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CHRONICLE OF EVENTS 

Vol. II—JULY—DECEMBER 1938 
JULY 1938 

Chief Events :—Happy ending of the Cawnpur Mill Strike—Mr. 
Subhas Bose's talks with the Bengal Home Minister on the release of 
political prisoners—Ministry tangle and re-shuilling in C. F.—Dr. Kharc 
resigaed—new Ministry formed with Ft. Shukln as Premier—End of the 
Jaipur-Sikar Dispute—Surrender o f Sikar—Congress reply to Mr. 
Jtnnah—League’s claim as the sole mouthpiece of Moslems not 
accepted. 

1*t Pandit Jawharlal Nohra had a long interview with Lord Halifax in London. 
It was surmised that no discussion took plaoo suggesting the holding of a 
miniature Bound Tublo Conference. 

2nd. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, presiding over the Rrtjshahi District Political 
Conference said, "of all (he problems political, economic and social, facing Bengal 
today tiiosa that appear as the most urgent and serious to me are the following 
(1) Poverty of peasants and workers, (2) Middle class unemployment; (3) Hindu 
Muslim relations ; and (d) The release of political prisoners and detenues". 

Death of Rnja ProTulla Nath Tagore : Keenly interested in polities, the Rain 
organized the ait India Landholders’ deputation which waited on Lord Irwin in 
Simla in 11129 to represent the grievances of the landholder community in 
connection with the now constitutional reforms. 

4tb. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, had two hours’ interview with 
Khwajft Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, Bengal, at the latter’s Calcutta residence 
on the question of the release of the Bengal detenus and political prisoners. It 
may be recalled that it was Mahatma Gandhi who lirst opened negotiations with 
the Government of Bengal for the release of detenus and political prisoners in 
connexion with the promise he bad given when the Andaman prisoners went on 
hungerstrike. There were several meetings between him and Sir Nazimuddin and 
also the Premior of Bengal Mr. Fazlui Huq, but the talks were not concluded as 
Mahatma Gandhi had to leave Calcutta owing to ill-health. 

The Cawoporo Milt Strike ended. The terms of settlement were as follows: 
The Mazdur Sabha will recognize itself on the lines proposed in the report of the 
Labour Inquiry Committee. As soon as the Labour Commissioner certifies that 
such reorganization has taken place, the employers will allow recognition to the 
Mazdur Sabha automatically. 

Maulana Abul Katnal Azad met party leaders at Patna in connexion with the 
Congress Zamindar dtfferanccs over the Bihar Tenancy Legislation, regarding the 
speedy realization of rent. 

Stls. The Cawnpore Mills reopened: More than three-fourths of the men, who had 
been on itrike for DO days, resumed work. 

Dr. Sachchidanania Sinha, speaking at Ranchi, referred to the BeogaH-Boliari 
controversy and the question of separation of Chota Nagpur. 

Pt. Jawharlal Nehru received a deputation of the Palestine Arab Committee in 
London. Paaditii hod a detailed talk with the deputationists with the object of 
collecting first hand information in connexion with the reported violence aud 
shedding of blood between the Jews aud Arabs of Palestine. 
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6tb. Tho question whether Bengalis should bo compelled to learn Hindustani was 
discussed at a meeting of the Corporation of Calcutta, whoa several Councillors 
protested against any such more nod suggested that those who came to Bengal 
to live or coaduat business should learn the language of the province. 

In criticising Mr. Chamberlain’s foreign polioy in Loudon, Pandit Nehru paid a 
handsome tribute to Gandhiji. Ha also declared that there could bo no peaco in 
the world until India attained complete political and cconomto freedom. 

7tii. Two Moslem organisations, separate from the League, and In opposition to that 
body were established in Bihar. One of them was tho Jamait-ul-uicoM—with the 
main appeal to tho Moslems that they aro the custodians of the Moslem religion 
nod it is to thorn that tho community should look for tho protection of their 
religious rights. Another and a far bigger rival to the League is the Mamin 
Jammt—tho Momms who form tho bulk of the Muslim population in Bebar are 
by occupation weavers. In the All India Homin Conference, a resolution was 
passed condemning the League as trying to deprive the Momms of their rightful 
place and asserting that the League did not represent them. 

Tho Punjab Assembly agreed to rofer to a select oommitteo tho Bill introduced 
by the Government to regulate tho purchase aud sale of agricultural produeo in 
order, principally, lo overcome the evils which deprived tho producer of a fair 
price. 

8th. Mr. Subhns Chandra Bose threatoned to resign tho presidentship of the Congress, 
if necessary, in order to bo freo to carry on the agitation against tho Federal 
Boheme. 

In the Punjab Assembly, tho Opposition roado renewed efforts to bold up tho 
Restitution ol Mortgaged Lands Bill, but after a debuto lasting nearly four hours, 
the motion was rejected by 75 votes to lit). 

8th. Mahatma Gandhi, in tho llarijan, appealed to tho poople of tho States to re¬ 
alize the meaning and potency of Ejatyograha in their struggle for relative freedom. 

In the Orissa Legislative Assembly : politios in a state of suspense, duo to 
tho two Tenancy Bills passed by tho Assembly not having boon disposed of. 

10th. Pandit Jawharlal Nebtu's week-end stay with Lord Lothian at his country 
home in Norfolk. Discussions at Norfolk, ro. assurances to Congress : (i) Tho 
British Government will insist on some moasuro of democracy in tho States 
instead of their mere representation ia tho Federal Legislature. (II) la matters 
of Defence 4 Reserved subjects, tho Viceroy will bo guided by the ndvico of His 
Minister. (Ill) The British Government will agree to share tho cost of defence 
of India. 

Unrest in Sikar gained further strength from outside help, aud tho Rajputs in 
tho city rot used tho Jaipur Durbar's demand to relinquish tiler arms, 

The U. P. Provincial Congress Committoo ratified tho resolution passed by its 
oxecutiyo committoo on tho rights of Zamindars in connexion with the tenancy 
reform. 

12th. A statement criticising the provisions of tho Government of Bengal Secondary 
Lducation BUI issued over Uio signature of 21 educationists. It was slated inter 
alia, “The Government proposals threaten to bring about a serious ciisia in our 
cultural and national life. Lffoetivo steps are needed therefore to safeguard tho 
futnro of education in Bengal aud we Hopo that our appeal will receive prompt 
and adequate response from all parts of the Province,” 

In tho Punjab Assembly, the Premier said that tho Punjab Government 
bad forwarded w the Government of iuilia, a copy of tho resolution passed by 
the Assembly on the question of Federation, and ulso a copy of the debate. 

Tho Congress Socialist party in Bihar warned tho Congress of tbo consequences 
is toe event of tbo latter accepting Federation, 

13ib. Sir C. P. Ramswami lyor, Dewan of Travaneoro, reiterated in tha State 
Assembly: “So far as the question of reapoaaiblo Government is ooueeraid, con- 
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stitjjtiooa! sad proper ap'tation devoted fo the attainment of constitutional advance 

will c^ver b* regarded by aay oivilired GoTerameQi as disloyal or sub¥ersi?e, ,J 

Mth. India s record of tho ratification of the International Labour conventions. re¬ 
vealed by the statistics of tho progress of ratifications issued by the international 
Labour office, Geneva, 

I5th. In the C, P., following the break-down in the (Alts among the Ministers on 
the question of redistribution of portfolios to two Ministers from Berar, Mr. R. 
II. Dishmuth and Mr. L. B. Gale tendered their resignations to the Premier, Dr 
N, B. Kliare. 

In Bengal, an account of tho economic distress now prevailing in the various 
districts of Bengal, and details of the relief measures organised by the Govern¬ 
ment, were given by the Revenue Minister, Bengal. 

16th. Mrs. Sarojioi Naidu, presiding over a jute mill workers conference in Hooghlv, 
alvisei labourers not to strike in a light hearted manner. 

The Government of Travaocore issued a press communique in connexion with 
la'bi charge made on a large crowed of demonstrators outside the Assembly 
Chamber. 

The Punjab Assembly passed the Aoti-'Beaami’ Transactions Bill and the Money¬ 
lenders' Registration Bill. 

Mr. B. G. Kher, Bombay Premier, gave an assurance to landlords that no 
tenancy legislation would be introduced in Bombay without due consideration of 
their views. 

I Sib. Mr. Satyendra Nath Mazamder, editor and Saresh Chandra Bhattacharyva, 
printer and publisher of the Ananda Bazar Patrika, sentenced to six months' 
and three months’ imprisonment respectively on a charge of sedition at Calcutta. 

J9lb. The Calcutta High Court acquitted Dhireudra Nath Sen. editor and Upendra 
Nath Bhattachaiyya, printer of the VHsndustbaa Standard' of a charge of 
sedition. 

The Provincial Boy Scout Council of Bombay decided to disaffiliate itself from 
the B>y Scours Association of India and to function as an independent and 
autonomous body under the name of the Hindusthan Scout Association, Bombay 
Presidency. 

The Central India, Rajputana and Eastern States Ministers' Conference considered 
the proposals formulated by tho reorganization committee of the Princes Chamber 
at Bombay. 

T'ne Travaccore Budget showed a revenue surplus of abont a lakh of rupees. 
In the Traavaeore Assembly, the chili Marriage Restraint Bill was discussed. / 

21»t An aijournment motion in the Punjab Assembly to discuss the lathi charge 
on unarmed and peaceful kisans of Chak number Sol in Lyallpar District 
was defeated. 

In the Central Provinces, Dr. N. B. Share formed a new Cabinet. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, left Calcutta for Wardha to 
preside over the meetings of tho' Congress Working Committee—discussion 
mainly to centre ronni important subjects like communal settlement and the 
Federation. 

India's naval defence to be strengthen by tho addition of four modern 
escort vessels. 

In the Punjab Assembly, replying to the Opposition criticism against the 
Restitution of Mortgaged Lands Bill, the Premier warned the Congress party 
against the ‘ucconst lutional’ methods of agitation against the Bill. 

22od. The Government of Bengal, in consultation with the Indian Central Jute 
Committee, undertook a provincial jute census. 
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23rd. Dr. N. B. Kharo, Premier of tho Canli.il Provinces, resigned with his 
colleagues main, following his discussions with members of the Congress Pari in- 
inciilary Sub-Comm it toe at Wanllia. 

Thai he firmly entertains the hopo “whether with another battla more brilliant 
than the Ibindi March or without, India will eonta to her own demonstrably 
thiooeit nonviolent menus," is the conclusion of Mahatma Gnndhi in tlio course of 
a signed article in ’Hurijan’ entitled “Hew Non-Violence Works". 

Presenting the Travaneoro budget at tho joint session of the legislature, tha 
Financial Secretary stated tli.it the reeorj increase in the States' revenue was 
achieved without any fresh measures of taxation. 

24th. Surrender of Sik ir : Triumphant entry of tho Maharaja of Jaipur. People 
avow allegiance. All but ten ring-loaders were granted pardon. The Pdmo Minister 
made a proclamation. 

25lh. Tho C. P. Government in its review of tho excise administration for 1337 
staled that a society in which reduction of orimo was accomplished by cheapening 
liquor must bo considered an unhealthy state. 

The Bihar Assembly reassembled after nearly a month's recess, enforced by the 
break-down in tho negotiations beiweous tho Zemindars and tho Government 
over tho rent realization clauses iu tho Tenancy Bill now ponding before the 
Assembly. 

Mahatma Gandhi dictated the letter to ho forwarded to Mr. Jianah about the 
communal problem. The letter declared that tho Congress was unable to accept tho 
claim put forward by Mr. Jmnali that tho Ail India Muslim League should ho 
recognized as tho sole representative nod mtmtlipicoo of tho entire Muslim 
population of India. 

26th. Tho Government of India addressed n Note to tho provincial Governments 
explaining their views and decision od tho recommendation of tho Indian Coal 
Mining Committee. 

Tho Congress Working Commitleo ‘convicted’ Premier Kharo, remarking in tho 
resolution on the C. P. Ministerial crisis, that “he (Mr. Khare) was guilty of 
indiscipline, and ho exposed Congress to ridicule, ho also brought down its 
prestige.” 

Tho Working C uninitke noted with satisfaction that three Congress Ministers 
showed their loyalty to the Ootigtess by declining without instruction from tho 
Parliamentary Sub-Committee to tender their resignations, which was demanded 
by the Governor, Dr. Kharo was further guilty of indisoiptino in accepting tho 
invitation of the Governor to form a new Ministry and contrary to practice, 
which ho was liv in', in actually forming a now Ministry and taking the oalh of 
allegiance without roferonco to the Parliamentary Bub-Commiltoo and tho Work¬ 
ing Committee, specially whoa ho knew that (ho meetings of these bodies 
were imminent. 

27th. Pandit Itavi Sankar Bhukla elected leader of iho C. P. Congress Party. 

Addressing a conference of Divisional Inspectors of schools in Bihar Seorotariat, 
ilonlde Dr. Kyed Mahmud, Education Mi nisi or stressed the necessity of giving 
impetus to the drive ngninat illiteracy ovua nt tho cost of Government money. 

29th. Pandit Ravi Sank ir Sukla, loader of the U. P. Assembly Congress Party 
formed a Cabinet. 

The Governor of Bengal sent back tho Bengal Tenancy Bill to the legislature for 
the reconsideration of curtain provisions iu it. 

Hriiut Siihhas Chandra Hose made a pointed attack against tho Huq Cabinet in 
tha Town Halt meeting ia Calcutta, lie accused the liuq Cabinet of gross betrayal 
of peas nuts' and woikurs’ cause. 

30th. Maha*ma Gandhi, writing in the flarijan, criticised tbo system of imparting 
instruction through tbo medium of Eoghbh. 
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Ths Workiog Cosimilteo of tho AH India Muslim f/iague root at D*?lhi, who& ths 
leitor of Mr, dubli^ Cbaodra Ujso, Cougress Prusidozit, to Mr, JiDoabj was 
discussed. 

In Nagpur, thoro was coasidorablo activity aroosg iho new Ministers over tho 
allocation of portfolios, 

3I»t The C. P. Ministers arrived at a decision regarding the allocation of portfolios 
in the new Cabinet, 

Tiio Working Oiinniittee of tlio Moslem league, replying to the Congress 
Presidents loiter on tho Question of communal suulement, criticized the altitude 
adopted by tho Congress. 


AUGUST 1938 

Chief Event* Ten No-Confide nee motions nRainst the Bengal 
Ministry defeated in the Assembly—Tho C. P. Ministry controversy 
continued—Statements and Counter-statements issued—Complete release 
of detenus announced by the Bengal Home Minister—Travancore State 
Congress banned by the Government—Mrs. Kamaladevi arrested—Civil 
Disobedience started in the State—Several important tenancy reform 
legislations discussed in the provincial legislatures, 

tit In opening Hie meeting of the Bihar Subordinate Civil Service Association, Ur. 
Srikrtebna Sinha, the Premier appealed to officials for closer contact with the 
masses. 

In the Bihar Assomblv, an adjournment motion was introduced to discuss tho 
communal riot at Bhagalpore, but was talked out. 

The Council of the All India Muslim League defined its attitude to the reported 
endeavours being made in Englatid to modify the Federal scheme. 

2nd. In the Ponca! Assembly, ten moti&DS of no-confidence against the ten Ministers 
eomposing the Bengal Cabinet were admitted for discussion. 

The knotty problems of Federation, Central policy and taxation wore explained by 
Messrs. C. C. Milter and T. Cbapmau-Mortimer at a mooting of the Calcutta branch 
of tho European Association. 

Baji Sir Abdullah Harooa appealed to Moslem Leaguo organizations in Sindh to 
preserve the dignity and the existence of the community by asserting themselves 
in the same way as the Congress Hindus. 

In the U. P. Assembly three adjournment motions were rated oat of order. 
Five Bills as amended by tbe Upper House were placed on the table—The 
Gambling Act Amendment Bill was introduced and referred to a select committee, 
and the three Bills were introduced, considered and passed. 

3rd. The Bengal Assembly accepted without any debate and opposition the recom¬ 
mendations of the Governor for tho reconsideration of the Tenancy Bill as contained 
io His Excellency's message to tbe House. 

In the Central Provinces, tho parliamentary sab-committee of the Congress 
issued a statement on tho Ministerial situation, Tho statement s3id, ‘It is clear 
that even after the Paclsmari compromise, good relations were not maintained 
amuog the Ministers. Complaints of breaches of its terms by Dr. Kbare were 
made to tiardar Valiabbbbai Patel, Some of them appeared to be obvioas breaches, 
but be (Sardar Paid) urged that no precipitate action to bo taken and tried to 
secure a duo fulfilment of the compromise. Matters came to a bead among the 
Ministers and two of them, vis. Messrs Deshmukb and Gold, resigned on July 13th. 
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Id a crowded mooting lit Poona, Dr, N. B. Khare, Ex-Premier of C, P. explained 
the cause of his fall. Ho attributed it to “devilish revenge, jealousy and malice , 
and alleged that the Congress High Command trum(ilud tho principle of democracy 
in ardor to kill him. 

In tho U, P. Assembly there was considerable excitement whan the Premier. 
Pandit Govind Bitllabh pant, refuted certain allegations made ngninst a ‘trusted 
officer 1 of tho Government—Jfr. Zahintl Hasnnin Lari made oertain allegations 
against the Junior iitimber of iho Board of Rovenuo, in respect of a judgment, 
which was alleged to have been destroyed and replaced by a new one. 

dtb. To tho U. P. Assembly, a resolution recommending to Govornmont tho introduc¬ 
tion of compulsory vaccination in tho rural areas of tho provineo, was adopted. 

The Central Jufo Committee agreed to the proposal for surveying jnto marketing 
and transport problems in India. 

5tb, In tho Bengal Assembly, a bill seeking to counteract tho evil offects of usury 
was introduced and referred to a select oommittoo, 

Sardar Yallabhhhai Patel, Chairman of tho All India Congress Parliamentary Sub¬ 
committee, issued n statement relating to tho Cabinet etisis in tho O. P. The 
statement contained : Dr, N. II. Kltasa’s ussortion that tho premiership of the 
Contra! Provinces was thrust on him is untrue, From tho very beginning ho was 
anxious to bo elected tho leader of tho Congress Party in tho C. P, and Borar 
Assembly and first asked mo, then i’andil JawImr Lai Nehru, to help him in this 
respect.” 

In tho U. P. Assembly, there was a keen debate on tho Hill which aimed at 
compulsory recognition of registered trade unions. 

In a memorandum to tho Constitution Reforms Committeo, Mysore, the Central 
Mohammedan Association in the State asked that 12 por cunt o! the seats in both 
Houses of tho legislature should bo allotted to Moslems. 

6th. Mahatma Gandhi made a stern criticism of Dr. N. B, Kliare, Prouder of 0. P. 
and Kir Francis Wylie, Govornor of C. P. in tho ‘Jlnrijan’. Ho said that Dr. Khare 
was not only guilty of grosB indiscipline but botrnyod incompetence as a leader “by 
allowing himself to bo fooied by tho Governor and by not knowing that by his 
precipitate action ho was compromising tho Congress' 1 , Mahatma Gandhi accused 
tiro Governor of betraying a hasto in tho whoio affair which ho could only 
describe oh 'indecent' and of “bringing about a situation which ho know would be 
uncomfortable for tho Congress”, Ho also pointed out that thoro was no touch of 
‘Fascism’ in the proceedings of tho Congress. The Congress was tho very antithesis 
of that. “Fascism was a naked sword, under it Dr, Khare would have to ktso bis 
head, Tho Congress is based on non-violence—its sanctions aro all moral.” 

^ Dr. N. B, Khare issued a statement rebutting tho charge made by Sardar 
Vattahhbhai Patel in connexion with tho Cabinet crisis. With reference to his 
asking Pundit Jawbarial Nehru to support his leadership, ho said, “I categorically 
deny tho statement, as I novor sought tho support of any odo from tho ‘High 
Command 1 for my leadership," , 

7tb. Considerable tonsion prevailed in Calcutta arising out of tbo noa-conUdeneo 
motions io tho Bengal Assembly. 

Dr. Kharo replied in strong forms to (bo charges made against him by Mahatma 
Oatidhi in connexion with tho 0. F. crisis, 

Mahatma Gandhi replied to tho Nagpur Hariians' throat to offer eatyagraha in 
caso no iiarijao was included in the C, P, Cabinet. 

Mr. Bubhaa Cbandra Roso, tho Congress President issued a Bfolemont on tho 
Burma riots in which be appealed for restoration of cordial relations, 

8th. In tho Bengal Assembly, the first of tho ten no-confidenco motions against tho 
Ministry was defeated by 11)0 votes lo 111, In accordance with tho instructions 
issued by the Calcutta Moslem League and tho Khilafut Committoo, most of the 
Moslem shops in Calcutta were closed as a protest against tho ‘no-eonlidonco’ 
motions. 
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In tho Bengal Council, replying to a question, the Homo Minister staled that 
since August last, 1403 detenus had been released conditionally and 247 un¬ 
conditionally. 

In the United Provinces Assembly, tho Minister of Justice, speaking on the 
changes male by tho Upper House in the Court Fees Bill, stated that the question 
involved was ol constitutional importance. 

9th. In tho Centra! Assembly, a series of questions in regard to the Federal plan 
failed to elicit any additional information, 
la the Central Assembly, tho adjournment motion to discuss tho acquiescence of 
tho Government of India in tho Indian defence charges as tho result of the recent 
proposals by tho British Minister was passed by 71 votes to 33. 

Sir C. P. Ramaswami A»ynr, Bewau of Travancore, explained in tho L»g;-.!aturo 
why the State Congress had been characterized as disloyal. 

Tho Madras Government donied tho allegations appearing in a Calcutta publication 
that the villagers of Salem were continuing to eDjoy fermented toddy inspite of the 
introduction of prohibition, 

in tho U, P. Assembty, a short notice question elicited from the Parliamentary 
Seoretary to tho Premier a dotinitiou of Government's policy ia bringing about 
communal unity and preventing communal riots. 

Tho Leader of tho Congress Party in the Assam Legislature had certain 
criticisms of tho Government's prohibition policy of opium, 

10th. In tho Bengal Assembly, the motions of no-confidence moved against tho 
Labour Minister and tho Minister for Co-operative Credit were defeated without 
a division. 

In the Central Assombly a resolution recommending tho appointment of a 
committeo to inquire into tho working of all India Radio was put to tho voto 
and rejected without a division. 

Following the no-confidence motions in the Bengal Assembly, Calcutta was a 
city of mass paoio, rumours entirely unfoundeJ, causing shopkeepers in Burrabazar 
and elsewhere to close their shops. 

11th. The Bengal Legislative Council accepted a resolution to tho effect that a sum 
of Its. 23 Ukhs be sot apart within tho course of 2 and a half years for Moslem 
education iu all its branches in addition to the preseut annual allotment. 

The Bihar Government suffered their only defeat on tho Restitution of tho 
Bakshat Lind Bill in tho Council when an eutiro clause was rejected. 

In tho Bengal Coanoil, atj account of the activities of the Bengal Home Indus¬ 
tries Association was given by the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 

12th. The Bengal Council accepted tho recommendations of the Governor for recon¬ 
sideration of two of the provisions of the Tenancy Law Amendment Bill which 
was passed by both Houses of tho Legislature. 

Tho Bihar Council discussed tha Tenancy Amendment Bill, passed by the 
Assembly. 

In the Central Assombly, tiia President announced that the Governor-Geueral 
had disallowed two adjournment motions, one by Mr, Abdui E^uayum regarding 
tho ‘‘failuro of the Government's Froutier policy", and Mia other by Mr. Asaf Aii 
on the Defence Secretary declining to dissociate the Government of India from 
Bit Philip Cliotwode's sweeping uud public remark that Indians, now taking king s 
commission, were not of the right typo. 

13th. Mr. Snbhas Chandra Bose, presiding at n students' rally in Calcutta, appealed 
to students to carry tho message of tho Congress among the masses. 

Addressing a students' conference at Lucknow, the U. P. Education Ministor 
made an appeal to students to adopt what was best in the oid order aud those 
that were best iq the new. 
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J4th. Mora than 10,WW persons wero present at the first open sitting of the N. W, 
F. Political Conference at Abbottabad when four resolutions wore adopted. 

The Aladras Premier addressed n meeting on tho Oovernmont’B decision to in¬ 
troduce Hindi io Secondary Schools. 

15th. Tha Defeneo Secretary introduced in tho Central Assembly a Bill to prohibit 
speeches Intended to prevent recruitment to tho Indian Army or to incito mutiny 
therein. 

The Bengal Government scored another victory in tha Assembly when an 
opposition motion for reducing a demand for rupees one lakh for tho creation of 
a separate Pubtioity Department was rejected by 123 votes to ICO. 

In tho Bihnr Assembly, supplementary budget estimates wero presented for 
several schemes, including Its. 3,27,CKtO for tube well irrigation. 

In tho Central Assembly, the Commorce Membar answering a question made a 
statement on tho position regarding tho sale of Indian cotton to Japan. 

In tho Bihar Assembly, an adjournment motion to discuss tho shooting incident 
at Bhngalpur was ruled out of order. 

At Patna, a strong criticism of tho Bihar Government's tenancy legislation was 
made at a peasants' rally. 

16th. In tho Bengal Assembly, Its. 25,00,000 lakhs was voted for scheduled casto 
education. 

Tho Bihar Assembly passed tho Alonoy-lenders Act Amendment Bill clarifying 
its attention to pending suits, appeals and proceedings in execution. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, with tho permission of Mr, Jinnah, released 
the correspondence which passed betwoon him nod Air, Jinnah, re : Hindu 
Moslem settlement. 

17tb. In the Bengal Assembly, tho Dentists Bill 1038 was passed. 

Tho Bihar Cabinet's achievements in ameliorating tho Jot of tho masses wore 
explained by the Premier at a mooting at Patna. 

Lord Lothian, who passed through Calcutta, aommonting on tho European situa¬ 
tion said that affairs thoro wero passing through n dangerous period. 

Unconditional release orders for 144 more Bengal detenus wore issued. 

In the Bongal Assembly, general criticisms wero offered r,n tho supplementary 
Budget demands which wore passed by tho Assembly. Tho Finance Minister 
speaking on tho demand of Its. 1,00,000 iukll for the Publioity Departmeut stated 
that no sums will bo spent for subsidising newspapers. 

I8tb. Tho Bombay Assembly discussed tho House's rules of procedure. 

The Bihar Assembly discussed tho supplementary budgut demands, the Ilouso 
rejecting two cal motions. 

A meeting held in Calcutta under tho auspicea of tho Bengal Hindu Sablia 
passed a resolution condemning tho Communal AwdrJ, 

A demonstration was staged hy Calcutta bus-owners, drlvors and conductors as 
a protest against the Motor Vehicles Bill. 

The Bihnr Government sunt back tho Prohibition Bill to tho Assorably for 
reconsideration of a certain clause in tho moasuro. 

19th. The Bengal Council discussed tho recommendations of tho Retrenchment 
Committee appointed in 1932 and of tho decisions taken on tho report. 

In thp Bengal Council, In reply to Mr. Lalil Chandra Dos, tho Finnneo Minister 
stated that the total expenditure, including tho expenditure of His Excellency the 
Governor and his staff for tho summor exodus to DarjoeJing was Its, (13,1)24 

20th. Mahatma Gandhi in an articla in tho Tfarijan' on tho Burma riots appealed 
for mutual understanding among Indians and Burmese and tho uaod for adherence 
to tho doctrine of non-violence, ' * ' ‘ 
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In tho Madras Council, tho riots in Barma formed the subject of a non* 
official resolution. 

2lit. The difficulties of the Bihar Min isfry resulting from the opposition of peasants 
and Moslems were enumerated. 

A deputation of 150 young men travelled from Nagpur to Shegaon with the 
object of meeting Mahatma Gandhi and registering their protest against the 
Congress Working Committee's resolution on Dr. N. B. Khare. 

22nd. In the Central Assembly, replying to a question, Sir J ames Grieg, Finance 
Member, made a statement on the relation between the Reserve Bank and the 
scheduled banks. 

Mrs. Eama’adevl Chattopadhya, who was arrested for defying an order of the 
Travstsctire ictito, on her release, issued a statement, criticising the polky of 
Indian States for their prohibitory orders on political workers. 

In the Central Assembly, the Defence Secretary stated that the proposal to 
substitute a felt hat for the turban of the Indian soldier has been under considera¬ 
tion for sometime. 

23rd. In the Bengal Council a motion that in all future appointments to the Govern- 
oorship of Bengal the opinion of the Council of Ministers shonld be previously 
obtained was lost. 

In tho Central Assembly tho Communications Member, replying to a question, 
said that a rebate on the freight charges on cotton was being given to bring back 
all the railway traffic that had been diverted to the road. 

The Central Assembly passed by 65 votes to 55 the Defence Secretary’s Anti* 
Recruitment Activities Bill. 

In the Bengal Assembly the Opposition's motion for reference of tho Bengal 
Municipal Amendment Bill to a select committee was defeated. 

24tb. In tho Bengal Assembly tho Home Minister said, “From to-day there will be 
no detenus left in Bengal. When the Ministry came into power in 1937, they 
found tharo were same 2,703 persons subject to orders of restraint in one form 
or another under tho Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1933 or Regulation 
III of 1818." 

Sardar Vaitabhbhai Patel arrived in Karachi to advice tho Congress Party there 
on the Congress difficulties. 

The Bengal Assembly adopted a motion calling upon the Government of Bengal 
to give help to the Indian refugees from Burma. A resolution urging the com¬ 
pulsory retirement of officers under the services of the Government on their 
completing 25 years of service was passed. 

In the Central Af'cmbly. a number of questions were put aud answered on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s reforonce to the “Unwritten pact’’ between the Congress and 
British Government." 

25th. The Bengal Assembly adopted a noa-offieial resolution recommending that 60 
per cent of the appointments to tho public services should bo reserved for Mos¬ 
lems, SO per cent for scheduled castes and 20 por cent for tho rest. 

Fardar Vallabhbbai Patel, at Karacht, in Conner ion with tho Ministerial dispute 
in Sindh, met party leaders and explained the Congress attitude on the question. 

In the Central Assembly, tho Home Member answered a question relating to 
convict marriages in the Andamans and the so called weekly “Love parades". 

The Travancore Government decided to assume special powers to copo with the 
situation that might arise in view of tho decision of the State Congress to embark 
on a campaign ot Civil Dtsobedienco. 

26th. The campaign of Civil disobedience, decided upon by tho Travaocoro State 
Congress, started in the State. 

2 
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Tho Control Assembly discussed tiro Bill lo consolidato the provisions regarding 
divorce for Moslem women. 

In the Central Assembly, the Secretary of External Affairs Informed a questioner 
that tho India Government hud no information regarding tho expulsion of tho 
Sikhs from Afghanistan. 

Speaking at Jnbbulporo, tho C. P. Premier and Pandit D. P. Mishra, Minister 
referred to tho Kharo episode. 

Mr. M. Yunus, a former Premier of Bihar, submitted a memorandum iQ con¬ 
nexion with tho Bengali-Bihari controversy. 

27th. Mahatma Gandhi, writing under tho Caption “My so-eallod Inconsistencies" in 
the Tlarijaa' further clarified his views with regard to picketing. Is an earlier 
article ho hrnl expressed his disapproval of “violent picketing", 

Tho Public Health Commissioner with tho Government of Indio, Colonel A. J. H. 
Russo!, in his annual report estimated that by 1941, tho population would reach a 
figure approximating 4U0,0(X},QU0. 

In tho oourse of a messaga on tho obgorvonco of Tenancy Act Day in Bengal, 
Mr. Fazlu! Uuq, Premier, referred to tho moasuro as tho Ministry’s lirst iustai- 
mont of service. 

Tho Zaraorin of Calicut likely to organize a protest movement against tho Madras 
Ministry's temple eutry. 

Tho President of tho Truvnucoro Stato Congress Working Committeo was sen¬ 
tenced to i year's imprisonment and a hue of its. 800 for disobeying a magisterial 
ban. 

28lh. In tho Bombay Assembly, Mr. K. M, Mtinslii, Homo Minister, replying to 
questions made a statement on tho communal riots in Bombay in April Inst and 
tho notion tho Government had iukua to provent their roourronco, 

Tho Council of tho Madras Teachers Ouild mot to dismiss ttio question of tho 
compulsory Introduction of Hindi in Secondary suhools In Madras. 

Mr. Rajaram, General Beorotary, Punjab Congress Committeo questioned tho 
authority of tho working council nod refused to hand ovor tho necessary papers to 
his successor appointed by the council. 

In tho Orissa Assembly, twelve mombora tabled resolutions protesting against 
tho declaration of certain parts as partially oxoludod areas and requested that they 
might bo placed with tho normally administered areas of the province. 

In Travancoro, tho houses of suvoral Congress officials in tho Stato woro 
Boarchod. 

29th. In Trivandrum, tho District Superintendent of Polieo and moro than a dozen 
constables woro seriously injured in a dash following tho holding of a Congress 
meeting in delianco of tho District Magistrate's orders. 

In tho Central Assembly, tbo Commerce Member replied to questions regarding 
the conferment of liououra and titles by tho Crown. 

In tho Orissa Assembly tho Speaker made na mapy as four statements. Ho 
observed, 'Privilege is to Parliament, what prerogative is to Crown, Within tho 
orbit of its privileges ovory Houso is froo,’' 

30tb. The Public Health Commissioner with tho Oovornment of India, in his annual 
report, dealt with tho country's health problem and urged tho noud for a protec¬ 
ted water supply. 

Tho Assam Oonnoil discussed tho Moneylenders’ Bill, tho Debt Conciliation Bill 
and tho By 1 bet Town Land Tenancy Bill. 

3lit. Troops opened ftro on a mob naar Trivandrum following a series of Incidents. 

Tho Orissa Premier introduced the Monoylonders’ Bill in tho Assembly. 

Sir B. P. Bioha Roy, Kevonuo Minister, Bengal, who made a lour in tho ilood- 
afTocted areas in tbo Murshidabad, Kujshahi and Nudin districts, said in an inter¬ 
view that distress among tho Inhabitants was widespread. 
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Bolter finances enabled (ho Beoga! Government lo revert to tho policy of 
making grants for drainage schemes in 1337. 


SEPTEMBER 1938 

Chief Event* :—The C. P. Ministry controversy continued—further 
statements tuid counter-statements issued—Unrest in Travancore 
State, Mahatma Gandhi’s appeal for enquiry turned down by the 
Dewan —Resignation of Sa-adulla Ministry in Assam ; Congress Coalition 
Ministry formed under Sj. Bardoioi—Mahatma’s comments on the 
incidents io Mysore, Travancore and Hyderabad—Firing in Travancore 
Stnto and unrest in some Orissa States where the Praja Mauds! was 
declared unlawful—Congress Working Committee meeting in Delhi ; 
important resolutions adopted. 

1st. In (he Central Assembly, an intriguing situation developed over (he Deputy 
President, who happened to occupy tbo chair in taking part in a voting on an 
amendment of the Motor Vehicles Amcadrnc-nt Bill. 

Tho Orissa Premier, in opposing an adjournment motion in the Assembly, refuted 
an allegation that tho Government had decided to give monopoly to a Calcutta firm 
to exploit certain chemicals and drugs in the province. 

The President of tho Assam Council ruled out a point of order raised by a 
member on tho Moneylenders’ Act Amendment Bill. Tho Council effected several 
changes to Uio Sylhct Town Laud Tenancy Bill. 

2nd. Tho Premier raado a statement in the Orissa Assembly outlining tho Govern¬ 
ment's policy regarding the industrial development of tho province. 

In tho Assam Legislative Coimcil Rai Eaheb Haran Chandra Dult moved a 
resolution recommending tho Assam Government to appoint an export to report on 
the causes of the flood in tbo province and to suggest means to avoid such calami¬ 
ties in future. Tho rasolutiou was withdrawn after discussion. 

Dr. Rabindranath Tagore io reply to a letter of Mr. T. Noguchi, tho Japanese 
poet, strongly condemned Japan's '‘war of aggression.” 

3rd. The executive committee of the Nagpur City Congress adopted a resolution 
recommending to the Nagpur Provincial Congress Committee that disciplinary action 
should be taken against Dr, N. B. iabare, former Premier of tho Central Provinces 
and two other congressmen. 

Mr. A. K. Farlul Huq, Premier of Bengal, in opening tho All-Bengal Primary 
Teachers' Conference in Calcutta mentioned tha problem of raising Its. 4,0?,O3,£WO 
croros, needed before Primary Education could bo introduced throughout tho 
province. 

4th. Mahatma Gandhi “is thoroughly unaware of tho facts,” said tho Dewan of 
Travancore, commenting oa tho Mahatma’s statement on tho unrest in tho State. 

On the last day’s proceedings of tho Bengal Primary Teachers’ Conference in 
Calcutta, the introduction of free compulsory education in the province was urged. 

The U. P. Chamber of Commerce addressed a communication to tho Government 
on tho subject of the report of the special officer on certain proposals for revision 
of tho Merchandise Marts Law and oa a draft Bill to amend tho Merchandise 
Marks Act. the Sea Customs Act and the Indian Penal Code. 

Sib. la the Central Assembly, the constitutional position of the Deputy President 
with regard to voting was explained by tho President in an important ruling given 
by him. 
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Tho Bihar Education Minister nppoalod to students mil tone hors to work for 
mass literacy during the coming vacation. 

A mooting in Calcutta organized by the Bengal Hindu ftabha, protested against 
the reservation of CO per cent of the appointments in Bonsai's public services 
for Moslems. 

Dr. Rabindranath Tagore in a statement on the political situation in Bengal 
deplored the campaign of “mutual recrimination” being carried out by the various 
parties. 

Bib. Mrs. V. Pundit, fa an Interview ia London, said that India was doeply concerned 
with the question of her own freedom, and uot bo much with minor political 
details. 

Mahatma Gandhi issued ft noto in reply to tlm Travanenro Dowan's statement 
on the happenings in Travancore appealing for an inquiry into tho incidents. 

7th. Tho Pablio Health Commissioner slated in tho annual report that maternity and 
ohild welfare work had mado notablo advances sinou its inception as a national 
movement in India ia 1918. 

In tho Orissa Assembly, various schemes to encourage cottage and village indus¬ 
tries. to improvo ogrimilturo and to proraoio cooperation woro subject matters for 
supplementary demands, approved by tho Assembly, 

Tho Assam Assembly rejected a Congress motion for reference to a select 
committee of the AsHara Looal Sulf-Uoveruracnt Act Amendment Bill. 

Sir C. P. J’amaswomi Ayyar, Dowan of Travnucnro rejected tho proposal of 
Mahatma Gandhi for an outsider to eonduat an inquiry into tho recent i acid cuts in 
that State. 

Bib. In Assam, a trial of strength between tho Ministerial Party and tho Opposition 
in tho Assembly over the Local Solf-Oovernmout Bill was won by the Ministerial¬ 
ists by 00 votes to 37. 

In the Centra! Assembly, tho power of tho Stale to fix maximum and minimum 
bus fares won disouBHod whon Mr. F. li James moved nn nraondraout seeking 
tho deletion of a clause of tho Motor Bill giving such power to provincial 
Governments, 

Tho Nizam in oponing tho Jubilee Pavilion In the Capital of his State, urged tho 
noed for Bolf discipline among youths and tho toleration ef dilTurout faiths. 

Jib. In the Counoil of State, Sir .Ingadish Prosnd mado nn Important statement in 
regard to tho Burma riots and tho steps which tho Government of Jmiia intended 
to take to safeguard Indian interests. 

In tho Central Assembly, a oon-odinial Bii! socking to consolidate tho provisions 
of tho Moslem law rotating to saitu by marriod Moslem woinou for dissolution of 
marriage and to remove doubts as to tho effect of njwKtasy of a married Moslem 
woman on tho marriage tio was discussed. 

Tho Governor of Assam sanctioned tho introduction of tho Assam Provincial 
Bill, 1DJ8. 

I Jtb. The noed for s oliocit on tho frado in adulterated drugs was again 

emphasized at a nonforongo, whoa Government woro asked to undertake All- 
India Legislation. 

Government decided on stricter control ovnr tho import of firo works io view 
of largo number of accidents duo to such ox plosives in recent years, 

Tho Madras Preraior and tho ox-ohiof Mlnistor, tho Raja of Bobbili outorod 
into a controversy over tho introduction of Hindi in tho Province, 

I3tb. In tho Central Assembly, an important statement on India’s dofenco expen¬ 
diture and on tho recent discussions hutween representatives of India and tho 
British authorities, were made by Sir James Urigg, finance Member. 
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Mr. Bubhas Chandra Buso, Congress President, issued a statement on the recent 
Ministerial crisis in tho Control Provinces. Ho said, “One cannot (ail to notice 
that in tho pro-Khars propaganda which has agitated certain parts of our 
country, a number o( Individuals and agencies bavo joined who have been long 
known (or thoir antipathy towards the Congress, 

In tho Conncil of State, a resolution regarding recruitment of more Madrasis 
into iho Indian Army was discussed. 

Tho Assam Cabinot resigned. 

Ad adjournment motion in tho Bombay Assembly to discuss police action in 
connoiion with a mill striko was defeated by 75 votes to 25. 

“Service before sr-if 1 ' was the motto advocated by Dr. Syed Mahmud, the Bihar 
Education Minister in a message which was read at tho opening ceremony of a 
contra at Patna under tho Wurdha education scheme. 

14th. The action taken by tho Btngal Chambor of Commerce towards relieving 
unemployment among releasud detenus, described in an abstract of the proceedings 
of the Chambor, 

Resident students of tho three flails of Daeoa tfniversity began a hunger striko 
and also declared a general striko of tho University classes" and picketed the gates 
of the University buildings. 

15th. Tho Council of State discussod tho Rihta disaster and adopted a resolution 
almost similar to tho one passe*l in tho lower House. 

Tho resident students of tho throe Halls of the Dacca University ended thoir 
hunger striko but tho general striko of tho students continued. 

16th. In Iho Contra! Assembly, tho composition of the a sport committee to investi¬ 
gate problems of Indian defence in relation to India’s financial resources was a 
topic of discussion second only to the international situation, 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Boso said at Shillong, “Federation must bo resisted at all 
costs and if that could bo done a big obstacle to tho attainment could bo removed. 
Tho international situation is such that if wo can take advantage of tho same, 
freedom for India will bo attained at no distant dato without war". 

The Bombay Legislative Assembly passed tho first reading of tho Bombay Trade 
Disputes Bill by 80 votes to 38, 

Tho Centra! Assembly passed tho third reading of tho Motor Vehicles Bill and 
took up tho Bill to amend tho Indian Emigration Act which sought to stop 
unassisted omigraiiou. 

17th. Mahatma Gandhi in an article in tho Harijan commented on tho incidents In 
Mysore, Travaocoro and Hyderabad. 

In the Central Assembly, tho transfer of four British battalions from tho Indian 
establishment to tho Imperial establishment, announced by iho Finance Member, 
did not represent tho total reduction of the British forces in India contemplated 
under the existing arrangements. 

Tho Congress Party in the Assam Assembly decided to form a Cabinet in coali¬ 
tion with other groups. 

Dr. N. B. Khnro, ox-Premier of the Central Provinces, made a statement in the 
C. P. Assembly on tho circumstances loading up to his resignation. 

18th. “The Ice Ago in Kashmir”, formed tho subject of an interesting address deli¬ 
vered by Mr. D. N. VVudia presiding at the annual meeting in Calcutta of tho 
Geological, Alining, Metallurgical Society of India. 

19th. 8j. Qopinath Bardoloi, tho Leader of the Assam Congress Assembly Party 
formed a Congress coalition Ministry in Assam. 

The Talcher Durbar, as an omergoncy measure, declared tho Stato Subjects* 
organization as unlawful. 
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In (ho Centrnl Assembly, tho gravity of tho situation in Burma was again em¬ 
phasized when questions on tho riots ami tlto loss of I Lilian lives woro asked 
immediately aftor tho House assembled. 

Tho Spenkor of tho Contra! Provinces Assombly, Mr. G. 8. Gupta withdrew 
from tho Assembly far about 5 minutes in doforonoo to tho wishes of a suction 
of tits House whoa nu adjournment motion ia rospeot of a procession organized 
in his honour in Borar came up for discussion. 

20th. Tho C. P. and Borar Reliof of Indebtedness Bill, which evoked a storm of 
opposition from tlto monovlonding classes in the province, was referred to a 
select committee after a debate lasting for over two iiours. 

The Connoii of State passed tho Emigration Bill in the form in which it was 
passed by tlto Central Assembly. 

Tho constitution sub-committee appointed by tho Ilaripura Congress session to 
consider changes in tho Congress Constitution with special reference to method of 
election and duration of membership had a four hours' discussion at tho liarijan 
colony. 

21 it. Two persons were killed and one wounded when Travanooro State troops 
opened tiro on a defiant mob who had assembled on Slmnktmugham beach and 
began stoning a police party. 

Prominent Congress loaders at Delhi for tho mooting of tho All-India Congress 
Committee mid tint Working Committee mot Mahatma Gandhi and discussed with 
him his scheme of a “non-violent national militia," 

22nd, The Congress Working Committee which mot at Delhi passed a resolu¬ 
tion recommending to tho A. I, C. C. to ondorso tho action taken by tho 
Working Committee in connexion with the Ministerial crisis in tiie Contra! 
Provinces, 

Dr. Aloonje spoke on the Hindu movument in Calcutta. Ho said, “Congress from 
the beginning has boon a national body. It preaches unalloyed nationalism in 
India." 

23rd. Dr. N. B. Kliare, Ex-Premier of the Cential Provinces, fn a statement 
proposing tho formation of a new party within the Congress, scveroly criticized 
Congress leaders. 

A report from Gnih Dhonkanul stated that Mr. Hari Mohan Patnnik, President 
of the .State Prnja Mandat bad boon [ftrested nt Dlionkanal. The 1'raja Mandal 
was declared an unlawful body following thu abandonment of tho compromise 
negotiations. 

Tho Orissa Governor, the President of tho Eastern filatos Agency and the 
Commander, 1’residonuy und Assam District mot to disouBs tho present unrest 
in Orissa Hiatus. 

Tim aftermath of suspicion and til-fooling between Hindus and MobIoths following 
the disturbanceii in Hyderabad (Deccan) trhiuh culminated in tho Oovurnmont baa 
against tho formation of a Ktato Congress awakqncd among tlto lenders of both 
communities a sense of urgency and nued to do something to restore cordial 
relations. 


24th. Tho Ceogri'SB Working Coramittoo in JJtdhi discussed tho suggestions made by 
Mahatma (Jaudhi in his address to tho Committee oil the question of “truth and 
non-violence”. ' 

A statement issued by 51 r. JI. 8. Huhrnwnrdy. Minister for Cununeroo und Labour, 
Bengal, in connexion with tho Bengal Juto Ordinance resulted in curtailment in the 
manufacture of raw jute. 

The Government of Orissa appointed a Committee of Consulting Engineers to 
investigate tho Uood problem in the province and to draw up remedial measures, 

25th. At New Delhi, tho Congress Working Committee, in consultation with Mahatma 
Gandhi, decided that no apocilie rosolatkm relating to war aud tiio international 
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situation should bo placed before tho All-India Congress Committee, bat 
a short resolution should be moved empowering tho Working Committee 
to take whatever action it thought necessary in tho event of tho outbreak 
of hostilities. 

After animated discussion, tho Working Committee's resolution on (he Central 
Provinces Ministerial crisis, as amended by Mr. Balkrishua Sharma's amendment 
that disciplinary action should bo taken against Dr. Khtre, was passol by an over¬ 
whelming majority. 

Tho Bengal Government issued a communique clarifying their policy in respect 
of the release of prisoners convicted of political crimes, 

Tho All India Kisan Committee condemned the Congress Ministries oa their 
policy of tenancy legislation. 

Mr. V. V. Giri, Minister for Labour and Industries, Madras outline! plans for 
solving unemployment in the province in a Press interview. 

The U. P. Government appointed another Committee to work out details 
of the proposed jail reforms and recommended a five year or a seven 
year plan. 

26th. The Bengal Government issued a Press Note giving details of improvement 
effected in the jail administration of the province. 

At the All-India Congress Committee meeting at Delhi an official resolution on 
civil liberty evoked heated discussion. 

Sir. Goptoath Burdolot, Premier of Assam, issued a statement in which he called 
for ’normal relations between the Congress Party, which is now identified with 
the provincial Government, and the Police.*’ 

The Dhenkaual Durbar issued a statement contradicting certain statements 
made in the Press in Cuttack, and giving a list of concessions granted to the 
subjects. 

27lh. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier declared that tho Punjab was 
behinj the Empire, should the need for a call to arms arise. 

The Travancoro Government issued a Press communique repudiating allega¬ 
tions ‘spread by tho State Congress’* that Police were molesting peaceful 
citizens. 

A note of warning ’that owing to germs of dissolution inherent in the communal 
decision, Bengal is leading forward towards a grave crisis” contained io a state¬ 
ment issued through the ’Associated Press” over the signatures of several prom'- 
cent Hindu leaders of Bengal. 

23th. The speech of the Punjab Premier, Sir Sikaodar Hyat Khan, affirming th* 
Punjab's loyalty to the Crown in the event of an emergency created interest ii. 
political circles in Lahore. 

Improvement in tho financial condition of tho province enabled the Goveu.ment 
to revert to the policy of making grants towards water supply, drainage and 
sewerage schemes, said a resolution of the Bengal Government on tho reports 
of the Sanitary Board and tbo chief Engineer. Public Health Department 
for 1937. 

30th. The Congress Working Committee considered the resolution of the U. P. 
Provincial Congress Tenancy Sub-Committee forwarded to the Congress Presideut 
and the President of the Congress Parliamentary sub-committee. 

The All-India Spinners* Association passed a resolution at Delhi, for a further 
rise in the wages of spinners. 

In the C. P. Assembly, some Moslem M.L.AS sought to more an amend¬ 
ment by which Urdu or Hiadusthani should be a recognised language in the 
Assembly. 
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OCTOBER 1938 

Chief Events :—Industries Ministers’ Conference in New Delhi— 
Constitutional Reforms announced in some of the States—Muslim 
League Conference at Karachi criticised Congress attitude to Moslem 
interests and urged Moslem and Non-Moslem Federations—Negotiations 
for a League Ministry in Sindh failed—First Sitting of the Federal 
Court in New Delhi—Rulers of Orissa States assembled in Culeutta to 
discuss the agitation in their States—Mahatma’s Frontier Tour— 
Congress attitude towards Indian States interpreted by Sardar Patel. 

I*t. Mnlintron Gandhi explained in tho ‘HaHjan* llio reasons for the Congress policy 
of non-intervention with regard to tho Stales. 

Writing in ftio Harijnn, Mahatma Gandhi declared that thfsro wns no difference 
of opiniou botween him nod I’andit Juwharkl Nehru over this question of 
Federation, 

Tho Bengal Premier, Mr. A. K. Fuzlul llnq, in his presidential address at tho 
annual session of tho All-India Modem Education Couferonoo hi Patna, criticized 
(ho Education policy of tho Congress. 

Reference to tho growing indications of communal ijt-feling in many parts of 
Bihar was made in tho Government resolution reviewing tho report on tho 
administration of tho Police Department in tho province in 1937, 

Tho Education Reorganization Coramittoo appointed by tho Bihar Government 
issued a question on secondary education. 

Tho Ftontior Premier gave an assurance that a settlement would soon be arrived 
at in regard to the agrarian dispute at Juliundor. 

2nd. Tho All-India Moslem Educational Conference, under the Presidentship of Mr. 
A. K, Fazlul lluq. Premier of liongal decided to reject tho Wardha Scheme, 

Industries Ministers from tho Congress administered provinces mot in conference 
at New Delhi to discuss economic planning oa a nation-wide scale ami also 
development and co-ordination of iiiduntriai resources in Indio. 

Tho Congress Working Commitloo passotl a resolution expelling Dr. Kharo, the 
Central Provinces ox-Pretnier, from tho Congress and calling upon him to resign 
his membership of tho C. P. Assembly on bohalf of tho Congress. 

A resolution of tho Punjab Government on tho working of tho Police Department 
stated that the year 1937 was a bad oao from tho point of view of communal 
Roubles and crime. 

3rd. Tho Conference ol Industries Ministers of Congross administered provinces 
resolved to formulato a comprehensive sehomo of national planning for tho indus¬ 
trialization of tho country. 

The Rowan of Rajkot issued an order for thtf enforcement of the provisions of 
tho Criminal Law Amendment Act which roluto to tho molesting of persons to tho 
prejudice of tiioir employment or business. 

Mahatma Gandhi Issued a statement on non-vioionco in Travancoro and tho 
position of iho Stato Congress. 

Tho Ruler of Nngod State, Central India, announced tho establishment of a 
State People's Assembly and constitutional reforms of far-reaching importance, 

4th. Sir C. P. Ratnaswami Iyer, Dowan of Travnoeoro, issued a statement on tho 
recent activities of tho Trnvaoeore State Congress. 

At Lucknow, the Shiab-Sunnl differences which had remained dormant for 
some time, took a tufo for tiio worse, 

Tlie proposed changes in tha income fax !aw woro criticized In a communication 

from the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce aod Industry. 
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A communal clash in which a number of persons were injured occurred 
at Bylhet, 

5tb. A "supplementary demand for grant for training of the civil population in air 
raid precautionary measures made in the Bombay Assembly, 

The methods of police surveillance in the United Provinces are to bo examined 
by a commutes appointed by the local Government. 

Mahatma Gandhi arrived at Peshawar on his Frontier tour. 

A survey undertaken by tbo Punjab Government revealed that tba manufacture 
of accessories of bicycles and sewing machines can profitably be undertaken in 
this country, 

8th. Political activity in Dhonkanal State revived with the launching of a Satya- 
graba by the Dbeakaoal Proja ManJai. 

In Bombay Primary School teachers in the presidency were not properly trained, 
stated the committee appointed to advise on primary education in Bombay. 

Adjourning the Dusserah Session of the Mysore Representative Assembly, the 
Dewan touched on the Government's work for the people of the States. 

The need for inter-provincial co-operation for the industrial development 
of tiro country, was stressed by the Minister for Industries, Bombay in a Press 
interview. 

The Kashmir State Assembly discussed a non-official resolution urging that the 
lot ol Harijan3 be improved. 

7th. The proposal for a separate Moslem Federation to bo discussed by the Working 
Committee of the All-India Moslem League. 

Tbo Indian Medical Association made representation to the Central Board of 
Revenue in criticism of the Income Tax Bill. 

Tho preliminary bearing beforo the Federal court will begin this month In respect 
of the case filed by the U. P. Government relating to certain revenues which it 
contends, should be credited to it. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President-elect of the Sindh Moslem League Conference, was 
given a rousing reception at Karachi. 

Sir S. Radhakrishnan speaking in Madras, stated that a strong self-governing 
India would be the greatest advantage to the peace of the world, 

8th. Presiding at the Sindh Moslem League Conference at Karachi, Mr. M. A. 
Jionah strongly criticized Congress attitude to Moslem interests, and accused the 
Congress Executive of wanting tr divide the Moslems. 

Writing on the European crisis, Mahatma Gandhi asked the question (in the 
Barijanj whether Herr Hitler had discovered anew technique of organizing 
violence which enabled him to gain his end without shodding blood. 

Sir Henry Craik, the Punjab Governor, referred to the loyalty of the province 
to Britam during tho rccoat crisis jb Eciropo when ho replied to addresses of 
welcome at Ludhiana on his first official visit there. 

9tb. Tho Congress policy specially in regard to minorities’ problems and the claim of 
the organization to represent tho Italian nation were challenged by the 
Bengal sod the Punjab Premiers in their speeches at the Sindh Moslem League 
Conference. 

A schema for the setting up of a committee and a commission for the economic 
planning of industries, was submitted by the Ministers of Industries of tbo 
Congress administered provinces. 

Tbo Maharaja of Rewt its a message to his subjects, pleaded for the removal 
of uatoushdbility ia his State. 

10tb. A resalutios nrging that India be divided into two Federations, one for MosJenis 
and other for Bon-MosLeci groans was adopted at the Siodh Mostess League 
Conference, 
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The Federal oourt, for tbo first time in its history, mat to transact jadicial 
business. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naido performed the opening ceremony of the Catrepore Swadeshi 
Exhibition, 

The programme of the Moslem League was defined at the Sindh Moslem League 
Conference, 

At the general meeting of the Utkai Provincial Congress Committee, under the 
presidentship of Mr. Gopbandhu Cliaudhnri, the action of tlio Central Government 
in despatching British troops to Dhenkanal and Talohor 8tates and also the policy 
of repression pursued by the Kaj Darbare oamo in for sevore condemnation. The 
mooting also sympathised with the people in these States in their straggle for 
legitimate rights. 

11th. Dr. R. Naido. Fishery Expert to the Government of Bengal, pointed out how 
Bengal squandered her wealth in fish. 

Tbo Moselm League Conference passed two resolutions, oao on the Sukkur 
Barrngo debt and the other ou tbo political situation. 

A farther stop in tbo mass Jiteraoy campaign was taken by the Bihar 
Government who prepared a solieme for carrying on the work oa a provinw- 
wide scale in which private initiative would bo given full scope. 

In tho Doited Provinces, the chief aim of on elaborate scheme for medical re¬ 
lief in rural areas, was that medical relief would bo available to every one within 
five miles. 

The protagonists of the Shia-Sutmi dispute in Lucknow were busy formulating 
their future lino of action. 

The United Provinces Ministry Issued a warning to would-be critics of the 
Government against wild allegations. 

Tho industrial future of India was discussed by Bihar's Development Minister 
in a Press interview. 

Sir Sikandur Byat Khan, Premier of tho Punjab, received a great ovation when 
be visited tho Hoshiarpur district to preside over a peasants' conference, 

12th. The negotiations botwoon Mr. Jinnah, tbo Moslem members of the Sindh 
Assembly and the Promior for tbo formation of a League Ministry in tho pro¬ 
vince were reported to have broken down. 

Tbo Indian Jute Mills Association decided on action which it was believed might 
have an approoiablo effect on tho efforts that wero being mado to bring about an 
agreement among jute mills In India for tbo restriction of tho manufacture of 
jute goods. 

In a statoment isBuod at Lahore, Bhai Panunanaud, oomtnontieg on the Sindh 
Moslem Conference, warned tho Congress "not to stick to its wild guose chase but 
to start afresh." 

In tho Bombay Assembly, a Bill to provide, for tbo restoration cf laud* forfeited 
during the civil disobedience movement was introduced. 

13lt». A challenge to the Premiere of the Punjab and Bengal was one of tbo features 
of a Bpeeeh delivered at Agra by Pandit G. B. Pant, tho D. P. Promior. 

In a farewell speech at tbo Sind Moslem Conference at Karachi, Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah explained why he bad ‘rebelled' against the Congress. 

No solution of the Sindh Ministerial problem has yet boon evolved os a result 
of the Moslem League-Ministry talks in Karachi. 

"In view of the recent happenings, is it too much to hope from tho Congress 
that it would revise its policy aud start afresh", asked Bhai Paramaaanda, Senior 
Vice-President of the Hindu Mahasabha in tho course of a statement to the press 
at Lahore. 

The Sindh Premier issued a statement in reply to tbo one by Mr. M. A. Jinnah 
on the Ministerial dispute in Sindh. 
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In deference to the wfshofl of Mahatma OBodhf, the North-West Frontier 
Premier’s guards are to go unarmed in future. 

Tho Tariff Board examined representatives of the Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce regarding the grant of farther protootion to the Boriouitarai industry in 
India. 

14th. The Congress Coalition Ministry in Assam assured of a majority in the 
Assembly. 

Speaking at a Press Conference, Mr. Sabhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, 
referred to the resolution passed by the All-India Muslim League Executive with 
regard to tho Congress League parloys for a settlement of the Hindo-Musiim 
question. He said that Congress was prepared to discuss the question with tha 
League of any obstacles in the path or Hinda-Muslim unity. The Congress hid a 
simitar attitude with regard to the problems of other minorities. 

15th. Several Moslem leaders of Sindh issued a statement on the breakdown in the 
negotiations for the formation of League Cabinet in the Province. 

Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the Harijan on the wallr-out which occurred during 
a meeting of the All India Congress Committee, advised a ‘purge’ of the party. 

A variety of problems were discussed by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, leader of 
the Congress party is Bengal, in hie presidential speeoh at tha Mysore students’ 
Conference, 

Mahatma Gandhi met Red Shirt leaders at Peshawar. 

It was considered probable that the Congress High Command’s offer of arbitration 
in connexion with the United Provi nces Tenancy disputo would be accepted by tho 
Eemimiars. 

OpeoiDg tho Madras Press Workers’ Conference, the Labour Minister advfsed 
them to think more in terms of organization and loss in terms of strikes or 
direct action, 

Punjab Express derailed. One killed t 37 injured. 

Another trial of strength between the Ministerialists and Socialists ended in a 
decisive viotory for tho former at a meeting of the 0. P. Provincial Congress 
Committee. 

Tho question whether there will bo an eleventh hour change in the situation 
regarding tbo Tenancy Bill io the United Provinces Assembly, and whether there 
will be an adjournment of tho session for three weeks, was the question being 
discussed in Assembly oiroles. 

17th. The Congress attitude towards the Sindh Ministerial dispute was explained by 
Maulana Abol Ha]am Azad. 

Tho Federal Court sat to determine the question of the validity of the C. P. 
Act which authorized a taxation of 5. p. o. on the sale of motor spirit and 
lubricants. 

Dr, Sanaullah, President of tho Chittaeang District Nationalist Moslems' 
Conference criticized oertain activities of the League aod appealed for communal 
harmony. 

The Director of Industries, Bengal and the Deputy Director.of Sericulture in 
the province gave evidence before the Tariff Board which was inquiring into the 
question of granting further protection for Sorioulture industry. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Craik, Punjab Governor, seat back tho Debtor Pro¬ 
tection (Amendments Bill, with oertain recommendations, to the Assembly for re¬ 
commendation. 

Speaking at Mvsore, on civil aims, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, said that in a 
political conflict one was apt to neglect civil work. 

18th. The Rulers of States under the Eastern States Agency discussed ihe agitation 
amoBg subjects io certain Orissa States at • conference in Calcutta. 
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■" The Firferai Oo«rt : heard the arguments of the Advocate-General,- C. P. and 
Berar, in the case in which the validity of a Cl P,‘ Aot was questioned. 

’■ The heed for grantibg further protection to the sericulture industry was stressed 
before the Tariff Board by representatives of the 1 Government of- Bengal, 

The U. P. Assembly passed the U. P. Meins Bill. 

The Bombay Legislative Council passed all stages of the Forfeited Lands Bill 
which was passed by the Assembly. 1 “ , 

19th. The Council of Rulers of Statos under the Eastern States Agency passed a 
resolution characterizing the agitation now being carried on to soma of the Orissa 
States as the work of outside agitators, 

A riot in the Patiala Central Jail resultod in the death of throo prisoners and 
various injuries to several others. • 

The Advocate-General of Bengal continued his arguments in tho Federal Court 
in tho oase la whioh the validity of a C. P. Act was questioned by the 
Goveromont of India. 

20th. The negotiations between Mahatma .. Gandhi and . tboi Government of ; Bengal 
ovor the release of political prisoners are said to have broken down. 

The Federal Court reserved . judgment in the case rofi-rroj to,it wherein the 
validity of a C. P, Act was questioned by the Government of India. ■! , 

Mr. Jinnah critieizod the statement of the Congress President on the settlement 
of the communal problem. 

The formation of the Bardoioi Cabinet in Assam was completed with., the 
taking of tbs oath by tho third Moslem mombor of tho Ministry, , ... 

Tho latest proposals regarding tho U. P. Tenancy Bill ,wojre a,feature of a long 
discussion at a meeting of tho .0. P. Congress Party, , 

The meeting of the members of tho Rocoption Committee of the Ail India 
Hindu Mahasabha session at Nagpur ■ was buid in the Neill City High 
School Dali. , 

21st Representatives of the Bengal National Chamber of CotnmoToo gavo evidence 
in Calcutta boforo tho Tariff Board on tho question of protection for tha 
Sericulture industry. 

Whether tho publication of nows about oow slaughter tended to promote 
communal enmity and hatred, was discussed before a Full Bench of Lahore 
High Court, 

22nd. Pandit Jawharial Nehru addressed tho India League in London. Ho advised 
tho Indian students to continue to take an aotlvo interest in tho political life there 
instead of confining themselvog -merely to studies. He opined that they had a 
great opportunity to develop a broadur out-look tboro aftuE whioh they would bo 
useful soldiers in fighting for freedom on return to India, 

Troops again opened Qro in Dhonkanal whioh resultod in tha killing sf 3 persons 
god injuring many,. . : i 

23rd. The political activities of Msahrna Abul Kalam Azad were condemned at a 
mooting of Moslems held in Calcutta. 

Mahatma Gandhi had a busy day at Kobat where Dvo deputations waited 
on itiffl. | 

An interesting development in regard to tho - proposals for arbitration ovor the 
Tenancy Bill is reported to have occurred following a request made by the 
Agra Zemindars. , r 

24th. Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Linlithgow returned to India. 

The Congress President issued an appeal for funds for relict work in the flood- 
stricken areas of Beogaf. . ■ 
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•• Lord Lothian io Calcutta : interviewed by a Frees representative, ho saw] that ho 
saw 1- oo reason for a change in the-Government of India Act'*. ... 

25th. The Rnja of Dhnnknual arrived in. Calcutta and had an interview with the': 
President, Eastern States Ageaoy, 

The effect of (ho Bihar Tenancy Bills of the Congress Ministry of that province 
was rovtewod in a statement issued by Mr. Rajeodra Prosad, 

' Replying to r deputation on behalf of the Ban an City Defence Committee. 
Mahatma Gandhi outlined a plan ho bad formulated for dealing with raids and 
for a solution of the Frontier problem. 

26th. A resolution relating to tbo reappointment of detenus who had formerly bests 
employees of tho Calcutta Corporation, gavo rise to some discussion at a meeting 
of tho Corporation. 

Tho Government of Bengal (Local Self-Government Department) issued a 
circular letter to ali tbo Divisional.Commissioners with a yieiv to ascertaining the 
opinion of District Boards on the subject of the abolition of the Local Boards 
iand election of members of a Distriot. Board direotly by persons and entitled to 
vote at gnoh elections. , . . i .• . . . . ; 

; The year 3937-38 continued to be a disturbed one in Wailristan, stated,Aba 
Annual, Administration Report of the Frontier Corps of .Militia and Scouts. ,/ 

27th. The issue before U! P. landlords in connexion with tins proposed tenaooj? 
legislation, were informally discussed at Lucknow at the residence of the Raja of. 
Jvbangtrabsd. ■ „ . 

The first “dictator" Swnmi Ramananda Tirtha, of the Hyderabad State Congress 
and fpur of his assistants were arrested. , 

28lh. Mr. S. V. Parutekar, Labour loader, was aalced by the Speaker, Mr. G.' V. 
llflvalnokar, to withdraw from the House when in the Bombay Assembly ho 
made, in tho course of his speech on the Trade Disputes Bill, certain remarks 
attributing partiality to the Chair. 

Pundit Jawharlal Nehru declared in London, that British Imperialism was facing 
a difficult problem of its own oroation in Palestine aad made a 60 rry mess of it. 

An authoritative interpretation of the Haripnra Resolution on the Congress 
attitude towards Indian States. especially on its bearing on the Federal Scheme, 
wns given by Sardnr Valtabhbhai Patel In his presidential address to the fifteenth 
session of tbo Baroda State Subjects Conference held at Bhadran. “Unless and 
until popular legislatures are established in the States and the States’ administra¬ 
tions are carried on with the full consent and approval of tho people’s represen¬ 
tatives”, said Sardar Patel, it is futile to talk of Federation". •< • 

29th. Tho Congress Opposition to this Federal Scheme was reiterated by Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose at a public meeting at Shillong. < 

Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the ‘Hartjan’, pointed out the value of Hindustbani 
as the common language for India, ■ ■; 1 

30th. Tho Raja of Seraikclla, President of tho Council of Rulers, Eastern States. 
Agency, issued a statement on the recent happenings in some of , the States in 
Orissa. 

That an essential condition of Federation was responsible Government in the 
States was the view expressed by Sardar Yaliabhbhai Patel at a Baroda State 
Conference. 

The Tariff Board arrived at Srinagar to investigate the silk industry in Kashmirs 
and tho oifioiais were busy preparing a case for protection of the industry in the 
titate. 

The Executive Committee of the British Indian Association, Lucknow met to 
discoss the deadlock caused by the Oudh Taluqdars as a result of a resolution 
passed by the latter in connexion with the U, P. Tenancy Bill. 
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A plea for mare control of world affairs by woman with a view to obtaining 
more friendly relation between nations was mada by Lady Alirza Jsmaii. 

3 let. Mr. Snbbas Chandra Boss l Congress President replying to an address present¬ 
ed by the Cotton Colleges Union Sooiety, said, “You are living in a period of 
transition and of struggle It is your rare good fortuno that yoa are seeing the 
rebirth of the loian nation". 

The negotiations between the Jliaisierial Coalistioa party and the Opposition 
Moslem Group in the Bengal Assembly finally broke down. 


NOVEMBER 1938 

Chief Events Labour Disturbances in Bombay ; Police opened 
fire—unrest and picketing in Rajkot Stnte—Bengal Premieres alleffations 
against Congress Ministries—Death of Maulana Shauknt Alt, eminent 
Moslem Lender—Informal Conference of Rulers and their Ministers in 
Bombay—Income Tax Bill debate in tho Central Assembly, 

lit. Jlr. Sibil as Chandra Bose, speaking to Congressmen at Gauhati, advised them to 
devote more attention to Assam's tribal people. 

A statement denying the allegations raado in tho resolution passed by the 
Pnja Party executive oommittoe, issued by Mr, N. It. Sarkar, tho Bongo! Finance 
Minister. 

In the Bombay Assembly, Gvo of tho most important clauses of the Trades 
Disputes Biii relating to illegal strikes and lock-outs and penalties woro passed. 

2 nd. Mr. Sttbhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, in a speech at Dhubri reiterated 
the Congress determination to fight Federation ami urged peasants to gain the 
organization wbioh ho said represented the interest of the country, 

Indian Cotton interests closely affootod by an agreement concluded in Cairo for 
now quota arrangements greatly strengthening Lancashire's position in Egyptian 
markets. 

Mr. t>, Snlyamnrthi, Dy. Leader of the Congress Party in tbo Central Assembly, 
in a statement to tho Press said, “I desire to warn His Majesty's Government, as 
‘a moderate Congressman myself that if Indian States refuse to send their 
representatives to the Federal legislature by monos of election, there is no prospect 
of Federation," 

Tho Khalsa Diwan of Patiala State, in tho course of an appeal to tho subjects 
of tbo State, urged thorn to watch the result of tbo deliberations of tho Constitu¬ 
tion Committee and not to bo iud astray by mianbif-opkers from outsido. 

3rd. In tho Bombay Assombiy, Mr. Jamnadas Mohta and 14 of his supporters walked 
out of the House, during tho third reading of the Trades Disputes Bill, 

Tho Bengal Jute Ordinance* which was tho subject of controversy in the Press, 
was defended by Mr. Nalini Baojau Barkar, tho Finance Minister, in an intorviow 
with the Associated Press. 

4th. Tho Bombay Legislative Assembly passed tho 3rd. reading of tho Trades Disputes 
Bill by 65 votes to 25, 

A plea for intensified national effort (o utilizo within the country ita large 
agricultural and mineral resources was made by Mr. A. R. Dalai in bis presidential 
addiess at the third quarterly genera! meeting of tbo Indian Chamber of Commerce 
in.Caloutta, 
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Deprecating the mimiso of the Congress Flag, Mahatma Gandhi said in Bombay 
that he would not hoist it on public buildings unless it was agreed to unanimously. 

6 th. Deforestation and soil erosion not only intensify floods but threaten subsoil 
water supply and reduce agricultural out-put, said Mr. 61. R. Richardson at the 
annual meeting of the Central Board of Irrigation at Delhi. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Boso made an appeal in Calcutta to rally round the banner 
of the State Congress, which was to all intents and purposes, he said, the banner 
of the Indian National Congress, 

7th. Serious labour disturbances ooourrod in Bombay. The Polios fired twioe oa 
rioters. 

Charges of “intense selfishness and ruthless sacrifice of Moslem interests" were 
levelled against Hindu Ministers in Congress Provinces by Mr. Fazlul Huq, 
Bengal Premier, in an open letter to the President of the Bengal Hindusabba. 

A vigorous defence of the policy of the Bengal Government with regard to the 
release of the political prisoners was made by Khawaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home 
Minister. 

Mr. B. O, Chatterjee, President of the Bengal Hindu Sabha, issued a statement re: 
percentage in Bervicos, 

8 th. Praise for the work dona by the All-India Women's Conference during the 
the Health Exhibition at Shillong, was expressed by Lady Reid when she presided 
over the annual conference of the Assam branon of the organization hold at the 
Lady Keane College. 

The adjournment motion to discuss “curiailment of the liberty of the Press" 
by the Provincial Government was rejected in N. W. F. P, Assembly by 25 votes 
to 22. 

The Bombay Assembly passed the 2nd. and the 3rd. readings of the Medical 
Practitioners' Bill. 

9th. Full approval of Congress leaders’ decision not to participate in (he work of 
the CbatQeld Expert Enquiry Committee on Indian defence was expressed by 
Sir Cbimanial Setalvad, the President of the Indian National Liberal Federation 
in the course of a statement to the press, Sir Chimanlal pointed out that the 
British Government in this instance, repeated the blunder they bad committed 
in constituting the Sinter Commission. 

10 th. The Thakore S.ihob of Rajkot announced in a notification that firm action 
would be taken to preserve law and order. 

Death of Kcma! Ataturk, President of tho Turkish Republic and the maker of 
Turkey. 

llth. Armistice Day was observed in Calcutta and other places with the usual im¬ 
pressiveness. 

About 220 political prisoners in the Duta Duos and Alipore Central Jaiis began 
a three day hunger-strike "as a protest against their treatment in Jails”. 

Writing in Harijan, Mahatma Gandhi reaffirmed his faith in non-violence as a 
remedy for the world’s ills. 

Although there had been some suggestions from Bengal for the re-election of 
Mr. Subbas Chandra Bose, as president of the Indian National Congress, these 
were not seriously considered in responsible Congress circles. 

12th. An attempt by the Opposition in the Bombay Legislative Assembly to move 
an adjournment motion on tho recent firing was test. 

A resolution condemning the policy of the Bengal Ministry with regard to the 
release of political prisoners, enunciated in tho Government Communique on the 
subjeot was passed at a public meeting in Calcutta, presided over by Mr, 
Bubhoa Chandra Bose. 
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, A sctuane for the extension of tho Youth Welfare Movement to-the districts 
of Bengal was inaugurated. 

Picketing was resumed at Rajkot and a Lathi charge was alleged to hare bean 
made to disperse & public mooting bald in tho evening. 

13th. The Maharaja of Jaipur had a miraculous escape from death when the propel¬ 
ler of his piano dropped oft while Hying solo. 

Eloquent tributes to tho life and work of Komal Ataturk ware paid at a 
mooting of tho Moslem lostituro in Wellesley Square, Calcutta. Tha Maharaja- 
dhiraja of Burdwau presided. 

13th. The Beleot Commilteo reported on the Bill to amend the Indian Income Tax 
Act of 1923, and the stage now sot for tho debate in tho Central Assembly on a 
measure of tho greatest consequoooe to tho business community aud private 
individuals alike. 

The Central Assembly passed an official Bill seeking to widen Municipal 
franchise in Ajmor-Merwara. 

Tho Bengal Government sot up an expert committee to carry out an extensive 
Industrial survey of tho Province and to make recommendations. 

ISth. A oonforenco of Directors of Industries of various Provinces and States 
interested in Sericulture was hold in tho office of the Tariff Board, Calcutta. 

Some remarkable figures wero given by tho Finnnoo Member, Sir James Grigg 
when ho moved the further consideration of tlio income-lux Bill in the Assembly. 

17th. In the Central Assembly, Sir Nripondra Nath Siroar, the Law Member was 
warmly Bpplanded by Congress members in the Assembly, whon ho repeated for 
their bonout part of a spooch ho had made at the last Assembly of the League 
of Nations. 

Various questions in coanextlon with tho Sorioullure industry woro discussed 
at tho resumed sitting of the conference of Directors of Industries of various 
provinces and 8tatcs in Calcutta. 

Pandit Jawharial Nehru, accompanied by his daughter, ludira, roturnod to India. 

The Government of Bengal addressed a circular letter to Commissionors of 
Divisions oatlining tho Government’s revised policy in regard to water-supply, 
particularly In the matter of distribution and disbursement of State grants in 
rural areas. 

The Independent tribunal sot up by tho Mysoro Government to inquire into the 
police firing in Vidhuraswatham vilhsgo oa April 25, published its roport 

18th, A plea for an adequate protective duty on imported raw silk was put forward 
before the Tariff Board in Calcutta. 

There was a redistribution in sotno of tho portfolios in tho Bengal Cabinet 
following the appointment of two additional Ministers, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and 
Mr. ghamsuddia Ahmed. , 

18th. Mahatma Gandhi wrote in tho Hartjan, “The Frontier Province must remain 
a place of frequent pilgrimage for me. For though tho rest of India may fail 
to show true non-violence, thoro seems to bo good ground for hoping that the 
Frontier Province will pas9 through the fiery ordeal. 

Tho Director of Industries, Assam, gave kin views on tho question of granting 
protection to the sericulture industry boforo tho Tariff Inquiry Board la Calcutta. 

A challenge to tho Premier of Bengal to substantiate certain allegations said to 
have been made by him against Congress Ministers was thrown out by Mr. Biswa- 
natb Das, Premier of Orissa, is Iho oourse of a letter to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

20 th. The demand for constitutional reforms by Indian States’ subjects was discussed 
in a Press Interview in Bombay by the President of tho All-India States’ People’s 
Conference, 
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Sixteen thousand nnemployed tortile workers in Cawapore soot a petition to the 
Governor of the C. P. through tho Collector praying for help for removing some 
of their difficulties, 

Mr. S'tMuw Chandra Rose, while inaugurating a Commerce Association at tho 
Lucknow University, declared, “Wo do not want a struggle tor its own sale ; 
We want freedom without struggle if possible, and through a struggle if 
necessary. We have put our trust in God.” 

An appeal for the acceptance of Federation was made by Sir Sbannmkham 
Chetty, Dewan of Cochin at a iunch in Madras. 

At Lucknow, Mr. Snbhas Chandra Pose addressed a huge gathering. He said, 
‘•India wants to attain her goai not through the weakness of Britain.” 

21»t. In the Central Legislative Assembly, Mr. A. Altman, Loader of the European 
Group referred to the •‘permanently hostile sttitnde of income-tax officials towards 
fts°««iscos” and suggestoa that these officials should be asked to remember their 
duty to the public, 

fn the Central Assembly, a question was asked regarding Mahatma Gandhi's 
statement that he knew he would not be allowed to visit the tribal areas in the 
Frontier Province. 

Pandit O. B. Pant, the United Provinces Premier, inaugurating the Taw Society 
of Lucknow University, said that the profession of taw was worth preserving 
because there was room for virtue is every walk of life. 

22 nd. Tho Committee of tho Indian Mining Federation nrged that the interests of 
economy w.,uld bo belter served if the output of railway collieries were restricted 
to a minimum, and if larger quantities were obtained from the market, 

fn the Central Assembly, discussion on the Income-Tax Bill was resumed. 

Daring the snpplemontaries on the questions in the Central Assembly regarding 
She conciliations and progress made as regards the introduction of Federation and 
Opposition B-uehes protested when the leader of the House declined to answer 
ceitain question, answer to which, according to him could not be given in publio 
interest ami in view of them. 

23rd. Speaking to journalists at Lucknow, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress 
President referred to the question of the Congress formulating its foreign 
policy. 

The case against Sardar Vallabbhni Patel on a charge of defamation filed by 
Mr. Jayantilal H. Amin, of Bombay, was withdrawn by the complainaat. 

24th. In an interview wish Press representatives at Lahore, Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose expressed his views on the futare of Bengal Ministry. 

A coromno : que issued by the Maharaja of Bikaner, as President of special 
Committer of the Clmmbor’of Princes appointed to deal with ttie reorganization 
described the work of the Committee, in session in Bombay. 

Fir Chi mania! Setatvad, the President of the National Liberal Federation of 
India, in the course of talk on tho Liberal party of India, declared the return of 
the Indian National Congress to constitutionalism marked tho triumph of the 
principles of Liberalism.” 

25ih. Mr. Snbhas Chandra Bose, addressing a public meeting at Jullnnder, declared 
that if the Federal constitution was forced upon India, a Satyagralia would be 
inevitable. 1 

An increase in the outturn and higher prices for tea are revealed in the report 
of the Director of Agriculture in Assam, on tea culture in the province for the 
year 153?. 

26th, Bis Excellency, Lord Brabourne, Chancellor of the Calcutta University paid an 
eloquent tribute to the educational work of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee when be 
conferred the honorary degree of D. Lit. on him, 

4 
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Mahatma Gandhi wrote as article in the Hurijan, on the persecution of the 
Jews in Germany and advised thorn to choose tho path of non-violence to vindicate 
their position on earth. 

In the Contral Assembly, after a dobato tasting six successive sittings, tho House 
agreed to tho Finance Minister's motion that the Income-Tax Bill as it bad emer¬ 
ged from the select committee be taken into consideration. 

The Contral Provinces Government deoidod to intervene in the affairs of Uie 
Nagpur Municipality which were reported in chaotio condition following dispute 
between tho present office-bearers and the Congress Party. 


27th. The death occurred in Delhi at the ago of 05 years of Maulana Shaukat Alt. 
eminent Moslem loader. Representatives of tho various parties and sections of 
pohtiaal opinion in India joined in paying tributes to tho illustrious decessod. 


Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a speech at Gujorhlian ( Punjab! described the 
Congress as the non-oBioial parliament of tho country. 


28tb. A vigorous speech In support of unity between bigger and smaller States was 
made by the Jam Sahib of Navanagar, tho Chancellor of tho Chamber of Princes, 
when opening an informal conference of Rulers and their Ministers in Bombay. 

In a Government Communique wore dosoribed tho efforts of tho Pramior and 
other Ministers of Assam to bring about an amicable sottlomont between Hindus 
and Moslems. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidn, replying to addresses prosoutot! to hor by the Cuttack 
Municipality said, “No community in India, whatever its numoricul strength, its 
wealth and Its power can achieve national independence by itself.” 

Maulana Shaukat AH was buriod on the eastern side of .Tuinmn Uusjid, tho 
famous mosque at Delhi, before a largo uud representative gathering which 
included his colleagues in tho Central Legislature. 

His Excolloncy Lord Brabourne, Governor of Bengal, hold his first investiture 
Durbar at Government House, Calcutta. 


29tb, His Excellency tho Vieoroy disoussod tho problems of agricultural marketing 
id opening a oonfcrouco of iliuistora from British India nud from the Indian 
Btates. 

Various mattors oonnoctod with tho wolfaro of women woro disoussod at tho 
annual meeting of the All Bengal Women's Union, bold iu Calcutta. Hor High¬ 
ness the Maharani Sueharu Devi of Muyurbhuoj presided. 

When tho iuformal conference of Priuaea and their Ministers resumed its sitting 
in Bombay there was a general discussion of tho scheme for tho reorganization 
of the Chamber of Princes. 

At a conference with party leaders, at New Delhi, the Finance Membor, Sir 
James Grigg, it was understood, made it clear that any agreement that the confe¬ 
rence might arrive at regarding “disoritniDatoiy" provisions in tho Income-Tax 
Bill could only be put in effect with the consent of the Governor-General. 

Replying to an addross of welcome presented by the Ravonshaw College 
students' Union, Mrs, barojini Naidu disapproved of organizations of students 
on communal fines. 


30tb. Speaking at tit. Andrews’ Day Di Drier in Calcutta, Major Uenoral G. M. 
Lindsay expressed the opinion that tho Auxiliary Forces would, in a future war, 
be asked to take a far greater part in tbu defence of Calcutta. 

Tho Central Assembly, having agreed to postpone consideration of the clauses 
in dispute, proceeded with Ihu discussion of tho iocomy-Tax Bill and altered 
two clauses, 

Tho States Conference at Bombay agreed oa ratio’s for tho representation of 
the various groups of Stales on the Standing Committee of tho Chamber of Princes. 

The contributions of Sir Jagadtah Chandra Bose to Science were recalled at a 
memorial meeting to the Scientist, held at the Bose institute m Calcutta. 
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DECEMBER 1938 

Chief Events— -Income Tax Bill Debate continued in the Centra! 
.Assembly—All India Landholders’ Conference at Parbhanga—Reforms 

Controversy in the Rajkot State—Viceroy's important statement on 

Federation at the Associated Commerce Chamber in Calcutta—Holding 
of All India Conferences—Muslim League at Patna, Hindu Mahasabha 
at Nagpur and Liberal Federation at Bombay. 

1st. In the Assam Assembly, the motion expressing no-confidence in the Bardolot 
Ministry, which was tabled immediately after the Cabinet’s formation, was not pre¬ 
ssed when the winter session opened. 

A joint session of tho U.P, Legislature met to discuss tbe deadlock ever the 
Stamp and the Court Fees Bills. 

The informal conference of Princes and their Ministers at Bombay concluded. 

2nd. The Federal Court, In its first case of importance, held that the Central Pro¬ 
vinces Act to buy a sales tax on petrol is not ultra vires ol tbe Central Provinces 
Legislature. 

The Central Assembly passed the motion censuring the Government for associa¬ 
ting themselves with a memorial to an officer and 22 men of the 75th. Gordon 
Highlanders. 

A joint session of the U. P. Legislature passed the Stamp Bill. 

The present session of the Punjab Assembly came to an abrupt end following 
the failure of the Premier to get the chair to agree to a ‘non-stop’ sitting. 

3rd. Mahatma Gandhi wrote in tbe Harijan “If tbe Congress feels that it has tho 
power to offer effective interference it will bo bound to do so when tho call 
comes.’’ 

The death occurred in Calcutta ol Sir Brojendra Nath Seal, the eminent Bengali 
pbilcsopbor. 

The joint session of tho 0. P, Legislature discussed the Court Fees Bill. 

A Bdl to amend the Sylhot Tenancy Act was, after being opposed by the 
Government, negatived by the Assam Assembly, opposition not claiming a division. 

4th. Mr. B. 0. Cbatterjee, President of the Bengal Hindu Sabha, in a statement 
said that it was to India's interest to remain within a free and federated British 
India. 

Mr. fvibhns Chandra Bose, Congress President, discussed at Karachi with the 
Sindh Premier matters relating to tho provincial Ministry. 

Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy, Labour Minister, Bengal addressed the Indian Seamen’s 
UnioQ, Kidderpore, when he opened a night school for the illiterate membets 
of the Union. 

5th. In the Central Assembly a statement that Ottawa agreement would not be 
continued beyond the end of the next Budget Session was made by an-official 
spokesman. 

The Congress Coalition Ministry iu Assam scored a narrow victory in the 
Assembly when the Opposition demanded a division refusing permission to 
a Government supporter to withdraw a resolution. 

In the Central Assembly good progress was made when several clauses of the 
Income-Tax Bill Bill were passed. 

The Assam Assembly accepted a resolution recommending to the Government 
the release of political prisoners. 

6tb. The agreement reached at a Conference of Central Assembly party leaders on 
certain amendments to the Income-Tax Bill was communicated to the Gevernor- 
Geoeral for necessary sanction. 
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Following the agrcomont roachod between tho Moslem League, the Congress 
Party and iho Government in connexion with the Income-Tax Bill, two members 
of the European group tabled six amendments to three vital clauses 
of the Bill. 

In the Central Assembly Mr. S. Satyamurthi asked a question regarding the 
financial effect on India of the oonoessious to the British Array. 

7th. The Aga Kbsn in a Press interview at Karachi, stated that ha would do his 
best for bringing about the communal unity. 

The Government of Bengal issued a note correcting certain reports in tho press 
on the labour unrest ia jute mills area Calcutta. 

The Contral Assembly passed a large number of olauscs of tho Income- 
Tax Bill. 

A remark by the President of the Central Assembly that th) House “is becom¬ 
ing like a bazar" evoked protests from the Congress Beaches. 

8th. Tho Central Assembly took up clause 4 of the Income-Tax Bill and relented 
the Congress Nationalist amendment relating to the basis of taxation of 
foreign income. 

In lire Central Assembly ft number of questions relating to India’s cotton 
trade was asked by Mr. T, S. A, Chottiar, Mr. 8. Baiyamurthi and Prof. 
M. G. Ranga. 

Hie Commerce Member in the Central Assembly replied to questions regarding 
the shipping rate war in pilgrim traffic. 

The Assam Cabinet defeated a uo-eoufidouce motion moved against them 
by four votes. 

Tho Viswabharatl Exhibition of Aria and Crafts was opened in Calcutta by 
Mr, Subiias Chandra Bose. 

8th. The Centra! Assembly passed tho oiauso 4 of the Income-Tax Bill. 

Tho monopoly of martial spirit and aptitudo claimed for tho Punjab by Sir 
Rikandar Hyat Khan, was challenged by tho Liboral Lender Sir Chimaulal 
Setalvad. 

Presiding at tho prize giving of tho 8t. Xavier’s College, Cflloutta, Lord 
Brabouroo said that tho true purpose of education was to constantly translate 
experience into wisdom. 

Tho Assam Cabinet won another victory over the Opposition, re ; remission of 
land revenue granted for 1938-30, 

The Ruler of Rajkot State announced a number of important reforms—the 
Legislature to retain its fully elective character. 

In the Centra! Assembly, the true purpose of the additional import duty on salt 
was explained by the Finance Member. 

10th. The Central Assembly concluded the discussion on tho Income-Tax Bill. 

The Aga Khan believes that tho prospects of Federation “are fairer than ever," 
but he thinks that the general opinion among tho Princes is not in favour 
of Federation, 

Tho advice which Mahatma Gandhi gave to Travancoro State Congress depu¬ 
tation which saw him in November last, was the subject cif a statement to the 
Press by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Landlords from ail over India met in Conference at Darbhanga and decided to 
form an All-India Landholders’ Federation. 

The Congress President, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose issued a statement on tho 
Jute Ordinance and the strike situation in certain jute mills in Bengal. 

Mr, Bhukbhal Deaai. Loader of tho Opposition in the Contral Assembly 
supporting iho motion that tho Income-Tax Bill, as amended be passed, paid a 
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tribute* to tho contribution of Sir James Grigs and the members of the Eurotwan 
group towacds bringing about tho agreement on clause 4 of the Bill. 

llth. At Wardhn among tho subjects discussed by the Coegress Working Committee 
were the Indian States and tho Bihari-Baagali controversy in Bihar. 

Bardar Vallnbhbbai Fatal issued a statement on the scheme of constitutional 
reforms in Uujkot Stato, 

Addressing tho Covooation of Lucknow University, Pandit Q, B. Pant f tbe U, P« 
Premior said that tliuro was plenty of work (or educated men in the villages. 

Tho Maharaja Kumar 6ir Vijaya of Vizianagarm, speaking at the Landholders’ 
Conference at Darbhauga, referred to tho need for goodwill and cooperation among 
acmmdars and tenauts. 

Bis Exeoliunuy Sir Franois Wylie made his Orst public speech at Nagpur since 
his assumption as Governor of the Central Provinces when he addressed the 
Nagpur University convocation. 

I2th. Reference fo tho Viceroy’s sympathy for tho riot and His Excellency's 
efforts to improve tho country side was made by (he Maharajadbiraja Bahadur 
of Darbbanga, proposing the toast of I/ord and Lady Linlithgow at a dinner given 
in honour of their Excellencies' visit to Darbhaoga. 

The Central Assembly passed the third reading of tho Income-Tax Bill and tho 
Wheat Bill, and tho Bouse was then adjourned sine die. 

J3lh. His Excellency the Viceroy arrived in Calcutta, 

The European Group in the Assam Logislatoro issued a manifesto sotting forth 
the main aims uf the Group. 

Mahatma Gandhi drafted a resolution at Wardhtt, defining the policy of the 
Congress towards iho Indian Stales. 

Roplyiog to an address of welcome in Khurdah, the Orissa Premier referred 
to tho unrest in some of the Orissa States. 

14lb, Tho Congress Working Committee passed a resolution relating to the attitude 
of tho Congress to Indian States—welcoming the awakening of the people of the 
Indian Status in mauy parts of the country. 

Nino political prisouors wore released from tits Gauhati jail ill pursuance of the 
Assam Government’s decision. 

Mr, M. A. Jiaoah deoiiood the invitation of the Defence Secretary to serve 
on the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 

Sir Patrick Cadell, Cowan of Rajkot, issued a Press Note in reply to Sardar 
Vatlabhbbai Patel’s statement of reforms in Rajkot State. 

IStb. The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution declaring the Hindu 
Mahasabha aud the Moslem League as communal organisations. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Haig at the Jubilee dinner of the Upper Indian 
Chamber of Commerce in Cawopore, pointed out tho need for industrial peace and 
the way to that peaco, 

Tho Bengal Land Revoouo Commission issued a questionnaire. The Commission 
will tour several other provinces with a view to comparing the level of rents and 
tbe condition of ryots there, with those of Bengal. 

16th. A communique bv the Government of India stated that the Government had 
no intention of allowing a lowering of the present Exchange Value of tho rupee. 

Mr. H, G. Wells, tho eminent author, in an interview in Bombay stated 
that ho coo Id not agree that tho policy of non-violeaeu was a pauaoea for iho 
world's present troubles. 

The Congress Working Committee discussed the Biodu-Moslem question but did 
not come to any definite conclusions. 
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!o performing (ho ceremony of taring fho foundation stone of the Agricultural 
Institute at Dacca, tbs Bengal Premier referred to t!io Ministry's scheme for itn- 
proring agrioultura ia the province. 

Sneaking at the Madras District Political Conference, Mrs. Sarojini Naidtt referred 
to Federation and the communal question, 

17tfc. Mahatma Gandhi in an article in the Harijan replied to criticisms lovollod 
against bis appeal to Jows in Oormany to praotiso the orood of violence. 

A tonativo programme of work for the Assam Ministry was prepared by the 
Congress Prosident and tbo parliamentary aub-oomrailtoo. 

Under tbo caption *Rcd tapo", Mahatma Gandhi wroto in the Harijan, “If the 
Ministers aro to copo with their now responsibility, Uioy most discovor the art of 
burning red tape”, 

I Bill. Hii Excellency Sir Roger Lnmloy, Governor of Bombay, slressod the value of 
of tho work ti the Historical Records Commission at the opening of the session 
of fho Commission at Poona, 

Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan, Secretary of tho All India Moslem League, speaking 
at Nagpur stated that Moslems desired an honourable settlement with the Congress 
but no agreement could bo arrived at so long as tbs Congress was not prepared 
to recognize the League as tho only representative organization of Indian Moslems. 

19tb. An important statement on tho prCBpoota of Federation was made by His 
Fxcnllenoy tbo Vioeroy in opening the annual mooting of tho Associated Chambers 
of Commerce is Calcutta. 

Sir Mohamod Zafrulia Khan and Mr. A. 3 . Raismnn arc to succeed Sir N. N. 
Sircar and Sir .tamos Grigg as tho Law Member and tho Finance Member to tho 
Government of India, respectively. Dcwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar 
will succeed Sir Mohamod Zsfruliah Kbaa as Commerce Member. 

20th. Presiding at tho annual general mooting of tho Fodorotton of Employers In 
Calcutta, Sir Edward Bonthal statod that tho omployers were determined that 
labour should liavo a fair deal, 

Mr. M, A. .Tir.tiah issued a statement on ifio Vitjoroy’s appeal to give the Federal 
scheme a trial. In this oononzion ho criticized the working of provincial auto¬ 
nomy In tbo Congress provinces. 

An appeal to tho Vioeroy to remove tho “ugly features” of Federation was made 
by Mr. Satyamnrtbi at a speech in Bombay. 

2i‘t Unequivocal support for tho Fodoral plan was voiced bv Sir Edward Bonthnll, 
Prtsidaqt, speaking at a mooting of tbo Council of tho European Association in 
Calcutta. 

Tho Congress President, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a statement on tho 
v loeroy s speech ia Caloutta sard that His Kiceilosov’s speech did not call for a 
change in tho Congress aUitudo towards Ffldaratloo. 

An appal for a better undorstaoding botwoon landlords and tenants was made 
by tho Bengal Minister for Revenue in opening au exhibition at Port Caonicg. 

The possibility of Congress forwarding a positive demand for Purna Swaraj and 
makiDg use of sanctions if tho British Government poraistod with tho Federal 
Plan was indicated by Mr. Subhas Chandra Boss. 

22nd- The Contra! Advisory Board of F.duoaiion, appointed to consider tho 
Wardha Edaoatiqn scheme published a report with tho following observations, 
“Ail critioisms directly or indirootly implying that obiid labour is to bo exploited 
for economic purposes, so that the schools can bo wholly or oven partially self, 
supporting is irrelevant. Critics, therefore, who believe that fho schools will bo 
mdustnal or vocational in tho narrow mono and that the Byslom is intended to 
force young children Into proscribed vocations havo not appreciated tho roai 
significance of tho Wardha Scheme.'’ 
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23rd. Mr. Satyamorlhi relate 1 Mr. Jinnah’s statement to the effect tbit provin¬ 
cial autonomy was not functioning on democratic lines in the Congress adminis¬ 
tered provinces. 

24th. Mahatma Gandhi writing in the Harijan on District Boards, suggested reforms 
in Municipal bodies with a view to their forming themselves into brigades for 
national service. 

Mr, dinnab, the President-elect of the Moslem League session, was accorded a 
great reception on bis arrival at Patna. 

The Secondary Education Committee of Orissa recommended the prorincia- 
lisatjon of a large number of aided so hoots in the province. 

25th. Tho Sindh Premier had several interviews with the Leader of the Opposition 
in tho Sindh Assembly with a view to arriving at a compromise over the 
ministerial tangle in the province. 

The Forest Committee in Bengal issued a questionnaire on forest preservation 
in the province. 

Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan at Lahore emphasized the need for military training 
of Indians. 

26th. Rajkot trouble ended—Tho Durbar agreed to the grant of responsible Govern¬ 
ment. Tho compromise was arrived at after a heart to heart talk between 
Sardar Patel and the Thakore lasting Cor several hoars. 

The 26th, session of the All India Moslem League session commenced. 
Mr. S. A. Ail*, chairman of the Reception Committee delivered his address 
followed by tho President, Mr. M. A. Jmnah who attacked Mahatma Gandhi 
for giving to Congress what he termed a Hindu outlook and Hindu ideals. 

27U>. A resolution favouring tho launching of oivil disobedience in Bihar, the 

Dnited Provinces and tho Central Provinces was passed at the open session 
of the All India Moslem League at Patna. 

The Satyagraha movement by tho State Congress Parties in Rajkot and 
Hyderabad "suspended. 

Presiding over the Depressed Classes Conference at Erode, Mr. M. C. Raja 
paid a tribute to the British Government, saying that the Congress Ministries 
were only continuing the good work done by the British. 

28th. The All India Moslem League passed a resolution criticizing British 

policy in Palestine. A resolution on the agitation in Indian States was also 
passed. 

The thirteenth session of the Alt India Women's Conference is meeting in 

Delhi. 

Announcements with regard to responsible Government were made in two 
States, Benares and Ramdoorg. 

Mr. S. Satyamarthi, presiding over tho second session of the Alt India 

Local Self-Government Conference in Calcutta, urged the abolition of useless 

bodies and praised the time honoured institution of village pane hay a ts, 

Mr. V. D. Sivankir, President-Elect of thd SOth Annual Hindu Maha- 

sabha, arrived at Nagpur. Mr. M. :G. Chitnavis, Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, said, ‘We feel that the Congress ha3 no right to stand on 
behalf of the Hindus aud bargain our rights to a third party without 

consulting os. Mr. V. D. Savarkar, in tho course of his presidential address 

said, "We Hindus made the Congress what it is today, but it has suddenly 
turned against us who raised it to a position of power over soma seven 
Provinces iu India.” JSe predicted, Hindus will fight single-handed and win 

the country's freedom. 

29lh. In Bombay, Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel speaking on the agitation for 

responsible Government in the States, said, ‘If Holers and people are left to 
themselves the problem in each State will be easily and peacefully settled,” 
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Ad anti-war resolution moved by Mrs. V. L. Pondit was unanimously 
adopted by tho All-India Women's Conference nt Delhi. 

Mr. Jionah attacked tho Compress Parly and referred to tho arrests of 
people in Madras io connexion with tho Auti-Hindi agitation and the 
firing in Bombay over the Trades Disputes Aot. 

30tb. Tho Hindu Mahasabha at its opoti session at Nagpur passed a resolution 
accepting Federation os being tn tho interest of the solidarity of tho 

Hindu community. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru stressed on tho wisdom of choosing Dominion Stains 
ns tho goal of India at tho annual conference of the Indian Libera! Federation 
in Bombay. 

An appeal for communal unity, particularly in Bengal, waa made by Mr. 3. 
Satyamurthi in an address in Calcutta on “jjtato and Religion.” 

Sir Henry Gidney, on his return from England said in a speeoh at Bombay, 
that tho time was not for off when tho leaders of alt communities in India would 
coalesce, 

Tho All India Local Self-Government Conference adopted resolutions favouring 
joint electorates In Municipal administration, aud making voting at local bodies 
election compulsory. 

“Understand politics and do not he blindly led by a few Intelligent leaders”, 
said Pandit Nebrn addressing 6O,OC0 kiaons at a political conference in the United 
Provinces. 

3lit. Several speakers nt tho National Iibernl Federation criticised tho Congress 
Executive for its interference in the administration of Ministries in tho Provinces. 

A committee to devise means forthe formulation of a scheme for imparting 
military training to Knliatriyas was formed at tho Conference of the All-India 
Khatriya Mahasabha >n Calcutta, 

The United Provinces Political Conference passed a resolution expressing tho 
view that provincial autonomy was too restricted for effective progress aud 
rejecting the Federal scheme. 

A request for greater faoilities for Indians in the country's defence forces was 
made at the National Liberal Federation. 



INDIA IN HOME POLITY 

INTRODUCTION 


The events and developments in India and outside during the time, 
the last stx months of 1938, that form the subject matter of this study,* 
represent a time of disappointment and disillusionment! 

DiuUusionment of J he 4 “ r , et f eat ” democracy na people generally 
understand !t to be. Roth inside and outside the 
country, these events and developments have made 
men and women cynics, lasing faith in principles and policies for 
which they have suffered and sacrificed. The beginning of the period 
marked the end of a year of Congress "rule” m the majority of the 
provinces of India. Within the limits of the constitutional arrange- 

S eots made by the Government of India Act of 1935, all the Ministries, 
ongress or non-Congress, have been trying to bring some measure of 
relief to the masses, to heal up certain of the wounds that centuries 
of neglect, of exploitation, have inflicted on the body politic. Rent, 
revenue and debts have been sealed down ; the rights of the cultivator 
to the fruits of his labour have been recognised ; his ownership of tbe 
soil is alt but recognised ; and ho and the labourer in fields and 
factories occupy the centre of the stage in the evolving life of India 
to-day. A breath of fresh air has been wafted into “the authoritarian 
atmosphere of India” ; new hopes have risen in hearts overlaid with 
frustrations of centuries ; new visions of better life float before the 
people’s eyes. This mood of hopes and doubts was described by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after the fateful decision of the Indian 
National Congress allowing Ministries to function in its name and 
on its behalf 


“But the responsibility is ours in the eyes of the people ; and if ire cannot 
discharge these to their sutisfsction. if hopes nre unfulfilled snd visions unrealised, 
the burden of disillusion wili also bo ours. We hare to keep the right perspective 
always before os, the object for which the Congress stands, the independence of 
India and the ending of tbe poverty of tbe people. We have at the saute time to 
labour for smaller ends which bring some immediate relief to the masses. Wa 
hare to act simultaneously on this double front.” 


The disappointment and disillusionment that have overtaken many 
of us in India are to bo traced to the feeling that in accepting the 
Ministries and iu guiding the administrative machinery 
Wfotr {he leaders of the Congress, its guides and philosophers, 
DmUurionnwnt appear to be neglecting the objective for which 
successive generations have been striving—the indepen¬ 
dence of India. Small reforms are enemies of the great re-form and 
re-construction of human life. In India we are witnessing an example 
of this debacle, say the critics inside the Congress. The masses appear 
to be dissatisfied; strikes and Kisan movements are unmistakable 
evidences of this dissatisfaction ; leaders may have helped to give 

5 
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organised expression to this, but the seed-plots must have been ready 
everywhere, in every province. The classes also appear to be dissatisfied. 
They have beeQ called upon to make material sacrifices without which 
relief could not be brought to the masses ; for Swaraj they were and 
are prepared to mnko sacrifices, to make the supreme sacrifice. But that 
Swaraj is not visible on the horizon. So they think and so they feel 
and tkoy are dissatisfied. They uniond their dissatisfaction on the head 
of the leadership of the country. They think and feel that they are 
entitled to a relaxation of the discipline now that the fight with British 
Imperialism has resulted in tho occupation of certain of the strategic 
positions hitherto under its control and in its possession. These appear 
to be tho psychological factors influencing the growth of that impatieuce 
that is directing excited attacks on the Ministries in all the provinces 
of India, on the leadership of tho National Organisation. This 
impatience shows that tho majority of tho people have not yet been 
trained into those habits of constructive thinking and activity that can 
build a new national life on foundations broad-based on the self-respect 
and self-knowledge of the widest commonalty oi the realm. To an 
observer of the Indian scene these marks and notes of immaturity 
appear as pangs of the birth that must Beek and find its fulfilment in 
a new sense of responsibility for everything that happens in India, for 
which wo cannot much longer hold tho external authority responsible 
before God and men. 


C, P. & Ber«r 
Minl«tcri»l 
criiii 


This dissatisfaction amongst the classes had one out-burst on the 
occasion of the Ministerial changes made in the Central Provinces and 
Berar, It is a peculiar story which exposed all the 
forces of disunity in tho country, individual and sec¬ 
tional, personal and regional The Premier of the 
Province, Dr. Narayan Bhasknr Khare, resigned oa 
the 20tb. July, 1938 along with two of his colleagues ; he called upon 
the three others to resign in pursuance of the parliamentary convention 
that the resignation of the Premier required tho resignation of the 
whole Ministry. These three gentlemen refused to resign, specially in 
view of the fact that tho Working Committee of the All India Con¬ 
gress Committee, the supremo Executive of the organisation, was due 
to meet in three or four days’ tim , on the 23rd. July. The Governor 
of the provinces called upon these three Ministers to resign and on 
their refusing to do so pending advice and instruction from the Parlia¬ 
mentary Sub-Committee of the Congress Working Committee, they 
were dismissed and a new Ministry whs formed with Dr. Kharo as 
Premier. This was the Ministerial crisis that startled India in the last 
week of July, 1938, and precipitated a controversy that was marked by 
bitterness and a spirit of mutual recrimination unusual in recent history. 
Questions of parliamentary and constitutional propriety were raised 
that touched and pointed towards far-reaching principles of democratic 
Government said to be put into jeopardy by tho methods adopted by 
tho Working Committee of the Congress to give a quietus to the 
crisis. 


During the controversy that followed, pointed expression was given 
to the view that the crisis was due to the incompatibility of the feelings 
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and seotimonta, tho interests and ambitions, of the two areas 
in the province that were divided by differences 
oT* 1 "** in the language spoken in them—the Mahratta-epeaking 
the eri«i« nod Hindi-speaking areas of the province. The majority 
of the members of the Central Provinces and Berar 
Assembly belonged to and represeu'ed tho Hindi-speaking area known aa 
the Mabakosha) province in the Congress geography. Owing to differences 
between the leaders of this group, each one trying to be Premier, that 
high position went to Dr. Khure who had been upholding the Congress 
cause in the Congress province of Nagpur. It was also said that latterly 
the Mohakosbnl leaders had made up their differences, and wanted to 
wrest the position from Dr. Khare, Personal and group considerations 
bnv“ played their part in politics, and there is nothing strange if they 
did so in creating difficulties in the Central Provinces and Berar Ministry. 
One can imagine the ex-Pictnier of tho province being driven to 
desperation by the constant pressure of bis colleagues who were with¬ 
holding team-work. Dr. IDnre’s statement went to show that almost 
from the very beginning tho Ministry had been divided; that before a year 
was out four of the Ministers had placed their resignations in tho hands 
of the Premier, and could only bo persuaded to withdraw them at the 
request of tho Parliamentary Sub-Comrnittco; that the Punchmarhi 
Cnmpiomise in May, 1938, was forced on the Ministers by the attitude 
of tho Assembly Congress Party, the majority of whom threatened that 
either tho Ministers must make up their differences or they must be 
prepared, all of them, to step down from these high positions. Charges 
of nepotism and jobbery had been brought against individual ministers 
in the Press, and the Premier was charged with being too docile in the 
hands of the permanent services. The blunder of Mr, Shareef, Minister 
in charge of Law, in releasing a Muslim prisoner, a former inspector 
of schools eharg. d with the hineous offence of insult to the chastity of 
a woman, without consulting other members of the Cabinet, revealed a 
certain state of discordance in the Ministry, pulling down the prestige 
of the Congress. This was the back-ground of the crisis that overtook 
the province. 


The condemnation of the C. P. and Berar Premier by the Working 
Charge* again>t Committee on July 28, which was ratified at the full 

Dr. Kbare session of the All-India Congress Committee in 

September following, did not take into consideration these personal 
and regional factors. The resolution of the Working Committee is 
quoted below :— 

“4fter having beard the Parliamentary Sob-Committee sad given anxious con¬ 
sideration to the circumstances that have happened since tho agreement arrived at 

in Pancbmarhi between tho Ministers.and after having had several interviews 

with Ur. Kliare, the Working Committee have reluctantly come lo the conclusion 
that by a aeries of acts committed by Dr. Kharc culminating in his resignation 
of bis charge and demanding resignation of his colleagues of their chargee, Dr. 

Kbare was guilty of grave error of judgment.He was also guilty of indiscipline 

in that he acted in Bpite of warning ngamat any precipitate action,” 

u His resignation was the first direct cause of the exercise for the first time 
since the acceptance of office by the Congress by a Governor of his special powers 

whereby Dr. Khare's three colleagues were dismissed.Dr. Ehare was further 

guilty of iudisciplme in accepting the invitation of the Governor to form a new 
Ministry, and contrary to practice, of which he was aware, in actually forming 






the Parli- 
knew that 
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* new Ministry and taking the o*th of allegiance without rcferenco to 
menlary Sub-Committee aod the Working Committee, specially when he 
the meetings oi these bodies were imminent.'’ 

In the letter addressed to the Governor submitting his second 
resignation ns Premier, Dr. Khare ndmitted that he had come to realise 
, that in submitting his first resignation, and in forming a 
H ° W ind wm”* now Cabinet bo had “acted hastily and committed an 

'working* error of judgment." The admission could have but 

one meaning and that was that the Parliamentary Sub¬ 
committee and the Working Committee had tho final say in the matter 
of constituting or rc-constituting Ministries in tho provinces that would 
work In iU name and on its behalf. Dr. Khure’s statement of July 25 
conceded and accepted tho validity of this cluim. “I also wish to make 
it clear that if the Congress High Command is prepared to decide that 
the whole of the first Congress Cabinet Ministers should go, and that 
six new Congress M.LA.’s should bo selected to form a now Cabinet 
I will be willing to accept that proposition’’. No explanation except a 
momentary fit of exasperation can explain the decision of Dr. Kharo to 
precipitate matters in the way bo did. And a sentence in a letter of 
Maulana Abul Kalnm Ar.ad dated July 14, niiiBt have first suggested to 
Dr. Khare that ho could make or unmake the Ministry—“And in case 
of the'r default, they (Dr. Khnro’s colleagues) will be responsible for it 
and your position us a Prime Minister will bo strengthened, if you do 
not wish to work with them, and take others in their place. (The italics 
are mirs). The italicised words, na wo said boforo, suggested to Dr. Khare 
the line of npproach to removing tho difficulties in his way created by a 
number of his colleagues in the Cabinet. Ho must havo been further 
strengthened in bis impression by tho “Instrument of Instructions” 
issued for the guidance of Congress Ministries and in an indirect 
manner of the Governors of provinces, by Snrdnr Vallnbhbhat Patel as 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Board on Juiy 30, 1937, soon after 

Congress Ministers assumed office : 

"la vjew of tbo collective responsibility ol tho Cabinet, aod in view of the 
present position of the Congress Party which is naturally not very strong, the 
Governors should bo requested to deal with the Prime Ministers, Tho practice of 
the Governors calling individual Ministers should not bo started or must be dis¬ 
couraged. On special occasion* individual Ministers may be called with the 
consent of the Prime Ministers," 

These must have been tho suggestions, direct and indirect, that 
influenced Dr. Khare to mhko the fateful decision 
that he made, a knowledge and appreciation of which 
wero necessary for understanding the affair that 
has been tho cause of so much controversy and 
Indian politics. 

the 


Governor politi¬ 
cally unwise 


bitterness in 


on 


The Working Committee of the Congress passed judgment 
Governor of the province, in tho following terms :— 

The Working CoinBiiltee baa also come to the conclusion that tho Governor of 
tho Central Provinces baa shown by tbo ugly haste with which ha turned night into 
day and forced tbo crisis that has overtaken tho province, that he was eager to 
weaken and discredit the Congress ia bo far as it lay in him to do so.” 

There is no manner of doubt that the Governor was constitutionally 
correct in acting on the advieo of the Premier, Dr. Khare ; he may in 
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a wav bo eafd to have followed the Congress "Instrument of Instruc¬ 
tions” quoted above. But what was constitutionally correct might not be 
politically prudent. The Governor wus not well-advised in accepting bo 
hastily the advice of his Premier ; he should have counselled patience to 
Dr. Kbare, specially when be knew that the Working Committee, the 
supreme Executive of the Congress, would be meeting in his neighbour¬ 
hood, and would take cognisance of the matters that divided the 
Ministry. Failure to observe this reticence laid his action open to 
misunderstanding and made it liable to the condemnation put on it by 
the Working Committee. 

The personal considerations and grievances apart, the way in which, 
the methods by which, the Working Committee of the Congress imposed 
. its decision on D\ Khare and his colleagues came in 
Method^ * ^ or ^ le criticism fiom tile Press and the public 

Derided of India. These ways and methods have been criticized 
and condemned as ways that "lead to dictatorship, 
methods that consolidate the powers of autocacy and oligarchy. And 
the speeches and writings of members of the Working Committee, and 
of its guide and philosopher, Mahatma Gandhi, has deepened the 
conviction that ihe Congress has been trying to establish the dictator¬ 
ship of a party, though the party may be the most organised represen¬ 
tative of Indian feelings, the most powerful instrument for the advancement 
of Indian interests, for the defence of Indian self-respect. Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, a member of the Working Committee, in course of his 
speech moving the resolution on the Khare affair at the meeting of tho 
All India Congress Committee held at Delhi in September compared the 
hierarchy of the Congress to that of the British bureaucracy in India ; 
referring to the Congress organisation he said : “We have erected this 
structure io the same manner in which the British administration is 
being run. We have onr own Secretary of Sta'e, our own Governor- 
General, Governors and officials down to the village paheari.” And 
criticising those who talked of democratic principles being involved in 
the solution of the C. P. and Berar Ministerial problem. Dr. Pattabhi 
showed an impatience of the checks and balances that are a part of 
democratic Government : 


“If there i§ any pefsen who imagines that our structure should be subordinated 
to the flimsy notion* of democracy and parliamentary convention*. let that person 
remember that we are in a stage of transition. Those goody goody notions of 
constitutional propriety are not applicable to the Congress io the present condi¬ 
tions prcTailmg in the country.” 


Mahatma Gandhi has been as uncompromising both in his criticism 
of Dr. Kharo, of the Governor of C. P. and Berar, and of the critics 
"Tacit compact ©f the Working Committee. In an article in ‘Harijun’ 
between the Bri- he bas exp'ained the reasons for which Dr. Khare was 


ti»h Government condemned by the Working Committee—his indiscipline 
& Congre**.' ; n con f ron ting it with a change of Ministry three or 
four days before bis action would come to it for ratiGcation and 


approval, keeping it in the dark on a matter that touched the honour 
and unity of the Congress ; he charged the Governor with breaking 
the ‘‘spirit of the tacit compact between the British Government and 
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the Congress”—the “gentleman’s agreement in which both are expected 
to play the came.” The logic of this lino of thought has been 
working out in the conduct of both the parties to the unwritten 
agreement ; they agree to refuse to exploit the difficulties of each other. 
It explains many of the developments in Indian politics which appear 
to people as switching the fighting organisation to ways of peace. 


Mahatma Gandhi has been no less emphatic in repudiating the 
charges, that the Working Committee has been shaping 
itself after the pattern of the Fascist Grand Council. 
He asserted that the Working Committee is not likely 
to develop like this as it is anchored In non-violence, 
though it may talk the language of war. The functions of the Congress 
in organising the • forces and re-BOuroes of the people are explained 
as follows : * 


Internal demo* 
cracy—-external 
autocracy 


"For internal growth and ndmim«tra!inn, it i* bb good n democratic orgnniantion 
as any to be fnended in the world. But this democratic organisation has been 
brought into being to fight the greatest Imperialist power Siring, For this external 
work, therefore, It has to bo likened to an army. Ab suoh It cenres to bo derooeraiie. 
The central authority posei-wu-a plenary powers cnshling it to impose and enforce 
discipline on the various units working under it. Provincial organisations and 
Provincial Parliamentary Boards are subject to the central authority". 


Mahatma Gandhi’s elucidation of the question that was agitating tho 
public mind for months since July, Ift38, is true to tho facts of life. 

, Tho fear that this discipline may develop into authori- 

—ThaSafc** tariamsm in society and Stato is genuinely and widely 

vatv* felt. Experience has told tho world that the use of 

tho langnago of democracy, of tho democracy machi¬ 
nery of elections, voters, committees does not halt the possibility of 
individual and group dictatorship. This may bo so. But Gandhiji’s 
prescription of non-violcnco offers a safety valve to tho generation of 
any such tendency. No bolter has boon offered. And tho human mind 
must continue to wrestle with tho problem of reconciling discipline with 
democracy. BccauBO in human mind tho urgo to discipline and to 
democracy, conscious and unconscious, is found existing almost side by 
side for the organisation of that complete personality that hns been tho 
quest of all human endeavours in individual, group and social lifo io its 
widest ramifications. 


A little further analysis may bo made of tho grievance about tota" 
iitnrian tendencies said to bo developing in tho leadership of tho politi- 
. col movement in India. In tho namo of democracy in 

etuMn ".X? economic and political life, in tho hope of establishing 

ritariantaro this in theso two Bpheres of social life, many restric¬ 

tions have, in recent history, been placed on the 
freedom of the individual and of tho group in Soviet Russia, in 
Germany, in Italy. This development has led to the intensification of 
a feeling of despair of democracy. Theso restrictions ami encroach' 
mentB have by their violence made the human heart eick, and the 
human mind sceptical of any human ingenuity being able to reconcile 
discipline with democracy ; they have generated a violence of resentment 
against all forms of discipline. The planning of human life discussions 
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about which are such a feature of modern life is coming to be regarded 
by an increasing number of men and -women as an abomination, and 
the primitive anarchy of humao nature is struggling to assert itself. 
For building a new social life on newer foundations immense abridge* 
ments of liberty and almost wholesale suspension of elementary 
human rights, have b^en taking place all over the world that 
offend the deeper instincts of us all. For, it is not reasonable to ex¬ 
pect that planning con be carried on consistently among free men, that 
is to say, among men who have their own plans for their own lives, 
or that planning in the full sense of tho term is possible where 
discussion is frco, or that a social order can be managed 
if those who compose it are not regimented. The experiences of the 
last two decades have taught the world more through its instincts than 
through any rationalised study of the whole thing that in a planned 
society no liberty is tolerable that would delay or hinder the execution 
of tho plana ; that any completely planned economy ends io the setting 
up of an authoritarian State, 


It is thoughts and fears like these that should be recognised as 
partly explaining the outburst of anger and resentment on the occasion 
of the C. P. and Berar Ministerial crisis. The same 
opposition had manifested itself when Mr. Nariman was 
tmp«ri»Li*n» taken through the purgatory a year back, though it 
did not attain tho all-India character as that which we 


have been discussing here. But Mahatma Gandhi has put tho issues 
plainly and unambiguously before the Indian public. The Congress is 
an instrument forged by tho instinct of self-preservation and self- 
defence on the part of the Indian people : it is ao instrument of offence 
and defence in tho fight for the freedom of the country, for the 
capture of political power. The imperialist Power against which it 
directs its attacks and from whose attacks it must protect itself is as 
highly organised an instrument of coercion ns modern science and 
hamnn ingenuity can make it. This machinery has been trying through 
the more than one-hundred and seventy-five years to mould us into 
forms of humanity that would serve it« purpose and add to its glory. 
In that process of the re-making of the moulds of our social life, of 
the re-shaping of the Indian people, the inherited traditions that are the 
marks and notes of Indian civilisation, the symbols of India's self-respect, 
have been flattened out, many of them twisted beyond recognition, 
Indian protest against this process has been ringing loud since the 
beginning of the century when Bengal registered it with her life¬ 
blood. Since then it has been waxing stronger till today tho whole of 
India is in revolt against the attempt at the subversion of a great 
culture. This has become possible, this has been made possible, because 
we have imposed on ourselves some sort of a discipline that 
would so harden us that we can withstand the blows, and 
strengthen the nerves of our understanding to resist and stand up to 
the pretensions of the great imperialist Power, ^ the greatest ia the 
modem world. Since the foundation of the Indian National Congress when 
prefatory steps for a national organisation were first taken round which 
would slowly and naturally be gathering the diverse units of our 
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continental country eo that in the ordering of nature and in the 
fullness of time it may provide the Indian people with an alternative 
Government The growing intensity of tho light between Indian Nationa- 
lism and British Imperialism has been driving it home into oar 
consciousness that the nation must put itself into more strenuous 
discipline, must consent to put itself into prolonged training in body 
and mind, muet accept the control and sacrifice of natural instincts so 
that these may bo sublimated iuto that strength of human steel that 
alone can wrest power from alien hands and through eternal vigilance 
maintain the self-interest and tho self-respect of tho nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi has been trying through these twenty years to carry the country 
along a particular line of discipline, of self-organisation that has enabled 
the nation to evolve a certain nuiount of strength, to resell certain of its 
minor objectives. For tho attainment of 8io<traj he expects and desires 
that the same process of discipline, more extended mid more intensified, 
should continue. Hut doubts have raised their heads about the wisdom of 
this discipline, question marks have been put against tho possibility of 
this discipline ever leading tho nation to that free mid independent life 
that is the mark and noto of a self-respecting nation, self-assured as 
such, and nceeptcd by tho free nations of the world na an equal 
amongs equals. 

The doubts and questionings that have been assailing tho public 
mind of India in relation to the methods followed by the Indian 
Natioual Congress in the pursuit of its ideal of nation- 
**me from tk«' independence under tho leadership of Mahatma 

Wen Gandhi are part of those tiiat have been challenging 

all the world over till tho accepted values of human 
conduct, individual mid social. It has to bo recognised that modern 
life and its institutions nre the products of the Illumination that burst 
forth in France. Through her connection with Britain, India was brought 
into intimate spiritual and physical contact with tho forces that re-made 
Europe and America during tlie last fifty years of tho 18th century. These 
years saw the birth of a new ideal—the organisation of tho world an 
rational rather than on historical lines. Emboldened by tho new easiness 
of life promised, and clFeeted by tho progress of scientific knowledge mid 
its exploitation in tho service of humanity, many thinkers thought and 
believed that it would be possible to construct a now society freo from 
all the defects to which the former miseries in .the life of socioties wore 
due. The idea of the rational ordering of tho World filled the minds of 
18th century British thinkers and French philosophers. To the En¬ 
cyclopaedists tho history of the past Was tho history of despotism, of 
superstition, of the exploitation of the poor and the weak, of tho frustra¬ 
tions of their lives. '1 hey believed and acted on the bolief that tho powors 
of reason would create a new world of equal opportunities and a new 
social stability roared on the contentment of all, and upheld by know¬ 
ledge spread amongst widest commonalty. This belief was tho driving 
power of the great upheaval known to history as the French Revolution 
whoso influence has to uched the life of remote peoples, stirring among them 
desires and hopes Jong suppressed, opening before their eyes new vistas 
of life. The question was no longer that of gaining the kingdom of 
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heaven, but of building an earthly kingdom where liberty, equality and 
fraternity would be springs of human conduct. In our own country 
Raja Ram Mohun Roy welcomed the French Revolution in this spirit ; 
lie represented India welcoming the modern spirit and its achievements. 


The French Revolution did not realise nil the hopes of the philoso¬ 
phers. The Napoleonic episode was an evidence of this failure and 
, disappointment. The great Consul and Emperor, brought 

CoTtribmlon U P * n tents, coming late into the revolution ‘only 

to Revolution understood the material and the interested side ; he had 

no faith in the moral wants which had given rise to it'’, 

to quote the judgment of Mignct on him. But unconsciously to himself 
he was the hammer of tho Revolution that battered down many of the 
walls of separatism outside his country. To quote the same writer 
again, he gave, 


“Armtint all tbn dirtaHlrons result" of his system,..a prodigious impulse to the 

continent ; hts armies carried with them the ideas and customs of the more advanc- 

("I rmltsntiou of f ranco.Napoleon effected for tbo material condition of Htatea 

what the Revolution had dono for tho minds of men. Tho blockade completed the 
impulse of conquest ; it improved continental industry, enabling it to take tho place 

of that of lCngluml.Thus Napoleon, by agitating nations, contributed to their 

civilisation.’' 

This is nn almost uneseapablo development in human affairs, a 
revolution followed by autocracy. 


Tho 1 Rtli century saw also the birth of new ideals of social organi¬ 
sation. It was hoped, and n part of the hope has been realised, that 
science would enable people to produce goods so easily 
impcri» 1 i.t P fz- and abundantly that men and women would be freed 
pamion'* from tlio necessity of slaving for their material needs 
as they did in the past, that science and knowledge 
would make it possible to frame laws so clearly necessary that there 
would be no necessity for the use of the restrictive powers of the 
State to compel people to obey them. For a time these hopes showed 
promises of fulfilment Countries floated on floods of creative energy 
into empires exploiting virgin countries. Taking Britain, for example, 
one can trace the history thus. Since the Crimean war there was ex¬ 
pansion of wealth nnd swelling of her empire to unimagined bulk. 
Prestige, more valuable than wealth, soared up and London became the 
clearing house of world trade, the dictator of world finance. In the 
halo of this development people were in no mood to notice that wealth 
was getting less and les3 common as the Commonwealth was expanding, 
and there appeared to be no indication anywhere but that life would 
go on getting pleasanter. In such a world that seemed pre-destincd to 
happiness and tho superfluity that goes with it, the mood naturally was 
to increase and multiply. Expanding wealth sanctified such a conviction. 
Tho idenl type of manhood and the admired type of womanhood were 
those that stood for stable homes built up by manly men, and fertile 
homes reared up by happy women. The products of these homes far d 
forth to the ends of tho earth to conquer nud occupy new lands for the 
greater glory of Britain—that camo to be taken for a symbol of the 
bounty of a benevolent God. 

6 
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The war of 1914-18 dashed ail these hopes to the ground. Scientists 

World Pl*n of and philosophers still hoped that these could be 

Univaml DUcipiino renovfttcd by eliminating tho anarchy of com¬ 

peting nationalisms and by the organisation of a 
League of Nations. H, O. Wells wrote in 1907 : 

‘'flumanity to-tlnv behave* with the ineflVctivrncBa of chaos instead of satisfying 
its needs with the rfreetivenesB of any army. Fur, tho nnafchist elforta of indivi¬ 
duals must be siibeUlulcd by a world 'plan and universal discipline.'' 

The compulsions imposed during tho war by tho State on men and 
women and which had been tolerated by them ns a price to be paid at 
the altar of their country’s freedom, the restrictions on 
and abridgements of civil liberty during tho war years. 

Proletariat paved the way for that dictatorship, that is a feature 
of modern Siato organisation to-day, for that "world 
plan and universal discipline’' of II. O. Weils’ ideal world. This idea 
of a super-organisation in which individuals shall be ns mere cogs in 
tho wheel had been nmdo popular by tho rise of Marxism which since 
1848 had beon preaching that tho French Revolution had failed 
because it had failed to abolish tho class system, and had substituted 
tho domination of ono class by tlmt of another— the bourgeoisie had dis¬ 
placed tho aristocrats, and feudal privileges had been exchanged for 
capitalist privileges. Tho real revolution would coma when power would 
bo placed into the hands of tho proletariat, tho workers in fields, 
factories and mines, who wore tho only producers of wealth. In 1938 it 
is difficult to bo sustained by such hopes. Thu Russian revolution Ims 
worked out on tho piano of ideas exactly like previous revolutions. It 
has also resulted in tho riso to power of a new class, mostly recruited 
from tho bourgeoisie—tho bureaucrats and technicians. In most of tho 
countries of Europe, tho death of these hopes have given birth to Fas¬ 
cism, supported by the middle class, tho lower middle cluss, who were 
being ground down between tho nether atone of labour and tho upper 
Btono of capital. 

Tho result is a grout uneasiness in the air, an unensinoss that has 
mado its way into the minds of men and women in nil their various 
M tori I D r relationships. Tho generation that had lived before 
iMding'to doubt? ^ 10 wnr , > cl,rs hnvo vcr y representatives living to- 
•nd qu«,tior*ingi day. The generation tlmt ill its youth had passed 
through the war years, through its exultations and 
idealisms, that had been feted and feasted as heroes for whom a grate¬ 
ful country would build homes fit for heroes to live in, that generation 
stood disenchanted. They have seen great empires vanishing and eoair 
tries changing hands as smoothly as over a counter. They had been 
partners in a great victory. In tho victorious countries people would 
find it diflicult to believe it if history did not tell them so. After two 
or three hectic years of a factitious prosperity and dreams of unending 
reparation payments, the heroes of the war found thoniHolves starving 
and parading through tho streets with military decorations on their 
cheats. Their sous and daughters have inherited this disillusionment. 
Dwindling incomes have given birth to a new codo and philosophy of 
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life. The visfa of unending progress appears to bo narrowing as science 
has made tho world smaller. Discontent and doubt have invaded the 
fundamental beliefs on which modern civilisation was built up. The 
most thoughtful of men and women aro most active in calling for a 
retreat and going back to the unadorned eitnplo beauty of life. Those 
that lived their lives before the advent of these factors of doubt and 
discontent cannot understand tho troubles that have set in. Those 
who havo lived through this disillusionment have no time to mourn for 
tho wreckage. They break from the ruins ; for, lifo goes on and will 
have no denial. This is a world-wide phenomenon. Without the ex¬ 
cuse of a war near our doors, our country has been silently but surely 
undergoing tho snino transformation ; hero also the sense of stability, 
economic and social, is weakened. Tho philosophies that upheld and 
maintained the conduct and tho habits, of our predecessors, are found to 
be altogether inadequate, uninspiring and useless in assuring a career 
of success and sweetness. Tho present generation feel that the old 
ruts would hold their feet tight and clog their movements towards the- 
land of adventure and reward. 


Tho philosophy that Mahatma Gandhi had placed before tho country, 
the call that ho had issued for a return to the simplicities and realities 
of life, found acceptance on so wide a scale because of 
Heriuge of Vhe ^'0 disappointment of a war fought to make the world 
war safe for democracy, because of a revulsion of feeling at 

a peace that betrayed the hopes and promises of a better 
world that had expressed themselves in the noble lines of Rupert Brooke : 


“Blow, bugles, blow! They brought us,. 

Holiness, lacked so long, and Love and Pain, 
Honour has come back, as a king, to earth. 
And paid bis subjects with a royal wage; 

And Nobleness walks in our ways again. 

And we have eomo to our heritage.” 


The years that havo followed have not been able to revive and 
restore those hopes. And hanging above the world today is the possi¬ 
bility of that wide-spread destruction, social disorgani- 
e eation, the hopeless inconclusiveness of wars and its 

nationt avenged sacrifices which the world apprehends and has been 

preparing itself to pass through. Objective conditions 
in world politics and world economies go to show that men like Rupert 
Brooke died in vain, that honour, the sanctity of the pledged word, lie 
dishonoured, trampled under the foot of leaders of “democratic’' coun¬ 
tries, And the betrayal by the peoples of tho ‘democratic” countries of 
Abyssinia, Spain and Czechoslovakia has been having its effects in our 
own country leading to a loss of faith in tho words of statesmen, to a 
sickness and weariness of spirit that sees an evil marching victoriously 
forward but has lost the inclination or the power to intercept its march. 
We appear to be face to face with a situation which a historian of the 
Trench Revolution described. Writing on the apathy of the French 
people even when foreign armies were treading on their country, he 
said: 
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Lott of faith 
in political 
leadership 


"Franco wns threatened in its own limits (ISKi), nR it bnd been So 1799; bnt the 
cntb«ni(inra of imlcjicndeiioo no longer existed, nmi thn man who hnd deprived it of 
its rights, found it, nt this grenl crisis, ineapnbtu of tmiUniuiiiK hisu or defending 
itself. Tlio eerriludo oi tuitions is sooner or Inter aTongtd'’. 

This is the judgment of history passed after decades of tlio events 
that called it forth. The historian could bo passionless or tem¬ 
porarily passionate. Hut wo nro witnesses of the free¬ 
dom of nations being bartered in the name of peace, 
in dread of war. And tlio Italian people, the awakened 
among them, who feel every moment of their life the 
shamo and ignominy of a dependent existence, to them the events in 
Europe, tlio events in Chinn, appear to bo the nadir of a civilisation that 
has no right to live, that deserved to bo given a quick burial. Tiio 
criticisms of theso betrayals made in the Indian Press nnd littered on 
Indian platforms were passionately ns bitter as in any other country, in 
the countries that hud been betrayed. Fears nnd suspicions of tho 
leadership of peoples aro ns strong in India as in tlio countries dirce.tly 
concerned with theso affairs. This seems to bo responsible for the 
bitterness of controversy that is evident today like unto an epidemic 
thnt threatens to nfleot almost every body. And an increasing number 
of people who take intprest in public affairs, inside or outside tlie 
country, appear to bo accepting tho dangerous thought that it is right 
to be always suspecting human institutions, it is right not to put tlndr 
trust in statesmen nor in any child of man. This is a dangerous men¬ 
tality to bo allowed to grow in tho country ; it lends to ineffective 
controversy, to bitterness ; it holds u threat to tho unity and integrity 
of public life, nnd cats into that sense of responsibility in tlio classes 
nnd tho masses who will bo ns sheep scattered before a common danger, 
if this spirit of suspicion is nllowed to grow. It is a dangerous deve¬ 
lopment when men and women in India should fail to realise that their 
unfreo condition dictates a community of destiny, either “tho unity of 
a common purjioso or the unity of a common dchnclo”, of frustration 
and degeneration, of defeat in tlic struggle for Swaraj. 

Vivid consciousness of these developments in the moral and material 
world that divide nnd separate classes and communities in India, that 
B . , disable the people from pursuing a common ideal, and 

of r influent following a common programme to reach it, tiio fears 

Usftt uni So n"d nppreheininns born of this consciousness, these nro 

the seed-plots of tlio controversies in our country. Of 
these controversies that between Hindus nnd Muslims occupies the 
centre of the field. The six months the public activities during which 
are recorded in this volume of the Indian Annual Jltu/isler cannot 
report nny progress towards the solution of the problem of commu¬ 
nal conflict and disharmony. It appears that though physically neigh¬ 
bours, mentally and spiritually they have been drifting further apart. 
The majority of Muslims in India have Hindu blood in them, and 
India as we have her today is not tho creation of a single race. Aryan 
and Dravidraii, Mongolian and Semite all have contributed their part 
into the blood stream that courses through tho veins of the country ; in 
their life and customs, speech nnd thought, they have during the cen¬ 
turies learnt to accommodate into an unity the different cultures that 
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are represented by monuments of munificence and splendour. These are 
common heritages of the Indituv people ; side by eicic they have grown, 
and they stand as witnesses of a composite life in which incompatiblcs, 
or things that are regarded as incompatible, have somehow fused and 
harmonised themselves. Xu life’s every day activities Hindus and Muslims 
live as neighbours, co operate as neighbours, and share one another’s 
labours and joys and sorrows. But this co-operation of centuries is 
threatened with disruption. It was ns a witness to this sorry state of things 
that Sir Akbar Hydiri, Prime Minister of the Nizam’s State, spoke in 
his Convocation speech at the Dacca University: 

“Yet, is it not n tragedy thnt those very factors, which should inspire unity and 
assist the growth of a national consciousness, are to-day being used to emphasise 

separation ? .Our common feslivn’g, too, which are occasions when the joys and 

sorrow* of one community aro shared by (ho others, are fast becoming occasions for 
communal clashes, while movements aro on foot even to boycott these mceting- 
grouuds of the two communities where their two cultures mix and fuse.” 

This is the development with which the Hindu and the Muslim are 
face to face in this country. The men of peace, the men of amity, 
Tw F , . have their voices drowned by the raucous cries of freo - 

—Mudim Nm- z ’ e ^ communalism, of men in frenzy seeking out 

Muslim history to bring out facts of past injustices that irri¬ 

tate and inflame, to hurl at one another present in-' 
equalities thnt are a reproach to a certain maladjustment in our social 
life. Responsible men have owing to the bitter meanness of the whole 
controversy resigned and retired from their leadership, and in their 
place have eomo forward men who in the name of culture would divide 
the country into Hindu Zones and Muslim Zones heedless of nil other 
considerations. During the months we have been discussing here has 
happened an event in Europe that encourages them to think that as 
the Sudetan Germans succeeded in disrupting Czechoslovakia, so the 
Muslims in India would be justified in taking areas inhabited by Mus¬ 
lims out of the Indian State. In the name of the self-determination of 
nations the Sudetan area was wrested from Czechoslovakia ; so in the 
name of the same principle Muslims could demand the setting up of 
Muslim States in the heart of India oven if it needed vast exchanges 
and transfers of populations to facilitate this scheme of a new map of 
India. lit is under the inllucnce of some such ambition that at the 
last session of the Sind Provincial Muslim League Conference presided 
over by Mr. Mahomed All .linnah, the following resolution was passed 
on October 10, ld3S : 

“Tins Sind Provincial Muslim League Conference consider it absolutely essential 
in the interests of an abiding peace of the vast Indian common* and in tho interests 
of unhampered cultural development, tho economic and social betterment and 
political Hctf-dcterrainatioDS of the two notions, known as Hindus and Muslims, that 
India may be divided into two Federations viz—Federation o! Muslim States and 
tho Ki-dcralion of non-Mnslitn States. 

“This Conference, therefore, recommends to the All-India Muslim League to devise 
a scheme of constitution andcr which Muslim majority provinces, Muslim Native 
States and areas inhabited by a majority of Muslima may attain full independence 
in the form of a Federation of their own with permission to any other Muslim 
State beyond tho Indian Frontiers to join tbo Federation, and with such safeguards 
for non-Muslim minorities as may be conceded to tho Muslim minorities in the non- 
Muslim Federation of India.'' 
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It is possible to score debating points out of this resolution. But 
these would not help us to understand and explain tbo working of 
tho mind tliat nftor seven or eight centuries of Indian 
* R liJsnn'naiion" domicile can and docs assert that it is unrelated to 
c j(j ell tho moral and spiritual life that is India's, that owing 

to doctrinal kinship fools itself nearer to Afghanistan, 
for instance, than to India, that seeks and finds a nearer neighbour in the 
Afghan than in tho Hindu. Wo have to find out why the Muslim 
mind in India feels itself unable and finds itself unable to live in moral 
and spiritual neigbbonrlincss with its Hindu neighbour ; we have to 
find out what have been tho impersonal influences that nftor centuries 
of some sort of a reconciliation worked out in India drive tho Muslims 
to declare that they aro a separate nation hero. Wo have to find out 
among tho many traditions obtaining amongst Muslims those that have 
stood in tho way of their evolving a common life with peoples of 
differing creeds living in the same country. In successive volumes of 
the Indian Annua! Register, beginning with that of 1938, wo have 
tried to indicate certain of these. In tho last volume wc have said 
that tho Millet idea—tho “Itcligion-nntion" idea—based on exclusively 
Muslim experiences of State-organisation gained in times when and in 
countries where they were rulers and could dictate policy, this Millet 
idea is responsible for the difficulty that confronts tho Muslims of 
India and tho Muslims in countries like Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Afghanistan who have not accepted tho spirit of modern democracy. 

The difficulty of Indian Muslims is duo to the fact that they can¬ 
not accept India as Dar-ul-Islam, door or country of Islam because 
„ tho rulers at present aro non-Muslims ; and oven in 

bs’.lTon'Ds” 1,10 futuro - in tho " democratic Swam?’ of Indian 

ul-hsr»b idea dreams and strivings, tho authority of tho Stato will 

be exercised by representatives of tho people, the major¬ 
ity of them Hindus, Indian Muslims feel that tho country is not mid 
cannot be Dur-ul-Amnn, door or country of poaco to Islam, as there 
is likelihood of their religious and cultural traditions being subjected 
to interference or non-Muslim control. Therefore, India has been and is 
a Uar-ttl-IIamti, tho door or country of enmity to Islam. Qnzi 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazan, a member of tho Central ABsmbly, in 
course of his speech introducing his Bill entitled tho “Muslim Dissolu¬ 
tion of Marriage Bill" on August 26, 1938, uttered words that give 
us an inkling of tho mind of the Muslims of India who find and feel 
themselves uneasy in this country. Ho was tracing tho development 
of the feeling among Indian Muslims that India was nn onomy country. 
He represented tho community ns feeling that it wris immaterial to them 
whether the Mughals were ruling hero, or tlip Sikhs were predominant, 
or tho Mahrattns were at the head of the administration so long as 
they had liberty of religion, so long as freedom to exercise their reli¬ 
gion “liberally and without any restrictions" was allowed. He quoted 
in support Moulvi Hycd Ahmed of Bai-Baroily who had brought 
Wahhabism into India nnd started a fight against the 8ikh Government 
of the Punjab. It was in L830, Peshwar was offered to him to rule 
over. But ho is reported as replying, 
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“I sra not fighting lor the possession of Iniul, nor nrn I fighting for pro¬ 
perty, but I am lighting only for tho liberty of religion.” 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmed Kazmi suggested that it was after 1864 that 
tills feeling crow stronger. On that year wore abolished tho posts of 
Hindu lawgivers and Muslim Qnzis. And, 

“It was at that time that tho Mnssalmaus began to think and consider whether 

India was Dar-ul-Harub or Dur-ul-A man or Dur-ttl-Islatn .It was at that time 

that continuous agitation was carried on by Mussatmans and they decided that 
India was not Dnr-ul-fslam , it censed to bo Dur-ul-A man, and it was Dar-ui- 
ILirab. Been np till to-day certain of our prayers are offered on the basis that it 
Was Dar-ul-harab . " 


Here we think we get an inside view of the miud of tho Muslims in 
India who under the influence of old-world ideas are being taught every 
_ , day of their life in their mosques that India was a 

«*at*of * country of enmity. Wo have been told of a sect among 

trouble the Muslims of Bengal, about 30 lakhs strong, to whom 

congregational prayers are prohibited, owing to an in¬ 
junction of tho Quran, Because, in enemy countries tho life of the 
faithful assembled in a congregation for prayers was likely to bo 
exposed to attacks, leading to mass massacre. This daily repetition of 
India being an enemy country, the offering of daily prayers based on 
the thought or belief that India was dar-ul-harab , this practice creates 
and starts those mental processes that make the Muslims in India so 
impatient, that make possible the outburst of violence of thought and 
action at the slightest of occasions. Indian history of recent years is 
full of instances of this impatience. 

The constitutional changes since those inaugurated during the time 
of Lord Moriey known to us as the Minto-Morley reforms have also 
. created fears that the arrival of democracy, the rulo of 

~“* tho majority, might endanger the special interests of 

& Cotnsminaliim the Muslim community in India who are a minority 
in the country. The “favourite wife” policy of the 
British bureaucracy in India, the setting up of “a native counterpoise’’ 
to the pretensions of Indian Nationalism whose leaders were the 
majority of them Hindus, this also has helped to revive hopes in certain 
dreamers among the Muslim community that in the changes required to 
transfer the authority of the State from British to Indian hands there 
might be found chances of regaining Muslim control over the machinery 
of the State in India. These fears and these hopes supply the motive 
power of the forces of disruption and disturbance that constitute what 
is popularly known as the Hindu-Muslim problem. 


And there are not lacking men in the Muslim community in India 
who have been building up a philosophic platform for Muslim Separa- 
u tism iu the country’. In previous volumes of the Indian 

P r«.l^roTwplr«- Annual Register we have discussed tho history of tho 
tut ambition* Pan-Islamic and Pakistan movements. The first has 

passed through many phases. Taking its rise in tho 
resentment of Muslim peoples in Turkey and Egypt at the tyrannising 
predominance of Christian Powers over the life and conduct of Muslim 
countries, the Pan-Islamic movement offered opportunities to British 
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politicinns to consolidate their position in RFiiftliu* countries. The history 
of tho last Grout War, the A mb-'revolt, organised mid financod by Bri¬ 
tain, against tho rulo of tho Sultan of Turkey, the Khalifa of Islam,'Indi¬ 
cate certain of Uichc activities. Supporters of British Imperialism in 
the Muslim community of India have also been nctivo trying by the 
organisation of an Anglo-Mualim ntlianco to stabilise tho rulo of Bri¬ 
tain in southern Asia, from Arabia to the Malaya archipelago, where 
tho Muslim will bo junior pat triers in tho firm at present, Imping to 
rise in time to tho senior partnership. It was to some such feeling 
and anticipation that wo must traco tho schcmo adumbrated by His 
Highness tho Aga Ivhan in his book —India in Transition —published 
during tho war years. Tho schcmo Inid plans for tho setting up of a 
South-Western Asiatic Federation of which India might bo a constituent. 
After tho war when Mr. Winston Churchill was Secretary of State for 
tho Colonies in tho British Cnbinot he found in the archives of the 
Middle Eastern Department n schcmo rcmly-mado of a Middle Eastern 
Empire. At tho end of the war Arabia and Persia appeared 
to Ho helpless on tho ground like clay in Britidi hands. But 
tho rise of Turkey under Konml Ataturk, of Arab and Persian initio* 
imlisrn have pricked that drea , pricking at tho same time hopes of 
political Pan-islamism. The disappointment among Muslims at tho 
failure of those hopes may bo a contributory eauso of tho Muslim 
territorial patriotism in India an expression of which was the Pakistan 
movement whoso inspiration is unmistakable in the resolution passed 
at tho last session of tho Sind Provincial Muslim League quoted above. 

The hopes, the dreams and ambitions of Muslim separatism in India 
seek and find expression, a consistent expression, in this resolution. The 
resolution that represents these hopes, dreams and 
Hindu!im*»i*nd ambitions, wo must do well to recognise, does not 

■•under." embody tho desperate remedies of desperate politicians. 

As in tho Pakistan movement so in tho schomo of a 
Muslim Federation in India there is a Hort of idealism, divorced from 
realities it may be. If this scheme Is to be accepted us representative 
of facts in Indian life, wo have to recognise that it symbolises two 
just causes in contliet with each other which it is so dillicult to re¬ 
concile. The scheme is tho product of hopes and ambitions simmering 
in the mind of tho Muslim community since their representatives 
ceased to be rulers in the country. Tho perusal of a pamphlet thnt 
appeared at tho time the resolution was passed'at Karachi strengthens 
this belief. It was entitled —The Cultural Future of India —an 
innocent title of a small book that has inside it materials explosive 
enough to make it necessary to re-draw the map of India, to disrupt tho 
unity that nature has imposed on tho country, so that in that disruption 
men may bo enabled to realise their particularistic ambitious, and advance 
their particularistic interests. The pamphlet was written by Bycd Abdul 
Latif, Ph. L>. (London), cx-professor of English, Usmania University, 
Hon. Secretary, Muslim Culture Society, (Hyderabad Deccan), and Vice- 
president of tho Hyderabad Academy. Tho theme that is o’aborated 
in this pamphlet moves on tho postulate that there is an absence iu 
India of thnt "common moral consciousness permeating tho life of the 
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entire body of the people who would like to live together na a nation.” 
This thesis is further elaborated as follows. Ethnologteally India is not 
homogeneous—it ia a congeries of races and cross-breeds. This alone 
would not bo a hindrance to the development of a single nationality, were 
the people culturally one unit. “Islam and Hinduism stand asunder”—the 
one a “monotheistic democracy” which for the sake of uniting humanity 
brushes aside all barriers of colour and language and race and those 
raised by geography ; while Hinduism iB a “federation of religions and 
cultures, a social imperialism holding under its powerful grip through 
its Cmliminie ritual people standing at every stago of intellectual deve¬ 
lopment." Thero are hero any number of points that may be 
challenged. The democratic plea, the social democratic plea, raised 
on behalf of Islnm may be questioned ; the question may also be 
asked whether tho unitary dictatorship of Islam or the federation of 
Hinduism is the better way of developing in life and thought the 
ideals and practices of democracy. But these pages cannot accom¬ 
modate this controversy. In the previous volumes of the Annual 
Register we have tried to understand and assess the value of this plea 
of Islam. Here wo are concerned with the forces of unity or disunity 
that have made India the scene of their operations, and how the 
former may regain control over tho mind of the multitudinous peo¬ 
ples that constitute India. Wo have to take cognisance of the forces 
of disunity that threaten to disrupt tho country. We have done It 
before, and wo do it again, using Dr. Lntif’s words ; 

“Torn between the cultural assertiveness of the Hindus and Muslims and subject 
to the guerilla tactics of linguistic provincialism everywhere, it ib problematical 
whether a common language of tho right sort may prosper and touch the masses in 
all parta of the country.” 


Safe-guard) 
•re a denial 
of unity 


Dr. Latif brushes aside the work of tho centuries of neighbourly 
work between the Hindu and the Muslim, now as opponents, now as 
fellow-workers, to make India what sho is today. 
Neighbourhood through the ages, economic activities of 
every day life, have built up a common interest bet¬ 
ween Hindu and Muslim. On foundations such as these, 
a unity in State lifo has been reared which iu the name of culture a 
section of Muslim thinkers and politicians propose to break. Perhaps, 
they constitute tho do ninant school of thought today in their commu¬ 
nity. The Indian National Congress through its Fundamental Rights 
resolution passed at tho Karachi session in 1931 has guaranteed tho 
civil and cultural rights of every unit, individual or communal, of tho 
inhabitants of India. Dr. Latif regards these safeguards as “in reality 
a denial of the organic unity” of India. He emphasises his arguments 
in the following words : 


“Religion, person*) law and culture cover most of tho major fields of life's 
activity—the spiritual, tho social, tho economic 1 , the educational (or the intellectual, 
moral and aesthetic), and in tho case of the Muslims, professedly tha political as 
well. It iB governed by their all-embracing Code of life called tho Skeriyat. Under 

the Congress promise the interests of this Skeriyat will bavo to bo safeguarded. 

With cultural safeguards conceded to tho Muslims, and in like manner to the Hindus. 
Christians and others, you really establish a federation of culturally autonomous 
nationalities and do not form a single nationality. 1 ' 

7 
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And, to I o logical in his ideas, and to bo logical in giving concrete 
shape to these in social and political institutions, Dr, Latif proposes 
in his pamphlet the division of India into Hindu 
s i? le V * OT Zones and Muslim Zones. The States inside these 

Zone! ,nl Zones will go to form tho “All-India Confederacy” of 
Free States. To understand the far-reaching signifi¬ 
cance of theso proposals it is desirable that the scheme should be 
given as far as possible in tbo words of Dr. Latif himself. He first of 
all lays the lines of the Muslim Cultural Zones, nnd taking them, so to 
say, out of the picture leaves the rest of thn country to be put into 
the Hindu Cultural Zones, His North-West Block comprises Sind, 
Baluchistan, the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, and the Indian 
States of Khnirpur and Bahawalpur. This area may be converted 
into “a single autonomous State formed on the basis of federal rela¬ 
tionship between the six units theroby allowing over 25 millions of 
Muslims a free homo of their own.” Tho North-East Block on the 
other side of India has “a solid block of Muslims in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam of over 30 millions, who may bo assigned a free political exist¬ 
ence.” In between these two blocks in Northern India, the Muslims 
are unevenly distributed. Thoso who live close to each of tbo two blocks 
should be “attracted for naturalisation to tho one nearer to them.” 
Tho rest, tho great bulk at present living in tho United Provinces and 
Bibar, numbering about 12 millions, may be concentrated in ‘‘a block 
extending in a lino from the eastern border of Patiala to Lucknow, 
rounding up Rampur on tbo way.” This is tho Delhi-Lucknow Block. 
The Deccan Block will bo formed by the Muslims “scattered all over 
tho south in colonics of varying size”, exceeding 12 millions in number. 
For them a Zone has to bo carved, “Such a Zone tho dominions of 
Hyderabad may provide with a strip of territory restored to them io 
tho south, running through tho districts of Ktirnool, Cuddapab, 
Chittoor, North Arcoi and Chingleput down to tho city of Madras.” 
Such a Btrip of territory "with an opening to tho sea will be found 
absolutely necessary to settle the large Muslim mercantile and marine 
community living for ages on tho Coromandel and Malabar Coasts,” 
Tho assignment of such a large block of territory to the small number 
of Muslims, only about 12 millions in number, is justified on economic 
grounds. Tho dominions of Hyderabad are still undeveloped or rather 
covered by forests or aro barren rocky tracts j tho Muslims to be 
gathered hero from Orissa, Central Provinces, Bombay and Madras 
presidencies, Mysore, Cochin and Travancore have shown “pheno¬ 
menal increase in population” during tho last few decades, and “their 
future expansion is to bo kept in view”. Moreover, tho Muslims of 
tho North-East and tho Delhi-Lucknow Blocks, confined within narrow 
Zones, should havo in this area provision made for thoir surplus 
population of the present and tho future. This is something like the 
claim for "lebensraum”—living space—mado familiar to tho world by 
Herr Hitler. The minor communities of Christians, and the jungle 
tribes and a vast section of tho Harijans inuured to tho climate “may 
most likely stay on whero they aro as protected or privileged commu¬ 
nities.” There aro “Minor Muslim Centres”—tho States of Bhopal, 
Took, Junagadb, Jaora and others, and tho Free City of Ajmer, to 
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which must be gathered the Muslims living in Rajputnna, Gujrat, Malwa 
and the western Indian States. 

The rest of India will thus be in a position to resolve itself into 
not less than eleven Hindu culturo Zones, This scheme will require 
Aiiurancei of vast change of territories and populations. At first 

security of per- sight these may “create a wrench in the heart of 

tonal end cultur- many a person, Hindu and Muslim. But every 

“ * ntere,t * incidental inconvenience should cheerfully be borne 
by everyone concerned” in view of the hope that “a new sentiment 
of an immeasurably higher and nobler form than that of earth-rooted¬ 
ness will bo the inevitable reward” ; the scheme will "permanently” 
assure to the Hindus and the Muslims perfect freedom to live their 
own cultural lives in home lands of their own. To get a complete 
idea of Dr. Latif’s scheme, it has to be noticed that he cannot do 
without safeguards. Mention of these, provision for these, are necessary 
in the case of "individuals belonging to one or other of the several 
nationalities” who may have “to stay where they are for various 
purposes.” Such persons and individuals are Jo be afforded “security 
of personal and cultural interests” under a “Publio Law of Indian 

Nations” adopted by the Central Government, The Indian Christians, 
Anglo-Indians, Hnrijans, Parsees and Buddhists are promised the Bame 
consideration in each Free State “through all the necessary religious or 
cultural and economic safeguards.” The Harijans who count by 
millious but are dispersed all over the country forming countless 
racial varieties but possessing no common culture between them, have 
to be given the fullest freedom to select their own place in either 
the Hindu nationality or the Muslim or the Christian. 


We have given all this space to Dr. Abdul Latif’s scheme, the 
fruits of which are to be found in the resolution passed at the last 
session of the Sind Muslim League Conference held at 
Invalidate^Dr. Karachi, with a viow to psycho-annlyse the hopes and 

argument ambitions that a section of the Muslim community in 

India have been nursing in their bosom. The Karachi 
resolution gives expression to these ; Dr. Abdul Latif’s scheme appearing 
at the same time has its origin in thoBO dream?. His recognition of 
the principle of safeguards to be religiously observed both in Hindu 
and Muslim Zincs cuts at the root of his argument about its inappli¬ 


cability to the “cultural safeguards” promised in the Congress resolution. 
If an individual or groups of individuals can be guaranteed safety of 
cultural individuality in the future Federation of India ns adumbrated 
in the pamphlet under discussion, it is difficult to understand why the 
6j or 70 lakhs of Muslims at present living in the United Provinces 
of Agra and Oudh cannot live secure under the same or identical 
guarantees, and the one crore and more of Hindus and Sikhs in the 
Punjab. If the principle is valid in the case of few, it can be or 
ought to be valid in the case of millions. The Nizam’s State in Hy¬ 
derabad has a population of about 150 lakhs of people of whom about 
125 lakhs and more are Hindus. These people must leave their 
historical homes in order that an equal number of Muslims may float into 
them from all parts of south India, because His Lxalted Highness, the 
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Nizam, cannot satisfy them and assure them their civil and cultural 
rights or tho Hindus are dissatisfied with the safeguards conceded to 
them. In tho Stato of Kashmir, tho Muslims nro 80 per cent of the 
population ; under Dr. Litlf’s scheme they must trek away from their 
homes and seek and find asylum in Muslim Zones in tho neighbour¬ 
hood. 

In the hot-house of Hyderabad {Deccan'* many a crudity can be 
made to grow and flourish which would wilt and wither in the free 
air and sunlight of henvon. Wo know that with the 
houM full Muslim power in northern India this State in 

product tho Dccean has been tho Mecca of Muslim dreamers 

of drenms of the restoration of Muslim supremacy in 
tho country. Headers of tho books of Wilfrid Scawen Blunt, a British 
friend of Muslims if ever there was one, specially his book —India under 
Iiipon —can have glimpses of these men. Dr. Abdul Latif is or ap¬ 
pears to bo lineal a descendant of ono of them. His thesis show's that 
20th century Islam in India cannot throw up better men that those 
who would build Chinese Walls round about certain nreas in the coun¬ 
try, who would set up Islamic ghettos in which Muslims will live as 
in tho middle ages tho Jews in Europo used to do, driven thereto by 
tho fanaticism of Christendom. Hero in India, in tho 20th century, 
Muslims nro called upon of free choice to t-leei to live in glass houses 
so that their culture may blossom under artificial sunlight. Dr. Abdul 
Latif nnd tho school of thought whom ho represents forgot tho lesson 
of the words of Julius Oerminus, Ph. D„ Nizam Professor of Islamic 
Studies, Visva Bhnrati, Snntiniketnn, Bengal, in his book —Modern 
Movements in Islam —that “tho inspiration for progress in Islamic 
culture eamo from outside Arabia and had its origin in non-Arab 
sources,” Again, “only deserts can remain isolated, and only deserts 
can shelter a society separated by its ancestral and pristino exclusive¬ 
ness from the rest of mankind." 

Tho spirit of separatism in a largo section of tho Muslim community 
in India is not tho only disruptive forco that threatens and imperils the 
Provincialism growth of that nationalism in tho country that lias 
Linguistic been tho dream of successive generations of Indian 
nationalidn public men, that has been the vision that has been 
leading them to strive for tho day of India’s deliver¬ 
ance from foreign rule. Provincialism or linguistic nationalism has been 
throwing a shadow over tho Indian scene, and* the bitter controversy 
that marks its career has been compelling many an Indian thinker to 
regard it »b more inimical to tho unity nnd Integrity of India than 
even tho communal claims that have been discussed in tho preceding 
pages. Expression to such a thought was given by Mr. K, Natarajan, 
editor of tho Indian Sacial Reformer of Bombay, in his Convocation 
Address to the Anriamalai University in tho Tamil Nadu. Ho suggost- 
ed that^ eomrannaltsm does not disrupt tho unity of a country as 
provincialism or lingugtic nationalism docs. When ho uttered these 
words ho had not, we think, tho words of tho Sind Muslim League 
Conference resolution or Dr, Abdul Lattf’s pamphlet before him. This 
development apart, there cannot bo any manner of doubt that provin- 
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cialisra ns it has been doveloptug in tho country is not an influence for 
unity amongst up. This fact was brought out prominently to public 
view by the controversies that have come to bo known as tho Bengalee- 
Bihareo nnd tho Andhra-Tamil problems, specially by tho former. With 
regard to tho latter tho Working Committee of tho Tamil Nadu Provincial 
Congress Committeo was constrained to pass a resolution on July 19, 
1938, in which tho following words occur : 


“The Committee, while supporting whoie-hertrte.lly tho desire of tho And hr as 
for a separated Andhra Province, mid also expressing the eagerness of Tamilian* 
for a separate Tnniti Province whi< - h will give fall scope for the development of 
Tamil culture and civilisation, deeply deplores Iht mentality exhibited by c-rlssn 
Andhra leaders nnd citizen!) who, purporting to agitate for tho Andhra province, 
have commenced a campaign of vilification and hatred ogaiust tho Tamilians ana 
the Prime llioistcr .' 1 


Tho Bengalee-Bihareo controversy did not call for notice from 
cither of the Provincial Congress Committees. The members of the 


Bengalee- 

Behsree 

Problem 


Press in both the provinces, with a very few honour¬ 
able exceptions, did not observe this restraint. The 
Working Committee of the Congress took cognisance 
of the matter, and appointed Babti Rajeudra Prasad, an 


ex-President of the Congress nnd one of its members, as an arbitrator 


to hear nnd receivo evidenco nnd memoranda tendered 


on behnlf of tho 


Bengalees of Bihar, from the Bihar Ministry, and from the Bthnrees. 
Mr. P. R. Das, an ox-Judge of the Patna High Court, argued 
the matter on behalf of the Bengalees expressing their grievances 
against certain administrative acts of tho Congress Ministry of the 
province ; a memorandum on behalf of the Ministry was presented ; nnd 
Mr. Sachchidnnanda Siiibn, an ex-member of tho Governor’s Executive 
Council, presented a memorandum drawing up the background of tho 
whole problem. The last showed itself more concerned with tho ways 
in which the Bengalees had consolidated their position in tho Secretariat 
of the province, the centre and fountain of all official patronage in 
Bihar, Tho problem, divested of all bitternesses, may be stated thus. 
There are mnro than 20 lakhs of Bengalees at present in the province. 
Of these about 18 lakhs have been natives of the districts or parts of 
districts on the eastern border of the province for unremembered 
centuries. The necessities of the Bihar and Orissa province, constituted 
in 1912 by detaching the Biharce-speaking and Oriya-spoaking areas 
from the Bengal Presidency of which they bad been parts since the 
beginning of British rale, required that these Bengalee-speaking areas 
should go to help it set up separate household. Of tho remaining two 
lakhs and a little more, the majority may bo said to have been attracted 
there by opportunities opened by services under Government, in tho 
professions of law and medicine and as educationists. This became easy 
and possible because Calcutta happened to be the capital of tho 
country, nnd the Bengalees became pioneers of the new education 
introduced into tho country ; they manned the services nnd the pro¬ 
fessions not only in Bihar, but all over the provinces and States in 
northern India. The Bengalees were tho “school masters abroad" from 
Kashmir to Assam, 
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Now that the indigenous populations of those provinces and States have 
had that education, it is natural (hat they Bhould bo coming forward 
to demand and take the places that the Bengalees bad 
vicev^Ked 1 * lot* occupied bo long. It lias happened in the Punjab, in 
of tie TOnu-toreny tho United Provinces of Agra and Oudli almost natur¬ 
ally and imperceptibly. The process did not take more 
than 30 or 40 years to complete the elimination of Bengalees from the 
services and professions in these two provinces. In Bihar the same 
process had begun working; the prc-“nnlonomy” Ministries in tbo pro¬ 
vince had taken measures to effect this. The success of these efforts 
were proved by the facts detailed below. In 1912 when Bihar was 
separated from Bengal the number of posts for the Provincial and sub¬ 
ordinate Gazetted Services in the provinco was 872 of which 318 were 
held by Bengalees and 554 by non-Bengalees ; in 1938 the number was 
1,072 of which 322 were held by Bengalees and 747 by 

non-Bengalees. The Bengalees are about 6 per cent of the population 
of Bihar, and it is insisted that their proportion in the Rervices should 
not be higher than their percentage in the population. To bring down 
the Bengalee ratio, so that the uon-Bengaleo products of tho schools 
and colleges of Bihar may have employment, certain Circulars— tho 
Brett and Owden Circulars—were issued that harped on Bengalee 
preponderance in tho services wifh tho obvious hint that measures 
must bo taken to bring this down. These Circulars became the 
subjects of bitter controversy ns they appeared to bo discriminatory 
against Bengalee*. Tho matter was carried to tho Working 
Committee, lending to tho appointment of Babu liajcudra Prosad as 
sole arbitrator. 

Tho Memorandum submitted on behalf of the Bengalees in Bihar by 
Mr. P. K. Daa sought to bring into focus the dangers implicit in the 
Danger* of Pro- methods adopted by tho Bihar Ministry. These may 
vincial diicrirai- bo put in a few words, India is a vast country, 
nation—American almost a continent, in which live men and women 
Exporience speaking different languages, wearing different dresses, 
guided by different traditions. To build out of this diversity a unity, 
to evolve a unity of life and thought and conduct,—this has been the 
quest of Indian history, tho awpirntion of Indian nation-builders 
throughout tho centuries. Of tho unity built by the Mandateswars of 
Hindusthan when the Dravidiaus and Aryans f ruled tho country, wo 
have very few authentic records. Of Akbar's dream during the 
Muslim period poets have sung and historians hnvo written. That 
attempt failed in tho time of his succetraors, Tho British rulers of the 
country by their methods of administration and enlightenment have 
raised a structure that have tho lineaments of a now India, one, whole 
and indivisible. Provincial “autonomy’' as sketched in tho Government 
of India Act of 1935 will be threatening this idea if provincial 
jealousies and ambitions aro allowed to grow and develop. This 
danger has threatened the unity of every big country on tho thresh- 
hold of their endeavour to build up a State, a federated State. Mr. 
P. R. Das referred to this experience of the United States of America 
in the following words : 
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“It is well-known that nt the time of tho Union of tho United States there were 
centrifugal forces at work duo to jealousies between one State and another, Tito 
great framers of tho American Constitution Wot note of thiB fact and provided in 
Article 4, Section 2 that “the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges 

and immunities of eitizona in the several Slates,” .It was found that this 

was not sufficient for the protection of tho citizens against tho discriminating legis¬ 
lation by any State; and so by a celebrated Amendment which was known as 
Article) 14, it was provided that no “State shall make or enforco any law which 
shall abridge tho privileges or immunities of citizens of the United Stales”. Mr. 
Bryce sayg that this Amendment secured the protection of citizens against unjust 
and discriminating legislation of any State.” 


The Memorandum submitted on behalf of the Bihar Ministry does 
not refer to this aspect of the matter. We cannot believe that they 
. are unconscious of the threat and danger to which Mr. 

"vine!!?' Das's Memorandum has drawn attention. The Ministry 
migration* repeatedly asserted that it is the duty of every good 
government to find employment for persons residing 
in areas within its jurisdiction. No Government in the world to-day 
can be said to hnve reached this standard. Tho Government of Bengal 
has not been ablo to reach it, ns the presence of lakhs of Benglees in 
Bihar, in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam, in Burma, in Orissa testi¬ 
fy. Tho Government of Bihar has not been ablo to reach it as the 
presence of 19 lakhs of BtHarees in Bengal, of a few lakhs in Assam 
testify. These intcr-provineinl migrations make up tho warp and woof 
of history. If this fact had been remembered in the controversy, it 
would not have attained the bitterness that it did. And if we can 
relate the sociological and economic facts of Indian life of recent 
times to the wider experiences of history, the sting would be taken 
out of the Bengalee-Bibareo controversy. From a certain point of 
view, it must bo recognised that these iutcr-provineial migrations are 
an evidence of a certain break-down of social arrangements. For, no 
body leaves one’s home and homeland until poverty or ambition drives 
him to it. In this age in India, tho Bengalee is not the only people 
who have taken to the high roads. From Tamil Nadu and Andhra” 
Dvisa an increasing number of people have been taking to the trains 
bound for the north and the west; from Kajputana men and women 
have settled in the cities, east and west. 


But to return to the case of Bengalees and Biharees. Tho difficul¬ 
ties that confront them to-day are proofs of _ a break-down in their 
. social arrangements. The disruption of the Moghul 

Dlip ' f r,10D Empire has had its social and economic consequences, 

people* These were intensified by the failure and suppression of 

what British historians called the “Sepoy Mutiny”, 
and Indian historians "War of Indian Independence’’. The social and 
economic structure of the region stretching from Delhi in the west to 
Bihar in the east was cracked and crumbed by the impact of the new 
conditions introduced by the new rulers. Men and communities that 
had served and maintained tho old rule lost opportunities for 
earning their livelihood. The policy of the British Government 
also helped the process of this disruption. Men and communities 
from this region had organised the IS57 fight, had taken the 
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lead in it. The British Government could not forget this fact They 
stopped recruitment to their army from this region. And the people 
deprived and robbed of their professions marched east and west in 
search of now avenues of earning. The railways were being laid down ; 
mines were being opened ; chimneys of mills and factories were rais* 
ing their heads into the sky; Calcutta was becoming one of the 
largest ports of tlio world. Men from the United Provinces, from 
Bihar, supplied the Labour force for this new industrialism. Because, 
almost at tho same time, malaria was dcciminating the areas in Bengal, 
which could have supplied it; in courso of ten years ( 1859—1869 ) 
about 10 lakhs of Bengalees died in the districts of Burdwan, Idooghly 
and Howrah. Tho break-down of tho old economic arrangements 
embodied in tho caste nnd guild system made men equal in their po¬ 
verty—Brahmins—Dobey, Chaube, Chaturvedi rubbing shoulders in 
factories and mines, in railway stations as porters, with tho untouch¬ 
ables. British administration thus provided openings to non-Bengalee3 
in Bengal. The Bengalees also—Bengalees belonging to the higher 
and lower middle classes—flocked into the administrative posts open 
to Indians. Thus did they spread themselves in small groups all over 
northern India* in the provinces and States, as officers under Govern¬ 
ment, ns lawyers, as medical men, as educationists. This is a part 
of the history of Bengalco-Bihareo contact in British times. It shows 
Bengalees earning their livelihood in Bibar, and BihareeB tlieirs in 
Bengal. 

There is another way of looking at the thing, in assessing the 
value of this contact in rupees, annas, pies, In the autobiography of 
Sir Prafulla Chandra Roy has appeared an estimate 
of the earnings of tho 20 lakhs of non-Bengalees in 
Bengal, it shows these people transmitting every year 
no less than rupees 100 crores to their families and 
Bengal—families nnd homes that are distributed over 
tho area stretching from Bilmr to Rujputnna and the Punjab. More 
detailed estimates have shown that through tho post offices in Calcutta 
and Bengal a sum of rupees 8 crores a year go to Bihar ; tho 
district of Saran, for instance, accounting for rupees 1 croro a year. 
The rupees that these sojourners in Calcutta nnd Bengal carry along 
With them when they pay their annual visits to their homes reach an 
equal amount As against this tho earnings of Bengalees in Bihar lias to be 
estimated. In tiic district of Saran tho earnings of Bengalee residents 
do not exceed rupees 2 lakhs a year, a very small part of which can 
be transmitted to keep the homo fires burning ; for, tho majority of 
these Benglees have their families with them. Tho habits of life of 
Bengalees outside Bengal are such that tho majority of them spend 
their incomes in the places where they make them. If statistics could 
be gathered it could bo shown that along the East Indian Railway lines 
the townships that have grown up beyond the boundaries of Bengal 
as a product of the Bengalee bobby for health resorts, a few crores 
of Bengalee money have been sunk in them. These health resorts 
have found occupations for the local people, have found buyers for 
their vegetable and dairy products. 


Earn mgs of 
Bengalees & 
Biharee* 

homes outside 



—LSCEMDER 1033 ] 


INDIA IN GOME POLITT 


5? 


These faet3 should have had some weight with tho Bihar Ministry 
when they adopted their short cuts for the solution of educated 
a Aii i a- unemployment in their province. They should not 

Problem * have forgotten the lesson of history that it takes time 

for a foreign element to bo assimilated into the body 
politic of a country ; that the Sahayas, the Srivastavas 
and the Singhs have taken, many of them, a century or more to go 
through tho change that enables th cm to claim to-day Bihar soil as their 
own. By stirring, untimely stirring, feelings, they have delayed the process 
in the case of Bengalees, perhaps halted it for a long time. They are 
not peculiar in these activities. In evey province we meet with 
eruptions of these conceits and ambitions. In their own province of 
Bihar movements are afoot for the constitution of a separate province 
for Chota Nagpur and tho Santhal Pergannas under the name of 
Jharkhand and another for the area round about Darbangha under the 
name of Mithila. In tho Madras Presidency four language areas— 
Telega, Tamil, Malayalara and Kanarese—are eager to set up separate 
houses ; in tho Central Provinces and Berar Assembly a resolution has 
been passed, the Ministry supporting it, recommending the separation 
of Marathi-speaking and Hindi-speaking areas. In the Brahmaputra 
Valley of Assam, 25 lakhs of Assamese-speaking people have been 
dreamiog of building up a separate culture centre in the area where 
they are not the majority. Every communal and language group has 
been preparing itself for the next census when each of them will be 
trying to return increasing numbers at the expense of neighbouring 
groups. This is how India is found preparing herself to wrest political 
power from the hands of Britain. And the thought leaders and the 
political leaders of the country have shown themselves helpless in face 
of this development. The resolution of the Working Committee of the 
Congress calling upon the people to “desist from any further agitation” 
in support of linguistic provinces, and assuring them that “the solution 
of this question would be undertaken a3 a part of the future scheme 
of the Government of India as soon as the Congress has the power 
so to do”, does not appear to have had much influence, specially in 
view of the manipulation of census figures that is apprehended. Ia 
these activities we stumble on certain imponderables—creed and culture— 
that have always refused to be guided by reasoD. 

Internal disunities have been disabling the Iudian struggle for poll" 
tical freedom. We have described in detail the two most weakening of 
them—communalism and provincialism. They are illu- 
tbotb7» strive and not exhaustive of the many ways in which 
suffer from they have been expressing_ themselves. Outside India, 
near and far, tho life and interests of India are being 
pnt into jeopardy. There arc about 40 lakhs of Indians in different 
parts of the world from Fiji in Australasia in the east to British Guiana 
in South America in the west. The majority of them are manual labour¬ 
ers ; a few are agriculturists ; fewer are merchants and traders in a small 
way ; and bigger merchants and industrialists and professional men among 
Indians who can lead and guide the majority are still fewer. In the 
“colonies” of Britain aud France, in the British dominions, in their pro- 
8 
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tectoratea and dependencies, Indians have no citizenship rights or even 
civil rights. The majority of them are "hewers of wood and drawers 
of water" for their white masters. Even in the best of times they 

live on starvation wages, on the border line of conditions that just 
allow them to exist. Oa nu existence such as this has come the full 
blast of a world economic depression, bringing down the price of agri¬ 
cultural produce, bringing down the rates of their wages, while the 
price of manufactured goods, of clothes and other necessities of 
the common people, has remained comparatively steady. This has made 
for the worsening of the life of Indians abroad. Many of them have 

never known any other homes than in which they first opened their 
eyes on the light of the sun ; India is to them a memory, the home¬ 
land of their ancestors to which distanco has lent on enchatnicnt. 

They have iost touch with Indian traditions, and many of them have 

been lost to these. The Arya Sam a] and the Islam Missions 
have for some years been trying to renew the old ties. These acti¬ 
vities have revived interest in their fate and fortune among tho in¬ 
habitants of the country from which came their ancestors to these 
foreign lands. But that country, unfree herself, cannot bring them 
relief, cannot secure them justice in social, economic and political 
relations in their new homes. 


This is a rough picture of the life of Indians abroad. Nearer home, 
in our immediate neighbourhood, in Ceylon and Burma, havo occurred 


Indian* In 
Gey ton 


ovonts that havo boon straining tho patienco of India, 
straining to tho breaking point tho tics that blind 
them to India. In Coylon there arc about 10 lakh 


Indiang, the majority of them, about 7 lakhs labourers 


in tho tea, rubber and cofloe cstntes of the Island. They came from 
Travancore, Cochin, Malabar, and certain southern districts of Madras. 


Whoa theso industries wore started rnoro than half a century back 
under conditions of modern capitalism, tho natives of Ceylon did not 
take kindly to them. Their old economy sufficed for their fuod and 
cloth ; moro true, perhaps, it war that "agreement” labour made no 
appeal to them. Now that tho old social institutions and economic 


arrangements havo broken down under tho impact of modern industrial¬ 


ism, they appear to bo prepared to put themselves under its rigid 
discipline. But they find the occupations occupied by Indmus who had 
been filling for sixty years and moro the void created by their unwill¬ 
ingness or temperamental incapacity. An agitation has been started 
that tho Indian labourers should vaento ; things are being mado dillicult 
for them ; an atmosphere of enmity is being created that can bo felt 
always. Tho Government of Ceylon have been responding to tho 
pressure of pabiie opinion by administrative measures that are discri¬ 


minatory in nature and unjust to Indians who have mado Coylon 
their home. The Ceylon Government passed an ordinance excluding 
Indian labourers on the plantations from tho Village Committee 
franchise. Under protest from Indians, supported by tho Government 
of India, tho authorities of Coylon has sought to remove this ating of 
discrimination by depriving tho Ceylonese labourers of this franchise. 
This is unacceptable. For, while it will affect only about 00,000 
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Ceylonese labourers, the Indiana affected will be more than five times 
this number. This may be equality in misfortune. But it is no solution 
for which more time should be given. Perhaps, it is not possible for 
Ceylon to wait. Therein lies tiie seeds of a conflict. 

Ceylon has been trying to drive the Indians oat by laws and 
ordinances. Our Burman neighbours have been using methods of blood 
and iron to secure the same result. On tho 26th July, 
In Surma 1938, riots broke out in Rangoon and its neighbour¬ 
hood in which IndiaQ lives were lost, Indian shops 
looted, and Indian bouses burnt; the streets were 
converted into battle-fields in which Burmans also suffered in life and 
limb, their number being comparatively small. The riots spread to 
Mandalay in Upper Burma and to other parts of the country. These 
continued with short intermissions for months till almost the end of 
year. More than 500 lives were lost, 2,000 were wounded, and more 
than 10,000 Indians fled the country, reached the land of their birth, 
men, women and children robbed and dispossessed of all that they had 
toiled for ia the Land of the Pagodas. They reached safety, it is true, 
but nothing else. The immediate cause of the riotB was a book 
written by n Burman converted to Islam. The book had been written in 
1031 in which passages appeared disparaging the character of the 
religion of the Burmese people which has been Buddhism for about two 
thousand years. In 1038 the book was resurrected by a section of the 
Burman Press, and a campaign was started against the Muslims, a 
majority of whom were from India. The victims of the riots were the 
majority of them Muslims ; more than 74 mosques and 2 Hindu temples 
were desecrated. The Prime Minister of Burma, Dr. Ma Baw, issued 
a statement in the first week of August wheD the situation had been 
brought under control. In it he stressed the religious issue that had 
led to the riots. And he could not resist the temptation of pointing 
the finger at occasions in India when the Hindu and the Muslim had 
flown at each other for identical reasons, when the Hindu and Muslim 
in India proved the sincerity of their eredai convictions and the strength 
of their spirituality by breaking one another’s heads, by having blood- 
baths which were supposed to refresh the souls of men. TMb was but 
touching the surface of the thing. It would be better to recognise, it would 
be ultimately harmful to ignore, the fact that this stupid and ignorant 
book and its writer would not have been given the notoriety they were 
given if the relations between the Indian and the Burman bad been 
cordial and friendly. Unfortunately for all concerned these axe 
strained and unfriendly for reasons that have not the remotest connec¬ 
tion with religion or spirituality. The riots of 1930 had the same 
inspiration. 

We are enabled to understand and explain the causes of _ this 
outburst on reading a pamphlet written and published by the President 
of the All-Burma Students’ Union, since reprinted in 
F»r of economic t j , 0 Rational Front, a weekly of Bombay. They were 
& Action discussed in the book with frankness, without heat, 

without passion- The chief of these were economic 
and social. Burmans feel and see that Indians have established a pre- 
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dominance in their economic life that leaves them few openings for 
economic betterment; it also often happens that Indians, Hindu and 
Muslim, contract connections with Barman women that strike at 
the roots of their social polity. These arc in summary the grievances 
of the Burmans that have been inflaming their minds against Indians 
which burst out every now and then in murder and arson. A further 
analysis may be made to understand and explain the situation. The 
accident of a common subjection hns brought India and Burma nearer 
to each other in recent history. As oflicials under Government, as 
lawyers, doctors, and educationists Bengalees have gone to Burma; 
as members of the polico and military forces men from the Punjab, 
United Provinces and Bibar have gone there ; as capitalists and indus¬ 
trialists Nattukottai Chettys from southern India and Gujaratis have 
taken advantage of the peace imposed by British imperialism ; as agri¬ 
culturists and small shop-keepers men from the eastern districts of 
Bengal, from Orissa, Andhra Desa and Tamil Nadu have flocked 
into the country, and also ns labourers in the industries, in tiie fields 
and factories, as porters in the docks. Mnny of these classes of 
people have created new avenues of earning both for themselves 
and for the indigenous population. There are nbout 12 lakhs 
Indians in Burma, and about 20 crores of rupees of Indian 
money put in Burmnn ngriculturo and industries. This success 
hns generated a fear in Burman hearts that the hordes of In¬ 
dian men and the hoards of Indian money are instruments for the sub¬ 
jugation of their country by methods of poncefui penetration. It is 
not of Indians only that the Burmnn b entertain this fear or against 
Indians only that they cherish this enmity. Tho Chinese are a growing 
community in Burma whoso ranks are being swelled by “refugees” from 
China running for safety from the Jnpaneso aggression of their country. 
And the Burmnn Press has already raised the warning voice that the 

now road from Yunnan to Upper Burma may open a high road over 

which will bo trudging millions of peaceful Chinese—men, women nod 
children—and submerge under their weight tho nativo Burmans. We have 
to remember that the Chinese and the Burmans are near to one another 
in religious beliefs, in blood and colour j and, if wo dip into history, we 
may come upon traces of actual comingling of these peoples. With 

India there is only a sentimental tie woven out of tho life history of 
the founder of their religion. But in the competitions and conflicts of 
life these sentimentalities wear thin as tjie rise and growth of 
provincialism in India have been demonstrating before our 

very eyes. 

Inside and outside India these arc tho influences that have been 
remaking our minds, shattering many a drenm, bringing us violently 
Cviiiei of tow- fl 2 a i nst realities. Brotherhood of man, federation of 
ing i*Ierefinin' ^e world—theso visions are melting away at a time 

defence when seicnco has shown thnfc these are realisable 

aspirations. A great fear and a great uneasiness are 
abroad. Free nations are getting unsure of their own position. And, 
India, a dependent country, is doubly so. She sees, the world sees, 
that the boundaries of many countries have been changing; and many 
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more have been awaiting Ibis doom. These apprehensions have also 
been finding expression in the Indian Press, in the Central Legislature. 
Public opinion in India has been demanding for more than fifty years 
that Indians, educated Indians, should bo trained to habits of command 
in the Indian army, that recruitment to the Indian array should be 
open to all classes and sections of the population of tho country. On 
the oecnsion of tho Penjdeh aflair {1885), moro than half a century 
back, where there appeared to bo a threat of the invasion of India by 
Russia, leaders of educated public opinion offered their services as 
volunteers eager to fight for their “king and country.” Tho offer was 
refused with thanks. Since then many committees of enquiry in 
search for expedients to halt or meet these demands have enquired, 
and suggested means of enlisting the help and support of tho 
“unbribed” intellect of India ou the side of Indian defeuce. After 
the last Great War wo linve had a number of committees—the Esher 
Committee (Ifttfl), tho Shea Committee (Ifl25h the Skeen Committee, 
and the Chatfield Committee (1P3S). Except the third, tho others have 
been concerned with the technicalities of army organisation. The report 
of the Esher Committee showed that it was sot up for working towards 
a co-ordination of the fighting forces of the Empire. Tho experiences 
of the war hnd proved its necessity ; “as a rcsplt of tho great rally of 
opinion from all parts of tho Commonwealth in favour of a unified 
organisation of war effort, thero arose in the shape of the Imperial War 
Cabinet, a tnaehtuo for tho co-ordination of tho higher questions of 
military policy”. The recommendations made in this behalf, suggesting 
directly and indirectly tho exorcise of a considerable influence by the 
Imperial General Staff upon tho military policy of the Government of 
India as upon the other Governments of the Commonwealth and 
Empire, were regarded in India as tightening tho strangle-hold of 
British imperialism on Indin. This impression in India was not wholly 
unjustified. Even the most responsible public opinion in India could 
make no concession in this matter ; it was prepared to co-operate only 
when India had in law and in fact the control of her military forces. 
Sir Krishna Govinda Gupta, a Bengalee civilian on the retired list, in 
bis Minute of Dissent to the Esher Committee's report, gave subdued 
expression to this feeling. And, as a preliminary step, as a test and 
proof of the sincerity of tho British Government in its promise of 
responsible Government for India, ho suggested that Indians should 
be given King’s Commissions, that enlistment should not bo confined to 
tho “martial races”. 


The Skeen Committee also suggested that Indians should be made 
eligible for employment as King's Commissioned officers in tho Artillery, 
Engineer, Tank and Air arms of the Indian army ; it also 
takin/of'defence suggested that a Military College should be established 
arrangement* 80 that Indians may not have to go to tho Woolwich 
Military College or to tho Cranwell Air Force College. 
The Indian Military Academy has been opened at Dehradun since 
1P32. A cadre of 60 entrants has been fixed for every year—30 to bo 
recruited from the ranks, and 30 from open competition. If this 
scheme is adhered to* it will require 50 years to fully Indianiso the 
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Officers Staff of tlic Indian Army whoso strength now is about 3,000, 
The Committee also suggested that by 11)52, 50 per cent of the officers 
should be Indians. It appears, however, that that time tablo is not 
being followed. There should have been 450 Indian officers in the army 
in 1938 ; thero were only 184 cadets from that Academy. The “Sum¬ 
mary of Important Matters concerning the Defence Services, 1036-37' 
gives figures that go to show that the recruitment has been halved, nnd 
die reason given was that it was duo to “elimination of the class of 
candidate who is manifestly not up to tho required standard.” Dis¬ 
satisfaction with this state of affairs found expression through a reso¬ 
lution moved by tho Into Moulana Shnnkat AH in the Central Assembly 
on September 2, 1S)38. recommending to tho Governor-General in 
Council that 

“Early stops bo taken to constitute a oomtnittoo of tho ofnolml ami oltier members 
of tho Coniral Legislature to duvisu a Boheran for implementing tho following unani¬ 
mous recommendation of tho ludiim Sandhurst Committee namely, ‘It is, how¬ 

ever. unanimously agreed that, whether the slower or tho moro rapid rale of pro¬ 
gression is ultimately adopted, the scheme actually in operation should he reviewed 
m 19118, that is to suy live yours after tho inauguration of tho Indian Sandhurst, 
with a view to considering whether tins sneeess achieved is not suthcieuily solid to 
warrant a further acceleration ot tho rate of progress.” 

The resolution wns t necepted on behalf of the Government. The 
growing interest of tho peoplo in this problem of the organisation of 
defence against external invasion and internal commotion 

Problem of wns L , v j ( i enC( ,(j j n { w0 resolutions moved in the Coun- 

P«“ c Tp.«on n oil of State, the other Chamber of the Central Legis¬ 

lature. One wns moved by Mr, P. N, Sapru recommen¬ 
ding to the Governor-General in Council to associate moro closely tho 
Legislature with tho formulation and direction of defence,” either by 
tho appoinmout of a Standing Committee of tho Legislature to advice on 
defence policy or by sonic other practicable measure. Tho resolution 
was opposed by tho Government for reasons of constitutional and 
practical difficulty. Tho executive Government, which is after ail res¬ 
ponsible for defence, cannot "bind itself iu advance to accept outside 
advice”, that the first alternative interfered with the responsibility of the 
Executive Government; that problems which arises in tho Defence De¬ 
partment depend on matters such aa “general military polico or move¬ 
ment of troops’' that the Government would not bo prepared to place 
before tho Committee. Tho other resolution was moved by Sir David 
Devadoss recommending to tho Governor-General in Council to take 
early steps to enlist suitable men from tho Presidency of Madras 
for tho army in all its branches and tho air force; amendments 
were moved adding ufter tho wood "Madras” tho words “and 
other provinces and areas not adequately represented in tho defence 
forces.” In the discussion that followed the provincial and com¬ 
munal stand-points came to be stressed. More than one speaker 
drew pointed attention to tho fact that tho Punjab with its 

population of two and half crorca of people only should be 
the recruiting ground of more than half tho number of tho Indian 
army ; Sir Kamutsni Menon, a nominated non-official member from 
Madras, expressed “surprise that about 85 per cent of tho army has its 
provenauce from about 30 per cent of the total area of the country,” 
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The same point was made by Mr. P. N. Sopru in coarse of b speech 
delivered in connection with the Eill popularly known as the Anti-Re¬ 
cruitment Bill to punish activities for dissuading people from enlisting 
in the Dcfeuee forces of the country. 

"Wo of the other provinces are as much interested in the defence of our country 

as tho Punjaboes are. Why must wo bo at tho mercy of one province alone?.I 

do not wish to seo Use domination of tho Punjabeo to bo perpetuated.If you wore 

to widen the basis of recruitment, tl you were to take recruits not only "from tho 
1’nnjab but front all the provinces also yon would got plenty of soldiers iu 
India.” 


Tho Commander-In-Chief in opposing the resolution said that 
recruitment to the Indian Army is nt present on a class basis and 
. not on a provincial basis” ; ho did not care to explain 

"ment Pohcy l * what are the virtues of this class basis; he simply 

challenged stated tho fact that ‘‘the military authorities have 
found by experience that certain classes do, as a whole 
snake.,....the most efficient soldiers and these classes are recruited for 
the army without regard to provincial boundaries.” A list of the classes 
from which tho Indian army was recruited gives the following by 
communities. 


Hindus :— 

Adt-Dravidas 
Ahirs 
Brahmans 
DograB 
Garhwallis 
Gnjnrs 
Gurkhas 

Jats; Jats (Rajputana) 
Knmaonis 
Mahrattas 
Rajputs; Rajputs 
(Rajputana) 
Tamils, Telegus 
Miscellaneous 
Hindus 

Tins list does not show that the Government was wholly negligent 
of the language-areas as recruiting fields. A Muslim member from 
Bihar, Mr. Hussain Imam, however, gave expression to the dominant 
feeling and idea in the country which the Government will And it 
hard to resist much longer: 

The plea has been taken that they pet the best value for the money in tho army 
which wa recruit at proseat. That might be so, but surely other considerations must 
trevaii, ecoconaic coosiderations* political considerations* the prospects of tho future, 
i would be unthinkable to have autonomous provinces which have no military 
strength in them. We wish that there would bo military tradition in the provinces 

demilitarised*.„It would be wrong that only the part should supply tho defence 

forces of India and the rest should bo deprived of it” 


MohammedansChristians* 

Sikhs. 

Dekkaui Mussulmans 
Hazaras of Afghanistan 

Hindusthaui Musaaluians 
Madrasi ” 

Moes 

Pathans 

Punjabi Mussulmans 
Rajputana & Central India 
Mussulmans 

Mussulman Rajputs (Ranglmrs) 
Miscellaneous Mussulmans 
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In tho absence of any definition of the “class” theory propounded 
by the Ccimmander-in-Chiof, one has to make an attempt to nndorstand 
it in the light of tho history of the British army and 
'S«ni-ieud»l tj ie j ( j cn nt t ] 10 back of tho rocruiment policy followed 

men" in it. Major UnnernI J. F. C. Fuller _ writing to 

tho Spectator, a London weekly, said that “tho English 
army is composed of only two classes—tho top and bottom of society. 
In such an army the officers must either be aristocrats or proletarians ; 
and these two types do not mis, or at best most indifferently.” This 
“semi-feudal idea” on which tho British army was founded was brought 
out by a Swiss historian, Eduard Fcutor, in his World lit slory 
dealing with tho period 1.325-1920—frofti the end of tho French Revo¬ 
lution to tho end of tho Inst World War. Tho thing wiiich differentia¬ 
ted England politically from tho continental countries was not “self- 
government’' but what may bo described as "Government by local 
magnates and an absence of Government bureaucrats.” Elaborating 
this thesis, ho said : 


“They (the Inca! amcnistf's) oxerotBoJ this authority as a matter of tiononr, but 

also naturally in tho interests of thoir own class.ilia division of power between 

the clauses was tho snmo in ttio army ns in tho oivil sorvieo; that is, Iho same pro- 

f mrlied classes who as justices of tho peace, for example, ruled the agricultural dny 
ahourers and the factory workers in their districts, wuro also thoHO who secured 
expensive places In tho army ; and tho same proletarians, from whom woro recruit¬ 
ed Iho masses of workmoa for the holds nud tho factories, also furnished the rank 
and file of tho armies." 


There is nothing peculiar in this. In almost all countries there 
has been such an evolution. In Japan, for instance, the riso of the 
. Samurai classes Illustrated it. In tho provinces of 

India tho snmo stratification of classes was visible. 

Punjab Reasons of State led British bureaucrats in India to 

ignore tho possibilities of broad-basing their recruit¬ 
ment policy for tho army on tho “feudalism” of tho provinces other 
than the Punjab and among tho tribes on the Indian frontiers. By 
the pursuit of that policy, as Sir Itamunni said, the Government has 
enabled “the present enlisting classes” to feel that they “have acquired 
a kind of vested interest" in the army ; they have como to feel that 
the Indian army is “practically their preserve, and naturally enough 
they are opposed to any change which will reduce their opportunities 
for a career.” Tho Premier of tho Punjab. Sir Siicander I lay at Khan 
has been harping on this plea in his speeches to his fellow-provincials. 
Speaking at a conference at Ly all pur, ho is reported to have stressed 
the point that his province received rupees four crorcs every year ns 
pay and pension for tho soldiers recruited from within its boundaries, 
and that tho Punjnbces should do well to bo watchful of changes in 
army policy that would require tho reduction of tho percentage of 
Punjubec soldiers in tho Indian army. Leaders of tho Muslim League 
have taken tho cue from speeches like these, and have been putting 
emphasis on tho economic and political value of an army career in the 
life of their community. Therefore, have they been insisting that the 
present percentage of Muslim soldiers and officers in the Indian army 
should be preserved, and reserved for them in the future as well. This 
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is how discussions of Indian problems have acquired ft lubit of eliding 
into communal and provincial channels dividing and wonken : ng the 
main current of Indian life. 

Rising shove these bickerings the mind of India lias been ranching out 
to the consciousness that it is native hands that can defend their native 

. land from internal defections and external nttacks; 

" in'miiiiarw* 0 and from evidences available it shows itself determined 

attain to assert this right and extort this privilege from 

British hands. Even members of the British bureaucracy 
are found appreciating the fact that “in view of the conditions in the 
Far East and the general international tension”, to quote Mr. G. A. 
SSinali, Director of Public Instruction in Assam, “it seems eminently 
desirable that the young men of Assam should be trained and prepared 
at least to protect their motherland in case of need**. He suggested 
that units of the University Training Corps should be organised at 
Gauhnti nod Sylhet. The Assam rides are largely recruited from Raj- 
banshts and similar castes ; there is “good material for solder* even 
among the ordinary plains folk of the province.’’ in every province 
“good material for soldiers’’ is available. And Provincial Ministries 
have been responding to public demand when they are found deciding 
to establish Military Training Schools for their provincials. The 
Calcutta University has introduced Military Science ae a subject of 
study, and the authorities at Fort William have undertaken to co¬ 
operate in this work. The Aligarh Muslim University has also some 
such scheme under consideration. The foundation of the Bhonsln Military 
School at Nusik for which Dr. B. S. Moonje of Nagpur is entitled to 
the gratefulness of his people is an indication that the public mind has 
been moving ahead of the Government who will be forced to follow its 
lead. The School has been started with the goodwill of the Governor- 
General, the Indian Military authorities, and the support of Indian 
Princes and lenders of public opinion in the country. Opening the School, 
His Highness the Maharaja Scitidia of Gwalior underlined how it has 
grown in response to n great demand. The significance of the Institution 

lies in the tact that Military training in os important a step in the advancemeDt 
of the nation'll progress as purely academic studies. To build up traditions in 
civil and military administration is not a matter of a day ; it has got to be 
inculcated in the minds of boys from the very begioumg and gradually developed 
till it matures into almost a religious fervour. 

The Nasik Military School is the first to bo started under non- 
official auspices. Its alumni come from all the provinces of India. 
They are the pioneers who will revive in this institution the ancient 
traditions and by their life and work make it “the home and nursery of 
soldiers worthy of the expectations of their country." These constructive 
activities, and the controversies referred to above show that the 
problem of defenoc eclipses niiny others in India iu their influence on 


the future of the country. 

In industrial and agricultural life also there lias not been any peace. 
The United Provinces and Bihar wero rocking on agricultural dis¬ 
contents ; the proposals of the Ministries with regard 
to sir and bnkasht hinds have not appealed to the 
° relief" landlords in the former province, and to the peasants 

jn the latter. In Bengal and Bihar transfer of 


Measures for 


8l») 
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occupancy holdings has been made free of the payment of sc l a mi 
(landlords’ fee); in Bengal the landlord’s right of pre-emption has been 
abolished. In the Punjab amendments of the Land Alienation Act 
have caused a furore that threatened to divide the province into two 
camps—town and country. The Act had divided the people into 
agricultural and non-ogrioultural classes, an artificial division that has 
made life abnormal. At a oon-Agriculturist Conference Sir Gokul 
Chand Narnng, an ex-Minister, illustrated the evils of this division. 
Men like the late Sir Fazli Hussain, and Sir Feroze Khan Noon, High 
Commissioner of India to Britain, were and are, according to the deli- 
nitiori8 of this Act, agriculturists, while men like the late Lala Harkishen 
Lai, an ex-Minister, and Mr. Monobarlal, the present Finance Minister 
of the province, were and are non-agriculturists. All these men were 
barristers, and, perhaps, never had gone near, or touched the handle of, 
a plough. The Madras Estates Enquiry Committee's report brought 
out the theory of the majority of the members which found that “the 
ryot was the owner o f the soil and the zemindar was only a collector 
of revenue” ; the same theory was put forward in discussions on the 
tenincy legislation in the United Provinces Assembly. There are indi¬ 
cations that a growing number of landlords would like to be rid of the 
responsibilities of their position and “office” if they were compensated. 
Their position haB become anomalous, and owing to this they cannot 
settle down to any constructive work and contribute their share of 
work and talent to national well-being. But dnring these controversies 
there have appeared notes of interrogation with regard to the future, 
with regard to whether the ryotwari system made for the real welfare 
of the cultivator of the soil. Students of economic facts of Indian life 
and observers of economic tendencies show that the ryotwari system 
has not saved the cultivator. To quote from Dr. Badha Kama! 
Mukherjee's book —Land Problems of India — 

“About 53 per cent of tjio lands In India is held under the ryotwari 

system.But even In ryotwari Usela there hue been a largo Increase ot rent- 

receivers and tenants. It is estimated that ou account of tlio prevalence of sub¬ 
letting, oicr 30 per cent of the lands aro not cultivated by tenants themselves in 
Madras and Boroay. Similarly In tho Punjab the number of rent receivers ima 
considerably increased of loio..,...lhe actual tiller of the soil...hardly otvns mure 
than a quarter of the lands in India. 


Helplessness 

of 

Peasants 


This quotation shows that other factors arc involved in tho ques¬ 
tion of the lowering of the economic status of the peasants. They 
appear to bo incapable of protecting themeselvos, un¬ 
equal to meeting tho world competition into which the 
products of their labour aro thrown. Knowing not 
whero these are sold, by what roads they travel to 
distant places, how countries from beyond tho seven seas and thirteen 
rivers influence tho prices of their products for good or evil, tho pea¬ 
santry of India are a helpless lot. And some sort of State guardian¬ 
ship has become necessary. To this tendency of thought we owe tho 
organisation of Agricultural Marketing which was discussed at a Con¬ 
ference of Ministers held at Delhi at the end of November last. For 
good or evil the cultivator of tho soil must consent to regulation of 
his life and activities by organisation b set up by the State. 
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The same sort of arrangement will be forced on society by the 
growing tension of feeling between labour nnd capital in the organi- 
. , . . sations nnd instiiutions act up in India under the 

nJ " s na impulse and compulsion of modern industrialism. In 

dUputei all the provinces there wero strikes and lock-outs, 
tactics developed by labour and capita! to secure or 
extort justice from each other. In the period finder discussion there 
came to an end a strike at Cuwnporo which had lasted for more than 
six weeks, and in which were involved more than 40,000 men 
and women. An estimate has it that more than 20 lakhs of 
working days were lost owing to this strike. According to a 
conservative computation the workers lost Rs. 18 lakhs in wages, 
and the total loss to the industry was somewhere near a crore of 
rupees; in addition to this the electric supply corporations which 
supplied electricity to the mills, m >st of th >rn electrically worked, tho 
banks, the post and telegraph offices, tho railway and other conveyances 
liko lorries and bullock carts, the distributors who Bold the manu¬ 
factures of the mills—all were put to losses that have not been esti* 
mated. The other provinces showed no better record. A comparative 
statement of industrial disputes between the year 1921 to December 
31, 1938, goes to show that the year 1938 registered a record in all 
the years during these two decades. There were 399 disputes involv¬ 
ing 4,01,000 workers ; the number of workers were less than in 1937 
in which year there were 379 disputes involving 6,48,000 workers ; the 
total number of working duya lost was 91,99,000 as against 89,82,000 in 
1937 l cotton and jute mills accounted for 39 p r cent of the strikes, 
70'8 per cent of the workers involved and 71T per cent of the working 
days lost; tho number of strikes in which the workers came out suc¬ 
cessful, whole or partial, was 181—51 of the former and 130 of the 
latter. By provinces Bengal showed the highest number—157 ; Bombay 
—Ill, Madras—52 ; the number of workers involved maintained the 
same places—Bengal—1,62,888 ; Bombay—62,188 ; Madras—53,851. 


These statistics prove one tiring that society is put to a loss of 
wealth every year owing to a maladjustment in the relations between 


, State control 
of Life 


capital and labour ; this maladjustment leads to conflict 
that has Its influence on the politics of the country. 
Society cannot afford this loss ; it should not tolerate 


the presence of a running sore poisoning the body 
politic. Society had hitherto been organised on the autonomy of its 
different organs. The break-down of economic well-being, and the 
injustices to which this was due, has called for the intervention from 
the whole to set matters right in the life of tho units. And the State 
as the organ of society’s power, as the instrument for the use of this 
power, is increasingly being called upon to intervene. In India also 
we cannot avoid the encroachments on our autonomies. This is the 


meaning and significance of the many activities that tho Ministries in 
the provinces are called upon to engage themselves In, to control and 
regulate the life of the many units that go to make up the life of the 
whole in India. Before they can fully establish their control, there 
must happen these strikes and lock-outs through which India will 
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bo adjusting herself to modern conditions of life. In more organised 
countries these strikes and lock-outs, signs of tho pains of teething, 
have come to accept the direction of the States, not without convulsions. 
Though it is a common snying that experience) is a dear school, history 
docs not show that wo do learn from the experiences of others, of our 
predecessors. Tiio Kisan and labour movements are evidences of the 
fact that labour and capital in India must pass through the same 
experiences that have moulded other countries into modern life. 

Amidst the dark clouds of communal and provincial Conflicts and 
competitions tho small Christian community of India havo sent across 
the sky a f< w shafts of neighbourlincss that hold 
Chrittino* & promises of a better time. They are only f>0 or tifi 

new Indie lakhs of the more than 35 crorea of Indian humanity. 

lint by their association with tho religion of the rulers 
of the country they have influenced developments in this country, edu¬ 
cational, social and intellectual ; they havo acted us the leaven that 
lenveneth tho wholo mass, As pioneers of modern education in tho land 
thoy hive helped to create tho modern mind in India, to introduce 
many modern institutions of educutn.mil and social uplift in the country. 
Many of their leaders havo helped in initiating tho methods of political 
education and agitation that advanced democratic institutions in 
Britain ; many of tho leaders havo been keen students of Indian history 
rescuing from tho debris of tho past many a remnant of a civilisation 
that was ono of tho leaders of the ancient world ; tho telling of that 
history by foreign historians has helped us to win back a little of our 
self-respect, to stfivo to win it in tho field of politics. This development 
in the life of tho other communities, the awakening of a new self-respect 
and a new self-assertion, havo set the Christian community of Indian 
birth In India to thinkh g how best they could inuko their contribution 
to the evolving life of tho country. This feeling was given expression 
to in tbo speech of Dr. Ilarendra Kumar Mukherjee, M.L.A. fBengal) 
as President of tho All-India Christian Conference held at Madras in 
December lust: 

“Instead of sayitiR I am a Christian first and an Indian after wards lot hr ia tltu 

words of Dr, Anirvadhaa, our brother In faith, who is. Professor of Polities and 

Public Administration id tho University of Madras, say : 'I am Imtb an Indian and a 
Christian bseauso there is bo tuner coufradiutiun bolwevu the two." 

Dr. Mukherjee’s speech was ono substaiued plea to his people to lino 
themselves up with all tho progressive forces in tho country, thereby 
fulfilling tho work that their predecessors had begun in 
S of**’* Indin, The inner development in their own Church in 

culture* India has made this possible. As we find in A. C. 

Underwood’s Oonlempnruy thought in India (1930): “The 
movement towards a United Christian Church in India in which al! deno¬ 
minations will bo merged and opportunities afforded for development on 
indigenous lines under Indian leadership, may gradually over-come the 
obstacles of donomlnationalism, tho foreign character of the Church 
and foreign domination,” The recognition of this evolution wo find 
recorded in tho Report of the World Missionary Conference held at 
Jerusalem in 1928: “We ardently desiro that the younger Churches 
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should express the Gospel through their own genius and through 
forms suitablo to their racial heritage.” Tho late Brahmabandhav 
Upadhyaya who died a martyr to tho cause of India’s political freedom 
(1907) strode all his iifo to achieve “a true synthesis of the truth of 
tho Christian revelation and of Indian spiritual culture,” Tho Tam- 
baran (Madras) session of tho World Missionary Conference (1938) 
worked under this influence where the leaders of the older Churches, 
lenders of Christian life in the West, came in tho spirit of seekers of 
truth because the life of their own countries was not being lived in 
tho way of the life of the Founder of their religion. 


As wo bring to a closo tho review and study of tho events of the 
last six months in India, we turn with hope to another organisation 
that has been for more than twelve years trying to 
Women’* bring tho women of India out of their Beciudcd life 

Conference into activities that have been remaking the life 
of their county nnd of theirs also. The lady- 
President of tho 13th session of tho AU'India Women’s Conference, 
Rani Laxmibai Rajwado of Gwalior, readily acknowledged that the 
present awakening among Indian women ‘‘is due moro to what tho 
Congress has been doing than to our Conference.” But she claimed 
that it wqb tho natural right of “tho woman of the house” to be the 
“first aroused in an earthquake beenuso sho has tho most precious 
burdens to rescue.” And the developments outside and inside India 
that wo have discussed in previous pages hove been overturning many 
an ancient and valued institution, and women in India could not bo 
indifferent to these threats of disruption, to tho shocks of “peaceful 
earthquakes” initiated by the Congress. These have hastened the “entry 
of women into tho highest positions of pnblic life.” The members of 
the Conference belong, tho majority of them, to the upper and 
middle classes of Indian society. But the growing intensity of 
tho struggle for a new India of tho strong and tho free has 
been forcing oo the consciousness of even conservative houses 
that women have duties outside that could not be neglected any 
more, that they could not closo any longer their eyes to the marks 
of break-down in their social life, close their ears to tho cries of 
the poor and distressed in tho land whom the centuries had left 
on the way-side uncared for. The speeches made and resolutions pass¬ 
ed at tho Delhi session (193S) of tho Conference bear witness to the 
fact that the women of India were not blind to tho significance of these 
development 1 ’. This awareness came vivid out of the words of tho 
president: “Wo shall strike at poverty and social evil. But we shall de 
so with a full and sleepless realisation that we do it so that beauty shall 
come in and the spirit become free.” 

The challenge has come to every individual man, to every individual 
woman in India, so to work and so to live that human life may bo 
, enriched in the country. There may bo failures of tho 

Sptnt of » spirit, there may be failure in leadership. But in what 
le*<i«»hip spirit are these to be met, to be overcome ? We began 
this Btudy with the recital of a failure of spirit and 
failure of leadership in Indian politics. And the words used by the 
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President of the Congress, Sri Subhns Chandra ilnsu, on that occasion 
supplies an answer characteristic of the man, characteristic of the type 
of a new leadership. These words are of such strength, of such insight 
Into tire heart of things, that they deserve record : 

‘‘I may nosot out that a leaJer has to pay tho prion of leadership. In the event 
of success, ho often gets raoro praise and credit than ho probably deserves, and in 
tho event of failure, ho frequently pots all the blame or nt least much of it. No 
leader should, threfore, grodgo if on occasions lie terms to be judged harshly t>v ins 
followers or by his eouutrymen. If a battle is wou, tho general became;; tho Hero ; 
if things go wrong hu is punished severely.” 


Wo began the study with a note of pessimism. At tho end also 
wo find that there is uurest, there is indecision, a sense of helplessness, 
of uncertainty iii tho councils of the rulers, in the 
Through^truggle market-places of tho world, in tho academics of philo- 

realiistion Bophcrs to which men have been used to look for 

light and guidance. Ideals of human conduct arc being 
subjected to now testa, and tho practices of mankind are being called 
upon to adapt themselves to now conditions to meet tho needs of new 
values in life. India cannot any moro continue in her hermit life. 
Modern science has eliminated distance ; the mountains and oceans nru 
no longer barriers but are to-day lines of communication on which have 
boon moving men and women from distant lands and knocking at onr 
doors with news of a new world. Even if wo would wo could 
not refuse to hear them ; oven if wo could we would not refuse 
to hear them. Our sages and saints had soon “tho ono in all the 
changing manifoldness of tho univorso”, the thread of unity that runs 
through creation > a scientist of modern India, Aclmryu Jngadis 
Chandra Basu, has presented this realisation to tho teat of our senses. 
That realisation ban come to New Indio to bo renewed and revivified 
in the modern world through ^struggles in the spirit of a new tapamja, 
a new self-dedication. Hindu and Muslim, Christian and Sikh, Bengalee 
and Biharee, Andhra and Tamilian, Mohratti and Gujrati may appear 
to forget today tho message of this unity. But tho meaning of tho 
present conilicta and competitions in India, we will realise os wo go 
through the tribulations of tho present towards tho hopes of tho future. 
These hopes will sustain us. They can be best described in the words 
of Jagadis Chandra—a seer and a scientist of new India : 

“And in this country through the milloniums tharo always havo boon some who, 
beyond tho immediate and absorbing prize of tbo hour,, sought for tho realisation of 
the highest ideal of lilo not through passive ronunciatiun, but through activo 
struggle. The woakling who boa refused the eonlliet, having acquired nothing, has 
nothing to renounce. In India such examples of uonslant realisation of ideals through 
work hava resulted in tho formation of a continuous living tradition. And by her 
latent poivor of rejuvenescence sho has readjusted horsoif through inlinilo transfor¬ 
mations. Thus while tho soul of IJabylon ami tho Nilo Valley lias transmigrated, 
ours still remains vital and with capacity of absorbing what the time has brought, 
and mating it one with Itself,” 

—(Specially contributed by Sri Suresh Chandra Dev) 
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The Council of State 

Budget Session—New Delhi—14th. February to 8th. April 1938 

MECHANISATION OF A till r 

Tl ;0 Budget Session of tbo Council of State opened at New Delhi on the 14th. 
February 1938. The question hour was lively. The Cortmandrr-i-n-Cfu'ef replied to a 
nuraiior of questions on tha scheme of army mechanisation. After going over tho 
present scheme, His Excollenov added that tho question of mechanisation of certain 
Indian units was at present under consideration by the Government of India. 

Aftor question time, tho Secretary presented copies of eight biits as woro passod 
by tho Assembly, including tho Military Manoeuvres Bill and Insurance Bill. 

Rahway Budost and Debate 

Sir Outhria Ruisrlt, Chief Commissioner of Railways, next presented the statement 
of estimated expenditure and revenue for the year 1938-39, in respect of Railways 
after which the Council adjourned till the 17th. 

17th. & 18th. FEBRUARY:—The Oonoeil hold a general discussion on the 
railway budget to-day. Mr. Ranvias Pant ala, the first speaker, subjected the 
budget to a oritioal analysis, and regretted that there was uo reference to a general 
trade and eoonomio condition of tho country in relation to railways. Ho urged the 
provision of adequata facilities to etioourngo the transport of agricultural produce 
to distant parts. Tbo policy in regard to tho rail-road proWom was unsatisfaotory 
as tho railways wanted oo-ordinatiou with motor transport by coeroioa, instead of 
adopting a policy of equitable treatment of other forms of transport. 

feir A, P. Pc fro expressed tho opinion that much of the difficulty of the rail¬ 
road problem would be eliminated tf tho railways come to suitable arrangements 
with Local Governments, since roads were a provincial subject. At the same time 
the railways should afford grouter amenities to the travelling public. 

Lala Ramsaran Das declared that in regard to recruitment for various services, 
a definite anti-Indian policy had been adopted in the Indian railways. Perhaps it 
was due to the reactionary recommendation of the Wedgwood Committee. Though 
a large number of well-qualified Indians were available for the mechanical and 
engineering departments from various engineering colleges in India, the railways 
preferred importing foreigners. There was also a rumour among Indians officiating 
as foremen and chargomen that (hey would nevor be confirmed but soon be replaced 
by Europeans. He asked if this was true. The treatment of Indiana was also bad 
at the recent Mogbulpora workshop explosion, where a covenanted European foreman, 
instead of being punished, was quietly allowed to go away. Ho urged the accelera¬ 
tion of goods traffic, whioh would result in a substantial reduction in new wagon 
coQStruotion. He complained of nneooiiomie pay to the iowor subordinate staff 
which generated discontent. The amount spent on providing amonities for third 
class passengers, he declared, was inadequate as compared with upper class travellers. 
He requested the Government to abolish the surcharge on coal. 

Nox-GmctAL Resolution's 

21»t FEBRUARY :—Tho Council of State transacted non-official business today. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kumrus resolution urging active steps to facilitate settle¬ 
ment of Indians on land in British Guiana and discourage their repatriation to India 
was adopted imanimonsly, the Government accept!eg the resolution for taking up 
the matter with the Colonial Office. 

An interesting debate ensued on Mr. Sushi! Kumar Roy Choudhury's resolution 
that full military training be given to ail physically fit Indians between the ages of 
21 and 30 and that they be admitted to permanent units in the Army irrespective 
of caste and creed. 

9 
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The Commandirdn-Chief explained !ho futility of suoh a scheme and the colossal 
cost it would involve. Ho pointed out that tho training of all aide-bodied Indiana 
would mean the oreation of an incredibly vast army, 200 to 300 times ttio present 
strength. Of what praotinat ns® such enormous army levies would be in modern 
warfare except providing cannon-fodder ? The Government’s policy, on the other 
hand, was to keep tho Army as small and at the sumo time as efficient as possible. 
The resolution was negatived. 

24th FEBRUARY The Counoil discussed two non-official resolutions to-day. 
Sirdar Buta Singh's resolution (or a committee to work out u scheme wilh the object 
of stabilising the price of wheat, cotton, gar, sugar, no t other agricultural products 
was rejected after Mr. Yeatcs had explained that tho matter was primarily tho concern 
of provincial Governments, 

After two hours’ discussion tho Houso defeated Mr. Kalilckar's resolution that 
th® Dumber of cadets admitted to tho military academy be raised from 00 to 120, by 
14 to 23 votes. Tho Commander-in-Chief slid that roenntly the Government reviewed 
the position and canto to the conclusion that tho inoroaso of the nnmbor of intake 
was not possible just at present. There had boon wastage reoently amongst tho 
King’s commissioned Indian officers by resignations. Lifelong military corner had 
not in practice appealed to many of those who first took up a commission with 
apparent enthusiasm. Ho hoped thu* same would out bo found to ho tho ease with 
the remainder of the Indian officers. 

Iitoirr of PtfTTijro Suppl. Questions 

2nd. MARCH :—An authoritative decision on tho limitations imposed on tho right 
of putting supplementary questions was announced by Sir Manecijao Dad ah hoy and 
Pandit Hirdaynath KuDzru, over whose supplementary questions m September Inst 
there was some misunderstanding, necessitating a study of the subject and consulta¬ 
tions with the Speaker of the House of Commons. Captain Fitzruy had nothing to 
say, as Sir Alanoekjeo appealed ta him and the Honan to accept the decision. 

Tha statement of Sir Maueckjon occupied half an hour to read, lie quoted from 
the communication he had received from Captain Fitxroy, and also from Sir Howard 
Degvill®. secretary of the Empire Parliamentary Association, ns well lie from the rul¬ 
ings of Sir Frederick Whyte and Sir Slmnmukfiam Uhetty, and submitted ‘with ail 
humility’ that they wore exactly what ho himself had emphasized so often from Ilia 
Chair, namely, that the supplementnries are intended only to clear up nny ambiguity 
In the reply given, or to extract any further information on the sntfjoot dealt with in 
tha reply. At tho eamo time. Sir iiiinoukjoe gave the aHsurauoe that he would enforce 
the principles now enunciated ‘justly and with discretion', 

MiliutiT MiNOEtrvnEB Bjll 

On tho motion of tha Commaixdrr-in-Chie/, tho Council of Slafo passed tho Bill to 
provide facilities for military manoeuvres and for Held firing and artillery praotioo as 
was passed by the A-sumbuy. Mr. Kumar Sunknr Bay Chowdhury moved half a 
dozen amendments and all of them wore rejected. 

The House also passed the Bill further to around tho Destructive Insects and Pests 
Act os was passed by tho Assetnbiy. It was moved by Sir Jagdish Prasad, 

Bbiloiho Isdcmbt WotHfEns* Safety 

Sir Mohammad Yakub moved a resolution that flic Council having considered 
draft convention and the reeomraondutions relating to the safety of tho building indag- 
try recommends to the Governor-General in Council (n) that the provincial Govern¬ 
ments be consulted regarding tbo desirability and practicability of legislation to secure 
greater safety for workers in tha budding industry, (b) that their atlontion be drawn 
to the recommendations concerning cooperation, accident prevention and vocational edu¬ 
cation. Sir Mohammad do-on bed the important features of tho draft convention 
and the attitude of various Governments who wore represented at lha Genova Assembly 
session in 1930 when it was considered. Tha Indian delegates had pointed out the 
unsuitability of several proposals to Indian conditions. Hir Mohammad Yakub said that 
it appeared from tha perusal of tho proceedings that moat countries had found safety 
In the regulation of tbo building industry. But in India conditions were quit® 
different. The construction of houso* in Indian villages could not bo construed as a 
hazardous occupation but in Bomo commercial cities such aocidouts wore inseparable 
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Bnd no action was possible nnless tho cooperation of the local Government* and muni¬ 
cipalities was scorned. There ahould be an adequate system of inspection to entorce 
the building laws. Tho convention itself was of a complicated nature and difficult for 
enforcement in tho case of India. Tho function was primarily that of tho piovineiil 
Governments and their discretion could not be fettered by the decision taken by the 
central Government, 

The resolution was passed. The Council then adjourned till March 4, 

OrrOBraox Walk-oc? 

4th. MARCH r—About 20 momherB of the Progressive and Congress parties walked 
out to-day following Sir James Grigg'a statement explaining the Government's position 
on tho controversy regarding tho exclusion from the voted list of the expenditure on 
Defence and External Affairs. 

After Sir James Grigg, who spnko amid repeated interruptions, Rat Bahadur 
Ramsaran Das, loader of the Opposition, Mr. Ranttias Pantulu, leader of the Con¬ 
gress party, and Syed Bossnin imam , deputy leader of the Progressive party, made 
statements protesting aguinst ‘the ourtailnsent of the rights and privileges of the 
Assembly with which the Council of State forms the central legislature’. Sir A. P. 
Patro rose to speak when all members of the Progressive and Coagross parties 
walked out. 

CEsraii & Defence Extenditub* 

Explaining tho Government's attitude regarding the Legislature's right of 
vote on Defence expenditure. Sir James Grigg, Finance Member made the 
following statement in tho Council of State to-day :— 

Sir James Grigg continued : “The argument has been advanced that, though 
the classification of that expenditure is a legal use of a power vested in the 
Governor-General-in-Council, nevertheless there was no obligation on the G«vernor- 
General-i l-Couneil to uso that power in the sense in which it has been 
used, and that tho previous practice should have been permitted to oontioue 
under which, white the army estimates were not submitted to tho vote, tha 
expenditure of the Army Department as it was then known was treated as 
voted expenditure enmparahly with the expenditure of other departments of the 
civil secretariat. This is the sole question at issue, since as previously tho 
Governor-General has thrown the entire defence estimates open to discussion by 
the legislature. 

“As is well known, the Central Executive and Legislature, while they are 
in form retained unchanged in the transitional period, now function on the 
basis ol the new distribution of powers under the Act of 1935. Briefly the 
position under the Act is that the powers, both legislative and financial, of the 
Ccnttsl Legislature in tho transitional period correspond with the powers, 

sfier the establishment of Federation, of the Federal Legislature, 

“Wb»'n Federation is established, Defence will be administered by tho 
Governor-General in his discretion. The expenditure which the Governor-General 

will incur for the discharge of his functions in nspect of defence wtl! 

include the expenditure of tho Deletion Department and will be charged on 
the revenue of the Federation under Section 33 in the transitional period. 

Section 33 is not in force and the position is regulated by Section 67 a of 

the old Act in the modified terms in which it has been re-enacted in the 

ninth schedule of the New Act. The several changes made in shat section are in the 
direct'on of securing n similar classification in the transitional period of voted and 
Bon-voted expenditure such »s will distinguish in the Federation period expenditure 
submitted to the vote and expenditure charged on the revenues. 

“The treatment of defence expenditure as onn-voted is a feature common 
to the old constitution and to the new. But while in the old Constituiion 

it was possible to treat expenditure on the army department as in a sense 

distinct from the defence expenditure, (bat distinction is no longer permissible 
under the provisions of the new Act. Thus in ^addition to the general 

siatcnoent given above of the new position of the Central Legislature, Part 10 
of the new Act, which is now in operation, draws a statutory dislioclioa 
between the defence services of the Crown in India and the Civil Services, 
and the effect of Section 238 in that part of the Act is to bring the establishment 
of the Defence Department within tho definition, now operative of defence 
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services. As such, expenditure on that department requires now to bs treated 
as non-votod ; and will when Federation is established bo charged on the rovennes. 

“It follows that in the classification now made thorn was no issuo of 

policy opan to the Govoroor-Geooral-io-Counoil to doohie. In their classification 
in the traditional period of expenditure on the Defence Department as non- 
voted expenditure, the Government of India have followed tho prescriptions 

of the statute binding alike on themselves and on lito Legislature." 

Sir James Origg contended that the Legislative Assembly had lost nothing 
real by the change the Government of Lidia had been compelled by law to 
make. Tho burden of the complaint made in the Lowor House was that the 

House was not prerentod from recording a v«te on the Defence expenditure. 
That was wholly inaconrate. In previous years tho position was that tho 
Assembly had recorded its views about defence by voting on grants for the 
defence expenditure which covered tho salaries of a comparatively small 
number of olcks and peons in that department and year by year tho 
Assembly had rejected tho whole of tho piovision and had forced tho Governor- 
General to restore this element in tho Defence expenditure. This element 
of defence expenditure represented four lakhs of rupees out of forty-five crores. 
Tho Fmnnco JJomhor thought that to visit th-s wrath of tho Assembly on a 
few clerks and poonB in the Defence Department was highly aitificiaf. There 

was a moro effective way of showing their reprobation by voting on tho 
Executive Council, which was responsible for the defence policy. Therefore it 
appeared to him that the whole grievance was a manufactured one 

Lata Ramsurandns, Loader of tho Opposition, stated “Tim Government in dis¬ 
regard of a long standing practice have deprived the Central Legislature of the right 
it has enjoyed of voting tho demand for the oivil secretariat of tho Defence Depart¬ 
ment. No doubt this House takes no part in tho voting of the budget demand but it 
cannot remain indifferent to the curtailment of rights and privileges of the other 
House, with which it forms tho Central Legislature. 

Lala Hamsnrandns, proceeding, 9tnted t “The submission of the demand for the 
Defouce Secretariat gnvo tho Assembly n diroot opportunity of expressing its opinion 
about tho mitita'V policy of tho Government of India whioh was fully availed of year 
aftor year. Howover ombarrassed the Government might have been by an adverse 
vote of tho Assembly yoar after year, this was no justification for ohnnging tho pro¬ 
cedure followed till last year and imposing a nmv restriction in a vital mutter, 

“Wo oan attribute ohungu only to a change in the attitude of tho Government 
of India. In order to enter our strong protest against tint temper nnd outlook, 
whioh this indicates, wo havo decided to take no part in tho discussion on tho 
budget. 

Ur. Ramdas Pantutu said : “The Congress party in this nnuso has decided to 
follow tho course adopted by tho Congress party in tho Assembly. Wo feel that DO 
other course is left open to ns in this Ilonse. Tho departure made by Iho Govern¬ 
ment in tho usual procedure by removing from tho vote of tho Assembly estimates of 
expenditure on army secretariat has tho t'ffeot of curtailing the power nnd privilege 
of the Central Legislature as a whole on a very vital matter. This House cannot 
allow such an oncroaehraont hy tho Government on powers of tho Legislature without 
recording its protest in a fighting manner. We fuel that Iho provisions of Iho Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act. specially tho transitory provisions unbodied In paragraph G7A 
of the ninth schedule to the Act, have not altered tho constitutional position, so as to 
make it obligatory on tho Governor-General to withhold from tho voto of the Assembly 
estimates of expenditure on tho Army Secretariat. Even Section 238 of the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act, when read with Section 317 nnd ninth schodulo 1ms not the effect 
of taking away tho discrntioD vested in tho Oovernor-Genciat. No valid reason 
for the uncalled for nnd provocative departure has been given by tho Government, 
Therefore, we havo decided not to participate in discussion on tho budget this yoar. 

“Now coming to the statement made by tho Finance Member I must say that I 
don't find any reason to alter the word of tho statemont I havo just road out. He 
not only did not improve his case, but made it worse. On tho legal and constitu¬ 
tional groand ho is clearly wrong. Tho Governor-General’s discretion to follow the 
usual procedure is left untouched till the Federation is established. Wo need oat 
contemplate what is to happon after Federation comes. It may not come for the 
Congress is pledged to sea that it does not come. 
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NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS 09 

Ikoo-Britisii Thade Aorezment 

Tth. MARCH :—Oomplololy vexed over tbo delay in tbe successful issue of th® 
Indo-British Trade Agreement, and finding that tbe Government in 1 b© meanwhile 
was disregarding and circumventing tho verdict of tbe Legislature, (be Opposition in 
the Council of Slate gave a timely warning to tbe Government. 'Wo do not want 
to leave any loopholes for tbo Government after our bitter experience, was the 
spirit in which Mr. Oovindlal Shivial Motilol asked that the present interim 
agreement should terminate ‘hero and now’, and further that the Central Legislature's 
opinion as to tho now agreement should prevail. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das, Pandit Birday Nath Kumru and Mr. V. 
Rawdas Pantutu nil argued that no harm wortld be done to India because the rise 
in tho price of agricultural produce was greater than that of manufactured goods. 
In any cose they ail felt that tho interim trade agreement which had been entered 
into by tho executive without consulting lire legislature should not he allowed to 
hamprer and delay a successful issue of the negotiations for a permanent pact. 

Sir A. P. Patro was ulouo among the non-official members in thinking that tho 
agreement should proceed not on fines suggested by the non-official advisers who 
were mostly mill-owners but as tho Government would consider proper taking into 
consideration also tho interests of 'tho man behind the plough’. 

Sir itahomrd Yakub explained tho Government's mind that they did not have the 
same touching faith in the non-official advice as Mr. Govindlal Shivlal Motila! nor 
would they agree to the proposition that the legislature’s view alone should prevail. 

Pandit Birday Saih Kumru and Mr. Ratndas Pantulu bad been at pains to seo 
that tho spirit of the fiscal autonomy convention should at least prevail and as to 
this Sir Jlrihomed Yakub askod the Mouse to rely on the statesmanship of Sir 
Mahomed Zafrullnh Khan, permanent Commerce Member, 

Child Marwiqe Restraint Amend. Bill 

The only other Important business transacted was the passing of the Bill of 
Diuran Lalchand Navalrai for strengthening the Surda Aot (Child Marriage Res¬ 
traint Act Amendment Biil). He came to the gallery expecting a great debate but 
wna told by Sir Ramuni Afenon, who sponsored it, (hat the House was very helpful 
and the Government did not even find it necessary to speak. After the manner in 
which Kui Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das , who was believed to be a Sanatanist, spoke 
in favour of the measure and quoted freely from Sastras and Vedas, there was none 
to otter a word against tho Biu. 

Development or Air & Sea Forces Urged 

10th, MARCH 'The Counoil of State discussed non-official resolutions to-day. 

Pundit H. A'. Kumru moved a resolution recommending to the Governor- General- 
in-Council to redrsiritnite the defence expenditure between the land, sea and air 
forces so os to provide for a more adequate defence of the country by sea and air 
forces. In modern warfare, he said, cavalry and infantry regiments were not of 
such great use as they used to bo once upon a time. The proposed mechanisation 
scheme of the Indian army was no doubt introduced as part of mechanisation of the 
entire British army in Englaud, Considering the little use the British cavalry 
regiments served, Paodit Kunzru asked why these regiments should not be sent back 
to England or if they were to be retained in ind'a why the entire cost of the 
mechanisation should not be borne by His Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. O'Oilvic claimed that the army maintained in India was very small, consi¬ 
dering tho area, population and extensive land and sea frontiers. In tbe North West 
Frontier the civil districts wero constantly threatened with tribal raids and the 
mover of the resolution had not fully understood tho nature of the frontier problems, 
when be suggested that highly mechanised army was not required for frontier 
warfare. However, they felt that, whether tho army was to face minor or major 
dangers, it should be abreast of modern developments and needs. Mr, Ogilvie pointed 
out that India alone among the countries in the world had reduced her defence 
budret by Rs. 23 and a half crores during the last fifteen years. 

Lala Lam saran Das, Leader of the Progressive party, supporting the motion, 
said that thanks to Government's policy on the frontier the waning propensities of 
tbe frontier tribes had lessoned, and therefore, the Government could afford to 
relieve the concentration of land forces on the frontier and use tbe savings in 
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strengthening tho air foroo. Referring to mechanisation, ttio spoakor said it was 
not the duty of the Indian Government to moahaniso tho British section o£ the 
Indian army which was not permanent in India. 

Pandit Kunzrtt, replying to the debate, contended that tho programme of mecha¬ 
nisation was duo to a change of army policy in Britain and ludia was made to 
follow Britain, whothor she liked it or not. 

Referring to tho frontier danger mentioned by Mr. Ogilvie, Pandit Kunzru asked, 
“Why can't ho loll us how we nrn oodangerod cither in tho Fast or in tho West t 
It is this rotieenoo and lack of frankness that ;s responsible for tho country's sus¬ 
picions of Government's actions'', lie wanted to Know why in India alone the 
peace-time army was maintained on a war footing. 

Mr, Ogilvie , roplytng to Pandit Kunzru, said that tlio Indian army bad been 
reduced to 60 small a s'zo that it had been imperatively necessary to keep what 
fhev had on a war footing ready to go to war at notice, 

Tho resolution was negatived by 21 votes to 14. 

Redoctiok of Defence Exi'Esdituhe 

Mr. ffossait t Imam moved a resolution urging tlio Government to appoint a 
committee of the members of tho Central Legislature to examine tho dofouoo budget 
with a view to reducing tho expenditure generally and in particular to attain tho 
following objectives : 

(at Reductions in ancillary and engineering department expanses ; 

fb) Increase in ineomo from the disposal of stores ; 

(c) The possibilities of transferring part of pension charges to the British 

Government; 

(d) The feasibility of qarstioniog the composition of oapitation charges, and 

(o) The enquiry or otherwise of ahargiiig tho whole or part of tho contribution 
for the National health insurance and tho unemployment assurance for 
British soldiers. 

He pointed cut that tho Dofonco budget showed an Inoronso of two ororoa of 
rupees during the last two years, in epito of tho fact that Burma waa separated 
and England was making a contribution to India, Ho claimed that tho business Bide 
of tho army was top-heavy and could bo replaced by an Indian personnel without 
loss of efficiency and at the same tiico resulting in a snving of nearly half tho oost. 
Ho pointed out (ho huge wasto in the army stores and that a large stock of medi¬ 
cines purchased by the Defcnco Dopurtmeut was foisted on provincial Guvurntncuts 
and local bodies at high cost, 

Mr. Ctyiirie asked tho Houso to consider whether this was the opportune raiment 
for tho appointment of such o committee. Tho situation in tlio world to-lay was 
such as required not retronolimont in the defonco expondituro but an inoronso. To 
carry on without any increase wag in i!s<df a high tribute to tint Defence Depart¬ 
ment’s solicitude for tho tax-payor. Mr. O’Gilvio added that, ns it was, any retrench¬ 
ment on a large scale was nolliinkablo at the present moment. Over nine orores of 
economy had been effected in the army expenditure stnoo 1029-3d. There was in 
existence a public accounts committee, which dealt very fully with the wholo 
financial and business side of tho defence forces in ludia and any other oommitteo 
to do the same work was not necessary. 

Rat Bahadur Ram Baran Das, referring to the saving of 92 lakhs of rupees 
to the defence expenditure duo to a shortage of British troops in India, said that 
this saving should Ire permanent. Ho suggested greater cure in giving army coniraots. 
He emphasised that tho present was the BuitahJe time for a oommitteo. For, after all, 
the recommendation of such a committee were not binding on the Government, but 
Ibeir suggestions would be useful to them. 

Pandit //, ;V. Kunzru said a substantial reduction was possible by oithor of two 
ways, namely, withdiawal of British troops from India and industrialisation so as 
to make India, as far as possible, self-sufficient in all kinds of army stores. Tho 
Government must seriously consider tho necessity of maDufaoturmg arms and 
ammunition in India. 

Mr. 0 Oitvie pointed out that Pandit Knnzrn’s suggestion for industrialisation or 
sending Indian apprentices might bo useful from the point of view of indiauisotion, 
but they were hardly suitable as a measure of economy. Ho stated that the Inch- 
capo Commiitoo sat at a tune when the army was big soon after the war, and 
reductions wore possible. Again the Retrenchment Committee of 1031 was cocsti- 
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toted in (ho lace of a most disastrous slump all over the world. Since then there 
had been progressive retrenchment, but they had reached a stage where reduction 
was not possible. 

The resolution was rejected without a division. 

Civil Appeals to Federal Court 

21*t. MARCH :—Tho Council of tjtato met to-day with a heavy agenda of eight 
non-official resolutions before it. 

After questions further discussion on Haji Mohammad Hussain's resolution, 
urging tln< Government of India to taka immediate steps to introduce measures to 
provide for civil appeals to the Federal Court from the judgments of the High 
Courts in British India as provided in tho Federal Court by sec. 206 (1) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, and to establish at tho earliest possible date a 
Supreme Court of Criminal appeal In India, was resumed. 

Mr. F. N, Sapru, supporting tho resolution, appealed to tho Government to 
consider it in a sympathetic spirit os there were neither political nor contro¬ 
versial principles involved. He pointed out that tho Fedoral Court which con¬ 
sisted of eminent judges had hardly any work to do with the result that valuable 
judicial talent found no scope for expression. Federation was still far off and at 
present from their point of view the Fedeial Court was a cosily luxury and 
therefore It was llielr duty to provide some work if it ought to justify its exis¬ 
tence. It had boon held that at present the appeals to tho Privy Council were 
very costly and dilatory to Indian litigants and it would bo advantageous to all if 
civil appeals wore vested in the Federal Court. 

Mr. Rmndas Puniulu, Leader of Iho Congress party, opposed tho resolution 
which had not indicated any scheme by which India would be self-contained in 
iho matter of appeals. The provision for more courts of appeal, ho said, was 

not in tho inierest of India (A vtoce—It was in the interests of lawyers) He 

did act see that a sufficient case had been made for tlie establishment of a court 
of criminal appeal for none liked the prolongation of appeals of criminal cases, 

Pundtt hrt'day Hath Kunzrtt also contended that tho Government of India 
Act did not expressly prohibit tho establishment of a Supromo Court of Crimiaal 
appeals. If oneo tho principle was accepted then it would be easy to striotly 
limit tho criminal appeals to cases io which a substantial principle of law was 
involved. He strongly oritieized tho contention that the provision for these appeals 
would help the bar. 

Hoji Syed Mohammad Hussain, replying to the debate, said that ha resolution 
was to see to what oxtont had the Government accepted it in principle and ho 
hoped that an early action would be taken to give effect to it. As for the second 
part of the resolution, ha Hoped to place a bill before tho House. He withdrew 
the lesolution. 

Gcverssiext Services & Posts 

Sir Ramunni Me non moved a resolution urging the introduction, as early as 

practicable, m regard to the services and posts in the Government of India and 

the centrally administered areas rho recruitment to which is in the competence 
of tho Government of India, of the scheme of rocruitmeut adumbrated in the 
Government of India's circular letter published on Jan. 20 last to alt the provincial 
Governments with such modification and amplification as further consideration 
may necessitate, but without abandoning the two essential conditions laid down 
in the said scheme in regard to the ago and the stage of education at which 
candidates would be entitled to appear for the proposed preliminary examination. 

Mr, P. N. Sapru said that there had been a tendency to blame the universities 
for unemployment which might also be due to the economic phenomenon. If it 
was due to the latter any amount of reorganisation of education would not solve 
tho problem of unemployment. Ho was extremely critical of the Government 
proposal. 

Railway Svrciiarqe os Coal 

liai Bahadur Lata Itamsaran Das moved a resolution to the Governor General 
in Council that the surcharge levied on tho railway freight for coal and hard 
coke should be abolished forthwith. Reviewing the history of the surcharge on 
the freight for coal and hard coke the mover pointed out that it was levied at the 
time when the railway finances were at the lowest ebb in 1933 and the Gov- 
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ernmeot had promised to remove the aurehargo as soon ns tho railway finanaes 
would conus into their own. The mover maintained that tho Government had not 
honoured the plodge they had given. At present the railway finances were in a 
sound condition and it wits time that tho Government fulfilled tho pledge and re¬ 
moved the surcharge which was a handicap to tho development and growth o£ 
the industry in India. 

Sir Guthrie Russ'lt, Chief Commissioner of Railways, replying maintained that 
tne Government had honoured tho pleige given and p hate I out how the Govern¬ 
ment had reduced tho surcharge, which was 15 per cent, in 1932 to 12 and a half 

B or coot, in 1935, subjeot to a maximum of ono rupee per ton irrespective of distance. 

ie said that tho tima had not yot oomo for rates. They had carefully examined 
the position whioh showed that tho surcharge did not olwot tho muvemont of the 
trafiia whatsoever. Tho speaker quoted figures proving his contention. The House 
rejected the resolution. 

Protest Aoiisst Finance Bill 

22nd MARCH After question Mr. J. C, Nixon, Secretary, Finance Department 
moved eh.it the Finance Bill, as recommended by tho Governor-General, be taken 
into consideration. He said that tho House was already aware of tho oironmstanoes 
in which the Governor-General thought it propor to restore all the grants which 
hod been rejected in tho Lower Uouso. Consequently, in order to carry on the 
activities of Government they required alt those resouraos which woro indicated in 
tho Budget Statement made in both Druses. Those rcsonroos included the passing 
of the Finanao Bill which was also rejected in tho Assembly. Tito recommended 
Finance Util merely proposed to carry on tho status quo, ' It imposed no fresh 
taxation and it proposod no reduction in taxation. 

Rat Bahadur Lata Ramsaran Das, leader of tho Progressive party, said for reasons 
already stated on former occasions his party had deoidod not to participate in the 
discussion of the Finance Bill, They would, however, vote uguioBt tho Util 
at ovory stage. 

Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, leader of tho Congress party, said his party also deoided 
for same reasons cot to participate in tho discussion, There was another reason 
also, nsmety, no useful purpose would bo sorvod in consideration of a Bill in a 
certified form, as no alteration was possible. 

Thereafter Mr. R. If. Parker {Bombay Chamber) rose to apeak and all tho 
members of tho Progressive and Congress parties, nuraboriug about 20, walked 
out of tho Chamber, 

After Mr. Parker, Sir Patro and tho Maharaja of Darbimcga had spoken, Mr, 
Nixon replied to tho discussion. 

When tho motion for consideration was put to tho House, tho House just then 
challenged a division. 

The President sotd he would not permit a division In the oxorois# of his own 
discretion as thoro was only ono member who challenged it. 

Immediately there was a stumpedo and all the mombors who woro peeping 
through tho curtains rushed in. r K 

The opposition members questioned tho President's ruling. Mr. Kunzru pointed 
out thnt they bad ovory right not to participate in tho debate and yot vote. 

In tho’goBoral confusion the President doclared Mr, Nirdn’s motion carried. 

Rat Bahadur Ramsaran Das wanted to make a statement, but tho President 
disallowed any statement and proceeded to put olausos and schedule of 
tho Bill to vote. 

He put the schedule to tho Uouso first and the Opposition shouted “no". Tho 
President reiterated hia earlier ruling and disallowed a division. 

Thereupon thoro waB further confusion and exoitument in tho House, members of 
the Opposition insisting on their right to voto. Pundit Kunzru said that “for the 
Chair to say that our action is right or wrong is going too fur", Mr, Uossain Imain 
sboutod, “What is undignified" What is unparliamentary ?" Yot low understood 
under what rules tho President had disallowed tho motion, 

Tho President called for order and remarked : “It was ao unbecoming and 
undignified procedure for tho House of Eldora to pursue." 

Tho President agreed to roconstdor bis ruling on condition that members withdrew 
certain remarks alleged to have been made against tho Chair. Member* refused to 
withdraw th«m and insisted on their right. 
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Whoo there was ullor confusion, the Loader of the IIouso Sir Jagadish Prasad 
requested tlio Olmir to adjourn the Houso for 15 minutes. 

The President accordingly took tho sense of tho IIouso and adjourned it. 

The Council reassembled after half-nn-hour, 

Lula Hamsaran Dus made a statement on behalf of his party. Do said that noy 
action token by bis party was by way of protest ngaiust tho Governor-Gun oral's 
co rli Heat ion of tho Finance Bill and restoration of grants in disregard of the wishes 
nf tho Control Legislature. It was in no senso iotoudod ns discourteous to tho 
President personally or to tho Chair or to tho Douse. As they desired to elmllongo 
tho Government's motion thoy wished that a division bo token. 

Thereupon tho President said that tho decision which he took a few minutes ago 
in disallowing a division was base! ou misunderstanding. Dis prcdecossors on sovorat 
such occasions had disallowed a division. For example, tho late Sir Alexander 
Made liman, who was tho first President of tho Council had obsorvod “that tho 
request for a division is frivolous and I disallow it'* There have boon sovoral 
subsequent rulings by bis successors supporting this point. In view of tho statomont 
by tlm Loader of tho Opposition, and particularly as tho domand for a division 
camo from a larger number of mumbers, it gives a different complexion. Do would 
now allow a division on the motion that tho schedule to tho Dili bo taken 
into consideration. 

TI 10 IIouso divided and the motion was carried by 27 votes to 15. Tho Houso 
again dividod on tho final motion that tho Bill as recommended by tho Governor* 
Oenoral bo passed and it was carried by tho samo number of votes. 

Only three members participated in the brief debate on the Finance Bill. Ur. 
Parker regretted tho action of tho Opposition in refusing to participate in tho 
debate. He reiterated his complaint against Uio retention of surcharges on income 
tax and customs and urged a revision of tho tariff schedules so as to make them 
morn scientific, 

Sir A. P. Patro said it was a pity that electod representatives in tho Douse 
should have refused to discuss tho Financo BUI and that tho Bill as certified by tbo 
Govenior-Goooral did not receive tho attention it deserved. Ho thought that tha 
Budget was on oxcoiiont ono boeanso it did not impose fresh taxation, 

Tho Maharaja of Darbhnnga eritieisod tho “status quo” budget which had 
maintained tho existing taxation which was already too high. 

After a brief reply by Mr. Nixon, tho Finance Secretary, tho President put the 
motion to vole, with tho result above mentioned. 

Two Official Bills passed 

23rd. MARCHThe Conuoil of State passed two official bills to-day, namely, tho 
Tea Control Bill and tbo Woikmen’s Compensation Act Amendment Bill, as passed by 
the Assembly. 

Sir Mohammad Yakub , Commerco Member, sponsored both tho bills. Moving tho 
Tea Control Bill, ho explained tho various provisions of the Bill and said that tho time 

had not vet arrived for completely removing tha control over tho tea industry. If no 

control was sought to bo exercised now, it would result in llioging tbo industry again 

iu a parlous state from which it was redeemed 10 years ago. 

Lula Ram Saran Das thanked tho Government for agreeing to non-official demands 
to include one representative on the board to represent the Punjab, the United Provin¬ 
ces and tho Bihar tea interests, lie hoped that tho quota Qxod for India would bo 
such as might bo advantageous to India, The Bill was passed. The second bill was 
also passed without much discussion. Tbo Council then adjourned till tho 1st. April. 

Trade Dismiss Act Amesb Bill 

1 *t. APRIL :—Mr. Clow in moving for consideration of tho Trade Disputes Act Amend¬ 
ment Bill, as passed by tho Assembly, stressed tho importance of taking all reasonable 
steps to secure harmony io industry, tie mentioned that during tho last 12 months 
thero had been morn strikes iu India than in any corresponding porlod previously ex¬ 
cept in 1920-21. Wbilo he honed that tho number wus inflated by causes which 
would prove to bo temporary, no suggested that an improvement in industrial relations 
generally was most desirable. Tribunals that eouid Ihj appointed under the Trado 
Disputes Act could not bo established in early stages of the dispute and inevitably 
tended to start working when tho parties had already ranged in opposite camps and 
when an agreement was difficult to secure. Tho conciliation officers, for whoso 
10 
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appoiotmont tho Bill provided, could by acting as a friend of both tlio parties and 
mediating before antagonism had been aroused, should bo able to prevent many dis¬ 
putes from resulting in rupture of relations. 

Mr. P. N. Saprtt criticised several provisions of the Bill. In particular he did not 
agree that waterways and tramways euuld be classed ns public utility services. Unless 
the Government had adequate control over them they were essentially run for private 
profit. What was noeded was not d'tclaring any form uf strikes illegal but a reform 
of the capitalist system with a tiuge of humility towards labour. In Indio strikes 
wero brought about by capitalists ignoring the just demands of labour and very often 
repressive powers were used against labour. Sir. Sapru agreed that the weapon of 
strikes should bo used with restraint, hut tho Government, if it wished the welfare of 
the community as a whole, should afford equal protection both to the labour aud the 
capitalist. 

Ur. ffossain Imam opinod that tho success or failure of this measure would de¬ 
pend on the class of conciliation officers appointed by tho Government. Those officers 
should bo able to command the confidence of labour, lie thought that the Bill os it 
stood was not much of improvement on tho original Aot, 

Mr. Knlikkar supported the Bill. He said that ho was interested neither in labour 
nor capitalism and he had seen Ruveral strikes in Nagpur many of which wero not In 
tho interest of lubonr aud could have been avoided. Attor seeing a number of labour 
legislations during tho last few years he concluded that the Government wero giving 
more importance to tho griuvanues of labour than the capitalist. Iiu hoped that this 
Bill when passed would go n long way in promoting industrial peace in tlm country. 

Sir David Duvadots and Ur. Rum-Jus Panlulu supported the Bill, Mr. Fautulu 
said that the Congress was as much solicitous of tho interests of labour as auy one 
in the country. (Sir A. P. Palm : Merely in words). As a co-oporntor, Mr, 1‘untuju 
bulioved in harmony between capital and hitiour and ho Imd complete conlidonee in 
responsible provincial Governments to effectively solve labour problems in the near 
future. In conclusion, Mr, Fautulu suggested that labour leaders should oigaaise a 
labour party on tho linos of the British laihottr parry. 

After Mr. Ciow had replied the Douse adopted the motion for consideration. 

Mr. Parker thereafter moved a lengthy amendment that in clause 10 relating to 
conciliation officers as proposed in section 18-A tho following sub-section bo added : 
'if any person supplying information or producing douumout to tho conciliation officer 
requests that the information or tlio document or any part thereof shall he treated as 
confidential tho conciliation officer shall tmt disclose such information or tho contents 
of such document or any part thereof except to (a) an authority which had appointed 
him to bo tho conciliation officer, or lb) to tlio parlies concerned lu disputo for tha 
purpose of mediating therein or for promoting a soltlemcnt thereof. 

‘If the conciliation officer contravenes the provisions of the above sub-acction ho 
shall bo punishable with finu which may extend to its. 100.' 

'No criminal contt shall talto cognixancu of an offence under this section except 
with the previous sanction of tho authority appointing thu conciliation officer and no 
civil court shall, without a like sanction, entertain any suit against tins conciliation 
officer with respect to tlio disclosure of uny information or the coutunls of any docu¬ 
ment or a part thoreof of tho nature referred to above’, 

Tbe amendment was adopted, Tho Bill as amended thereafter was passed. 
r Tho House also passed another Bill moved by Mr, fVitihtms to amend tho Hindu 
Women’s right to Property Act of 11)37 as passed by tho Legislative Assembly. 

lhe Council then adjourned till the 7th, April, 

Omens, Dinas cashed 

7th, APRIL:—Tho Council of Htato passed today throo official Bills, namely, 
tho Bill to provide for temporary continuance of tlio existing protection conferred 
on thu sugar industry in British India, tho Bill to amend tho law relating to salt 
as at present in forco in Sind, and the Bill to amend tho Indian Coifoo Cess Act 
ol U)3h, as passed by tho Assembly. 

CittLU Maiibiaoe Restraixt Biu, 

8 th, APRIL:—Tlio Council of Htato adjourned tine die today after having 
passed the Harda Act Amendment Bill and two official Bills—tlio Bill to continue 
the protective duty imposed on broken riot) for another year and tho Bill to amend 
the Delhi Joint Water Board Act of Ii)2fi. 
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Mr, Ramdas Pantulu moved that tho Bil! to amend the Sarda Act, as passed 
by tho Assomtdy, bo taken into consideration and passed, Ha explained in detail 
tho improvements nought to bo introduced in tho Act with a view to making it 
moro effective and said that this roeasuro was of national importance. So long as 
tho evil of child marriage existed, India could not achieve full-fledged 
nationalism. 

Eight oilier membnrs who participated in the discussion spokn in favour of 
tho measure. Haji Syci Mohantcd Husain, claiming to sneak on behalf of Muslims, 
said that while tho Muslim members wore not opposing the passage of the Bill, they 
would not participate in tho discussion. And that was consistent with their altitude 
towards tho original Sarda Act, 

Mr. Hossaitt Imam said that social reforms should not he enforced hy 
tho rule of the rod. Sir Jay dish Prasad on behalf of Government supported tho Bill. 

After Mr, Pantulu bad replied to the dehate, tho Bill was passed. The President 
thereafter adjourned the Council Sine die. 


September Seaaion—Simla—6th* to 22nd> September 1938 

Legislative Costhol or Detente Pouct 

The Council of State commenced its September Session at Simla on tho 
6lh. September, !938. After interpellations Mr. F. N. Sapru moved a 
resolution recommending to the Governor-General to associate moro closely 
tho legislating;) with tho formulation and direction of tho defence policy 
by tho appointment of a standing committee of the legislature to advise 
on the defence policy or by such other practicable measures consistent with 
tho present constitutional position as may bo recommended by tho committee pro- 
pond era! sag ly nou-ofiieial in diameter, appointed for this purpose. Mr. Sapru said 
that tho limiso should have been justified in asking for control of tho defence, 
military strategy and military discipline. But he knew that the British public 
would cot concede all that. Ho therefore only asked for increased influence in 
army matters. Ho proposed that the committee could advise the Governor-General 
on tho defence expenditure, recruitment of Indians and lndianisatioo. He added, 
‘If you want to have more wholehearted co-operation between India and England 
then you must change tho psychology of tho Indian people in regard to the army'. 

Mr, V. V, Kalikkar expressed tho view that tho resolution was a very modest 
cno and hence tho Government should havo no objeotiou to tho resolution. 

Mr. A. dee. Williams, on behalf of tho Government, expressed his appreciation 
of the extremely moderate character of tho observations made by tho mover of 
the resolution and those who had supported it. It was therefore with great regret 
the Government could not see their way to aecept the resolution. Firstly, the 
Government could not aecept tho position that tho executive should consult the 
projiosed committee on all matters concerning the defence policy. Secondly, the 
oil entire of the Government which was responsible for the defence could not bind 
itself in advance to accept outside advice. Moreover, the position under federation 
would bo very different. Defeuoo would not bo the concern of tho ministry. If the 
Governor-General in his discretion desired to ascertain popular opinion surely that 
authority would be his own Uiuisiers who would bo tho hrst to resent bis soliciting 
the opinion of a body which comprised of members from the opposition. 

Mr. Sapru, in the course of his reply to tho debate, said he believed that the 
Government’s real objection to tho resolution was that it would strengthen tho 
hands of the Indian Ministers in Federation. Tho resolution was put to vote and 
negatived. 

The house also rejected another resolution by Mr. Kumar Shankar Ray Choudhury 
suggesting that rules for recruitment to public services should be so altered as to 
give preference to those who had rendered voluntary service for a specified period. 

Mr. G. S. Motilal introduced a Bill declaring illegal polygamous marriages 
among Hindus. The House then adjourned tilt the 8th. 
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Asti-Recruitsiew Dili 

8tb. SEPTEMBER Tho visitors' gallery was crowded today when Mr. A. (!<’ C. 
Williams, additional defonoo searotary, moved for consideration of tho Arsti- 
Recruitmont Bill as passed by tho Assembly. Ho said that during the past 18 months 
tho nttoutioD of tho Government had been drawn to a considerable number of 
speeches in tho Punjab dissuading persons from joining tho defence forces or in tho 
alternative inciting would-bu recruits to commit nuts of mutiny and insubordination 
after joining. It was rovoaled that 115 different persons made anti-recruiting 
speeches at 71 pnblio meetings daring tho period of nine months. Biueo then during 
a further period of eight mouths 130 similar cases were reported. In other provin¬ 
ces also similar acts were reported though in a smaller number. Tho Government 
considered tho position grave as it could not tolerate destruction of discipline in 
tho army. Ho assured tho House that it was not tho Intention of tlw Government 
to till pacifist propaganda nor apply tho provisions of (ho lliil in tho provinces 
whora tho local Governments did not wish to onferoo it. 

Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, -leader of tho Congress party, laid his opposition to tho 
Rill only on its merits. If tho army wore used for internal security nnd protection 
of India's frootiors no patriotic Indian would dissuade Indians from joining it. His 
suspicion was that tho Bill was necessary because the political and dofoneo interests 
of England wore in danger. 

Sir Phirme Selhna said that in order to strike terror tho Government might 
perhaps prosecute somo moo (or dissuading people from joining tho army but before 
long tho Government would havo to stay their hand. If they did not thou there 
would bo such a stir and agitation that tho Government would repeal this legislation. 
Ho suspected that tho speeches dissuading the people from joining tho army which 
tho Army Secretary mentioned wore made by irresponsible people. Aftor mtostion- 
ing tho propriety of bringing this legislation nt present ho suggested that lor anti- 
rocruiimont propaganda tho Government only would ho blamed. For during tho 
last 24 years—since tho commonoomout of tho Great War— much was promised to 
India but nothing was given. ‘Can you blamo tho Indian penplu if in tho intoresls of 
thoir peopfo thoy ask thuir people not to go to war in which India la not interested 7 

Mr, P, A?. Sapru, opposing tho Bill, accused fho British Government of doing 
little for encouraging in India a proiwro moritality towards dofoneo. The rigiit 
solution, ho said, for stopping tho irresponsible talk was to make tho people fool tho 
responsibility for defence by giving them Dominion Hiatus. Mr, Hapru also criticism! 
tlw Governmoat for showing discrimination in recruiting Indians iu tho officer grade 
of tho army and in tho roe rail merit as between ouo province and another. Ho 
asked how Self-Oovornmont could be safe in tho future whon tho country was 
dominated by one province. 

Natcabzaiia Kurshcd Ati Khan , propaganda secretary of tho Unionist party in 
tho Punjab, informed tho Houro that m tho Punjab anti-recruitment propaganda 
was being carried on for more than a year now, particularly in thu.se districts of 
thu Punjab which supplied most recruits. Poopio from outside tho Punjab had 
been joining hands with “the mischievous sot’ in (ho Punjab iu misleading tho 
people. As regards tho provisions in tiro Dili tho Nmvab/.iida said tho Punjab has 
unitedly KupjmrP'd it At tho recent Zaraiudnrs’ conference which was attended by 
tho Premier and over a lakh of Punjabis tho Dill was weloomod. 

‘I am one of those who advise every young man to undergo military training 
and am in favour of the formation of n national militia. Hut l am for training of 
tho right typo and for national purpose. 1 declared Lnht Rum Karan iJas, leader of 
the apposition, opposing too Hill, lfo said it was amazing that whou tho provinces 
enjoyed autonomy tho central Govornmunl was acting iu a reactionary manner by 
bringing forward such legislations as was under consideration, llis view was that 
it was ail duo to tho peculiar politics in tho othur hnuso on acootint of tho Muslim 
League being at loggerhead with tho Congress. Tho onuctmunt of tho Bill only 
revealed tho incoming onoy of tho Central Oovernmcut and the fading popularity of 
tho Unionist party, 

Replying to tho debate Mr. Williams told I.ala Ramsaran Das that from tho 
enactment of this BUI uo deduction could ho derivod as to thu popularity or other¬ 
wise of tho Unionist party. As regards tho question put by Hir Phirozo Bothna why 
Great Britain had not passed such u Bill iu spiio of anti-recruitmcnt Hpooehos in 
England, Mr. Williams said tho explanation was given by another speaker who had 
said that tho eommonsooso of tha British nation was such that thoy paid vory lilt!* 
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attention to mieh speeches. They had another explanation, namely, the senso of 
honour of tbo British people. 

Tho motion for consideration wan passed by 2fl votes to 8, 

Tho /-VeairfcMf taking tho sense of tho House decided to continue with tho 
remaining stages of tho Bill, lio disallowed two non-official amendments proposed 
to bo made to tho Bill on tho ground that previous permission of the Governor- 
general had not boon obtained for tho amendments, Tho sceoud reading was therefore 
quickly disposed of. 

On the third reading only Mr, Paniulu spoke briefly opposing tho entire Bill. 
The Bill was then passed in tuo form in which it emerged from tbo Lower Uouso. 
The Iiouso thon adjourned. 


Statement os Buiwa Riots 

9th SEPTEMBER r—An important statement on tho position of rioting in Burma 
and tiie steps which the Government of India were contemplating to take to safe¬ 
guard Indian interests was made by Sir Jagadish Prasad replying to Sir I’htroze 
Seth mi's short notice Question. 

Sir Jagadish I’rasad said : As tho hon, members arc probably awaro already tbo 
rioting in Burma falls chronologically in two parts, namely from duly 26 till Aug. 2 
approximately and tbo recent revival. As regards the first stage the hon. members 
must already bo familiar with tho course of oveuts and I neod not go into that, 
Tho oveuts of tho second stage to tho extent of our information may conveniently 
be grouped as fa) ovontB in Kaugoon and (b) ovonts in districts. 

fa) In Rangoon : Fresh disturbances broke out on tbo afternoon of Sop!, 2 follow¬ 
ing tho assault by Ilurmnns on three Indians in a suburb of Rangoon. Thoro was 
rioting in tho centre of tho town by Indians who stoned buses and assaulted liurroans. 
Apart from a few isolated assaults tho night was quiet. Sent. 3 passed without any 
disturbance. But on tho aftornoon of September 4 trouble broke out in Rangoon 
and there wore a number of cases of assault both by Buroans and Indians but little 
looting was reported. On Sept. 0 it was stated that conditions bad considerably 
improved. Tho night of fchtpt. 5 was quiet but on tho morning of tbo Oth otio 
Burmuu hermit was assaulted by Iudians and two Indians wore attacked by l’ongyis. 

Tho reports received on tho 7th indicate that conditions were quiet on tho night 
of iho Oth and the morning of tho 7th. Since rioting restarted the police opened 
fire on ono occasion, captured a number of dahs and other weapons, 

fb) In (lie districts : On Ang. 29 sporadic cases of incendiarism, looting aud 
assault were reported from Mandalay aud Indians closed their shops for throe 
days. Tho local police force was reiuforcod on tho meruing of Aug. 29. On Aug. 31 
the commissioner convened n conference as a result ol which all shops wore 
reopened on (Sept. I. 

According to tho latest information from tho Government of Burma tho distur¬ 
bance in Mandalay is now under control and conditions have returned to normal 
except for two isolated assaults on Indians reported on Sept. 4. Tho other districts 
where tension 6til! exists are Honzada and Shwebo but in these too the situation is 
reported to bo much easier. Tho accurate figures of casualties among Barmans and 
Non-Burmaus for tho whole country during tho earlier part of tho rioting are not 
available owiug to the wido area affected. Tho Government of India requested tho 
Government of Burma to furnish particulars of these as soon as possible. Tho 
total number of casualties from Sept, 2 until the morning of 6th was 19 killed aud 
103 wounded. As regards the refugees tho Government of Burma informed us on 
Aug. 19 that tho total estimated by tho ludian community was 4,(X)0 from Rangoon 
aud suburbs aud 2,000 from districts. It was stated at tho time that 300 had neon 
sent back to their homes iu India, GCG more wore to be scut back during tho 
following week. Tho exact figures aud numbers that have so far returned to India 
are not available, ft has been suggested to tho Government of India that owing to 
the revival of rioting the situation as regards refugees mnst hnvo considerably 
worsened. Tho Government of Burma has boon asked by telegraph to let ns know 
the present position. Tho question of what assistance tho Government of India can 
render iu dealing with this problem is uuder active consideration. I would now 
state briefly the action which tho Government of India have already takeu or con¬ 
template. On the immediate need for restoration of peace, strong representations 
have been made that firm aud effectivo action should bo taken to this end ;.(!>) the 
Government of Burma proposed originally to appoint a tribuual to enquire into tho 
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origin of tho affray. The Government of India are pressing that the scope of the 
enquiry should be widoncd to cover the whole couise of Hits riots nttd the question 
of adequacy or otherwise of the step* taken to cope with them. They also 
recommended that (lie inquiry should he entrusted to a strong and impartial 
tribunal so as to inspire confidence, (c) The Government have now taken up the 
question of payment of compensation to Indians for the loss of life and property 
caused by Ihe riots and tho establishment of an independent agency for the purpose 
of assessing tho claims, (ill In view of tho revival of rioting (hey are taking steps 
to send immediately to Hurma their ngont to keep them in touch with developments. 
Tho Government of India share with the him. membcra and tho people of tho 
country tho senso of horror these riots have moused and the sympathy which 
every ouo must feet with sufferers. They are doing and will couliuu'o to do their 
best to safeguard tbu legitimate interests of their nationals abroad, 

LvcnEA.SE or Pat in Bat mu Ausir 

Tho Council today succumbed to tlio sedative effect of tho businesslike and 
unexciting debates on all throe tum-oflkial resolutions whiob woro oveutualiy 
withdrawn, 

Tho first of tho threo resolutions, which was moved by Hr. P. N. Snpru, recom¬ 
mended that tho scheme for increasing tho pay mid olhor conditions of service in 
tiio British army in India should not bo given effect to. Mr. Sapni said that at a 
time when social services in tho provinces woro being started and there was desire 
by provinces to relievo from tho control revenues India oould not b.-ar any 
inert-use in the military expenditure. Ho apprehended that iho increase in emolu¬ 
ments would not remain restricted to tho British army alono but would ovontunliy 
Ihj extended to tho Indian seutioo of tho array also, llo foresaw mnoh more increase 
in Hie military expenditure than had been announced. It was the Govoniraout of 
1 in tin's duty in tho eireuinstanees not tn agree to payments boing mndo by them. 

Mr. BVffiVjms, additional Defence Secrolnry, explained the whole caso and said 

the Government of India had already sent an export deputation to pltioo their views 
before his Majesty's Government. Tho Government of India hoped thereby to 
obtain ‘n new deal' as a set-off against tho cost to India of improved conditions of 
services in tho British army which had been estimated to by about Its. 1 and a 
half ororoK yearly. Ho advised tha movor to withdraw tho resolution as any dis¬ 
cussion on the subject at this stage was premature. Tho resolution was withdrawn. 

REPRESENTATION ON WEST INDIES C'JSiSlIRhlON UltOED 
Sir Fhirez* S< Ihnn next moved a resolution recommending to thn Govornor-Genoral 
in Council to ask tho Boundary of State for (.’ninnies and tho Hi His!: Government, 

(a) to include a nominee of tho Government of India in the personnel of the 

Royal Commission on West Indies which tho Secretary of Statu for Colonies had 

recently announced and 

fb) to consult the Government of India in framing tho terms of reference of 
that commission for tho reason that largo Indian in teres Is are involved. 

lie depicted a very poor picture of Indian residouts of West Indies and said 
though the estimates showed that people woio thriving on Indian labour yet little 
attempt was being made to improve their oooBomic, social and educational condition. 

Sir Jetqndish Praiad, member in charge of Indians Overseas portfolio, declared 
that Government of India had fully realised thorr responsibility in regard to thy 
welfaio of their nationals abroad. The Government also felt that it was extremely 
important that Indians' caso should ho properly put before tho Commission by a 
representative of Ihe Government of India. The Government was in active corres¬ 
pondence with the authorities in England in regard to Hifn matter and hoped a 
decision would soon bo reached. Ho assured the mover that tho terms of reference 
of thy Commission which were announced in Juno wore fairly wide. 

In withdrawing the resolution 8ir Pkirmc Scthna expressed tho hope that if an 
Indian were to be appointed on tho Commission only such man should be sent who 
would command the confidence of the people of India. 

Sir Jaijtidiih Prasad gave the assurance and tho resolution thereupon was 
withdrawn. 

The third resolution moved by Kumar Shankar Kay Chaudhury recommending 
that steps should be taken for construction of a railway lino between Issurdi railway 
station on the E. B, Railway and Sodhuganj or some place near it on the Brabtn- 
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ptitra via Pabna city' was similarly withdrawn when Sir Guthrie Russo), Chief 
Commissioner of Railways, explained that the proposed project would Dot give a 
reasonable return on the oapital spent. 

Hindu Wosies's Rioht to Property 

Mr. O. S. Motitul introduced a Bill amending the Hindu Women’s Right to 
Property Aot of IU37. 

The Bill proposes that the property which a Hindu woman gets witli tho present 
law should bo her present absolute properly like that of the male heir instead of a 
limited interest which tho law gives her now. Tho house agreed to its introduction. 

//«/» S]/eiI Muhammad Hussain (United Provinces) introduced n Bill amending 
certain previsions in tho Indian Pooal Code. Two Bills, oamolv, Mr. Susil Kumar 
Roy Choadhnry’s Bill for restraining polygamy in British India and 61 r. (I. S. 
Mutilal’s Bill declaring illegal polygamous marriages were circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. The House adjourned till Sept. 13. 

Recruitment in Defence Force 

13th, SEPTEMBERSir David Devadoss, member from Madras, moved the 
following resolution : 

“This Council recommends to the Governor-General to tnko early steps to enlist 
suitablo men from the presidency of Madras for (1) Infantry, (2t cavalry and (3) 
artillery iu tho Indian army and also (4) tho Indiaa air forces. 

Sir David Dovodoss said that stout bodies and strong muscles did not count in 
tho modern warfare. Uutli aching courage, quickness in action, obedience to orders 
and intelligence were mostly in need now, and ho challenged anyone who could say 
that a Madrasee Sepoy lacked any of theso requirements. The Madrasee won the 
battle of Plnssey, captured Burma and helped the British iu quelling the Mutiny. 
Why should they now ho dubbed as non-martial and excluded from tho army ? 
Tho consequence of classifying people as martial and non-martial and recruiting 
them on the basis of that policy was that martial spirit in some areas had 
been killed. If this process continued India would easily fall a prey to any invader. 

51 r. V, Ramdas Pantulu moved an amendment to the effeet’that early steps 
bo taken to enlist suitable men from Madras Presidency and ‘other provinces 
and areas inadequately represented In the defence force*. 

Tho Commandcr-in-Chief opposed the amendment on the ground that three 
days clear notice bad not been given by the mover. 

The President, hen. Sir Maneckji Byramji Dadahhoy ruled the objection out 
of order remarking ‘when there bad boon special reasons’ ha always allowed 
such amendments. 

Sir A. P. Patro moved another amendment recommending the recruitment 
of ‘suitable men from alt presidencies for tho defence force' and omitting 
clauses one to four of tho resolution. 

Tho Commandcr-in-Chiif declare! that recruitment to tlio army at present 
was not being mado on a provincial -basis, but on a class basis. The 
military authorities found by experience that certain classes should be recruited 
without regard to any province. 

His Excellency ondorsed tho remarks mado by earlier speakers in praise 
of Madrasees as soldiers and added that the Madrasees were very good 
soldiers particularly when they nro fighting in suitable climate and couditions. 
The sole justification for tho present policy was that it guaranteed the best 

possible material for each branch of tho army, aud therefore, it gave the 

possible return for tho tax-payers' monev. It would not be possible at this 
juncture to substitute a good ’ regiment "by another in order to satisfy provincial 
feeling. He had every sympathy with tho desire of the Madrasees to bo more 

strongly represented in the army than at present. Ho must oppose both the 

resolution and the amendments. There was no political consideration behind 
the Government policy. It was entirely based on tbeir determination to seoure 
the best material available upto the limit of tho Government’s financial resources. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru argued if the objective of the British in India was dominion 
status or federation then it was not right to confino recruitment oniy to one or two 
provinces. It was wroDg on the part of the Government to recruit Gurkhas as 
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Mopal was not a part of India. If that policy was extended thon iho Government 
should recruit men from Afgnnistnn not China. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub opposing tho proposition said that a division of society 
into martial and non-martini classes was nude many thousands of years tra :k. 

Mr, V. V. Kalikar developi-d the point that in classifying Indians as martial and 
non-martial, tho Government had n political motive. 

A'j/.-J d/rjAiim»iarf Hussain wlnilo-lii'arli'dly supporting tlio present policy of the 
Government of recruiting on n class basis opinnil that this policy should not stand 
in the way of their accepting the resolution under discussion, because tiio resolution 
rnorety wanted recruitment from all provinees and not from all classes. 

Harilnr Hahadur Ilutn Sim/H expressed sympathy with tho rootivo of the reso¬ 
lution but expressed tho viow that tho army’ raustcoutnin men whoso mottle had 
been tested. Ho, therefore, opposed tho resolution, 

Mr, O. .9. Alntilai deplored the absonca of tho peoplo of Bengal, Bihar and 
Assam in tho Array. 

Uni llahaiinr Lola Ram Snran Das Haiti that the classification of Indians into 
martial ami non-martial was a myth. 

iS’ir Ha If l iti'isnfosir, replying to the dehate, explained that ha did not wish any 
of the present units being disbanded, tint he wanted reorientation in tho recruit¬ 
ment policy so as to enable all Indians to enter the array. 

The f'orwMniirfer-tri-Pfcir/, winding up the debate, reiterated tho Government 
policy of recruitment and emphasised that thorn was no political inotivo in that 
policy, 

Mr, Panfutu's nroondmont demanding recruitment of men from those areas that 
were lit present not adequately represented in the army, was passed, but tho amended 
resolution was pressed to a division and defeated by ax votes to 14, Tiro Muslim 
la-ague party voted for tho resolution. 

Two non-nffleiat bills were introduced, namely, M G, S. Afotilal'e bill to provide 
for submission a certain atateraont of companies incorporated in or carryim; on 
business in India and Sgnl At aha mmmi Hu smiMi'n bill to amend certain provisions 
of Iho Criminal Procedure Codo. The lattor hilt inter alia proposes to stop a trial 
with the aid of assessora on tho ground Unit tho majority of assessors t ike no 
interest in the trial and tho court usually attaches no importance to their opinion. 
The iltet.MJ adjourned till the l&lh, 

Biiita Railway Disabtkb 

ISth, SEPTEMBER r—Mr. /', H. Sapru movod a lengthy resolution to-day regarding 
tho lhbta disaster deploring the loss of life in tho disaster, oUering sympathy with 
tho lelativi's of the dead and injured, recording grave concern at tho findings of 
Sir John Thom and recommending to tho (iovernor-Uonornl in Council lo make full 
investigation into individual responsibility of ollineru and take suitable notion against 
them oud further the design, purchase of XIS engines should bo subjected to a 
thoiieigli, searching and independent inquiry and action ho taken on nil measures 
adopted for avoiding similar neeidents in future, Mr, Napru recognised that no 
iuiioiint of proe.eitteiis would eliminate nooidents ultogetipir but in this case tho 
accident was avoidable. Ho emphasised that humanity nnd justice mjuirud that 
comjretiKiition should he made on n generous scale to the victims nail their relations. 
Occluding Mr. Hapru assured the Government that tlio resolution was not moved 
with any political motive. > 

Sir. Raimias I’antulu then moved an amendment in tho shape of n substitute 
ri-Holutiori, which was iilnuisl similar lo tho ono aeccptod by tho Government in the 
Assembly. Mr. Pnntuhi hoped that Hir Guthrie liusscl would experience no difficulty 
in U'cepting his resolution which was accepted In tlio Assembly by Mr. Clow. Mr, 
Tautnin briefly elaborated the various clauses of the resolution and opined that 
experts In India could havo concluded the Inquiry regarding XIS engines quite 
satisfactorily. As regards compensation to victims and their relations, he said what 
was necessary was a jest and generotiB compensation as they must uot forget that 
tho money belonged lo poor taxpayer. 

/ini RnlintSur Lain Ratnsaran Das expressed tho viow that increased Indian 
representation on the Paoifle l/>comotivo Inquiry would huvo givoo more satisfaction 
to (list general travelling public. 

Sir Outhrie Russell, chief commissioner of railways, oxplainod that his lips 
were sealed ea many matters arising cut of Bir John Thom’s report mentioned iu 
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Mr. Sftpru’a resolution as they were at prosent aubjudice. Eo could therefore accept 
only acme portions of Mr. Sapra’s resolution. However, he had no objection in 
accepting Mr, Pantnlu’a resolution. Ila said that oil that tho Government could do, 
opart from their notion to prevent roourronco of railway disaster in future, was to 
compensate tbo relatives of tlio dead and the injure!. He ordained how five 
Governments, namuiy, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa. D. P. and the Punjab had set op 
advisory committees for assessing compensation and how sympathetically the 
Government considered their roaomraen lotions. As regards the allegation of negli¬ 
gence on the part of the administration Sir Guthrie said : “fho whole lot of officers is 
involved and wo cannot pass judgment till all the officers responsible had a chance 
of etnting their cases.’ He assured the members of the House that the composition 
of the PaoiOo Locomotive Committee could not have been bolter. The Government 
could not have Beloated ns membars of this committee from among officers of railways 
who were held responsible for this diststor. 

Mr. Sapru accepted tho Congress amendment but urge! that the enquiry into 
the conduct of individuals oanneoled with the Bihta disaster should be impartial 
and justico should be dona to everyone irrespective of his status and offi le. 

Sir Guthrie Russell assured tho House that the export committee's report on the 
Pacific types of engino 1 ? would bo laid before tho House. If possible, tho House 
would be given an opportunity to discuss it. Ha, however, could not bind tho 
Government to any undertaking that no notion on tho report would be takon unless 
the Council had expressed its views on it. The Congress resolution was thereupon 
passe I. 

Two Bints Introduced 

The Council allowed Mr. <?. S. Motilal and Mr. Sim if Kumar Roy Chaudhury 
to introduce their Bills, namely tho Bill to provide for Charitable and othor Dispo¬ 
sitions of Property and tho Bill to amend tho Code of Civil Procedure for certain 
purposes vSca, 104) respectively. Tho Houso then adjourned till Sept. 30. 

EititiiuTtoN Bjll Parsed 

20th. SEPTEMBER Tho Council passed the Emigration Bill in (he form as 
passed by the Assembly. Moving tho motion for its consideration, Sir Jagdish Prasad 
said that the Emigration Act of 1922 enabled the Government to control assisted 
emigration of unskilled labour, but it gave Government no power to control emigration 
of unassisted, unskilled labour. Experience had shown that lack of power tended to defeat 
the object with which tho Emigration Act of 1922 was passed. The lack of powor 
to rogulato the total flow of emigration of unskilled labour was likely to operate to 
tho detriment of Indian communities overseas. Sir Jsgdisli Prasad concluded that 
sinco almost alt labourers emit rating to countries overseas belonged to Madras, the 
Government of India consulted and obtained the concurrence of the Madras Govern¬ 
ment before bringing forward this legislation. 

After Mr. V. V. Kalikar, Sved Padshah Sahib Bahadur and Syed Hossfiin Imam 
had lent support to the bill. Sir Jagdish Prasad assured tho house that Government 
had no intention of using the provisions of tho bill arbitrarily or in tho interests of 
any particular class. Bo reiterated the Government policy of ‘constantly endeavour¬ 
ing to watch the wclfaro and prosperity of ludians abroad. 

The motion for consideration was passed unanimously. There being no amend¬ 
ments the second reading was rapidly gono through and tho third reading was 
given without speech. The House then adjourned tilt the 22nd. 

22nd. SEPTEMBERThe Council of State adjourned sins die today after a 
session lasting for 42 minutes. It passed fivo Bills ns passed by tho Legislative 
Assembly, namely, (he Bill relating to (he prevention of cruelty to animals and the 
regulation of admission of children to certain industrial employments, the Bill to 
declare that certain defences shall not bo raised in suit for damages in British ludia 
in respect cf injuries sustained by workmen, the Indian Aiicraft Amendment Act 
and tho Indian Tea Cess Amendment Act. 

The Council was then adjourned jine die. 
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The Indian Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session—Simla—8th. August to 20th. September 1938 

SltrEtUIfTESDEST or Issciunce 

The autumn 'ossiod of tho Indian Legislative Assembly commenced at Sarnia on tho 
8 lh. August 1938. After interpellations, the President admitted Mr. A. Chottiar's 
adjournment motion on tho appointment of a non-Indian ns superintendent of 
insurance. 

Mr, Avinashitingam Chettitir, moving, said that an importnnt point tn ho con¬ 
sidered was whether (hero wero aval table snitablo Indians qualified according to 
tho provisions of tho Act. Ho referred to (ho dobato on tho Act and slid that 
Sir N, N. Sircar, id opposing tho nnu'iidment of tiro European group demanding 
that the superintendent should ho a fully qualified actuary, poiuted out that tho 
term ‘fully qualified' had been defined ns meaning an actuary, with 15 years* 
experience and if that amendment was accepted tt would shut out nil Indians. 
Therefore it was admittedly unnecessary that a cnndidnto for the post should have 
15 years’ experience. It might tie necessary in England whom actuaries wore ns 
a rule not men with tiro highest academic qualifications whereas in India tho 
highost aoademio qualifications worn possessed by actuaries, fluvorumont admitted 
that last year and Sir Muhammad Zafnillah admitted it to-day that there worn five 
qualified actuaries. Why thou did they consider tho claims of only ono of them 
raid not of the rest ? 

Sir Muhammad Zufrutlah , Commerce Member, referred to tho definition in tho 
Act and the debate on it during Vo last Simla session. Ho contested tlw claim 
that if thoro wore available qualified actuaries as doflmsd in the Aot then the 
question of experience did not ariso. For the sucoess of tins Act, as tho Congress 
speakers declared in tho course of tin) debate ou the Hit), depended on tho qualities 
of tho first superintendent. It was not enough that the tequiremonts regarding 
minimum qualifications wero satisfied. Sir Muhammad referred to tho exporioneo 
of the six Indiana nvuilnble and srtd that five of thorn, who acquired tliuir qualifica¬ 
tions just boforo tho Act, had had no previous experience) and wero vory young 
in age. As for the sixth, Government found that, oven assuming 
that he bad tho kind of oxporionco necessary for tho post, his salary and 
position were such that Government would have had to pay him an exceedingly 
high salary to got him. Sir Muhammad proceeded to explain tho Qualification of 
Mr. Thomas and stud that his experience war longer than that of the Indian and 
he find been engaged in exaotly tho kind of work ho would have to do in India. 
Out of tho two ratio, tho man hotter qualified for tho work was selected and inciden¬ 
tally tho mao who was available) on a lower salary. 

Mr. hhulubhui Denai , leader of tho Cong tons patty, said that tho issue was not 
one as between ono Englishman and ono Indian. It was tho claim of a national 
to the services of Ins countiy and ho was glad to see that they wero now forgetting 
tbs belief imposed on Indians that a foreigner, particularly a Britishor, was lietter 
than an equally qualified Indian. In this particular instance, when thy Insurance 
Bill was being discussed, Mr. Aikmau of tho European group moved ao amendment 
to the effect that ‘a fully qualified actuary’ bo appointed to tho post, 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Congress party) moved another amendment demanding that *a 
qualified actuary’ should bo appointed. Sir N. N. Sircar accepting Mr. Sri "Prnktm's 
amendment admitted that if Mr, Aikman’a amendment was accepted then all tho Indian 
aciuaries would bo excluded from tho appointment. 

Sir A. H. Ohuznivi, member of the newly formed Muslim League party, 
explained that ho was at oue with the Congress that wherever n qualified Indian was 
available it was lha duty of Government to appoint an Indian. But tho question 
now was whether or not Government had dvlibeiatuly appointed a nou-fndian 
actuary when they found a qualified Indian available, Ho deelnrod that ihn only 
available Indian was earning much touro than Government could givo him. 

Mr. M. S. Anry, hader of tho Congress Nationalist party, said that tho Govern¬ 
ment of India was not acting in tho spirit of tho Act in making tho appointment. 
A foreigner, he sard, woutd not bo able to interpret tho Act in a national spirit 
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wherein the Aot was passed, Ho was surprised that even after one hundred year’s 
rulo the Government had not understood the sentiments of Indians. 

The adjournment motion was defeated by 56 votes against 5>, Sir Yamia Ehan 
who appeared to be undecided for s considerable time finally voted ia the ‘noos* 
lobby. His vote made a difference in the result. 

Addiiio.sal Defence ExrEsnmmB 

9lh AUGUST Grnvo warnings wero uttered by leaders of all parties to-day 
over the failure of Uio Government of India to resist the imposition of an additional 
eipcudituio in respect of the British Army in India under Mr. Hore-Belisha'u 
scheme. The adjournment motion, which was the subject of tho debate during 
which these warnings were convoyed to tho British Government, was carried by a 
huge majority of 71 votes against 33 votes. 

1'ho European group, under the leadership of Mr, Aifcol-itl, declared in course of 
the speech that they would not support the motion because it only dealt with one 
part of the efforts for !ho new deal in regard to tho military expenditure. But 
after Mr. Satyauiurti's threat to the European group that Lidia of the future would 
not forgot or forgive tho attitude of tho European group on the present occasion an 
emergent decision was reached, whereby Mr. Aikinan and bis friends remained 
noutial. 

Tho facts that emorged from thn debate wero that one-third of the British A>my 
ie in India and tho increase in emoluments and improvement in tho condition of the 
service of soldiers would amount immediately to [Is. 2 nrores, While the Defence 
trocretary olaimod Hint negotiations had not concluded, he had to toll Mr. Satyamurti 
that the new rates of pay hud come into force with effect from Aug. 1 theieby 
making uo further negotiations possibto. 

The debate was raised to a high pitch by Mr, Bhulabhai Demi, when he intimated 
tho opposition of tho Congress party and of India not only to tho increase in 
military expenditure, but a’so to tho existence of tho British element in the Army, 
which must be removed, Tltoro was a common grouud among all parties that both 
the Commander-in-Chief aud tho Finance Member had fought against any additional 
burden on Lidia’s military expenditure, 

Mr. Satyamurti poiuled out why three Indian members did not resign over this 
issue which was of national importance. Addressing the three members ho asked, "Have 
you no self-respect when such a fragrant injustice is being perpetrated in India 
not for tho Drat time V Tho significance of the query was felt as the three members 
sat rather seriously minded. Mr, Ogilvic, Defence Secretary, spoke justifying Mr, 
Satyamurti’s rornaik that the Government of India had b’ee.i badly beaten by the 
British War Office. 

Coastal Traffic Control Bill 

Earlier in tho day two non-official bills wero referred fo select committees. Sir 
Abdul Ilatnn Ghuznaii described the Government of India as Satanic for its 
altitude in respect of his bill for the reservation of coastal traffic, and SarJar Sant 
Siiyh made out a strong case for the amendment of See. 16? of criminal prooedura 
code so as to give the aeoused poisons an opportunity to be heard before the 
magistrates passed orders of remand. 

Affairs of Broadcasting Dept, 

11th AUGUST :—Noo-official resolutions were oo tbo agenda to-day. The first 
was Santar Mar.gal Singh's recommending the appointment of a committee with 
a tion-c flieial majority to enquire into the working of tho Boardcasting department. 
Tho resolution was moved on the last non-official day of tho Delhi session. 

Tho supporters of tho resolution made it clear that tho resolution was not 
oftessarily meant as a censure, but urged an enquiry which would servo to reassure 
public opinion that tho new depai tment, which admittedly was not perfect, was 
proceeding aloDg right linos of development. 

Members, opposing tho resolution, stressed tho futility of a committee of the typo 
proposed to solve any problem connected with broadcasting in India. They thought 
that patts of mover s speech during tho last session weio actuated by communal 
considerations. 

Mr. Clow. Communications Member, replied to tbo points so far raised. He said 
that if they thought that a committee would bo able to establish tho radio manufac¬ 
turing industry ia the country ho would havo favoured its appointment. But the 
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manufacture could not bo established in tha country for tiro reason that there was 
no mli(junto market and a market ooutd not bo created by a duty bnwever high, 
Mr. (jiuw vigorously refuted charges of favouritism and nepotism in appointment* to 
the department and declared that thoro was no truth in the statement that ono 
a largo number of posts, Nor was there any 
rat the department resorted to ‘hiring and firing 
B two per diem as had boon suggested there had only been two 
dismissals during the last three years. 

Ho proceeded to refer to the difficulty of satisfying the multiplicity of tastes in 
India. He invited the member* to aet themselves to the exercise of preparing a 
single days'* programme for broadcasting and they would then realise thu difficulty. 
He claimed that the daily piogtrwnmo offered was a remarkably varied one and the 
listener who was not pleased by it was hard to please. A comparison with the 
It. It. ho suggested, was unfair beeiiiiso tho country served by it was 1-lrilt ihe 
size of India and spent fifteen tiroes of what India did in recurring expenditure and 
lind spent twelve times of what had been spent on equipment. Aftor describing the 
rapid expansion of tho department, Mr. Clow said that it had heed achieved at a 
very smntl expenditure nnd explained that flic whole capital expenditure as well a* 
the recurring expenditure hud net exceeded the total income derived from tho 
customs mid the listeners. Onoo nguiir bo stressed the imipportiirionrow of nn 
exploratory peripatetic committee burrowing into details of each appointment and 
digging up the foundations now when a throe-storey high structure had been limit, 
Tho radio was a instrument of immense good to India. It had uwakortcrl the people 
not only here but abroad to the cultural richness of India and to it# fundamental 
unity. He had also been struck by the enthusiasm and absenet* of communal feeling 
with which the men hud been cooperating in thu work withiu thu dupaitmeut and he 
appealed for recognition and encouragement from tim public, 

Tho resolution was put to voto and rejected without division. 

limit Railwxt Dtstsnsn 

12th, AUGUST:—Tho Assembly to-day adopted tho following resolution on 
Justice Sir J, U. Thom's report iu connection with the Hilda railway disastor :— 

"This Assembly having considered tho report of Sir John Thom on tho causes of 
tho railway accident at Hilda. 

"Firstly, deplores tho loss of life involved and offers ito sympathy to tho relative* 
ot tho deceased and to thu injured ; 

“Secondly, recommends that action bo taken by the Government to give effect to 
tho reeommundatiooH contained in tho report that design, purchase and continued 
purchase of thn X. U, engines shall bo the subject of u thorough, searching and 
independent enquiry ; 

“Thirdly, recommends that full investigation bo mado into thu individual respon¬ 
sibility of the officers for tho accident ; 

"Fourthly, recommends to tho Government to taka action and to adopt all moa- 
nurcs for avoiding similar accidents in future, 

“This Assembly further recommends thu the report on tho enquiries and tho 
action that may te taken in consequence thereof be placed before thu Assembly for 
consideration at an earJy date,” > 

Tho original resolution was moved by Mr, A. G. Clow which wa* amended by 
Sir A. 11. CAornort as above. 

Sir John Thom’s report on the Itihta disaster produced an excellent debate. Mr. 
Clnui, on behalf of thu Government, opened cautiously, avoiding all controversial 
points, but it was significant 1 hat the first expression of tribute to Sir John Thom’s 
impartiality eamo from tho Opposition, Mr. Clow considered tho new cnmmineu 
extraordinarily, well qualified for tim tusk and that its terms of reference went farther 
than Sir Thom's suggestions. The latter had recommended a thorough, searching and 
independent enquiry and this new Committeu would institute one. Mr. Clow hinted 
that XB engine* did not deserve unqualified condemnation, for tho M. & B. M. 
ffailway had found Ihem most satisfactory. Mr, K. is'unfonaro was vigorous 
in bis criticism of tho ftaiiway !h>ard’fi reckless extravagance in purchasing 
07 XB engines between 1926 and 19110 wi.liout proper trial and ho asked tire 
House not to overtook Sir John Thom's finding that tho accident was directly 
attributable to negligence. 
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Sir A. ff. Qhuziiavi, who moved a second amendment, practically on tho 
*amo lines as Mr, SBntnnnra’s except (hat il omitted any reference to tho 
culpability of certain individual officers, regarded tho Railway Board as primarily 
responsible. Neilber the G. I. P. nor tho E, I. K. had wanted XB engines 
but had theso ihruei on them despite their protests. 

Mr, Sri Frakasa complained that tho Government of India had refused to 
accept Sir John Thom's findings, which in tho casts of any ordinary person 
would have been regarded ns contempt of court, 

Mr. Griffiths, on behalf of tho European Group, roundly charged tho E. I, R. 
with press ncghgonco throughout, ignoring authoritative warnings and sacrificing 
safety for speed, Mr. B. Das, as engineer, threw out several suggestions. Ho 
thought that an American expert would bavo been more useful "on the Com¬ 
mittee, and for tho Standardisation Office of tho Railway Board, he had no 
use. Safety inspectors, ho thought, should be made independent of the Railway 
Board and placed under tbs Commerce Department. The House there adjourned 
till the 15lh. 


Anti-Recruitment Biel 

15th. AUGUST A stormy and prolonged debate commenced to-day on the 
Defence Secretary's bill to penalise speeches intended to prevent recruitmeut 

to the army or to incite mutiny. 

The determination of tho Opposition to fight the Bill at every stage was 

Indicated by nearly 40 amendments already tabled with objects including rejection 
of it altogether, circulation up to various dates in 1939 and reference to a 
select committee. 

Sir Ahdur Rahim, after hearing the Opposition members, ruled the motion 

out of order, as it went oonlrary to tho practice of the Honse and would 

bo inconsistent with the Standing Orders inasmuch ns the motion of Mr. Satya- 

mnrthi whs not professedly dilatory but was tantamount to the rejection of the Bill. 

Next Mr, Rafyamurth', Mr. Ayyengar, Sardar Sant Singh and Diwan 

Lalchand Navslrai moved for circulation of the Bill for different periods ranging 

from October 30, 193?, till September 30, 1939. 

They took a very serious view of (be measuro and Sir. Satyamurthi 

adopting the procedure of the House of Commons attempted by a dilatory 

motion to kill the Bill outright by moving that the consideration of the Bill 
he postponed for nine months. The support given by Mr. Dcsai and 

Mr. Aney to this courteous method of dismissing tho Bill was’ not shared in by 

Mr. Jinnah and finally the President ruled it ont as contrary to standing order. 

Mr. Satyamurthi adopted the next best procedure of moving for circulation of 
ihe Bill till the last day of the life of the present Assembly. His speech was 

beard with attention throughout Ihe one hour that ho was on his legs. Explain¬ 

ing the Co ogress party's point of view he quoted the declarations of Mr. Mackenzie 
King, Prime Minister of Canada, and General flerlzog, South African Premier, 

who had each reserved to their countries the right to join or not in any war in 
which Great Britain might be involved. He ridiculed Britain's foroign policy 
and declared that India refused to be party to ailowiug her officers aud soldiers 
to be cannon fodder for Britain in order to maintain her bloated Empire. The 
members of the European group shouled 'nonsense' when Mr, Satyamurthi des¬ 
cribed Britain as an old woman who had lost her courage and was afraid of every 
dictator of Europe. Winding op his speech Mr. Satyamurthi observed that paci¬ 
ficism was tho only Gospel which could save humanity and Mahatma Gandhi 
with his gospel of non-violence and his policy of being friends of all and enemy 
of none, could save tho world. 

The Muslim League party did not intervene in the debate to-day but tho Nationa¬ 
list party and others declared their opposition to the Bill. Sardar Sant Singh, 
hailing from the Punjab, pointed out that ocoasions had arisen when even revolt 
against the established Government was justified even by jurists, 

1 utb. AUGUST t—ifr. Jinnah sat Sphinx-like through tho entire debate to-day, 
rising only once late in the afternoon to ask the Law Member whether tho Government 
of lt,d«a "introduced the Bill only to oblige the Punjab Government or shared 
responsibility with them. The hon. Sir M. N. Mukher/i gave the assurance that 
the Government of India were also convinced of the necessity for the measure. 
Afauiano Zafar Ali flung insinuations all round against the Government for 
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neglecting Mr. Jiunah am) making contaols only with Congress leaders, and against 
Congress imperialism. Finally, be jumped on to the Government side, in iking only 
one stipulation, namely, that the provinces should be entrusted with iho wot king 
of (he Bill. 

Mr. Gaifoil , after describing Hie British Empire as the greatest enemy of 
Islam, asserted (hat men would not bo lucking lor defending India's freedom or 
tho integrity of her frontiers. IIo saw in tho appointment of Mr. Williams, Addi¬ 
tional Defence Secretary, tho commencement of au era of fresh measures of which 
this was the Gist, Sir' Akhit Clt. Dultn recalled tho period dining the last War 
when India poured out men and mo coy, but large promises, lot,owed by smooth 
excuses, bad shaken tho people's cotilidenco. “Wtil ymi consult India before the 
next War ho asked tho Defence secretary, because liaukly ho would not give 
a blank cheque to Iho Executive. 

The Hoa'hlo Mr. Manet ll , after giving tho II mi so soma details of widespread 
propaganda against recruiting in tho Punjab, asked whether it really advanced 
the cause of Pacifism. Tho rejection of the Bill as a mere gesture, ha pleaded, 
amounted to gambling with tho country's safety. 

Lula Shamlal had some vigorous Silts at Mr. Nur Mahomed for his zealous 
advocacy on tho previous day in his homely and entertaining style. Mr. Joshi 
wondered why counter-propaganda and boiler salaties worn not tried id preference 
to tho curtailment of frtedom of speech and lastly canto Mr, Abdul Qatyum 
downright as usual in his condemnation. 

17th. AUGUST Tho speech of Mr, Ghulam Bhik tfaraug belonging to the 
Muslim League party, revealed in a clearer perspective tho attitude of that party its 
respect of tho Bill to-day. Ho spoke, ho said, ns a realist and a practical 
man of the world ami though ho could not find sufficient words of condem¬ 
nation for tho British Government for rising tho Indian army lor tho dismemberment 
of the Islamio empire, ho was not prepared to allow the safety of India to bo im¬ 
perilled by interfering with recrutimont. Mr. Narung quoted wish soma cffiot from 
a speech of Mr, Ifnjagoptihtuhnri, tho MniDns Premier, justifying tho need for the 
Cr mnml J.nr Amendment Act to quel! (lie anli-llitidi agitation iu south India, He 
defined the Muslim League parly's altitude na one ill terms of tho amendment tabled 
l-y another Punjab Muslim member, to the effect that this bill should oomo into 
force in any province only on such date ns thu provincial Government decide*,, 

Mr. Abdul (Juiyutu, tho Frontier Muslim belonging to the Congress party, asked 
the Government : How long nro you going to bank on the* Punjab Mussulmans V 
For bis own part ho relied on the speech of Nawahzada Mahmud Alt Khan of Waha 
who was against Indians joining in the fttmy which would bo used us mercenaries 
for strengthening British imperialism. 

Berne pnitiotiB of the speech of Mr. Abdul Qaiyuro to-day Were not happily ren¬ 
dered and Sir Aubrey Mctculfe described it as unparalleled iu the history of Ibis 
Assembly. Thu Foreign Kroiolury's complaint wun that Mr.'Abdul Quiyno had in¬ 
dulged in an abuse of the liberty of speech to pour racial hatred in a manner which 
be had not beatd fur the six long years that ho had b™n connected with tho House. 
Sir Aubrey proceeded with a warm defence of tho prosent forward policy ia the 
Frontier iu order to protect the people of tho settled districts from the trans-frontier 
tribes. 

i here was no disposition on tho part of parly leaders to intervene in to-day’s 
debate. On tho ottier hand, each leader was putting up his followers. In tho cir¬ 
cumstances, tho speeches tended to became unnecessarily lengthy. Further they had 
tho effect of widening ihe gulf between thu Muslim League party and tho Congress 
parly. Tho speeches of Sir, M. Abdul Ghaut, a Muslim member from Bihat, and 
Kuo Sahtb N, Siva liaj, a nominated member for depressed classes from south India, 
wore full of accusation against the Congress party. Tho House then adjourned till 
tho 22ud, 

22nd. AUGUST:—Two adjournment motions, ono from Mr. Avinashilingam and 
the other from Mr. Akhil Chnudra Datta, sitfferod the fate which most such motious 
have done this session, and then tba Ilotiso settled down to rctmmo Iho dobato on 
Mr. Ogiivio’s Bill to penalise anti-recruitment activities. 

Mr. Asuf Ali vehemently denied that any word had been said to encourage 
indiscipline and throw out a challenge to tho Government to consult the Provincial 
Governments. If a majority of them favoured the measure, the Congress Party 
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would reconsider its position. Ho acknowledged the hon. Mr. R. M. Maxwell's 
dexterity and his conciliatory tone, but ho had not proved tho case for (ho Govern¬ 
ment that recruitment hat! suffered, though, oven if it had, tho proper remedy 
would hrtvo been to remove the patent inequalities in tho conditions of sorvico as 
between Indian and British troops and to offer better inducements for military lifo. 

Mr. M. 8. Aney’a was a masterly effort, strong, dignified and reasoned, ilo 
deplored tho indecent haste with which tho Government rushaj tho measure without 
adequate proof or dnrange to reoruitraont, especially as there was not any 
imminent danger ahead. Tho Government of India had, in the provincial sphere, 
shown during tho last eighteen months consistent anxiety to avoid a contlict with 
the Congress, but why had they failed on this occasion to do soV British concep¬ 
tions of loyalty ho uonld not comprehend when they turned oat a King who 
preferred lave to his throne and aworo loyalty to his successor. In any event what 
right had they to oxpeot the loyalty of a people who had been denied an effective 
voice in directing their own offers '! 1 Would the Statute of Westminster apply to 
India, particularly os regaids declaration of war V 

Mr. Bhulabhai Drsai rose and poured out biting sarcasm for nearly fifty minutes. 
Ho deseribud tho Bill ns one of the blockust measures ever sought to be placed on the 
statute hr ok, Tito fact that evon persuasion was so much feared he took as a compli¬ 
ment to tho power of the (‘ongrons Party, Only senility could think that a generous 
doso of repression would produce loyalty ; and where, ho asked, were tho promises 
made during tho hat war about tho liberation of subject peoples 1 Actually, tho 
British Empire had added to its possessions under tho guise nf mandated territories. 

Tho Muslim Leaguers felt extremely uncomfortable as Mr. Desai ridiculed Mr. 
Zufar All's fond hope that once tho Bill becatno law, they could prevent Indian troops 
being nsed in Palestine or any Islamic country. Support to tho Bill, ho declared, 
involved lotrnyal of tho country's interests, 

23rd. AUGUST:—Tho Assembly to-day, amid great excitement, passed by 
65 to 50 votes, the Defence Secretary's Auti-Recruitment Activities Rill. All tho 
amendments for circulation were pressed to a division nud tost. 

The first division on Mr. Saiyamurthi's amendment resulted in 05 votes against and 
55 for Iho amendment. Tho second division on Sard.ar Sant Singh’s amendment for 
circulation of tho Bill was lost by 37 votes to 50. 

Mr. Jinnah made a singular speech in support of the position taken up by his 
party. Be affected to eschew heat anil passion and patronisingly told tho Congress 
Party that its present policy would do no good to tho country. He was satisfied 
that Provincial Governments could not initiate such leg is la 1 ion and pleaded that lha 
rejection of tho Bill might mean tho enuetmout of an ordinance. Be chose the 
lesser of the two evils in supporting the Bill, but proceeded to qualify 
it by conditions which G ivornment had nliealy agree! to accept. Cranks and 
crooks preach pacifism, it seems, in every country but ho could not ignore tho 
present world conditions and Congress speeches even more than Mr, Maxwell's had 
convinced him of the necessity far tho measure. 

Mr. Ogilvie, in winding up tho debate, said that tho existing laws wore insufficient 
to 00310 wiih the evil, though in tho next breath ho admitted that normal recruitment 
had not been affected. Ho reminded tho Opposition of tho Oath of Allegiance, 
and before concluding pioto.tcd against “tho mtoieintdo unturo of the stuff the 
Opposition had reeled out’’. Boforo tho Chair could give a ruling on Mr. Satyamurti s 
protest, tho Defence Secretary substituted ’speeches’ for 'stuff'. Three divisions 
followed in nil of which lha Congress Party lost by a margin of about ten votes. 

Detailed discussion on tho clauses of the Bill followed in tho afternoon, tho 
Congress Party abstaining from participation except to challenge a division at 
every stage, Mr, Ogih'ie accepted every amendment from the Muslim league 
without argument aud Mr. Jinnah later admitted ho had bargained for those 
terms as a condition for his suppoit. Tho omonded Bill requires proof of 

intention adversely to affeot recruitment nud reduces the maximum seutecco 

to one yoar and loaves it to the Provincial Government to bring it into force. 
It a'so makes the previous sanction of tho Provincial Government obligatory 
before every prosecution, 

Mr. Laleband Naval rai, Dr. Deshmukh and Mr, Sri Prakaaa started the 

process of opposition all over again in tho third reading stage. Dr. Deshmukh 
had some hits at Mr. Jiunah's party. Ho asked, with reference to hi* 
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suggestion that nn ordinance was inevitable 5n ease of rejection of lbs 
Bill, whether ho wuitl) advocate suicide because death whs inescapable for everyone. 

24th, AUGUST Mr. OyiVtuVs Bill had its float passage tbiough the Honae 
to-day, which it secured by a margin of 8 voles. 

Mr. Salyamurti assorted that the Punjab Government as such has not 
asked for the Bill but only Sir Siknndar tiyut Khan, Sir Henry Craik and the 
Commander-in-chief. He had ohalloisged the Government to produce the Punjab 
Government's despatch, if suuh a thing existed. It was a vigaious performance, 
in fact one of the best that Mr. Satyamurti has d.divored this session, and 
the House enjoyed his analysis o[ Mr. Ji ninth's speech in judieial phraseology 
verdict for the plaintiff, decree for the defendant * fur while all Mr. 
Jinnnli's arguments hud supported the Congress position, his voles had gone to the 
Gavcrnmont‘s side, Mr. fchityamurti incidentally revealed tho faat that the Alrrars, the 
Muslim Students’ Federation and other .Muslim organisations had urged tiie Congress 
to stand Arm in its npposition to the measure. Mr. Nauman, ou behnlf of the Muslim 
League, strove to defend the attitude of the Muslim L-aguo, while Mr. Sri Prakaea 
referred to the tiso of the Criminal Caw Amendment Act against anti-Hindi agitators, 
but ho argued that it only showed how absolute power demoralised overy Party and, 
therefore, confirmed the fears of the Opposition as regards this new measure. 

Motor Vkricies Bin 

After Mr. Ogilvio’s Bill had been passed canto Mr. Claw's Motor Vehicles 
Bill. He expounded tho changes nude in tho fckdect Committee and asked 
critics not to bo frightened by Hie length of tho Bill, for it contained nothing novtd 
or drastic and only introduced a certain amount of uniformity in place of tho 
divergent practices in tho different provinces. Ho rogrotted that uninformed 
criticism Blill persisted in semo quarters about the sinister design to assist railways 
under cover of regulating meter transport. After oil, tho safety of the public, the 
protection of roads, tho avoidance of out-throut competition within tho motor industry 
lisolf were all commendable objects nutl the Uuvormnuut fully recognised the nece¬ 
ssity for a healthy development of moior transport la tho interests of our town* 
and villages. 

25th, AUGUST :—After tho question-hour to-day, the House rapidly thinned ss 
it sottled down to continue the debate on tho first reading of tho Motor Vehicles 
Bill as modified by the su'oet committee. 

Mr. Nabibakah Bhutto , speaking first, emphasised the iraporfnneo of motor traffic 
which h« siiid was equal to that of railways and deserved equal onoonrngumont. fie 
considered that tho regulations proposed by tho Bill would Goar so heavily on motor 
transport that few would cornu forward to undertake motor services. It was invi¬ 
dious to insist upon third jmrtv insurance In the case of motor transport and not 
upon railways in which ill* uvil of overcrowding was as bad as in motor transport. 

Mr, Paint pleaded for a reduction of driving hours for drivers of goods vehicles 
and for a more rigorous insistence on drivers rolrainmg from alcoholic drinks 
before taking tho wheel. The inlelhgenco of on average man in India, ho doclarorj 
was too low to b« entrusted with a moior car or a motor cycle. Compulsory thirj 
party insurance should, in his opinion, como into force immediately ; and ho suggested 
that it should bo extended to provide hospitals with a statutory right to recover 
the liability incurred by them on treating casualties of motor acaidouEs, 

Dr, P. IV, Bnnrrjse directed his critioism of tho Bill mainly to what ho described 
as 'additional objects and reasons’ which the Beloet Committee lmd embodied i Q 
Clause 42. Ho specified tho cnnsiJorntionfl that should guido tho Provincial Govern¬ 
ments in regulating and controlling moior transport Oue of thuso considerations 
woro tho desirability of tho development of motor transport nnd tho desirability of 
preventing tho dytorioraliorj of tho road system. Ho strongly objected to power 
of control being given to the Provincial Oovurnraonts because they had an interest in 
tho prosperity of the railway and would not bo impartial. Farther, there were other 
provinces where Congress Governments did not exist. 

Mr. Manu Subednr, speaking oo behalf of tho Chamber of Commerce which ba 
represented, supported tho Bill and opposed the motion for circulation. He, however 
could not understand how the Government which had opposed Sir Abdul Halim 
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Ghnznnvi's bill, which was attempting to fix maximum ratos fot water transport;, 
could, at tho samo time, propose a similar measure for motor transport He did. not 
agree with tho provisions embodied in the Bill in the interests of the railways and. 
that no Proviocml Government would over tbiuk of taking onv notion in the Interest 
of tho railways unless all possible economics had boon effected is tho railway 
administration, 

Mr. S, fC, Som , supporting tho Util, referred to tho advantages whioh would 
accrue to the poor peoplo with tho dovelopraont of motor transport which, according 
to him. was clipaper and moro convenient. Ho, however, wanted tlsa control, and 
regulation of tho motor transport industry to bo in tho interests of tho public and 
not in those of the railways which, ho said, wa3 India’s great national wasto and 
not a national a3sot. 


Mdsusi Women's Divobce Bill 

26th. AUGUST The presence of a number of women in ‘BarqV in tbr 
public gallerios to-day, which were full, reflected tho interest around by Mr. Kazimi'g 
Bill to consolidate tho legal provisions regarding divorce among Muslim, women; 
which was tho Hist of the private Bills oa tho agenda to-day. 

The noed for the Bill was explained by the fact that thoro was no provision in 
tho iiunali code of Muslim law enabling a married Muslim woman to obtain a 
decree from the courts dissolving bar marriage in case her husband neglects to 
maintain her, makes her iifo miserable by deserting er persistently maltreating her 
by absconding, tearing her helpless. 

Tho debate on tho Hill was interesting in patches. Mr. Asaf Ali, pleading for 
reform ns regards tho marriage rights of Muslim women, delioately hinted that 
some parts of tho Bill would need a careful scrutiny ia tho Select Committee, 
particularly the last two clauses. One laid down that tho conversion of a 
married Muslim woman to any othor faith could not by Itself be a ground for 
tho dissolution of tho marriage and the othor prescribed that all suits rolatiug 
to Muslim marriage should bo tried only by Muslim judges, oven ia High Courts. 

Bhai Pararnanand and later Mr. B. Bajoria showed from the Hindu stand¬ 
point tho dangers of Clauso 5 and in this they found a recent statement of 
Sir N, N. Sircar useful and approprite. Tho House thou adjourned till the 29th. 

Moron Vehicles Bill (Conid ) 

29tbi AUGUST ;—The day was devoted to a general discussion os tho Motor 
Vehicles Bill, Mr. Surya Kumar Bom, Mr. Birendra Naraia Chowdhuri, Mr. Baijoath 
Bajoria and Mr, Badri Dutt Panda discussing the provisions of the measure in 
great detail. 

The speeches tended to be lengthy, practically everyone occupying forty-five 
minutes, except Mr. Aikman wbo t on behalf of tho European Group, made an 
admirably lucid statement doStting his party's attitude. Interest in the debate was 
kept alive by frequent oross-bonch sparriug, which went on throughout tha day. 
Generally speaking, the Congress Party offered warm support to tho Bill on 
the ground urged by Mr. Anantasapanam Iyengar that railways had potentialities of 
becoming a national asset while motor transport was no industry at all. for in 
affording employment to less than two lakhs of workers it was responsible- for an. 
annual drain of Ks. 9 orores. 

Dr. Sir Zt'anddifi, with a wealth of statistics and graphical detail, considered 
tbo 1 Bill a ghastly jumble of ill-conceived provisions and woodorod how motor 
transport could possibly survive such a formidable combination of adverse factors as 
top-heavy charges and’unmentionable roads. Mr. Jifcmnn was apprehensive about tho 
weight of too many restrictions especially on tho singte bus-owner. Nevertheless, ho 
offered discriminating support. Tho fixation of maxima and minima fares struck him 
as being dangerous and the regulation of hours of work, however desirable in theory, 
was likely to prove' impracticable. Ho wanted no interference with inter-Provincial 
transport, for it was an essential featuro of industrial development. Ho wanted to 
see tees distance transport grow without obstacles, among which he placed variations 
of conditions in the different Provinces. 

Hr. Anantasayanam and later Mr. Oadgil vigorously defended tbo Bill as it had 
emerged from tho Select Committee (hough Mr. Palliwal was act free from doubts 
as to the unqualified excellence of the measure, European interests were keen. They 

12 
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interpreted Mr. Altman's speech to mean a stimulating impart of motor-cars from 
England but they could not overlook tho far larger issues involved in safeguarding 
the position of tho railways from cut-throat competition. It becarao clear, through 
Mr. Gadgd’a speech. Hint * on some amendments to Clnnso 42, Ibero would ho interes¬ 
ting divisions. 

31 *!, AUGUST A keen debate arose to-day on tho quostion whether a licence 
used by any one other than the holder, must bo presumed to have been so used with 
tho holder’s consent 

The Congress Nationalist Party wanted to amend sub-clause two, clause si*', 
to read as follows;—“No holder of a licence shall allow it to bo used by any 
other person" and omit tho following words ; “and in the event of any contra¬ 
vention of this provision, a court may presume that tho licence was so issued 
with the consent of tho holder," 

The lion. Mr, A. O. Clow, Communications Member, accepted the amendment 
which was passed. 

Tho first division on tho Bill occurred to-day and was lost by tho Government. 
The division followed n debate lasting nearly an hour, tho House at tho ond 
agreeing to empower any registered medical practitioner to grant a certificate 
of fitness for driving. This was secured by an amendment to anh-clauso three 
of clause sevoo to omit tho following words qualifying a registered medical prae- 
tioner: “authorised by tho Provincial Government by a rule mado under section 
21 to grant bucIi certificates,” 

Mr. T. S. Avinaahilingnm Chrttiar, moving tho deletion of these words, pointed 
out that their retention Would have tho effeet of restricting tho power of grant¬ 
ing certificates to a certain small number of practitioners ruid thereby create a 
now “caste". 

The amendment was prossed to a division and passed by 07 votes to 37. 
Members of tho European Group for tho first timo during iho session voted in 
different lobbies. Mr. Griffiths voted against white other mumhurs of tho group 
voted for the amendment. 

The House rejected Dr, Sir Ziauddin's amendment to empower hakims and 
raids to grant certificates of fitness. Further discussion was adjourned. 

1 *L SEPTEMBER Tho debate on tho clauses of the Bill to-day over 
which on the whole there was general agreement among till parties was relieved by 
aa incident which developed into n constitutional point. The amendment of Prof, 
Kanga of tho Congress patty that a politionl offence should not bo a disqualification 
for a driver for getting a licence was being voted upon when Mr. Akhil Chandra 
IJtilla, Deputy President, made Mr. Satyamurlhi , one of (ho members of the panel 
of chairman, occupy the Choir and himself voted in tho lobby and immediately came 
back and relieved Mr. Satyamurtlii. As for Mr. Katynmnrlhi ho had already voted 
for tho amendment before ho was asked to taka tho Chair. All this happened when 
the President Sir Abdur Haiti m was away fur a while, Tho Muslim League party 
practically co bloc voted against tho amendment. 

Sir Ziauddin Ahmed rose indignantly and enquired if it was right for tho 
chairman, Mr. Akhil Chandra Dulta, to have gona nod voted ns he did. This was a 
signal for excited scents, European and Government modifiers cheering Sir Ziauddin 
while Nationalists and Cengrimmon standing by Mr, Akhil Chandra Datta. Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta was riddled with questions both from Kir Ziauddin and 
Hir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan and gave his ruling that his own notion was perfectly 
in order. 

The significance of tho incident can bo gttngud bv tho fact that a tie had been 
apprehended on Prof. Ranga'a amendment, but actually, despite Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Datta's vote, it was defeated by one vote. But still 8ir Muhammad Zafrullah pursued 
tho matter when the President as usual entered the chamber after disposing of 
oflico work, and thero was another debate which brought Mr. Akhil Cbnmlra Datta 
with a stern warning to Hir Ahdur Ifahim that his position was co-equal to his and 
therefore, the President could not roverso the ruling given by him (Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta) when ho occupied tho Chair, Mr. flint!abhai liosai 
warmly defended Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta's action and gave a similar 
warning to Sir Abdur liahim. The issues now for Kir A blur Kaliirn to decide were 
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firstly, whether both tha votes of Mr. Akhi! Chandra Datta nnd Hr. Satyamnrthi 
were valid, and secondly, when a person who occupied the Chair was entitled 
during fho voting timo to secure relief to go and veto or wliothor ho had only tba 
power to give tho casting vote. Sir Abdur promised to give a considered ruling, 

I.N’niiNisiTio.v or Airnr 

2nd. SEPTEMBER :— Moulan it Skaukat Ali moved lor a committee of the 
legislature to implement the recommendation of tho Sandhurst Committee of 1929 
for reviewing tho woiking of tho Indian Sandhurst, The amendments of the Congress 
party, which Were later supported by lire Muslim Leaguers, suggested that the 
committee should consist of a majority of members from among non-official and 
cloclod members of the Umise. Rut there was an amendment in tho narao of Air. 
A. Aikman, leader of tho European group, which tho Government was prepared to 
support. Kvontunlly, however, tho resolution of Maulaoa Shankat Ali was carried 
without division, thereby committing tho Government to demand of tho House for 
tho immediate appointment of a committoe to review tbo working of the Indian 
Sandhurst. 

The speech which seriously disturbed the Congress party and compromised its 
attitude was made by Jfr. Suhharoi/an, the only lady membor of tbo House. Speak¬ 
ing extempore and helped only with a few notes she was heard with attention, 
particularly by tlio ladies in the gallery hut tiro views she uttered were considered 
ultra moderate by tho Congress party to which she belonged. She was loudly cheered 
as sho resumed lior seat with nn appeal for mutual goodwill, cooperation and friendly 
relations as tbo only mciliod for tho successful working of reforms, 

Mr. Ogilvie's reply on behalf of tho Government was one of the acceptance of 
the resolution in principle, especially, tis tho new scheme for the future woikiug of 
tho Indian Sandhurst was nearly ready and could be placed before tho committee. 
Tiiis did not satisfy Mr. Bhulubhai Dexai who, speaking with warmth, reviewed the 
whole defends policy of tho Government of India, particularly, tho great disparity 
in status botweeu the Indian aud the Britisher. Ho stood out and out for complete 
Indianization, 


President's Rouno 

Stb. SEPTEMBER :—Before tho House plunged into the intricacies of (be 
Motor Vehicles Bill to-day, the Chair gave a carefully worded ruling regarding the 
Deputy President's right to exercise his voto during a division so far as it 
concerned Thursday’s incidents, but for the future ho laid down, despite Mr. 
Bhulabhai Desai’s contention to tint contrary, that the Chair had tho right to 
give guidance nnd he proposed to do so. Onto a division-bell had rung, the lobbies, 
he categorically stated, were part of tho House and, therefore, tho Deputy 
President could not be deemed to be absent from the House in going into the 
lobbies for recording bis voto. Moreover, complications would arise in the event 
of a tie. The ruling was applauded generally as fair though Mr. Bhulabhai 

Desai seemed to entertain doubts about the competence of the Chair to give oue. 

Atrocities in Borsu—Adj, Motion 

Sir Sera Ali, former Agent-General in South Africa, and Messrs. Tyabji and 
tladachanji, Burma Indian delegates, were present in the gallery when an ad¬ 
journment motion in regard to Burma riots was discussed. Tbo Government of 
India were keen that no censure should bo inllieted on them for the failure of 
the Burma Government to prevent the riots. But tho opposition was keen on carrying 
the motion if for no other reason than to couvev tbo message of encourage¬ 

ment to the Indian nationals in Burma and their determination to stand up for 
tho self-respect nnd honour of India. Despite the efforts of Sir Jagadish Prasad 
and Sir Girija Shankar Bajpai to prove that everything possible had been done 
by the Government of India, the motion was carried without division. 

Sir Ziauddin, as a member of tho Muslim Leaguo Party, initiated tho debate 
and pave it a g.iod start by displaying photographs of some of these who had 

been killed and asked, whoso blood would not boil at tbo sight of those atrocities. 

Air. Satyamurlhi took up the thread aud asked if the Government of India 
would have kept quiet in case oven a single Britisher had been killed. The facts 
were so heart rending that ho was constrained to suggest that either Sir Jagdish 
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Presad or Sir Girija flhnuknr TSajpai should have Down to Rangoon, particularly as the 
Burma Government bad refused to hulp tho refugees and triod do appeaso the wrath 
of the Ilouso by promising 'to despatch Mr, Satynmtltnn i. c. a, as agent in Burma 
almost immediately instead of next month ns originally planned. This agent would 
bo in a position to lead evidence on behalf of India and tho Indian community 
before the commission that hns been appointed by tho Burma Govornmont, Then on 
tho question of compensation to the victims tho Government of India had already 
represented to tho Burma Government, Thinking that this was ouough evidence of 
tho Government of India's nlertnoss and sympathy with tho Indian community, Kir 
Jagdish asked : *What moro can bo done ? 

Mr, F, E. James asked tho Government of Indin to see that Ibo agent who would 
bo shortly going to Burma oeoupied the same status and performed tho same functions 
as tho Agent In Hontb Africa nnd not ns tho agents in Ceylon or Malaya. Ho also 
wanted tho Government to consider tho question of despatching all Indian troops 
to Burma to assist tho Burma Government. Mean-while the Government of India 
must compol tho Burma Government to accept the principle of compensation for 
loss of life and property. 

Moron Vehicles Bill (Costo ) 

The Assembly next disposed of nine clauses of tho Motor Vehicles Bill. A division 
was called on a Nationalist party amendment to fix mnx'nsum periods of disquali¬ 
fication for reckless driving, unauthorised racing and using a vehicle without a 
permit, and resulted in a win for tho Opposition. 

In tho original Bill disqualification was prescribed in a proviso to Clause 17 which 
laid down the minimum period of such disqualification. Prof. P. N. Banerji wanted 
that o maximum period of two years for luckless driving and uuauthorised racing 
and oae year for using a vehioia without a permit should bo provided. Tho nmoud- 
mont was passed by 68 votes to 30. 

Twelve moro clauses wore next passed by tho Assembly. In tho oourae.of tiro 
discussion the Bouse negatived by 44 votes to 3D the European Group’s amegulmout 
to insert a provision requiring appiioution for oortifioaies of fitness of transport 
vehicles to bo made in a prescribed form giving sufficient details about the vehicle. 

Another amendment moved by tho Government to regulate tho periods during 
whioh certificates of fitness should remain offuolivo was opposed by the European 
Group and tho Nationalist party. It was pressed to a division and accepted by a 
majority of 70 rotes to 35, 

6ih SEPTEMBER ; — Busos, used by sol inn] s to bring ohiidron, would base no 
need to obtain a permit from tho Regional Authority, according to an amendment 
to tho Bill, wos passed by tho Assembly to-day, 

Mr. Bhutto, tho mover, Messrs, Bhulithhai Dosai, K, 8nntanam and Rnnga, 
eommondiog tho amondment, referred to tho fact that these busos wore not run 
on profit and that tho oharge lovied was in mnuy coses hardly enough to cover the 
maintenance of tho vehicle, 

Tho hon. Mr, A, O. Claw, Communications Member, suggested that there 
was no need tor a specific provision of this kind as ho felt that exemption in tho 
case of such vehicles would ho automatically granted. 

The amendment was agreed to without a division. 

Tho Ilouso next launched in a discussion of Clause 42. The chcors that greeted 
Mr. 8. K. Bom, aa ho rose to movo for the omissiiu of tho clause, indicated th* 
general expectation of a prolonged and spirited debate. 

Mr. Surya Kumar Sen moved tho amendment to delete Clausa 42, giving 
power to tho Provincial Governments to contio! road transport. Ho declared that 
this elauso was mainly to protect railways from the competition of buses in Jong 
distaneo traffic. Buses, ho declared, ©Herod greater conveniences and safety, parti¬ 
cularly in avoiding tho pilfering that was going ou in railway sfafiousand Iba 
inefficient handling of goods by tho railways. Ho condemned the railways as wicked, 
incompetent, careless and callous in tho treatment accorded to tho lower class 
passeLgers. Therefore, why Bticuld buses hi) bound down to various inconveniences, 
to save tho railwavs. which aru ns beyond tho control and rea:b of the Ilouso as 
tho Viceroy himself ? 

As for co-ordination and co-operation, Mr. 8om declared that it was as stupendous 
a 'nonsense as talks of co-operation between England and India no long as India 
was not Irco to determine and settle her own elfairs. Ho, for one,'would not ask 
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the House to give dictatorial powers even to Mahatma Gandhi himself, being aware 
of the tiso made by Hitler, Mussolini and statin of such powers. How could similar 
jmwor bo given to tho Provinces over road transport ? Tho Provinces, Mr, Horn 
pointed out, wore now interested in railway revenues. Therefore, such nlsoluto 
power could not bo entrusted to them. 

Mr. K. Snnfanam, who was reputed to bo (lie author of the Clans© in the Select 
Committee, vigorously dofended Its purpose and principles. IIo said that the original 
Rill gave representation to railways in all tho bodies to bo set up to carry out co¬ 
ordination ; tho Rill also gave power (a tho railways to oppose tho giving of permits 
to long or short distaneo motor transport. But Clausa d2 eliminated tho railways 
from functioning ia tho Regional and Provincial Transport Authorities, 

Tho clause (said Mr. Bantanam) had been criticised as favouring railways and 
speeches had been mado as though tho railways need not be considered a national 
asset. It looked as if foreign rule had produced a mentality, which dared not claim 
what really belonged to the country. In spito of the mismanagement that had gone 
on for a long time, tho railways did belong to tho country and it was necessary to 
see that when tho people inherited that property ultimately, it did not como to them 
in a worse condition than now. 

One of tho most important ofleets of tho clause would bo to counteract Iho 
provision of tho Government of India Act, which removed tho railways from tho 
purview of the Provincial Governments. Tho clause provided a point of almost 
daily contact between tho Provincial Governments and tho railways. 

Mr. F. E, Jome*. explaining tho European Group’s attitude, mado it clear that 
their opposition to tho principle of tho clauso had nothing to do with tho fact that 
some of tho group represented iho motor industry. Even if every motor oar, bos 
and lorry were produced in this oountry, as It would bo ooo day, they would take 
precisely tho same point of viow with regard to the clause. They were not opposed 
to a proper co-ordination, but to tho olauso os it stood and to the principle of it. 

"We boliovo that oo-ordioation Is difficult, if not impossible, between tho two. 
In Iho absonco of snob unified oontrol, co-ordination would bo domination." Tho 
Provinces, continued Mr. James, bad no oontrol over tho railway system and yet 
this olauso gave them far-reaching powers of control over the rival system of road 
transport, Mr. James took each provision and declared that it was not propor in a 
clause of this kind. If tho clause remained in tho Bill, tho Provincial Governments 
would have the power to take ofl all the roads, all pnbiio and private carriers. lie 
voiced strong objection to the power of fixing maximum and minimum fares being 
given to the Provincial Governments. The regulation of rates should, Mr. 
James contended, bn left to bo determined by ecnomic factors. Do suggested 
that co-ordination should bo attempted at the place where the eoptrolling 
authorities could meet and diseuss things. He admitted the constitutional difficulty 
under present oendi lions under which the control of railways was at the Centro 
and tho oontrol of roads was in the Provinces, but ho thought that in the 
Transport Advisory Council, they had the embryo of a machinery for real 
oo-ordinatioo, 

Mr. Bhulabhni Dex<ri, Leader of tbo Opposition, in reply to Mr. James, quoted 
further from his own speech referred to by Mr. James. The opposition of tho 
European group, said Mr. Desai, could be understood from the fant that in his 
(Mr. Desai’sl speech, ho had referred to the road transport industry and explained 
how it would bo an exaggeration and wrong in perspective to consider it a national 
industry. Opposition to such a point of view was not surprising when it came from 
representatives of those who wanted to selt oil and cars, no matter what happened to 
tho railways. As regards tho clause itself, it omitted tho only ooo objection which ho 
(Mr. Derail had expressed to co-ordination between road and rail transport It removed 
the railway from the machinery proposed by tbo BUI for the purpose of co-ordination. 
Mr. James had spoken of the absence of control over tho railways, but If he was 
asked to give his co-operation in any effort to secure that oontrol and make tho 
Federal Railway Authority responsible to the people, then his co-operation would go 
to the Govornmont, Mr. Desai continued that Mr. Jamas bad argued that tho clause 
would enablo tho Provincial Governments to prohibit all motor traffic on roads. That 
was not correct and ho was sure that Mr. James realised it. The section did not mean 
that the Provincial Governments could make motor transport disappear to-morrow. 
Every action to be take a by tho Provincial Governments had to bo taken tinder 
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specified conditions and every such notion was subject to cancellation or variation, 
should it bo noeessaty sobxeqinmllv. For instance, no Pmvincial Government was going 
to (is tlio rato and restrict tho routes unless smilt restriction was necessary under 
givou conditions. The clause was essentially an enabling ouo ami no Provincial 
Government worn called upon to prohibit anything. 

Mr. Desat closed with a refofenea to tlio comparative valtttt of rail and road 
trans|iort from tlio point of view of tint nation as a whole. He hud no objection 
to giving encouragement lo the motor industry lint Ktidt encouragement roust ho 
tempered by (ho consideration of how much I ho country had to pay out to the 
foreigner in order to give such encouragement. Ho said licit though tt direct con¬ 
trol of railways was not constitutionally possible, pressure could bo excited through 
tlio Provincial Governments on Hie railways in order that every means of transport 
might bo co-ordinated. 

Mr. Azhnr Alt opposed the amendment. Sir Zinuddin Ahmed was speaking 
when the Assembly adjourned, 

7th. SEPTEMBER :—The Assembly rejected without a division to-day Prof, 
Banrrji'a amendment lo delete Dm provision etuimoraling the condition under which 
11m Provim-ml Governments were empowered to control road transport, 

Mr. Hrnjtiidra Nitrayan Cfmitlhury'it amendment tu Mibstitntn the provision 
by which the Provincial Governments won* diiccted to lake into account “Iho 
desirability of preventing the delerinrnlion of the valuable) national assets in 
Indian Hallways" t>y n new prevision namely “the desirability ol co-ordinating 
road and rail transport" was accepted. 

Mr. 7’. S. Avinatthilinitnm (‘hettiura nrncndmetif lo add niso Iho “desirability 
of preventing uneconomic compelitimt among motor vehicles 1 * lo the considera¬ 
tions which the Provincial Guvt rnments were to tnko Into account when con¬ 
trolling road transport, was accepted. 

Mr. Janies then moved that part (1) of mtb-etmmo (!) of Clause 42 bn omitted. 
After n hhort debate, tlio amendment was pressed to a division and lost, 31 
voting for and fid against. 

An amendment seeking to removo the Provincial Ouvurnmuhts 1 power of pro¬ 
hibiting, subject to certain conditions, Iho conveying of long-distance gooda traflic 
generally, was also lost without a division. 

Itefnro rising for tint day, another amendment seeking lo exclude private 
carriers from liio prohibitions and resit idiom) to bo ettfoiced on long-distanco 
traflie, was also pressed to a division and Inst liv *10 voles to 7H. 

CltUJKt 4.'! occupied the whole of to-day's silling and when iho House rose for 
Iho day, 3- out of , r i4 amendments to Iho clause hail been disposed of. 

Tho Congress Nationalist Patty moved most of Ihc aiaendniciitH considered to¬ 
day, but none of them was adopted. 

8 th. SEPTEMBER:—Tlio implications of tlio filnlo having tho power to lix 
maximum and minimum bus fares and freights were discussed at length to-day on an 
amendment moved by Mr. /•’. B. James, seeking Iho deletion of the provision, 
in clause 42, giving such power lo iho Provincial Oovornmeuln, Mr. James, 
supported by Kardur Kant Singh, argued that tho provision wim a Socialist otto 
and declared tiiat tint lion. Mr. A U. Clow, in company willi j|j 0 Congress Party 
was going down Iho tJippnry slopo of Kocialtsm, 

Mr. A. (J. (How referred lo tho fact that (he principle of living maximum 
and miitimniD fares was eiu.luincd in tho Hill ns originally drafted, and was 
not a reform duo lo the inlliP'nco of the Corigress or tho Hocialists. Even if thnro 
were any changes produced in him by bis usModalioB with tho Congress in the Hclcct 
Committee, or by the debate in tho House, that would not bo a fault. Tho amend¬ 
ment was negatived. 

Tim next amendment, moved by Pandil /„. K. hfnitra, to deny lo tho Provits- 
c'al Governments fhv power of fixing tho minimum fares, gava Mr. N. Q. Hanna 
an upper! unify to reply to Mr. James. Mr. Hutiga declared that tho provisions 

in the Clause, though it was drafted by a Congressman, had nothing to do with 

Socialism. “Ibn moment thu Congress Pmty becomes Houhiliat, then Mr. Jmnes 

will I o the lirst to tako bis passport to go back home,'* (Laughter.) lie put in 

a spirited plea on behalf of tlio bullock-cart drivers who, ho sard, would I,q 
crushed out of existence jf no minimum faro waa fixed for tlio buses, Tho 
amendment was lost. 
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A number of amendments to Clause 42, that waro moved to-dav, were rejected 
by the House and tho Clause, amended as follows, was passed amid cheers : — 

(U “A Provincial Oovernment, having regard to(a) tho advantages offered 
to tho public, trade and industry by tho development of motor transport ; (b) 
tho desirability of preventing the deterioration of tho road system; and to) the 
desirability of preventing uneconomic competition among motor vehicles; and 
after having heard tho representatives of tho interests affected and having con¬ 
sulted the Provincial nnd Regional Transport Authorities concerned, may by noti¬ 
fication in the official gazette, 

(1) Prohibit or restrict throughout tho Province or in any area or in any 
routo within tho Province, subject to such conditions ns it may think desirable, 
tho convoying of long distance goods traffic generally or of prescribed classes of 
goods, bj private or publia carriers ; or 

tlf) Fix maximum or minimum fares or freights for stage carriages and 
public carriers, to ba applicable throughout tho Provinco or within any areas or 
any routo within the Provinco. 

(2) Tho Provincial Oovernment shall permit, at such intervals of time as it 
may fix, (Jib interests affected by any notification issued under sub-section 
<11 to make representations urging tho cancellation or variation of the notification 
on the following grounds, namely (a) that tho railways nro not giving reasonable 
facilities, or nro taking unfair advantage of tho action of tho Provincial flovern- 
ment under this section : or (bs that conditions have changod since the publication 
of tlie notification ; {«) that the special needs of a particular industry or location 
roqniro to bo considered afresh. 

(31 If tho Provincial Oovernment, after considering any representation made 
to it under sub-section (2) and having hoard tho representatives of I ho interests 
affected and tho Provincial and Regional Transport Authorities, is satisfied that 
any notification issued under snb-scetion (1| ought to be cancelled or varied, it 
may cancel the notification or vary it in such a manner as it thinks fit.'* 

Before tha House rose for tho"day, tho next four clauses were also passed. 

Musstxt Women’s Divorce Bill (Ccjctd.) 

9th. SEPTEMBER :—The Assembly to-day continued tho debate on Mr. SZatm?* 
Hill to consolidate tho provisions of Muslim Law relating to suits by married 
Muslim women for tho dissolution of their marriages and to remove doubts as 
to tho effect of apostasy of a married Muslim woman ou her marriage tie. Mr. 
K;izmi had moved tho referonco of the Bill to a Select Committee on tho last nou- 
ottieiul day. 

Mr. O, B. Nairanq referred to tho many judicial rulings, holding that apostasy 
automatically dissolved that mariiogo of a Muslim woman, and said that these 
rulings were loally blunders heaped ono upon another nnd constituting a real 

tragedy of errors. The real authorities ou this matter, he declared, were tho 

Man I vis and not the courts. To a reference made by him 65 well-known Maul vis 
had replied and out of them 48 had expressed themsoives in favour of Clause 0-A, 

As regaid» the fear that tho clause would prevent tho return to the Hindu 

fold of a Hindu woman at ducted and forcibly converted and married to a 

Muslim, Mr. Natrang asserted that the clause would not apply to such a 

marriage. if the woman was forcibly converted, then she eoutd not be¬ 

come a Muslim and a forcible marriage was a contradiction in terms. She 
was, as fur as tho Bill was concerned, a free agent to do as she liked. 

Dr. O. V. Peahmukh, while expressing his full sympathy with the Bill, 
did cot want it to bo approached from the same point of view as the 

mover and of Mr. Nairang, who was supposed to bo the real author of 
tho Bill. Ho was opposed to tho Legislature lending itself to perpetuate the doctrines 
of any particular school of law whether it be according to the decrees of any 
Sliastris or tho Fatwat of any Ulemas. Tho questions should be approached from 
iho point of view of social reform, in a spirit of equity, justice nnd good conscience. 
AVhen marriage was a matter of contract, its participants should bo given freedom 
to follow the dictates of reason and tho law should not bo made to support any 
particular school of law. He. therefore, was not in favour of those sections widen 
referred to tho two schools of thought, namely Maliki and Hanafi. 



90 


THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ stmla- 

Tnrning to tho provisions dealing with tho grounds of divoroo, Dr, D-shmukh 
felt that they did not innhido ail possible mil legitimate grounds such as leprosy, 
voDeroal diseases, ato. It was not enough to xav “for aiv other mason which may 
ho snliioiont under Muslim law for tho dissolution of a raarrrngo.’’ This would 
be vague and loaso room for misiotorprotations and misunderstandings. The clause 
providing for tho trial of suits toot away what was mount to ho given under 
tho now Bill. Tho woman would have to undorgi didloultios if thoro were no 
Muslim judiaial oflioer avallablo in hor district Tho methods by which tho re¬ 
lief provided by this Bdl could bo obiainod, should not be or pensive and should 
give sufficient facilities. 

A learned discourse on tho Muslim marriage law by tha han. Sir Mahoutid 
Zofrullah. Goramoreo Slumber and Lender of tho House, weighted with quotations 
from tho Holy Koran, kept tho ITousa and tho full galleries iutorostoil for nearly 
an hour. Tho hen. Bir Mmtmntha jV.it A Mukhcrjur, Law Member, followed 

with a powerful address, delivored with stateliness nnd onlivonod by 

hnmorons anecdotes. Mr. AT. S. Amtg, Loader of the On tigress Nationalist Party, 

then began his speech hut had nut concluded when tho debate was adjourned 
till tho nuxi session aud the lioitso rase for tho day. 

Mows Vehici-es Bill ( Costd. } 

12th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly passed clauses 57-A to fill of the Motor 
Vehicles Bdl to-day and look up consideration of Clause 04, dealing with tho 

restriction of Ihe hours of work of tho drivers. 

In tho course of tho debate, two amendments moved by Mr. iV. AT. Jnshi 
were accepted without a division. By tho first amendment, tho ported for which 
a driver should work at a stretch, was roduood from 5 and a half hours to 5 
hours, Mr. Joshi's othor amendment provided that the hours of work of a driver 
should not be morn thnn 9 hours a day. 

A third nmmiilment by Mr. JohIii sought to ompowor Iho Provincial Govern¬ 
ment to modify tho provisions referring to tho hours of work in prescribed cir¬ 
cumstances to increasing tho intervals of rest to ono hour instoad of half no 
hour, by reducing tho hours of work per day to eight, by reducing tho hours of 
work per week from 04 to 48 and by requiring that a driver should have an 
interval of rest of 24 hours or ono oabndnr duty in each week. Thu-amendment 
was pressed to a division and rejected by .'14 votes to 29, 

Tho amendment was supported by tho Government nnd opposed by the 
European (Iroup, tho Congress Nationalists and tho Muslim League while tho 
Congross Party remained neutral. 

Tim hon. Mr, li. U. Mnnrrll, Homo Member, tlmn presented tho report of 
tho Select Committed on tho Bill to amund tho taw relating to tho prevention of 
cruelty to animals. 

Cosmos, ov Miutaiiv Excgsemirtit 

13th. SEPTEMBER Thorn was a rally af nil Opposition forcos, both Hindu 
nod Muslim, in tho Assembly to-day in condcmnalion of a striot flnaucial control over 
tho military esjieudituro in India. 

A cold reception was given to Iho annoilncomont made by Sir Jamon Orii;g, 
Pinanou Member, that the Jiritisli Oovoriimejit had agreed to increase the animal 
gruot paid under tho Ij.irrnii Tribunal's recommendation to £2,000,900, As for 
tho capital grant of £» 000.000 fur ro*cqalpmont of British and Indian units in 
India and for tho H. A. P. squadrons, tho criticism voiced was that India would 
have to incur ft recurring expenditure on tlioso rc-oqtllpjtod forcos Tho Finance 

Member appealed for goodwill in tho workiog of the constitution and for partici¬ 
pation in tho next war if India wanted Increased powers. 

Cries of ‘No 1 that greeted llio Finnnco Member’s observations reliedol tho 
stfcnglh of feeling against tho niggardly grant towards tho military expenditure 

ftora Britain and also displayed iho refusal of tho Assembly willingly to help 
Britain in any war. 

Mr. Bhutabhni Draai raised tho debate to on emotional- pitch. In hts opinion 

tho increased giant was but a lingo joko and ho said that India refused to bo 

bullied into voluntary participation in any war. With memories of breaking of 
pledge by Britain after tho last war, Mr. Dcsai caustically commented on Sir 
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■Tames Oripg's statement and concluded : ‘Goodwill cannot bo established except 
by goodwill and India cannot work ttio constitution at the point of a bayonet.' 

The debate was continued by Mr. ht. S. Aney on behalf of the Nationalist Party, 
Byrd Ohulnm Bhtk Nairnng on behalf of the Muslim League Party, and Sir 
Muhammad Znfrullah Khan and Mr. C. SI. G. Ogilvie on behalf of tho Govern¬ 
ment. Tho Commerce Member declared that tho Indians were anxious to defend 
India jest as on tho bust occasion for the liberty of India and for the integrity of the 
empire. This observation, however, met with loud protestations from the Opposition 
benches while it was cheered on tho Government bunches. 

Mr. Ogitvic, Defence Secretory, reiterated tho bureaucratic view that the sharing 
of Government's confidonen with tho Opposition in defence matters would meau 
breakdown of tho entire fahrio of the defence policy. 

To the demand of tho Assembly for a committee to examine tbs financial con¬ 
trol now exercised over tho military expenditure, there was a poor response from 
tho Govern meat as Lord Cliatfied of the British Admiralty would no coming 
over to India in cold weather for an enquiry, whereas the Assembly both by 

speeches and fcy votes recorded its verdict in favour of a committee with an 

elected non-ofiioinl majority to go into tho matter. A heavy defeat sustained by 
the Government did not apparently create any effect on them: for not only on 
the resolution of the Congress party for a committee but also on two amendments 
that followod they persisted in dividing tho Douse. 

Moroa Vesicles Bill (Contd.) 

I4tb. SEPTEMBER s—The Assembly to-day made rapid progress with the 
detailed debate on tho Motor Vehicles Bdl. of wlrch over thirty clauses were disposed 
of during tho sitting, up to clause 90. These included a Dumber of provisions 

relating to insurance, which proved to be considerably less contentious than bad 

been expected. 

The European Group made an unsuacessf.il attempt to exempt from third party 
insurance those owners who dooosited with the Accountant-General, central or 
provincial, a lakh of rupees. Mr, F. E. Jamrs, supported hy Mr. Boyii, explained 
that a similar provision existed in the British Act and argued that there coaid hardly 
be any accidents which could not bo covered by a lakh of rupees. 

Mr. Bhuiabhai Dcsai, Mr. Satyamurii and Mr. JC. Santanam, opposing the 
amendment, poinled out firstly that it would put n premium on bigger bus oporatinns ; 
secondly, if the bigger corporations did net take out third party insurance policies, 
then tho premium for the others, who did take out such policies, would be 
correspondingly higher ; thirdly, it would be absurd to lay down a uniform deposit 
of one lakh, no matter what the number of vehicles owned was. 

Sir At. N. iftikherjce, Law Member, supported the amendment on behalf of the 
Government and pointed out that such a provision existed in the Bill before it 
was sent to the Select Committee. The amendment was rejected without a division. 

By a Government amendment, clause 94 requiring all vehicles to be insured 
against third party risks was altered so as to exempt the paid driver from the 
consequences of contravention of the requirement if the driver acted without 
knowledge of the absence of an insurance policy. The Assembly adjourned at 
this stage. 

15th. SEPTEMBER:—Fourteen more clauses of the Bill were passed 
by the House before tho lunch interval. A new clause moved by Prof. 
Banerjec was also passed. It empowered Provincial Governments, by notification, 
to appoint a person or body of persons, without tho right to adjudicate, to investi¬ 
gate nod report on accidents involving the death of, or bodily injury to, any person 
arising out of the use of motor vehicles and the extent to which their claims to 
compensation have been satisfied and to advise and assist such persons or their 
representatives in representing their claims for compensation. 

The motion was supported by the Government. 

Sir. Bhuiabhai Desat, opposing tho clause, appealed to tho House to remember 
that in an already impoverished country it was not advisable to add to the burden 
by a multiplicity of now bodies. Tha House accepted the new clause by 49 votes 
to 33. 

An amusing comparison between honorary ani paid magistrates was made by 
8ir Ziauddin in the course of the debate on a successive series of amend- 

13 
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moots movnd by members of tho Congress Nationalist and Muslim League parlies 
and by Mr. AbJul Rashid Choudliilry to reduce tho maximum ponalty provided 
in Section 111 for minor offenoos. 

The penalty of Rs. 50 was sought to be roduaod successively to Rs. 2 and to 
Rs. 5 and finally tho Uouso agreed to Sardar Mangal Singh’s amendment to fix it 
at Rs. 20. 

A cognato provision for a fine of Rs. 250 for a repetition of tho offence encountered 
determined opposition from tho Congress Nationalist Party, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta 
Mu lira moving for its deletion. 


Mr. Clou) opposed tho amendment whioh was rejected by 75 votes to 20, 

The Uouso later agreed to an official amendment to reduce the maximum of 
Its. 250 to Its, 100 on condition that driving without a lioenso was excluded from 
the purview of tho provision, 

Mr. A. R. Chaudhury persevered in his attempt to rodtice the jiona'tirs in tho 
interests of the poor bus driver. His amendment to oxoludo rigorous imprisonment 
from tho penalties prescribe! in tho oinnso was rejected but he succeeded in 
reducing the fine far overspeading from Rs. 200 to Its. 100. 


16th, SEPTEMBER :—Two moro olauses In tho Bill. Clauses 133 nnd 131, wen* 
omitted to-day, one by agreement of the House and the other by a ruling 
from the CImtr (Mr. Satyamurti) that it was ultra vires. 

Clause 133 empowered tho Central Government to modify any of tho election 
Behoduk'S to tho Bill and the Provincial Governments! to modify the tenth, laying 
down driving regulations. 

Mr. J. D. Anderson movnd nn amendment empowering only tho Provincial 
Government to modify oortain schedules in their application to itself. 

In tho courso of tho debate on the amendment, roforonco was made to the 
possibility of different provinces changing tho schedules in different ways, resulting 
io chaos instead of tho uniformity ami order that tho Hilt was intended to bring 
about. To overcome this difficulty it wna suggested that the C-'otial Transport 
Advisory Counoil could bo utilised to maintain Inter-provineini uniformity. 

Before the araondmont was voted upon, it was agreed that the clause iiu omitted 
from the Bill for tho present and a morn suitable alternative than that suggested 
by tho amendment bo brought forward later. Thu clause was oacordiuglv deleted. 

ClauKO 13-1 sought to empower the Central (Invernment to exempt ro itur vehicles 
belonging to the Defence Department from any of the provisions of tho Dili. 

Mr. B. J, Dtsai, on a point of order, nrguol that the clause was ultra vires 
because tho Central Government thereby sought to take to itself powers of exemption 
which rightly belonged to the Provincial tlovernmonts. 

Hir Mahomed Zafrultah, intervening, contended thill on tho nueslitm wbethor a 
particular clausa was ultra vires or not. it was not for tho Chair to decide tho 
issue, but it was for tho House or for tho Courts. 

Mr. Sittyamurti, who was in tho Chair, observed that the responsibility for 
deciding a point of order of thia character rested on tho Chair and tie was not 
going to shirk that duty and wait lit) it was raised by some litigant before a Court. 
Ho then dealt with tho merits of the point of order nud upheld it, declaring that 
tho cl an so was ultra virrs and should be delated from the Hill. 

Before tho House roso for tho day all tho clauses and schedules of tho Bill, 
excopt clause two, which dealt with definitions, and clause 130 woro passed. In tho 
course of tho debate two amundmants wore moved by Hir Ziauddtn Ahmed and Mr. 
.Surge Kumar Horn to limit the speed of motor oyclus, motor oars nnd motor cabs. 
In support of tho amendments it was argued that a majority of tho read casualties 
woro duo to tho excessive speeds at whioh such private vehicles woro driven. 

Mr. K, O, Mitchell, opposing both the amondtoonts, pointed out that accidents 
might happen uvea when vehiedus woro driven at spcudH below forty five or forty 
miles per hour, 

Tho Homo rojooted both the amendments without a division. Discussion on 
clause two had not concluded when the House adjourned. 


17Ui. SEPTEMBER ;—Oo the occasion of tho third reading staga of the Motor 
Vehicles Bill to-day, Mr. Bhulabhai Desat, io a brilliant speech, referred to tho changes 
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made, which scotched the sinister efforts to impose uncontrolled domination of the 
railways. Ho claimed it was a good and hopeful beginning in the co-ordination of 
motor end railway transport and hoped this would be extended in time to aviation 
and shipping. 

Mr, M. 6’. Aney, without misgivings about the measure about to be placed 
on the statute book, had no rogretB either about the oriticai attitute of bis 

party towards several of its provisions. Its success would depend, ho felt, on 
Ibo spirit in which it will bo worked. Nevertheless, be did not conceal his dis¬ 

satisfaction with some aspects of the measure, but hoped it might provide a real 
beginning in co-oidination between the two main forms of transport in the country, 

Mr. Aikman , on behalf of the Europoan group, while not grudging their tribute 
to both Mr. Clow and Ur. Mitchell for their sincerity and devotion to the solution 
of a complicated problem, accepted the measure as the best compromise practica¬ 
ble in the existing circuraslanoes. But ha reiterated his party's dislike of clause 

42, which gives, in their opinion, for too much power to the Provincial Govern¬ 

ments, However, it was a distioct step forward towards evolving a highway code, 

Mr, Nirmat Chmidar thought the Select Committee was entitled to a consider¬ 
able amount of credit, particularly Mr. K. Santaoam, whoso invaluable services were 
responsible for many salutary changes in the Bill. 

Mr. Santanam felt both Sir M. N. Mukherjee and Mr, Ahhil Chandra Butt 
deserved grateful mention. As regaids clause 43, be suggested that its effect might 
be to stimulate the interest of the Provincial Government in problems of transport 
and marketing. 

Mr. Clow was deeply moved by the generous tributes from all parts of the 
House aud modestly transferred thorn to those who bad put in hard work for years 
to make a success of this measure. He claimed the Bill was not the last word on 
the subject, though in some respects it constituted the first word. 

UNASSISTED EsUORATION BlLL 

Then came Sir <?. S. Bajpai’s Bill to prevent unassisted emigration, which he 
placed before thu House iu a btief but admirably lucid speech. He showed, with 
tho assistance of figures, how the stream of unassisted emigrants, which had swollen 
in recent years particularly to Malaya and Ceylon bad virtually defeated the objects 
of the existing legislation. He disowned any desire to interfere with individual 
freedom, but the Madras Government, which was most concerned with the problem, 
bad entirely agreed that legislative action was necessary. 

Mr. N. O. Iianga, warmly supporting the measure, made a downright attack on 
capiialisls, whether European or Indian, who did not hesitate to exploit Indina 
labour abroad. 

Mr. F. E. James, claiming personal knowledge of the abuses of unassisted emigra¬ 
tion, not only supported the Bill but added that leading planters in Malaya would 
welcome it. After some witty observations at Mr. Raoga’s expense, he supported it 
as both desirable and urgent. 

The House wss largely influenced by Sir Q. S. Bajpai's assurance that the 
measure was intended solely in Indian interests aud adopted the Bill with one 
minor amendment, which the Government accepted. The House then adjourned till 
tho 19th, 

CnUKLTT to Ahimalb Biu, 

J 9th. SEPTEMBER ifr. F, if. Maxwell, Homo Member, introduced to-day a 
new measure for the prevention of cruelty to animals, designed obiefly to deal with 
Phooka but improved in several other particulars. He pointed out the changes made 
by the Select Committee, none of which touched the principles of the Bill but 
seemed to meet the demands of enlightened opinion. The eld Act had exempted all 
religions sacrifices, but the power of exemption was proposed to be conferred on 
Provincial Governments for application in local areas. 

Mr. Miller, on behalf of the European Group, expressed the hope that the 
measure would prevent the unspeakable tortures inflicted on animals under the cover 
of religious rites sod wbat he described as a commercial cruelty in large cities as 
well as the cruelties unfortunately common in India as a result of neglect or 
igDOtance. ... , , 

Both Messrs, Lalchand Navalrai and Ranga feared harassment at tha 

hands of the police and wanted the prevention of cruelty to the villager in tho 
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name of more stringent provisions, The Inttcr also pleaded for the stoppage of 
animat fights in villages, accompanied by orgies of gambling and drinking. Mr. 
Bnjoria drew n vivid picture of the hnnrtlessness of milkmen in Calcutta butchering 
new-born calves and tbs practice of flaying cattle alive. 

During detailed disotissinn on tho provisions, ti e Rouse had tiso interesting 
spectacle of Messrs, Bnjoria and Aney vigorously objecting to rn v animals 
being destroyed even as a means of putting nn end to their miseries on the ground 
of sentiment and the supreme valnu attached tn the doctrines of vlAimsa. But after 
Mr. Maxwell had pronounced tho humanitarian view of the matter, the House 
divided and tho Ooverument's view seemed to prevail by a heavy majority. Tho 
Congress Party had nvidently given freedom of vote to its ntomheis: far, w'dln 
most of them went into the Government lobby, some conscientious objectors voted 
against the provision. 

20th. SEPTEMBER :—The Dill wont through with Iho blessings of Mrs. 
Subbaroyan and Mr. Ancy to-day both of whom laid stress on the necessity fur 
the strict enforcement of tho measure. The former addol in tho course of her 
much applauded speech that voluntary effort must continue to do educative propaganda. 

CttiwirEs's Euploymknt Bti.i, 

Sir Mahomed Zaf/ullah’s Bill to prohibit employment of children undur fifteen in 
docks, quays, wharvos or transport tn>-k only forty minutes for ail stages, its 
necessity being generally recognised. Mr. Zufar AH described it ns a halting 
and lame measure and wanted some provision for the education and feeding of those 
children who would be thrown out of employment. Mr, N. O Rantja , who had 
failed earlier to introduce a provision for tho sproad-ovor of working hours for 
children into the Bill, suggested an amendment of tho Factories Act for tho satno 
purpose. 

KstPLOYZBs’ LlitllUTV But, 

Sir Mahomed Za/rultah's Employers' Liability Bill took even less time, Mr. 
Ranga again made an effort to broaden the scope of tho meusuro by demanding 
that employers' legal obligations should npptv oven in cases of workmen entering 
into definite undertakings to tho contrary, but Sir Zafiulluh would not go so far 
aod resisted the proposed change, 

AtncrurT Act Amend. Bill 

Sir Q. B. Bajpai't mensuro to amend tho Aircraft Ant to enable precautions 
being taken against the spread of epidemics had an uneventful passage, except for 
certain amendments which Mr. K, Batiatonam suggested and Sir Girija hud no 
difficulty in accoptiug. 

Tea Cess Amend. Bill 

The Bill for nmondlng tho Tea Cess Aot tn iucludo n representative for Travau- 
coro on tho Tea Market Expansion Board gavo Assam's representatives an oppor¬ 
tunity to raise the question of Iho proper control of largo sums of money placed at 
the disposal of She Board and ono heard lurid stories of the methods of certain 
Superintendents, Imt the blouse was not disposed to obstruct any business and 
allowed it to go through. 

Next came Dr. Bethmakh's Bill for divorce among Hindu women, which was 
merely introduced. 

Muslim Women’s Bjvohce Bill 

Mr, Kazmi had tho satisfaction of seeing hia Bill referred to a Select Committee, 
but only after Messrs. Aney and Butyumurti hud made it clear that fairly drastic 
alterations would be necessary if the idnusu were In give its approval at a later 
stage to tho Bill. Ur. Aney made no secret of his strong dislike for tho provision 
referring to apostasy and though the motion for Select Committee was ultimately 
adopted, there was no doubt that the meusura will bo altered beyond recognition when 
it crimes up again before the House. 

The Bouse then adjourned till iho 10lh, November at Delhi to take up the 
[ Income-tax Bdl. 
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Special Session—New Delhi—10th. Nov. to 12th- Dec- 1938 

Pcocto Accounts CoaniTTEs Report 

The special session of the Assembly opened at New Delhi on the 10th. November 
- 938 with n brief sitting which ended by liincli time. Sir Abdur Bn him presided. 

After questions, tho President announce I that Mr. T. S. A. Chettiar's Iwo 
adjournment motions relating to the Outfield Committee had been disallowed by the 
Governor-Genet al. He ruled of order Mr. Badri Dutt Pnndc's adjournment motion 
to discuss tim ‘date running" of trains and the number of accidents on the E. I. 
Rail way. 

When Sir Jnwos Oring's molinn that reports of tho Public Accounts Committee 
for 1934-35. 1935-3(5 and 1936-37 ho taken into consideration was moved, Sir. 
Satyanurthi pointed out that the volumes of evidence relating to 1930 37 had not yet 
been mode available to metnbois, but that he understood they might be available to 
memln rs by tho beginning of December. Without the volumes of evidence the dis¬ 
cussion in tho House could not be sufficiently full or informed and ho therefore 
suggested that tho debate on the motion bo postponed to a later sitting in December. 
He was optimistic enough to believe that iho discussion on the Income-tax Bill 
would be completed by December 4 or 5, a day or two would be available for the 
debate on the Public Accounts Committee's reports. 

Sir £tau<Mr*t Ahmed expressed disugicement, but the Bouse agreed to post¬ 
ponement, 'I he House then rapidly dealt with Sir Janies Grigg’s demands for excess 
giants under various beads r.pg legating marly to Its. 2 cions. Tho House adjourned 
till the 14th. 


Kemal Pasha's Death 

14th. NOVEMBER Hie Assembly passed to-day a condolence motion on Kcrcal 
Pasha’s rluath and adjourned as a mark'of respect. Mr. Bhulabbai Desai initiated the 
condolence motion and Sir N. N. Sircar did not raise any objection, so that all that 
was transacted today was the answering of questions. 

Munich 1 al Franchise in Ajjier and Merwara 

15tb. NOVEMBER :—Tho Bill to lower the educational qualification for 
Municipal franchise in Ajmer-Morwnra, brought by Sir (?. S. Bajpai, occupied 
most of the sitting of tho Assembly today. 

Sir G. S. Bnjpai explained that tho Bill sought to lower the qualification 

from tho possession of a certificate as of a graduate to the passing of the 

upper primary (fourill standard) examination or any other examination prescribed 
by a rule in this behalf as at least equivalent to that examination. lh>s 

together with a reduction in the proprietory and income qualifications would 

result in increasing tile electorate from about 7,0C0 to about 30,000 voters. 
This change, ho pointed out, was not immutable, but would lead to a further 
broadening of tho basis of franchise before long. An immediate adoption of 

literacy qualification, however, would bo difficult for tho prtnoipal lesson that 

it involved individual examination of tho elector, for which there was at 

present no administrative machinery. The possession of the upper primary 
certificate would be a simple und an automatic test 

Piiooea Bill passed 

Earlier tho Phooka Bill and the Bill relating to tho admission of children 

in certain employments, as amended by the Council of fcdalo, was assented to. 

Protection of Inventions and Designs 

The House text referred to a select committee, the bill further to amend 

the taw relating to the protection of inventions and designs. 

Moving reference to a select committee, Sir Muhammad referred to the 
principal object of the Bill which, ha said, was to put a stop to tba 

import of goods made Or produced outside India with a design in which 
copyright existed under the Patents and Designs Act, 1911, unless the application 
of such a design had bean made with licence or the written consent of the 
registered proprietor of tho design. 
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Atlor a brio! reply from Sir Muhammad, ilio II mi a a without division 
referred the Bill to a select committee. 

Taxation of Railway PnorEniY 

Sir Thomas Stewart next moved tlmt tlio Bill to regulato tho extent to 
which railway property shall bo liiihlo to taxation imposed by an authority 
within a province bo circulated lor (he purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

Mr. A'. Santhanam moving an nmondmonl that tho Bill bo circulated till Oct. 1. 
1039, pointed out that sufiloitmt time should bo given to the provincial Governments 
and otbor authorities to consider tho matter before giving their opinions, Messrs. 
Anoy, Ananthasavnmm Ayyungar and Kir Mulmmmad Ziauddin wero opposed to the 
Bill'and wanted that (lie motion for oirculaliuo should be thrown out 

Sir Thomas Stewart, replying, mado it clear that tho Bill involved no now 
assumption of power by tho Uovornmont, It merely restored to tho Government 
tho power onjoyod by them until tho now Act tamo into force on April 

1937. Uo suspected that most of Iho opposition to tho Bill arose from 
tho fact that in certain parts of if Iho word 'Federal’ occurred. But ho 
assured the Houho that thoro was nothing sinister in it. Regarding the fixing 

of tho date uplo which tho Bill should bo eifuulutcd, ho pointed out that 

it was not tho usual practice to fix such a date. 

Tho House divided on Kir Thomas Stewart's motion and rojeefod it by 
fit votes to 41, the Muslim Longuu party voting with tho Congress against 

tho motion. Tho Houso then adjourned, 

Income-Tax Bill Deiiate 

Iflth NOVEMBER Two notablo sproolioa marked the oponing day’s proceedings 
of the first stage of tho debate on iho fncorao-'l'ax Bill today, Tho lion. Sir James Griggs 
speech, though brief, was full of humour, while Mr. Bhulahhai Desai's was a lucid 
and masterly exposition of tho iutriuauies of tho measure. 

Tho Finance Member gratefully acknowledged tho nbseuoo of any jarring 
or illtempomd note during tho proceedings of the Select Committee and paid 
a great tribute to Mr. Hhulabhni Desai’s skill, energy and knowledge and 
sweet reasonableness. Tho Bill, an it had emerged from tho Keloct Com- 
mittou, had not undergone transformation oa any fundamental point and Ito 

described tho changes os changes which stiffened tho law against tax- 

dodgers white it softened tho rigours of tho law with regard to tho honest tax¬ 
payer, Fivc-nixllis of India's itmomo-tax payors would bo afforded relief under tho 

Bill, esiivciulfy those whoso earnings wore under Its. 8.000, Referring to tho Con¬ 
gress High Command's disapproval of Baction 40 deuling with double ineomo-fax 
relief, Kir .lamps Grigg estimated that tins ultimate not loss to India would only 
amount to its. GO Inklm and not Rs. 130 lakhs us stated by Haidar Patel. His defonco 
was that even now British companies pay more than Indian companies and with tho 
repeal of the Section and tho termination o( reciprocal nrraugommits, they would pay 
7 aud threo-fourlh annus against 3 and a half annas paid by Indian companies. But 
oven IhoMJ Its. GO iaklm could ho moio or less saved if Knot ion 4 were 

passed and tho exemption from taxation of , pay of ollicors on (cava was 

conceited. 

Mr, Bhulahhai Desai's reply, whfuli occupied two and a half hours, was 
acknowledged on all sides to bo bis finest performance since ho entered tho House 
and showed n compluto grasp of tho sil'jeet. Mr. FJcsai wondorod whether Kir 
James Bripg's responsivoucss was duo to the mellowing cltuots of ago and tho now 
circumstances or iho ruulisation that tho Government had been unfriendly too long. 
But ho refused in bo led away by tho Finance Mombar's plea on behalf of poor 
India. If one could legitimately make an Englishman pay more, why not tike it, 
ho asked. Section 4 as it stood implied that every Indian should pay, while noa- 
fodians need not. Nor could ho undorstand tho spacious argument about Kootion S3 
justifying tho additional burden on llm rich Indian taxpayer so as to afford relief to 
the Englishman. An extra crore, ho felt, woulJ mako considorobio difforoiico to tho 
nation-building departments. Ho characterised tlio arrangement devised under tho 
Bill for giving relief to double-tux payors as unjust and atrooious. Mr. Desai re¬ 
ceived a great ovation at the end of bis brilliant speech. 
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!7tit. NOVEMBER :—Mr, Lalchand Navalrai dealt mainly wilh Clause 4, 
representing the strong feelings of merchants on tho subject of taxation of incomes 
earned abroad. _ Dr. Dalai, who saw nothing wrong in the measure, rose almost to 
lyrical heights in commending it to the House. 

Mr. Sa wit Venkatachalam Chcily condemned tho Bill and, by implication, 
almost every one who had paitreipaiod in the deliberations of the Select Committee. 
He considered it strange that while a less representative Bouse had rejected a 
similar measure six years ago, this Hooso should bless it even in a qnalified manner. 
Tho temptation of Increasing tho resources of the Provincial Governments, he 
thought, had misled some even among his colleagues. If Sir James Grigg was 
sincere in that intention why did he not, he asked, tap every source, whether Iodiau 
or British, for after all India wanted a fair field and no favour 7 He twitted the 
Finance Member with great knowledge of tax-dodgiog which in England had teen 
practised as a One art, whereas evasion in this country was comparatively trivial. 
Mr. Cbetty objected to the provision for taxing incomes earned by traders out¬ 
side lodia^ for the Government of India had done nothing for them. He instanced 
(be case of Indian trading interests in Burma. The Houso tbea adjourned till the 2lsf, 

2let NOVEMBER:—The Leader of the European Group, Mr. Aikman , and 
an important unattached member, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, spoke on the Bill to-dav, 
the third day of the general debate on the Bill. Sir Cowasje Jehangir dealt In 
the main with Clause 4, 5, 17 and 53 and expressed that Clause Four and Five 
made a revolutionary change in the system of taxation in the country. 

Ur. Aikman , on behalf of the European Group, drew cheers from the Opposi¬ 
tion benches for his observation that the income-iar officials betrayed an attitude 
of permanent hostility towards the assessees but otherwise he seemed disposed 
to support the Bill. 

Sir Courajtji Jehangir, armed with quotations from a debate on a similar Bill 
seven years ago. twitted the European Group with having altered their point of 
view because on the previous occasion they bad joined the rest of the House in 
opposition to tho Bill. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa raised several fanghs as ho pointed out the practical difficul¬ 
ties of the bumbler tax-prayer. He appealed to the Finance Member to show soma 
consideration for the joint family system. He declared in a way of sarcasm that it 
was not a Bnaneial Bill but a moral Bill—to raise tho morality of the Indians. The 
Bill seemed to him to be an amendment to criminal law rather than income tax law. 

22nd. NOVEMBER Tho pre-tunch sitting of the Assembly to-day, the fourth 
day of the general debate on the Bill, was notable for a racy and thrustful speech by 
Sir H. P. Medy, who, with a series of quips and sallies kept the House in boisterous 
good humour. Income-tax payers, he said, could be divided into three categories, the 
dishonest, the ‘aot quite’ honest, and fools. (Laughter). Fools were those who declare'! 
their full income and paid up without a murmur. (Renewed laughter). The Bill was 
calculated to sharpen the wits of the dishonest and worsen the lot of the honest. It 
was based on a reversal of the well-known principle of jurisprudence and seemed to 
assume that it is better that a hundred innocent men should be condemned than that 
one guilty man should escape. 

Mr. Gadgil agreed that alt those with taxable incomes must pay op what was 
expected under this Bill because he felt it to be one of the obligations attendant on 
citizenship. The Bill, he admitted, was brought with a view to perfect the machinery 
for collecting income-tax. He was also in agreement with the clause for taxing 
foreign incomes but he was strongly opposed to the provision distinguishing between 
domiciles and con-domiciles. He wanted Double lax Relief to be deleted, on the 
ground that needs of the State transcended ail contracts. He asked in this connection 
how many countries bad entered into such reciprocal agreements. 

Pundit K. K. ila la viva brought to the notice of the House that the Bill com¬ 
pletely overlooked an important aspect found in the English Law, namely, taxing of 
surplus income or in other words income over and above what was necessary for the 
essential comforts of the assesses. In Eugland, he pointed out, one fifth of the income 
not exceeding £300 was not taxable. Over and above this, Ihero were the married 
man’s allowance, the single man's allowance, for children and for dependents. These 
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allowances, therefore, mitigate the incidence of taxation in Engl tnd helped in raisin? 
tlio standard of living mid provided for tho hotter mnintenancu and education of 
children. He had not concluded when I ho llutse n'ljouriied. 

23rd. NOVEMBER :—I)r. Dt'shmukh nnd Mr. tt spoke to-lay dealing with 

thy ISili exhaustively, Tho former, in ft racy speech, kept tin 1 IImi.n* in'eresled, while 
Mr. Nauman madu it clear that both on obtuse 4 and on tin? provision for double 
income-tax relief thn Muslim rn<tn'>ors shared thr views of tho Congiess Parly. 
Towards tlio **nd of tlio day, .Mr. 8. !’■ Ckatnbrn lucidly exphiiued (ho many points 
ou which doubts hid been expressed in llio course of tho debates. 

Dr, O, V. Ik'xhmukhy in tin? com so of n vigorous criticism of certain features 
of tho Bill, said tho mam provisions in it could 1 m* defined as follows : “lo relieve 
tho poor ineomn-tax payor at tho i?xponsfi of tho itrill income-tax payor; to 
uso t!n» rovomio rodisei to help tlu> Provinces; to nssonin tint Indians 
want relief final tax dim* only in again ,t their richer brethren and not 
as nganst the foreigner ; to rissiimn also that every Itnliari has tho right to 
Is* harassed.” Hot what, ho asked, wits llio real disen.so to l>» treated ? It was 
tho drain caused by pension*, intoresl-freo securities and deiienlmes, ihoiblo in- 
enrae-tux relief and ho on. And nothing was being done to deal with this drain. 
What right did tho Oovornment of India have to east covetous eyes on tin* foreign 
income of Indians V llad tho tiovernrnent tlonu anything to help them in lira 
earning of this ineomo '/ iht'l they g ven such help ns tin* United Kingdom Hov- 
enuneut hid, for inslnneo, given to its nationals haling abroad in the shape of 
export credit or otlmr methods V Referring to tax-dodging, Dr. Deshmukli asked 
if it was a vice only of Indians. Was it not prevalent in England, Hu read an 
extract from 77ia Daily Herald of London which, he said, showed that even in 
tho present anxious limes for England Homo .tiifJ or L .0 mdlion wojo being lost 
to tho treasury owing to tnx-doging. And Indians who owed nothing to their 
(luverfiment hud greater jusiiticntron to dodge taxes than Englishmen whom 
their Oovernmont helped in nil jrossif»In ways. 'Jim Finance Mernbor had no right 
to Ktftiid in tho House and moralise about Kix-dodgitig, 

Tho House at this stago adjourned till tho litith. 

26th. NOVE VIBER : —Tho AssnniMy rose to-dnv with tin* Halisfnetion of having 
ihiisho I tho ge-niiai liehit?* on tin 1 ineomo Tux Hill. Among tlm notable speeches 
wore thoso of .Mr, il-.o,.oohh.u Ltlljoe, Messis. M. S. Anoy, and N. M. Joshi and 
liiiiilly that of Hir Jnnirs Origg, 

Mr. Lalljee fell ho could not to* ft party to invidious distinctions being male 
ngmist Indian h isiiicssrnmi. His mom grievonc.i was (hilt tiio uofertuinlo Indian 
trader abroad, for whom the HoverrrmetU of India does nothing, should bo squeezed 
on priociplo t« got money anyhow. ‘ 

Mr. M. 8. Ane.y paid a gred trifnifn lo Sir, Illiuhthhai Desai'H marvellous speech, 
his unrivalled grasp of tho principles of iitenmo-lax, hut could not detect the 

impress of It s personality on the Hill, lie felt the need for considerable caution 
tu iippicaching ti e Eitimico Member, even when ho seumed nmialdu, 

Hir A. nituznuvi caipcd miteh cm harassment to' thn Muslim league party by his 
oppositiori to clause 4 urging that taxation on tho aeeroit basis would crush Indian 
business abroad, 

Mr. Joshi deplored that the definition of dividend would enable conversion of 
pretiis into capital, thus cheating labour of its Icgitimalo ilitn. As for tlio rest 

im supported tin* Hill us regaids clause 4 on tho ground that Upiho who could 

should pay. He thought that previous exemptions givon by the tlovernment 

of India Biivonri-d of nepotism, particularly pensions and leave salaries. J[ 0 seemed to 
be une.oroiJiomising about granting priviloges to Britishers who, ho thought, should 
pay for them. 

Sir James Ortfjif confined himself to clauses 4 and fid. Ho thought sovei'al 
speakers had refunded lux-dodging almost as praiseworthy, forgetting that the 
increased revenues wdl go to the provinces, llio cases of harsh treatment by 
income-tax r.flicials s'-emed to hirn to bo extra-ordinarily few, considering their 
ve* y difficult task and Ihn definition of n poor osscsseo 'arising out of the debnto 
Was a man with at least twenty thousand por year. Ho entered into an elaborate 
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defence of danse 53, relating it as Lad tactics for the Opposition to opset existing 
arrangements on tho evo of important changes and pointed out that twenty-eight 
different colonies and Dominions granted double income-tar relief, including Eire. 

Towards the ond, he made the IJovemment's attitude clear ta the event of clause 
4 being mangled, as he described it. Capitalist* did well, he thought, with tariffs, 
subsidies and the Government's store* purchase policy But if the Congress should 
still extend its sympathy further and reject the essential part of clause 4, the fate 
of the Hill would be ondaogered and bis offer regarding taxation of leave salaries 
would be withdrawn. 


Maoiaka Siuukat Au's Death 

28th, NOVEMBER As a mark of res|ioct lo the memory of ifnulana Shaulat 
Ah\ the Assembly adjourned to-day without transacting any business. Before tho 
adjournment of tfie House tributes were paid by the parties aod the President to 
the Maolana’s qualities and to hi3 services to the country. 

Income-Tax Bsll Debate (Couto.j 

29th, NOVEMBER Tho expected crisis over the Income Tax Bill arose in 
the Assembly to-diiy with dramatic swiftness. The ait important Clause (4) was 
taken np immediately after question time whon Mr, B. Das moved that it be deleted. 

Mr. Aikmim, Leader of the European Group, supported the motion and made 
the position of the group clear. He took his stand, amid cheers, on the declaration 
made in 1931 by the then leader of the group strongly opposing the acceptance of 
wbat the other parties in lire House regarded ss unfair discrimination or pre¬ 
ferential treatment in their favour. Mr, Aikman declared that their attitude re¬ 
mained unchanged to-day, Ifo appealed to the Finaoce Member not to carry out 
his threat to withdraw the Bill if she Clause was altered. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Dcsai , Lead er of the Opposition and Mr. Jinnah spoke strongly 
against tho Clause and tho new basis of taxation which it embodied, particularly, 
tho discrimination sought to Lo made in favour of non-Indians. 

Sir James Qrigg , Finsnco Member, followed with a dramatic offer to “test the 
Lonafides of tho House” and asked whether the House was prepared to agree to 
the removal of provisions which had been characterised as discriminatory and to 
which the European Group bad expressed its opposition, this removal being subject 
to safeguards against absurd results in the case of foreign visitors which be bad 
explained would result if the pure residence basis was adopted. The issue, he 
asserted, was whether tho Congress party’s object was merely to remove discrimi¬ 
nation or whether they did not want to tax themselves or their'millionaire friends. 

Mr. JinnaA entered a spirited protest against the Financo Member’s claim to 
test anyone’s LonaliJes, particularly tho bonafides of the House. He pointed out 
that the issue was not merely the discriminatory provisions but the accrual basis 
also. After further argument, the House agreed to let the consideration of the 
Ciause stand over til! the Finance Member and Leaders of the parties met in an 
exploratory conference to see if alternative methods could be discovered. 

To the President's question, members expressed the desire not to proceed with 
tho consideration of other Clauses in the meanwhile ami the President then ad¬ 
journed the Honse. 

30th. NOVEMBER :—Sir James Qrigg, tho Finance Member, announced after 
question time to-day that in accordance with the arrangement made in the House, party 
leaders and himself met yesterday afternoon to discuss the hasis for a possible 
comprehensive compromise on clauses 4 and 5 of the Ir.eome-Tax Bill. Quite definite 
progress was made and the prospects of an agreement were sufficiently favourable 
to justify the Honse in postponing consideration of these clauses for the present and 
going on with the remaining clauses. The Honso accordingly took up clause C. 

The Finance Member gave a number of assurances regarding the proposal to 
appoint what might ba described as Central Co-ordinating Commissioners of Income- 
Tax. apart from Commissioners for specified areas. The proposal is contained in Sub¬ 
section 2 of the proposed Section 5 of Clause 6. 

Mr, Lalehand Navatrai moved the deletion of the proposal and signed that it 
amounted to a multiplication of machinery and would add to the already top-heavy 
administration of the Department, 

It 
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The hon. Sir James Grigg explained the purpose of tho proposal and said tho 
function of theso Curamisxionors would bo mainly to co-ordinnto; they would not 
deal with ordinary eases but with cases of a special kind, such as tboso relating 
to insurance or suspected fraud or assessment of concerns whoso operations extended 
to more than one circle. 

Mr, /J. S. Aneg wanted to know if non-Indians or moro experts from abroad 
would bo appointed to these Central posts. 

Sir James said that no assurance could bo given on tbe first point because in 
tho Income-Tax Department, there wore at present Indian as well as non-Indian 
officers who might be appointed ; but as regards tho seoond part of the query, he 
was near enough to leUromoat from India to desiro a quiet time for tbo rest of 
his term. 

In reply to Mr. S.dvumurti’s questions, Sir James gave tho assurance that the 
threa Commissioners of this typo, agreed to by tho Select Committee, would bo tho 
maximum numbar, that at present there was no intention to appoint all the three at 
once, that the appointments would not be made in advance of the need and that 
when appointed, they would not bo permitted to “grab" oases in order to justify 
their existence, 

Mr. Navairai's amendment was rejeotod and tho Clouse, with a few vorbal 
changes, was passed. 

The provision in Clause ? to tax salaries duo, instead of salaries actually paid, 
mot with strenuous opposition. Prof, flanerjea, moving its omiBsioo, said that it 
would have a harassing effect on poor persons and declared that it ran counter to 
the principle of ability (o pay. 

Mr. 8. P, Chambers, Inoomo-Tux Expert, said that tbo provision was intended 
to stop tho loopholes of evasion. In ono circle alone, as ho Imd already mentioned, 
ho had found 400 eases of persons not taking their salaries in order to escape 
taxation. As for cases of genuine hardship, in which salaries were not paid, either 
because the employers went bankrupt or raised an objection, instructions would be 
issued to see that theso were dealt with leniently, No spouilio provision need bo 
made for this purpose, 

Mr. M, iS. Atiey considered this an anomalous and unsatisfactory state of things. 
The IIouso could not remain coatont with the ansuianoo given by Mr. Chambers 
that cases of employees, who never received their salaries, would bo treated leniently. 
In case of non-rccuipt of salary, tho question would arise whether it wan, or was 
not an attempt nt an evasion of tax. It was no good leaving tho decision on that 
point to each administrative officer as ho choose, 

Mr. K. Santanam pointed out that tho question was whether the tax was 
payable and where casus of hardship of the kind under discussion had arisen, tho 

liability for payment should ho that of the employer in cases where the tax was 

deducted at tho source. Ho would move an amendment to this oflect later. Prof. 

Bancrji’s amendment was lost. 

Clausa liight of tho Hill provided tho find division on tho Income-Tax Amend¬ 
ment Hill. Tho IIouho rejected by 58 votes to t5 Mr. if. S. Anatithasayanam 

Iyengar's amendment, whcrotiy an attempt was mode to remove wbat Mr. Jyengsr 
considered to bo hardships that would arise in tho form of double-taxation when, 
under this Clause, tax would ha levied on loans or advances on the security of 
salary that would bo duo in tho futuro. ’ 

Mr. Chambers, opposing tho amendment, explained that tho amendment was not 
necessary as tho hardship contemplated by the mover would not occur in view of 
Section CO (2) of tho Act, which provided for relief in tho ovont of such contingencies 

Tho House next accepted, by 72 votes to 32, Mr. Santanam's amendment bv 
which it was provided that In cases where salary was deductable at tho sourca, tha 
asscssee should not ba called upon to pay tho tax himself to the extent deducted 
unless ho received the salary without Buoh deduction. 

Tha Mouse also accepted without a division Mr. Santanam's amendment, which 
sought to provide that in case of unrecognised provident funds, tax would only be 
levied on »ueh amount to tho extent to which it did not consist of tho contribution 
by the asseRsea or the ioforest on such contribution by the asnossee. 

Clause 8 as amended was passed. A detailed diticuRsion followed on an amend¬ 
ment to tho next clause, moved by Laia Shamial, suggesting that any tax paid to 
any municipality, cantonmant board or any local board, should bo exempted in 
computing incomes from properly for purposos of Income-Tax, 
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The main a r g;;ment in favour of the amendment advanced by tho speakers, 
including Mr. Bbulabhsi Desai, Mr. M. S. Aoey, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, and Sir 
Abduliab Haroon, was that the net income of the property owner and not his gross 
income should ho taken into account in taxing bits. 

Sir James Origg and Mr. Chambers pointed out that the amendment would 
reduce tho tax on property owners. Sir James argued that the amendment would 
result in a reduction in revenue to tho extent of fourteen or fifteen lakhs. If the 
House went on making small changes bore and there and giving Christmas presents 
aJi round, oothiog would be left of the Bill. 

In reply to questions. Sir James slated that exemptions wero at present allowed 
in respect of municipal and other taxes paid by the occupier and if there was any 
doubt or lack of uniformity in this matter in parts of India, he undertook to issuo 
instructions, making it clear that these deductions shall be made. 

Lata Shamtat withdrew his amendment. Clause 0 bad not yet been disposed of 
when the House adjourned. 

1st DECEMBER :—Mr, T. S. Aeinashilingam Chetliar moved an amendment to-day 
to exempt from taxation any expenditure (tiot being iq tho nature of capital expendi¬ 
ture) made definitely for the benefit oi the employees or the dependents of those 
employees. Mr. Chettiar explained that as tbo Lw was at present interpreted, only 
sums spent by employers on a hospital or a school intended solely for the benefit 
of employees or llioir children were exempted but not sums contributed by employers 
to similar institutions to which the public generally had access. 

tiir James Origg poioted out that instructions had already been issued that 
Income-tax Officers should adopt a more liberal interpretation in allowing exemption 
for welfare expenditure. But to extend the benefit of such exemption, as the amend¬ 
ment sought to do, to expenditure on tho employees’ dependents would be to extend 
the exemption to unapproved funds and to contributions mxJe to such funds. To 
that be could not agree. Tho amendment was withdrawn. 

Tho House rejected without division a lengthy amendment by 5fr. Sami Venkata - 
chaiam Chctli intended to restrict the power given under the Bill to the Income-Tax 
Officer to estimate bad or doubtful debts. 

Clauses 10, 11 and 12 were passed with minor amendments. Daring the consi¬ 
deration of Clause 10. Mr. B. D, Pande wanted it to be amended so as to include 
scientific apparatus and surgical equipment among the items fir which allowances 
wou!d be made when assessment was made in respect of profits from business. Xbo 
House accepted Mr. Pande's amendment. 

The heavily technical character of the debate was brightened towards the end of 
the day’s sitting when the hon. Sir N. N. St rear made one of his rare interventions 
with a sparkingly humorous speech. He spoke on Mr. S. K, Som's amendment, 
suegesting a series of deductions in tho taxable income of the assessee. Mr. Sum 
referred to the practice in tLe United Kingdom and America where allowances were 
made for wife, children, dependents etc., and asked why similar allowances should 
not be made in India. 

Sardar Sant Singh aud Xlr. B. C Solid hury supported the amendment aad pleaded 
that, ia fairness, aa allowance should be made in the case, for instance, of a married 
person with an iucome. The demands oa tho two classes of persons were entirely 
different, and the Stale in tax'ng them should take tho difference into proper account. 

The hon. Sir James Origg said that two points or order conld have been urged 
against the amendment. Firstly, it sought to vary a tax in which the Provinces 
were interested and, secondly, it was not appropriate to a Bill which did not seek 
to lay down the scald of taxation. The amendment would be more appropriate to 
the Finance Bill when it could be considered in relation to the scale ol taxes 
proposed in that Bill. He did not, however, propose to raise these points of order 
but to urge that the amendment would cost a great deal of money (cries of “Oh, oh”) 
Money, after all, was the most effective argument. The discussion had not concluded 
when the Houso rose for the day. 

2nd. DECEMBER 1 The Assembly rejected by 93 votes to 11 Mr. Som’s amend¬ 
ment suggesting a number of deductions ia the taxable income of the assessee by 
way ol allowances for marriage, children and dependents. During to-day’s discussion 
oa the amendment which was moved last evening by Mr. Som, Mr. A. C. Datta and 
Mr. Hussetnbhai Liljee supportul the amendment while Mr. Bbulabhai Desai 
opposed it. 
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Tho llrtuRO, after lunch, passed clause 18 And took i:p consideration of file “trust" 
clause*. Sir Vownnji Jrfrmytr moviti that the provismn l»y which income arising to 
any person by viituo of n settlement or disposition, revocable or irrevocable, from 
assets remaining the property of the settler nr di-poser would he deemed to bo the 
income of the settler or disposer. Bir Cownsji believed lh.it Irusis, unlike iu Englund, 
in (his country were not mud is for evading taxation. Hit also referred to tho amend¬ 
ment to tho income Tax Act ramio in 11)117 in this respect and pointed out that lho 
19117 amendment which was expected to yield about '.to lakhs did iu fact only yield 
about 2 lakhs. This, iio said, would show that (hero was Fnally very littla that 
could bo got from this source. Mr. Chambers opposing tho ainendrauat slated the 
intentions behind thepiesont provision. 

DEstwcuno.v or Anti-Indian Mtuonub 

Ho had not conotudnd when tho IIouso took up consideration of tho adjournment 
motion tabled by Sj, Shit Prakash to discuss. 

Si. Sri Prakuiht, in moving tho adjournment motion, censured tho Govornment 
for associating thcwnlves through tho Commandor-in-Chief with n memorial bearing 
an inscription in which Indians who fought against them have beea described as 
“mutineers", 8j. Sri Prakash'u speech wusi tbo must impressive of lbo day and tho 
motion was passed without a division. 

•'Would my hontmriibln friends”, said fij. Kri pjiikntn, "want mo <o raise a 
memorial at tho Khuni Itarurua (in Delhi) whom tradition says hundreds of my 
people worn shot at tho caimans’ mouth from day to day and about which it is said 
when tho valiant General found one tiny only DO were mailable ho added his own 
Kbansama so that tho quota of hundred tn'ghk bo mmio up V” 

“I have no objection io memnriuhi being raised to tho fallen gallant and bravo 
men on either side", said Mr. Sri I’rnkosu. “If the memorial was snored to the 
memory of (he bravo jn«n who fought and died there in 18Ji8 inslead of lamentation 
we will have rrinumhninco and instead of pity, pruiso. If such weio the language 
of the memorial I would have no ohjeotinu hut when ono side is referred to as 
routineers ond ns enemies and praise for gallantry is only reserved for ope sidu then 
I have my objections. It's not only tho victors who are bravo, tho vanquished may 
bo braver". 

The Income-Tax Amend, litu, { Conti*. ) 

5th. DECEMBER :—Affer n dehato lasting for nearly 2 hours (o-day. the (Jovorn- 
ment accepted tho Congress nmondment the tiust claiiKo (clause J") moved by 
Mr. Santhunnm on Friday. 

Tho amendment sought to providu that tho danse, which proposes to tax certain 
classes of trusts shall not apply to any Income arising to any person by virtue of a 
satllement or disposition which wus not recoverable for n period exceeding f? years 
or during tho lifetime of the person and from which income the settlor or disposer 
derives so direct or indirect benefit. 

After Mr. Chamhrs had concluded hla speech on tlm trust oianso which ho 
began on Friday evening^ Mr. A. C. ftntta, Deputy E'jcsidulit, supported tho amend¬ 
ment os tho lesser ovil in view of tho fuut that the nmondment to dtduto the 
danse won not moved. 

Mr. N. C. Chnndrr (Congress), supporting tho amendment declared, that Mr. 
Chambers in opposing tho Hill wna going from ono argument of despair to Another. 
Ho s aid that norm of tho reported ciiscb on tlm subject of Wakfs in High Courts 
would lend support to tlm position enunciated by Mr, Chambers. 

Mr. fiulfiMm De/ini explained that tho proposed amendment did cover the aspect 
raised by Mr. .finnali but in Older to clarify it bo suggested that tho words "but 
that tho settler shall bn liable to ho assessed on the said income as and when tho 
power to rtmikn arises to him,” he added At the end of tiro proposed proviso. 

Sir Jamrt Orif/j, while accepting tho amendment, felt that tho amendment would 
leave loopholes for evasion and said that ho would r(HerVO tho tight to remedy tho 
loopholes that might bo discovered in tha clausa with tho proposed amendment. 

Ad iotcresiing situation developed in tlm afternoon, in which tho mover and 
supporters remained neutral on thoir own amendment and allowed it to sutler a 
heavy defeat, Mr. Brtprskana (Congress) moved an amendment tho effect of which 
would bo to impose an obligation on banks and monwy-Seadors to furnish returns 
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yearly to the income-tax authorities of all clients who received interest op to Rs. SCO 
a Tear instead of Rs. J.COO as at present. Mr. Sripraktsa characterised fbe new 
requitement as an inquisitorial one and said that if tbe authorities suspected fraud 
and wanted to avoid it. it was up to thf-m to do the work themselves instead of 
baldening the banks and moneylenders with it 

Sir Jamrt Grip/} said the provision was intended to avoid badgering of individual 
assesv-e, Nor was the work involved very great or of a bieb order. The clerks, who 
would prepare tbe lists were Dot going to be paid large salaries. Sir James said, be 
realised however there was a great deal of feeling about this question and Government 
would, therefore, content themselves with a limit of Rs. 400 instead of Rs 300, 

^irorai Veniatachatarn Chetty made a spirited reply to Sir James and said what 
Sir Hofsi Mody bad suggested was that io order to famish the yearly list that 
the Bill wanted one bank alone with which he was connected would have to go 
through 70/03 entries in order to find out which of the costomers were paid as 
interest of Rs. 200. Surely, the Finance Member did not mean to say that bank 
could not have 70.COO customers fcheers). Was there a provision parallel to this in 
any other country in the world V he asked. Was ti the intention to treat Indians 
as a species of criminal tribes V Why sbou'd this rale be made in India alone ? 

Mr. M. S. Aney developed this point farther and asked whether tbe department 
could famish figures to the house shoving what revenue bad been obtained by the 
depaitment wi*h the help of tbe present rule which would otherwise have gone 
nnpaid. Whboot these figures tbe House could never arrive at a correct estimate of 
the justification for the change now sought to be made, 

Mr. Sri Praiata at this stage asked leave to withdraw bis amendment. Leave was 
refused and the amendment was put to vote and rejected by 41 votes to 10 The 
Congress party including tbe mover and tbe European group remained neutral, 
while the Congress Nationalists voted for the amendment and a few members of tbe 
ifus'im League Party divided their votes between the two sides. 

The House, thereafter, agreed to clause 21 with the amount fixed at Rs. 400 
instead of Rs. 200 fired io the original Bill. 

Clause 21 was next passed and the Hooso took op consideration of danse 23 
dealing with compulsory returns made by assessees after a general notice has been 
issued by the income-tax-officer. 

Sir. Lalchand Karalral moved for the deletion of tbe provision for compulsory 
returns. He asserted that this would cause very great inconvenience and hardship to 
the assessee, while the income-tax officers would be relieved of their responsibility 
which they have been discharging so far. People in India, be pointed out, were not 
so educated as in England. Tbe concession made by the Select Committee, be felt, 
was not enough. It would not do to merely provide for tbe exemption for penalties 
of those who have incomes up to Rs. 3,500 per annum only. 

Consideration sf clause 23 was not over when the President adjourned the 
Bouse. 

Agreement on Changes is Btu, 

Embodying the agreement referred to by the Finance Member in the Assembly 
between ihe Congress Party, tbe Muslim League Party and the Government, six 
amendments have been tabled by Mr. J, F. gheehy and Sir. S. T. Chambers to Clauses 
4. 5 and 49 of the Income-Tax Bill. 

The first amendment seeks to amend the provisn to Cianse 4 iA) in the following 
manner : 

“Provided farther that in the case of a person not ordinarily resident in British 
India, income, profits and gains which accrue or arise to him without British 
India shall not be so included (in assessment) unless they are derived from a 
business controlled in or a profession or vocation set op in British India or unless 
they are brought into or received in British India by him daring sneb year.” 

The second amendment proposes to add the following proviso to the same Clause : 
“Provided further that if any year tbe amount of income accruing or arising with¬ 
out British India exceeds the amount brought into British India in that year there 
shall not be included in the assessment of the income of that year so much of 
such excess as does not exceed Rs. 4,500.'* 

The following amendment is to Clause 5 of the Bill j 

*A Company is resident in British India in any year, (A) if the control and 
management of its affairs ia suitable wholly in British India in that year, or (B) 
if its income arising io British India in that year exceeds Us income arising without 
British India in that yeax,” 
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In the same Clause, the following further amendment is to bo mado: 

“For the purposes of this Act, (A) an individual is 'itot ordinarily resident’ in 
British India m any year if ho has uot ba«n resident io British India in any years 
preceding that year or if ho has not during tho sovuu years proceeding that year 
been in British India for ft period of or for periods amounting in all to mors than 
two years; (Bj a Hindu midividsMi family is doomed to bo ordinarily resident in 
British India, if its manager is ordinarily resident in British India 1 (C) a company, 
firm or other association of persons is ordiimrily resident in British India il it is 
resident in British India". 

Clause 49 is sotight to bo amended of tho following provisio ; 

“Provided farther that where nn assesseo has boon assessed In respect of income 
arising outside British India in a country tho laws of whidi prohibit or restrict 
tho remittance of money to British India, tho Income-Tax Officer shall not treat 
tho assessed as in default in respect of that part of tho tax which is duo in respect 
of that amount of his iaeome which, by reason of snob prohibition or restriction, 
cannot ho brought into British India, and shall cootimio to treat tho assesseo as not 
in default in respect of such part of tho tux untill tho prohibition or restriction is 
removed. 

‘'Explanation : For tho purpose of this section income shall bo deemed to have 
been brought into British India if it has boon utilised or could have been utilised 
for tho purposes of any expenditure Mutually incurred by tho assessed without 
British India or if tho income, whether capitalised or not, has boon brought into 
British India in any form." 

Tho following new aeolion numbored Clause dD (D) Is added : 

"When income-tax is payable in respect of any income arising without British 
India in a country thu laws of which do not provide for any relief in respeot of 
income-tax charged in British Indin. tho amount of tax shall bo reduced by one- 
half or by an amount equal to one-half of tho Income-tax payable in that country 
in respect of that iucomo, whiuhssvor is tho less." 

6th. DECEMBER :—The powor given to inooiao-tax ofilcors to exempt certain 
assessors from submitting returns of income under Section 23 of tho Act and to 
presume that ceriain returcB mado aro "incorrect and incomplete” was strongly 
criticised in tho course of discussion on Clause 2d. Mr, Lalchand Navatrai and 
Pandit K. K, Haiaviya movod amendments fer the deletion of tho words giving 
this powor to the income-tax officers. 

Mr. Chambers admitted that the language of tho clause was liable to be mis- 
ferj.ruled. Ho undertook to mnko suilablo amendments in tho Upper House in 
tho tight of tho criticisms made hero. Tho amendment wore thereafter withdrawn. 

AVti.it constituted a separation of a joint Hindu family and whether the Income- 
Tax Officer should have tho discretion to decide whether separation had taken 
place were questions which led to a lively discussion during the debate on Clauso BO. 

Mr. Bajoria moved an amendment by which ho sought lo remove what ho 

considered to bo thu harassment that was caused to members of joint Hindu 
families under goetion 2b (A) of tho Incomo-Tnx Act, according to which 

tho Income-Tax Officers was empowered to satisfy himself as (o fhe fact that 

a partition had beon affected. Mr. Bajoria wanted tho deletion of tho portion by 
which tho Incomo-Tnx Officer should satisfy himsoll that “a separation of tho 
members of the family has lalron place’’ Ho pointed out that this led to Income- 
Tax Officers demanding proof of partition by motes and bounds, liuia demanding tho 
impossibio, especially when such partition by metes and bouDtls could not 
bo affected. 

Tho boo. Sir N. S’. Sircar, intervening, referred to the law as it stood which 
would be satisfied with an unequivocal declaration of tho intention to separate. But 
in practice this declaration was not acted upon and tho other "symptoms,'’ of the 
joint Hindu family, such a common worship and the common kitehoa remained 
up-affected. It was therefore necessary that the Income-Tax Officer should satisfy 
himself that real separation had taken plaeo. 

Mr, Bhulabhai Deeai , in vigorously supporting tho amendment, said he was amazed 
at the Law member's contention. What Jio asked was meant by separation in respect 
of property, which it was physically impossibio fo separata as, for instance, a snare 
certificate in a null ? Was it contended that a pioco of paper should ba cut up into 
parts in order to prove that separation bad taken place ? 1 

The amendment was passed without a division and tho House adjourned. 
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7ih. DECEMBER:—The penally that income-tar authorities are empowered 
under section 23 of the Act to impose if any person failed to furnish an accurate 
return of his incoma was to-day reduced by iho Assembly, The Bill provided for a 
penalty not exceeding twice the amount of income-tax or super-tax due. Fiearai 
i'tmkalachalam Chetty proposed that it should be equal to the amount due. Sir 
James Grigg suggested ona and half times the amount and the House accepted it. 

On Mr. Laichand Kavalrai's motion the House agreed to the addition of a 
proviso that the Income-tax Officer shall not impose any penalty under this section (28J 
without the previous approval of the inspecting assistant commissioner. 

Mr. Sri Prola$a moved an amendment suggesting the provision of a time limit 
of 30 days, within which the snm of income-tax and penalty demanded by the 
authorities shall be pavabie. He pointed out that the absence of a time limit would 
result ia assessees being called upon to pay at 3 days' notice or even one day's 
notice as bad happened in this case. A time limit, he contended, was all the more 
necessary, because the system of payment of income-tax by instalments was not 
adopted in India as in America. 

Sir James Grice declared that what he objected to was generalising on the 
conduct of the whole class of public servants, because of specific cases of petty 
tyranny, which he admitted might exist. Such petty tyranny, he further admitted, 
might express itself in giving very short notice to the assessees. Against this, 
however, exhortations had been addressed in a departmental circular in April last 
year impressing on income-tax officers and the staff to give assessees sufficient time. 
He nrged the mover to be content with this action taken by the department. 

Mr. Srtprakusa withdrew his amendment. 

Clauses 34 to 45 were passed rapidly by the House, During the discussion on 
clause 41 the House rejected, by 42 votes to 8, Mr. Lalchand Natalrai's amendment 
which sought to give notice to the nssessee when the officer, appellate assistant 
commissioner or commissioner desired to record evidence of witnesses against the 
said assesses. Mr. Aney, supporting tho amendment, pointed oat the desirability of 
allowing these enquiries to be like ordinary [tolice investigation. 

The House next accepted by C4 votes to 45 Su-ami I’cakatachaiam Chctty's 
amendment to delete the provision by which the Income-tax Officer was entitled to 
visit premises of assessees for the purpose of making enquiries. 

Clause ty had been disposed of when the Assembly rose for the day. 

8th. DECEMBER:—The Assembly continued the debate on Clause 4 of the 
Income-Tax B ll to day. Mr. it. S. Amy moved an amendment to provide that tar shall 
oolv le levied on sums brought into, or received by the assesseo its British India. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Drsat made a detailed exposition of the considerations which 
weighed with him and with Mr. Jinnah in accepting the agreement on Clause 4 
and the other important clauses. He drew Mr. Ansy's attention in particular to 
the observation that he {the speaker) had made in his speech on the first reading 
of the Bill. He had then made it clear that bis miod was open on Clause 4 and 
had sta'vd alternative grounds, either of opposition to. or a modification of the 
clause. Modification was then within his contemplation though be bad not any 
prophetic vision of the dramatic offer which was later made by the Finance Member. 
The clause, lie emphasised, did not raise any question of ethics or of right suid 
wrong but one of fiscal policy, which depended on a weighing of pros and cons 
and gains and losses. 

Mr. Desai dwelt on some of the gains in the agreed amendments and referred to 
the abolition of all distinction between domiciled and non-domiciled residents both 
individuals and companies. A large nember of Europeans lived practically all their 
life in the country, and made their fortune in this country but claimed that their 
domicile was elsewhere and, thus, owed no obligations by way of taxation in this 
country. That was now removed and any one living in India for more than two 
years out of seTeo was to be taxed in the same way as a domiciled resident. 
Similarly, large foreign companies, which operated in India but were registered and 
controlled outside, used to escape taxation. Now it haj been agreed that, whether 
controlled from outside or not, any company which made the bulk of its-fortune in 
India, that ia 51 per cent of it, then that 51 per cent of it would be taxed. ' 

As regards the taxing of foreign income, a distinction must be remembered 
between income from trade and income from investment From all quarters, Mr. 
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Dssat said, ho had toon informed that {axing of invostmont abroad was a proper 
measure in the interest of India, It would prevent the llight of capital, which was 
sorely needed in this country. Income from trade must again he divided into 
income from ordinary small trade aud income from very largo businesses. 
The small trader who needed protection had been protected by the exemption 
granted to incomes upto Rs. 4,500, As for agricultural income from Burma, 
the Hotiso must remember the distinction between income from land acquired 
as a part of money-lending business and income from land inherited as 
ancestral property. Mr. Desai contended that ovory consideration and attention bad 
boon paid to ovory class of interest which was legitimately entitled to fight for 
exemption. Referring to emigrant Indians, Mr. Desai fully associated himself with 
the condemnation of the Government for tlioir failure to protect them ; bot that 
was a different proposition, tinder the Bill now, any Indian trader, who was not 
resident at all in India, would not come within its scope, but if bo came into India 
for a period which worked out at about three months in the year, then he became 
a resident. 

Explaining the reasons which actuated him to support the agreement that had 
been arrived at, Mr. A/. A, Jinna/t declared that as tar ns the change over to the 
accrual basis was concerned, llujro _ whs no question of principle except perhaps as 
to the method followed. Thu remittance basis had boua tried for many years and 
many loopholes had been discovered in it, Tlioro were people who did not pay 
any incomo-tax at all. Ho explained that a man could instruct his banker in thu 
United Kingdom to invest lifty or seventy.[We lakhs there and go free of incomo- 
tax on that amount. Continuing. Mr. Jionah said that lie emphatically would not have 
supported the clause as it originally stood evon though cortain advantages ware 
offered, because of the distinction that was created between domioiio and non-do- 
ciio, and the enormous hardships tlmt would necruo to Indian nationals trading 
abroad. But h@ pointed out that tho offer that was made by tho Pinnace Member 
and the successful results of tho conference that followed, had alterod tho situation. 
No party, he declared, could get sixteen annas from a compromise. Proceeding, 
Mr. Jiuliah (said ha was of tho opinion tiiat it was not reasonable to argue I hut 
lakhs and lakhs ol Indians abroad would bo affected adversely. Who 
were tho traders abroad, ho asked, who would bo thus a (Tooled V Hu reminded lim 
House that the modilicatioos offeoted ropmi in only tho millionaires. Why should 
not such men, ho asked, contribute to tho Indian revenues V Whether tire knife 
falls on the melon or tho melon fulls on tho knife, ho Said, it would bo tile melon 
which would bo cut. Therefore, it was necessary to soo tlmt tho melon was cut 
whore it was most juicy. Mr. Jinnah explained tho improvement that had boon made 
by the agreement and declared thut it was not merely a gain on principle ; there 
were substantial gains. 

Mr. A. Aikman, leader of tho European Oroup, regretted that ho could 
not support tho amendment before tho flotiso. Quoting Mr. Blmlabhai 
Desai he said that there was no question of ethics involved in tho question as to 
whether or not tho accrual basis should bo accepted. Mr. Desai had also shown 
that really no hard and fast lino could bo drawn between tho accrual basis on 
the one band and tho remittance basis on tho oilier. 'J'lieso phrases had como to 
bo attached to certain bases of taxation but by tbomsolvcs they really had no 
distinct meaning. As Mr. Desai had explained, tllo exact meauiog io cither case 

inevitably depended on tho nature of tho arrangement madu. In other words 

whatever basis was adopted, might be modified in its inoidunce, or tho reverse,' 
by the exact scheme of tho iucome-tox law of the country that levied lares on 
income. “Whatever our views on tho original proposal—and none of us approach 

the problem from qaiio the same angle, as Mr. lihulabhai Deani has said an 

the piopoxul now before os, a very large measure of agreement had been reached 

The leader of tho Congrchs Nationalist Party does not agreo with it, but has 
stated his case in a manner (hat everyone, even among his opponents, will respect 
Bot 1 will suggest to him that ho has achieved his object. Ho has given the 
House an opportunity to hoar the Leaders of tho two largest Parties explain tbeir 
case and how the compromise was arrived at," 

Mr. Aneg't amendment was tost by 84 voloa to 13, 

The Bouse next rejected without a division Sir Cowasji Jeha-ngir's amendment 
which sought to exempt from Use operation of tho Bill those incomes which were 
tbe result of activities for tho period from 1U33 to the date oo which the Bill 
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rxtnt in to force. Sr Otrwasji potnted out tbit this would give fcr»gn trader* 
and it rector* a chance to adjust their position. 

Mr, Artec's amendment, by which agricultural income accruing or arising In 
Entrsb Burma and Indian Stai»s won Id not be included in the income or profits or 
gam* for ■ period of free year* front the date on which the Biil would come into 
/tree, wa* aiso rejected without a division. 

Before rising for the day. the Assembly accepted the agreed amendment to 
danse 4 by which the proviso would now real s “Provided further that in the 
case of a person not ordinarily resident in British India, income, profits and gains 
which aocroe or arise to him without British India shall not be so included unless 
they are derived from a business controlled in. or a profession or vocation set up in, 
India or unless they ire brought into or received in British India by bim daring 
such a year.” The Assembly then adjourned. 

5th. DECEMBER :—Die Assembly passed to-day the second of the agreed amendments 
to the Income-Tax Bill, providing “that if in any year the amount of income accruing 
or arising without British India exceeds the amount brought into British India in 
that year, there shall not be included in the assessment of the income of that year 
so much of such excess as does not exceed Rs. 411X1” 

An attempt was made bv Sirdar Sant Singh to raise the limit from Ri 4300 
to either Rs. 10AM) or Rs. 73GO but his amendment was rejected without a division. 

Clause 4 of the Bill was then passed amidst cheers. 

During consideration of Clause 5, the House accepted two more of the agreed 
amendments, both moved by Mr. Chambers. By the first a companv's residence in 
British India was defined as follows ; ‘-A company is resident tn British India in 
any year (a) if the control and management of its affairs is situated wholly in 
British India in that year exceeds its income arising without British India in that 
year." 

The second amend men t provided that “for the purposes of this Act (a) an indi¬ 
vidual is ‘not ordinarily resident’ in British India in nine out of the ten years pre¬ 
ceding that year, or if* be has not daring the seven years preceding (bat'year been 
in British India for a period of, or for periods amounting in all to, more than two 
vears; fb) a Hmdn undivided family is deemed to be ordinarily resident in British 
India if its manager is ordinarily resident in British India; and (c| a company, firm 
or other association of persons is ordinarily resident in British India." 

The debate on the amendment resolved itself into a series of questions and 
answers between the Finance Member and oiher members, by which an effort was 
made to elucidate the conditions nnder which an individual became ’‘ordinarily 
resident” in India. “The accumulation of negatives" io the clause, as the Finance 
Minister described it. had the effect of tying many of the members into knots, 
leading to many differing interpretations. 

Tee House then accepted the last two of the agreed amendments. The first 
provided : “That where an assesses has teen assessed in respect of income arising 
outside British India in a country, the laws of which prohibit or restrict the 
remittance of money to British India, the Income-Tax Officer shall not treat the 
assessee as in default in respect of that amount of bis income which, by reason of 
rach prohibition or restriction cannot be brought into British India, and shall con- 
tinoe to treat the assessee as not io default in respect ol such part of the tax until 
the prohibition or restriction is removed. 

‘ Explanation : For the purposes of ibis section, income shall be deemed to have 
been brought into British India if it has been utilised or coaid have been utilised 
for the purpose* ol any evpenJitare actually incurrel by the assessee withoot 
British India or if the income, whether capitalised or not, has been brought into 
British India in any form.” 

Mr, if. 8. Anry moved an amendment to provide that when the prohibition or 
restriction was removed, the Income-tax officer might in his discretion order that 
the amount assessed daring the period of prohibition restriction might be paid in 
instalments. This, he said, was to avoid any hardship that might be caused to the 
Meuse* in being called upon to pay the accumulated income-tax in a tump. 

85r James Origg gave the assurance that instructions would be issued to Income- 
tax Officer* not only to otder payment in instalments, where necessary In these 
cases, but also to allow for any exchange depreciations daring the years of prohi¬ 
bition or restriction. Mr. Aney withdrew his amendment. 

15 
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The other amendment proposed Iho addition of tho following new clause as 49-D : 
"When income-tax lias boon paid by deduction or otherwise in respect of any 
income arising without British India, in a country tho laws of which do not provide 
for any roliof in respect of any income-tax charged in British India, the amount of 
the tax shall bo reduced by ono-hnlf or by an amount equal to ono-balf of the 
income-tax paid in that country in respect of that income, whichever is tho less”. 

On Mr. Chambers 1 motion, the Assembly passed a lengthy new clause, applying 
to superannuation funds, the provisions relating to provident funds. The IIonso then 
adjourned. 

10th, DECEMBER ;—Orthodox advocates of tho joint Hindu family system put up 
a strenuous fight to-day for a special form of taxation for such families, but frilled to 
carry their point. Mr. Bnjona moved that in the caso of a Hindu undivided family, 
the tax payable on tho total income shall bo eomputod ns tho aggregate of tho taxes 
payable by its individual adult male members as if such members had separated 
and had boon taxed accordingly. Mr. Bajoria pointed out that if tho joint Hindu 
family separated, tho tax would bo computed on each individual share instead of on 
the total fnmtiy property, Tho Act was thus bringing pressure on joint Hindu 
families to separate in ordor to got the bonullt of such individual assessment. Why, 
ho asked, should a fiscal enactment *ouk to disrupt an ngo-old system with ail its 
advantages? There was no dilttciilty, ha assorted, in ascertaining, at a given point 
of timo, tho share tiiat eaoh member of a joint Hindu family bad of tho family 
property. 

Sir N. N. Sircar explained tho result of tho amondmont. He assumed a family 
with a propnrty of Ifs, 40,(XX) and four brothers, one adult and the other threw 
minora. Under the amondmont, which left the thrno shares of tho minors to go 
free, only its. 10,000 would bo taxed. 8ir N, N. 8iroar pioecoded to quote an 
authority on joint Hindu family property, Recording to which tin; share of members 
of such family was always a variable' and fluctuating llguro, which diminished or 
increased with a birth or death in tho family. Under Milalislmru law, an infant iw 
soon ns It was horn, acquired n right in the properly of She family, lie had heard 
it from thoso competent to speak that the amount of inuome-tux derived from joint 
Hindu families was about lis. 1 and n half erores, and tho loss that the amendment 
might causo might bo about Ks, 20 Ink hi, 

Mr. Aney wished that the Lour Member had treated Iho question more seriously 
instead of speaking from a brief as ho had done. It should bo remembered that 
tho joint Hindu family was controlled and hold together more by sentiment than 
by tho motive of prollt or loss. It tlioreforo deserved spneinl treatment. Ho 
reiterated that, at a given point of time, any lawyer could noouratoly ascertain what 
would bo tho share of a member of a joint Hindu family, Tlio share might be 
altered la future: but so could Iho divisible profits of a company ; and the possibility 
of a future change in tho condition of a company's profits had not been allowed to 
affect tho assessment of that company's tax In n givoa year. As for the possible 
loss to which refereneo had boon made, ho asked iho Houso to remembor also that 
each earning me in her of a Joint Hindu family would have his earnings added on 
to his share in tho family property, resulting probably in a higher rate of tax and 
correspondingly greater revenue. What hi) urged was that tho principle of the 
amondmont should bo accepted and tho Houso could then agree oil a suitably worded 
amendment if tho present amendment was, iw tho Leader of tho iiouso had poiulud 
out, defective. 

Mr. S, K. Sum said that ho wanted to spout plainly and declared that certain 
compromise proposals colored into behind the back of members hka him and changi-d 
the altitude of tho Congress i’arly aud tho House was in diilleultiea in dealing with 
important sections. 

Mr. Drsai explained that the mailer should bo looked at sololy and purely as 
ono relating to proporty. Hindu law, ho emphasised, distinguished essentially 
between joint family proporty. The joint family properly wus a special species of 
proporty, which gave a special credit, reputation and standing to tiio family, and it 
was therefore right that iho whole family should bear Ihs joint liability, lie 
Illustrated his statement by referring to tho ease of u joint Lliudu family with flye 
erores of ni|*.vs as property and engaged in banking business, Tho question of 
division of tho proporty oamo up and he advised uguinst it, but tho division never¬ 
theless did take place, and, soon after, the business collapsed, because the joint 
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credit enjoyed by Ibe family had been shaken after the separation. He was Hindu 
enough to understand the Hindu joint family. But what the amendment would do 
was to provide that in the caoo of a family in which there was do adult male 
member, no tax could bo levied, As for the suggestion that the principle should 
be accepted and verbal alterations made thereafter, Mr. De*ai declared that the 
amendment was impossible of reasonable alteration. The amendment was lost 
without a division. 

In the coarse of discussion on Chase two. the House accepted Mr. ifanu Subedar't 
amendment to ihe definition of “dividend", so as to exclude from taxation cipitai 
profits. Mr. Subolar pointed out that the law that was beiDg enacted was intended 
to tax income aud not capital in an; form or at any time. 

At ten minutes to Gve, the House concluded discussion on clauses, and Mr. 
Shrrhy. in the absence of the Finance Minister, moved without a speech that the 
Bill as amended be passed. 

Supporting the motion, Bfr. Bhulabhai Dttai referred to the suggestions that in 
spito of the linjuovpments m it they could have strangulated the Bill now and 
waited for a future date for a better Bill, and said that to him this did not commend 
itself as a wise step. Under tho present citcumstances, the Bill, as it stood, ho 
asserted, was certainly belter both from the point of view of the tax-gatherer and 
from the point of view of the assessed. There were features of great value in the 

Bill. The honest assesses would get a fairer and sqnarer deal. It appeared to him 
that th>< improvement as regards tho Tribunal and appeal was undoubtedly one of 
which they could feet satisfied. Other features, ho said, included tho new basis 
of taxation of life insurance compaoios and others in which the gains wore financial. 

The failure on the part of those who differed from the majority on certain 
aspects, be continued, was not the result of any unjust action on the part of the 
majority. He believed, now that the Bill had been passed, that both these who 

supported it as well as those who opposed it, would obey it in a spirit of integrity. 

Those who had so far escaped from the scopo of the Act, he hoped, would contri¬ 
bute their portion cheerfally. He admitted that while it was perfectly honourable 
and portedly necessary that a point of view should be pressed in public life, the 

approach to any issue should not be as if nothing else mattered. 

Referring to the part of tho Finance Member and his two colleagues in respect 
of this Bill, he declared that they had placed nnstintingly at the disposal of the 
select committee and the House all their knowledge. He paid a tribute to their 
contribution towards tho agreement on Clause 4 and he hoped that on the question 
of Section 49, which provided for double taxation relief, some day in the near future 
they would bo able to negotiate on a more satisfactory basis. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai appreciated tho co-operation of the European Group with 
other sections of tho House over Clause 4. He pointed oat that the strength of 
any trader in this country would lie in the understanding and goodwill of the 
represent dives of the people of India rather than in statutory “Safeguards”. In 
spite of "Safegnards" trade in a land was only possihie if the people of that land 
fought from the trader. In this connection he drew their attention to tho late Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald's reply to a deputation from Lancashire to whom he said : 
“We "can do everything for vou, but we cannot go to the extent of billetiDg a 
soldier on every Indian for selling your cloth”. Concluding, he reciprocated the 
compliments paid to him by tho Finance Member and said that he had only done 
his duty as an ordinary humble citizen of the country in helping to place on as good 
a footing as possible the law relating to income-tax. The House then adjourned lilt 
the 12th. 

X2lh. DECEMBER The third reading of the Income Tax Amendment Bill 
was fuss'd without division in the Assembly this afternoon. Sardar Sant Singh 
(Congress Nationalist) and Mr. [Jatsaiftbhoy Lialjre were the two members wao 
urged for the Bill being thrown ont on the third reading. Sir A'n'pendra Nath 
Sircar replied to the debate in the absence of Sir James Grigg. 

Sardar Sant Singh opened with a slashing attack on the Congress Party for 
being more royalist than tho King in its support of the Income-Tax Bill. Sir. 
Bhula’ hai Il-sai’s speech on Saturday struck him as being a short Sermon on the 
Mount and he felt that tho Congress Party had so far descended along the slippery 
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*lopo of co-opurnlion ns lo ignore Sir Junsea Origg's tnnnl about tho bonafidos 
ol tho Huuso twine (mt tu tliu test am) Air. Duusi could oven speak of lojal subjects. 

Mr. K, SnntumnH, regarding tlm moxsurti as being on b.ilinco a good one, 
struck a critical note throughout his Hpooch. (Section 4!1, ho particularly de¬ 
plored, with iho opinion of tin* fVivinuiiil <Invoi iimutit.s ranged against it, whilo 
Section 17 smacked of imperial preference in taxation. Ho questioned tho wisdom 
of ictiiiducirig tho Slab System without specifying, through an amen (linen t of thu 
Act. tho particular rate. Hu reminded the Kmiumo Member about bringing pension 
uuder tho scope of tho measure and tho injustice tiotiu lo ludiaiiH in Burma, 

Mr, Ananlanayauam launohed an oven tnnro vigours attuok on tho objectionable 
features of tho Bill. fctoeiinn 4‘J sliuuld not have been thero and under Hie Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, Kir James Origg should havu con suited tho I’rcivfncial tjov- 
ornmuutfi and oMainoii their ooncurrtmco. [tut that, ho felt, was not tho only 
example of diseiirnination. 1’ensiottH o( Brillsh oflioiii's. interest on Bteriing aecuriliea 
and distinctions between British and non-British null-residents seemed a further 
evidence and tlio utmost ho could say about tho measure was that it was llie 
best of a bad bargain forced by Kir James Grigg nmtor threat of witleJiuwul of 
thu muasuro, 

Mr. fntgamurti, winding up thu debate an behalf of tho Congress Party, de¬ 
fended its attitmlo on tho ginned that it iiolinvod in taxation of tho rich fur tho 
benefit of Iho poor but ho, too, toll uneotnfoitnblu about pensions, ngriaiillural 
interests in Burma and Section 40. Kir James Origg, ho thought. deserved commenda¬ 
tion for bunging leave salaries under tho Bill, mid to tlm European Group bo paid a 
tribute for thoir spirit uf DeeiiniiRodntion. Mr. Chambers, whoso appoiiitroerit ho 
had protested iigainst in tho Kmita session lust vem. tun! utmost justified his im¬ 
portation, ho thought, providud ho would traiu an Indian lo succeed him, 

Hir N. N. Sircar, In tho absimuo of Kir James Cirigg, breezily conaludcd iho 
deliato with tho consoling thought that tho only way to dodgo tho new measure 
was nut to huvo any inoomn at all, while Mr. Khoehy and Mr. (dmmbern could not 
expect higher tribute Ilian that thoy had unablod Btr iSiauddin Ahaod to under¬ 
stand thu intricauius of Iho measure. 

Tut Wheat Uiu, 

Tho Assembly was thou adjourned nine din after thu passing of iho Wheat 
Bill imposing an import duty of ono rupee eight nnmw pur hundred weight on wheat 
and wheat liour. 

Hindu Women's Divokoe Biel 

T>r. Dehlimukh's motion for uireulation ot Hindu Women’s Divorce Bill also was 
passed. 

tihai Pnramanand altemplod an adjournmout of tho House lo discuss “tho arrest 
and rough handling by Muslim women police of certain Hindu ladies whilo going 
to perform puja yeHlutday at tho Khiva Templo In Delhi". Bhai Paramanand suid 
that tho right to iiurform puja at tho situ had not been prohibited mid tlioroforo 
thu intuifureoco with tho exorcise of that right had paused a sensation in tho city. 

Tho Prcnidcnt ruled Iho mutton out of order and adjourned Iho House nine die. 



The Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Sfirion—Calcutta—29th- July to 25th. August 1938 

The A atoms Session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly commenced in Calcutta 
on the 29th. July 1938. The Of-ening day was rather quiet, there being do 
opportunity for a trial of strength bat the Opposition whips were in rather jubilant 
mood as things, they giro out, were moving according to their plana. 

There was considerable reshuffling in sitting arrangements. A number of members 
who used to sit ©a the right of the Speaker in the Coalition benches crossed to the 
other side and took their seats among the Opposition members. Notable among 
them were the followers of Mr. Tamijuddin Khan and Mr. Naorher AH. The 
Independent Scheduled Caste group, who under the leadership of Mr. Hem Chandra 
Sartor hare serened their connections with the Goaiitioo group also mo red to the 
left and took their seats in a block assigned to them. 

An innovation was introduced in marking off portions of different blocks by red 
tapes. It was only, it was said, a tentative arrangement and as respective strength of 
different parties and groups would be known more definitely, separate blocks would 
be assigned to different groups doing away with the necessity for such flimsy 
harrier as a tape. 

Awovmnczsr Mono.vs 

Two adjournment motions, one moved on behalf of the Congress Party by 
Mr. Surendra Hath Binear to discuss the alleged omission of the Government to 
devise ways and means to enable the into growers to obtain an economic price for 
jnto and another moved on behalf of the iarishak-Proja Party by Syed Jataiuidia 
Barhrmi, to discuss the alleged indifference and apathy of the Government in the 
matter of affording relief to the people affected by the recent floods in Bengal, were 
disallowed bv the Sp eake r. The Government opposed both the adjonrnment motions, 
explaining that the House would have an opportunity of discussing these matters in 
the coarse of a few days, when considering the Supplementary Budget Estimates of 
the Government. 

Scffukestaet Esuxates 

The bon. Mr. Kalini Banjan Sarkar , Finance Minister, presented the Supplemen¬ 
tary Budget Estimates for the year 1938-39, amounting to about Rs. 49 lakhs. Of 
this sum, one lakh of rupees is required for the remainder of the current year to 
constitute a separate Publicity Department, to be placed in charge of a Director- 
of Public Information, with three Assistant Directors. One lakh will be required for 
the Rural Reconstruction Scheme, five lakhs for the spread of education among the 
Scheduled Castes, Rs. 3o.00G for an emergent grant to the \ ictoria Institution, 
Rs, 50.C<Kl to tackle the Water Hyacinth pest {in connection with which it was 
decided to organise a Water Hyacinth Week during the coming winter), Rs. 50.000 for 
tbs purchase "of a land for a college for Muslim girls in Calcutta, Els. 10 lakhs for 
the initial contribution to the Bengal Famine Insurance Fand and Rs, 30 lakhs for 
loans and advances to the cultivators affected by the recent floods. 

ReFEAUSO A59 Aj£Z5DI5Q BlLL 

The House passed without any division the Bengal Repealing and Amending Rill 
introduced by the boo. Kamab Mutharuff Hosrain. 

Tesasct Bill Eetctced bt Goveb-vob 

The Speaker next read a message from H. E. the Governor of Bengal, returning to 
the two Houses of the Legislature the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill which had beea 
passed by both the Houses in the last session, and recommending an amendment of 
the Bill in respect of the commencement clause of the Bill and also as regards the 
provision regarding suspension of the enhancement of rent for a period of 
ten years. The Boose then adjourned till the 2nd. August, 



118 


f cihcrrr*.— 


THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

No-CflSwnKNCE Motions 

2nd. AUGUSTTho Assembly granted leave io-day to tho movers of ail the 
tea separate “no confidence” motions against tho individual Ministers of the Cabinet, 
The &'p eakrr fixed 4 |>. m, on Monday noxt for taking them tij> one utter another. 
In fixing tho day the Speaker said that in view of the gravity of the issues 
involved and remembering that it was tho fust occasisn whon “no-confidence” 
motions lord been brought hoforo tho House since the inauguration of Provincial 
Autonomy in Bengal, discussion by ail see!ions of tho Hou.su should not bn stifled 
even to tho least extent for want of timo. Tho Opposition groups stood on btoo for 
all tho motions, as many us 110 members rising for the motion. 

Tenancy Bint Amendments Passed 

3rd. AUGUST:—Tho Assembly passed Oils afternoon without any opposition tho 
two amendments to tin) Bengal Tenancy Amendment Hill suggested in tho Bengal 
Governor's message to tin) Legislature. Those amendments related to tho commence¬ 
ment clause and the provisions regarding suspension of unhanuumont of rent. 

t'o -operative Societies Biel 

On tho motion of llm Ison. Mr. M. B. Mullick , Co-operative Credit Minister, the 
Assembly referred to a fvdeot Committen l|io Bengal Cu-nporativo Sooiotios Bill liliS. 
A motion moved by tho Opposition Keeking to circulate tho Bill for eliciting public 
opinion was negatived without a division, Tho House then adjourned till tho 5th. 

5tb. AUGUST :—Tho proceedings were dull and unexciting to-day but tho ques¬ 
tion luxir somewhat lively. Several members asked questions ill Bengali and one of 
tlm Ministers replied in Bengali adding to tlio humour of Iho situation. 

The House, alter interpellations, was almost deserted mid the members were 
found in tho lobbies discussing llm possiblo result of tlio fiitofui day when thoro 
would l>o stock-taking,ol the lluq Cabinet. 

The Money-Lenders’ Bill 

The Assembly referred to a Select Committoo tho Bengal Money-J^eulcra' Bill, 
)9i!8, which sought to regulate rooncy-loandiiig business in llm provinco. The Select 
Commllfeo was iiistiimted to submit its report by August ]&. An amendment by 
Mr, /?. /’ Khaitan for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon Was 
negatived wilhunt any division, Tlio Htmso then adjourned till Iho Bill. 

No-Coshpence Motions on Minihtkhs 

flth. AUGUST :—Tlio House met to-day in an atmosphere of wild 
exciloment in and outside tlm JioiiRO. Tho puhiio galleries Worn overcrowded and 
thcro was a very largo attendance, tho members being present almost in their full 
slrungih. Mr. phanottjoy Boy fIndependent Bchcdolcd Ossie) moved that the House 
bail no t.nnfideneo in tlio lion, tho Maharaja Sritth Chandra Navdy of Cossimbazar, 
Minister for Communicalious. Tho apcecbos wore limited to two, namely- hy tho 
rnnvor himself and tho Ministor connerncd. Tho motion was defeated by i30 voles 
to 111. 

An analysis of tho voting on tlio first “no tionfidenco” motion showed (bat 
of She 111 members, who voted in support of tlm motion, 63 bolnnged to tho (.ton- 
gross Party tits full stroogtb)' 18 to tho Krishak Proja Party, 15 to tlio Independ¬ 
ent Scheduled Caste Party, 14 to tho Independent Proja Party (led by Maulvi 
TamixudUin Khan and Kjcd Naushor Ali, ex-Minister), 5 to tho Nationalist Parly, 
2 wore Indian Christians, 2 membors ol the Independent Labour Party, one Anglo- 
Indian and ono representative o! tea garden labour. 

Tho 130 membors who voted against tho motion, included 83 members of tho 
Coalition Party. 23 Europeans, nine Scheduled Caste (numbers, ilio teu Ministers, 
four members of tho Nationalist Party, and two Anglo-Indians. 

Three members rumaiued neutral. Thoy were Maulvi Abdul Hakim (Kiisuk 
Proja Party), Mr. Kazora Ali Mima and Mr. Mahomed Ibrahim of the independent 
Proja Party. Tills made a total of 241 in a Oouno of 200. 

Following the announeetaont of tho result of thy first motion, the Premier, the 
bon. Mr. 4. K. Fnztul Hut] wont out to Iho balcony on tho nuilh side of tlio 
building and acknowledged tho grantings of the crowd outside, which now num¬ 
bered about a Jakb. 
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Mot-ice tba second motion against the fion. Mr. H. S. Suhratrardy , Labour 
Minister, Mr. Aflab Ali (Lat>oar) remarked that during the sixteen months that 
Mr. Mihrawardy bad been in office, be had created amongst Bengal labourers a spirit 
of unrest and discontent, and had created divisions in their ranks by starting rival 
organisations. 

♦supporting tbe motion Mr. Sanlath fu»ar Batu t Congress) severely criticised 
the general policy of tbe present Cabinet as a whole. In considering the question 
of the genera! policy of the present Cabinet, remarked Mr, Base, the fiist thing that 
struck them was Uie otter failure of tbe Ministers to redeem the larger number of 
promises made by them from time to lime on the floor of the House in order to 
keep them in position and power. He referred to what be characterised as the 
‘•otter failure, 'he utter inefficiency and the utter incapacity” which had overtaken 
tbe Cabinet to bring about any good whatsoever to the countryside of Bengal. Mr. 
lia.su asked the Cabinet to ponder how long they would continue to be in office with 
the support of tbe European Group in tbe House and he asked the European Groop 
to ponder whether they would perpetually take apon themselves the onus of 
deciding which form of Grvernment there should be in this Province. He charged 
tbe Ministry with favouritism and nepotism of tbe worst type. 

Tbe altitude of tbe European Group towards tbe present Ministry, and specially 
in respect of tbe ‘ no-confidence'' motions against it, was explained by Sir Georgt 
Varnpbtil, leader of the Group, Sir George Campbell claimed that his party had a 
definite stake in the couutiy, and bad a definite interest in its welfare. If they did 
net take their fullest part in the debate in the House, they would be shirking their 
duty. “We have no more association with the Government’, declared Sir George, 
“than with any other Party in this House. Our interest is to see that theie is good 
Government in tins Province. We have a Ministry, which has been in office for the 
last sixteen months’ consisting of five Hindus and five Mussalmans, and f venture to 
say that they have carried on tbe Government of this Province to the best of their 
ability”. Proceeding, Sir George said that his criticism of the Ministry included a 
feeling that they were sometimes influenced by communal reasons, that they tended to 
rush the business of this House, that their reception of tbe recommendations of 
the Public services Commission was not always satisfactory and their departmental 
administration left much to be desired. 

On tbe credit side, Sir George said, the Ministry had done well in handling 
Finance and the administration of Law and Order. But he expressed regret (hat 
they had petbsps failed to stop the demonstration which took place that very day, 
Mr Geotge praised the restraint displayed by the Congress in deciding not to stage 
a counter-demonstration that day. Mr George ventured tbe opinion that his party 
m cbt Gnl it difficult to trust a new Ministry, which might iuclufe members whotiad 
severed their allegiance from the Party under whose wings they had entered the 
Assembly. 

Sir George next dealt with his Party's views about the Congress and said that it 
would be disastrous if the door was ever irrevocably shat so as to deprive the 
great Hindu Parly from sharing in the Government of the Province. He pointed 
out that when the new Constitution eame into being on April I. I9i>7, the Congress 
was not iu a position to join in a Coalition Government and this led him and his 
Party to consider the possible danger of a Congress Government in this Province 
being dictated to ly a central Congress Commiitce. He wanted the House to 
witntss such examples as they found in this conienttoiary history of other Provinces 
in India. Mr George also commented upon wbat seemed to him a confusion 
in the mind of the t oogrvss, a confusion of British trading interests with the British 
Government. British trading intercsls in the past had at times their own difficulties 
with the British Government and they were now no part of that Government. It had 
been the object of tbe Coop ess. added the speaker, to obtain concession from the 
British Government. Could tfiev gain the trust of the British community by similar 
methods V Sir George made it cfear that, as it had been the declared policy of the 
European Party to support tbe Ministry so tong as it aeted on constitutional lines, 
they could not'possibly commit tbe inconsistency of not supporting the Coalition 
Guvcrcnieat at this critical juncture. 

A litfj ed Pmcnist or votes 

Before the discussion of the ‘No-Confidence' motion against Mr. H. S. SuhtawarJy 
hi! concluded, the Assembly silting was abruply adjourned by the hoo. tbe S'p eii '“ r 
tnl to-morrow owing to the great confusion and uproar which prevailed in the 
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liouse, as a sequel fo the allocation rondo by a member of tlio Coalition Parly that 
tho Opposition Groups bad resorted to purchasing tho votes of some of the 
supporters of the Government with a fairly big amount of money. 

This allegation was stonily repudiated by tho Loaders of tho different Groups 
constituting tho Opposition, who demanded that tho member concerned must disclose 
further details in this connection und substantiate bis allegation. The Speaker at 
this slago intervened saying that be would hold no enquiry to-morrow morning 
before the sitting of tho Assembly in tho afternoon, and would not permit any 
discussion at this stage. 

8th. AUGUST i— Tho debate on tho no confidence motion was delayed n considera¬ 
ble time to-day because tho Speaker and oilier members wero busy with the sitting of 
the Privilege Committee which considered the allegation made by Sir. Abdur Rahman 
SUltiitfui on the previous day. 

The allegation namely that currency notes to -tho tune of abont Rs. H,dOO had 
passed in half notes to a member of tho Ministerialist party with an accompanying 
note from a 'star’ member of the Opposition to tho effect that in tho ovent of bis 
voting with tho Opposition on tho no-conlidenco motions ho would bo giving tho other 
half-notes plus an additional sum of its. 1,5 DO. This caused a good deal of sensation 
and after a number of points of order had been raised and tho House had adjournal 
twice, the episode ended happily. Mr. Abdur R ihainnn Biddlqui tendered an unquali¬ 
fied apology in regard to ono of the charges. Tho matter still rested in the Privileges 
Committee. •• 


Nc-Cosfjdencs on Labour Minister 

The Hoose than took tip the no-confidence motion against Mr. Suhrawardy. Mr 
Karat Chandra Base, lender of tho Opposition asked the Bponkur to give full 
opportunity for debate on tho present motion for on tho other nine motions tho 
Opposition would not have any debnlo and most propaMy tho motions would bo 
withdrawn. In consultation with thu Louder of the House it was dooidud that tho 
debate should bo concluded by to-morrow, * 

10th. AUGUST After three bouts* heated debafa tho motion of on-confidence 
was rejected by tho iloitso without a division. The Uouso similarly rejected the 
next “no confidence” motion moved by Mr. /’, It. Thaknr (taohmlulud Castes) against 
Mr. A/. B Mullick , Minister for Co-operation. Tho seven other motions of “no 
confidence 11 against the oilier Ministers were not moved. Tho House then adjourned 
till Monday next. 

•Supporting the “no-confidenoo” motion against tho Labour Minister, Sir, S. P. 
Mukherji (independent) contmenird generally on tho policy and programme of the 
present Government of Jk'iigil. Hu said : **TfiO debuto which wo have had daring 
tho last few days has given us several lossons. But I think that tho most outstanding 


•Jn marked contrast with tho situation yesterday, all was qniot to-day, and public 
interest in the Assembly dwindled following tho Oovornraours victory last night. 
Nevertheless, excitement still p* evaded in parliamentary circles, and whilo about 
forty members of tho Opposition spent the night yesterday is an undisturbed at¬ 
mosphere >n tho Assembly building, hostile demonstrations wore reported to have 
been staged in front of the houses of Bengal M. L. A *8 including that of Mr. 
J. C. Gupta, Congress Chief Whip, till late at night. Tharo was, however, no 
serious trouble anywhere, nailing for police intorvontion. 

Reports of the •‘no-conlidenco" dobato eclipsed all other nows in local news-papers 
all of which laid spoeial stress on the fact that tho Europeans wore tho deciding 
factors in yesterday’s fight, ono paper using tho headline “Completely at tha mercy 
of Europeans”, and another “Victory secured with non-Indian support”, leaving 
aside thu European votes numbering 22, tho respective) strengths were: Ministerial 
Early 107, Opposition III. 

Although elaborate police arrangements bad boen made in tho City, including 
the surrounding* of ttio Assembly building, loss than a hundred people woro present 
In thu Maidan or in front of tho Assembly at 2-30 p, m, and no hartal was observed. 

It is recalled that in tho lodlots which had boon broadcast by the Khilafat 
Committee and tho Provincial Muslim League during tho last two days, the public 
Were invited to observe a hartal and demonstration on August 8 and 9. 
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Jes9oo is the fact tint, whatever they may say on behalf of the supporters of the 
present Ministry the Ministers do cot enjoy the confidence of the majority of 

elected Indian members of the House. That is a tact—and not a conjecture_which 

cannot be challenged by any body, either inside or outside this House. It is indeed 
an irooy of fate that the Chief Minister—a great diearner of dreams, of lions and 
tigers of Thaneswar and Panipat, of Siraj-od-Dowla had at last, when the crucial 
moment came, to defend on the support not of the direct descendants of Clive, bat 
of the mere policy of Clive Street Be that as it may, I believe it is the right of 
every member to ask himself aa to why the Government has lost the confidence of 
the people of this Province and the answer is that daring the last sixteen months 
that they have been in office, the present Government in Bengal has had no con¬ 
structive programme before it for the advancement of the national cause. I believe 
that is at tlie root of the weakness of the present Government. Who will deny that 
the Government started with a great advantage—the advantage of a solvent Finance 
Department ? Who will deny to-day that while the previous Government was 
bankrupt in finance and could not do anything for want of foods, the present 
Government, which has plenty of fands at its disposal, has been bankrupt otherwise ? 

Mr. Mukberji referred to the assaolt on several members of the Boose recently, 
to the demonstrations that had been staged in front of the Assembly building in 
support of tb B Ministry, and to the circulation of several thousands of Inflammatory 
leaflets and pamphlets all over the city and said that the Government of the day had 
‘"abdicated and the city of Calcutta was under the control of goonuas and hooligans”. 
Daring tbo last few days members of the Legislature wero attacked by goondas and 
hooligans, and although police assistance was sought, it was not available 
readily. What was the Home Minister doing and was the Government doing 
scything to bring the hooligans and goondas to book ? Turning to Sir George 
Campbell, leader of the European Group, on whose support, Mr. Mukberji said, 
the Government had been depending for its existence, he remarked : “From Sir 
George Campbell and from anyone else. Bengal expects an answer—whether this 
sort of hooliganism should go da under the present Ministry in Bengal.” 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bom. Leader of the Opposition, remarked that the Criticism 
of the activities of the work of the Mioisiry during the past sixteen months could 
be summed up in three words, '‘want of policy." In the matter of communal 
interest, the activities of the Ministry could be summed op in three words: Raising 
commnr.aJ passion,” Mr. Bose -explained that, in deciding to bring forward the 
‘"no-confidcnce" motions, the Opposition had decided that, if called upon, they would 
be prepared to accept the responsibility of office in order to give effect to a cons¬ 
tructive programme in this Province. Mr. Bose detailed before the House the 
programme which the Opposition would seek to carry out if they were called upon 
to form a Ministry. He announced that the Opposition would select a Muslim 
member of the House as the Chief Minister and that the Ministers wooid not accept 
a salary of more than Rs. 500. 

In setting forth the programme Mr, Bose said: (1) they would make a 
radical change in the antiquated land tenures and revenue system of the province ; 

(i) abolish feudal dues and levies, forced labour and any demand other than rents 
would be made illegal - <3} effect substantial reduction in rent and revenue: 

(4) provide for assessment of income-tax on a progressive scale on the agricultural 
mcome subject to the prescribed minimum ; (5) strive for fixity of tenure; (6) 

attempt to provide relief from the burden of rnral debt and arrears of land revenue ; 

(?) repeal all repressive laws; (8) release ell political prisoners, internees and 
delennes; (9) restore land and property, confiscated or sold by toe Government 
during the Civil Disobedience movement ; (10) fix eight hour day for industrial 
worker* without reduction of pay and also provide a living wage; (11) introduce 
prohibition of intoxicotiog liquor and drugs; (I'd) provide unemployment relief; 
{13j reduce high salaries, allowances and the cost of the administration ; (14) level 
np communities which are at present educationally, economically and otherwise 
backward, ptoviding educational facilities .jor them ; (15) recruit candidates to the « 
public services by competitive examinations, restrictive competition being allowed 
among members of the scheduled castes and tne Muslim community ; (16) arrears 
of rent to be recovered in the same manner as civil debts and not by ejectment; 
(IT) introduce free and compulsory primary education without taxes on cultivators 
(18) large up the prices of agricultural produce ; (19) earmark a substantial part of 
the revenue obtained from jute tax for toe improvement of the moral and material 
15 
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welfare of tho agricultural population ; (20} increase irrigational facilities in tlio 
Province (21) rerorra secondary nml hlglior education and improve tlw educational 
technical and ‘ technological system of education iu the Province; ami (22) bring 
about communal peaoo nnd harmony in the country, 

Pealing with tho observations made in tho course of tho debate by Sir Georga 
Campbell, Leader of tho European Group, Mr, Snrat Chandra Rose said that Sir 
George had stated it was dtilicuU for his group to trust a now Ministry, which might 
include members who had severed their allegiance from tho Party under whoso wings 
they had entered tho Assembly. Mr. Bose would likes to tell Sir George Campbell 
that he had been misinformed about tho exact position of the Krisfmk Pmja Party as 
it obtained on tho ovn of the formation of tlio Ministry in April. 1911?, The Krishak 
Proja Party commanded 43 seats in tho Legislature and out of this 43, 21 still re¬ 
mained members of llmt Party, while IS had severed their connection with Iho Party 
and joined Iho Coalition Party, who wore tho supporters of the present Ministry, In the 
circumstances, Mr, Boso would hko to nsk Sir George Campbell who it was. the Pioja 
Party members in tho Opposition or tho Proja Party members in tho Oitilitioti, who 
bad severed thoir connection with Iho Party under whoso wings they had entered the 
Assembly ? Joining issue with Sir George Campbell in his compliment to the Department 
of larw and Older. Mr. Boats pointed out that iu July last year peaceful processionists 
carrying Congress lings had not been allowed to gather round tho Assembly buildings 
except in batches of four or livu and only on lowering their Ilags, whereas in tho 
demonstrations staged in Ruppott of Iho present Ministry during tho Inst tew days 
processionists, armed with big lathis and carrying Hags, had been allowed to gather 
round tho same place without let or hindrance, Mr, lloso asked why n dilFcient 
policy was adot>tod in regard to tho demonstrations arranged on tho present occasion. 
Ho (lid not object to any demonstrations provided they were peaceful and the demon¬ 
strators were unarmed, but the processionists during the last few days, ho said, were 
not unarmed. Mr, Bonn, continuing, said that tho cry of “Islam in danger” had been 
raised and oven some responsible Ministers of the present Cabinet had given expression 
to that cry. If a Hindu wore to rnisu aery of “Hinduism In danger" because of a few 
appointments io public services having gone to Muslims, tho speaker would hang down 
his head in ehamo, _ Eiptnllv, if tho cry of “Islam in dnngor" was raised by a Muslim 
because a few appointments had gone to Hindus, Mr. Hoso would hang down his head 
in shame. Mr, Rose read before tho Hotiso an English rendoting of some leaflets 
which had beon broadcast throughout tho City to organise tho pro-Ministi v demons¬ 
trations and to observo “hartal" in connection with tiro “fio-conlidencu 1 ’ motions. 
These Icalluts, Mr, Boso pointed out, contained abominable lies against tho Congress 
and the Congress Ministries in other provinces and appealed to tlio communal passion 
of tho people. Mr, Bose asked the Chief Minister whether they had raised their little 
linger against theso tei.llem. Continuing, Mr, llosa slated that ho could tell from hia 
own personal experience, gatJiored in tho couibu of his tour in tlio countryside of 
Bengal, that ooromunal passion did not exist in tho contitrysido. Whatever of it 
existed, existed among tlio so-called oducatod iu the City of Calcutta. 

Tho hon. Mr. II. 8. Suhrtiwardy, Labour Minister, replying to the charges against 
tho Ministry, remarked that tlio programme which had been read out by Mr. Boso 
before tho House, os tho one which thu Opposition yvould nook to carry out if they 
wuro called upon to accopt odieo, was oxuetly tho samu as the ono the present Minis¬ 
try was seeking to carry out, except in minor details, lie emphasised that tho labour 
policy of tlio present Ministry was tho most sucoesshil in India. Ho had introduced 
a comprehensive scheme for tlio improvement of tlio let of tho labour population and 
claimed that the Ministry, in a!! its activities, was trying to deal out even-handed 
justice to ail and to give tho under-dog tho rights and privileges that ho had been 
denied so long. 

Winding up tho debate, tho Primo Minister, tho lion. Mr, A , K. Fmlul Hun 
said : “My short reply to thu charges of nepotism against tho Ministry is ibis that 
tho whole catalogue is a catalogue of atrocious lies from the beginning to end. I sav 
solemnly and with the full senso of ros|TOisibility that has devolved upon me ns Chief 
Minister that I have not, during my term of oflieo as Chief Minister or Education 
Minister, given any appointment to any near or distant relation of mine, in any posts 
anywhero in any Department nl Government.'' Mr. Uuq apjioaled to tlio Leader of 
the European Group to make an enquiry into tho allegations. If it was found that 
there was Iho slightest suspicion of nepotism against him, ho would tender Ins resigna¬ 
tion and would ask tho European Group to withhold its support from thu Ministry 
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Continuing, < ho Prime Minister said lliat not only Usd tho present Ministry a pro¬ 
gramme which compared favourably with the programmes of Ministries lb other 
provinces, but the Ministry had tried its love! best to implement that programme. 
The Chief Minister pointed out that the Coalition Party's agreed programme had 
milch in common with the programme of the Krislmk Proja Party and the League 
Party. Mr. lino pointed out that tho Ministry had implemented this programme. 
The first item of the programme of tho Coalition Party related to the appointment of 
an enquiry committee to enquire into the antiquated land laws of Bengal. The 
Ministry h vl appointed a commission to m ike a comprehensive enquiry into the matter. 
Tho second item in the pr'gramme of the Coalition Party was with reference to 
the amendment of tho Tenancy Act. The ministry, Mr. Huq said, had sponsored 
tho Bengal Tenancy Bill which had been passed by both the House of the legislature, 
and was now before tho Upper House for some minor amendment Tho Bill was 
to oomo up for consideration b'fero tho House on August 12 in respect of this 
minor modification and if tlio Bid was passed with this modification by the Upper 
House ho could declare hero publicly that he knew that the Bill would receive tho 
assent of 11. E. the Coventor within one week o! its disposal by the Upper House, 
la this connection he [dialed out that in other provinces they had not been able 
to make any progress iu respect of any tenancy legislation of this character and this 
Bill which had been sponsored by the Bengal Ministry, conferred very substantia! 
rights on tenauts. He detailed the achievements of the Ministry in respect of solving 
the problem of rural indebtedness, marketing of jute, primary education and tho 
releaso of detenus. 

Sorn.rMr.N-r.tRr (inters Voted 

15th. AUGUST :—After a recess of four days the House assembled to-day 
when the Opposition for a seven I time measured their strength with tho 
Government when the amendment of Mr. Abdul Hakim {Independent Proja), seeking 
to reduce the supplementary demands for one lakh of rupees, made by the Homo 
Minister, the hon. Sir K. Nazimuddin (to institute a Publicity Department!, to one 
rupees, was rejected by the House by J23 votes to IOH. 

The entire European bloc, excepting Mr. IU. C, Wordairorth , who remained 
central, voted aviih the Government. The whole demand of one lakh of rupees was 
then passe i by the House, which then adjourned. 

16»h. AUGUSTTho Scheduled Caste members of the Opposition attacked 
the Government to-day for its lack of a definite policy and sufficient provision for tho 
uplift of tho backward classes, when hon. Mr. Faziul Huq moved a supplementary 
grant of Rs. h,ij.(XO under “Education—General", ft was pointed out in the course 
of several speeches that while ample provision bad been made for the Scheduled 
Castes in the provinces where the Congress Lad shouldered the responsibilities of 
Government, the Government of Bengal displayed n notorious lack of initiative in 
this matter in spite of various promises. The Premier, in his speech, maintained 
that be was greatly solicitous for the welfare of the backward communities and 
denii-d the changes levelled against the Government. 

The Assembly, in a two-hours sitting, passed without anv division the entire 
supplementary budget demands, amounting to about Rs, lakhs. The demands 
incluled Iks. 10 lakhs for loans and advances to cultivators in districts where 
floods and other causes have damaged tho crops, R<. 10 lakhs as the Government's 
initial contribution to the Earniue insurance Fund, Rs. 5 lakhs for the advance¬ 
ment of the education of members of the Scheduled Castes and Rs. 5D,tEO as 
the cast ol acquisition of land for a college in Calcutta for Muslim girls. 

At the conclusion of the day's business the Hon ble Speaker announced that 
His Excellency ihe Governor had giveo his assent to the Bengal Tenancy Amend¬ 
ment Bill. The announcement was received with cheers from Ministerial beaches. 

Tue Dentists’ Bill 

17th. AUGUST :—The Assembly passed to-day the Bengal Dentists’ Bill introduced 
by the Government. The measure Sought to provide for the control of dental 
practit oners in tho Province. 

Earlier in the dav the Speaker disallowed two adjournment motions, one moved 
by Dr. Xulinr.knii/'a Sanaal to discuss exclusion of two opposition memi»-s 
from the Board of Agriculture, and the other moved by Mr. Shamsuddtn Ahmed 
regarding alleged acts of intimidation by the Police in Kushtia, 
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TflE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

in Tin: House 

18lh. AUGUST An indication Hint tliu temper on both sides of tiio House 
still continued to bo (raved was apparent when there was a sudden flare-upi 
to-day during inter pollutions in which tlio Deputy D-ador of the Congress Party 
in the Assembly, Mr. T. V. QnswJmi figured pioimnently. 

Charges of ‘liar* ami ‘thief wero limit'd across tho floor of the House and 
tbo Speaker had to call several members of both .sides to order in a very 
stern tone. Confusion prevailed for a while, several members rising in their seats 
at the same time and the voice of tho Spanker appeared to havo boon drowned 
in the chaos that prevailed. 

The root cause of tho trouble lay in tho question asked by Dr. Naliwikshyi 
Sanrjai about certain appointments whioh, ho alleged, wore made over the heads 
of the I’ublio Service Commission. Tito normal business of tho Llouse, namely, 
consideration of tho Benga Maternity Boneiit Bill receded to tho background and 
the whole interest centred ou tho unexpected devobipmeut. Finally, both Mr. A. A". 
Fazlul Ilaq aud Mr. T. C. iiostcami withdrew tiio unparliamentary expressions. 

Maternity & Tasks Improvement Bills 

Tho Assembly to day passed the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill without 
division. Tho discussion on the Bengal Maternity Bvuclit Bill was going on whuu 
the House adjourned till tho 2b’nd. 

— 22nd. AUGUST Tho echo of Friday’s itproai ious proceedings did not die down 
when tho Assembly met to-day. Tho atmosphere was Mill charged with bitternoss and 
acrimony. Tho Miuisleiia! side brought forward two motions for consideration by the 
Privileges Committee. The first moved by Mr, if. A. //. frpalmti inferred i» the 
statement which Mr. Karat Chandra lfoso issued on Aug 8, udor Mr. A. li. Stddir/ui 
had made allegations of bribery on the flair of (lie House. The second moved by 
Mr. Fuzlul Huhmnn tDucoa University) referred to Mr. T, O. Goswanu's remarks 
made on Friday with regard to the chair. Both these millions were welcomed try 
Mr, Bose and Mr, (Joswami respectively and they were referred to the Privileges 
Committee, Mr. Oasuamt in accepting the motion indulged oneo more in some hard 
hitting. This almost caused another uproar in tho Coairtiuii benches but the lion. Mr. 
A. K. Fuzlul 11 uq and Kir Naximinldin becknnnd to their supporters to remain silent. 
After the motion had been referred to tho Privileges Committee, Urn House thinned 
away and the Maturniry Bill was tuken up and adopted. 

Discussion or Nonoepicial Bills 

23rd. AUGUST :—Tho Assembly was devoted to-day to the consideration af (ho 
noo-odieial Bills and dealt with only three. Uf the three Bills, tho Bengal 
Municipal Amendment Bill of Mr. Sukwnar Datta (Congress) sought to do 
away with tbo system of nomination in municipalities ; tho Bengal Medical 
Amendment Bill of Mnulvi Tamizuddin Khan (Leader of tho Independent 
Proja Party) sought to give tho persons, who had rocuivcd their training 
in and obtained diplomas arid oortineatoH from medical schools, now recog¬ 
nised by local Governments, prior to such recognition, an opportunity of getting 
themselves registered under the Bengal Median] Act of i011 within throe years, 
and (3) the Bengal Hoinoepalhy Faculty Bill, moved by Mr. Banerji (Congress), 
asked the Government to establish a faculty of homeopathic education in Bengal. 

'Ihe movers of all these three Bills wanted their Bills to he referred to Solen t 
Committees, but the motions were rejected by tho House, the Government having 
opposed them. There was some heat when tho motion of Mr, Sukanutr Datta was 
put before the House by the Speaker. A member of the Congress Party called for 
division, but after thy House had asserablul in response to tiiu division belt, tho 
Opposition did not press for it. 

CojtruLaoiiY Free Retirement op Goyr. Oppiculs 

24th. AUGUST :—A non-olfieisi resolution, moved by a member of tho Opposi¬ 
tion, was passed wilhout a division in the Assembly to-day. The resolution, which 
was sponsored by Mr. Jot/mdra A *<;th Mundal (Scheduled Casio), stated : “Tills 
Assembly is of the opinion that with a view to curtuiJing tho cost of administration 
and minimising tbo unemployment problem to a curtain degree, the compulsory 
retirement of all Govurnmont offleiaft in tho Provincial and Subordinate (Services 
be effected on tho completion of 20 years' survico.” 
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Speaking on bohalf ol ttio Government, Iho Finaneo Minister, tbo hon. Mr. 
Nntiui Hanjnn Rarkcr said I hat the policy advocated in iho resolution was a 
short-sighted one, and ho maintained tint if tho Government adopted this policy, 
it would, in the long run, lead to increased expenditure*. The Finaneo Minister, 
i here fore, urged the mover to withdraw tho resolution. Half a doxen members, 
including three members of tho Ministerialist Party, spoke in support of tho 
resolution, which though opposed by a few was carried without a division. 

CoiiruLsotiY Puuunv Eoucahos 

Aaoihor non-olfieial resolution, spousored by Mr. Abdul Majid of tho Opposition, 
was also carried without a division. Tho resolution wanted the Government 
to tako immediate steps for tho introluolinn of free and compulsory primary 
education in Bengal, including Calcutta and all other municipal areas, and recom¬ 
mended that while parts of tho Provinces, both rural and urban, including the City of 
Calcutta, should bo called upon to contribute to the cost of primary education, 
and should bo included within the scope ol one single Act, the cultivators of tho 
Province should be excluded from -iho burden of such taxation on the ground 
that they had to boar an additional commodity tax on jute, yielding an annual 
revenue *>f Its. 3,50,00005 to the Central and Provincial Governments. 

The Government did not oppose tho resolution, but tho Prime Minister, the 
bon. Mr. A, K. Fazlnl IIuq , speaking oo bohalf of the Governmout, explained 
the siguiticance of tho proposed measure. 

CoSniUSAL PERCENTAGE IS SERVICE 

25th. AUGUST :—After a debate lasting over I wo hours, the Assembly adopted a 
non-ofliohii resolution moved by Mr. Affair Abdul Hafecz , a member of the Ministerial¬ 
ist Party, seeking to fix the percentage of appointments iu various branches of the 
public survives aud to civil posts (temporary and permanent} as follows : Muslims ft), 
Scheduled Castes 2 - 3 , nltd the rest 30. An amendment, moved by Mr. R. Ahmad. 
seeking to fix the percentage at 70 for Muslims, 15 for the Scheduled Castes and 
15 for the rest, was rejected by 115 votes to 31. 

The Congress Party, the Independent Scheduled Caste Party, the unattached 
members aud two Europeans remained neutral, whito the Ministers, a majority ol the 
Europeans aud some nou-Coogrc&s Hindu members voted against tbo amendment. 

A sharp rebuke to the Slinistorialisis was administered on behalf of tho Europeans 
by Mr. Curtis Hiller who seemed to be disillusioned by the exhibition of communal 
tendencies by tho rank nod file of tho supporters of tho present Cabinet. 

This concluded the business of the House and tho session was prorogued srrw die. 


The Bengal Legislative Council 

Autumn Session—Calcutta—8th August to 23rd August 1938 

Adjournment Motions 

The autiimu session of the Bengal Legislative Council opened in Calcutta on the 
Stb. Auguit 1938. Five adjournment motions wore given notice of, two of which 
were wnhJraivn and tbo other two relating to the assault on Prof. Humayun Kabir at 
Park Circus on Sunday wore ruled out of order by tho Hon. President as they wore 
not properly drafted. The other adjournment motion moved by Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Dutt regarding the appointment of several Enquiry Committees by the Government 
just as the session was duo to commence was admitted and Wednesday was fixed for 
the discussion of the motion. 

The Governor’s message regarding tho Bengal Tenancy Aot and tho Bill as passed 
by the Assembly on tho recommendation of the Governor was placed befora tbo 
Assembly, 
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J UK BKNG A I, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
AlTOiSTMKNT OF CoMMITTKfci 

I Oth. AUGUST By A3 to t!) votos tho a>lj •umimoiit motion moved by Sj. 

Kamnii Kumar VuH against tlm appointments of sever.il commit loos by tho 
Government of Bengal was defeated to-day. Initiating the debater, Sj. Dali said tliat tho 
aminunt'cmi'iit regarding the npjmintmtsnts of Uio CiurtmdGos was undo in an cxtra- 
oniiiiaty situation. It was anything but fair to appoint tint oommitlues at a tioio wbort 
tho question of no-eonlideiieo motion against tho present Ministry was looming largo 
and tho ntraosjihi’ro was tenso in view of tho uncertainties about tho stability of 

the present Government. 

Ifeplying to the charges, Khuaja Sir NtiumtultUn, Ifnmo Minister, said that 
Uni Hoti'bhi Member had not taken tho trouble to liisd out facts before bit jom|K>d 
to bis conclusion, if be bad taken the Iroobhi of reading tho pioeecdings of the 

Hciil'hI Legislative Assembly d«t>iug the dismission on budget and during tho 

sittings in the told weather, bo would have known that Government had promised 
to appoint committees for tlm investigation of certain questions. Ono of those was 
ilie committee to invi stignto the working of the Chowkidnri system. Tho Homo 
Minister said that Im was sure and defiuitu that as far as I he Assembly was con¬ 
cerned in tho course of (lot budget discussion, Govern me lit promised to .appoint a 
committee to iuvestigale the whole question. 

Kxtha Gkxnt von Mohi.sm Khucxtios 

11th, AUGUST :—Tbe Council accepted a resol n I ion to-day moved by Mr. IVur 
Ah aoaf I tint a Hum of !>s. 35 lakhs he set apart, within the course of 2 and a half 
years, in addition to tho piesont annual allotment sanctioned for Moslem education i > all 
its blanches. Speaking on (he resolution, tho lion. Mr, A. K. fat ini ling, the Premier 

no'll.I the Government pulicv with regard to Moslem education, lie said that 

the (iiivernmejit had accepted tho principle of providing muro and morn funds for 
advancement of Moslem (’duration mid tho education of tho minorities and backward 
i lusvis. Moving the resolution, Mr, iVur Ahmed said that it was only a question of 
doing sheer justice to tho eotninumfy whoso education had been persistently neglected 
in Gut past. 'I he Moslem community comprised 5!l pur emit of tho population of 
Ih-tigai hut of that proportion only 1.5 per cunt wore educated, and it was only right 
that more funds idioiifd be set apart for tho education of tho community. 

Trwwtv Act Amus'd. Rtu, 


12th. AUGUST -.— On tbn motion of the bon. Sir ft. ft. Singh Run, Revenue 
.Minister Ihn Council passed ibis ailvtiinon witlinut opfuoiiiinn the two nmrudmonfs 
to the Itengril Tenancy Act Amcinlment jhll ns suggested in the Bengal (jnverrioi‘s 
nnssige to liodt the t'iiambnrs of the local legislature. These Ameiidmetils, which 
h-td already been passed by tho I/nver House related to tho commencement clause 
of tlm IJiil and tho provisions regarding suspension of enhancement of rent. 
Tho ISill, an now amended, was fotwarded to His Excellency the Governor- 
for his assent. 

While accepting Iho change recommended hy his Excellency the Governor. 
Maharaja Sir Ai. A’, liny Chomlkary of Hantosh on liulmlf of the landlords, apjioaled 
to His Excellency to withhold his assent from the altered Hill whoa it would bo 
ptesenfud lo him for sanction under (Section 75 of tho Government of India Aot 
or to return the Hill again to tho local Legislature to roconsidor all the objectionable 
pontons. If that was nol possible, tho Maharaja appealed to His Excel t»ncv to 
reserve it for the consideration of II. B. tho Governor-! kmornl as ho believed that 
tho Governor-General would bo pleased either to withhold his assont to tho Bill 
or return it to tho local Chambers far reconsideration of tho objectionable provisions 
or reserve it for the signification of His Majesty’s pleasure in respeot thereof Tho 
Maharaja added that tlio landlords sincerely exjmelud legitimate relief without being 
driven to the Federal Court for a decision in relation to tlm momoutous issues 
involved in the case. Concluding, ho warned tho |>reHent Ministry of Bengal 
that by introducing this obnoxious measure, they were playing into tho hands 
of c'tmraumELs {f). 


Hnplvir.g on behalf of tho Government, tho hon. Sir ft. P. Singh Peg said that 
the Ministers were anxious lo givo relief to the tenants. Thu Bill, however 
nnpalataii.e it might aj,|iear to tho landlords, would ultimately guarantee their 
interests and bring about a better understanding between landlords aud tenants. 
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NON-OFFICI\L RESOLUTIONS 

Apology De»as»ei> from Editors 

15lh, AUGUST:—Oa the recommendation of tho Cimmitiee of Privileges, tho 
Council passed to-day a resolution demanding an unqualified apology from the oditon 
of two Nationalist dailies for casting “reflections on tho conduct of the President of 
the Flousa” in connection with tho “no-confidence" motions against tho Ministers. Th'* 
following is the tost of the resiiution of the Privileges Camnuttec, which the Council 
passed “In view of tho statement male by the lion, the President, the Committee of 
Privileges strongly condemns tho reflections east at tho conduct of the President of 
this House by tho Eliters of the Hindu'Hnin Standard and tho Atlan ta Bazar 
Patnka on tho 5th August in violation of the privileges of tho House, and 
recommends lo the House that it should demand an unqualified and ample apology 
from tho Editors of tho papers eooeoruod." 

REPRESENTATION" IS PCBLIC BODIES 

Another resolution of tho Committee of Privileges discussed by tho Council 
demanded that “whenever and wherever members of tho Legislature are nominated 
on different public bodies, tho Council bo given an equal representation,” The hon, 
^ir Nazimwidin, Home Minister, pointed out that if tho resolution was given effect 
to it would tie the hands of tho Government and impose restrictions on them in the 
matter of appointing such committees. After somo discussion, the consideration of the 
resolution was adjourned till Ihe next week. 

Measure fob Rural Relief 

16th. AUGUST :—The Council accepted to-day, after important modifications, a 
resolution move I by Ur, Katnini A'uvrir Dutta urging the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee, consisting of members of both tho Houses of Legislature, with power to co¬ 
opt experts to formulate a seh-me and suggest proper legislative measuies for the 
solution of the problems of rural indebtedness, reorganisation of rural economy, 
establishment of institutions for agricultural education, development of co-operative 
institutions and sotting up of industrial banks for tho purpose of advancing loans 
to youngmun and agriculturists for starling an t conducting small industries. 

An amendment which was moved by Mr. Nnr Ahmed and accepted by tho 
Rouse robbed the resolution of its most important provision relieving the Govern¬ 
ment of the necessity of appointing a committee as desired by the mover. 

Official Receiver’s Bill 

Tho Caiculta Official Receiver’s Bill which was passed by the Assembly on 
the 30th March last was introduced by tho Rouble Nawab Husharruf Hossain and 
passed by the House without tiny modification. 

CoNTEIiRtSG OF TITLES 

17th. AUGUST :—TSie Council rejected to-day by 28 vntos to 14 tho resolution 
of Mr. -Yur Ahmed, urging that the conferring of any title of honour or titular 
distinction on any persou in Bengal by His Majesty or U, E. the Governor-General 
tu discontinued as eaily as possible. 

Publicity Grant Opposed 

The Council next held a general discussion on the Government's supplementary 
budget demauds. Opposition criticisms of tho various items of tho demands were oa 
the same lines us in the Lower House. 

Dr. fludha Kumud itukherjee , Leader of the Congress Party, severely ciili- 
eised the provision of one lakh of rupees for the establishment of a separate 
Publicity Department. He pointed out that tho Government bad not put forward 
any sehemu, showing how this huge sum of money was going to bo spent by 
them for publicity work. All that they know wa-> that two or three appointments 
were going to be made. Hu wondered that tho House bad not been taken into 
the Government's confidence on this matter. Hu wanted a categorical answer from 
the Government if it was in their contemplation to select certain newspapers and 
subsidise theta for the purpose of carrying on the “nefarious" activities of the 
Government 

Prof. Bumayun Kabir nlso severely criticised the appointment of a 
Govermeut Officer as the Director of Public Information, under the parly 
system of Government must, if he was to do his duty properly, identify himself 
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with tlm (lovomment to awdi an oxtont that lio was bound to act 
prejudicially to his own interest ns a Public Servant. In U. I*, on 
outsider had boon appointed as Director of Politic Information, wlia would go back 
to liis usual work when tho term of office of the present Government camo to an end. 
If tlio Bengal Cabinet tint created a par lotto of publicity ami allotted it to onu of 
themselves, nobody would have anything to say, but that had not been done and 
the Govern Riant should consider if it was just and fair, 

Kejdyini! on behalf of the fl ivernm >nt, the lion, Mr, Wntini tlanjan Sark-tr 
dealt with tho remarks of Dr. Mnklidjco and said that not a farthing out of this ooo 
iakli of rupees would bo spout on ivlint Dr. Mukherjcc characterised ns tho nefarious 
activities of tlio Government. Mr. Barker pointed out that tho dutius of the Director 
would mainly bo giving publicity to tho work, programme and policy of tho 
present Government, not of any particular group or party, 

Dirccssios or Swan CoautrTKK Report 

19tb. AUGUST:—Tho Council to-day had a dull sitting when it disenssad 
tho recommendations of the Swan H-drnnatimnat Commiltiio, 1912 and the decision taken 
on them. Mem tiers belonging to the different groups criticised tho Gnvornmurit for not 
accepting tlio vnrious reeoinmond-tttont of Uni Committeo and giving effect to them. 
Replying on behalf of tho Govoitinuoit, the Kinanuu Minister, the lion, Mr. Nalini 
Hnnjan AVirfter, said that the Committee s d at a timo when it was absolutely 
necessary to bnbitieo tlio budget and also to show to tho piopur authorities the 
real financial position o( Bengal mid to get a rod re is. Those circumstances did not 
prevail at the present moment, Mr. Bmkur emphasised that in a democratic gov- 
ormaout. It was dilllcult lo reduce expenditure, 

No.v-OrriciAfc Buns 

22nd. AUGUST :—Non official hills were dismissed in tho Council to-day. Khan 
Bahadur A'liyed Mutzamu-ldin Ihntaain't Bengal Relief to tho Poor and Unemployed 
Dill wim referred to a select committeo. Tho object of tin) hill was to provide relief 
to tlio poor and tho unemployed to tide over tho financial difficulties during slack 
season when owing 10 suspension of agricultural works the 1 ‘ 0 -ir people do not got 
work and tho iodipoots alms. It was a hint on the administration that bo fur no poor 
laws nor any social laws such as unemployment insiirmicu hud boon enacted, Tho bill 
proposed to lay down tho foundation for snob laws. 

Tho House iefesed permission to Mr. liana jit t’ul Chaudhuru fo safer his hill, 
the State Provision Bill for Gliuieal ami Bacteriological Examination, p, „ s ,.|„ c t 
committee. The motion for rnfmottao to thu select coinmiifeo was pressed to a 
division and test by liii to Id voles. 

Fourteen bills were introduced by non-ollieial members. They include tho Bengal 
depressive Laws It‘p olling Bill by Mr. twilit Chandra Das ; the Bengal Hliop Prices 
Regulation Ibtl by Sir. ttumayun Knhir ; tho Hangul Abolition of Dowry Bill by Hat 
Snnndnt Narnp'in Malta, tho Bengal Huppi cssioti of Immoral Tralllc (Amendment) 
lull by Mr. Mar A hue U and (lie Bengal Public (jumbling (Amendment) Bill 
by Mr. 11. 1'. i’addttr. 

ArrottmiKST or Govkunopw 

23rd AUGUST: —The Council accepted to-d.i^ a resolution movud by Mr. 
t,iiht Chandra Dan tOmgiess), urging that no appointment to llu> Governorship 
of the Province lihouhl lie rmde from amongst tho members of services either under 
the cord rot of the M-cn-luiy of State or under the flovernor-Gmtoral or tho Governor. 

I lie PoMii.il alsij rejected (ho h eond half of Mr. Dux's resolution which (gated "that 
in all futon' nppoinfinonls to such post, tho opinion nf tlio Council of Ministers 
of the Piovtoce should lie previously obtained," Bpeaking on behalf of tho European 
Group, Air tldward t'lailhal said that a Governor hid to jiorfortn curtain functions, 
for example, protection of minorities. It was essentially necessary that a Governor 
should stand above paities. Then, again, if a Governor was appointed to the 
foluctinn 'A tho Mmistois, the appointmunt would not be liked by different parties. 
The Governors, said Kir Edward, since tho start of tho reforms, acted constitutionally 
anti carried out tho Act In spirit as well as in lattfar. Thu speaker hoped that tho 
province would ooiitiniiu to enjoy tho Kfilontlon of tho Governor in futuro as it had 
done in the past. Fur these reasons, 8ir Edward opposed (lie resolution on behalf 
ed Siis party. 

The Council then adjourned timr die. 



The U. P. Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session—Lucknow—1st. August to 10th. August 1933 

The autumn session of the U. P. Legislative Assembly commenced at Lucknow on 
the 1*L Aufu»t 1938 with tho Speakor, bhri Purushottamdas Tandem in the chair. 
There was a fairly good attendance of members. After question-time, tributes were 
paid to the late Khan Bahadur iiaulni Fashi-ud-din by the Premier aad party 
leaders, and tho House adjourned as a mark of respect to his memory without 
transacting the business contained in the agenda. 

A wocnxitzsT Mono<3 

2nd. AUGUST :—The Speaker informed the House to-day that he had received 
notices of four adjournment motions. One of them was not taken op due to the 
absence of the member who had given notice of it, and there was a great deal of 
discnssioo regarding the admissibility of tbo remaining three motions. One of them 
relating to the cancellation of the licenses of nrros was withdrawn by Mr, Muhammad 
Ishaq Khar s when tho Premier denied that the Government had issued any order to 
district officers advising such a step to be taken in places whera there was tension 
between tho Zimindars and the tenants, or where there was aa apprehension of a 
breech of the peace. Tho neat motion regarding the alleged destruction of a 
judgment of the junior member of the Biard of Revenue, and the fourth one about 
the resignation of tbs Muslim members of Fatehpur municipality were both ruled 
out by the Speaker and were not admitted. 

Bills Intbodcced and Passed 

The House next referred to the select committee the Public Gambling (Amend- 
men!) Bill, and passed iDto iaw the Almora Monetary Assistant Collectors' Decrees 
Validating Bill, the Bengal Regulation R'pealtng Oil) and the BU to extend the 
period for the institution of suits for ihe abatement of rents in certain permanently 
settled areas. The Minister for Revenue introduced Ihe U. P. Stay of Proceedings 
(Revenue Courts) Amendment Bill, 19iSS. 

The Premier's motion that the D. P. Milas Bill as amended by the select com- 
mittee be taken into consideration was agreed to and the House also passed a 
res lotion moved by the Minister of Justice about central legislation for certain 
matters enumerated in the provincial list. 

CostPtJLSOitv Vaccination is Rusal Areas 

4th. AUGUST:—A resolution, which was moved by Qazi Muhammad Adil 
Ahhasi, recommended the introduction of compulsory vaccination in rural areas. 
An amendment was moved by a member of the Cougress party, Bhri Lai Bahadur 
Shaslri, utging that tho introduction of 'a compulsory vaccination should be 'so far 
as practicable’. The pros and cons of the subject of vaccination weie discussed 
threadbare for nearly live hours. A majority of speakers, belonging to the Congress 
party and representing rural areas, held that vaccinal.on was no preventive against 
small-pox and was positively injurious to health. This view was strongly combated 
by Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava and Mr. /i. Q . 11 'u( ford, who opined that unless 

vaccination was mads compulsory tho ravages of small-pox could not bo prevented. 

PaT OF CONSTABLES AND PEONS 

The proceedings in the afternoon were governed by the desire of tho Ministeria¬ 
lists to prevent discussion of the Opposition resolution in the name of Lieutenant 
Sultan Ahmed regarding the pay of police constables aad peons. The Government 
having referred to the Police Reorganisation Committee, tho question raised by the 
resolution was probably desirous of avoiding discussion at this stage. Tue Opposition 
called for a closure twice aod once gave it up without a division, and on the other 
occasion lost by 98 to 10 votes. Thu House then adjourned. 

Recognition or Trade Unions 

5th. AUGUST:—Tho Assembly devoted the best part of the day to the discussion 
of a bill introduced by Mr. Hajaram Sastri , the labour leader of Cawnpore, for 
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coraimisorv recognition bv the employers of oil the registered trade.unions. The 
bill provided a fine of Its. 500 in the firat instance and six months' imprisonment 
afterwards for the employers for violating its provisions. The Bill was introduced 
in January and the motion was made to day for its reference to a select committee. 
Dr. K. $f. Katju took «p a non-committal altitude and gave no clear indication 
as to whether too Government wore opposed to tho motion for the reference of the bill 
to a select committee. He said that it was rather carious that the Mazdur Sabha 
had not sent their opinion on tho bill and announced the Government's intention of 
framing a comprehensive bill which would deal with the ontiro industrial organization 
and all the various situations which generally sprung up between capita! and labour, 
and particularly with tho method of tho settlement of disputes. He said that he 
did not hold any brief for labour and urged that strike should be the last weapon in 
tho armoury of labour, that throats of strike were not conducive to a proper 
atmosphere and that sabre rattliug was also not good and would not solve the 
difficulties of labour. 

The discussion of the bill was postponed till tho next non-official day. 

Dr.BTORS 1 Kelizf Bill 

Tbs discussion on another hill to provide relief to tho debtors, which was 
brought by Mr. Z. H. Lari, a member of tho Muslim League, was similarly post¬ 
poned at tho request of she Premier, who said that the Government would very 
soon bring forward such a legislation, Tho House then adjourned till the 8th, 

Court Ff.es *hd Stamp Ammo. Bills 

Bit. AUGUST ;—Moving consideration of tho amondmonts made by tho Upper 
Boose in the Court Fees Hill, Dr. Katju Baid Hint tho working of the courts during 
the qofltter ended Juno showed that compared to Inst year tlioro had been a drop 
of rupees ten lakhs to the income under court fees, This showed how the Govern¬ 
ment stood to loose heavily in revenue and how much the Assembly wbb justified 
in sanctioning court fees to meet the cost of justice. The Upper House hod not 
only substantially altered those fees, but had raised a constitutional question of 
importance. It was tho Lower Douse which had passed tho estimates of the budget 
and sanctioned grants for thorn. The Upper House had power to give legislative 
sanction to tbo Finance Bill and all Bills, but that power should not be exercised 
against taxation measures unless tho Upper House thought that the Assembly was 
trying to indulge in such proposals ns amounted to expropriation, 

8ix amendments made by (bo Upper Douse wore rejected. Twice the House 
divided and onoo an amendment was rejected by 98 votes to 30 and again by 
79 votes to 11. Dr. Katju proposed Bn amendment with a viow to allaying 
apprehensions expressed in tho Upper Ifouse. This .ensures that in casement suits 
and suila for injunction, tho total court feo charged would not excood its. 20D. The 
House aecopted this addition to clause seven. 

The Moslem League members wished the htmso to adjourn, but this proposal was 
voted dowo. Tho party thereupon withdrew from tho IJouko but the mam Opposi¬ 
tion party of Independents, which was lod by tho Nawab af Chhatlari remained ia 
tho Chamber and participated in further discussion. 

In tho Bill passed by tho Assombly, suits for landed property were to bo 
assessed at ten times the laud rovonuo as againrt five titans in the existing Act. 

3 ho Upper Conned had reduced it to six times of the land revenue. The Assembly 
restored its previous decision by 79 votes to 11. 

The Premier , speaking on tbo last amendment, declared that tho bill before the 
Housa was not a taxation measure. Tho Opposition allegation that it would bear 
heavily on tho poor was unfounded. In fact those who sat on the Opposition 
benches had when they were on tho Treasury benches raised tho fees for poor 
litigants aod lowered them for richer classes. Tho proscat Ministry had 
reduced them in case of tbo poor litigants and imposed a higher burden on tho 
rich classes. 

9th. AUGUST :—Tho Hooso to-day rejected everyone of the amendments made 
by the Council in the Bills. Opposition parties vigorously supported them, emphasising 
that the province was not in a position to biar further taxation. Tharo were two 
divisions in connection with tho amendments to the Stamp Bill, in which tho Opposi¬ 
tion sustained defeats. 
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SriT OF PrOCEEDISM AHEMD. BILL 

Landlord members of the Independent parly and the Muslim League patty 
criticised the Government's roveaue policy and strongly opposed the consideration of 
the Stay of Proceedings {Revenue Courts) Amendment Bill 1933, which sought to 
extend the duration of the Act of 1917 for a further period of 18 months. A 
motion was made for reference of the bill to a seloot committee which did not find 
favour with Ibo Congress party. 

Dr. Kaiju, the Minister for Justice, asserted that the attitude of zamindars was 
primarily responsible for the delay in tha progress of the Tenancy Bill. Referring 
to tbe demand voiced by an Opposition member that the zamindars should get 
proportionate remissions if arrears of rent were wiped out, he said that it did not 
show that tbe zamindars had any real desire to grant relief to the tenants and urged 
that revenue remissions should not be made iotor-dependent. 

Attacks on Zamindars and eoanter-attaoks on the Congress party and the Govern¬ 
ment made tbe debate lively and the discussion was proceeding when the House 
rose for tbe day. 

10th. AUGUSTTho Assembly passed to-day the Stay of Proceedings (Revenue 
Court) Amendment Bill and the Regularization of Remissions Bill and referred to a 
soloct committee the Encumbered Estates (Amendment) Bill. Consideration of tho 
Meta Bill was postponed till the neit sitting. 

Tbe debate on tbe Stay of Proceedings Bill was lively. Tho Premier said that 
mischievous statements wero being made at various conferences that zemindars warn 
being murdered in large numbers. Tbe fact was that the sufferers iti the majority of 
cases were not zemindars but poor tenants. Continuing tho Premier said that 
Congress iud not pledged themselves to abolish the zemindari system but to secure 
maximum relief for tenants consistent with principles of justice and good conscience. 
Zemindars accused Government of delay. This was a surprise, for the delay had 
been caused only to accommodate the zemindars. Had Government taken steps to 
nse their majority and to rush the Tenancy Bill then the very critics of the delay 
would have accused Government of fascist methods. However, Government would 
take the bint and push forward their legislative programme. Government, he said, 
cocld have brought forwa-d a Bill long ago wipiug off arrears but it had been urged 
on Government by zamindars that such a ocrnrse might encourage tenants not to pay 
their current demands, Aa regards payment of revenue zemindars had not made 
larger pavmoots than before and revenue remissions in respect of arrears which 
existed only on paper were not justified. 

The House was then adjourned till the 17th October lo discuss the Tenancy Bill 
which was still under discussioo in the Select Committee. 

Winter Session—Lucknow— 17th. October to 21 st. December’38 

Esqmr i.vto Taxda Firins 

Tbe winter session of the Assembly commenced at Lucknow on the 17ti«. October 
1938. Tbe adjournment motion of which notice had been given by Mr. Mohammad Ishaq 
Khan (Independent party) full through for want of the requisite support in the House. 
Only 33 members stood up in their seals supporting the motion, whereas the rules 
required that not less than 38 members should support the motion. Those lending 
their support to tbe motion included Konwar Sir Maharaj Singh and Mr. S. t.. 
Chatterji, besides tbe Muslim members of tha two opposition parties. Tire motion 
was that tbe busin ess of the House be adjourned in order to discuss a matter of 
urgent public importance, viz (he policy of tho Government in refusing to appoint a 
noa-oBoial committee to enquire Solo the unjustified firing and indiscriminate lathi 
charge in Tanda town without notice on peaceful and unresisting Muslims on the 
night of Aug. 21, 1938 resulting in the death aud injuries of various degrees of 
severity to a large number of Muslims and tho failure of the Government to transfer 
the officials concerned. 

Mr, Rati Ahmad Kidtcai, Revenue Minister, next presented the report of the 
Select Committee on the United Provinces Tenancy Bill. 

Sump A Court Fees Amekd. Bills 

The House then disagreed with the amendments made by the Council to the 
Stamp (Amendment) Bill and the Court Fees (Amendment) Bill. The fact of 
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disagreemeot was dow reported to tho Governor and the Bills were considered by a 
joiol session ol the two houses in December next. Tho House then adjourned. 

Mens Dili, 

16Us. OCTOBER :—The Assembly passed into law to-day (be Government 
bi'l for the control of certain meins. Tho provisions of Hie bill would be applied lo 
Msgh Mela, Allahabad, All or any part of the Act might be brought into opera¬ 
tion in any area in Iho provinre where metoa (other than those held under the 
authority of tho local boards) are held by notification in the Gazette for each 
period as may be specified. Before the notification is issued at least one month's 
time will bo given tor objections. The bill excluded from its purview (a) mr/a or 
galheriag held under tho authority of a loeal board, or (b) a Muslim religious 
gathering held io connection with dargah or shrine. After tho passage of the Bill 
the Assembly discussed tho report of tho anti-corruption commilico aud then 
adjourned. 


Tub U. P. Tesangv Bill 

19th, OCTOBER :—The Premier, r(’quisling the Speaker to adjourn the House 
till November 10, said that be had received a Inter from tho Nnwab of Cbhntsri, 
commitniealing the decision of tho Agra ZamiitdarH 1 Conference lo request him lo 
postpone consideration of tho Tenancy Bdl for the present to enable too negotia¬ 
tions committee to get tho matter settled. Tho Premier added that he was 
authoritatively informed that Hie Agra zemindars had decided to accept the deri¬ 
sion of Snrdar Vnllnbbbhai Patel and his colleagues (of tho parliamentary sub¬ 
committee of the Congress working committee). Ho find also received a letter 
from the Raja of Jehangirabad saying that on being informed of Iho contents of 
the I titer received by the Nawab of Chbatari from Knrdar Vailnbhbhni Paid he 
had called a meeting of tho British Indian Association of Oudh on October 27 
and he would, therefore, request him ('he Premier.' to kindly postpone the con¬ 
sideration of tho bill till after October 2tt. 

The Speaker , in accordance with tho Premier’s request, then postponed the 
session till Nov, 10 aud said that to suit tho convenience of the Muslim members 
during Ramzati tho Houso would sit daily from 10 a, m. lo 4. p, m, 

TltlDE.4 DlBi'UTES BtLL 

The Houso agreed to the motion of the Minister of Justice withdrawing Iho 
Trades Dispute* Conciliation Bill. He said the intention of tho Government wsh to 
bring a more comprehensive bill for iho settlement of trade disputes in the next 
session or later if the bill was not ready by that time. 

DECtIE8ES PoSTEONEJlEST AsiESD, BtU, 

The House also passod into law the U. P. Temporary Postponement of Exe¬ 
cution of Decrees (Amendment) Bill which extended the duration of tho bill already 
passed by IB months. The House then adjourned till tho 10th. Nov, 

The D. P. Tenakcy Bill (Contd.) 

10th NOVEMBER The Assembly reassembled today at 10 n, m. Shri Puru- 
sholtamdas Tandon presiding, after a reeesH of 19 days in an atmosphere of 
tense expectation, as tho consideration of tbo U. P. Tenancy Bill was to begin. 
Tha Speaker today made a request to the members to speak in Hindustani on 
tho Bill so far a* possible and to speak Hindustani with a mixture of 
a* few English words as possible. Naww Sir Muhammad Yusuf wanted the 
consideration of the Bill offer other items on today's order paper had 
been disposed of, but this suggestion brought forth a biltur speech from the Premier. 
Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan, secretary, independent party, moved that the Bill 
a* amended by tho select committee be cireuiotcd for eliciting public opinion on it 
till Jan. 15. The Muslim League member* twitted Congress Socialists by asking them 
to come forward with their amendments to tho preBeul Bill io terras of what they 
b*d been shouting from house-tops and numerous platforms io rural areas. Mr. 
Zahirut flasnain Lari, speaking on behalf of the Muslim League party, strongly 
opposed llr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan's amendment ss being dilatory and went even 
to the length of supporting sir and ejectment proposals in the Bill. Criticizing the 
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Bill, he said ihat no provision bad been made in it for landless labourers or 
tens nls-at -will. 

The Revenue Minister explained the Government's policy regarding the Bill, 
while introducing the same. Ho said that atr proposals n» contained in the 
emended Bill would not affect tnoro than 3,000 or 4,OX) landlords, while the 
Government bad accepted the zemindars' own formula regarding ejectment. The 
consideration of ibe Bill had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

11th. NOVEMBER The Premier referred lo tho sad demise of Ketnal Ataiurk 
and was followed by Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf, Maulvt Az'z Ahmad Khan, 
Kunwar Sir Mabaraj Siogh and the Speaker who recalled the Khilafat movement 
of ]'J2l when all Hindus and Muslims had suffered for the cause ol Turkey. 

Consideration of tbo Tettanoy Bill was then resumed and several interesting 
speeches were delivered. Raja Jaginnath Bux Singh, the Raja of Tirwa and 
Achaya Narendra Dcva pat forth the view-points of tho Oudli talukdars, the 
Agra zamindars and tho Kisan Sahhaities. respectively. Shaikh Zakir Uddin Faruki 
and Ur. Aziz Ahmed Khan dealt in detail with tho Muslim League’s point of 
view, whilo Mr. Ajit Prasad Jain explained tha various provisions of tbo amood- 
ed Bill. Shaikh Muhammad Bahihuliah dociaicd that bistory would repeat itself 
and the zamindars would prove ultimately to be the real benefactors of the masses. 
Consideration of tbo Bill had not concluded when the Assembly rose for the diy. 

14tb. NOVEMBER Very long speeches, interspersed with humorous sallies, 
were the order of tho day. The longest speech was delivered by Mr. Afohanlal 
Gautam (Congress Socialist), who would not rest content until the zamindars were 
abolished outright. He was followed by AViou Bahadur pazlur Rahaman Kh art, who 
vigorously expressed tho point of viow of tho zamindars regarding the unfair nature 
of tbo provisions of the Bill. Ho referred to tho minute of dissent of Pandit 
Govind Halls bh Pant to the report of the select committee on the Agra Tenancy 
Bill of 1525 in which ho wanted that three-fourths of land should be given to tha 
tenants and one-fourth should retained ns ‘sir* by tho zatniodais, and stressed that 
the modest tequest of the zamindars to keep one-tenth of land as ‘sir’ was being 
refused to-day. The last but by no means the least important speech was made 
by the Minister for Communications, Hafiz Mnhd. Ibrahim who pointed out that no 
attempt was being uiRde in this Bill to abolish the zamindari system, and in fact 
Ibe Bill was a sort of a saviour to the zamindais, whose position would have been 
gravely threatened if this piece of legislation had not been brought forward by the 
Government. 

16tb. NOVEMBER :—Among those who participated in the general discussion 
of the Bill to-day were the Premier , ^acuA of Chhaiari aud tho Raja Saheb of 
Jehaiigirabad, president of tbo British Indian Association, Oudh. 

The Premier denied that tbo measure was a political one, and said that its sole 
aim was to lighten the burden of tho etoros of ‘kisans’ living in rural areas. He 
recognized the benefactions made by the zamindars to the universities and hospitals 
etc. and wanted them to make sacrifices in the interests of the tenants. Ho said that 
not an inch of actual Sir land was being touched at all The zemindars could have 
Sir rights up to 50 acres, and beyond that they had kbudkasbt lands. Regarding 
ejectment, they had incorporated in the bill what the zamindars and talukdars 
wanted them to do sod they were still prepared to consider concrete suggestions. 
Concluding, he said that the ‘kisaos’ after a year would realize that their condition 
was better than what it had been for a centurv. 

The Nawab of Chhatari urged that tho bill should not be made s political issue 
as it affected lakhs of tenants and zemindars. He pointed out that tho Bill would lead 
to a lot of litigation and that it would make the tenants refuse to pay their rent. He 
deplored that there was do mutual cooperation and goodwill between tho Government 
and the Opposition in connection with the Bill. 

The Raja Saheb of Jehangirabad regretted that the Premier had spoken in a 
partisan spirit in favour of the tenants and had cot said a word as to what they 
were going to do for the zamindars. He pointed ont that previous Governments had 
always consulted the landlords about the tenancy legislation, and bad not taken up a 
partisan attitude. Referring to the Premier’s appeal to the zamindars to make 
sacrifices, be said that there was a limit to such sacrifices, and added that the 
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zamlndars could havo supported tlio Government if proper justice was 
meted out of them. 

Dr. Katju, Minister of JusSieo, made an interesting speech in which ho criticized 
tho Muslim League's demand for the application of Muslim personal law in tlio 
Tenancy Bill and quoted from tho books tlmt personal law did not appiy in Mustafa 
Kotnal Pasha’s Turkey of which tho Muslims were so proud, 

Mr. Raft Ahmed Kidwai, replying to tho debate, made a Bporting offer to the 
Muslim members whoa ho said that tho Government was quite prepared to apply 
Muslim personal law in tho Bill if the Muslims agreed to its application not only in 
tho case of poor Muslim tenants but also in respect of big zamtudnris and taluq laris 
also, ilo invited tho Muslims to bring a private bill making tho Shariat law applica¬ 
ble to all the Muslims in tho provinces and tlio Oovornmont would support it. He 
reiterated tho Premier's statement that regarding ejectment if any bettor course was 
suggested by tho Opposition tho Government would bo willing to consider the same. 

Tho House adopted tho motion of tho Hovenno Minister, Mr. Kidwai that the 
Bill bo taken into consideration, aftor which it adjournad till Nov, 28. 

Best and Revenue Relies Bill 

Tbo U. P. Pent and Revenue! (Relief) Bill was nlso introduced today providing 
tho same amount of relief to tho tenants in Oudh in casus of agricultural calamities 
as in tho Agra province. But it omiSd not bo passed as a Congress member, Mr. 
Charan hinyh moved an amendment to tho suhodtilo attached to it, whten was 
being discussed when tho House rose for tho day and adjourned till Nov. 28. 

2Btb. NOVEMBER The Assembly adjourned nflor question timo to-day os a mark 
of respect to tlio memory of Maulanrt Shaukat AH and Mahatma Hanxraj to whom 
rich tributes were paid by Premier Pant, party loadura and tho Speaker of the 
House, Shri I'urshottam Has Tendon, 

Tits Tenancy Act Amend. Bill (Cottm.) 

26th. NOVEMBER :—The House took tip to-day tho Tenancy Bill for considera¬ 
tion ciauRO by clause. fctix aroetidmouls woro disouBsod during tho course of 
the (lay, of which none was carried. Ono of them urged that tho Kumaon and 
excluded and partially exclude I areas ho brought within tho purview of tho Bill 
and another Wauted that the Oudh Kent Act of 188U bo hot repealed by this Bill. 

30th. NOVEMBER :—Two divisions took place to-day in connection with amotid- 
mcnlx, ono on tho closure motion moved by a Congress member and the other on 
tho amendment moved yesterday by a Muslim Issaguor seeking to omit the doliui- 
tions of 'commissioner' and 'board* in clause 3(3). 

When tho closure motion was carried only nftor ono speech made from tho 
Opposition benohos on the amendment, Kawabzoda hiaqat Ali Khan omphatioaily 
protested against tlio tactics of tlio Congress party to muzzto tho discussion oven on 
such a vory important umundmoiit. Tho fipmtkcr remarked that the Government 
should sue that tlio closure ^ motions were net moved too early. Three amendmonts 
moved from tho Opposition benches of a minor character woro accepted by the 
Government today. 

Joint Seulon of tho Legii!»ture 1st. to 5th, December 

Sixar & Court Fees Amend. Bills 

let. DECEMBER :-Tho Uoilod Provinces Legislature matio history to-day bv 
holding tho First joint session of tho two Houses to resolve the deadlock over tho 
trump and Court Fees Bills and continued for four days till tbo 5th. Dec. 

. Tlio Government in its anxiety to dispose of business expeditiously, had 
issuod a strict whip, enjoining on all Congress mombora to abstain from participation 
id the dobato and as no such stricture applied to members of tho Opposition, the 
debate became a one-sidod affair. Uowovar, tho setting in which tho session was 
held provided somn liveliness, Sir Sitaram, President of tho Legislative Council, 
presided and tho Speaker, Mr. Pursholtamdai Tandon sat beside the Premier. 

Over 210 members wore presoot, and tho Government whips had calculated 
that they would win with a comfortable margin of 70 votes. This fouling of sure 
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success in the lobby was perhaps resposible for a short speech by Dr. K. N. Katju. 
Minister of Justice, in moving the consideration of the Stamp Bill. 

The most interesting feature of tho dobato was la tho manner in which 
the change of seats and of scenes had affected tho yiows held in the past. Pandit 
Qovind Bailahh Pant and Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, the Nawab of Chhattari, 
who then sat on the Treasury Benches, were in favour of increase in stamp duty 
and court fees. Sir Maharaj Singh confessed that he had changed his views 
and the Nawab of Chhattsri twitted the Treasury Benches by observing that who¬ 
ever occupied those benches bceumo a victim to the technique of bis prcdecesors. 
Mr. Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim felt provoked by the Opposition attacks and 
pleaded that tho Government measures were aimed at obtaining funds for bene¬ 
ficent activities. It was one thing, ho said, for taxes to be imposed by an irres¬ 
ponsible government and another by a popular government. He added that the 
scheme of taxation reduced the burden of the poor while it increased the burden 
of the rich. 

The case far the Opposition was opened by Mr, Mahathir Kidwai whose argu¬ 
ments wero roinforcod by Mr. Hamchandra Oupla , Mr, I ska Khan, Mr. Hasan, 
the Nawab of Chhattari , Sir Maharaj Singh, Mr. Aziz Ahmed Khan and Rai 
Bahadur Mohantal, They criticised the Government for having unnecessarily 
precipitated a joint session. 

A majority of 80 votes for tho Government was recorded and this revealed to the 
Opposition parties the hopelessness of their task in trying to argue in favour of 
the amendments made by the Upper House. For some time, the Moslem League 
party in the Assembly took the leading part in the debate but, later, consultations 
m the lobby made them leave tho task of leading the debate to the Upper Boose. 
The division was precipitated by the chief Government whip, Mr. V. N. Tivary , 
who moved closure of the debate immediately after the House met after luoeb 
hour, and the motion was carried by 155 votes to 75 votes. Later, the President 
informed tho House that three votes counted on the side of the Government were 
doubtful and that he would mention the revised poll to-morrow. 

The motion for taking tho Stamp Bill into consideration was adopted, and there¬ 
after two amendraants of tho Government wuto disenssed and carried without a 
division. Tho House then adjourned. 

2nd. DECEMBER :—Tho debate developed to-day to a high pitch of eloquence and 
liveliness which amply mado up for yesterday’s dullness. The Opposition's tactics 
to provoke the Government benches to break thotr self-imposed silence succeeded 
and tho House hoard for three-quarter of as hour lively orations in which the 
Premier delivered many a broadside. 

When the House met the remaining three amendments to tho Stamp Bill 
had been carried within half an hour after a discussion in which Dr. Katj a spoke 
for tha Government and Rai Bahadur Mohanlal for the Upper House. 

“These are not taxation measures,*’ said Pandit Pant, “They are taxation 
moasures only to the exleut that they are money Bills hut they lower the charges 
for the poor aud increase them for the rich. They readjust the burden between 
the two and are measures based on equity and fair play. They propose to remove 
defects and foibles in Stamps Act and Oourt Fees Act. While those Bills merely 
aim at removing discrimination in favour of rich xaratndars, we shall soon come 
up with proposals for lowering further the burden of the poor and increasing that 
of the richer classes". 

The Stamp Bill was passed by 155 votes 64—a shrinkage of II votes in the 
Opposition’s strength and an increase of live votes on tho side of the Government 
compared with yesterday. 

The House after tho vote took up consideration of the Court Fees Amendment 
Bill and after some debate adjourned til! the next day. 

3rd. DECEMBER Members of all shales of opinioD belonging to the Opposition 
opposed tooth and nail the Court Fees Bill to-day. The argument advaucod by the 
Premier and the Afinisfer of Justice that the object of the two Bills was to put 
additional taxation on the rich and to decrease taxation of the poor failed to carry 
conviction with those not belonging to the Congress benches, A'lintuar Sir Maharaj 
8>ngh, ex-Home Member, in the course of his Ivery able and thoughtful speech. 
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pointed out that tha proper course for tho Government would hrivo boon to tell the 
Hoeso that they had boon ablo to effect every possible economy and further taxation 
%vas needed as those economies wore insufficient. Ho rightly stressed that the real 
object of tho measure was to enhance revenue. 

If tho object was roallv to help tho poor, why did not tho Government restore 
tho old scales which wore raised in 1930 ? This pertinent question was put by 
Hai Bahadur Mohan Lai. That tho basic principle underlying tho Court Fees Bill, 
namely to tax justice, Wits a vicious principle, was tho view expressed by another 
member, Mr, Zahirul ffasnnin Lari, The hon. Dr, K. N. Katjn. in his 
reply, quoted tho view expressed by Sir Shah Muhammad Sutaiman that the court 
fee should bear some relation to tho valno of rights claimed and to tho amount of 
time occupied in decidiug it. Sgrd Aga Haidar strongly controverted this view 
holding that it was an obitur dictum. Ho said : ‘You convert your courts into a 
taxi-cab if yon nro going to levy court feo according to tho lime inkan.' 

Tho House divided twico on closure motion in tho course of the day. 

Every amendment moved by tho Minister was adopted despite vigorous opposition 
benches. It was 5-]5 p. tn, when tho most comprotiensivo and lengthy amondment 
raising the scale of court feo in various suits was carried anJ tlto Government 
insisted on night sitting to finish llw Hit) to-day, Tho Muslim raembors objected 
and it was eventually settled that tho House ho adjuurnud till the 5th. 

5ih, DECEMBER:—Dr. Katju moved an amendment to-dav to Clause Eight raising 
the valuation of the /.aroindnri property in pormanontly settled areas for purposes of 
assessing court fees from 20 to 30 times the annual rovetmo, Hu pointed out that 
tho market value far exceeded tho 30 times, 'The amuudmeot was opposed by Dr. 
Ham I’g'h Singh but adopted by tho House. 

Another amendment was next adopted raising tho valuation from six to too times 
tho annual revenue whore the land formed an entire estate or a definite share of 
tho estate and such revenue was sullied but not pormanontly. 

After n great dnal of discussion tho House dividotl and passed the Court Foes 
Bill by 129 against -1? votes. The President said that the business for which tha two 
Chambers had boon called had concluded and then dissolved tho mooting. 

The Tenancy Bat, Debate (Contd.) 

6th. DECEMBER ;—The Assembly met to-dny iu connection with the Tenancy Bill 
and progress was too slow owing to tho stiff and stubborn opposition of ttio Govern¬ 
ment to every amendment emanating from the Opposition bunches. Tlio whole of tho 
day was taken up with tho discussion of tho amendments to Cluusu 3 relating to the 
definition ‘graveland’ nnd tho improvements which a tenant is permitted to mako on 
Ins bolding. While the Bill, as it hits emerged from tho select committee, is quite 
Ateral to the tenants in several respects, certain nmondoionls ware carried to-day 
giving them further rights at tho expunsu of tho zamindars, Ooo of them provided 
that they could construct tanks fur storage purposes. This amendment stood in 
tho name of Hawaii Jamtthrd Mi Slum who was absent but it was permitted to be 
moved by the Congress Koetnliit member, 61r. Vishambhnr Datjal Triphatlii. Nawab 
Yusuf and other members of the Opposition parties strongly opposod tho amendment 
witieh was eventually adopted by lliu House by ]T)7 to 27 votes. Tho other amend¬ 
ments which wero rejected urged that terracing or levelling should not como within 
tho scope of improvements for which a tenant could claim compensation, 

7th DECEMBER Clnusn ,T of tho Bill, dealing with tha definitions of tho 
various terms occurring in subsequent sections was passed to-day. While the 
Government accepted a verbal amendment, that moved by tha Opposition members, 
which in any mariner affect or alter tho main sehemo embodied in tho Bill, was 
vigorously opposed by tho Government aud rejected by tho House, 

That tho landlord mcmliors aro not at all opposod to tho just and proper rights 
being conceded to tenants was made clear when Nawab Yusuf and others extended 
their support to tho amendment rnovoi by a Congress Member, Bandit Vishambbar 
Dayal Trigalhi , that ‘sayar’ should not include tho payment for tha uso of water 
for irrigation from natural sources. Nawab Yusuf said that wherever tho vital interests 
of tenants were concerned tha zaraiudars wuro over ready to sacrifice their claims. 
Them was an interesting discussion on tho amondmunt moved by Raja Bishcshttr 
Vagal Seth fur the deletion of the provision embodied in clause 4 that ao agreement 
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between & tenant and a Jiniholder was void if it purported to present a hereditary 
tenant from acquiring any of tbe rights conferred on hereditary tenants. The Baja 
consented that the taioq Jars’ consent was necessary for the enactment of this 
section, so far as OnJh was concerned. This amendment, being opposed to the 
Terr basic principle of tbe new legislation, was opposed by the members of the 
Muslim League paity. 

Before the Boose adjourned, another important amendment was moved by Ur. 
Mubashtr Jjtuain Ktdwai to delete tbe provision of msling an agreement void if it 
purported to tale away tbe right of a tenant to sab-let. This amendment was 
opposed by tbe Government on tha ground that sob-letting was a valuable right 
which a tenant should enjoy, and was rejected by the House. The House then 
adjourned. 

8th. DECEMBER :—Under the existing law the right of sab-letting is given 
only to men in military service. The Government thought that tbe same right 
should also be extended to those in the police service and, accordingly, made a 
provision is the Tenancy Bill to-day. Mr. Mubashir Bastes in Kidicai moved for the 
deletion of the provision relating to tbe police and this amendment was carried. Bat 
another amendment of bis which wanted to extend tbe right to all Government 
servants was defeated, with the result that the proposed concession to policemen 
was also lost 

9th. DECEMBER :—Mr. Bansgopal moved to-day that tbe right granted to men 
in military service be also deleted. Nawab Sir Mohmed Yusuf protested against this 
injustice to those who were engaged in thdVJefence of the country, and Messrs. 
Panxeji anil Zahoor Ahmed also expressed tbe same view. Kunwar Sir Raha raj 
Singh beld on the contrary, that policemen who served in the province and could 
attend to private affairs did not stand in the same category as soldiers, and that 
the Assembly bad righty omitted the grant of right to policemen ; but it should retain 
the right enjoyed at present by soldiers. 

The Premier, Pandit Ootrind BaUahh Pant, expressed surprise at the attitude of 
Nawab Sir Alohiammad Yusuf who. as a member of tbe Rent and Revenue Commi¬ 
ttee, did not vote for the grant of right of snb-letting to soldiers. The Premier 
explaineJ that military service was under the Central Government and the Ministry 
felt that the concession which was given to men in that service should be given 
also to tbe police which worked under tbe provincial Government. Bat the House 
having voted down tbe extension of right to policemen, there was strength in tbe 
argument that it be withhold from soldiers as welL 

Hr. Kidicai, the Revenue Minister, replying to the debate, declared that his 
information was that people who joined the Army did not as a rule sab-let their 
holdings. He added that for the present the House should accept Mr. BansgcpaPt 
amendment and at a later stage the Government would consider whether some 
agreed formula could be adopted so that small cultivators who took to the police 
and tbe Army as a career could receive the right of sub-letting. 

The amendment was carried and Clause six as amended was passed. 

After lunch the two main amendments moved by Nawab Sir Mohammad Yusuf 
on behalf of Agra zemindars and tbe other by Raja Jaqannalh Baksh Singh on 
behalf of the Oudb taluqdars on sir land, were defeated w.thout a division. 

12th. DECEMBER :—Five amendments to Cause 7 (a) of the Bill defining sir 
were discussed during the day and all of them were rejected by the House. Two 
of them sought to include within the definition Sand acquired as air under tbe Agra 
Tenancy Act of 1926 or land which, but for error or omission, should have beon 
recorded as sir. 

Another amendment wanted to raise the limit of exemption regarding sir res¬ 
trictions from a maximum local rate of Rs. -3 or land revenue ol Rs, 250 to a local 
rate of Rs. 100 or land revenue of Rs. 1.C00. In other words, the amendment urged 
that zemindars paying less than Its. 1,000 as land revenue should be regarded as 
small zamiodars. Some members of the Opposition drew the attention of tbe 
Government to the fact that the limit of exemption from agricultural tax in Bihar 
was npto Rs. 5,000. Tbe Revenue Minister , opposing, said that tbe Government 
would bear this fact in mind when framing the Bill for agricultural tax. 

18 
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13lb. DECEMBER : —Three divisions look place to-day in connection with amend¬ 
ments to the Bill, in all of which the Government had a decisive majority. 
The Opposition did not challenge divisions in order to tost their strength, but in 
order to assert their right. Another unsuccessful attempt was made today to make 
the Government change their arbitrary decision about small zamindars and big 
zamindars. An amendment was moved by a Muslim Leagne member to the effect 
that zamindars paving a local rat© of not moro than Rs. DO (or land revenue of not 
more than Rs. &60l should be regarded ns small zamindars in connection with 
restriction of sir rights. 

14»b, DECEMBER An amendment of far-reaching significance was moved by 
a Muslim J-eaguo party mombor today with a view to providing land for landless 
labourers, and it was strongly supported by member after member. They said it 
was the acid test of the Government's professed sympathy for landless labourers. 
Chapter and verse wore quoted from the Congress agrarian committee's teport in 
which it had been calculated that there were nearly 40 lakhs of landless labourers 
for whom soma relief should lie provided. The proposal put forward by the Oppo¬ 
sition was that the land which would cease to bo sir under the present Tenancy Act 
should be given to landless labourers of the village community after its relinquish¬ 
ment by uon-oceupauey tenants within throe agricultural years. 

‘If even an amondmoat like this is not acceptable, it goes to prove without an? 
doubt that your object is not what you profess it to bo’, said Nawabsada Muhammad 
Liaqat Ali Khan. “Wits it because they had no rigilt to vote that no provision was 
rondo for them in the Bill’ V This was tho question put by Mr. Ishaq Khan. That 
the Congress sang a different tune when it camo to the question of improving the 
economic condition of tho poor people who had no vote was tho oritioism mado by 
Afatcub Sir Muhammad i'usuf. 

"Without accepting tho amendment, tho Revenue Minister announced a scheme to 
provide land for landless labourers in each village community. Ho promised to 
bring forward an amendment on bolialf of tho Government after consulting Opposi¬ 
tion ioadoiH, whereupon tho amendment was withdrawn. Tho Minister's announce¬ 
ment gave satisfaction to the entire Ifouso. 

Tho House passed today Clausa y and begun to dismiss amendments to Clause 8 (a) 
dealing with demarcation of joint sir. Clause 8 however was adopted on tho noit day. 

16th. DECEMBER Clauses 10, II and 13 of tho Tenancy Bill were passed 
today. There remained 303 clauses yot to bo discussed. The House discussed during 
the courso of tho day a numfcor of amendments, which wore oither rejected or 
withdrawn. One of them urged that zamindars should have expropriatury rights in 
sir land, while another wanted that tenants should have hereditary rights in sir 
lands. The Government opposed tho latter amendment on tho ground that it sought 
to upset the baaio principle of tho Bill and the Muslim League party Buppartod the 
Government. 

I?th, DECEMBER :—Tho final consideration of Clause 13 of the Bill was post¬ 
poned io order that tho wording of amendments adopted by the Assembly might bo 
referred to tho Law department. A new provisun to Clause 13-A, dealing with the 
rights of certain tenants of sir, was added by the House to day on n motion made 
by tho parliamentary secrolary to the Revenue Minister, Mr. A. P, Jain. Kunwar 
Sir Afakaroj Singh moved an amendment seeking io add another provision which 
urged that no hereditary rights should accrue in land which was sir before the 
Commencement of tho Agra Tenancy Act of 1920 or the Gudh Kent Amondment Act 
of 1321. An objection was raised by tho Revcimo Minister to tho consideration of 
this amendment on tho ground that it was a [rogation of tho amendment already 
accepted by (ho House in regard to hereditary rights for tenants. Tho Minister was 
also supported by his parliamentary sccrutaiy but their objection was not uphold 
by the Deputy Speaker. Tho amendment was discussed and rejected by tho House. 

19th. DECEMBER A number of clauses in Chapter II of tho Tenancy Bill 
were passed to day in redrafted form. This related to (11 application for demarca¬ 
tion of sir , (2f demarcation of sir, (3j demarcation of air tu easo of joint air or 
Joint Khudkasht and H) certain circumstances in which a sir-holder cannot eject his 
tenant. The last clausa dealing with the rights of tenants of sir was also redrafted 
and it was under discussion whoa tho House adjourned for the day. 
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Raja Bisheshwar Dni/al Seth moved for tho deletion of all these clauses one by 
odd on the ground that they made unjustifiable encroachment on the air rights of 
zamiudars. lie also took very strong objection to tho unwarranted and arbitrary 
differentiation made by tlm Government between small landlords and big landlords 
and between one kind of hr and aDoiher kind of sir. As ho himself said be was 
OghtiDg for a principle. Bis plea for justice and fair play to zamindars in connection 
with their air rights was no more than a ory on the wilderooss and every one of 
big amendments was rejected. 

20th. DECEMBER A point of constitutional Interest was raised today by 
Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth whether tho local Government and the local Legisla¬ 
ture were competent to grant hereditary rights to tenants under the Government 
of India Act. 1035, in disregard of tho sanads granted to Taluqdars by an authority 
BUporior to the local Govorpmont. In reply to (he motion, Mr, A. P. Jain, Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary made a strong attack on tho TnluqJari system. He said that a 
vast majority of Taluqdars wero parasites who were adding to the wealth of tho 
nation but took away tho hard-earned produce of tenants. He added that no 
argument that the Taluqdars hold any rights under sanads would be of any avail 
to-day and they could not stitle the voice of the nation. 

Clauses 13 F, 14, 15, 10, IT and 18 of the Bill wero passed by the House. In 
moving an amendment for the redaction of the period of tennro for sub-tenants 
under c r auso 13 F (3), Nawab Sir Mohammad Yusuf pointed out that any 
wild cat sotaeroo for elimination of zemindars might bo a vote-oalohiog stunt but 
could not permanently solve tho economic problem of tho tenants. 

21»t, DECEMBER Mr. Raft Ahmed Kidwai, Minister for Revenue, announced 
to-day an important scheme framed by tbo Government to provide land for landless 
labourers in villages. It was as follows :— 

(1) A resident of a village who is neither a landholder nor tenant of any land 
may apply to the assistant collector in charge of the sub-division that ho wishes to 
cultivate land io his village and on receipt of soch application the assistant collector 
shall after satisfying himself by such enquiry as he thinks Bt that the applicant 
intends to onlfivate will proceed as follows : 

(A) Allot to him land which is in tho cultivation of a landlord assessed to more 
than Rs. 25 loeal rate. 

(B) If no such land is available, allot to him land which is in the cultivation of 
a landlord assessed to Rs. 25 or less than Rs. 25 as local rate and who cultivates 
more than 20 acres. 

(G) If no such land is available, allot to him land which is cultivated by a 

tenant who cultivates more than 30 acres otherwise than as a sub-tenant 

or a tenant of sir. 

{D) If no suoh land is available allot to him waste land. 

Provided that the assistant collector shall not allot to tho applicant more 

than five acres of land : 

(2) The applicant shall become a hereditary tenant of tbo land allotted to him 
coder the provisions of this clause and shall be liable to pay such rent as the 
assistant collector may determine. 

<3) In a case coming under olauso (C) of subolause (1) the right of the tenant 
shall cease in the land allotted and the assistant collector alia!! determine the rent 
payable by him for the remainder of his holding. 

(4) If in a case under clause (A) or (B) of subclause (1), the land allotted is 
sir, such land shall cease to be sir, 

(5) No person shall apply under this section who might succeed to a tenancy 
under the provisions of sections from 30 to 33 or on whom a proprietary or under- 
proprietary right in the village might devolve, 

A number of amendments w ere discussed and the Assembly then adjourned 
to Jan 3. 



The U. P. Legislative Council 

Autumn—Session—29th. August to 3rd. September 1938 

The autumn session of tho U. R. Legislative Council opened at Lucknow on tho 
29th. August 1938, Sir Sila Ram presiding. There was a fairly good attendance. 

The President announced the assent of tho Governor fo tho Maternity Rencfit 
Act and tho Legislative Chambers (Memtiers' Emoluments) Ac!. This was followed 
by tho announcement by lire secretary of the concur renco by the Assembly in 
tho amendments roadn by tho Council to tho first offenders' Probation Pill, the 
Borstal Bill and tho Prisoners' Release on Probatnm Bill. 

Tho secretary laid on tho table various Bills passed by tho Assembly in tho 
last session and announced a message received from the Assembly regarding (heir 
disagreement with Bit) amendments made by tho Council to tho Stamp Bill ami 
tho Court Fees Bill. 

Removal ok Comtu enoss 

30th. AUGUST :—Praiso fur tho Government for taking up seriously the 
question of ridding tho province of corruption and for Sir Malmraj Singh and other 
members of tho corruption committee fur their prompt work in producing an ad¬ 
mirable report was showered from all sections of the House whoa tho Council took 
up consideration ot tho report lo-day. 

Mr. Afohanial Shah opined that thoso who rose from tho ranks wore generally 
moro prone fo corrupt habits limn those directly nominated and pluaded for greater 
direct recruitment. He favoured appointments through tho Public Services Com¬ 
mission, Mr, liamrhandra Oujita said corruption )u tho services was tho darkest 
spot in public life, lie was sure that corruption irua rampant in every department 
though it differed in degree. Ho appealed to tho Government to seek co-operation of 
tho public to give effect to the committee's recommendations, so that they may not 
remain only a pious wish. Mr. Shtrwant urged the abolition of honorary magistracies, 
as tho institution was made for corruption. Mr. V haudrabhul (Congress) hoped tho 
present Government would bo more successful than tho past Governments in their 
efforts to root out the evil. Ho suggested that tho names of those officers found 
guilty of corruption should bo pnbiiKhed in tho administration report and also that 
action should bo taken against them. Olmudhtiry Akhtur Hussain challenged the 
representative character of tho committee and held that it did net represent all shade*, 
of opinion, nor Government department. 

The hon. Dr. K N. Kntju, replying to the debate, said that tbo question was 
under consideration of tho Finance Department. Ho hoped the Council would not 
hesitate to sanction funds for it. Ho contended that it was not a question of public 
opinion on the subject, which was a legacy of tho protracted foreign domination. 
Replying to tho charge made regarding tho nuti-corruptian drive against Muslims, 
ho said tho Government was not to be deteired. from rooting out the evil by any 
body of communal considerations and appealed to members to givo to thy Govern¬ 
ment ctedit for disinterested public service. Tho House then udjourned, 

874311* A Cmuir Fees Bills 

31*1. AUGUST :—Ttio first serious hitch between ilia two Houses of tho Legis¬ 
lature occurred to day whan the Council refused to rcconsidor the various amend¬ 
ments mado by it in its last session to the Stamp (Amendments) Bill and the 
Court Fees (Amendments) Bill, all of which had been negatived by tho Assembly 
earlier in this month. 

Each one of tho amendments was most dispassionately considered, and the House 
saw no reason to reverse its previous vordiet. In tho circumstances, mombeis of 
the Opposition resented the remark of tho Minister of Justice that his arguments 
would not penetrate tho wails behind which they wore entrenched and that it was 
no use trying to convince them. Chaudburi Akktar Hussain made a spirited 
speech emphasising that tho Minister's remark was uncalled for and was a great 
injustice to tbo Council. Ho added that the House was cooperating with the 
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Government to the very best of (heir reason. Otherwise, not a single clause in 
tbeso two Rills would have been accepted by them. 

In tho absence of tho Minister for Justice. Mr. Lakahmi Nnrayan, parliamentary 
secretary, spoko and expressed his sense of disappointment at what ho characterized 
as the class spirit shown hy tho Opposition. There were three divisions in the 
course of tho day, in ail of which Government were defeated. Tho two Bills 
now went back to tho Assembly prior to beiDp placed before a joint session of tho 
two Houses, 

Demand fok A turvemc College 

lit SEPTEMBER Tho Houso discussed Don-official resolutions to-day. Mr. 
Ratan Lai Juin (Congress) moved a resolution recommending to tho Government to 
start a first guide college at an early dale at some suitable cenlro to impart higher 
education and training in tho Ayurvedic and Dnaui systems of medicine. Ho drew 
aiteotioo to tho scientifio basis of these two systems which had tho sanction of ages 
behind them and continued to bo highly popular among the masses despite tho fact 
that they had not been encouraged by tho State since the advont of the British Gov¬ 
ernment in India. 

Jtui Bahadur Thakur Ranutnan Singh, leader of tho Opposition, moved an amend¬ 
ment to tho effect that training should bo imparted in Hindi or Urdu, and pointed 
out that tlio products of the Medical Co'lego woro not euough to provide medical aid 
to tho people in rural areas. Further, far moro was being spout oo the salaries of allo¬ 
pathic doctors than on tbo purchase of medicines, and tho system was not as beneficial 
as tho indigenous system, 

Unfit Muhammad Ibrahim , Minister, detailed tho help rendered by the Government 
to tbo various existing Ayurvedic and Unani institutions. A sum of lis. 45,000 each 
was paid to tiro Benares and Aligarh universities, Its. 10,000 each to two schools at 
Ilardwar and Lucknow, Rs. l.OCO to an Ayurvedic institution at Jhansi and Rs. 40,500 
to the Board of Indian Medicine, for encouragement to Yards aod Hakims The 
Minister added that recently the Government had decided to open a largo number _ of 
indigenous dispensaries in rural areas and asked tho mover to withdraw the resolution. 
The resolution was thereupon withdrawn. 

Govt. Loans Payable to Local Bodies 

Lain Mohan Lai Sah moved the next resolution recommending to Governtneot to 
withdraw the Government circular do. 229-11 59 F. I. dated March 18, 1938, relating 
to interest oo Government loans payable by local bodies and to reduce interest on all 
loans to local bodies to per cent, per annum, unless such rate was lower. 

Hafiz Muhammad Ibrahim, Minister, said that the present rates of interest were 
so favourable that he personally would have liked to pay off all loans that the local 
Government took for inipation projects but unfortunately it was not open under the 
Niemeyer Award. Tho tocal Government gave loans to focal bodies from borrowings 
• from the Government of India and the rate of interest charged was the rate prevailing 
at tho time when the loans were taken. 

Tho resolution was rejected without division, 

PmviLECES of Members 

Mr. Ram Chandra Cupta moved a resolution recommending to the Government 
to bring a bill dt-Uning the privileges of the members of the legislature, the bill being 
drafted on the advice of a committee of the two Chambers, He pointed out that sec. 
71 of tbo Government of India Act contemplated the enactment of such a bill. 

The resolution was adopted and the House adjourned. 

Esitlotment Statistics 

2nd. SEPTEMBER :-Tbo bon. Dr . K. N. Katju moved an official resolution to-day 
recommending that tho following matters enumerated in the provincial legislative 
list should be regulated iu this province by an Act of the Central Legislature :— 411 
Srtaiistics of emplovment and (i) offences against aod the jurisdiction and powers of 
courts with respect to the said Act of the Central Legislature, The Minister 
ei plained that in the month of May, 1937, the Government of India addressed tha 
provincial Governments stating that the question of middle class unemployment was 
under consideration and that it was proposed to tho con trai Government that statistics 
of unemployment should bo collected but tho Govenuauet of India preferred to 
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coticot statistics of emplovmout in llio different branches of industry, which would 
indicate the limits of absorption in tho different industries and other branches of 
employment. The |nw»inoi«1 Governments agreed to necessary legislation being 
uujeriaken by the central Uoveiuruout which pioposod that the enquiry should he 
confined to regulated factories, umios ami railways. The Government of the Lulled 
Provinces su-ecstcd that tho statistics of crujjloyment should cover registered 
companies, bank assouiations, municipal aud district boards, and Government 
derailment. Tliesu statistics would show the icquiremenfs in the different branches 
of employment. Tho provincial Government could amend tho central legislation 
whenever occasion arose. Tho Minister I bought that such statistics would servo 
a very useful puipose. Tho icsolutiou was adopted after some discussion. 

Bills Passed 

Tho I louse passed into law four Hills within five minutes, there being no amend- 
nsouts tabled lo ihens as llioy woro of a hod -c<»utrovt»i«ai eliaiaeter, TheseBills 
had already been passed by iho Assembly. They were Iho Alraoia Honorary Assistaut 
Collectors Decrees and Older* Validating Bill, »bo I’ublio Gambling (Amendment) Hill, 
the Bengal Kegulaiion Repo-ding Bill and Ihe Abatement of Kent Suits Bill- The 
Council then adjourned. 

3rd. SEPTEMBER Tho Opposition whs not aleil to-day in challenging a division 
in time when tho fresident declared that tho inotiuu made by Bai Bahadur Babu 
Mohnnlal to refer to a select enmmilteu tho Regulartzation of Kemissioos Bill 

was lost. Many of the numbers mnainid in Iho lobbies when Ibo debate con- 

chnled, and those timt icmaiued, to quote fho President, were looking at each other 
and at onu another, but none of them stood up in time. A division was, however, 

challenged on the third reading of the Bill which was passed by iho House by 

an overwhelming majority, A similar motion for roforouco to a seloot committee was 
made in respect of tho Stay of Proceedings (ltuvenuo CouiIs) (Amendment) Bill, 
which received no support from noy section and was rojeefed without divisiou. The 
Council was at this stage prorogued. 

Special Se esion— 29th- Not. to 5th. December 1938 

Tho Kjipoial session of tho Council commenced on tho 29th. November and 
enntini).d tdl tho 5th. December. As n niaik of respect to tho sacred memory of tho 
late Kui Bahadur N. K. Mukherjop, M. L. A , Allahalnd, Mahatma Unnsraj, Maulana 
Fhaukst All and Musfafa Kemal Alntuin, tho Council adjourned to-day without 
transacting any business after tho president Sir Stia Ram had (mid an eloquent 
tribute to cadi of them on his own behalf as well as on behalf of the Council. 

IrariEASE is Suoatwane Cess 

30tb. NOVEMBER Tho ontiro business scheduled for this session of Iho Council 
was concluded to-day rind tho Government were confronted by an adjournment motion 
brought by L>r, It am Ugrah Singh to discuss tho faihiro of tho Government to honour 
the undertaking given by tho Minister of Justice in February not to increase lair under 
see. 21) of tho Sugar Factories Control Act beyond’ tho limit of onu pice per maumj 
without tho sanction of tho legislature. Dr. Singh did not want that any 
democratic Government sfiould have a right to imposo tax without tho sanction of 
the legislature and refused to withdraw his motion unless Iho Government brought 
forward tho resolution for discussion during tho present session. The Minister for 
Communications later agreed to Iho matter being discussed by tho Council after 
the joint sesssion and pointed out that ho was not himself in a position to fix a 
particular dale as tho Minister of Justice was not hero. Ho said that bo could 
commit the Minister of Justice on his return today. The adjournment motion was 
thereupon withdrawn. 

Tho House passed into law tho Mela# Bill and tho Temporary Postponement of 
Execution of Decrees (Amendment) Bill. 

Tho Council held a joint session with tho Assembly from tho lit. to 5th. 
December to discuss and pass fho Stamp and Court Fees Bills ’ and then 
reverted to its own business when by a majorify of eight ecu to nine votes it 


• For proceedings see Assembly Section p. 134. 
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turned dtiwo the Governm»tit resolution sponsored by Pf. fTatju. Minister of 
Justice and Development, seeking the approval of the House for the levy of cess at 
the rate of half an anna per maunl on sugarcane entering the local areas comprise 1 
in vacuum pan sugar factories in the U. P, for consumption, use or sale therein for 
the cane-crushing season of J93S-39, and carried the amendment that the cess be three 
pies instead of sir pies. 

Tits House the passed into law the Rent and Revenue (Reliefl Bill transmitted 
from the Assembly without any amendment and was adjourned sine die. 


Bills passed by the Assembly in 1937 

The following eleven Bills which were passed by the Assembly during the rear 
1937 receive.} the assent of His Excellency the Governor and became Acts. 

Tha United Provinces Ministers' Salaries Act laid down that Ministers should be 
paid Rs. SCO per mensem and be entitled to free resilence. 

The Unite] Provinces Legislature (Officers' Salaries) Act laid down the salaries of 
the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, President and Deputy President and provided for a free 
residence for the Speaker. 

Tie United Provinces Parliamentary Secretaries (Removal of Disqualification) Act 
enabled salaried Parliamentary Secretaries to continue to be members of the Provincial 
Legislature. 

Tue United Provinces Municipalities (Amendmeut) Act postponed the general 
municipal elections at Naini Tat and Mtissoorio in view of the pending revision of the 
Municipalities Act. 

The Agra Tenancy (Amendment) Act enabled tenants in certain permanently 
settled areas to sue for abatement of rent and extended the period for instituting 
these suits. 

The United Provinces Entertainments and Betting Tax Act imposed a tax on 
amusements and betting on the lines of the Acts in force in Bengal, Bombay and the 
I'urnab. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists' Relief (Amendment* Act provided for the levy 
of court foes on plaints and applications under the original Act. 

The Unit el Provinces Muslim Waqfs (Amendmensl Act was passed to legalize the 
appointments of Provincial Commissioners of AVaqfs. 

The Temporary Postponement of Elocution of Decrees Act was subjected to 
certain amendments as a result of discussion. Its object was to prevent agriculturists 
from being compellai to pay up amounts whirl) they could ;.ot really afford to pay, 
or which it was inequitable that they should be called upon to pay pending legislation 
on the subject. The Act provided that the execution of certain types of decrees 
against agriculturists should be postponed as a temporary measure. 

The most important Act passed, and the only one which provoked lively 
discussion, wa3 the United Provinces Stay of Proceedings (Revenue Courts) Act 
(No. IV of 1937). On assuming offices the Congress Government had stayed 

various revenue proceedings in order to protect cultivators. These orjers had 
been attacked as being illegal, and legislation was therefore introduced to 

legalize the position. Some concession was made to tho interests of the zemindars, 
and the Bill was slightly more favourable to them than were the stay orders. 
Accordingly the zammdars, while disapproving the principle of the staying of 
proceedings, were not anxious to vote against the Bill. The Bill provided for 
the stay of all original suits for arrears of rent prior to 1344 rabi and provides! 
for the stay of other proceedings including ejectment. The zammdars generally 
urged that it was inequitable to stay the proceedings of rent realization 
while no steps were being taken to stay the realization of revenue or to 

refund revenue that had already been paid. Tha Bill was eventually adopted 
nrm con. Subsequently certain defects which were brought to the notice of 

Government were removed in the United Provinces Stay of Proceedings (Revenue 
Courts) (Amendment) Act (No. VI of 1937). 

Bill* Pasted by the Council in 1937 

The Council passed 11 official Bills during the year, all of which Iial been 
transmitted by the Assembly after having been passed by that House. 
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Tho United Provinces Legislature (Officers' Salaries) Bit! was, in fin) first 
instance, passed by tho Council with an amendment seeking to reduce the salary 
of Uio Deputy Speaker from lit. 2,001) to Its iOjO par year, but as ilia Assembly 
did not agree to this change (ho ('muie.il acquiesced to the original proposal. 

The United Provinces Stay of Pruueu lings iBeVcnuo Courts) lid!, tlio tom- 
iiorary Poslpooement of Exucotion of Decree's Bill, mid tho United Provinces 
Kntprlainmoots and Betting Tax Bill evoked considerable interest and ware 
agreed to by tho IIouho nfter prolonged discussion. Threw nun-official Bills 
were introduced to amend the United Provinces Encumbered Estates Act and 
odo to aroond the United Provinces Agriculturists’ Belief Act. 

Bills Passed by the Assembly in 1938 

Tlio United Provincea Borstal Hilt which was introduced in tho Assembly an tho 
25th. January, 101(8, was considered mid passed on the 20lh. April. It provide i for 
the establishment of ©no or moru Borstal Institutions for the segregation nnd 
reformation of adolescent offenders. The other cognate Bills namely, the United 
Provinces First OiTender#' Probation Bill nnd tho United Provinces Kulcnsu of 
Probation Bill wore also passed on tho same date. Tito formor raatlo provision for 
tho release of curtain ofTcndois under certain conditions while tho later empowered 
criminal courts to send certain offenders to Borstal Institutions and also empowered 
the Provincial Government to release certain prisoners on certain conditions. The 
ainnndments to all these three [tills made by the Legislative Council were agreed to 
by the Legislative Assembly in August, 11)1(15, 

Tho United Provinces 1/igtslativo Chambers (Members Emoluments) Bill intro¬ 
duced on the 1st March. 19118, was passed on tho 2.Ttlt April, 191(8, afior much 
discussion. It provided salaries and travelling allowances of tho members of bolli 
the Chamber# of Provincial Legislateru. 

The United Provinces Maternity Benefit Bill seeking to give effect to the recom¬ 
mendations of tho Bovul Commission on Libour in India in respect of maternity 
benefit was passed on tho 27th April, 191(8. 

Tho two taxation measures, namely, the Court Fees (Amendment) Bill and tho 
Hiamp (Amendment) Bill which were introduced in January, 191(8, were considered 
and passed by the House after an interesting debate on 5th mid 20th April, 19.(8. 
These Bills were passed with certain nmeailments by tho United Provinces Legislative 
Council which werti acceptable to the I-ogisiativu Assembly, Both these measures 
wore however passed, as originally adopted in the Assembly, in a joint silting of 
the United Province# Legislature in the first week of December, 1938. 

Tho United Provinces Land Bovotmo (Amendment) Bill was also passed on 20tlt 
April, 191(8. It provided that in tiro course of revision under settlement proceedings 
tho runt# of heirs of statutory timntith could bo abat'd in tho satno manner as those 
of statutory tenants under tho Amendment Act of llKifJ. 

I be most important Bill during tins period was the United Provinces Tenancy Bill 
which was introduce-] in the Assembly on tho 2ffili April, 19158 and winch was 
referred to a select committee to report thoreoe. It provided for relief to tlio 
ovur-bimiuiied tenantry. The Bill is at present undor consideration in tho United 
Provinces legislative Assembly. 

The Trade Dispute# Conciliation Bill introduced in the Assembly on 22nd January 
191(8 was withdrawn by tho Hoii’blo the Minister of Justice on October, 19KS with 
on aSHuritnee that a more comprehensive measure would shortly bu introduced 
on the subject. J 

Tho Iateknow University Act (Amendment) Bill, tho flindu Dharnmdaya Bill the 
United Provinces (Shop- Bill, tho United Provinces Agricultural Produce Market Bill 
the United Provinces Trade Union Beeognition Bill and the Allahabad University 
Act (Amendment) Bill, all introduced oa the .'fill April, 191(6, woro either io circulation 
stage or in a later stage. 

The Assembly j>aas*J during tin August ftession the Almora Honorary AmhUiat 
Co!ifictor»« Deere* 1 # Validating Bill, a Bill to extend tJio period for tho institution of 
Kuits for abatement of rent in certain porraamjnily Bottled area#, the Public Uamhliritf 
(AmentirsenD Bill, the United ProvioeuB Btay of Proceedings {Revenue Courts 
(AmoncliBoot) Bill, tad the United Provinces ItegulamaUoQ of ItorDissions Bill, The 
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United Provinces Enenmliered Estates (Amendment) Bill was referred to a Select 
Committee to report thereon. 

The Assembly passed tho United Provinces Midas Rill in its October session and 
also the United Provinces Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees 
fAmendment) Bill. 


Bills Passed by the Council in 1938 

The following fifteen official Bills were rocei ved in the Legislative Council, after 
having been passed by tho Legislative [Assembly : 

(i) The United Provinces Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill. 

(ii) Tho United Provinces Maternity Bill. 

(iii) The United Provinces Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill. 

(iv) The United Provinces Borstal Bill. 

(v) Tho Prisoners' Release nn Probation Bill. 

(vi) Tho United Provinces First Offenders' Probation Bill. 

(vii) Tho United Provinces Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 

(viiii The United Provinces Court-Fees (Amendment) Rill. 

(ii) The United Provinces Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Rill. 

(x) The Almora Honorary Assistant Uni I actor’s Decrees and Orders Validating 

Bin. 

<xi) Tho United Piovimies Public Gambling (Amondment) Bill. 

(xii) The Bengal Regulation Repealing Bill. 

(xiii) The United Provinces Abatement of Rent Suits Bill, 

(iiv) The United Provinces Regularization of Remissions Bill. 

(xvi The United Province* Stay of Proccodiogs (Revenue Courts) (Amendment) 
Bill. 

The Council passed nil the Bills without amondment except tho threo (iv) to (vi) 
relating to prison administration, and tho two (vii) to (viii) relating to the amend¬ 
ment of the Stamp and Court-Fees Acts, which were agreed to with certain amend¬ 
ments. Tho Legislative Assembly, however, concurred in the amendments made 
by the Council to the former Ihreo, viz. (iv) to (vi> but did not agree in respect of 
the amendments to the latter two. viz (vii) and (viii). The Council, even on recon¬ 
sideration, adhered to thoir original amendments to tho Stamp's and Court-Fees Bills, 
to which the Assembly again refused to agree. There were no uon-official Bills 
during this period. 

Resolutions passed by the Council in 1938 

The only official resolution which related to the regulation of tha statistics of the 
employment by an Act of the Central Legislature, was adopter! by the CouDni! 
without much discussion. Thu Council also adopted two non-official resolutions, (i) 
recommending to Government to bring up a Bill defining the privileges of the 
members of the Legislature, and (ii) regarding the zamindiira and toiuqdurs in the 
United Provinces being owners of land and not merely rent-collectors or thekedars. 
Three more oon-ofiieial resolutions were brought up, the first of which regarding 
starting of a first-grade college for training in Ayurvedic and Unani systems of 
medicine was withdrawn by the mover, the second regarding reduction in the rate 
of interest on loaus to local bodies was lost and the third regarding appointment 
of a committee to inquire into the administration of the Agra University was not 
moved. 
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The Bombay Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Seuton—Poona—17th. August to 17th- November 1938 

DltUFT Runs op Procedure 

The autumn session of the Bombay Legislative Assembly commenced at Poona on 
the 17th. August 1938 with Mr, O. V. ilaviankar in the chair and continued for 
the next three months with short breaks till tho 17th. November, 

The major portion of the time today was occupied by the consideration of the 
draft Rules of Procedure in the Assembly, which were submitted by the hoo. Mr, 
B. O. Kher, Prime Minister. A keen debate ensued or or the following sub-clause : 
“A recognised language means any ona of the following languages, namely, Gujarati, 
Marathi, Kanarese, Urdu or Hindi Hindustani.” Mr. Ali Bahadur Khan moved 
an amendment to tho effect that in place of ‘Urdu or Hindi Hindustani”, the word 
“Hindustani” should bo snhstitHtod. Mr. R. N. Mandilk moved an amendment 
to the effect that both Urdu and Hindi Hinduatani should not be considered to be 
recognised languages of the Presidenuy, Mr. B. Q. Kher, replying to the debate, 
staled that it was obvious from the debate that everybody was agieed on the 
language. The only difference was by what name that language should bo called. 
The present was neither the occasion nor the time nor was the Assembly the place 
to settle and discuss comraunnl questions. The lingua franca of India was going to 
be Hindustani, which could bo written both in tho Urdu and Devaimgri scripts. 

Both tho amendments were rejected and the original rule was adopted. 

Mr. H. S. Jhabwalta's amendment to tho offeot that tho Speaker, if he wanted 
to adjourn the mooting for moro than sovnn days, should do so with tho consent 
of the House instead of os provided, namely, by the consent of the Government or 
at tho request of tho Government. Mr B. Q. Kher opposed the amendment and 
stated that the Government ought to bo thoro as the Government alone would 
know thB volume of work that would ho done by tho Assembly, especially 
Government work. The araandmont was put to vote and lost. Mr, Jhnbwntla called for 
a division which resulted in 35 voting for the amendment and Gl against. The House 
then adjourned. 

18tb AUGUST Whether it was democratic to give powor to a few to move a 
“no-confidence” motion against tho Snooker was dimrusHud to-day. Tho proposed 
rule provided that at least 50 mombors should stand up in their pianos and support 
«he motion of “no-confidenae" in tho Speaker, if leave to move it was to be granted. 
Mr. R. N. Afandlik moved an amendment, seeking to roduoo tho number from OO 
to 40. Under the exisiting conditions, ho agreed, when even Speakers were subject 
to party discipline or owed allegiance to a party, It was difficult to got enough 
number of members to stand up to support a “no-confidence” motion. The bon. 
Mr. B. Q. Kher, Primo Minister, said that ho was surprised at the arguments 
in the name of democracy. Would it be democracy to give power to a fow to 
bring “no-confidence” motions whenever they liked, ho asked. Mr, Kher said that 
he was surprised that for every small thiog, democracy was being invoked and 
exploited. Where was the question of democracy in a “uo-eonfideoco" motion 
against a Speaker 7 The amendment was rejected, 16 voting for and 60 ngaii.st, 

20th AUGUST :—The Assembly to-day decided that at least two days should lie 
allotted for non-official business for every fourteen days of Government business 
transacted. According to the original draft rules, the time for non-official business 
was to bo decided npon by tho Government for themselves. Sir A, Ai, K. Dehlavi 
moved an amendment to tho effect that the Government should nonsuit the Speaker 
before deciding upon the number of days to be allotted for private business. 

A series of amendments were moved suggesting an increased number of days and 
more facilities to non-official business. Rao Bahadur Chitale suggested an amend¬ 
ment that, in view of the heavy business the present Government has to put through 



-22-24 ivo. '38 ] DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE 147 

in one complete session, no mors than fourteen days should he allotted for transacting 
private business. Ur. B. A/. Oupte moved an amendment on behalf of the Govern¬ 
ment th.it at least two days should ho allotted for non-official business for every four¬ 
teen days of Government business. The hoo. Mr. B. Q, Kher , Premier, replying, 
stared tb it it was impossible to reconcile the various amendments from the Opposition, 
but tbe (iovernroont fully appreciated the Opposition members' viewpoint and hence 
sponsored 1] Gupte's amendment which met the Opposition^ viewpoint better than 
some of the Opposition amendments moved. 

Three aracudments were withdrawn and three others were thrown out and the 
amendment moved oa behalf of tho Government was carried. 

22nd. AUGUSTAn attempt was made to curtail the powers of tho Speaker to¬ 
day. Too draft provision authorised the Speaker to have powers to give priority to 
any item of non-official business, notwithstanding anything contained in the previous 
rules already disposed of. Mr. A. V. Vhitre moved an amendment for deletion of the 
provision. He said that tho Speaker already had unlimited powe-s aod extra powers 
contemplated by the provision were unnecessary. The hon. Mr, B Q, Kher assured 
the Rouse that since the rule applied only to non-official business, there was no possi¬ 
bility of Government business getting priority. The amendment was lost. 

Bimila’iy, two other amendments were rejected by the House, one requiring that 
the {speaker should consult the Bouse before giving suoh priority, and another seeking 
to do away with the system of ballot to decide about the relative preoedenee of reso¬ 
lutions for the Assembly, so that precedence may bo determined by the order in which 
the resolutions were roceived in the office. 

The rule regarding the language to be used hy members on the Door of the House 
caused an interesting debate in the afternoon. The draft prevision was that the busi¬ 
ness of the House bo transacted in English but any member not acquainted, or not 
sufficiently acquainted, with the English language be permitted to speak in any 
regional language. Mr, Ali Bahadur Khan moved an amended amend room which read : 
“Tho business be generally transacted in English but any member who felt he was 
not acquainted or not sufficiently acquainted with English may speak in Hindustani, 
etc. Mr. B. Q. Kher, expressing tho views of the Government, said that the Govern¬ 
ment were in full sympathy with tho Opposition members having Hindustani as the 
language of the Assembly. He felt that there would be complete liberty to speak in 
any language, but it should not contravene the provisions of the statute. 

23rd. AUGUST The Assembly decided to-day that the business of the House 
shall be conducted in English, but if a mumber was unacquainted with or feit he was 
not sufficiently acquainted with English, he may address the House in any of the 
recognised languages o! the province. Mr, Ah Bakadur Khan hoped that members 
of the Party in power would bring about a tradition so that there would be less 
speeches in English which was an emblem of slavery. He wished that Government 
encouraged the use of Judiati languages in the House and thus help in circumventing 
Section 85 of the Government of India Act. The Hon, Mr. B. (?. Kher said that 
members were not expected to use several languages and would ordinarily stick to 
one Indian when they were not acquainted or uot sufficiently acquainted with English. 
He accepted the amendment with thi3 understanding and the House thereafter adopted 
it aud then adjourned. 

24th. AUGUST t—Thu Opposition put up a stiff light to-day against the curtailment 
of their rights in the matter of speech. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta moved an amendment to 
the effect that no such power should invest in the Speaker so far as Bills were con¬ 
cerned. Sir. S. B. Jhabwala, Mr. A, V. Chitre, Mr. S. h. Karandikar and fiao 
Bahadur Chitale spoke in favour of the amendment and argued that the Speaker 
should not have this power to stifle expression especially in view of several contenti¬ 
ous measures Itko the Tenancy Bill coming before the House. The hon. Mr. B. Q. 
Kher, Prime Minister, said that the speeches during the discussion on the draft rules 
amply justified the necessity of such a rule. If that were not there, he felt it would 
mean a curtailment of the powers of the Speaker and muzzling him instead of the 
Opposition. The amendment was lost by 28 to 60 votes. 

Cotton- Ginning & Lxnd Acquisition Bills 

The Assembly next passed tho Bill to amend the Cotton Ginning and Pressing 
Factories Act, 1925, and the Bill to amend the Laud Acquisition Aot, 1894, both in 
their application to the Bombay Presidenay. 
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VjLLAoe PiNciiAYirs Amend. Rill 

25 h. AUGUST Tho Bill to around tho Vitlugn Panuh.ryats Ad was taken up 
for c<rosidota>ioti to-day on the mot law of Mr. L. SI. f’alU, Minister for f/rca! S"!f- 
Govormneot. Thu m.viu feature of the Bill was to dumoeranse the nsndi ivats by the 
nf nominations tint having rusorvalion of seals for Muslims and Oarijuns. 
Thu Util a!in sought compulsory establishment of part-dravats in overy village in the 
l’ttendency having a population of 2,000 ntid endowed tlio patiuhuyals with powers 
to levy house tax and julioial powers. The tax levied could be paid either in money 
or iu labour. 

Dr*pt Rules or Procedure {Conto.) 

Tho Assembly then took up fur consideration !ho draft rules of procedure. Mr. Jumna- 
dan Mehta moved an araundmnnt to the rule about questions and replies that a Minis¬ 
ter in charge of tho department should reply to questions within ton days of notice 
being received. Mr. ft, Q. Kher stated that since ibo present Government came into 
power answers wore being given much quicker than in the push Tlio Government 
wore making all possible arrangements to see that questions wore disposed of as 
speedily us possibte. Tho amendment was lest and the original nils carried. 

26th. AUGUST:—Sir A. S!. K. Dehlnvi moved an amendment to-day that only 
twenty-five mem burs need stand up in favour of tin adjournment motion being discussed 
instead of thirty as provided in the draft rules. Sio said that party government 
made it difli-tilt to gut oven thirty to stand up in favour of adjournment motions, 
Hu retorted to (he Congress disc inline. Sir. B. O. Kher slated that the Governm»nt 
of Bombay was only trying to follow what was in vogue in the fluttsu of Commons 
regal ding adieu rnment motions. Tins Premier lomaiked that it appeared it was a 
misfortune that the Congress Party should bo organised and disciplined and that its 
memb-rs did not make lengthy speeches. Tho amendment was lost and the oiigiual 
rule was adopted. 

ViLi.ifjE Pa.nchavath Amend Biu, (Co.nth.) 

The Village Paachavats Bill was next subjected to a uritica! examination by Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta, when discussion on tin* mu I u*n for tho first reading of Ihe iiiti 
was ri-siiraisi, Air. M»ht.i, while agreeing with tiro principle of tho Bill, stressed its 
financial aspect and criticised the rnugre financial provision made for pnochay.ils. 
There woulil not be houses in the villages from which a good amount of house-tax 
could he realised. Tlio provision of ouir fifth o! tins local Cess Fund would not bring 
even fifty rupees to each panuhnyat. Unless iiicse were auhstrintially changed for tho 
botlrif the Bill would bu an oyo wash. Mr. II. K. Quikwod, while supporting the 
first part of tho Rill which was of a constructive character, vehemently opposed the 
grant of judicial powora to tho village homilies, Ho was afraid that these powers 
would ha used to tlio disadvantage of Ihu stjhedulod oonIuh, Tho Houso then 
adjourned. 

27ih. AUGUST :—Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan, wliolo-hoartodly supporting tho Rill 
to-day. refurrod to Mr. R K. Gaik wild’s (Huhodnled (Jastol criticism agaiust thu measure, 
and contended that tire very grievances of Ihu Hchodulel Castes enumerated by Mr. 
Chaw. id would bo eliminated by tho measure iu vittw of the fact that tho Scheduled 
Casio members wotifd have equal slriHm and voioo in tho jrancliayats, thus creating 
an atmosphere against untnuchability, Ho hold that communal electorates in tho 
villages of tho prusiJoucy whero Muslims woro mioroseopio minorities would not bo 
in tho best interests of Muslims themselves. Mr. 8. L. Karandikar , supporting tho 
measure, pointed out that in introducing tho measure for thy growth anti develop¬ 
ment of village panctiayats it was tho duty of a popular government also to 
eiirainuru the bad points in tho system. Ho criticised tlio prinoipie of compulsion in 
thu firli as every vilfago panohayat would not be sirlf-supp orting, Mr. Karandikar 
had not eoneluded when the House adjournud till the 30th. 

30th. AUGUST :—Sir A. hf. K. fiehtavi criticised the Rill to-day and felt that tho 
provision, of tha Rill would ho made use of by Congressmen to further Congress 
propaganda. He felt that it was absurd to protend that there was no communal 
problem io lire villages. Ho referred to the classes of cases the village paochavats 
were authorised to dual with aud sarcastically suggested that there should be a 
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provision to enable the paoch iyats to tty cv—-s of ■'v [1 t; c .. m „ nf of men and w?m«a 
ftotn ODe political ctcod to another." Hr A. M. K. Itehlavi contended that villages 
were not rip*** for th« reform prop Hied by the ff-il which wou!<i only mcreac© 
litigations Ur. Shitarji Vtsai, replying to the remnks, sat-J that the apposition to 
the measure aroa' from the fact that the measure did not give quaiter to eommuna- 
tism. He felt eonfi-h nt that the Leader of (ho U| position would support the measure 
if k *fara?‘* electorates were introduced in Tillage paoehayat elections. Referring to 
the btatitnent that villagers could not manage their affairs. Mr. Dcsai pointed out 
that the same was said about Indians' tltn*’Oi to govern their own country. Be 
testified to the so-galled illiterate villagers’ uncanny wisdom in dealing with cases 
coming before their panchayats. The B uy. 1 Ihea adjourned. 

3!«L AUGUST The Assembly disposed of to-day all tie draft rules of 
(toednre of the Assembly excepting four, Fur'her discussion on the first reading 
of rhe Bill to amend the Village ran' hyats Act was then resum-d. Sir. B. M. Gupt-i, 
f’a liarovntary Secreta'y, said that it was the intention of the Government to establish 
village paD'.hayats in every village of the Piovince. They would see to it that 
before long not a single hamlet was left without a patchayat. He quoted figures to 
show that from house tai the panchayats would te? able to derive a considerable 
income. Besides these, the panebavats would retain for themselves the court fees 
vbicb would be received by village benches. Mr. ft. H. Varalr was opposed to 

village benches being given judicial powers. as he felt that they would be used 

again-t members of the schedule! castes. Mr. L M. SnnAunf felt that communal 
feelings were being encouraged among Indians by au interested third party. It was 
for ali cornmnor'i'-s to join together and to do away with that feeling io the national 
interest. Mr. .S', A'. Jhibwala held that the ideal type of village panchayal never 
exist, d Id India, as these tiodies from ancient times to the present were dominated 
by gre-dy exploiters. He wanted that these holies should consist of representatives 
of the exploited cultivators and peasants. The House at this stage adjourned. 

1st SEPTEMBER The Assembly today referred the BlH to amend the Village 

Taachayats Ai l to a Select Committee. Tbe motion for first leading was passed 

r.rm ran. To-day's debate was monopofi-ed by back-benchers on either side of 
the House and for the first lime during this session two women members spoke. 
Mr. L SI. Patti. Minister for Local Self-Government, replying to the debate, stared 
that a n>w experiment was being introduced by the Bombay Government. Tbe 
measure, he sail, would sow the seels of equality, fraternity and goodwill among 
villagers He refer tei to the working of village panchayats in Mysore and Bared a 
States and said that they derive*! enough income to carry on their administration 
very well. He was confident that this would establish greater concord among the 
different communities. 


Tun Trapes Dtst-triEs Bill 

2nd. SEPTEMBER Mr. B. Q. Khtr , the Prime Minister introduced lo-dav the 
Trades Disputes Bill. la doing so, he stated that the Bill was being introduced to 
implement that part of the Government's labour policy announced on August 17 last, 
which related io trade disputes. The Government were determined to pursue an active 
policy with a view to maintaining industrial peace in the Pn-sidencv and endeavouring 
all tbe time to see that tbe workers obtained a fair deaL It was toe intention of tbe 
Government to promote legislation aiming at the prevention of strikes and lock-ants as 
far as pos.sib ! e. Mr. Kher added that since 10^2 peace in the industry of the Province 
had been disturbed no less than twenty-one times by stoppages of a general character. 
The number of strikes and lockouts between 1921 and 1337 in the Province was 
1,318 involving 1.934.308 persons causing a loss of 65.435.0d3 working days. "It 
means that there was one strike or lock-out every four days during these seventeen 
years. Tbe brunt of this industrial unrest fc 11_ on this textile industry. The 
industry alone experienced 1,054 strikes or lock-outs involving 1,782,709 persons, causing 
toss of working time to the extent of 62,436,097 working days. The share of the textile 
industry in Bombay City was 413 disputes, 1,300,362 persons involved and 55,031,314 
working days lost. It’ will be admitted that Bombay Province suffers from the 
disease in its most virulent form." 

After Mr. B. G. Fiber's speech, three members representing Labour and one 
representing the mill-owners spoke on the Bill after which the House adjourned. 
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3rd, SEPTEMBER :- Mr. S. I>. S’aklutiraiia (Bombay Mitlowncrs) welcomed the 
Pill so fur ns it sought l<i promote healthy trade unionism but ho opposed a heavy 
machinery for conciliation or arbitration like an industrial court. Unless 
there was mtiinal undciKtitttding of difficulties and a spirit of compromise the root 
cause of industrial strife could not ho removed. Ho suggested that the Bill should 
he so amended that outside agencies might not interfero. Mr. Akhtar Hussain Mirza 
(Moslem League), anti Mr, .s\ H. Jhabtvala (Bombay Labour), opposed the Bill. 
The House then adjourued till the 7ib„ 

7th. SEPTEMBER :—Ur. S. II. Jhabumla, continuing his unfinished speech to-day, 
slated that the impression that self-seekers dominated the trade union movement was 
wrong. Tim workers were too clover for that. The principal underlying tho Bill was 
vicious in that it gavu scope for stinting unions by employers themselves, Sir, B. D . 
Lrt/hi, supporting the Bill, stated that opposition to the measure was based on senti¬ 
ment and not on reason. Tho all)to was tint an absolute right and its uso had to ho 
guided by certain ttiles. Tho Bill sought to determine those rules. Klran B.ihaduT Jan 
Mahomed opposing the Bill, said that it was a regrettable fact that the Congress, whioh 
slood for the rights of iho poor, have brought forward legislation to curtail the rights 
of winkers. Mr. A. V. ('hiirr , opposing tho measure, said that tt armed at the very 
unit of trade unionism mid it would boa blow to militant trade unionism in the Province. 
Mr. Khandubhai Beam, who represented Ahmedabad, stated that tho Mazdoor Muliajan 
slatted by Mr. Gandhi in ID 10 held an outstanding position and was a successful 
i«b»ur union in the eouuiry. Tho Miiluijm had during tho lunt ten years cooducled 
Ltil strikes, 12-i of which were successful and 15 resulted in a compromise. None 
of ihern was a failure. But the unions in Bombay wort* interested in quarrelling 
with eai-Ii other mid hence woro unable to attend to tho grievances of tho woikers. 
That was tho reason why the Bill hud been brought to protect the interests of 
ignorant, unorgan mid workets. The House at this stage adjourned till the Otb. 

9th. SEPTEMBER :—In a vigorous speocli, lasting for ovor two hours, Mr. 
Jau.mttBis Mehta, representing Bombay Labour, subjected tho Bill to a searching 
examination to-day. Ho advised tho Goverumoot do drop tho measure and 
bring forward another which would bo in conformity with tho futornatiounl 

Labour (’ode. Mr, Mehta said that as tho President of tho Bombay branch 

of the AII-India Trail a Union Congress, ho opposed tho Bill on behalf of 
ail Him organised tradit unions excepting tho A1 1 mod u bad Majdour Mah.ij.m. 
Ho characterised tho Bill as promatnro and utineeesf.sury and said that thoru was 
too much regimentation in it. By this Bill the Government would encourage 

the unions recognised by the employers and thus suppress real representative 
traile unions. ft would enable the stalling of artificial organisations with a 

view to Hie suppression of genuine labour organisations and it would stifle Iho 
growth of tho trade union mnverouiit. Mr, Ismail CAundrigor (Muslim League), also 
opposing tho Bill, said that tho measure would kill tho trsdo union movement which 
was in its infancy in India, and it was a pity that (ho Congress Government bad 
brought forward a measure which instead of coming to tho rescue of tho workers 
further strengthened tho hands of tho employers. Mr. (J. U. Cooke (Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce) supported the priuwplo of tho Bill, Which ho said would hold tho 
balance oven between capital and labour. Hu quoted Mr. Gandhi's views on tho 
subject of Ideal relationship bolwoon capita) and labour that “capital and labour 
should !, e mutual trustees and both will fee trustees of consumers," The House then 
adjourned. 


Uniri Rules or Procedure (Cotrm) 

lOtb. SEPTEMBER Tho House resumed to-duy tho discussion on the 
remaining four draft Rules of Proevduro when an amendment moved by 

Mr. Jamnndas itrhta was carried willi 'ayes’ from only about one-third 

of the House, the ontiro Congress block and tho Muslim League block 

remaining silent. Mr. Mehta's amendment sought to introduce Ui a certain 

tent I lie practice prevailing io tho House of Commons by reserving at least thruo 
hours at tho end of every Bessieti for tho discussion of a motion relating to a matter 
of genotal public imjiorlanse, without a vote being taken on it, that motion to bo 
first admitted by tho Government. Borne difference of opinion was revealed between 
the mover and Mr. A, if, K. DeiUavi , Leader oi the Opjrosition, as to the purpose 
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of sncli a motion. Tho Prime Minister, the hon. Mr. B. O, Kher pointed out that 
tins Government had accepted tho amendment on condition that it was unanimously 
agreed to by all parties of tiio Oppositions but tho Uoverament might bare to change 
their mind if it was not so. 

The Speaker pot the amendment to vote and declared it carried. 

The Douse then resumed discussion on the first reading of the Trades Disputes Bill. 
Mr. 8. K. Patil (Congress), supporting the Bill, admitted that the pfeseut trade 
union movement in India was in its infancy. Hut unfortunately it was also running 
on wrong lines and tho measure before the House sought to pot the movement on 
right lines, so as to permit the healthy growth of trade unionism in India. The 
Copgress, more than anybody olso, was interested in the robust growth of trade 
unionism, and it seriously believed that its goal coufd not be achieved without a 
strong workers’ movement in the country. Mr. Patil had not concluded when the 
Assembly rose for tho day. 

Insult to Congress Flag 

12iH. SEPTEMBER :—The question whether tho Congress tricolour Hag could 
be called the national (lug was raised Mr. S. K. Karandikar (Ritnagirt) who moved (or 
the adjournment of the House to-day to discuss the alleged insult to the “National Flag” 
by the police patol at M»hndi Village in Dliuiia district of Khandesh. According to 
the mover, at tho time of His Etiedlency the Governor of Bombay's visit on August 
35, the police pntel pulled down the tricolour flag from the house of the president 
of the local Congress (bunmittoo and loro it to pieces. Mr. Karandikar said his 
object was not to censure tho Government but to urge it to take stops so that 
such incidents did not recur. Mr. K. Af. Alunshi. Homo Minister, replying said Ilia! tho 
Government had ordered an inquiry ialo the matter and then* was no difference of 
opinion on the question respecting the national ilig. Ho agree! that lower officers 
had not yet fully realized thu change in tho Government hut he hoped the time 
would come when such incidents would not happen. Mr, Karan tikar thereupon 
withdrew the motion. 


Tits Tracks Disputes Bill (Oostd ) 

Resuming discussion of the Trades Disputes Bill Mr, S. V. Parulekar, criticizing 
the Bill, described it as wicked, tyrannical and diabolical. Ho said that the Bill 
stood for the status qua which meant misery, disease and the death of workers, 
instead of promoting social and industrial peace the measure would create social 
strife. Mr. S. K. Patil stated that the measure would stop the growth of mushroom 
trud« unions promote healthy competition, remove bitterness and rivalry, promote 
peaceful .settlement of disputes and reduce unemployment. The House Uibu adjourned. 

13th. SEPTEMBER :—A suggestion that the Government should agree to amend 
those provisions of the Bill to which objections had been taken by four leaders was 
made by Kao Bahadur Q. K. Chi tale. Ho felt that the present measure baToro 
the House was a step in advance of the 1934 Act. lie was convinced that labour 
till now was being exploited by a certain typo of leaders sod suggested that there 
should be prevision in the Bill for the creation «f labour leadership. Mr. Sukarlal 
Uatabhai, white supporting the measure, criticised certain provisions. He was 
constrained to remark that the Government had discarded all tho fundamental principles 
of justice and equity. 

Lathi Charge on Bumiiay Workers 

An adjournment motion was next moved by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to discuss the lathi 
charge by the Bombay police on the workers picket I mg the Bradbury Mills on 
September 5. This was lost by 25 votes against 75. Mr. Mehta maintained that the 
police had no right to interfere with peaceful picketing resorted to by the strikers. It 
was the action of the police in firing in the air that created panic and provoked the 
workers. The police had no business to interfere to protect blacklegs and make a lathi 
charge on the strikers, resulting in seven of them being wounded. 

Mr. Atunshi, replying ou behalf of the Government, traced the history of the 
Bradbury Mill strike’and stated how a campaign had been going on for sumo time 
with the ultimate object of bringing about a genera! strike and frustrate the passing 
of the Trades Disputes Bill. The Borne Minister declared that the police were bound 
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to protect blacklegs as much as they were bound to protect the strikers, as it was 
their duty to protect Itio civil liberties of the citizens and their right to work. 

Trig Trades Disputes Bill (Comtd.) 

!4th. SEPTEMBER The bon. Mr. K. M. Mttnshi , Home-Minister resuming dis¬ 
cussion on the Bill to-day said that time and again tbo Congress Election Manifesto 
had been invoked by members of the Opposition. Ho said Ilia! the Congress stood bv 
every word in that document, which was sacred to every Congressman, They were doing 
their host to implement tlto declarations in that Manifesto ns far ns it was possible, 
with the limited power they possessed. Ho doniod that the Bill took away the right to 
strike from the workers, and nddod that what tho Bill sought !o tale- away was the 
right to befog tho issno by slogans, protest mootings and processions, ft soqeht to 
introduce tho rnlo of law, where tho law of tho jnnglo existed. The Hill haT bePit 
brought solely in the interests of tho workors to prevent thoir exploitation fur poli¬ 
tical purposes. Sir A. ,!/. K. Dehlavi said that what tho Government was doing 
was quite different from what they hod stated in thoir programme. Capitalists had 
helped tho Congress in the past and they wore bound lo have a soft corner for 
capitalist interests. Ho felt that tho provisions of tho Bill could he improved and 
tho objections of labour loaders mot to a certain extent. The House ot this stage 
adjourned. 

15th. SEPTEMBER :—Dr. B. B. Amhrdkar, Lender of the Indeprndent Labour 
Party analysed lo*diiy tho various provisions of the Bill lo prove that they were detri¬ 
mental to the interests nf workers. Ho said that tho Bill nought to divide unions into 
slave and free Unions and encourage the former at tho expense of the Intfer. Mr, 
QuUarilnt Nando, Parliamentary Secretary in charge of labour, replying to tho 
criticism suit! that 23 out of 38 labour associations which hud sent their viewa on 
the Draft Trade Disputes Bill strongly favoured compntsory conciliation before 
direct action wiib resorted to. ilo claimed that the niensuro was designed 
in the interests of tho workers, 

16th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly to-day passed by 00 votes to 35 the first 
reading of the Bill. Mr. B. O. Khtnr , Pramier stated that those members of the 
Opposition who resorted to ineffective abuse and ridicule hnd not opposed the Hilt 
hut opposed the Oovernnient. If they had paid moro attention to the study of the 
Bill matters would hove been different. Tho Government, which was at lacked by 
the Opposition members as not being sympathetic towards the workers, were 
responsible for beiiefilling the workers to tho extent of » erore of rupees mutually 
through hirrense in wages. In view of tho miserable plight of workers tho Govern¬ 
ment had thought it necessary to establish soma machinery which would exhaust 
sit other sources of settlement of disputes before tho workers resorted to a strike 
or the employers declared a lock-nut. Ho did not rlnim that tho Bill before the 
flouse was perfect and he was prepared to accept suggestions for amending those 
clauses of the Bill which were considered to be injurious to the interests of 
workers. 

17lh. SEPTEMBER :—Mr, B. O . Kher moved to-day that the Bill be read a second 
time, Mr. Jamnadns Mehta suggested that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion till December. Mr. K. O. Kcruon moved that the Bit! be referred to a 
select committee for consideration and report within odd month. Mr. S. F. Parulekar 
and Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan and Mr. 8. 11. Jhabtoalla supporting the motion for 
circulation contended Hint thn Bill should bo placed before workers whom it 
primarily concerned. Mr. A'Aer, replying, stated tfml tho labour leaders had been 
changing views Very rapidly. They supported tho principle of compulsory conci- 
Jiaitou but were now opposing the Bill. 

Mr. Mehta's amendment suggesting circulation was lost by 71 voles to 21. and 
another one for the select committee wos lost by 70 to 19 votes. Tho second 
reading of the Bill was passed hy 73 vote* to 22. 

19th. SEPTEMBERThere were six divisions daring tbo discussion of the Bill 
which wan gone into clause by clause to-day. Two clauses and twelve sub-clauses 
of the third clause were disposed of at the end of tho day. The first clause 
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referred to the short title of the measure. Mr. Jamna ias Mehta, Mr. 8. B. Jabhwaia 
aud Mr. 3. V. Parulekar were the principal speakers. 

20th, SEPTEMBER :—Considerable opposition was put up to day by representatives 
of Inlioar against the provision for starting oo-upalional uoions. It was contended 
by Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta, Mr. S. V. Parulekar Mr, S. H. Jhabvala and Mr. 
R. A. Kh^dgikar that the provision would lead to a division in labour ranks. 
Though the Government conceded the workers’ right to strike, no united action 
was possible in view of the divisions in a single industry. Therefore they wanted tha 
provision to tho deleted. The hoo. Mr. K. M. Munshi, replying on behalf of the 
Government, opposed the oraendmeot, and said that this provision would not 
prevent members of occupational unions becoming members of Industrial unions 
also. The clause only sought to see that people working io a certain occupation 
in different places organised themselves. Besides, occupational unions did not come 
in the way of any one organising industrial onions because no occupational union 
which did not have a membership of fifty percent of tbo entire number working 
in that occupation would be registered under the Act. The amendment was put to 
vote and was toRt by 57 votes to 23. 

An amendment to remove the provision for a Labour Officer was moved by 
Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta who contended that there was absolutely no need for such an 
officer. After half an hour's discussion the amendment was thrown out by 63 votes 
to 19. The House then adjourned. 

22nd. SEPTEMBER ;—The House had before it a sub-clause providing that a 
worker must pay minimum of one anna per month to the Union to be entitled to 
be called a member. Messrs. Jamnadaa Mehta and R. A. Kfudgikar moved 
amendments to the effect that the matter of fixing membership be Me to the Trade 
LInions, It was argued that a majority of members could not afford to pay one 
anna metoership fees. Mr. Ali Bahadurkhan , opposing the amendment, said that in 
ninety per cent of the cases membership of a union was bogus. The uoions did 
not have enough money and got it either from eopitalists or from Moscow. 
Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta indignantly repudiated the suggestion of Mr. Ali Bahadurkhan 
sod condemned bis attack on Trade Uutons io India. Mr. Mehta argued that 
workers could not afford to pay on© anna subscription. The hou'ble Mr. 

R. it. Munshi, replying on behalf of tbo Government, said that minimum member¬ 
ship had been prescribed to see that the legislation under discussion was not 
defeated. He argued that payment of one anna per month as earnest of interest 
in trade unionism would not be a hardship ou workers. The amendment 

was lost by 07 votes to 21. 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta and Mr. R. A. Khcdrjikar moved amerdments to the effect 
that the provisions for starting different tvpes of unions and creation of tbo post of 
a registrar should be deleted. Tho hon’ble Mr. K. M, Munshi stated that there 
seemed to be some misunderstanding about registered and other types of unions. 
At co stage could there W two different unions functioning on the same level in 
tho same area. All amendments were pressed to a division and lost. In all, there 
were seven divisions to-day on several sub-clauses of clause 3, discussion on which 
had uot concluded when the House adjourned. 

23rd SEPTEMBER Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta’a amendment to-day wanted, instead of 
the provision in the Bill as to who shall be the representative entitled to be presnt on 
behalf of the workers at conciliation proceedings, that it be provided that any Union 
which has a member affected by a dispute Mbsequnntly be entitled to bo the 
representative. The question was argued at length. When the amendment was 

carried to a division it was defeated by 74 to St votes. Mr. K, M. Munahi, Home 

Minister, replyiog, said the object of the Opposition members, who moved the 
amendments, seemed to bo to sabotage the measure by attacking it in different stages. 

24th. SEPTEMBER :—Tho House had before it to-day an amendment moved by Mr. 
Jamnadaa Mehta which sought to remove tbe ban imposed on outside labour leaders 
being elected by the workers concerned in any dispute to represent their case before 
the Conciliation Board, This ban applied only to those cases where there were 
neither registered nor representative unions entitled to represent the workers' cause 
and they had to elect five representatives afresh to fight out their case. 

20 
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Mr. 8. H. JAoiu’alo, Sir A. M. K. Dehlavi and Mr. S. V. Parultkar argued 
that the labour movement was still in its infancy. The workers wero unable to 
elect representatives from among themselves to represent their case effectively. 
With the fear of possiblo victimisation by employers they could not bo expected to 
place their case before the Conciliation Board. 

26th. SEPTEMBER Clause tbreo dealing with definitions was disposod of 
to-day. The House approved of two more clauses of the Bill which dealt with the 
appointment of a Registrar of Trade Unions and recognition by him after some 
enquiry of a certain section of the industry as an occupation. Mr. Jamnadat Mehta , 
who moved au amendment to the effect that instead of a Labour Officer a representa¬ 
tive of the Provincial Trade Union Congress should appear beforo the Conciliation 
Board in the absence of trade union officials, said that the Trade Union Congress in 
Bombay was most representative of workers. Mr. K. M. hittnshi said that during 
the last elections it had been proved that workers wore not for the Trade Union 
Congress by the fact that the candidate of the Provincial Trade Union Congress was 
defeated. If necessary, the Congress in the oily of Bombay would accept Mr, Mehta's 
challenge and show that tbo workers wore not with the Provincial Trade Union 
Congress. The amendment was lost by 56 votes to 26. 

Another amendment which sought to remove the ban placed on outsiders from 
being elected by workers to represent thorn beforo a Conciliation Board was also 
defeated by 58 votes to 21, There were three other divisions on the clauses dealing 
with Registrar and recognition of an occupation. By o large majority the original 
clauses woro approved. 

27th. SEPTEMBER :—Mr. 8, V. Parulekar, speaking on bis amendment to-day, 
argued that if recognition of trade unions by tho ompiovors wore to be insisted upon by 
the measure, the required minimum membership of live per cent should be raised to 
forty per cent. Otherwise, ha expressed tho fear that those unions would ha 
"slave anions". In support of his argument, ho began rending quotations from books. 
On a point of order from the Home Minister, tho Deputy Speaker, Mr. Narayan 
Kao Joahi ruled that a general discussion on class antagonism would not be relevant 
to a diseassion of the clausa and the amendments beforo tho House wbioh referred 
only to recognition and registration of tbo trade unions. Tho discussion on the clause 
and amendments had not concluded whoa the House rose for the day. 

29th, SEPTEMBER Tho registration of trado unions and the cancellation of regis¬ 
tration under certain conditions woro the subject of debate to-day. The House accepted 
after some discussion by 70 votes to 10 tho amendment of Mr. B, M. (tuple. Parliamen¬ 
tary Becrctpy, that the Registrar shall not register any union if in a particular local 
area there is already in existence a qualified union. It also laid down that he shall 
not register any union if after an enquiry he found it was being registered in the 
interests of employers and not employees, Mr. 8, II, Jhabwala moved that the 
clause providing for cancellation of registration on an application by a rival union 
or an employer be amended so that an employer shall not have the right to apply 
for cancellation. After discussion, the omomimunt was rejected by 67 votes to id. 
On the next-day, the 30tb, September, the House agreed after considerable discussion 
to provisions for cancellation of registration of recognised qualified Unions under cer¬ 
tain conditions, and registration of Unions having larger membership than that of 
already existing Unions. 

I*t- OCTOBER:— Mr. Jamnadas Mehta complemented the Home Minislor to-day 
on the amendment moved by the Government to increase the percentage of member¬ 
ship of a union to be recognised by an omployur, to make it representative, from 
twenty to twenty-five. Go this amendment there was difference of opinion for the 
first tune between labour leaders. Mr. It. A. Khedgikar opposed the amendment, 
which was carried without a division. Discussion of the clause providing for the 
registration of unions whose registrations had been cancelled under certain circums¬ 
tances bad not concludes! when tbo House rose for Gib day. 

7^- OCTOBER Three important clauses of the Trades Disputes Bill dealing with 
the Boaid of Conciliation, court for industrial arbitration nod powers and duties of 
labour Officer were disposed of by the Assembly to-day. There was a prolonged debate 
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on the question o( the powers to be oonforred on the Labour Officer. AH the labour leaders 
f>ot op a voboment opposition to these powors, whioh they oootooded were not disoioeod 
tn the Bill, being conferred on the Officer. Ur. B. O. Khar said that the labour loader b 
were either ignorant of what the olause sought to do, or were deliberately mis¬ 
representing with a view to prolonging tho debate. The powers sought to be con¬ 
ferred wore not anything now. They were already there is tho Aot of 1934. If it 
was found that tho Labour Officer misused thoso powers, tho Government would 
take prompt action. Those powers would be usod by tho Labour Officer only to 
examine housing conditions of workers. Do was coaiidoot that the Labour Officer 
would bo welcomed by tho workers. 

8th. OCTOBER Tho provision that a settlement of the standing orders about the 
conditions of work made by tho Commissioner of Labour after consultation with the 
workers’ representative may not be altered for at [east a year was debated to-day. Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta moved an amendment to the effect that such settlement should tie 
binding on workors only for six months and not for a year as provided. Mr. S. V. 
Paralckar moved an amendment to tho above amendment to the effect that the settle¬ 
ment should bo binding only for a single day and no more. The Hoa’ble Mr. B. Q. Khcr 
said that tho provision for standing orders was there oven at present. Government 
had provided in tho Bill that tho Labour Commissioner should consult tho workers 
before Finally settling tho standing orders. Should not those orders bo binding at least 
for a reasonable period ? Government considered that the period should be one year. 
To prove tho booatidos of Government he was prepared to accept six months as re¬ 
quired by Mr. Mehta's amendment. Mr. Parulekar’s amendment was lost by 10 votes 
against 54 . Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s amendment was carried without a division. Tho 
amended clause was carried by 13 votes to 22, 

lltb, OCTOBER Provisions for a review of Hie decisions of the Commissioner 
of Labour and tho Conciliation Board by an industrial court and requiring either of 
the parlies to a dispute to give notice of intended changes in conditions of work 
before actually bringing about the changes wore approved during discussion to-day. 
One of the main planks in (he attack against the Bill by labour leaders had been that 
it provided not only for declaring strikes illegal but also for sentencing workers who 
struck work to imprisonment of either description for a period of six months, apart 
from Goes that could bo imposed, Mr. OuUariial Nanda, Parliamentary Secretary, 
bad given notice of an amendment which sought to do away with imprisonment alto¬ 
gether. It also provided that the fine should not exceed Rs. 25, but if a worker, after 
one conviction, continued the strike, he would have to pay Re. 1 a day fine for each 
day he is on strike subject to a maximum of Rs. 50. 

COFISOATEO LiSDS BILL 

t2tl>. OCTOBER:—The Revenue Minister, Mr. Morarji Bcsai introduced to-day a 
bill to provide for restoration of lands forfeited during the civil disobedience move¬ 
ment for non-payment of land revenue and other sums due to Government. The Bill 
sought to carry out tho resolution passed by Both Houses of the Bombay legislature iu 
September last yoar authorising tho Government to repurchase land and immovable 
property attached and sold in consequence of its owners’ participation in Civil Dis¬ 
obedience movement. Tho Bill wish its fourteen clauses laid down the manner iu 
which value of these lands could be assessed, regard being had to the fact that 
they were purchased much below the market values. 

After a point of order was ruled out of order by the Speaker, the Beceauc 
Minister moved the first reading of the Bill, He said that Congress Ministry was 
bringing the Bill to fulfil one of its main pledges in election manifesto. Government 
considered it their bounden duty to return these lands to their owners. Having re¬ 
gard to truth and non-violence Government had tried to carry this object out by pri¬ 
vate negotiations but egged by mischievous propaganda the present owners of land weie 
demanding fancy prices and hence Government had to bring forward this legislation. 
It was in fitness of things that those who bravely and heioicatlv suffered for the 
cause of country’s freedom regained what they had lost as a result. Mr. DeS3i stated 
that 4,875 acres"of land, assessed at Rs. 32,312 had been confiscated by (he then Gov¬ 
ernment during the Civil Disobedience movement Of Ibis land the Congress Ministry 
had repurchased 910 acres assessable at Rs. 4,643 after the resolution was passed by 
the legislature. 
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13th, OCTOBER Tho Assembly carried by an overwhelming majority to-day the 
first reading of the Bill. Tho division challenged by the Opposition on this motion 
resulted in 74 favouring it as against 34. Thu Revenue Minister, replying to the debate 
and rspeciatly to the orv of 'democracy in danger' raised by the Opposition, gave a 
straight negat’on to it, Tlo said that the Congress know full well the sort of demo¬ 
cracy that prevails in the country that rules India. Hut Hindus and Muslims living 
in this country knew what Democracy was and enjoyed it long before the Western 
nations know what it was. After the first reading was over tho Speaker ruled out as 
frivolous the amendments to call the Bill Political Favouiitism Bill. 

15th. OCTOBER The Hon. Mr. Q. V. Alavlankar , the Speaker resorted to making 
members stand from their seats in favour or agninst ills' dauso or amendment when 
further discussion of [tie Bill was resumed to-day. 'Three clauses of the Bill provided 
for agreement between representatives of employers and employees about tiro ehango in 
the conditions of work, labour officer taking consent of workers for any ugreemont 
that ho might como to with employers when he is the sole representative! of em¬ 
ployees, and tho date as to when fho agreement was to come to force, were discussed 
and passed to-day, Tho House then adjourned til! October 28. 

The Tripes Disputes Bill (ConH i.) 

28th. OCTOBER :—Tho House ro-nssemlod to-dnv and continued discussion on the 
clauses of tho Trades Disputes Bill tilt tho 31st. The debate was uneventful and tho 
House made very slow progress. The House then adjourned till tho 1st. November 
when it unt for eight and half houis to dispose of five of tho most important clauses of 
tho Bill, relating to illegal strikes, lookouts and penalties, all of winch were passed. Tho 
Opposition attempted to express their dissatisfaction with the Government's attitude 
in declining to reply to tho debate on each amendment to I ho clauses, Mr. Jnmnadtis 
Mehta moved an adjournment of tho discussion of lint Bill under standing order four 
of tho Assembly, characterising tho Government's altitude us a discourtesy to tho 
opposition, 'fha motion was defeated Wiiilo another amendment to iiin some ciuuso 
was under discussion, Mr. S. V. Parnlekar moved a similar adjournment motion on the 
same grounds. The Speaker, Air, 0. V. Ma vat anker ruled it out of order. Tho lion. 
Mr, B. O. Khtr , explaining his position, said that ha never meant discourtesy, when 
ho stated that ho had nothing to say. During tho discussion of each amendments uud 
clause, tho samo arguments were being repeated, to which exhaustive) replies had been 
given by tho Government. During the discussion of tho bill. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta 
and Mr. 8. V. Parulekar supported tho clause when tho Government agreed to amend 
clause G4 to provide against victimisation. Government again accommodated tho 
opposition when it agreed to am end two other clauses, deleting tho penalty of 
imprisonment for both employees and employer!? in tho caso of illegal strike and 
lockout and substituted fine in either caso, Tho House was discussing clause sixty 
seven penalising the instigators of illegal lockouts, when it roso for the day. 

3rd. NOVEMBER :—The ITouso to-day passed tho remaining aino clauses, two sche¬ 
dules and tho premablo with minor alterations, Tho Opposition mustered their forces 
on tho discussion of tho prumablo, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, Mr. Parulekar and Mr, 
Jahhwaia characterising it os “misleading and incofap!uto”and maintaining that the 
Bill in reality had taken away tho workers’ fundamental right to strike. Tho preamble, 
however, was adopted by 43 votes to 15. 

When Mr, B. O. Khtr, Prime Minister moved the third reading, Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta roBo on a point of order drawing tiro attention of tho ( hair to tho fact that under 
standing orders objection could fcu raiseol against taking up tho third reading immedi¬ 
ately after second reading had been concluded. Mr. Mehta staled that the Bill had 
undergone as many ns 53 amendments and tho flotisu should have time to study tho 
amended Bill before discussing the third reading. Ho, therefore, requested a postpo¬ 
nement of tba discussion oo tho third reading till December 1. 

B. G. Kher appoatud to the Chair to exercise its powor to suspend tho order. 
Mg O- ”• Alavlankar, the Speaker, accepted the request of the Government and suspen¬ 
ded tho standing order, but in viow of tho Uppositiun's desire to have time to study tho 
amended Bill, ho agreed that the general discussion on tho third reading might take 
^i! aC »t,- CI "* m0r j JW ’ k“ l wanted to dispose of a few verbal amendments to the Bill during 
the third reading before rising for rho day. Thereupon Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, followed 
by fourteen other members, comprising tho Democratic Swaraj and Independent 
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Lvbour Parties, waited oat of the House. protesting against “the intolerable injustice.” 
Toe house then adjourned after disposing of amendments daring the third reading. 

4lb_ NOVEMBER The boo. Sir. B. O. Kher, replying to the debate oa the 
third reading of the Gill to-day said that it had been his unhappy experience to 
find that any and every measure brought forward by his Government had 
be’en consistently opposed by the Opposition, irrespective of merit. He warned 
the workers not to be misled by interestei propaganda and the campaign of 
misrepresentation of the Bill. Experience would soon bring home to the 
workers tbit this Bill was in their best interests. The Government were 
convinced that the Bill would promote the workers' genuine interests, but if 
it fai ed to do so the Government would not hesitate to amend or even to repeal it. 

Messrs. Jnmnndat Mehta , Parutekar. Jibhirala and Khedyikar, the four 
Labour oppositionists to the Bill, agiin voiced their opposition daring the third 
reading. Mr. Mehta said that though the Bill had been considerably improved 
during the second realmg by the Government s acceptance of certain amendments, 
it was fundamentally bad. Mr. Parulekar characterised the Bill as reactionary 
and undemocratic. Sir A. M. K. Dchia ri. Leader of the Opposition, also opposiog 
th« third reading, stated that this particular Bill should not have been made 
a party measure. Bis party was at one with the Government, ha aided, in 
weeding out Communists from the Indian workers' movement, but this Bit!, 
in doing this, would crash the working class and fasoor employers. Mr. 
Saklatvala (millowners’ representative! offered qualified support to the measure 
ani repudiated tbs suggestion that tbo Bill fivonrel employers. 

The Prime Minister said that there had been 1318 strikes in the past 
fourt-ra years whkb involved nineteen lakhs of people and six and half erores of 
working days, resulting in tremendous economic loss to the ccnctrv. Be added : “If 
the Government allowed such a state of affairs to continue and did not try to bring 
about industrial peace with doc regard to the interests of employees and employers, 
the Government would be liable to he charged with criminal neglect of duty”. 
Mr. Kuer affirmed that the Government stood for class collaboration and 
not class conflict and that the Bill had been devised on this principle. He 
pointed out how the Government had incorporated amendments to the Bill 
during the Second reading in the interests of labour and eipressel his nnbounded 
faiih in the good intentions of his Government to the workers. The Bill wss passed 
by 5G votes to 2j. 


Tits Minicab PtucrmovERs' firm. 

7th. NOVEMBER Under the shadow of general strike in Bombay and 
with deserted opposition benches. the Assembly met to-day to consider the 
Bombay Medical Practii iooers’ Bill as reported by the select committee. The 
entire independent labour block was absent as well as alt labour leaders with 
the exception of Mr. S. H. Jahhwala. Dr. Oilier, Minister of Health moved 
the second reading without a speech. The bill sought to regulate qualifications 
and provide for registration of Indian systems of medicine with a view to 

encouraging study and spread of such systems and amend the law relating 
to medical practitioners generally in the province of Bombay. 

The House passed the first two clauses of the bill to-day. Several amendments 
veto morel to the first ctaase seeking postponement of date of o[ eratioa of 

that part of the bill which made registration ani minimum standard qualifications 
compulsory. The amendments were rejected. The bill laid down that this 
part would come into force in Urban areas on expiry of five years of enforcement 
of the first two parts of the bill. The first two parts of the bill defined the 
scope of the bill and provided for tbo constitution of a board of Indian 
system of medicine for the purpose of carrying out the provisions and 

boards fanctions such as registration of practitioners. 

8tb. NOVEMBER The Assembly to-day passed the second and the third 
readings of the Bill, the third reading being passed with a solitary dissentient 

voice, hir M. K. Dthlaci, leader of tbo Opposition paid a tribute to Dr. Gilder, 
Minister for Health, for piloting the thoughtful and far-sighted bili which 
preserve and encourage ancient indigenous medical science and rognlato its 
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practice, at the same time discouraging tho evil of quackery. Before the House rose 
for tho day, tho Hod. Sir. B. O. Kher formally introduced tho Bombay Tenanoy Bill. 

Nos- Official Bites 

9th. NOVEMBER Tbo Assembly considered Doa-olRoial business to-day. As 
many as eighteon private Bills were introduced in tho course of tho day. Important 
among them wore Bills for tho prevention of unequal marriages Bnd tho prevention of 
bigamous marriages among Hindus introduced by Mrs. Lilavati tlunshi, Mr, 6. H, 
Jabhtcala’s Bombay Presidency Swadeshi Products Tests Bill, Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan’s 
Social Freedom Protection Bill and tho Bombay Presidency Muslim Personal Law 
(Shariat) Application Bill. 

PROPAGANDA OF BlRTtl CONTROL 

11th. NOVEMBER I)r. M. D. Gilder , Sfinister for Benith, opposod tho resolu¬ 
tion in favour of birth-control in the Assembly to-day. Citing statistics, Dr. Giidor 
poioted out that 4.2 children per family was India’s average. Bo asked, “Do you 
want to limit it further ?" Dr. Gilder stated that India’s real problem was nutrition 
and want of propor diet. Tho resolution was defeated by 49 votes to 10. 
Moved by Mr. P, J. Roham yesterday, tho resolution which urged the Government 
to carry on propaganda in favour of birth control and to provide facilities for its prac¬ 
tice, invoked an interesting debate. Tho hon. Mr. Morarji Desai, Revenue Minister, 
opposing tho resolution, advocated self-control and feared that onco birth control was 
accepted, there would bo uo control of sexul lifo and that would rosult in the de¬ 
terioration of the nation. 


Bostruv Nurses Aox 

Mrs. Paiz Tyabji next moved a resolution recommending to the Government to amend 
I ho Bombay Nurses. Midwives and Health Visitors Aot to moot tho conditions in Bom¬ 
bay City so os to provide firstly for control of tho profession of midwives, both train¬ 
ed and untrained, by tho Municipal Corporation through registration ; nod, secondly, 
for safeguarding the interests of tho publio nnd of untrained midivives by providing 
thorn with rudimentary instructions nnd simple equipment until suob timo as all of 
thorn wero trained. Tno lion. Dr. Gilder accepted tho resolution on behalf of tbo 
Government. Tho debate had not concluded when tho Houso adjourned. 

Return of Becuiunes 

14tb, NOVEMBER :—Mr. S. L, Karandikar's resolution, recommending to tho 
Government tho return forthwith of securities doposiled by newspapers and printing 
presses and forfeited by tho P rovinoial Government between 1st January, 10&, ana 
1st April, 103?, was defeated by 41 votes to 15. The hon. Mr. K, M. ifunsht, ’Dome 
Minister, opposod tbo resolution on principle, elating that tho Government stood for 
restitution, not for compensation. 

Protection of Indigenous Products 

The Assembly next passed two other resolutions : one of them, movod by Mrs. 
Lilavati Uunshi, recommended to tho Government to .convoy to tho Government of 
India the desire that thoy bo pleased to take such measures through legislation or 
otherwise as would protect indigenous product® against unhealthy foreign competition. 

Removal o? Bab on Indian Advocates 

Tbo other resolution, movod by Mr. Babubhai Patel , recommended to the Govern¬ 
ment to move tho High Court of Bombay to mako such change in the rules for ad¬ 
mission and appearance of Advocates in the several jurisdictions of tho High Court 
*° 18 n °t to place Law Graduates of the recognised Universities of India and persons 
who bail passed examinations held by Bar Councils under the Bar Councils Act at a 
disadvantage compared with Barristers of England and Ireland and members of the 
Faculty of Advocates of Scotland in the mattor of admission or appearance. 

Local Boards & Drugs Control Bill® 

15lh. NOVEMBER :—Tbe Assembly considered official business to-day. It passed 
the second and third readings of tho Local Boards Aot Amendment Bill as it had 
emerged from tho Select Committee and adopted thereafter tho hon. Dr. Gilder's reso- 
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latios, se-king the regulation io this Pro vicoe through an act of the Central Legisla¬ 
ture of tie trade, production, supply ani distribution of drugs and medicines. 

Aid to Indigenous Rvtehtzi sa 

16th. NOVEMBER ;—Tbe House unanimously passed the resolution moved by tie 
boa. Mr. L. ii. Patti, Mioister for Industries, seeking to give aid to indigenous enter¬ 
prises in tbe Province by either lending or subscribing a part of tbe capital, by 
placing availab'e technical advice at tbe disposal of tbe person concerned, or by giving 
such o'ber facilities as might be deemed necessary. The resolution laid down the 
condition* under which such aid will be granted, namely, that no such aid will be 
given as may result in unfair competition with tbe existing industry and that by 
giving such aid, lie Government msv direct that the maximum return on tbe invest¬ 
ed capital will be restricted to a reasonable limit, and such further conditions as may 
in tbe public interest be deemed necessary. 

Tin Trades Disputes Bill (Contd.) 

17th. NOVEMBER: —The Trades Disputes Bill, which was tbe main subject of 
dispute between the Government and tbe Opposition, was finallv passed by both the Houses 
to-dsr. Amendments and alterations made in the Bill by the Council were moved by the 
Premier Air. B. O. Khar. One important change suggested by the Upper Honsa had 
come from Air. F. Stones, a member of the Progressive Party. As a result of this 
amendment all the three members of the Industrial Court to be appointed under this 
Bill will have tbe status of a High Court judge. When a decision in a particular 
case is to be applied to an industry in an area wider than that covered by the scope 
of the original dispute it will be first sobmitted to the Industrial Court Another im¬ 
portant change made by the Upper House ib that in a case where tbe labour officer 
ii a representative of employees and where a settlement of industrial dispute is 
arrived at in any conciliation proceedings the labour officer shall place such terms of 
tbe settlement before the meeting of employees concerned to be convened by him and 
be shall not sign a memorandum of such s settlement unless a majority of such em¬ 
ployees present at such a meeting accept those terms. These and all other conse¬ 
quential changes were passed by the Assembly to-day. 

The Medical Paicrmovras' Bill 

Dr. y. D. Gilder's Bill to provide for the registration of practitioners of Indiin 
systems of medicine with a view to encouraging tbe study and sprtad of such systems 
which was also amended by the Council yesterday, was sent to-day to tbe Assembly 
for further consideration and concurrence. The only important change made by the 
Council io this Bill was to reduce tbe amount of fine for non-registration from Rs. 
! J.O to Rs. 110 for the first offence, and Rs. 5C0 for every subsequent offence after 
conviction of tbe first offence. Tbe Assembly to-day gave its consent to this 
change. The Houses was then prorogued. 


The Bombay Legislative Council 

Autumn Session—Poona—19th. September to 17 November 1938 

Rules of Procedure or Council 

The Bombay Legislative Council opened its session at Poona on the 19th. 
September, 1938, Mr. U. M. Pokeaso, President, was in tbe chair. At the outset a 
reference was made to the death ot Sir Phiroze Sethna by the Prime Minister and 
the leaders of all parties associated themselves with the Premier in paying a tribute to 
the illustrious deceased. 

The House was engaged for three hours in discussing the rules of procedure, of the 
Legislative Council, borne interest was created when Air. S. C. Jot hi moved an 
amendment to the effect that members could read their speeches in the House. Mr. 
Kher opposed the amendment. The division resulted io ten voting for and tenaginst 
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Tho President, Mr. M. Af, /’ahnm gnvo his casting voto against the amendment. 
Tho original rn!o regarding tho subject was carried by lli Voles lo 9. Tho House 
then adjourned. 


20tb SEPTEMBER 'Tho Council resumed dismission !o-day on tho remaining 
draft rules of procedure nnd disposed of them in tho course of the day. An amend¬ 
ment from an Opposition member that it was open to a member to refer to o matter 
previous!v disallowed by the President on tho floor of tho House and urge tho Chair 
to reconsider its decision, was rejected by this House after tho Premier had opposed 
it on tho ground that it contravened parliamentary practice nnd sought to challenge 
tho Chair's duuision. An amendment moved by Mrs. ffansa Mehta from tiro 
Government side for increasing tho number of members required to stand in 
support of an adjournment motion for luavo being granted to it from seven 
to ten, was withdrawn after an apnea! from /Vo/. Davar to tho Government not 
to take a retrograde step by going hook upon tire original recommendation of tiro 
committee which framed tiro rules. 

After tiro rules were disposed of, tho Hotiso took up consideration of three 
small official bills which were carried through all tho three readings with¬ 
in the sjiaco of ton minutes. Tho IJouso then adjourned till Geiubor 14. 


Oman, Bills and Resolution's 

[*(t' 14th. OCTOBER:—Tho Hill to amend tho Town Planning Ant was passed 
through all its stage's by tho Council which also passed a resolution moved by tho lion. 
Dr. UiUIcr , Minister for Health, urging tho Central Legislature to bring forward 
a measure to regulate and control tho import, manufacture and soio of drugs. 

Arrest of Peaceful Piokeieiw 

17th. OCTOBER:—A non-offwlnl resolution asking tho Government to direct 
police officials not to arrest peaceful pickotois was carried in tho Council to-day. 
Kivo non-official resolutions wore discussed. Ono was accepted by tho Government, 
ooo was lost and threo wore withdrawn. 

Colonisation of Jews in Kenya 

Tho most important among them was tho ono moved by Mr. ff. R, Davar, 
requiring tho Provincial Government to convoy to His Majesty's Government, 
through tho Government of India, tho protest of tho Council against tho pro|K>sal 
for the colonisation of Jews in tho Kenya Highlands, as it was detrimental to tho 
interests of Indians. Mr. if. O. AVior, tho Prime Minister, stated that the matter 
was not in the hands of tho Provincial Government ns foreign affaire formed a 
subject to bu dealt with by liio Central Government. He was, itowovor, in corres¬ 
pondence with tlin Government of India on tho matter. From their communication, 
it appeared that tho matter was still under eoriesnondonco belweon (ho Government of 
India and His Majesty's Government. Tho resolution was withdrawn. 

The resolution of Mr. Saniilal Shah asking tho Government to insfruet police 
officials not to arrert peaceful pidnitor* was accepted by tho lion. Mr. A". M. Mutmhi 
on behalf of tho Government. Ho said that thpro was no law against peaceful 
picketing Hence there could ho no objection lo it. Tho resolution was carried. 


Film on India 

A resolution asking the Govornmonl to roconsfituto tho Bombay Hoard of Film 
Censor* so as to malto it representative of nationalist opinion, and to ask tho 
Hoard not to certify films which were likely to rottHo tho angor of Indians or 
wound Ihoir self-respect, was withdrawn by Mr. Shah on Mr, K M Munxhi 
Home Minister, explaining that tho Government had taken action to sou that in' 
future all hfrns depicting Indian life wero shown to tho Government bofore a certi- 
licate was issued to Indian importers against importing such films in future 


The Confiscated Lands Bill 

n-ii 18, L- 9 CTOBER :—Thl1 Council passed to-day all stagas or tho Forfeited Lands 
Bill, which was passed by tho Assembly on Friday last. Discussion on tho first 
reading took neaily two hours, but the second and third readings wore disposed 
of in a comparatively short timo without many divisions, Opposition to the iiiil 
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»*• led by Mr. Frederick Siam*. Mr. 8. C. JbaU, Mr. a. 8. Mahaiwm, Mr. E. JT. 
Karoojia mai Mr. 8. B. Davor. It m mI«M by same of tin that tha 
&11 would ba vto&tive xaiiat those who opposed the OomumL 8mm pltmltd 
tW the SwbimW aboatd acres ta pay mots com pessaries than m pastern 
phttd. Dr. L A Bmmid h 4 Mr. Vsrtojbog Draco supported tkg RB, The fonasr 
amd that (be Gonmat sboald Mat bars pad any rnrnjr i n utina at ail to (base mb 
»fc» awM against the oo wnti y'a ntettto, while Mr. Xaraaacbna Dsma —«*«*»* bis 
personal capemaw aa ooe of those whose bads had bee* forfated. Mr. Morarji 
t tori, Beveoae Minister, r e plying , atxtoI that looking at it ftm the point of new it 
morality aad sarioesl osdf-rospeet, what (be Omnurat aoaght to give waa m on 
(baa jeat sod proper. Ha hectored, amidst cheers, that the B<0 had the failed 
approval of Mr. Gaadhi. 

Tax Turns Dsrtnxa Box. t . 

UtL NOVEMBER The Coonefl reseated (be ditman of (he second read)or of 
(he Trades Diapatea Btfl this moraine The Prime Minister, the boa. Mr. B. O. Kker 
Made a restore to the Opposition by accepting (he Inter's taeodoat (imitating 
the dnrsrioa of the BiD to five yeara oo condition that the OppOBtxm withdrew tha 
other amend meats, cambering over 100. The offer waa accepted by Mr. 8. CL JoeM 
(Kominatad Lahoor) oa behalf of the Opposition. Th e reup o n, both the sides agreeing, 
the Preaideet aijovned the Boose with a view to permitting informal draetaoioa on 
the outer amead meets of a verbal and acceptable character. Whes the Home met 
ague, Mr. JmU sprang a sorprise by annoooeusg bit reeaatslioo from the agrsnnent 
arrived at between bits aad the Government. Explaining bis change of attitude, Mr. 
Joahi stated that after accepting the Govenuaeot's offer, be bad met bis Eneeds Data 
the Lower Home and diseased the p os i tion with A era. He had realised that the 
acceptance of the offer won id be misunderstood to mesa that Lsknr was in favour of 
tbo BiQ. The Fruaidrat added ha toit sorry to lud any member ot the House is such 
aa embarrassing position. He did act want to add to (be member's embarrassment, 
hot hoped that he would co-operate with the Chair ia the speedy disposal of the farce- 
naafam of amend greets by act making lengthy sp eec h es. Urn Boose, thereafter, settled 
down lo a diacassioa of the rl-mra The Oppoaition'a ramdnmt to Emit the doratioa 
of the Bill was defeated and Aa House (either disposed of S c lauses and 110 amend¬ 
ments before rising far tbo day. 


v Medscsl Pnsc n ranges ' Bret 

15th. MOVEMBEX The Conscil to-day passed the third reading of the Bill 
by 13 votes to 6. Thereafter, the Boose took op the first reading Of the Medical 
Practitioners’ Bill as amended by tha Assembly sod moved by the bon. Dr. M. D. 
Odder, Munster for Health. Mr. B. M. Virkar moved an adpanoeot of the cosh- 
deration of the Bill tfll Aa next session oa the grnand that the membera had not 
a n Po t ent time to study the Bill aa it had em erg e d from the Lower Boose. The motion 
was rejected and the Boose waa engaged in the debate on the fast reading of the Bill 
whes it rose far the day. The House then adjourned till the next day. the 16th. 
November when h passed the third reading of the Medical Bill as it emerged from tha 
Lower Hooae and took op for eonaiderstioa the Coed Boards Act Amendment Bill 
aa seat by the Lower House and pas sed, that too, before rising far As day. The 
House then adjourned till the next day, (he 17th. Nownbs, when it was prorogued. 


Acta Panned by the Bombay Legislature in 1937-38 

L. Bombay U g idOin s Member s* (Removal of Drup rs EGc s H o nsI Act, *37 (Bombay 
1 of 19371. To specify offices of profit under the Crown in India which will not disqualify 
their holders from being chosen as, or. far being members of the Provincial Legislatures 

2. B omb ay Wfafativw Cowadl (President mad Depoty President) and the 
B o m b ay I ng falsti w Assembly (Speaker aad Depaty Speaker) Safaris* Act. 1937 
(Bombay n of 1837). To determine Ae saianea of the President nod Deputy 
Preside nt of the Bombay Legislative Ooancil aad As S p e a ker and Depaty Speaker 
of the Bombay Legislative Assembly. 

3. Bimilaj T i fiilWiu s Msmbars* S a fari s * and ABevsncs Act, *37 (Bombay III 

of 1937J. To provide far tha salaries and allowances of members, of both the 
Chamber* of Ae Legislators. _ __ _ 

4. Bombay M in ist e r s' Safaris* Act, 1937 (Bombay IT of 1937). To determine 
the salaries of Mi n iste r s. 

n 
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5. Bombay Local Board* (Amendment) Act ’38 (Bombay I of 1933). To abolish 
nominations in this case ot all local boards and to reserve seats in joint electorates 
for members of backward classes, minorities and women. It also gives uo option to <he 
Muhammadan voters in anv Muhammadan constituency in a District to declare that 
the said separate Muhammadan constituency bo abolished in which case they would 
get representation by means ol reserved seals in joint electorates. 

6. Bombay Provincial Collection ol Ttiri Act 38 (Bombay IV of 1938). To provide 
that in cases in which Government make a declaration to the effect) the tax proposed 
in the Bdl shall beuomo leviable from the day on which Iho Bill is published, 

7. Bombay Tobacco (Amendment) Act, 38 (fiombay VI of 1933). Amends two 
Acts, namely ;(1) the Tobacco Duly (Town of Bombay) Aot, 1807, and (3) the Bom¬ 
bay (District) Tobacco Act, 1933. TIlO object of amendments in thu first Act is 
to increase the license fees in Iho City of Bombay in accordance with the quality of 
the tobacco. The amendments in tho' Bombay (District) Tobacco Aot aro designed 
to make the Act permanent nnd to shift the main burden of the license fees general¬ 
ly from tho retailer to the wholesale denier. 

8. Bombay Finance (Amendment) Act, ’38 (Bombay \ II ef lD18). The Bombay 
Finance Aot o£ 1933 containing piovisiuns for the imposition of an electricity duty and 
for varying fees under the Courl Fees Act and tho duties under the Indian Stump 
Aot, is continued for one more year with certain increases. 

9. Bombay Smell Holder* Relief Act, ’38 (Bombay VIII of 1938). To postpone 
the execution of decrees passed against small agriculturists up to April 1, 1939, by 
which time it is hoped to pass legislation for tiio relief of agricultural indebtedness 
and tho regulation of tenancies. 

10. Bombay District Municipal Borough* (Amendment) Act '38 (Bombay IX of 
1938). To abolish nominations in tiie case of all municipal boards and to give repre¬ 
sentation by means of reservation of seats in joint electorates to members of back¬ 
ward classes, minorities and women. Also to give an option to tho Muhammadan 
voters of any municipality to declare that separate Muhammadan constituencies should 
be abolished in which case they would got representation by reservation of seats to 
gcuoral constituencies. 

11. Bombay Race-Course* Licencing (Amendment) Act, ’38 (Bombay X of 1933). 
To make it clear that the conditions which Government may impose under tho exist¬ 
ing Bombay Race-courses Licensing Act, 19U, may provide for the payment of a 
license fuo to Government and for such olhor matters, direotly or indirectly, connec¬ 
ted with racing or not, as Government may deem lit. 

13. Bombay Harijan Temple Woribip Removal of Diiabilitie* Act ’38(Bombay XI 
of 1938). To remove all legal difficulties ia the wav of those trustees of public temples, 
who aro convinced of tho justice of the claim of (iarijaim to make usoof Hindu public 
temples and who desire to throw open tho temples under their control lo the Harijaos. 

13. Bombay Primary Education Amendment Act. '38 (Bombay XU of 1938). To 
remove cortaiu difficulties experienced in iho working of the Bombay Primary Educa¬ 
tion Act, 1923, Tho important change made by thu Act is that tho power of appoint¬ 
ing administrative officers of Beltoul Boaids and Inspecting stall will in future vest in 
Government. It also provides for the establishment of a Provincial Board of Educa¬ 
tion to advise Government in ail matters connected with Pi unary Education. 

14. City of Bombay Municipal Third Amendment Act ’38 (Bombay XI11 of 

1938) To effect (a) Abolition ol Dominations ; (b) Introduction of adult franchise for 

elections ol 1942 and thereof ; (o) and Kodistiiimtiua of waids, 

15. City of Bombay Police (Amendment) Act '38 (Bombay XIV of 1933b To 
enable tile Commissioner of Police to direct any person to remove himself from Hie 
City of Bombay, if in the opinion of tho Commissioner his presence, movements 
Or acta, is or are causing or aro calculated to cause danger or alarm, or a reasonable 
suspicion exists that unlawful designs uro entertained by such pursons. 

Id. The Indian Lunacy (Bombay Amendment) Act, *38 (Bombay XV of 1938). 
To permit the transfer of certain classes of patients to more congenial surroundings 
under the care of relatives or friends. 

17. Bombay Special (Emergency) Power* (Repeal) Act '38. To repeal tho 
Bombay Hpeoal (Emergency) Powers Act, 1932, 

18. Bombay Probation of Offender* Bill, *38 (Bill -No. Ill of 1938). To enlarge 
the provisions of section 592 of the Criminal Procedure Code for tho release on 
probation of offenders and (o provide particularly for the supervision of certain 
offenders by a probation officer named by tbe Court, 
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August Session—Madras—15th. August to 19th. August 1S38 

5m kes Ca 5C£L3 Ecm optxn Tors 

The Anrnst session of the Madras Legislative Assembly commenced at Madras on 
J5U> An suit 1938 and continued for five days ti[] the 19th Aoyoit wtth the 
Speaker, Mr. Bvluru Sambamurtki jo the Chair,.Before proceeding with the regu'ar 
fcnsinesa of tbe day, tbe Speaker look the opportunity to -explain to tbe Bouse why be 
catcalled bis European tour, for which both the Houses of tbe Leirsla’are 
hat unanimona’y voted tbe necessary expenditure, Tbe Speaker said : SHua'ed as 
India is to-day and engaged as India is in a political strangle for self-detemication 
and national independence any step calculated to create an impress’on that tbe country 
bts in any way settled down to work tbo constitutional machinery imposed npoa it 
from outside sbon'd be carefully avoided, and when tbe Congress Working Committee 
is of the opinion that the visit of any Congress Speaker or Minister in India to 
foreign contones m /bt be interpreted as the acceptance of the Government of India 
Act, a measure which has been declared as unacceptable to the people of India. 
Whatever may be thrir political complex, it is mv only dnly to respect that opinion 
whatever may He d {Terence of view about it. Mr. Sambamortbi said be cheerfully 
accepted tbo advice of tbe Working Committee and cancelled hi3 tour. 

Lvma.v Litvact Act JjtEVD. Bill 

Four Bills were next pissed into Law. Tbe boo. Dr. T. S. S. Rajan introduced 
tbe Bill further 1o amend tbe Indian Lanacv Act 191S, fn explaining tbe objects 
of the Bill be said that tbe present act dii not contain any provision for enabling 
the Superintendent of any asylum to discharge a lanaric temporarily when such 
discharge was required in the interests of his health. This defect was now sought 
to be remedied. Another provision in the B 11 was for the pnrpose of enabling n 
court to make dne allowance for the needs of the wife, children and other depen¬ 
dants of a Innatic when proceedings were started against tbe estate of tbe lunatic 
for tbe recovery of tbe cost of his maintenance in the ayslnm. Tbe Bill was taken 
into consideration and the various da ises of tbe Bill were put one by one without 
discussion and pas=*j. Tbe Bili was then pissed into law. 

Medical BtotsTRino.v A*n5D. Bell 

Tbe hon. Mr. T. S. S. Rajan a^xt introduced the Bill further to amend the 
Mvlras Medical Registration Act 1914 and moved that the Bill he taken into considera¬ 
tion. The otj^ct of the Bill was to throw open the presidentship of the Madras 
Medical Conccil to election after a period of fear years and to abolish the distinctions 
between tbe d-ffereot c'asHts of registered practitioners and to provide for a common 
reg-sfer in which the names of all practitioners should be arranged in the alphabetical 
O'der. After the several clauses were passed the Minister moved that the Bill be 
passed into law. The motion was accepted and the amending Bill was passed into law. 

Madras Estates Lasd Ajclvd. Bill 

The hen. Mr. T, Prahatam, Revenue Minister sought leave of tbe Bouse to 
introduce a Bill farther to amend tbe Madras Estates Land Act 19C8 and that the 
same be taken into consideration at once. Tbe Bill sought to extend the period by 
one year for aerifications being preferred by landowners in certain cases for the 
establishment of their kudivaram rights in insm villages. The motion was passed and 
• be only clause of tbe Bill was then put aod carried. The Bill was then 
passed into law. 

Psisoss Act Ahesd Bill 

The hon. Mr. K. Raman Henan. Minister for Prisons, moved that tbe Bill to 
fnrber amend the Prisons Act. 1814 and tbe Indian Lunacy Act 19i2 be taken into 
consideration. Tbe motion was adoo'ed and the clauses in the Bill were then put to 
vote one by one and pissed. The Bill was then passed into law. 
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THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Iaub Mohto*.oe Bank Act 

The boo. Mr, V, V. Oiri then moved tho following resolution : "This Assembly 
u'commends to the Provincial Government that they may, fiom time to time and 
tinder such conditions as they may require, under wili-aeotina |2i of seotion 6 of the 
Madras Co-operative Lntid Mortgage Hanks Aot, 1034 increase the maximum amount 
of the guarantee given by them in respect of tho debentmes issued by the Madras 
Co-operative Central Lund Mortgage Bank, Ltd., up to a total face value of Ks. 
250 lakhs exclusive of stioh tiolieutures ns tho Hank may from time to timu 
redeem, such debentures being issued for periods not exceeding in any oase 25 years 
from the date of issue and bearing interest nt a rate not exceeding 5 per cent 
per annum 1 ’. Thu motion was put to the Houio and carried. The Ilouso then 
adjourned. 

FiMiNi Relies Fund Bin. 

1 6th. AUGUST : —Five snore Government Bills weie nnssed by tho Assembly to-dav. 
Tho Prime Minister introduced a Bill to amend tho Madras Famine Relief Fund Act 
and moved that tho Bill be taken into consideration nt once. Tho Bill, the Piim« 
Minister said, wns intended iitslly to enable tho Government to invest the Fund in 
the securities of tho Provincial Govornment, and in the leans of tho Provincial 
Government. Secondly, the Bill ensured tho minimum of Its, CO lakhs being main¬ 
tained in tho Fund and made it a chaigo ou the rovouuo. The Bill was passed. 

ItKfEiLiNO k Amending Bill 

Tho hon. Mr, P. Suhbaroyan next introduced a Riii to repeal curium enactments 
and to ftraond curtain other enactments and innvod that tho Bill ho taken into consi¬ 
deration at once. Ho said that tho Bill was only of procedural impoitaueo. The task 
of issuing a revised edition of tho Madras Code had now been taken in hand, ami 
the present was an appropriate occasion for tho tepeal of such of tho enactments 
appearing in tboau volumes ns wore concerned merely with the making of textual 
alterations in Acts that already existed. The textual alterations so made, were incor¬ 
porated in tho parent Act os soon us tho amending Act numo into force. Tito inser¬ 
tion reeeeotly of section S-A in tho Madras Ooiieia! Clause Aot 1801, had abolished 
all reason for keeping amending aot of this nature alive. Not withstanding tho 
repeal of such acts, amendments mnda by them would oontinuo to bo in force 
Certain Acta which had by virtue of the Government of India (Adaption of Indian 
laws) Order 19)7, ceased to huvo effect were now foimnily repealed. Tho motion 
that tho Bill be taken into oonsidoiation was then passed and tho clauses of the 
Bid wore put ono by ono without any discussion and carried. The Bill was then 
passed into law. 


Prohibition Act Amend, Bill 

The hon. Mr. CJinjngnpnlncharinr next introduced tho Madras Prohibition (Around- 
mont) Bill and moved that tho Bill be takon into comtidornliou at ouoo. Ha said 
that BfCUoii 6 of tho Prohibition Act ot JU3? ponafr&f'd lltti ndvertisumenf of any 
liquor or qrsig urIi'sh it had bwn by iJio Government from tho provisions 

of that sacliun or unless it had been specially approved its of tnediaiun! value bv 
tho Mafras Medical Council, fn dry am as whom tho Prohibition A. t had boon 
tn force, people migtit resort to Mich liquom approved ns of medicinal value 
There wore certain wines and liquors of proprietory concerns, which wero likely 
to do harm to the people. Such wines and liquors wera now largely advertised 
and distributed in open markets, ft was commonly known that most of those 
hquois huvo a large sale. Tho Govornment considered that public advertisement 
of medicated wm«s and simitar preparations woro unnecessary and undesirable 
and should be prohibited. The Government wore of tho opiuion that 6Ueh medi¬ 
tated wines might bo advertised in medical journals or in notiees uod literature 
circulated exclusively to members of the medical profession. Power to approve such 
wines and liquors as of medicinal value was to bn accorded not only to tho Madras 
Medical Council but also to oilier similar bodies and in I ho casn of Indian medicines 
to such an authority like tho Indian School of Sfcdlurne or authorities as might 
bo notified by tho Govornment. This was n liberalising provision in tho Bill. 

The motion that tho Bill bo taken into consideration at once was passed without 
division. Tbs Bill was next put clause by clauso and similarly passed. The Prime 
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Minister then moved that tbs Bill be passed into lav. This motion was also adopted 
without ■ division and (be Bill was piwd into law. 

Bosszll School* A meed. Boa. 

Tbe bon. Hr. K. Raman Henan sought leave of the Boose to introduce a Bit) 
farther to amend tbs Madras Borstal Sc boots Act, 1S25, for certaio purpose and 
moved that tbe Bill be taboo into con iteration at once. He also asked the Boose 
to waive tbe six day*’ notice. Tbe object of the Bill, be said, was to entrust 
Honorary Presidency Magistrates with the power to pass sentences under tbe 
Borstal fee boo Is Act. which power they bad not b'tberto. Tbe motion was adopted 
and ibe Bill was put clause by clause and adopted. On the motion of tbe liiuirtei for 
Comts and Prisons tbe Bill was passed into law. 

Local, Bolao-s Amzsd. Bill 

The hoD. Hr. B. Qopala Reddi, Minister lor Local Administration, next moved that 
tbe Bill further to amend the Madras Local Boards Act, 19J9, be taken into con¬ 
sideration at once. Tbe House gave permission to introduce the Bdl. The Bill was 
tben passed clause by clause. On the motion of tbe Minister, tbe Bill was passed 
into law. 

Tea Mrvoa Post* Fcsn Bill 

The Minor Ports Fund Bill was not proceeded wilb, on objection being raised 
on ground of tack of adequate notice. The Speaker suggested that the Bill nreht 
be put off to tbe October silting of the Assembly, in view of its importance. The 

Premier replied that the Government would give due ‘consideration’' to the 

Speaker's suggestion. The House then adjourned. 

Hlllbls TejO’le-E-vibt Bill 

17til AUGUST The select committee motion of Mr. U. C. Rayah's Temple 
Entry Bill came up for discussion to-day. Sir. C. Rajagopalaekariar, tbe 

Premier, requested Sir. Rajah not to proceed with his B.ll as the Government 
themselves proposed introducing A bill at tbe oert session of tbe Assembly, 

in November, throwing open the temple to all Hindus in the Malabar district 
in the first instance and extend the same to other districts later on. It 
would be a difficult task for tbe Government, said the Premier, if they had 

to introduce temple-entry simultaneously all over the presidency because they 
bal to enlighten tbe publio and obtain their cbeerfal consent for tbe reform 

by removing their ignorance and superstition. It would be wiser, said he, 

to follow the line of hast resistance and temple-entry in Malabar, which had 

more or less tbe same tradition, custom and usage as Travaocore, would be 
easily erteoded to cither districts of the province. Tbe Premier said that mere 
passing of a bill and putting it into tbe statute book was not what they 
wanted and he assured Mr Bijab that tbe step contemplated by the Government 
would take them to their goal much earlier than any other measure and he appealed 
to Mr. Bajah to withdraw b>a measure. Mr. Rajah, declining to drop his bill, accused 
the Premier and the Congress Government of betraying the Hanjan cause. He said 
public opinion in the country bad been found in favour of tbe bill and be saw no 
reason for tbe Government not to proceed with the measure straightway applying it 
to the whole province: The 6elect committee motion was pressed to a division 
and Ion by 130 votes to 24. 

Removal or Cmt Disabilities or Babuls* 

A non-official bill moved by Mr. M. C. Rajah to provide for the 
removal of civil disabilities of Harijaos in regard to appointments to any public 
office or in regard to access to public wells, ponds, roads etc., was next passed into 
law. Both tbe Government and Opposition benches welcomed the measure as 
a great piece of Soria! reform long overdue. Kuo* arar&ia Muthia Chetliar, 
Leader of the Opposition, congratulated the Premier and the ministerial party 
for accepting the Bill. He hoped this reform would bs greeted with whole¬ 
hearted approval by tbe general public and there would be no difficulty in 
putting it into execution. Tbe Premier A/r. C. Rajapopalachariar said that be was 
glad that much enthusiasm was not exhibited over the measure. The negative 
phenomenon itself was proof of the stage, to which tbe country has advanced. 
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H# hoped that Dot only would this bill ho getting into the statute book, but 
the general publio would givo it tbo fullest effect. 

Criminal Law Acts Repell Dili. 

Tbo Assembly nest refused leave to Mr. 71 T. Krishnamachari to introduce a Bill 
to repeal tbo Criminal Law Amendment Acts In so far os they affeoted the Madras 
Prosidonoy. Mr. Krisbnnmsolmri said that (ho Criminal Law Amendment Acts 

crippled individual freodom and suppressed oivil liberties. Tho history of the 
administration of tho law made it cluar that tho temptation to use it against 
political opponents was irresistible to any executive. He reminded tho Congress 
Party of its Election Manifesto and urged them to discard these “repressive" 
laws. 

The Prrmier said thnt tboy wore not against tho repeal of the Crimioal Law 

AmoDdmont Acts as such, but tho timo for repeal bad not come. They were 

conscious of thoir election pledgee, and if they opposed the Bill now it 

was because they were urgod by a far greater sense of duty not to discard 
the weapons nt their disposal until they bad gained time and made their own laws, 

Buaui Rsots Deplored 

18th. AUGUST Tho House tinanimously passed a resolution to-day requesting the 
Madras Oovi-romont to bring to tho ootico of tbo Government of Burma that the 
people of Madras greatly deplored tbo recent riots in Burma and hoped that 
effective measures to preserve life and property bad been adopted, and (hat adequate 
measures would ho continued to prevent a reorudesoenoe of tho trouble and to 
recommend the apisiintmeat of a committee to inquire fully into tho disturbances and 
sngg-st measures for permanent pence and goodwill between tho communities, 

Mr, Abdul Hamid Khan {Moslem league) moved tho resolution and tho Premier , 
accepting it wholeheartedly on behalf of tho Govnrnmont, expressed sympathy with 
tho victims and congratulated the Burma Government in having been able to restore 
peace anil order. 


Anti-Hikm Aoiiatsos k Repression 

Tho alleged repressive policy of tho Government in the matter of dealing with per¬ 
sons who took part in anti-Hindi agitation and tho use of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act against thnso persons eamo in for tsovero criticism at tho hands of some of the 
opposition members. Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan (Muslim League) who initiated the 
discussion by moving his resolution on tho subject Hind that he was net opposed to 
tho introduction of Hindustani, nor did ho approve of the picketing in from of tho 
Premier's residence. What ho ohjooted to was the repression thnt was practised 
undur tho Criminal !>aw Amendment Aot which ho termed as a lawless Jaw cal¬ 
culates! to destroy civil liberty in tho land. Sir A, !’annirtclvam said ho would 
prefer to have English, which wm spoken by a few people, than Hindustani which 
none know in Trimtlnad. Mr, Yakub /7/iasfjn, Minister for Public Works, denied that 
any repression was practised, He said that notionalist Muslims wore working for tho last 
furry years to popularise Hindustani aed now when a real opportunity had come 
ha wondered why certain Muslim members objected ,to tho language. Mr, T. Prakasam , 
Minister for Revenue, who also spoke on the resolution, said that it was not for 
pleasure or lovo that they were using tho Criminal Lnw Amendment Act but there 
was no other aot which could cover tho offence committed by tho so-called anti- 
Hindi agitators. Mr. Kajagopnlachariar, the Premier, winding up the debate which 
lasted for foil four hums, said that the real object of the motion was not so much 
to prevent the introduction of Hindustani as to obstruot nnd defy the Government. 
Who coidd describe tho policy of tho Govonimcnt as one of repression V Putting 
certain offenders in jail after proper trial and conviation, ho said, was not repression. 
Referring to picketing in front of his reaidenco, the Premier said ho would not have 
minded if they bad made only Bomo noise and were content with shouting anti-Hindi 
siogar.s. But their shouting was born of communal hatred which would bo injurious to 
the nation as a whoio and it should not bo tolerated Ho would not mind oven tho 
wildest of personal abuse but it was tho annoyance to tha national honour which be 
could not brook. lie next pointed out to tho ahsuooo of any other law except the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act to apply to such untrstial offences and if they violated 
tho Congress pledges and Congress doctrines, ho said there was the Congress to look 
to that. Mr, Khan't resolution was put to vote and was declared lost, 
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Tho House then adj-,orned till the next day, the J9U>. August, when supplementary 
demands for grant* were voted, after which the House adjourned till the 
2 bih November, 

Winter Se*»ton—Madras—28th. November to 12th. Docember 1938 

The Public Health Biu, 

28th. NOVEMBERThe Pablic Health Bill, after four hours’ discussion to-day, 
was referred to * Betect Committee of fifteen members, with the Minister of Public 
Health as Chairman. M. T. T. Krithnamachori » motion to circulate the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion was lost. Speakers from the Opposition bench-:?, while 
directing their mam attack on details of the Bill, complained that adequate time had 
not i een given to the public to express themselves on it. A measure of such i'ar- 
reachin.' effect, the members pleaded, shoald not be rushed through. Speaking on 
behalf of the European group. Sir. IK. K. H. Langley expressed himseJf as being 
in agreement with the general principles of the Bill, and congratulated the Health 
Minister on big courage and skill in bringing forward such a Bill. Properly considered 
and piloted, the measure, he had no doubt, would have far-reaching effect on the 
bealln and well-being of the province. He urged that tilers need be no hurry in 
.considering the Bill, the claus-'S of which required careful consideration and supported 
the motion for circulation. The Prime Minister, intervening towards the end of the 
debate, claimed that the Bdl had received warm welcome in the province 
and that the public, the medical profession and organised bodies had an the whole not 
raised objection to the Bill He assured the House that if the main principles were 
acceptaHe, as be unJerstOTd they were, details might well be left to be attended to by 
the Select Committee. The Minister for Health , in view of the feeling given 
expression to in the House, did not press the time-limit for the submission by the 
Select Committee of its report, ani male suitable changes in the oroporttioa of the 
committee to make it more representative of the Opposition groups. Dr. Rajan 
welcomed the co-operation of the Opposition for making the Bill as perfect 
and useful as possible. 

PnouiBrnon Act Amending Biu. 

29tb. NOVEMBER Great headway was made by the House in clearing moat 
of the official business. A Bill amending the Prohibition Act to regulate exemp¬ 
tion in the case of wino used for sacramental purposes was passu imo law. The 
Government was empowered by this measure to make suitable provisions for issuing 
authority to persous and institutions for possession and use of such liquor, as 
may be required by them for any bonafidc religious purpose in accordance with 
ancient custom. 


Regulation or Dbugs & Medicines 

The Assembly also unanimous!? carried a resolution by Dr. T. S. S. Rajan (Public 
Health Minister), recommending ihe Central Legislature to enact legislation of certain 
matters in respect of drugs and medicines, enumerated in the provincial list Dr. 
Rsjan in moving the resolution S3id it was desirable to hive uniform legislation 
in this particular case for the whole of India and that various provinces bad made 
a similar recommendation to the Central Government. He pointed out that such 
legislation wou'd be m the interest of indigenous producers and would give them 
a chance to compete with imported goods. 

The Mjnob Ports Bill 

30th. NOVEMBER By 81 votes to 18, the Assembly referred the 5Iinor Ports 
Fund Bill to a Select Committee. An amendment by a member of the Opposition to 
•have the Bill circulated for eliciting public opinion was defeated. In the course of 
-the deoate, which lasted for over four hours, members representing Commerce spoke 
vehemently in opposition to tho Bill and ebar.ictorised the provisions as being expro¬ 
priator y. They urged that the fund should be retained iolaefc, for the exclusive bene¬ 
fit of the minor ports. The Pritne Minister, replying at length to the criticisms 
levelled by the Opposition, said that there was no need for the fear that with the 
passing of the Bill, there would bo an end to the progress of the ports. On the 
contrary, it would lead, be said, to the Government taking due interest in their pro¬ 
per maintenance and improvement. “These ports,” the Prime Minister said, “will not 
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con si nun to ba orphan children, as at present, but would bo adopted by this Govern¬ 
ment, If we use this money ns ours and if wo feel this money is ours, it will be to 
our interest to make the minor porta prow. We shall no longer depend on starved 
agriculturists or the foolish roan who thinks, for our revenue. We shall depend on 
trade and comroeroe nod improve the minor ports." The Prime Minister stressed 
that it would bo wrong to deem the Fund us a trust, and said that it only repre¬ 
sented unspent balance and that it was proper tor the Government to treat it as 
theirs. Tho d/in idler for Public IVorks assured tho house that tho surplus would be 
utilised primarily for the improvement of tho ports. 

Tin: Malabar Temple-Entry Bill (Contd.) 

t»t DECEMBER Tho Malabar Temple-Entry Bill was introduced to-day by 
the Premier, who moved that it bo leferrod to a Select Committee with instructions 
to report before December 6. The motion was still under discussion when the House 
adjourned for the day. Tho Piemier dwelt on this permissive nature of the measure 
and said that the passing of tho mesuro would not bv itself open tho temples to 
Uarijans. They ootild be opened, he stressed, only if the people were approached and 
the majority consented to tho step, 

2nd. DECEMBER ;—Tho Bill was referred to a Select Committee to-day with 
instruction to submit its report to tho Assembly before thn 5th instant. The motion 
was carried by 100 votes to 2, Morris. R. ,tf. /'ofuf and Q, Krishna Ran being the 
only members in tho Houso who voted against, Thn Premier thanked the Mouse for 
the almost unanimous support to the mease re. Ho felt convinced that nothing would 
give the great body of Uarijans raoro joy than tho throwing open «f temples, 
which had been closed to them for ages. While thanking 51'. itaja and others 
for their offer of co-operathion, ho urged them not to approach the task in a 
spirit of pessimism, but with tho oonfidenco in the success of tho movement. 

Plea For Military Tfiainino 

7tb. DECEMBER r—The Assembly passoi to-day a resolution urging that 
“it is necessary and desirable that immediate stops bo taken to provide facilities 
for military training to all college students and other civilian population desirous 
of undergoing suoh training," Tho Premier, supporting the resolution, stressed 
that “from tho point of view of tho province as a whole, it is just on our part 
that we should ask for and demand our natural and proper share iu iho defence 
of eur country being given to us," 

The House next piassud the Mappilla Marnmukkathayam Bill, moved by Air, 
Mahomed Schamnad with the amendments suggested by the Government. 

The Malabar Temple-Entry Bill (Contd,) 

8th. DECEMBER Tho Malabar Temple-Entry Bill was passed by the Assembly 
lo-day. J lie consideration of ctausos did not occupy long, as the amendments 
were ir.oslly I bore proposed by the Government to improve the drafting. 
UQly three omendmentH wore suggested from tho Opposition side. Two of them 
by Mr, Art Oowd- r were by leave withdrawn, Au amendment moved by Mr. O. 
Krishna /fun was pressed to a division and rejected. 

Moving the passage of tho Bill, Iho Prime ifinisler declared that great issues 
hanged by tho measure, nay, tho future of Hinduism itself, A heavy responsibility, 
he observed, toy rm the roemborB of Iho Honso, and he expressed the hope that 
all would co-operate to seeing that tho measure, whoa passed into law, was put 
into effect in the bus! iulerestg of Hinduism and temples were thrown open in 
Mal.ihsr in absolute peace and with sincere hearts. With tiro oponing of temples 
in Malabar.be saw sure the path would hoeomo easy in other districts for the reform. 
The announcement by the Chair that the Bill had been passed were the signal 
for prolong**! shouts of “Mahalma Uaadhi-ki-jai" 

The Minor Ports Bill {Contd.) 

The Minor Porta Fund Bill was considered by the House earlier and passed 
into law. 

9tb. DECEMBER:—The Assembly to-day approved of the draft rules for 
provincialising the service of Local Board Assistant Eaginoera on the motion of 
the bon. Air. B, Oopala Reidi , Minister lor Local Administration. 
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The Pdisuc Health Bill (Contd.) 

Tho hon. Dr. T. S. S. Rajan, Minister for Public Health, presented the report of 
the Select Committee on tbo Public Health Bill after which the House adjourned. 

12th. DECEMBER The Assembly discussed to-day the report of the Select 
Committoe on the Publiu Health Bill. The hon Dr. Raj an thanked the House 
for tho aimost unanimous approval of the measure. If it was passed Madras woaid 
have, be said, tho distinction of being the first province in India to enact a public 
health law. "I appeal to the people", ha said, “to co-operate with the Government 
to put this enactment in the forefront of all enactments. This enactment is of first 
rate importance and no less necessary than the Prohibition Act and the Debt Relief 
Act. It is in fact a “Death Relief Act". The House at this stage adjourned till 
the 17 th. January 1939. 


The Madras Legislative Council 

August Sewion—Madras—15th. August to 19th. August 1938 

The August session of the Madras Legislative Council commenced at Madras 
on the 15th. August 1938 with the hon. Dr. V. Rama Rao, tho President, in the 
chair, to transact official business. The main item in the agenda was the presentation 
of the supplementary statement of Expenditure for 1038-39 after which the House 
adjourned till the 17th. 

Indian] Succession Amendment Bill 

17th. AUGUST Mr. J. A, Saldanka asked for leave to-day to introduce tho Bill 
for amending the Indian Succession Act, 1925, for certain purposes. The Bill, Mr. Sal- 
danha explained, sought to give relief to members of the Indian Christian community 
who, he said, were placed on a different footing from Muslims, Hindus and other 
non-Christian communities, in the matter of probates and succession certificates, Tho 
differential treatment, he said, resulted io certain hardships and it was the intention of 
the Bill to remove them. 

Enquiry into Lind Revenue System 

Dr. P. J. Thomas then moved the following resolution “The Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that a reform of the system of ryotwari land revenue 
settlement may be carried out with a view to making the tax burdens equitable as 
between the different classes of land-holders and between different areas and that 
as a preliminary step an expert enquiry raav be carried out into the matter at an 
early date.” Alter a good deal of debate the resolution was by leave of the House 
withdrawn. The Council then adjourned. 

Guarantee to Land Mortgage Bank Debentures 

18th. AUGUST:—The hon. Mr. V. V. Oiri moved to-day a resolution recommending 
to the Government that thev might from time to time increase the maximum amount 
of the guarantee given by them in respect of the debentures issued by the Madras 
Co-operative Central Land Mortgage Bank up to a total face value of Rs. 250 lakhs, 
exclusive of such debentures being issued for periods not exceeding in aoy case 
25 years from the date of issue and bearing interest at a rate not exceeding five 
per cent per annum. The motion was then put to the Bouse aod adopted. 

Religious Endowment Bill 

The hon. Dr. T, S. S. Rajan moved a resolution to the effect that the notification 
varying the strength of tho Board of Commissioners for Hindu Religious Endow¬ 
ments from four to three be approved. Dr. Rajan said that very soon an amended 
Hindn Religious Endowments Act would be laid before tbe House snd in the 
meanwhile they might adopt tho resolution. The motion was adopted without 
discussion. 

n 
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Lunact Act Amend. Bill 

The han. Dr, T, S, S. Rajan next moved thal a Bill further to amend the Indian 
Lnoaoy Aot, as passed bv the Legislative Assembly, bo taken into consideration 
at once. The Bill was taken into consideration and passed into law without any 
discussion. 

Medical Registration Amend. Bill 

Tho hon. Dr. T. S. S. Rajan next moved that tho Bill further fo amend the 
Madras Medical Registration Act for certain purposes, as passed by the Legislative 
Assembly be taken into consideration. The Bill provided for a uniform classtflcatum 
of Medical Practitioners. Tho Bill was taken into consideration and passed into law. 

Other Bills Passed 

The Bill further to amood the Madras Estates Land Aot, 1008, the Bill further 
to amend the Prisons Act 1894 and the Indian Luoaoy Act, 1912, in their applica¬ 
tion to the Province of Madras for certain purposes, the Bill to amend the Madras 
Famine Relief Fund Act, 39J0, tho Bill to ropeal certain enactments and to amend 
the Madras Prohibition Aoi, 11)37, and the Bill further to amend the Madras Boista! 
Schools Aat, 1925, as passed by tho Madras Legislative Assembly, were next moved 
and passed into law without any disoussion. 

Local Boards Act Amend. Bill 

Tho hop. Mr. B. Oopala Redii moved that the Bill to amend the Madras Local 
Boards Act, 1920 and the Madras Local Boards (Amendment) Act, 1930 for certain 
purposes as passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into consideration. Tho 
Bill, the Minister explained, was intended to have uniformity in the mattor of 
elections. Rao Bahadur N, R. Saminppa Mudaliar moved an amendment to 
clause 2 of the Bill. Tho amendment provided that the term of tho members of al! 
the local boards included in groups II and III of the sohodulo to the Madras Local 
Boards (Amendment) Act, 1935, shall expire on tho fiist day of November 1938 in 
the case of local boards included in group II aforesaid and on 1st day of November 
1939 in tho case of local boards included in group III aforesaid. Tho amendment 
was put to vote and declared lost. The original motion was carried and the Bill 
was passed into Law. This concluded the business for the day and tho House then 
adjourned till tho next day, tho 19th, August, when after a resolution deploring 
tho Burma Riots had boon moved by Mr. 2*. C, Srinivasa Iyengar and passed, tho 
Council adjourned till the 12th Decomber. 

December Session—Madras—12th. Dec. to 14th. Dec. 1938 

Civil Disabilities Removal Bill 

Tho December Session of tho Council commenced on tho 12th December and 
continued for the next throo days. The hou. Dr. T. 8. 8. Rajan moved that the 
Bill to provide for the Removal of Civil Disabilities among cortam classes of Hindus, 
as passed by the Assembly, bo taken into consideration. The Bill, Dr. Rajan said, 
was originally introduced in the Central Assembly in 1936. It was circulated for 
opinion in the country and a largo volume of opinion was collected. But nothing 
lurther was tlono on account of the exigencies of the political situation. The present 
Government introduced tho Bill in the Madras Legislative Assembly in August, It 
was referred to a Select Committee and was discussed in detail in the Assembly and 
was passed. Tho object of the measure was to enable certain classes of people 
known as Harijuns, Depressed Classes and othors to bo placed on the same footing 
as others particularly with regard to accessibility to public springs, tanks, pathways, 
sanitary convenience, public vehicles and the like. 

The motion that the Bill be taken into consideration, was put to the House and 
earned. The House then proceeded to consider the Bill clause by clause. After an 
amendment to clause 2 proposing to drop the appellation “Harijans" was lost, the 
motion of the bon. Dr. Rajan that the Bill be passed into law was carried. 

Prohhuti&s Act A memo. Bill 

Tho Prime Hiniiter next moved that tho Bill to amend tho Madras Prohibition Act, 
passad by the Aasembly to provide for the Government making suitable provision 
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lo persona ind institutions for tlio possession and uso of liquor for bona(ida 
religions purposes, bo taken into consideration. Without further discussion, the 
clauses of the Bdl, four in nurnbor, wore passod by the Hooso. Tiie motion tor 
the Bill as also tho Preamble being passed into Jaw was also carried. 

Br, Mcmcipauries & Locxl »Boi.sns Amend, Bill 

The hon. Ur. B. Qspila Redds then moved that tho Madras District Municipalities 
end Local Boards (Amendment Bill) 1933, as pissed by the Assembly, be taken iota 
consideration. The object of the Bill, Mr, Gopala ReJdi said, was to regularise 
what had been done in certain district boards who had to appoint engineer* and 
undertake electrical services. The motion of Mr. Qopaia Redds that the Bill be passod 
into law was thou put to the House and carried. The Council thoa adjourned. 

Malinin Temple Entry Bill 

13lh. DECEMBER:—The Council passod to-day the Malabar Temple Eutry Bill as 
passod by tho Assembly last week Tho Premier, who moved for tho adoption of 
the Bill, asked for tho blessings of the House of Elders for a measure of utmost 
national importance. Two mombers of tho Opposition raised points of order boi ling 
that under the provisions of tho Government of India Act the Provincial Legislature 
was not competent 1 1 deal with the measure. The President, agreeing with the 
Premier, ruled tho points out of order. Obb member of the Opposition remarked 
that (bo time was not yet ripo for introducing such a measure. A few amendments 
proposed by Opposition members wore rejected. The Premier , replying to tbe debate, 
said that it was unwise and suicidal for orthodox Hindus to stand against this 
moasnro. Tho Loader of tho Opposition and (Sir K. V. Retldi were among those 
who gave the Bill their warm support The latter thought that the measure was 
long overdue and hoped it would bo extended to other parts of the Province. 

Tiie M in' cm Poirrs Fond Bill 

The Council passol tho Madras Minor Ports Fond Bill as passed by the Assembly 
and also the resolution moved by Dr. T. S. S. Raiait, Minister for Public Health, 
desiring legislation by tho Central Legislature for the regulation of certain matters 
in respect of drugs and medicines enumerated in tbe provincial legislative list. The 
resolution was adopted by the Assembly. 

SuccEsstos Act Amend. Bill 

I4tb. DECEMBER:—The Council re-assembled to-day for transaction of non-official 
business in tho nature of bills and resolutions given notice of by members. Mr. 
J, A. Saldanha did not press his motion to refer tba Bill to ameud tho ludiau 
Succession Act to a Select Committee, 

Reduction or IctNo Revenue 

Mr. Id. R Saminpp'i Jifudaliar’s resolution to reduce the land revenue assess¬ 
ment by a third, was rejected by 49 votes to 1], The Revenue Minister observed 
that tho resolution was inopportune and was intended to place tho Government 
in a false positioo. The Government's opposition to tho resolution did not mean 
that they aid not propose to afford relief to the suffering ryots. They were actively 
examiniog tba question of revising the land revenue system and hoped to reach a 
Beal decision before long. 

Tbe House then adjourned to moot again on tbs 27th January 1939. 



The Behar Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session—Patna—25th. July to 23rd, August 1938 

Aoj. Motions os Comsion.il Discord 

After a prolonged rocoss for nearly ono month tho Bihar Legislativei Assombly, which 
had adjourned indefinitely following the differences between the Ministerial Party and 
tho Opposition ovor provisions regarding speedy realisation of rent contained in tho 
Now Tenancy Legislation and which later was settled through tho mediation of 
Maulana Abut Kalam Arad, commenced its Autnmn session at Patna on tho 25th. July 
1838 to consider tho Tenancy Act Amendment Bill. 

At tho outset Mr. if. Yunus, former Premier nnd Leader of tho Muslim Indepen¬ 
dent Party, gavo notioo of two adjournment motions in order to discuss "tho steps 
to bo taken by tho Government to prevent tho continuance of communal discord in 
tho village of Diwan in Patna distriot, where Hindu images bayo boon unearthed in 
a Muslim graveyard" as well as "tho Government's negligence in showing a forced 
compromise to be signed by Muslims (that they would neither briog nor eat beef) 
in tho village of Gyari Naviganj in Monghyr district." Tho first motion was not 
admitted, the Speaker accepting tho Premier’* objection that it did not sect bo 
consider any acts of commission and omission by tho Government. Tbo next motion 
was admitted aod was discussed on J illy 27. 

The Tenanc v Act Amend. Bill 

The Tenancy Aot Amendment Bill being taken up for consideration, tho Premier 
moved that it bo sent again to a Select Com miltco for examination of tho provisions 
la tbo light of tho recent Coogrcss-Zimindar agreement This was adopted. 

Members’ Salaries Bill 

Tha Assembly also passed tho nrnondmonta adopted by tho Upper IIouso to fha 
Members' Salaries and Allowances Bill. 

The CiUMfAiuH Aquarian Amend, Rill 

Tho Prime Afinitter (hen introduced the Charoparan Agrarian Amoodment Bill. 
That Mr. Gandhi had boon a party to the agreement arrived at in 1918 under which 
tho enhancement of root had been permitted to planters for releasing tenants from 
tho obligation of oomptilsory cultivation of iodigo in threo-twootioths of tho area 
holding, was the oh inf argument used by Mr. Airbrick, tho planters' representative 
and Sir daneth Du.it Sinyh white opposing tho motion for consideration of the Bill. 
The Bill sought to cancol all such cnlmncomenta as tho imposition of tho obligation 
itself was inequitablu and oppressive and so woro tho subsenuont enhancements of 
rent in lieu thereof. Members on tho Congress honchos, replying, maintained that 
Mr. Gandhi had agreed to tho maximum relief that could bo obtained under tbo 
circumstances and before the termination of the negotiations, be had become busy 
with agrarian troubles in Kaira district. 

26ih, JULY :—The Assembly passed to-day the Bill with a single dissentient, 
(Mr. Meyrick , representing tho North Bihar Plautora* Constituency). 

Bakasuat Lands Restoration Bill 

The Bakasht Lands Restoration Bill was no*t taken up, disaussion on which was 
rondo lively by one division challenged by Mr. Tahir of the Muslim Independent 
Party on his amendment to tho effect that even tenants of potty landlords should 
be given relief. Tho Bill provides that land under tho possession of patty landlords, 
whoso not income is upto Its. 5,00®, that is, those who ere exempt from tho 
Agricultural locome-Tar, shall not be liable to be restored under this Act Tho 
amendment was rejected by 78 votes against seven. 

It may be recalled that discussion on ibis Bill rocoivod set back owing to tho 
sudden difference in tho views in the Bihar Tenancy Bill between tho Government and 
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the zemindars. Immodiately following disagreement, the House adjourned ‘sine die*. 
After com promise this Bill which intends to afford fresh relief to the peasantry 
was taken up to-day for consideration. 

27th. JULYTho Assembly passed to-day tho Bihar Restoration of Bakasht Lands 
Bill with slight obanges. 

SuprLEMEjfriiiT Tenancy Amend, Biel 

Tho Prime Minister thou presented tho report of tho select committee on tho new 
Tenancy Bill which had been recommitted recently. The Bill made provisions for 
abolishing cortifloato powers and Salami, allowing distribution fee at four p. o, in part 
salo, and rights of trees and occupancy right to the under-tenants. The Bill also mado 
provisions for speedy realisation by distraint of crops and for declaring the raiyats as 
habitual defaulters if they fail to pay tax continuously for four years. 

Adj. Motions on Communal Discord 

Mr. M. Yunus next moved an adjournment motion to discuss tho highhandedness 
of Police o(floors on Muslims in Monehyr Dtstriot. He read extracts from a report in 
a Calcutta paper and placed tho results of bts own enquiries which, he said, formed 
tho basis of the motion. He added that the Muslims in the village of Gyari Nabiganj 
had been disallowed to draw water from the village well as a sequel to tho visit of 
a butcher to the village. Later, when the police were informed, local officers forced 
the Muslims to undertake not to oat and not to bring boof into tho village. He 
stated that bo did not want to embarrass the Government but wanted a oloar state¬ 
ment regarding tho right of Muslims to take boot. Ho further alleged that the 
Muslims of tho village bad boon subjected to prolonged wrongful confinement by 
tho police. The Prime Minister, replying, said that the Government bad asked Hie 
District Magistrate to mako ooquirios into iho matter. The latter reported that a 
Mahometan had been prevented in January last from taking water from a well, bat 
a police officer induced both the parties to an ami cable settlement whereby Muslims 
undertook not to oat and not to bring boof into the village. Regarding the charge of 
confinement, iho Prime Minister said that a separate oasc ocourrod six months after 
the first incident, Tho matter was still sub-judice and two versions had been given 
of the incident Tho Moslem version was that Moslem masons employed by a Hindu 
had boon assaulted on refusing to work as a protest against low wages. The other 
version was that a dispute had arisen for non-payment for cloth taken by tho Muslims 
in which a Hindu was seriously injured. Hence, the police arrested certain Muslims, 
but later released thorn. There had been no wrongful confinement. Mr. Yunus asked 
for a closure of tho debate to which the Congress members objected. Thereupon 
tho Muslim members walked out as a protest, being Jed by Mr. lunns, the motion 
itself being talked out. 

28th. July: —Mr. Oirindapati Teteari (Coalition) sought permission of tho House 
to move an adjournment motion to discuss the action of the district authorities at 
Bhagalpar in refusing to give permission to the Rathsjatra procession to proceed along 
a cettaio route. Tho Prime Minister , objecting to tho motion, said the subject matter 
of the adjournment motion was not a recent one and was not argent. Sir Qanssh 
Dntta Singh, Mr. C. P. N . Sinha and some Congress members expressed the opinion 
that since the Rathajatra had not been taken to the terminus and differences were still 
unsettled, the matter was fit for an adjournment motion. 

The Speaker upheld the Prime Minister's objection that since the snbjeet matter 
of the adjournment motion happened a long timo back, it was not an urgent matter. 
Hence it could not form a matter for an adjournment motion. 

Tiiz Tenancy Amend. Bile (Conid.) 

The now Bibar Tenancy Amendment Bill, as reported by the Select Committee after 
recommittal, went through the first reading with hardly any opposition. The Prime 
Minister, replying to the discussion, said that tho Bill was intended to give the maxi¬ 
mum amount of relief to tenants without doing harm to the zammdars, While 
championing the cause of the tenants, he did not wantto injure in any way the 
who zamindars were also his countrymen, 

2nd. AUGUST:—The Assembly discussed the Tenancy Bill till the 1st August and 
resumed consideration to-day when a division was called on an amendment moved to 
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clause 34 of the Bill relating to distribution of rent by agreement between landlord 
and tenant in the caso ol transfer of a portion of a holding. The amendment, which 
was mooed by Mr, Jilohammad Tahir (Muslim Independent I'arty), sought that 
distribution of Tent may be settled between the transferor and transferee end if the 
landlord was informed within one year of suoti transaction, the agreement arrived 
at betweon the transferor and transferee shall bo binding on tho landlord. The 
amendment was doEeatod by a large majority. 

Tho consideration of tho clause in the Tenancy Bill relating to tho provision for 
distraint of orops was responsible for much boated disoussion. 

Mr, Mohammad Jhhir, supported by Mr. Shyamnandan Singh (Congress Kisan 
member} moved an amendment seeking deletion of the clause and characterised the 
provision as the most disagreeable foaturo of tho Bill, Ihoy maintained that Kisses 
had not defaulted wilfully but bad been forood to da so by circumstances beyond their 
control. Mr, C. P. N. Sinha , Leader of tho Opposition, said that Kisan representa¬ 
tives made speeches which were more in tho nature of propaganda. The provision 
was not against Kisans generally but against defaulters. Tito idea underlying the 
Opposition to the clause was avoidance of payment of rent. Tho Adrocate-Gcncral, 
appealing for a dispassionate consideration of tho provision, said that it hud existed 
before and had been sparingly used. Thero was no reason, in his opinion, why it 
should be used more frequently in tho future. Bo assured tho ilouso that the rules 
to be made by the Government for control of procedure with regard to applications 
for distraint would be such as would avoid harassment of tenants. The amendment 
was lost by 76 to 14 votes, fc'oveu Congress Kisan members remained neutral. 

3rd. AUGUST The Assembly to-day passed the Bihar Tonanoy Amendment Bill 
with slight changes. Tho Bill is intended to supplement tho provisos teoanoy legislation, 
which resulted in tho first Congress-Zemindar agreement, by implementing certain 
provisions whoso enforcement bad been kept in abeyance, Primarily, tho Bill aims at 
ensuring to the ryot tho enjoyment of bis rights subject to paymouts dua to tho land¬ 
lord on acoount of rant for the use and occupation of land. Tho Hill, therefore, pro¬ 
vides for the repeal of tho sections dealing with tho right of landlords to take out 
certificates for recovery of an ears of rent, abolition of transfer fee and tho definition 
of the rights of (ho ryots in trees, plantations and jalkar (tank) in their holdings. 
The Bill further provides for tho conferring of these rights upon the transferee. 
Provision has also boon made for simplifying the rules of proooduro so as to onsure 
cheap and expeditious disposal of suits and proceedings for recovery of rent. Those 
proceedings will ho conducted by rovonuo officers instead of by civil courts. 

It will bo recalled that the Bill orealed a storm of protest from the Zemindar re¬ 
presentatives in the Assembly whoo the restoration of the Bakasiit fLands Bill was 
being discussed. The Zemindars complained that the provisions for speedy realisation 
of rents by Zemindars wero not adequate in tho Bill and tho Government had given 
do assurance to zemindim in this respect sinoo tho provision for snoody realisation of 
rent forrood odd of tho principal items in tho Congress-Zemindar Agreement. A 
deadlock having been created in the pasBngo of Bakasbt Lands Bill, a compromise was 
uitimatelv effected outside the House between the points of viow of tbe parties con¬ 
cerned through tbe mediation of Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad, altor whiob tho Bill was 
again submitted to a Select Committee. Tho House adjourned till August 15. 

Adj. Motion os Communal Discoito 

15lb. AUGUST :—After tho question hour to-day. tho Hon, Speaker informed the 
House that Mr. Mohammad Yunue, leader of the Muslim Independent Party bad 
intimated his intention of moving an adjournment motion to discuss the negltgeuoe 
on the part of the Government in dealing with tho situation arising out of the oom- 
manat disturbances at Bhogalpore. Tbo Hon’ble Mr. Anugrah A 'arayan Sinha pointed 
out that the motion was not id order. His contention was that it raised disgussion 
over an issue with regard to whiob the House had slroady gives verdict a few davs 
ago. Tbe Speaker ruled tho motion out of order on the ground that it did not raise 
any definite issue of recent occurrence. The matter was also aub-judice and tbe 
subject intended for diaouBsion meant to rake up old issues. 

The Speaker next announced that Mr. Taiamui Mattain bad given notice of 
moving an adjournment motion to discuss tho steps that wore taken by Gov¬ 
ernment regarding tbe lioods in North Bihar with a Special reference to the case 
of Sitamartbi. The Hoo’ble Mr. Anugrah Narayan Singh said that the Prime Slinister 
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baa personally left for the affected areas to acquaint himself with the real situation. 
He therefore thought that the mover would better withdraw his motion in view of 
the fact that on hm return the Primo Minister would make a statement on the subject 
on the floor of the House. Thereupon Mr. Tajamul Hussain withdrew hie motion. 

Thereafter Mr. Anugrah Narayan Sinha presented the seeODd Supplementary 
Statement of Expenituro for the year 1933-39. 

Moset-Lesders’ Amend. Bill 

Mr. Aaugrah Karyan Sinha next moved that the Bihar Money-lenders’(amendment 
and application of ponding suits and proceedings) Bill 1938, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. The object of this Bill is to removo the doubt which has arisen whether 
certain provisions of the Bihar Money-lenders’ Act 1933 apply to the snits, appeals 
and proceedings pending on the date on which the said provisions come into force. 

Tho opportunity is being taken to introduce another very necessary amendment 
to tho section 8 of the Act. It was intended that money-lenders should have at 
least six months time to get themselves registered under the Act before they can 
be debarred from Biting to recover their duos. Toe section as it stands requires 
tho period to be calculated from the dale of the commencement of tho AcL In 
view of the fact that some sections of the Act have been brought into force with 
effect from the 15ih July, 1933, that day may for the purposes of section 
8 be interpreted ns the date of the commencement of the Act. Bat since 
the registration sections cannot be brought into force until necessary rules 
have been framed and finally published, any interpretation as above is likely 
to place the money-lender in a difficult position and ho may not have 
sufficient time for registration as was originally intended. It has therefore 
been necessary to introduce the proposed amendment to section 8 of the Act. 

Clause 3 of tho Bill enacts that a money-lender shall be entitled to 
interest of 9 per cent in tho case of secured loan advanced even before 
the enforcemet of this Act and the court shall pass award interest accordingly 
against the debtor in all money suits and money appeals that have been 
instituted before the enforcement of the Act and are still pending. After a 
mild opposition the clause was passed. The House then passed the entire Bill. 

BrKiSHT Linds Restoration Bill (Contd.) 

Tho Assembly then gave its assent to all the amendments made by the 
Upper House to the Bihar Restoration of Bakasht Lands and Redaction of 
Arrears of Kents Bill, 

* 

Money-Lenders Bill (Conid.) 

16th. AUGUST The Assembly sat only for an hour to-day and passed 
tho Bihar Money-lenders’ (Amendment and Application to Pending Suits and 
Proceedings) Bill. ’ The House thea adjourned till August 18. 

SvrrLESIENTliRY BCDOET DEMiNDS 

18tb. AUGUST The Assembly took up voting on supplementary budget de¬ 
mands to-day. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha , Prime Minister, moved a demand under the 
head “General Administration" for a grant of a token sum of Rs. 15 in connection 
with placing oo a permanent basis the recently created post of Assistant Secretary to 
the Legislative Department, in view of the increased work relating to drafting of bills. 
Mr, Mahomed Shaft suggested that the post should have gone to an unemployed 
person. He objected to a salary of Ra, GOO being allowed to this post, when accord¬ 
ing to the Congress ideal the Viceroy was not entitled to get more than Rs. 500, 
which was the sum being drawn by the Ministers. Some Congress members defended 
the creation of the post, while others warned tho Government against making the admi¬ 
nistration top-heavy. The Prims Minister, replying to the debate, said that his 
Government did not need to be reminded about tho necessity of economy, but the 

B roblems of tho people were numerous and a large number of Bills were in the offing. 

fence the post had to bo made permanent, The cut motion was lost by 75 votes 
to 15. The Bouse adjourned till August 22. 

22nd. AUGUST:— Mr, Aiohiuddirt Ahmed next moved a cut motion to discuss the 
Government's proposal to subscribe to the United Press of India, which was, 
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rejected without division and tho Assembly onrried the supplementary demand 
for Rs, 2,700 to be utilised for subscribing to tho United Press News Service. 
Only a few supplementary demands were discussed, the chief being one under 
co operation, and tho rest passed uuder tho guillotine, to-day being tho last day 

for voting on demands, 

Tho agrarian and rural development policies of tho Government came under 
tho criticism of the opposition on a motion by Sir O. D. Singh , when tbs demand 
under bead ‘Gouoral Administration* was moved. Sir Ganesh said that private 
irrigation works bad fallen into disrepair duo to lack of cooperation between 
landlords and tenants for which tho Government's agrarian policy was largely 

responsible. After tho Minister’s reply tho cut motion was withdrawn. Moving 

a cut against tho provision for tho rural development scheme. Mr. Mohammad 
Shaft uttered n caution against bringing hero woiship by following the life and 
teaomngs of Mahatma Gan-lhi as outlined in tho schomo. He added that rural 
development needed a scientific ononiry and not hero worship. Sir Q. D. Singh 
considered the schomo as idealist ana unpractical. Aftor a reply by tho Government 
member tho eat was, however, withdrawn. Tho House then adjourned till tho 

next day, tho 23rd Auguit, when it was prorogued. 


The Behar Legislative Council 

Autumn Session—Patna—4th. July to 24th. August 1938 

The PaontnmoN Amend, Bru, 

Tho Autnmn Session of tho Bihar Legislative Council commenced at Patna on 
the 4th. July 1938 with tho Uon'ble Kumar Ilajtva ftanjan Peraad Singh 
presiding, Tho Bihar Prohibition Bill, which was sunt back to tho Assembly by 
tho Upper House with aoveral amendments and was again returned to this House 
with a few amendments mado by tbo Assembly, was considered. Ono amendment 
made by tho Assembly related to tho exemption Riven to tho Roman Cathoiio Church 
and the Church of England from tho operation of certain provisions of tbo Act, 
which the Hquro accepted. Certain mombers suggested that tlia exemption be 
extended to all Christian Churches, but tho proposal was not accopSod. 

The Mx.msers’ Salaries Bill 

Tho Conncil noxt look up for consideration tho Slombora' Salaries Bill as passed by 
the Assembly. Some Opposition members objected to tho system of salary as the? 
hold it was derogatory on the part of tho mombors or tho Houko to accept salaries 
while others considered a salary of Ks, 75 por month very small. Khan Bahadur 
Ismail, Leader of tbo Opposition, wanted mombars to bo patriotic enough to render 
sorvica to tho country without remuneration. Mr, Baldeva Sahay , Advocate-General 
replying, said that payment of salaries to tho mombors was aa established practice 
in most parliamentary bodies, including tho Mother 'of Parliaments and added that 
the Government expected to effect a saving by payment of salaries instead of vaiiouu 
allowances given nt present to members. Wbun tho Houso took up consideration of 
tho Bill two amendments were moved on boliolf of tho Government giving members 
tha option to avail themselves of tho salary or not. Both tbo amendments were 
accepted. . J 


5U., JULY The Council passed to-day tho Membors’ Salaries and Allowances 
Hill, as passed by the Assembly. Tbo amendments seeking to raiso tho members’ 
monthly rotary from seventy-live rupees, as adopted by tho Assembly, were rejected 
but the House adopted an amendment raising tho travelling allowance from four third 
cIms railway fares to one and half second class. Tbo House then adjourned till tba 
otn. August. 

The CiuHPiiiAN Aqahaiuan Amend. Bill 

8lh. AUGUST Mr. Brijnandan Prasad introduced to-day the Chatnparan Aorarian 
amendment Bill and moved Oiat it bo taken into consideration. While moving tbo 
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same Ur. Prasal said that in the distiict of Champarna, there is a big estate called 
Bettiah Rjj, The Europeans bogau to take lease of its lands for indigo planting. When 
their number increased their position became strong, Tho Betti at* Raj ran in debt 
and the Manager arranged loan of a very large amount by granting Mokarari in 
favour of the Europeans. This grant of Mokarari consolidated thoir position very 
much. They took to indigo and sugarcane planting. When the sugarcane cultiva¬ 
tion grew less profitable to them, they abandenei it an! everted themselves to Improve 
indigo plantation. They began to induce the tenauts to grow indigo. The rayflts 
wero forced to cultivate indigo on threo kattahs of land of every bigha. This 
‘tioknthia’ system proved ranch troublesome to the tenantry. It ultimately became 
unpopular to them. The miserable condition of the tenants of Champaran duo to 
this uinkathia* system drew the attention of the Indian National Congress. Mahatma 
Gandhi arrived in Champaran nod started Satyagraha against the oppression of tho 
tenantry at the hands of tho indigo planters. The Government of the time appointed 
a committee called the Champaran Agrarian Committee of which Mahatma Gandhi 
was a member. This committee made certain recommendations on the basis of 
which tho Champaran Agrarian Act of 1919 was passed by the then Bihar Council. 
This Act abolished tho ‘tinkathia’ system. Indigo planters in lieu of the 
abolition of Ibis system of the planters enhanced the rent of the tenants. This 
enhancement of rent operated harshly against the tenants. For the sake of equity 
and justice, the present Government thought it highly desirable to knock off ail 
enbaacomonta.' With a view to wiping out nil enhancements, the present Champaran 
Agrarian amendment Bill was introduced in tho Council. 

The motion for consideration was then unanimously adopted. The Bill was 
then taken up clause by clauso and passed by the Bouse. 

Res tors non Or Bakisiet Bill 

Mr. ftai Brijraj Krishna then introduced the Bihar Restoration of Bakasht Lands 
and Reduction of Arrears of Rent Bill, He said that an economic depression came and 
hit the poor kisans very bard. During 1929 and 1937, the k isans of Bibar suffered con¬ 
siderably due to ocanomic depression. They could not pay rent to their landlords as a 
result of which their holdings were sold in elocution of real docree. Justice demanded 
that the lands which were sold awav by the landlords and were still in their possession 
should bo restored to the tenants. This Bill therefore laid down for the restoration of 
such lands to tho tenants. This Bill also provided for reduction of arrears of rent. 

10th. AUGUST—The Bill was discussed till to-day when all the amendments were 
rejected on the ground that they were agaiust the terras of the compromise entered 
into between the Congress and zemindars. Tho House negatived the amendment 
which sought to provide that the lands of the tenure-holders of the province 
should also be restored to them from the possession of the landlords. The House 
adopted the amendment of Mr. Brijnnndan Prasad providing the amount payable 
by the tenant for getting the lauds restored for zaroradars. The House next adopter! 
the schedule laying down the areas of lands which would be liable to be restored. 
The petty landlords were exempted from restoring the lands to their tenants. 

The Tenascy Aheso. Bill 

12th. AUGUST The Council passed the Restoration of Bakasht Lands Bfll and 
next took up the general discussion of the Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill as passed 
by the Assembly. Afbatt Bahdur S. M. Ismail. Leader of tbe Opposition, dwelt 
on the general aspects of the Bill and expressed the zamindars* point of view. 
He suggested that the House should transform itself into a Committee of the 
members present inorder to discuss tbe numerous amendments to tho Bill that 
had been tabled ami adopt or reject them informally before they were moved on 
tbe floor of the House. This method, said Mr. Ismail, would expedite the passage 
of the Bill. He added that a similar procedure had been adopted by the Central 
Assembly when the resolution of the Salt Tax was being discussed. The Govern¬ 
ment approving of the Opposition leader’s suggestion, tho House agreed to it. 
The President then adjourned the House until 12-30 p. w. when it transformed 
itaelf into a Committee in order to discuss the amendments. 

22nd. AUGUSTTho Council passed to-day tbs Bihar Tenancy Amendment 
Bill, as passed by tho Assembly, with slight changes, after which it took up general 
discussion of tbe Bihar Money-lenders’ Bill as passed by the Assembly. 

23 
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23rd. AUGUST An adjournment motion, wbioh was given notice of by Khan 
Bahadur S. Jf. Ismail, Wader ol tho Opposition, yesterday, with a view to dis¬ 
cussing tho order of the Sub-Divisional Oifiour of Bihar Shariff requiring licensees 
to deposit guns, was talked out this afternoon. Tito order was a sequel to a recent 
communal clash in a village in Bihur Sh\rilt sub-division in Patna district, in which 
several ilmdus and Muslims woro injured. Tim Finance Minister pointed out to 
the Bouse that the communal tension in the locality w is aunormally high and the 
people had been disarmed to prevent the uso of fire-arms in any communal strife. 
The order of the Magistrate was purely meant to prevent any communal clash. 

The Council then adjourned till the next day, the 24th. August, when it was 
prorogu'd after a day-long diseussiun of the supplementary budget demands for grants 
os passed by the Assembly. 


Acts Passed by the Behar Legislature In 1937-38 

1. The Bihar MinUtcr.' Salaries' Act, 1937 (Bihar I of 1937). To determine 
the salaries of the Hun'blu Ministers. 

2. The Bihar Legislature (Officer* 1 Salaries) Act, 1937 (Bihar II of 1937). To 
fix the salaries of the Speaker and tho Deputy Speaker of tho Assembly and of the 
President and tho Deputy President of the Council. 

3. The Bihar Legislature (Removal of Disqualification*) Act, 1937 {Bihar Ilf 
of 1937). To declare that tho holders of tho olIL-os of Advocate General and Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretaries mid persons holding eommissiorm in certain branches of the 
army and also certain olnssos of employees of State Railways shall ool bo disqualified 
for cuing chosen aa or for being members of the legislature. 

4. The Bihar Famine Relief Fund (Expenditure) Act, 1937 (Bihnr IV of 1937). 
Does away with tho necessity of anuual appropriations for Famine relief and provides 
that any expenditure required to bo inourrod iu any financial year under subsection 
(2> of section 7 of tho Bihar Relief Fuad Act, 103d, shall bo charged on the rovuouos 
of tbo province, 

6. The Bihar Entertainment* Duty Act, 1937 ( Bihar V of 1937 ). To imposo, 
for revenue purposes, a tax on all payments for admission to any public pluoe of 
entertainment. 

8. The Bihar Stamp {Amendment) Act, 1937 { Bihar VI of 1037). Enhaoces 
the rates of stamp duties on certain instruments, etc., with the iutention of increasing 
tho provincial revenue. 

7. Tha Bibar Sugar Factorial Control Act. 1937, { Bihnr VII of 1937 ), Replace 
tho Indian Sugaroano Act, 1934, and is more comprehensive iu scope, provides umplo 
opportunities tor improving and tunning up the sugar industry mid the cultivation of 
sugaroaue and checks unlioulthy competition tending to jeopardise the interest of 
sugaroano cultivators. 

8. The Bihar Tenancy { Amendment) Act, 1937 { Biliar VIII of 1937 ). To 

mitigate some uf tho hardships which tho tenantry of tho province hud been labour¬ 
ing under as a result of tho operation of some of tho antiquated provisions of tho old 
tenancy law, Abolishes danahandi, makes ootnmatntiuu of rent compulsory whoa 
applied for, reduces tho rate of interest on arroars of rent, penalises illegal exac¬ 
tions, provides for reduction of rent in certain cusses and sale of only a part of a 
holding in execution of rent decreos, recognises partition among co-raiyats ami does 
away with imprisonment of tenants for arrears, 

9. The Bengal Troop* Transport and Treveller*' A**i*tance Regulation { Amend¬ 
ment ) Act, 1B3S ( Bibar I Ol 1938). To repeal section 8 of the Bengal Troops 
Transport and Travellers’ Assistance Regulation, 1800, providing impressment of 
transport widen is repugnant to modem conditions aud inconsistent with tho Inter¬ 
national Convention oa forced labour. 

10. The Chota Nagpur Tenancy ( Amendment ) Act. 1933 ( Bihar II of 1938 ) 

To mitigate the hardship of the tenantry on account of the operation af some of the 
provisions of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, 1908, Besides giving other facilities, it 
regulates the fees chargeable by Land-lords for registering transfers, abolishes dftna- 
baodi, provides for assessment of rents for newly converted korkar lands by tbo 
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Deputy Commissioner and settlement of a fairer and more equitable rent whenever 
necessary. It also coocodes * right of transfer, though necessarily limited, to the 
raivatg of Chota Nagpur. Similar facilities as those provided by the Bihar Tenancy 
( Amendment ) Act tor (ho raiyats of Bibar have been made available to the raiyats 
of Chota Nagpur by this Act. 

11. The Bihar Money-Lender* Act, 1938 ( Bihar III of 1938 ). To give relief 
to debtors generally by preventing the exaction of usurious rates of interest and by 
regulating the business of money-landing. 

13. The Bihar Stamp ( Amendment ) Act. 1938 ( Bihar VI of 1938 ), To 
exempt instruments of divorce whereby Muslotns effect dissolutions of their marriages 
from the imiiositiou of any Stamp doty under Article 29 of Schednle J-A to the 
Indian Stamp Act, 1699, 

13. The Bihar Money-Lender*' { Amendment and Application to Pending Suit* 
and Proceeding* ) Act. 1938 ( Bibar V of 1938 ). To make it clear that the pro¬ 
visions of the Bihar Money-Londvrs’ Act 1933, apply also to pending suits, appeals 
and proceedings and to make section B of the said Aet applicable from the date of 
its enforcement. 

14. The Bihar Prohibition Act, 1938 ( Bihar VI of 1938 ). To implement Govern¬ 
ments Policy in regard to the prohibition of liquor, tiri and intoxicating drags. It 
authorises G ivernment to introduce prohioition t« selected areas of one or more excis¬ 
able articles and penalises all traffic and consumption of intoxicants. 

15. The Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Aet, 1938 ( Bihar VII of 1933 ). To 

augment the small revenues of the province by tatiog agricultural income on a gradu¬ 
ated scale, exempting petty landlords and smaller cultivators with income below 
Ks. 5,000. 

16. The Bihar Legitlature {Members' Salaries and Allowances) Act, 1938 
(Bihar VIII of 1938). To determine the salaries and regulate travelling allowances 
o! the members of the B;har Legislature. 

17. The Bihar Reiteration of Bakatbt Land* and Reduction of Arrears of Rent 

Act 1938 <H l»r IX of 1933). To provide for the restoration of certain lands to 
the former teasels thereof and tho reduction of arrears of rent in certain class of 
cases. 

18. The Champaran Agrarian (Amendment) Act, 1933 (Bihar X of 1938). To 
cancel all enhancements made in the distnut of Champaran by landlords after 
releasing their tenants fiom the obligation to grow indigo. 

19. The Bihar Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1938 (Bihar XI of 193S). To repeal 
those sections of the Bihar Tenancy Act which deal with the right of tho landlords 
to take out certificates for recovery of arrears of rent, to abolish landlords’ transfer 
fees (viz 3 per cent Salami) and to define the rights of the raiyats in trees, planta¬ 
tions and Jalkar in their holdings. It also simplifies the rules of procedure so as 
to ensure chetp and expeditious disposal of suits and proceedings for recovery of 
rent. 



The Assam Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session—Shillong—5th to 19th September 1938 

SruiEt Tfisixrv Ajiesd. Bill 

Tho autumn session of t!io Assam Legislative Assembly commenced at 
Shillong on Hio 5th. September 1938, with Sj. Baaanta Kumar Das, tho Speaker 
iu the Chair. 

Mr. Rohini Kumar Chomlhury'a Syiliet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill was referred 
to a Select Commit',ie, The Revenue Minister pointed out that, os there were soma 
private memhors' Bills on tho same subject, there would bo no objection la a dis¬ 
cussion on tbo provisions of thjso Bills in tho SoSeet Committee. 

Coalpaba Tenancy- A menu. Bill 

Mr. Rohini Kumar Cltoudhury'a Goulpara Tenancy (Amondment) Bill was next 
referred to a Suloot Committee. Thu Kevoono Minister said that in this case, too, 
ttmrc being private members' Bills on the sumo subjuot, the provisions of those 
Bills could be discussed in tho Select Committee. 

PoBTFONEMENT OK DECREES BlLL 

The same Minister’s Temporary Postponement of execution of Decrees Bill was 
uirculatod for eliciting publio opinion before November 30 next. He pointed out that 
by tho Bill relief was sought to bo given to lubourais and cuitivuturs. lie roferred to 
clausa 3 of tbo Bill, which dealt with the stay of the execution of eetlaiu decrees, nod 
l« the schedule which sought to add to tho agriculturists etnas, agricultural labourers, 
general labourers, cowherds, goatherds, dairymun and others. 

Other Bills 

Mr. Nichota Roy a Assam Municipal < Amendment) Bill passed tuto tho oonsidora- 
tiun stage. 

Mr. Ak‘hny Kumar Daa'a motion, that tho rules of tho Assam Lsgihhitlvo Assembly 
as drafted by tho Committee under section 8J (ij of the India Act, bo taken into 
consideration, was passed by tbo House. 

Afaulvi Ahdut Matin Choudhury'a Civil Procedure (Assam Amendment) BUI 
also passed Into the consideration stage. 

Nomination ro Local Boxntis 

The adjournment motion moved by Mr. Omco Kumar Das (Congress) to raise a 
discussion on the manner of nomination to various Local Boards after tho last 
genetai election was talked out after a full-dress debate for about 2 and n halt hours. 
The Opposition levelled their charges in ouiirsa of discussion on the adjournment 
against the Ministry of utilising tho power of nomination as a sort of bribery for 
strengthening the position of tho Ministry. 

Renewal of Texderh 

6lb. SEPEMBER t—After interpellations to-day, Mr. liabindra Nath Adilya asked 
the leave ol tho House to move an adjournment motion to censure fhe Government for 
their acceptance of tho tender of tho Commurciul Carrying Co., far operation of 
motor transport sorvico on the Oaulmti-Hbilloog Road without giving the members 
of the Assembly a chance to express their opinion thereon, Tho necessary leave 
being granted tho Hon’ble Speaker fixed 2-30 p. an. for discussion of the motion. 
At tho appointed hour tho motion was takuu up and talked out after a prolonged 
debate. 


Local Self-Government Amend. Bills 

7th SEPTEMBERTho Assembly, to-day, after a prolonged debato io which 
the Deputy J.iM inr of tho European Group look a prominent part, rejected a motion 
for reference to a soled committee of thu Assam Local Self-Government Act 
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(Amendment) Bill sponsored by Ur. Sfddhi Nath Sanaa (Congress), The Bill was 
introduced at the previous session and was circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
The Bill airaoi at making tho constitution of looai bodies entirely based on election, 
doing away with Domination and giving to representatives of the people full control 
over tho administration of local boards as also minimizing tbe control of immediate 
officials. 

8th, SEPTEMBER *—Disoussion was resumed to day on Mr. Lakoshvar Barooak't 
motion for sending his Assam Ljeal Self-Government Bill of 1937 to a Select Committee. 
There was a trial of strengih between the Ministerial Party and tho Opposition, 
tho Congress Group. The Ministerialists eventually defeated the motion by 50 votes 
to 37. There were several absentees in the Congress ranks, while some of their 
supporters remained neutral. The European Group voted with the Ministerial Party. 

Goalpsha Tenancy Amend. Bill 

9th. SEPTEMBER The discussion of tho motion of Si. Jogcndra Chandra Nath for 
referring tho Goalpara Tenancy Amendment Bill to a Select Committee was resumed 
to-day after the interpellation period. The Hon. Sj. Rahim Kumar Choudhury, Revenue 
Minister oriticised the provisions of the Bill and compared thoso provisions with 
those provided in the Bill introduced by tbs Government. He said that the Govern¬ 
ment Bill to that effect was not brought in a half-hearted manner and it was 
brought not with a motive to protoot tho vested interests of tbe landholders. The 
Government Bill, he said, if passed, would give some amount of relief to the tenants. 

Question of Phivileoes 

10th. SEPTEMBER :—Tho Speaker, in tho oourse of a lengthy statement to-day, 
oailod upon the members to consider wbother the House should have certain set and 
dt-fiuite rules laying down tho procedure to regulate proceedings and conduot of that 
kind of business which they may from time to time be called upon to deal with in 
connection with breaohos of tho privileges of the Houso either by individual members 
or outsiders. Continuing tho Speaker said ; “In some legislatures in India the 
necessity of such legislation is being talked of. The desirability of an All-India 
uniformity for such a legislation is being realised. Thore is no legislation as yet on 
the legislative anvil in any province ; but I feel it my duty to indicate to the 
{‘.members that if any Bill is shaped in any of the provinces on the basis of an 
All-India uniformity l rany call upon the House to undertake such legislation in tbe 
interests of the dignity of the House.” Detailing the examples of breaches of 
privileges and quoting extracts from some provincial newspapers which from time to 
time oriticised tho Speaker, and explaining the facilities afforded to the press 
representatives by the Assembly Department for reporting proceedings of tho Houses, 
the Hon’ble Speaker said :— “The Hon, Members will realise that unless privileges of 
the House are definitely settled by legislation and remedies against breaches of 
these privileges are definitely prescribed by such legislation the House is almost 
powerless against attacks by outsiders. But in the meantime if the members so agree 
they may bave Privileges Committee of the House aud devise for the time beiDg an 
intermediate procedure till legislation is undertaken as to how breaches of privileges 
are to be brought before tbe Houso and dealt with. Broaches of privileges committed 
in the presence of the Chair or by persons on whom tbe Chair can take disciplinary 
action under rules and regulations tho Chair will be quite competent to deal, with, 

No-Confidence in the Ministry 

12th. SEPTEMBER :—Without any speeches, four no-oonfideooe motions against 
tbe Saadulla Cabinet were moved to-day and leave was granted. As many as 
51 members stood in thoir seats when tho Speaker asked if the House was 
agreeable to grant leave for thoso motions. The following members asked for 
leave for their respective motions ; (1) Mr. A. K. Chanda , Deputy Leader, Congress 
Party, (3) Alaulavi Mobarak Air, secretary. Surma Valley United Muslim Party, 
(3) Ur. Habi Chandra Kachari (Plains Tribal), and (4) Mr, Lalit Mohan Kar, 
Independent Party. 

The Ministry Resigns 

I3tb. SEPTEMBER :—Tho bon. Sir Mahomed Saadulla , Prime Minister sub¬ 
mitted tbe resignation of his Cabinet to-day. An announcement to this effect was made 
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by Sir Mahommed on the ova of the dobato on the u nQ-confid8Bco’’ motion. 
Sir Mahomed annoaaeod thnt he bud submitted the resignation of bis Cabinet 
to B. E. tbo Governor ns bo bad found Ibat several supporters of tbe 
Ministry had left bis party and joined tbo Opposition. Tlio announcement teas 
greeted with cheers from Opposition benches, Air. Onpinath Bardaloi, leader of 
the Opposition, paying a compliment to tlio outgoing Premier, admired tho spirit of 
democracy displayed by Sir Mahomed Saaduiiah. Rat Bahadur Promodc Chandra Dutt 
joined Mr. Bardoloi in paying compliments to Sir M. Saaduiiah. Replying to Mr, 
Kamtni Kumar Sen, Sir M. Saaduiiah said that ho had sent the resignation of his 
Cabinet to His ExcelSenoy Sir. 0. P. Hogg, but had not yet received any reply from 
the Governor. Mr. ifa.xonfa Ku uar .Oas, the Speaker, adjourning tho House till 
Thursday morning said that since tlio objoot of tho “no oonfidoooo" motion had been 
attained he 6aw do reason for holding tho dobato on the motion. He expected that 
a new Ministry would be formed in tho meantime. Tho House roso amid oheors of 
"Bando Motaram." * 

15th. SEPTEMBER:—When tlio Assembly met to-day after yesterday’s 

recess, the Speaker made tho following statement: —“After tho dovolopmont that took 
place on Saturday Inst ns a consequence of the no-oonfidence motion that name up 
before tho House, tho present Ministry resigned, and members are perhaps aware that 
no now Ministry has yet been formed, and that faot is proved by tho presence of 
Hon'ble Ministers, who havo resigned in thoir seats to-day. But I may toll the 

House that the Leader of tho Opposition rrns called upon by His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor to form a Ministry and has been given reasonable timo for it, “So far as tho 
busioess of to-day is concerned I must draw tho attention of members to tho fact 

that although tho Ministers aro in their seats to-day they oaonot function there with 

regard to questions and resolutions that aru fixed for to-day, and therefore I have not 
asked tho office to lay on tho table of tho House tho members’ auswora to unstarred 
questions, Ff the members wish to go on with thoir questions they may do so, hut I 
must point out to tbo members that no useful purposo would he served, because the 
Ministers cannot answer supplementary question that may arise and also with repaid 
to starred questions they aro in a similar position. Ho I wish to know whether the 
House warns to put tho questions, “With regard to resolutions also, tho Hon’ble 
Ministers wilt not be able to tako any part and lay before tho Houso tlio Govern¬ 
ment view. Ho if the House do not like to go on with questions or resolutions to-day, 
I must adjourn tho Houso,” 

Sir Muhammad Saaduiiah said : “Although wo tendered our resignation on 
Tuesday last, tho Governor, for reasons known to him, lias not yot boon able to ac¬ 
cept our resignation and therefore wo ahull continue as Ministers so long as a new 
Cabinet is formed, but tho constitutional position is known to oil tho members that 
wo should not do anything or toko a stand with rogard to any resolution with which 
our successors may disagree." Thorofore, ho addod, tho Ministry would not take part 


'Sir Mohammed Baadullah's second Cabinet whoso resignation was submitted to 
tho Governor of Assam this morning consisted of thu following Sir Mahomed 
Saaduiiah, Rev. J. J. M. Nichols liny, Mr. Holtini Kumar Choudhuri, Maulvi Muoaw- 
war Ali, Mr. V. R, AMul Matin Chowdhury and Bobu Akshay Kumar Das. ft will bo 
romemberod that on February 4 last Sir M. Saaduiiah submitted tlio resignation of 
his first Cabinet with a view to forming a stnblor Ministry. In Ids now Cabinet 
Sir Saaduiiah replaced Mr. Ali Haider and Maulana Abul Nussr hid Waheed by Mr. 
Abdul Matin Chowdbury and Maulvi Munawwar Ali respectively and appointed Babu 
Akshay Kumar Das as additional member representing tho minority community. 
Immediately Bftor the formation of tho second Cabinet tho Opposition measured its 
strength with tho Government by bringing forward a "no-eonfidunco” motion on 
February 21. The motion, which was tabled by Mr. Abdur llahmao, when pressed to 
a division was rejected by tho Houso by a majority of ono vote {50 to 49). ?Whea 
the Assembly mot for the present session tho Opposition had a further accession 
to its strength by tho secession of three tribal party members from the Ministerialist 
Party. These members wore seen occupying their seats in tho Opposition bloc yester¬ 
day when loavo was asked for tbo introduction of tho “no-coohdonoo” motion. Tlio 
total Opposition strength at tho time was £A in a House of 107 oomprising : Congress 
33, Mr. Ali Haider's Party 10, Surma Valloy Independent {Hindu) G, Assam YuiJsy 
(Tribal) 4, Assam Valley (Independent) 3. 
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in thn debate, If private members who had tabled resolutions wished to discuss them, 
tbo Ministry would only listen, and tbuy would not reply to anything, '‘Under the 
circumstances, I quite acme, that it will bo best if the House do adjourn. Bo far as 
Government business for to-morrow and day after to-morrow is concerned, we do 
not propose to go oa with it till a now Ministry is formed. Under the circums¬ 
tances I will make a suggestion to you. Sir, to adjourn the House til! Monday, so that 
in the meantime a new Ministry may come into o xistonce and function properly from 
that date. Tbs Speaker tboa adjourned House till Monday next. 

Congress Coalition Ministry Formed 

19th. SEPTEMBER Dramatic developments took place to-day as regards tbo forma¬ 
tion of the Congress Coalition Cabinet and there had been hourly ebauges in the situa¬ 
tion. Mr. Oopinath Bardoloi, the Congress leader, formed his Cabinet and it was 
announced in a Gazette Extra-ordinary issued at about noon. But before Mr, Bardoloi 
and his four colleagues could tike the oath of office at 12-39 P.M., ho received a 
message from the Government House to see the Governor and left at 12 45 P.M. This 
dramatic call by the Uovoraar created a groat sensation. The result of Mr. Bardoloi‘3 
interview with the Governor and the conversations at the interview wore not known 
as they nro kept strictly confidential. Meanwhile, the Assam Assembly mot and on the 
request of Mr. Bardoloi, who announced the formation of the Congress Coalition 
Cabinet, the Speaker adjourned the House ‘sine die 1 at 12-15 P.M. 

Earlier, the Opposition attempted to move a non-confidence motion (even before 
the Cabinet took the oath of office), but it was disallowed by the Speaker. 

Subsequently the Constitutional difficulties having boon solved, tbo members of the 
newly formed Congress Coalition Ministry in Assam took oaths of allegiance and 
office at tbo Constitutional Hull (Secretariat compound) in the afternoon. The 
Coalition Cabinet consisted of tho following : (See Vol I p. XXVHl) 

An intriguing situation however followed upon the formation of the new Ministry, 
uudur tho leadership of Mr, Gopinatlt Bardoloi. All members of the Opposition met 
at the Committeo Room of tbo Assemhly under the chairmanship of Mr. F. XV. 
Hockeohull. It was unanimously resolved that all 50 members still stood together 
and would continue to do so in all circumstances in opposition to the minority 
Government. Members stood up one by one, sol realfirmea their determination to 
stand by [he position they had already taken up. 

Winter Session—Shillong—1st. to 9th. December 1938 

No-Confidence Monos Withdrawn 

Tho winter session of tho Assembly commeuced its sitting ou tho 1«T, December 
S93B. Tho motion expressing no-confidence in the Bardoloi Ministry, which was 
tabled immediately after its formation, in the last session of tho Assembly, cont¬ 
rary to anticipation, was not pressed to-day. This, it was understood, was due to 
certain causes, ono of ,'iteso being that tho number of members of the Cabinet 
when it was formed was five, white it now stood at eight. Sir Mahomed Saadutla , 
Loader of tho Opposition, however, informed the House that they might move 
a fresh motion at a later date during the present session. It may bo recalled that 
during the last session, notioo of no-conSdenco motions wero given before the 
oath-taking ceremony of the now Ministers. The Speaker informed tho House 
that five members had dissociated themselves from tho no-ooufideace motions. 

The noose, which met at 11 a. m., adjourned at 12-45 p, m„ after passing a 
resolution, mourning tiie deaths of Kama! Ataturk and Alaulana ijhaukat Ali. 

Adjournment Motions Ruled Out 

2nd. DECEMBER :—No Government business could be taken up to-day as full cue 
hour after the interpellation period was occupied for discussing as to whether 
the adjournment motions, numbering 14. ta' led by the Opposition were in order. Out 
of these 1* motions, only 6 were discussed and ultimately ruled out of order by 
the Hon'ble Speaker, Mr, 8, K. Das. Tho motions related to: 

(1) Inadequate relief to tho Hood-stricken people of Goatpara. 

(2) fndequate reduction of laud revenue in Garo Hills, Sylhet and Caehar. 

(3) The threatened black-testing and eviction of some contractors from Forest 
Depot of Kukurmara etc. 
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(4) Inadequate provision for chocking cholera epidemic in Habsganj, 

The noD'hle Speaker, at the conclusion of llin day’s sitting, administered a mild 
rebuke to the momburs of tho Opposition hy saying tliat tho members while tabling 
a motion for adjournment of the Hou*o ought to make himself sttro that the subject 
matter of such a motion omiid not bo discussed through any other means, as for 
example, by putting questions or tahling resolutions, lie added that tho present day 
tendency in Parliament and elsewhere was to discourage as far as as possible such 
motions. 

3rd. DECEMBER 'Tho Opposition tabled four adjournment motions to-day. 
Alt of them woro disallowed by the Speaker. The most important of the motions 
related to the arrest of Mr. Harendra Chandra Chakravarty, an Opposition member. 

•Disposal, of Bills 

After lunch, private rnornbers 1 business was taken up. Out of 33 Bills, tho 
Assam Decree Settlement Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion. Several bills 
wore lost, tho rest withdrawn or not moved. 

Three important Bills, namely, tho Assam Prohibition Bill and Assam Criminal 
Law Amendment Acts Repealing Bill, worn withdrawn as the Government was si* 
ready moving in tho matter. Tho Premier, Mr. Bardoloi , referring to tho Assam 
Criminal Law Amendment Aots Repeal Rill, pointed out that the Government was 
trying Its best to repeal all repressive laws at the earliest date. At present it was 
scrutinizing tho actual position in tho province. 

Pay Fixation Foil School Teachers 

5ib. DECEMBER :—For tho first time since the formation of tho Congress Coalition 
Cabinet, tho Opposition under the leadership of Sir M. Snadulta measured their 
strength to-day when they refused to grant leave to a Coalitionist to withdraw 
his motion. Tho division resulted in fifty-two votes being nnst in favour of Congress 
Coalition, while forty-six supported tho Opposition. Mr. Lalit Kumar h'ar 
(Coalitionist) had given notice of a motion recommending tho fixation of a minimum 
rata of pay for lower primary school toaohors in Assam. On Government's assur¬ 
ance, however, Mr. Kar desired to withdraw tho motion. Tho Opposition refused 
to grant loavo aud demanded a division, Tho Uauso divided with tho above-mentioned 
result. 

Release of Political Prisoners 

Tho annouscomont that tho Congress Coalition Ministry wore anxious to release 
immediately all prisonors convicted of crimes with political motive, wus rondo by 
Premier Bardoloi to-day in tho oonrso of discussion on Mr. Anm Kumar Chanda’s 
resolution urging immudiato release of such prisonors. The resolution was accepted 
by the Douse without any dissentient. 

Constitution of Inoustwal Board 

Another resolution adopted to-day urged tho Constitution of an Industrial De¬ 
velopment Board, consisting of prominent scientists and industrialists with a vi«w to 
preparing a schema for starting new industries by tapping tho splendid mineral and 
natural resource* of tho province. 

No-Confidence is Ministry 

6th. DECEMBERFour notices for motions of “No-oonfldoncu" in tho Cabinet 
were submitted to tho Secretary to-day. Tho noticos stood in the namns of Mr. F. W. 
nockenball, Leader of tiro European Group. Dowan Ahbab Choudhury, Mr. Maqbul 
Hussain Choudhuri and Mr. Mudabbir Hussain Choudhari. 

Two more motions ol no-confidence in tho Congress Coalition Cabinet also came 
before the House to-day. Mr. Mm/bul lluteain moved two, but later withdrew 
one. One motion stood to tho name of Mr. B, Sarican. Tho House granted loave 
to move the motions separately. The Speaker fixed Deoombor 8 for discussion of the 
motions. 

Ministers' Salaries Bill 

The Assembly passed the Assam Ministers' Salaries Bill, 1933, fixing Rs. 500 
salary and Rs. 1(X) as house allowance and Its. 100 os car allowance for each 
Minister, 
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No-Confidence is Ministry (Costd.) 

8th. DECEMBER After a full-dress dobafn lasting over two hours and a half, 
tint nn-cnnfliicneo motion moved by Mr. itnqhul Ffuxsntn Cltnmjhury against the Bar- 
•Inlm Cabinnt was negatived by tho Assembly to day by 51 Votes to 50. one member 
remaining neutral. The European croup, which was the prime mover in the matter, 
threw nIT its mask and its loader, Mr. Hoekrnhutl was the principal oppositionist to 
niln«*k tho Congress. Sir Muhammad Snadullah, tho ex-Preroier, and Maulvi Abdul 
Matin Chnwtlhury, kept thoinselvos in tho bicirground. 

Thus tho Congress position in Assam was firmly consolidated, and it was expected 
that no more pint against it will rear up its head. Meanwhile, it was reliably under¬ 
stood that tho Ministry had passed orders for tho release of all political prisoners in 
the province. The order awaited the approval of Ills Excellency the Governor. 

Thm tho Saadulln-iles had lost heart in their attack against the Congross Coalition 
Cabinet, was oonvinoingly proved when none of tho prominent Muslim Leaguers in 
the Assembly were found participating in tho debate. 

The principal speaker from tho opposition was Mr, F. IF. Flockcnhult, while on 
the other side it was Mr. Arun Kumar Chandra. Deputy leader of the Congress 
party, who administered a scathing rebuff to Mr. tlockenhuil, whom he styled as being 
the ‘de facto' Opposition loader for all what he had done with a view to rally the op¬ 
position in the Assembly against the present Ministry. The division list, howover. 
disclosed that neither the eloquence of Mr. Hocketthull nor the outbursts of Mr. 
Rohini Kumar Choudhuri , ox-Mmister could convince the House to secure a verdict 
in favour of the motion under discussion. 

That the Opposition had a very weak case to put forward, was proved from tho 
fact that Afaulvi Maqbul Hussain Chowlhury, tho mover, did not find anything 
whereby to reply to (tie Ministerial attacks on them and consequently voluntarily 
waived his right of reply. 

None of tho ex-Ministors, barring of course Mr, Rohini Kumar Choudhuri , did 
open their mouths. They preferred to remain Silent spectators to a fight which was 
in effect between the Congress Coalition and the European combine. 

The motion wa* pnt to vote after a full dress debate lasting for about two hotiis 
and a half and at 4-40 p.m. tho Hon'ble Spanker declared tho motion lost by 50 to 
54, one remaining neutral, amidst spontaneous and thunderous outbursts of joy. A 
huge crowd waited outside tho Assembly Chamber to hear about tho result of the 
voting, while the gailories within tho Chamber accommodated visitors to their fullest 
capacity. 

Remission of Land Revenue 

9tb. DECEMBER Tho Assembly to-day rejected hv 54 votes to 34 Khan Bahadur 
Saiytd-ur- Rahman's resolution to the effect that tho remission io land revenue granted 
hv the present Government for the year 19118-39 was inadequate and unsatisfactory. 
The debate on the resolution lasted ono and a half hours. The House was then 
prorogued. 


The Assam Legislative Council 

August Session—Shillong—29th. August to 3rd. September 1938 

3rd. SEPTEMBER Tho Angust-September session of tho Assam Legislative 
Council commenced at Shillong on tbo 29th. Auguit 1938. 

Rai Bahadur H. P. Barua was elected President of the Council by 12 to 0 votes 
defeating bis rival Mrs. Zubeda Ataur Rahnma n, Dy. President of the Council. 

Sir Muhammad Saadullah, the Premier, then placed before the House a note 
on the present financial situation of tho province with reference to the actual 
receipts and expenditure for the year 1937-3S as compared with the revised figures. 
24 



ISO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ shillong— 

Tut: Moneylender’ Amend. Bill 

30th. AUGUST After the interpellation poriod to-day, Kliao Sahib Maulvi Ahdur 
Rahim Chaudhury moved for conaiueration of the House the Assam Mooey-lemlers' 
Amendment Bill which was introduced mid passed in the Assembly. Mr. 
Aafyendra Lahiri at the outset raised a point of order that unless it was redrafted 
and recast, it could not be considered ns the Udi contained some provisions S3 
regards promissory notes which was the exclusive jurisdiction of tho federal legisla¬ 
t'd re and the Proviawal legislatures bad no power in that direct to a, Hun'ble dir 
J Id. Radlulla maintained that there was no substance in Mr. Laiiiri’s point of order. 
The Hon'ble President Rat Bahadur Hr rain ha Prasad Barua on hearing both sides 
reserved bis ruling on this point till September 1. 

Deut Conciliation Amend. Bill 

Khan Sahoh Ahdur Rahim Chaudhury next introduood his Debt Conciliation A at 
Amendment Bill. Ue stated that tho Act of 19J6 did not give noy relief to the 
poor middle class people, svli >ae condition, lie said, was worse tlian that of the 
agriculturist. Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudkury , Revenue Minister, said that the 
omission of Section 21 of the original Act as proposed in the Bill, would deprive 
the agriculturists from tho benefits which woro sought to bo conforrod by the Act, 
After some discussion the motion of Mr. Safpcndra hfahan Lahiri that the Bill bo 
circulated for oliciting public opinion before November 30,.was adopted by the 
House. 

The Syliiet Town Lind Tenancy Bill 

Mr. A, L. Blank , Secretary, Legislative Council, laid on tho table oopies of the 
Sylhet Town Land Tenancy Bill which hid already been passed by tho Assembly. 

Maulvi Muhammad Ashaduddin Chaudhury said that it was an extraordinary 
piece of legislation without any parallel in other parts of India. Mr. Suresh Chandra 
Rat pointed out that the Bill had been thoroughly discussed in tho Assembly, and the 
House should not thcrufoio postpone its discussion. 

Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhury, Minister, said that though the Government had 
opposed in the Lower Mouse certain sections of the Bill which wore of revolutionary 
tbnrncter, for instance tho conferring of ooeiiimnov rights oil tenants in town lands, 
they would not oppose ony discussion now. The lldl was then tnkon Into considera¬ 
tion. After Mr. Hurrah Chandra Das, Maulai Athnduddin Chowdhury and Km Sallsb 
Hem Chandra Dull had spoken, Utu House adjourned for tho day. 

Revision of Domicile Rules 

31*t- AUGUST :—In Rpito of Government opposilioa tho resolution moved by 
Mr Ralyendra Mohan Lahiri to-day for the revision of the provision relating to the 
acquisition of dnmieiio in the province as laid down In tho Assam Executive Manual 
was passed without any division. Mr. Lahiri, in moving tho resolution, delivered ft 
full ono hour speech in courso of wliicb he sitid that tho rulo under Section 307 of 
Section 7 of tho Assam Executive Mannul was objectionable. It offended against Section 
2118 of Uie Government of India Act whioh laid down Shut persons wore not to bo 
subjected to disability by reason of race. 

Change of Holidays 

Tho resolution of Kiinn Sahib Maulavi Ahdur Rahim Chaudhury recommending to 
tho Government of AsHam to change all sectional holidays into general public holidays 
was also passed to-day without division. 5‘ir JIM. Saadullah, t|io Chief Minister 
opposed tho resolution and in vain ho tried 1o convince tho IIoubu that tliore would 
bo loss of money and loss of man power. Itai Hahih Hemchandra Duttai Sj. Suroxk 
Ch Rat, Mrs. Zubrdo. Ataur ftahaman, Itai Sahib Apurba Qhoth and Moulvi 
Rukkunuddin Ahmed supported tho resolution, 

SuiTLKAIENTAIlY DEMANDS 

Discussion on the supplementary demands for grants for 1938-39 began after tho 
interpellation period, Sj. hurcth Chandra Dat at tlio outset criticising it said that 
he found that a lot of money was boing spent and much more was necessary for 
carrying on icscarch on sugarcane. But he regretted that it hag not achieved the 
result that was expected from it. In conclusion, he offered his sincere congratulations 
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to the Finance Minister for having wiped out practically tbe whola of the burden 
to the Government of India from tha current revenues without going into tbe 
necessity of floating a loan. 

Prisoners' Probationaj, Release B.'LL 

Hon, Air. Abdul Matin Choudhury, in a brief speech, then moved far consi¬ 
deration of the Good Conduct Prisoners' Probations! Release Bit! 1037 and 
the motion was passed without any discussion. Two other Government resolutions 
wero then passed. 

MONEY-LENDERS' Amendment But, 

1 it SEPTEMBER :—Tha President, giving his ruling to-day with regard to the point 
of order raised by Mr. Paiyetidra Mohan Lahiri with regard to the Assam Money- 
lead ei s' AmeodmeDt Bill said that it was untenable. The present Bill, ha said, was 
an amen ling bill and that tbe main Act had not been altered in any respect 
by the Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws). Order-in-Couucil would 
have beoD made io order to bring it in conformity with tha provisions of the 
Government of India Act, The Bill also did not go beyond the scope of the main 
Act so far as its subject matter was concerned. Therefore it was difficult to hold 
that the Bill was a piece of legislation which touched any Federal subject Con¬ 
tinuing, tbe President said that the Bill proposed to amend the law relating to 
moneylending only and it waa therefore explicitly within the powers of the pro¬ 
vincial legislature. The Bill, a8 stated, was referred to a select committee. 

Stuiet Tows Land Tenancy Bin, 

The amendments lo the Sylhet Town Land Tenancy Bill 1937, as passed by the 
Assembly, was next considered. Mautvi Md. Asaduddi n Ckoudhury moved an amend¬ 
ment to clause 3 of tbe Bill regarding the commencement of the Act. Mr. Asad* 
uddin wanted that it should come into force on such date as the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernment by notification in the official gazette may appoint in this behalf and not 
with retrospective effect as provided in the Bill. Mr. Asaluddin, in his brief speech, 
narrated the difficulties of the tenants, if relro-pective effect was giveti. i^j. Surcsh 
Chandra Dag , and Kii Sahib Hem Chandra Dulta , opposed the amendment, while 
Air. Cooper and Mr. Mnnmohan Chaudhury supported the amendment. When put to 
vote the amendment was passed, 10 voting for, b against Alt the amendments to 
clauses 5, C. 7, 12, 15 and 17 were passed without division. Tbe bill again wont to 
the Assembly for further consideration. 

Pattadaks’ Right on Reuqiocb Endowments 

The House then carried a resolution moved by Air. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri 
recommending to the Government that, in the case of all existing public, religious 
and eharilable cudowmuuls in tbe temporarily sottled estates of the Assam Valley 
Division, tbe record of rights might mention that the vattadars are holding the 
lands ou behalf of the endowments. The object of his resolution, Mr. Lahiri 
said, was to p.-ovont unscrupulous trustees from alienating or encumbering trust 
properties. 

Partial Holiday in Ramzan 

Kban Sabeb Maulvi Abdur Rahim Choudhury's resolution recommending to the 
Government that doriug the month of Rarnaan all the Government offices, including 
law courts, be closed at 3 p. m, on every working day, was withdrawn after the 
Premier, Kir Mahomed Saadullah, had pointed out the inequity of granting such 
concessions. 


Flood Menace is Assam 

2nd. SEPTEMBER Rai Sahib Hem Chandra Dutt moved a resolntion to-day 
recommending the Government to appoint an export to report on tho causes of 
the floods in tho province and to sugeest means to avoid such calamities in future. 
Tbe resolntion was withdrawn after discussion. 

Renewal of Disqualifications Bill 

3rd. SEPTEMBER Tho issue whether parliamentary secretaries should be 
appointed in Assam was raised to-day during the debate on a Bill which provided 
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cxempttons in ease of specified groups who might ba debarred from being members 
of tho legislates© by virtue of the offices helU by individuals in that category. The 
measure, called tho Renewal of Disqualifications Dill, wns passed after an amendmeot, 
which extended the exemption to part-time tenoliois iu Government schools aod 
colleges, and modieal praetitionera serving the Government part time. The amend¬ 
ment meant alterations in a measuro already passed by thu Lower House. Thu 
fist of those exempted included parliamentary secretaries or parliamentary ptivase 
saerelaiies. 

Hr, i'urut Chandra Bhattacherjce moved for tho deletion of parliamentary 
secretaries and said that ho did not think that Assam ueoded such secretaries on 
a remuneration basis. His object was economy. When the Cabinet consisted of 
only four under tho Montagu-(.'helmsford Scheme, poople outsido tho inner cirela 
of tho Government said that thoro was not enough woik for more than two men. 
If that view was true, then thu popular Hiuistuis should not havo increased that 
number on April 1, last year. The new Cabinet begun with five blinistors and the 
number was increased to six within ten months. The public did not know whether 
the increase was justified by an increase iu work. 

Mr, Rohini Kuntar Chaudhury, Minishr for Revenuo pointed out that the Gov¬ 
ernment were aware of an all-iound demand for a curtailment of expenditure. Tho 
Lower Houbo, which was extia-vigilunt over expenditure, hod already passed the 
Bill by an overwhelming majority. lie also pointed out that nil parliament at y 
private secretaries in England were not paid. Mr. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri said 
that if the office of parliamonlnry private see ret at y was not gmug to be aa office 
of profit then there would be no need for provision contained iu thy Dill. 

The Minister did not reply (o this point. The amendment was lost by 11 votes 
t« 4. 

Khan Sahib ftukunuddin Ahrr.ed moved for the deletion of pa|t*tiine teaehois. 
Kbuu Sahib AMur Rahim Chuudhury said that if putt-tiniu teachers wetu 
elected ns njembeis of the Legislature, iflieienev would suffer. Mr. Satyendra 
Mohan Lahiri pointed out that in Bengal ami Ifombuy parl-timo professors bad 
been included in Ore list. The umendmeut wns lost by the easting vote of the 
president. ^ 

PiusoxejiB’ PnonxTiosxt, Rusease liar, (Cosru.l 

The House then passed thu Guod Conduct Prisoners’ Prohutional Release Bill aud 
adjourned. 



The Punjab Legislative Assembly 

Summer Session—Simla—21st. June to 22nd. July 193& 

OmctiL Bills and Resolutions 

Tho hummer session of the Puojab Legislative Assembly commenced at {Simla 
on !lu> 21 it. June '38, Five official bills, one ofthsiui resolution and ono adjourn¬ 
ment motion went disposed of. Tbo oflicial resolution which was passed read as 
follows:—“This Assembly do resolve that it is desirable that the followiug mutters 
being matters on timer* led in the Piovineial Legislative list should ba regulated in 
this pioviueo by an act of the Federal Legislature, namely. Statistics of Kmplt.ymen!, 
the Ulfoncos Against aud Jurisdiction and Powers of Courts with respect to the 
sad Act of the Federal Legislature." 

Rtsiirtmox or MenraAOEu Lands Bill 

23rd, JUNE Tho llonso took up to-day tho Punjab Restitution of Mortgaged 
Iranis Bill, which provide i for termination of Mortgages of land by members of aert- 
cnllural tribes before tho coming into force of the Punjab Alienation Land Act of IDOL 
Raja Narcartra Nath, member of tho ministerial party, opposed the principle of the Bill. 
Lata Mukundiat I'uri, another mumbor of tho Ministers! party belonging lo the 
Hindu Urban gtoitp, made a fighting speels, in which ho maintained that solemn 
declarations made in tho past by ieir Fnzli Hussain and Sir Sikaodar Hyat Khau 
regarding »U« Land Alienation Act wero being thtowo to Ibo winds. Mr. Puri 
raovod that tha Bill bo circulated for public opinion. Sir Ookulchand Narang , 
member of llte Opposition, do ivored a tronchant attack on the Bill, saying that tho 
principles of justice and fair piny were not tho stiong points of Ibo measure. Tho 
Premier made an exhaustive replay on tho debate and maintained that tho Bill 
merely sought to restore land which had gone out of the hands of agiuulturisls for 
five decades. Thorp would not. ho said, bo oven ono single case wherein mortgages 
had cot earned as much as ihroo hundred per cent. After tho Premier's reply, 
tho motion to send tho Bill to a Select Committee was put to voto and passed. A 
feature of Clio voting was that II members ot the Ministerial party voted against 
tho motion and the Congress Opposlion 6ided with tbo Government, tho votes of 
whom altogotber comprised 103. 

Lyalltob Mtwrcu’ALm' Nomination 

24th. JUNE The Assembly rejected to-day by 83 votes to 31 an adjournment 
motion by Sardar Hnri Singh iCongress) censoring the Government for nominating 14 
members to the Lyallpur Municipality as against 12 elected members. The mover 
objected “to ibo transfer of power from people's representatives to nominees of the 
Uoioaist party and the negation thereby of democracy in a democratic institution.’' 

Moneylenders’ Registration Bill 

The House next passed without division reference to the select committee of tho 
Bill for the registration of money-lendeis. Tho moliou to circulate the Bill for 
public opinion was defeated. Tho Hon. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, the Premier, 
during tho debate, stated that the Government were drafting a Bill for the res¬ 
triction of the purchase of land belonging to small agriculturists, 

Miscuievocs Statements’ Scitressjos Bill 

28th. JUNE :— Sir Sikandar Hyat Khcn, Premier, announced to-day amid cheers 
that he would only introduce the Bill for tho suppression of mischievous 

statements in press and platform and would not proceed with its other stages 
for the present. This decision, bo said, was in deference to Ibe wishes of bis 
journalist friends, who had assured him that the Punjab Journalists' Association 

would take effective and voluntary steps to persuade and if necessary to 

coerce the irresponsible and disreputable section of the Punjab press against 
which ibe Bill was directed, to mend its ways. The Premier also dealt 
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with iho other aspect of tho Bill concerning publio speeches. Ho said that 
snmo Congressmen had been carrying nu a campaign against recruitment for 
the army, lit) got io touch with tho Congress high command in this connection 
and lea: nt that they did not for a moment countenance such a campaign and 

in fact they could not do so while at tho same tuna they woro promoting 

schemes for military training. Again, soma public men had been preaching 

hatred against tha 'police calling them snakes and scorpions and suggesting 

that there could be nothing wrong in killing them. Tho Premier referred to tho 
press comments on iho Bill which ho admitted had been generally unfavourable, 
tie also mot a deputation of tho Funjab Journalists’ Association who bad 
been most helpful to him arid had suggested that the ovil which undoubtedly 
existed could bo eradicated by other methods without going to tho extent of suigical 
operation. Ho himself could not he satisfied that it was possible to remove this evil 
without drastic action, but his journalist friends assured him that tho association 
would tafco effective measures against Iho irresponsible and disreputable section of the 
press and that tho Premier should give them time to tiy this method and should agreo 
in tho meatiKljilo not to proceed with Iho measure. 

His fur 'Wife’s Right of Separation Bill 

29th. JUNE Stormy scenes woro occasioned today whoa a Congress member 
refused to withdraw certain words held to bo objectionable by the House and the 
president, a Congressman. Tho Speaker, Sir Sababuddin left Iho Chamber ia cboige 
of Mr. bhim St n Sachar, a member of tho Congress party. During Air. Snchar's 
chairmanship, Mrs, bunt Chttttd sought Icavo of tho House to introduce a Bill 
giving tho tight of separation to a Hindu, Sikh or Jain wifo in tho Funjab who had 
.suffered At Iho hands of hor husband. Chnudhri Ham Swarup ) a member of tho 
Ministerial party, (strongly opposed leave boing given for iho introduction of the 
Bill. He suggested that tfio Bill embodied iho desire of oily women to leave their 
husbands. (Rxoited cries:—No, No, wiihdniw), Ho emphasized that good Hindu 
wives never wanted to leave thoir husbands even niter death (ironical cheers). 

On tho speaker intervening, Chnudhri Ham S war up withdrew his words, and tha 
leave for tho introduction of tho Dill was refused by 50 votes to 13, tho Government 
benches voting against nnd tho Congress members baing divided, A number of Bills 
sponsored by the mem hors of tho Ministerial party were introduced and a largo number 
of Bills was brought forward hy the Opposition except the one not given leave for 
introduction. Among the Bills introduced wine Iho Artificial Cilice L'oiourisation Bill 
a-d tho Hindu and tjikh Bigamy Bill. The Houso then adjourned till the 1st July. 

Adqlition or Cu.uil hates 

1«t. JULY N on-official resolutions were considered to-day. The fit si moved by 
Mr, Sahib Ham recommended to the Government to abolish Cbahi rates (land 
tcvenne on lands watered hy wells) forthwith. Mir ifaqbool Mahmood , Parliamen¬ 
tary bjecretary, moved an amendment to tho effect that Along wilh a consideration 
of the recommendations of tho Darling Committee and tho Sources of Revenue 
Committee, the Government should take up tho i|!iestioo of the abolition of Chahi 
rates so far as they woro applicable to small cultivators, who cultivated their lands 
themselves, Mr. Sri Ham Sharma said the Congress considered the resolution to 
be a test resolution in order to gauge tho genuineness of tho Government's sympathy 
towards poor peasants. The Congress wanted by tho passage of the resolution to 
benefit the poor agriculturists who cultivated their lands themselves. The Premier, 
the hon. Sir St k and or Hyal Khan explaining Iho Government’s standpoint, said 
that, carried !o its Jogioa! conclusion, tha argument could bn used against taxing any 
industry io which the proprietor invested capital in installing machinery or otherwise. 
"What tho Government wanted to do was to give relief whero relief was due, that is, 
to the poor man. But Chahi rate-payers were not all poor or down-trodden. Thero 
were rich men among them and by accepting tho resolution, both the rich and the 
poor alike among this class would benefit while tbo poor among other classes, such 
as Barani or Nchari zamiodars, would bo without tbo muoh-nccdcd relief. 

The amendment was carried by 76 votes to 30 and tbo resolution, as amended, 
was carried without a division, 

REfBESENTATION IN TaIIIFF BoAUD 

A resolution, recommending that due representation bo given to the consumers’ 
and growers’ interests on the Tariff Board by tbo Government was next passed. The 
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mover, a mombor of tho Unionist _ Party, declared that the Province suffered honvily 
owing to the neglect of tiio interests of growers and consumers. The Caugress 
Piirty’s spokesman, Mr. Dunichnni expressed the opinion that it was wrong to sock 
represent(itions on a body of exports. Tho lion. Chowlhury Sir Chhoiu Ram , 
Minister for Development, aim.tied that protection for national industries was 
necessary but it should be given on certain conditions and within specified limits. 
These limits had been transgressed on the Board, Tho House then adjourned till tho 4th. 

Motor Traffic Offences Bill 

4th. JULY :—Due to tochoicnl Haws the consideration was postponed to-day of the 
Motor Traffic Offences Bill, which sought to obviate tho necessity of a motorist who 
committed an off nee away from his home town being present at his trial himself. 
When the Hon. Sir Sunder Singh Maiitkia, Minister in charge movod that the 
Bdl ns reported by tho Select Committee be taken into consideration, Mr. iianilal 
Kalia , a Congress member objected to tho motion. Ho argued that by passing this 
legislation even a European British subject could be tried by a third class magistrate 
which tho present law did not permit. Therefore, under the Government o! India 
Act, the Punjab Government should have tikou _ the previous permission of the 
Governor-General before proposing to change tho criminal law affecting Europeans. 
Sir S/inAafcuddtn, (ho Speaker agreeing with the view put forth in repiy by the 
Advocate-Genera!, Mr. M, Shvm (hat in framing the roles the Government would 
keep in mind tho relovant seotions of tho Government of India Act, disallowed the 
objection, postponed tho consideration of the Bill and adjourned tho House, 

LaMIBAOE IS TOS LEGISLATURES 

5th. JULY :—A ruling was given to-day by tho Speaker, Sir Shahabuddin when 
Dr. Oopichand Bhortja va, tho Leader of the Opposition and tho hon. Sir Si hander 
iluat Kltan , leader of tho House expressed a desire that the members should be 
allowed to speak in (bo national language as tho use of the English language was 
causing hardship and some did not understand it at ad. Both Dr. Bhnrguva aud tiio 
Premier spoke in Hindustani while making llioir submission. The point of order 
arose when the hon. Mr. Manohar Lat, Rovenuo Minister moved for consideration of 
tho Punjab Land Alienation Amendment Bill as reported by the Select Committee 
and Dr. Bliargava began addressing tho House in Hindustani. The Speaker gave the 
following rating:—"Now that almost every Chamber in India has interpreted for 

t racheal purposes Seotioa 85 of tho flovern’meut of radio Act, 1935. in tho way they 
ave done and this being tho solitary House in the whole of India not doing justice, as 
others, to the lauguago of tho Province, if you Gentlemen want it, 1 shall accept your 
reasoning that you are unable to express yourselves in English as ably and efficiently 
as you would like, and will allow such of you as are convinced they are 
unable to express themselves in English to speak in' the language of the Province”. 

Punjab Land Alienation Amend. Bill 

Rai Bahadur Afukund Lai Puri then moved that the Punjab Land Alienation 
Amend Bill, as it had emotged from the Select Committee, be circulated for opinion, 
contending that the Bill had undergone vital changes in the Select Committee and 
circulation was all the more necessary now because it had not been given sufficient 
publicity in its original form. Sir Ookut Chand Knrany, producing a bundle of 
telegrams, letters aad representations seat to him, declared that tho measure was 
obnoxious to all classes of people. He warned tho Premier that if he ignored those 
representations, ho would bo digging tho gravo of his Government, as no autonomous 
Government could subsist on injustice. The hon. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, 
Premier opposed she motion for circulation. Tho motion for circulation was rejected 
and tho motion for consideration was passed without any one challenging a division. 
The Bill was then discussed clause by clause and for over an hour, a number of 
minor amendments to Clause 3 were considered and disposed of. The Housa 
than adjourned, 

6th. JULY :—Resuming discussion on the Bill to-day, an important amendment 
designed to prevent retrospective effect being given to the clause declaring all 
benami transactions void, was movod by Sir <?. £.'. Narang and spiritedly debated 
upon. Dr. Narang in a vigorous speech explained that benami transactions had been 
tolerated year after year by previous Governments in whiob many present Ministers 
also held office. Raja Qhaznnfar Alt', in a strong defence of the Government s 
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position, contended ihot tho amendment was out of order because it went against 
tho ehinso itself. Itai Bahadur Mukutuilal Puri quito l a judgment of Sir Shaha- 
bndlin which ho hold proved tint hoatmi trnnsaotinni wwa not hitherto held illegal 
hut had boon recognised porf colly legal mid valid. Tho Premier, in a brief reply, said 
that the hill also intended Hint auth-irit ns omjenvored under the act should try to dis- 
cover which of the transactions were dishonest and Went against provisions of the 
land alienation act and which did not set aside those which w-re dishonest. 
The amendment was pressed to n division and lost by 81 votes lo 10. The Congress 
remained neutral, While the majority of Raja Narundraiiath's parly voted for the 
amendment, 

Sir Ookul Chand Narang move! another amendment to the effect that mort¬ 
gages and leases of less than twenty ye.ns’ Stan ling should not be interfered with 
by the Bill. Mr. Mir .1 tugboat Mahmaod, on Indialf of I ho Government, opposed 
it un the ground that the Government did not like to be on abettor of illegal 
transactions for twenty years. The amendment was rejected. A number of amend¬ 
ments woro then moved and rejected and the Housu adjourned. 

The Moseyiesue ns' Rkoisthatios Bill 

8»b. JULY :—Sir Sikandnr fff/o t Khan, Premier, made an important announce¬ 
ment to-day while speaking on a Government BUI. Jin said that the Government 
wore determined to place agriculturist money-lenders on a par with nnn-ugrieuitiirist 
taonov-Iendors, With that end in view, the Premier said tho Government pro¬ 
posed to bring forward a fill controlling agriculturist monny-lemlors and until 
that was enacted thoy would not place on tho statute book the present money¬ 
lenders' Bill, which sought to control money-lending by non agriculturists, 

Restitotios or Muiitoaoed Lands Bill (Coned.) 

Tho Opposition mode renewed efforts to-day to hold up the Restitution of 
Mortgaged Lands Bill. Thoy moved that tho Bill as it had ro-omorgod from the 
Sclent Committee bo recommitted. Tho debate was romarliablo for what w.is 

S robahtj- tho longest speech delivered hilliurto during thu Hpssiou, It was made by 
If. Peshhandhu ft, Gupta, n journalist member of the House, who moved for re¬ 
committal and spoko with sustained vigour far over an hour and half in Urdu. Sir. 
Gupta strongly objected to tlm discriminatory provision that only certain types of 
mortgages should bo set aside in this way. Ho wanted that tho Bill shnnld apply 
to all mortgages and should exclude from tlm benefit of restoration all lug landlords 
living on unearned income mid cxohidn destitute mortgages whoso main subsistence 
was derived from mortgaged land. Tlm Premier, Sir sikandnr fff/at Khan, 
attemp'od lo dispol tho fear that tho Bill was likely lo help big y.amindars. l’horo 
were only seventy-five really hig v.amindnrs in the province, who paid tevenuo 
between nno thousand and five thousand rnpoos an! of these only twenty-one 
would Iso effected by this lldl. Judging by these figures, onu Id tho House sincerely 
hetievo that the Bill would help big landlords at thu oxponsa of small ones V Tho 
motion for recommittal was rejected and tho Rovomto Minister's motion that tho 
Bill ho token into consideration was passed. The llauss thou adjourned till tho 11th. 

Monevikniieus 1 Registration Bill (Co.ntii.) 

llth. JULY:—The Premier moved to-day that tho Rogistration of Moao? 
lenders Bdl. as reported by tho Helect (Jommittco, by taken into considera¬ 

tion. Mr. Sitanim, n member of the Ministerial Party movod that tho Bril 
ho circulated (or opinion by 1st October. MirMagkool Mahmood , Parliamentary 
Secretary made it clenr that tlio Bill dealt with professional money lending 

and therefore, thorn was no need for differentiation such ns the previous 

speaker had urged. The penal clauses would eomo into operation only in cases of 

wilful evasion and not otherwise, Tboro weio 55,000 money Jendors in tho Punjab, 
which was, thus, a province more seriously affected by tlio problems attendant on 
uncontrolled money-lending than any other provinoo in India. Every ono of these 
money-lenders had on nn average throe hundred debtors whoso lives and happiness 
thoy held in tho hollow of their hands. Mr. Pevaraj Sethi, moving for tho recom¬ 
mittal of tho Bill to a Select Committeo said that this motion would not make any 
difference for it would not bo placed on tho Statute Book until a similar measure 
covering agriculturists was passed which could not bo done this session. Ho urged 
the recommittal because hu was sure that tho measure was a political measure and 
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not an economic one for benefltting Iho poor agrionUnrists, Sir Ookul Chand Narang 
declared that even imsiartinl people who had watched tho progress of this Biii ware 
convinced that it was bDing rushed through. Tho Bill, as it had emereod from the 
Soloct Commit toe, deprived the people of tho right of carrying oa money-lending 
business in tho form of a company. He fnrthor examined the provisions of the Bill 
and declared that the Government’s proposals were one sided in favour only of tho 
debtor. Ciosare wn3 applied and the Premier, the hott. Sir Sikander Huai Khan replied 
to the debate. Sir Sikander said that one member hud nrged that previous debts should 
he excluded from the provisions of the Bill. The Premier explained that the Bill 
did not affect previous debts until tho money-lenders committed irregnlarities. 
Moreover, if the irregularity was a stray case and was in respect of a small sum, ho 
was still given an opporluaity of appealing to tho Commissioner against the forfeiture 
of his licence. The proposed legislation was much more lenient than the English 
Act in several rospeots. Tho Government wore not rushing it through as it had been 
before the puidio for over 15 years and the Government had already received the 
opinions of 400 public associations and a large number of individuals. Proceeding, 
the Premier said that the Bill sought to control agriculturist money-lending also un¬ 
less the agriculturist advanced money to his own tenant, for his own land. Thus, the 
agriculturist and non agriculturist money-lenders were both put oa the same level. 

Land Alienatsok {3rd, Amend.) Bill 

Id accordance with the announcement made by the hors. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, 
Premier on Friday last that the Government were determined to place the agricultu¬ 
rist money-lender on a par with the non-ngriculiurist money-lender, a Bill called tho 
Punjab Alienation of Land (Third Amendment) Bill was brought forward by the 
Premier. The Bill proposed to amend tho Punjab Alienation of Land Act in such 
a way as to provide that no member of an agricultural tribe shali make a permanent 
alienation of any portion of his land to a member of tho same tribj or to a tribe its 
tho same group within five years of the date of repayment in full by the debtor (the 
former) of any loan advanced to him by snob creditor (the latter }. 

Moneylenders’ Reoist ration Bill (Cosid.) 

12tb. JULY:—Tho debate on tbe Money-lenders’ Bill clause by clause was taken 
np to-day. A long series of amendments wore attempted bv the Opposition, but only a 
few of them were (passed. The Congress Party generally took no decisive part in 
the discussions and on one important division of the day remained neutral. The 
Premier accepted the amendment of Mr. Uira Lai (Congress) which excluded from 
the meaning of a loan, “an advance made in kind by a landlord to his tenant for 
purposes of husbandry, provided the market value of tho return does not exceed 
the market value of tho advance as estimated at the time of aivanco. Another 
amendment, moved by Laia Mukund Lai Puri which was also accepted by the 
Government, defined that a deposit made by an employee with an em|>loyer as 
security was not a loan within the meaning of this Act. The Bouse divided on the 
amendment to the effect that a loan advanced to a trader by anyone should not fall 
within the provisions of the Act. Only seven voted for and eighty against the 
amendment, toe Congress Party not voting. ’ 

Among a few Opposition amendment accepted was one moved by Sir Ookul 
Chand Aaron#, This related to a sub-clause, which included the words “his 
husband or wife.” Sir Ookul Chand caused laughter when he suggested that he had 
not heard of any man having a husband and added that if however the Oovornmeat 
benches insisted on retaining the words intact, he had no objection. Eventually the 
word “his” was agreed to be deleted. A keen debate followed on the amendment 
moved by Lata Sitaram, a Ministerialist, to the effect that tho provisions of the 
Aot shali not apply to an unregistered money-lender who “winds up his business of 
money-lending and does not renew any existing loan nor advances any fresh loan 
after the commencement of this Act, but confines himself to the realisation of his 
ontstanding loans, subsisting before the commencement of this Act.” Sir Ookul 
Chand Narang further elaborated the point and argued that the Premier hut been 
declaring repeatedly that his object was to weed out dishonest money-lenders. If 
certain money-lenders wished to weed themselves out, why should obstacles be 
placed in their way by requiring them to get themselves registered '! 

Tbe Premier emphatically rebutted tho contention that the Bill was intended to 
wipe out debt. Its object was regulation in the interests of honest money-leaders, 

25 
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Only dishonest money-lenders would iiko to close business alter the commencement 
of this Act, but even they wore given a period of three years after tbo Aot to 
realise their past debts. They were only required uudor the Aot to register them¬ 
selves and take out licences. But if the amendment was passod, the result would 
be that a dishonest money-leader would bo under no obligation to register himself 
and so even if he continued his fraudulent transactions after the commencement of 
the Aot, he would bo in no danger of his methods being brought to light ia a court 
of law. The amendment was rejected without a division. 

14th. JULY;—The Opposition concentrated their attack on the Government’s 
Intention to reservo to thoraxtdves tbo rulo-makiog powers under the Bill, parti¬ 
cularly with regard to tlio conditions ou which licence to money-lenders are to be 
granted. Sir Qokul Chand Narang moved an amendment, suggesting a reduction 
of the registration foe from Rs, 5 to Re. 1. Tho Premier, the lion. Sir Stkandar 
Hyat Khan, pointed out that tho proceed* from tho registration foo were required 
to create the necessary machinery to work tho Aot. The umondmant was lost. 

A series of amendments, seeking to lay down tho specific periods during which 
licences should bo valid, were admitted, Strong opposition was voiced by Sir 
Octal Chand Narang, Lala Donicband, Lain Muktind Lai Puri and others to leaving 
the power to fix tho period of a licence in tho hand* of tho oxeenlive ns the Bill 
proposed to do. It wax urged by somo that at lonst five years should be fixed 
as the period of a licence while another wanted that a lieonco should bo tenable 
for such a period as thu licensee himself wanted. Tho Premier emphasised that 
these fears were uofoundod as the Co I lectors would bo strictly bound by the rules 
which the Government would frame. The amendment was lost. 

By another amendment, Lala Duiiichand urged the deletion of words, which It 
was contended, suggested that the conditions of grant and the renown! of lioences 
would be laid down by tho Colleotois. Thu Premier strongly refuted tho suggestion 
that the Government intended to loavo it to the Collectors to impose what conditions 
they liked. It was tho Government who would lay down the conditions. He 
also pointed out that it was tho general practice in ail cases of this nature for the 
Government to reserve to itself the rule-making powers. This amendment was also 
lost. An important Government nruoadmeut, moved by Haja Ghasnafar Alt Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary, was next passed without any speeches. Tho amendment 
made it clear that “the punishment provided in this Act will not be inflicted 
upon any person (money-lender) who is convicted for infringing the provisions of 
this Bill prior to the time this Act eoraos into force,” 

A series of amendments were next moved for reducing tbo punishmcntB which the 
Bill sought to indict on money-lenders for committing offences under the Bill, but 
they were rejected. The Uouao sat till 0 p. m. and completed discussion en Clause 
6, which was passed as amended. 

15tb. JULY With regard to Clauso 9 doubts worn expressed to-day whether the 
Government's Intention of not punishing money-lenders for offences committed before 
the coming into force of tho Act was fully olear. Both the Government and the Oppo- 
tion admitted that the clause a* it stood was ambiguous. On tho motion of the 
Premier, the bao. Sir Stkandar Ihjoi Khan tho House substituted a new clause 
In place of Clause 9. When tho clause was under consideration, Lala Sitaram moved 
that the Bill should come into operation two years after publication in the Govern¬ 
ment Gazettes. The Premier explained that homo time would be spent by the 
Government in going through numerous formalities. Moreover, under the provisions 
of tho Bill, ambonest money-lenders would get fiom three to six years time to 
wind up their business. So far as honest money-lenders wore concerned, the 
Government were determined to go out ol their way to help them. The amendment 
was defeated 

Rapid progress was then mado with the Bill. Clause 10 containing a provision 
for “the further registration and licensing of a money-lender after the expiry of 
the period for which tho license was cancelled,” wax adapted without anv amend¬ 
ment. The House commenced consideration of clausa 11, There was a division on 
Bit 0. C. Narang's amendment to tho last clausa to include in the Bill a provision 
to the effect that tho rules made by the Government under the Bill should be 
brought before the House for approval prior to being made law. The amendment 
wis rejected by 92 votes to 31. 
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When nil tlio clauses wore disposed of, the House agreed to the motion of the 
Premier for referring tho Bill to a drafting committee for examining the Bill with 
a view to suggesting nonsequential amendments and presenting their report by 
to-morrow. The House then adjourned. 

Ann-Bssim! Trissactio.s'b Bill 

16th. JULY On a motion from tho Chair the Assembly to-day passed consequential 
amendments which tho drafting committee had proposed to the Anti-Benarni Ttaosao- 
tions Bill. Tlio h m. Sir Sunder Singh Maiithia movod that the Bill, as amended, be 
passod. Rni Ptthttdur Afukuud Lai Puri, ill a fighting speech, objected to what he 
ceiled tbs exploitation of the people's property under the protection of law, He 
characterised the Bill as a revolutionary measure. It sought to unsettle settled contro¬ 
versies, Sir Ookutchand Narang said tint by those Bills, the Government were trying 
to follow the policy of pushing <iown one community and pulling np another community 
io order to effect a general levelling up. The Government had administered no warning 
to poople hitherto (list Ihoso transactions were wrong and oven the High Court had 
not held them illegal. Despite all that, tho Government were coming forward with a 
Bill declaring thu these transactions were null and void and giving their Bill rest res¬ 
pective effect. Malik Barkat Alt refuted Sir G. C. Narang’s arguments and declared 
that tba Bill was not retrospective as had been contended but was tnorely declaratory. 
It merely sought to make the law clear with regard to beoatnt transactions, which 
had boon banned by tho original Land Alienation Act and would bo held to be 
invalid undor tho existing law ia noy court. He pointed out that the Laud 
Alienation Act embodied tho policy that land should never pass out of tho possession 
of tho socio-economic group known as tho agricultural class io the Punjab. 
Mr. Ajit Singh, speaking from tho Congress beaches, caused a surprise when 
amid enthusiastio Ministerialist cheers, bo declared that tho Congress Party fully 
supported the Bill and they went further and demanded ncn-agrioulturist holders of 
laud who bud c>mo by that land as the result of benami transactions should be 
punished. Sir Sikatid >r reiterated his denial that the Bill sought to give retrospective 
effect to the Act. The Bill merely intended to plug up loopholes. Tho Premier 
claimed that the Bill did not oo'ntravene the undertaking given by the late Sir 
Fazli Hussain aud reiterated that they would net allow the scope of tho Land 
Alienation Act to be extended or restricted. But he hinted that changed conditions 
in the country .and the pressure of opinion of the masses outside the House might 
force the Government to go beyond tho Act in future, Qo reaffirmed the policy 
that no land belonging to au agriculturist should pass into the bands of a nou-agrioul- 
iarist except under the provision which allowed 20 years' enjoyment of an agricul¬ 
turist land by a non-agriculturist for debts due from the agriculturist. The Premier 
asked why, while this straightforward course was open to the non-agriculturist, he 
should resort to tho backdoor method of a benami transaction. The " Premier made 
the announcement that during the four mouths during which Tehstldars had been 
investigating io the province, they had unearthed no less than 6,697, cases, which 
were suspected to be benami transactions, of which 2,473 cases were boiug recom¬ 
mended for review. 

Tho Bill passed the third reading without division. 

Money-Lenders’ Registration Bill (Cgntd.) 

Tho Premier next moved that the Money lenders’ Registration Bill be passed. 

Raja Narendranath, Leader of tho National Progressive Party, a group forming 
part of the (loverument, opposed tho motion. While admitting that some opinions 
had been collected on the Bill ia the Punjab some years back, be held they were 
not made available to the House for basing the provisions of the Bill thereon. The 
Bill would, he thought, turn money-lenders into pawn-brokers with the result that 
borrowers would henceforth bo at a great disaivantago in raising leans. 

Or, O. C. Narang declared that the Lading find monoy-tending classes should 
now understand that they could not expect any thing from the present Government 
The Bill, ha said, would destroy credit m trade aod industry. It would set back the 
hands of the clock of political advance. 

The Premier, Sir Sikander flyat Khan, rejilying vigorously, denied that 
the BUI was either a class or a communal measure. It would apply equally to all 
classes aud communities, to Banias as well as to Pathaus, and as he had already 
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announced be was determined to see that ft Bid applying the precisions of Ibis 
measure to agriculturist money-lenders was passed hn'oro the present Bili became an 
Aot. lie re-affirmed that an nonest moneylender would liud the measure a source of 
strength and help : aud casual leaders h id been specitienliy excluded from tbe Act, It 
bad been stated tout the Tillage money-lender wus n simple person who would be 
unable to understand the law, but the Piemier declared that those people with whom 
the money-lenders dealt wore even more simple and unsophisticated. The Punjab 
Government had been ttying to bmid up the structure of an agrarian legislation 
which would be beneficial without distinction of class. 

The House passed the third reading of tho Bill and adjourned till the 18th. 

Lind Alienation Amend, Hill 

Tbe Assembly also passed without division the third reading of the Punjab 
Land Alienation Amendment Bill. 

Restitution or Mortoaoed Lands Kill sCoxrn.) 

18th. JULY Constitution of the Restitution of Mortgaged Lands Bill, olauso by 
clause, was taken up to-day. Several amendments wear moved by the Opposition 

and were rejected by the House. O to such amendment was moved by Sir Qokut 

Chattd Sorting with a viow to applying (lie provisions of tins Bill for tho period 

even after Juno 8, 19)1. The amendment was prtx.ed to a division and defeated 

by 90 votes to 3:). Sir Ookul Chatid Sailing ma in another attempt to amend the 

Bill so as to ensure that lands should not t»o returned to the original ngrioultuial 
owners if tho mortgugeu had scoured u dnurou or order fur redemption. This amood- 
munt was also rejected. Sardar Hari Singh iCougress) moved an important amend¬ 
ment which sought lo depiivo those agriculturist! who paid its. 300 or rooro in 
land revenue, of tho benefit of the Bill. It was stated on buhalf of tho Opposition 

by several speakers that by passing this amendment, only poor zamindars would 
bunofit and not tho wotl-to dn onus. On behalf of the Oosoi ninent, it was explained 
that the amendment in efTeot Bought to deprive of the bonellis of tho Bill even 

thoso who owned ten acres of land and had monthly incomca of Its. 70. Tho 

Premier assured tho Honso that not a single Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 
would beootit from this legislation. Tho Premier pleaded that tho amendment would 
not bo an oquitablo step ; for thoso who paid Its. 391 as In ml rovuoua, would be 
daprived of ilia benefit of the Bill while thoso who paid Us. 2U9 as land revenue 

plus Bis. 1,000 as incomc-tar would get tho benefit. The amendment was defeated 

by 58 votes to 30. The House then agreed to the ofliulat amuudmont moved by 

Mir Maqbooi Mahmoud, which laid dowu that the oases arising out of this legislation 

should bo decided by ColleotorB "specially empowered by me Government." The 
Assembly then adjourned. 

19tb. JULY Consideration of tha Bill, olauso by olauso, was resumed to-day. 
Tho House made rapid progress with the Bill and all tliu clauses having boon passed, 
the bill as amended was ontrusted to a drafting eomimltoe to suggest consequential 
amendments and report by Thursday. 

Police Lathi Ciuhue in Lvalli'Uk Dt. 

21*1. JULY: — Sardnr Hari Singh (Congress) to-day moved that "The Houso do 
now adjourn to discuss a definite mutter of urgent public iinporianec, namely, ‘the lathi 
charge by tho police on unarmed and peaceful Kisaoa at Chftk no, 254 Gangs 
Singnwaia in Lyallpur District on July 15, io connection with tho agitation against 
a reduction in tbe width of canal outlets, causing iojurios to many innocent persons". 
Ho deplored the Government's habit of defending “the most indefensible misdeeds 
of the police”. He recapitulated the events leading to the alleged lathi charge by 
tho police, basing his account on private reports recoived by him. Tho Premier, 
Uio hon. Sir .S'l'l-andor By a l Khan, winding up tho debate, said that the decision 
to re-model tha distributor/ was taken by the Advisory Committee at which repre¬ 
sentatives of the Distributor/ wore present. Bis information was that the agitation 
was engineered by a subordinate of tho Canal Department and they were going to 
hold an enquiry as to whether that information was corroot. His disappointment 
was that the Opposition had some distorted figures and were basing their agitation 
on them. Continuing, the Promier reiterated that it was impossible for the Govern¬ 
ment to give canal water to some people at the expense of others. The Government 
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bad offered ui table terras of settlement, but tho Opposition did not wish to accept 
them because then tho agitation would coase. As regards tho death of a person 
named Knrtar Siugb, tho Premier said that a sifting magisterial enquiry would ba 
held into tho circumstances of his death and if it was proved that death was duo 
to maltreatment, the Government would impose drastic punishment os the culprit. 

Restitution or MouToaoEo Linds Bill (Contd.) 

Sir Sundnr Singh Majithia next moved the third reading of tho Restitution of 
Mortgaged Lands Bill. In doing so, he gave au assurance that if during the next two 
years of tho working of this measure, some loop-holes were discovered, tho Govem- 
rauot would readily remedy them by bringing forward amendments. Sir Gakul 
Chond Sarong in a !oug speech enumerated the principal defects of the proposed 
legislation. lio said that the Bill was not based ou any principle of justico or equity. 
Tho Government had advanced no ground for confining it to mortgages entered 
before tho year 1001. If mortgages wero not going to be safe, thou what guarantee 
was thoro that tho salos effected in the past would bo safe ? Dr, Gopichand 
thargava emphasised that though the Hill bad boon ostensibly brought to help tho 
jroor, it was really to help the rich zaroiudars who constituted tho present 
Government. That ’ was the reason why the Government did not place 
statistics in support of tho measure. The Premier , at the outset, referred to 
what ho called tho devices used by tho Congress to engineer a furore and up-roar 
in the Province against the Bill. Hartals had been brought about by telling strange 
stories to shopkeepers, Ono of them was told that tho Bill sought to check and 
control their daily earnings and accounts. Tho Premier said that some people had 
made attempts to givo tho agitation a communal colour. Tho Bill, ho admitted, 
affected every community. It might affect one community more than soother, 
but that did not mean that it was a communal measure. Ho declared that tho Btll 
was really aimed at helping the poor. It had not been designed to cover tho 
period after 1901 as there had been no exploitation of agriculturists after that 
year, owing to tho coming into force then of the Land Alienation Act. Replyiog 
to tho arguments of Dr. Gopicbaod Bbargava, Sir Sikanriar said that the creed of 
tho Unionist Party was second to none iu tho country. The Premier said that tbo 
i’aily was trying to help tbo small peasants and labourers. Ho ridioulod tbo Congress 
altitude towards tho Bill. Tho Congress Party bad given such amendments as, if 
they wore passed, would bavo defeated the object of tho Bill by trying to lay down 
that its provisions should not apply to cases instituted by mortgagors before the 
Bill became law. The Premier warned tho Congress Party that if it adopted uncons¬ 
titutional methods of agitation against this legislation in the Province, ho would not 
allow the peace of tho provinco to bo disturbed. Tho third reading of the Bill was 
passed without a division. 

Land Alienation (3rd Amend.) Bill 

The House next started consideration of tho Land Alienation Act (Third Amendment) 
Bill clause by clause. All amendments, which wero moved by the Opposition and 
opposed by the Government, wore rejected. While discussing tho third clause. Sir 
Gokul Chand Karang pointed out that there were loopholes in the clause, which 
would enable two agriculturist money-lenders working in collision to evado the 
provisions of tbo Bill. Tbo Premier admitted that there was a loophole which, he 
promised, would ba filled in tho next session. Ha appealed to the members to pass 
tbs clause as it was, so that the Bill might be passed expeditiously in order to 
enable tho Government to plaeo it on tho Statute Book along with the Money¬ 
lenders' Registration Bill. 

Consideration of the clauses teas completed at 9-15 p, m. and the Bill was then 
entrusted to the Drafting Committee to submit consequential amendments, if nece¬ 
ssary, by 10 a. m. on the next day, the 22nd. July when the Bill was given the third 
reading and the House adjourned sine die. 

Winter Section—Lahore—10th. November to 2nd. December 1938 

Adjournment Motions 

The winter session of the Assembly commenced at Lahore on the 10th, November 
1938. There were no fewer than 15 adjournment motions, of which seven stood in the 
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name of Sardar Hart Singh. Uio first, which was to discuss the order to quit the 
Punjab by the first available train on Comrade Iqbal Singh and his oxieroment 
from tho Punjab, was disallowed by Iho Speaker as bcii g not of urgent public 
importance. 

A heated discussion oosued on the third adjournment motion to raise “tho criminal 
hooliganism" displayed hy tuetubeta of tho prooession of ihe hon. the Premier and 
the hou. the ilinisler for Development at Rohtak on October 7 lest, resulting in 
injuries to a number of peaceful Hoecfators. Tho members had to be called to order 
on several occasions. The Spe-iirr ruled cut the motion as the subject matter 
thereof had not been corroborated. 

The House then discussed tho adjournment motion of SarJar Hart Singh to 
discuss tho notico setved on Sardar II ilwnnt Singh Dukliia, General Secretary of 
the District Congress Committee of llosbinrpur. under Section 3 of the Punjab 
Criminal Law Amendment Aet for one year, iniernif.g him in Bains Kafnn, his 
village, and restraining his political activities. The Piomier juslifloi the netiou taken 
by the Government against Sardar Bulwant Singh Dckli’a ss it was intended to 
stop the recurrence of terrorism. He assured tiro House that the utmost care was 
berug taken in taking any action against political workers. Tire motion, being put 
to vote, was rejected by’ til voles to 37. The House then adjourned. 

Famish is Bissau 

IZlh, NOVEMBER :—Harrowing aecoimiB of tho distress paused by famine in 
Hissar district were given t.y members of the Opposition and the Government 
benches to-day in the course of tho discussion on au adjournment motion by Sarrfar 
llari Sing relating to the subject. After two hours’ heated debate, the motion was 
rejected by t'O voice to 30. 

OrncML Bcsinesb 

The House passed the Punjab Debtors Protection (Amendment) Bill with tho 
amendment recemmeitded by His Excellency, referred to a select committeo Iho 
Punjab Alienation of Ijrnd Act (Fourth! Amendment Bill and also passed the Punjab 
Elate Aid to Industries tAmendment) Bill, li was explained that tire first mentioned 
BUI had been recommitted to iho House by His Exuollooey as tho Law Department 
had, since the passing of tho Bill, discovered that it wont beyoud tho intention of 
ihe friimcrs. The Bill was passed without discussion. 

Darns Coxtiiol 

A rr.ulinn by Iho lion. Mian Abdul Haga Bought that Iho following maHets 
enumerated in the provincial legislative list bo regulated by an Act of tho Federal 
legislature :—Trade and cemroerco within the province) and the production, supply 
and distribution and adulteration of drugs, medicines aud biological products. Thu 

Minister explained that this was in pursuance of tho undertaking given by th« 
Punjab Government in common with other Provincial Governments that they would 
adept a resolution on tho above lines. 

Multan Communal Clash and A fish 

14th. NOVEMBER Charges aud counter-charges wore made by tho members 
of tbo Opposition party and tho Government aghinst each other for being 

responsible for creating a situation which led to the communal clash at Multan 
in October last, iu tho courso of the discussion to-day on the adjournment 
molion of Blunthi Martial relating to the disturbance. Members of the Oppo¬ 

sition Parties accused the Ministors ol having delivered provooativo speeches, 
which led to tiio strained relations between tho two communities. Replying 
to iho debate, tho Premier, tho hon. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, read a lengthy 

statement, reviewing tho circumstances culminating in the trouble at Multan and 
complemented tho local officers on averting a riot with a minimum of force. Tha 
Government, said the Premier, were considering tho posting of a hugo punitive 
police at Maltan, which was a dangerous distriot in tho Provioco. The Premier 
assured the Houbo that nuffurots would bo adequately compensated and culprits 
brought to book, Tho motion was lost by €0 votes to 33. 

Electricity and Gusdwara Bills 

Tho House then passed tho Punjab Electricity Bill, and tbo Sikh Gurdwaras 
(Amendment) Bill. 
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Agricultural Products Markptb Bill 

The hen. Sir Ckhotu Ram, Development Minister, next introduced the Pnoj&b 
Agricultural Produots Markets Bill, Gardur Bihib Bardar Saniokh Singh moved 
an amendment for the circulation of the Bill for eliciting opinion thereon. The 
discussion had not coooluded, when the House adjourned. 

Lathi Charge at Ary ala 

ISlh, NOVEMBER :—The discussion on the adjournment motion of Sardar Sohan 
Singh Josh , relating to “the lathi charge by the police on a peaceful gathering of 
the peasants at Ajtisin {to the distriot of Amritsar) on the occasion of the Pre¬ 
mier’s visit to the place” on August 10, was marked by stormy scenes, in which 
the Speaker had to oall the House to order several times. Speaking on the adjourned 
motion, the Opposition speakers said that the Government were using the Police for 
party propaganda and that the Government, instead of taking the police to task 
whenever they were exceeding their powers, always shielded them. They also 
alleged that the police bronght tear-gas to deal with one of the Congress meetings. 
Tho Premier, refuting both the charges, said that the Government were never 
slow to take action when the police exceeded their powers. The Opposition, how 
ever, he said, indulged in criticism of the police in Reason and out of season. In 
the case referred to the police wore trying to keep Congressmen apart from the 
Unionist mooting so as to prevent a clash. For this purpose they pushed back a 
small number of Congressmen and there was a mild cane charges. The Government 
had no arrangement for using tear-gas, though he wished that all big cities should 
be equipped with toar-gas to enahlo the police to disperse unruly crowds. After 
two hours’ heated discussion tho motion was put to vote and rejected by 68 
votes to 31. 

Agricultural Products Markets Bill (Contd j 

Discussion on the amendment for the circulation of the Markets Bill, whicli 
commenced last evening, continued tho whole of to-day and was adjournal. 

16th, NOVEMBER :—Sarrfar Santokh Singh , Leader of the Independent 
Patty, moved a dilatory motion to-day for circulation of the Punjab Agricultural 
Products Marketing Bill, as reported by tho Seleot Committee, for eliciting opinion 
thereon by January 31 next Replying Sir Chhottu Ram said that the Pun|ah 
Ministers were charged by the Opposition benches with getting high salaries. The 
Congress Mioiaters, he said, were also not drawing less than the Punjab Ministers’ 
salaries. Referriog to a minister in a C ingress Province, Sir Chhottu Ram said, that 
aiihough a Congress Minister drew Rs. 500 as his salary, tho salary of his household 
establishment amounted to over Rs. 500 and his house rent to about Rs. 400. 
Besides this, ho bad at his disposal three motor cars. This statement of the 
Minister causoJ an upmar in the House. Dr. Satgapai , challenging the statement 
of the Minister, said that it was a lie. Ho added that he would not tolerate defa¬ 
mation of their Ministers in the Congress Provinces. Sir Chhottu Ram and tho 
Premier protested against the use of the word “lie” by Dr. Satyapal and urged 
the Speaker to ask Dr. Satgapnl to withdraw his word. Dr. Satyapal thereupon 
substituted the word “incorrect” in place of “lie”. The Speaker appealed to the 
House to use more dignified language. He also requested the Minister not to refer 
to the Congress Ministers. The dilatory motion was lost by 79 votes to 7, tho 
Congress party remaining neutral. 

Strong support for the cause of tho tiller of the soil by Diican Chamanial 
and an able defence of the Bill as a whole by the Development Minister were the 
main features of tho debate when tho House proceeded to the consideration of 
amendments for inserting now clauses. Two such amendments were ruled out and 
over a score were not moved. Discussion ensued on the amendment of Chhaudhari 
Tika Ram , which aimed at vesting the final authority in the Collector for deciding 
whether any person was a grower or not. Diwan Chamanial opposed the amend¬ 
ment as it would aim the Executive with inordinate powers. Sir Chhottu Ram 
replying, said that occasions would arise m tho working of the Act when it would 
be necessary to decide whether an individual was a grower or not, and in such 
circumstances there was need for some agenoy to decide the issue. The amendment 
was pressed to a division and declared carried by 06 votes to 19. The Assembly then 
adjourned. 
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17th. NOVEMBER :—Most of tho afternoon session was devoted to the considera¬ 
tion of the issue whether a “proviso” was n now clause or an amendment, Tho 
question arose over tho amendment proposed by S.irUtr Sahib tin rdar Santokh Si rink 
which was in tho form of a proviso to a olattse. Tho Speaker quoting extensively 
from the House of Commons debates rule! that n proviso was not a clause 
inasmuch ns it did not sook to substitute one clause for another. 

DlSCiUttOE OP PaNUIAYAT OfFICEHS 

Chowdhri Kartar Singh's Adjournment motion relating to tho discharge of 19 
panchayat officers was Inst without n division. Tho Opposition alleged that tho 
officers in question woro discharged to make way far supporters of tlia Unionist 
Party. Refuting tho allegations, Major tlm lion, h'hizar Hyat Khan Tiwana 
oxplainod that tiio panchayat officers who had heon discharged woro incompetent and 
two of thorn woro corrupt. lie assured tho House, however, that the vacancies caused 
would bo filled by members of tho snsoo ensto as tho fortnor incumbents. The 
Assembly then adjourned. 

SciTLt:ssf.STA»y Demands fob Grants 

21*t. NOVEMBER :—Supplementary demand for Rs. 1.00,000 under tho veterinary 
head for tho purchase of fodder fur the Government Cattle Farm at Hissar, owing 
to severe {amino conditions prevailing at Hiss fir, was granted without much 
discussion to-day. 

Tho Hnuso granted two demands, one under “General Administration” aggregating 
to Rs. 122,000 and tho other under Public Health of Its. 3,25/100, Chaudhry Krishna 
Qopat Dutt movod a token cut of Its, HU in the sum of R*. 75.000 demanded 
under the first head on account of travelling and daily nltowanoos of members, for 
the purpose of criticising tho Government's policy in incurring such oxponditura. 
Ho opined that considerable time and money was wasted during Hie Simla session, 
as the only legislation worth mentioning that was passed thun was the Mcooy- 
londora' Bdl. The Premier emphasised that a single day's session cost Rs. 4,000 and 
if the Opposition would co-o|Hirato with tho Government concontrating on major 
issues and ignoring minor items, considerable saving could be effected. Thu motion 
was put and lost without a division. 

Tho House llioa proceeded to discuss a demand for Rs. 40,000 under tho 
industries heart for opening a workshop at thn Hosiery Institute, Ludhiana. Sardar 
Kapoor Singh moved a iokon out to Impress upon the Government tho need to 
purchase Indian-matte goods fur the workshop and to urge that students from rural 
areas should he given special prefornnmj in respect of admissions. Sir Chhotfu Sum, 
Minister (or Development, replying to tho debate said that ootton yarn, silk varu 
and half the woollen yarn nsod in tho Institute were main in India. Only half of 
the woollen yarn which was not available in India was being imported from foreign 
countries. lit.’, however, assured tho Houso that tho whole sum of Rs. 40,000 winch 
the House was asked to vote would be spent on tho purchase of raw materials. The 
cut motion was rejected without n division. 

Mr Ch. Krishna Oopaln Dutt moved a cut motion to raise a discussion on tho 
subject of the cr eat ton of an Industrial Research Fund. Ho complained that tho 
Fund was inadequate Thu British Government, ho said, had set apart ono million 
pounds for the research fund, Tho money which the Punjab Government was ear¬ 
marking for research work in the Punjab, which was a backward provineo in respect 
of industries, was insufficient. Mr, flesh Bandhtt Qupta urged tho Government to 
work in co-operation with other provinces. Hir Vhholu Ham, winding up tho debate, 
assured them that he would give bin most careful oonBiderntion to tho suggestions 
made bv Him Opposition, The Minister did not agree with tho suggestion mudo by 
Mr. Onpai Dutt for disoouiaging tho export of raw material. Ho said that they 
would continue oxjiorting surplus raw materials after meeting thoir demands. Ho 
assured tho Houso that tho Government would see that as much raw material as 
possible was used in this Province. Sir Chhoitt Ram admitted that tho money 
earmarked for tho Rcsoareh Fund was inadequate, but he said tho Houso must 
congratulate tho Government on setting apart such a huge sum iu these days of 
financial stringency. Tho out motion was rejected without u division. 

Land Alteration (4th. Amend.) Bill 

22nd, NOVEMBER :—Thn Assembly passed to-day tho Punjab Alienation of 
Land (Fourth Amendment) Bill. The Bill sought to remove certain technical Haws 
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which were found in the Punjab Alienation of (Third Amendment) Bill, passed tn the 
Simla session of the Assembly and to allow a person to appeal to the Commissioner 
against Iho ortlor of the Collector, 

Agricultural Produce Markets Bill 

During a throe-hours discussion on the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 
tho Assembly was able to pass only one sub-clause. There wore 18 amendments to 
the sub-clause. One of them, which aimed at restricting the definition of the terra 
“grower" to the actual tiller of the soil, was rejected by 95 rotes to 37, Another 
amendment, moved by Divan Chaman Lai on behalf of tho Congress Party, which 
aimed at eliminating the partners of a firm of dealers or brokers from tho scope of 
the definition of the form “grower" was nceepted by the Government. Tho mover 
said that tho intention of tho Congress Party was to eliminate those from tho defi¬ 
nition of the word “grower”, who were not tillers of tho soil. The amendment was 
opposed by the Independent Party, A third amendment which sought to include in 
the definition of n “growor” one who “works as a dealer or a broker, or is other¬ 
wise engaged in tho business of disposal or of tho storage of agricultural produce," 
was rejected without a division. Sardar Sihib Sardar Sant Singh, Leader of the 
independent Party, moving the amendment, emphasised that a grower, who happened 
Pi work ns a dealer or slored agricultural products, should not be excluded. The 
bon. Sir Chottu Ram, Minister for Development, opposing tho amendment, said that 
if dealers or brokers were allowed to bo included in the definition of “grower", 
the result would ba the existence of a loophole aud the main purpose of the Bill 
would bo defeated. The House at this stage adjourned till the 28th. 

28tb, NOVEMBER A lively debate ensued on the amendment of Choudhri 
Krishna Oopal Dutt to restrict the notified markot area to a radius of five miles from 
the market oeutre. The opposition was anxious, he said, that tho Government should 
not assume powers that were later liable to abuse. Sir Chhotu Ram, Minister for 
Development, replying, revealed that tho Government would support an amendment 
already tabled to delete the words “comprised in a district”, which would show that they 
did not conloraptato declaring ns notified market area an entire district or even a 
than a, bnt tho normal market area and its neighbourhood, so as to ensure that the 
growor got a fair prieo for his produce. Tho amendment was pressed to a division 
ami lost by 73 voles to *29. 

Clause 2 relating to definition was put to vote and was passed by 07 votes to 33. 
Clausa 3 of the Bill providing for tho issue of a notification of the intention to 
exercise control over the purchase and sale of agricultural produce in a specified 
area was passed in an amended foim. Discussion on clause 4 was proceeding when 
the House adjourned. 

29th. NOVEMBER Discussion on amendments to Section 4 of the Bill left over 
yesterday, occupied tho House to-duy. Two amendments haviug been accepted, one iu a 
modified form, by the Government, tho Speaker ruled that nearly ten amendments of 
a similar character should bo discussed together. Tbo central idea of these amendments 
wits to exclude retailers from the purview of the Bill. Congress and other Opposition 
speakers mode an impassioned plea for the exclusion of the average shopkeeper and 
the small retailer from the provisions of the Act. They pointed out that nowhere 
in the country ware these classes of traders asked to take out a license and the 
Government should not arm themselves with this power, which was liable to abuse. 
The Government, they urged, should not go beyond the scope of the Bill. The 
L-ader of the House aod othor speakers from (he Ministerial benches made it clear 
that the measure was intended to stop malpractices prevailing in mandis and markets 
aod the provisions should be judged by tho standard whother or not they would 
achieve this object. There was little to ohoose between ths retailer and the whole¬ 
saler. The Premier assured the House that tho bonafidc shopkeeper would not be 
alfected and the Government had taken special power to grant exemption in deserving 
cases. Two amendments were put to vote and were rejected and the House adjourned, 
Nos-ornctAL Bills Introduced 

I «t DECEMBER Tho Assembly met to-day to transact non-official business 
fir the first time during the session. The House refused leave to Mian Iftikhar- 
u-ldin to introduce the Punjab Tenancy Amendment Bill, seeking to secure cer¬ 
tain rights to tenants and tn Sardar Pratap Singh to introduce the Punjab Jhatka 
Meat Bill to remove restictions on the preparation, use and sals of jhatka meat, 

26 
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but granted leave to SarJar Ajil Singh to Introduce the Punjab Postponement 
of Debt Realisation Bill. 

Reddctios is Water Rates 

Tbe Houso then proceed oil to discuss resolutions. An animated debate onsued on 
the resolution of Mr. Bhimsen Sachar recommending to the Government that the 
water-rate be reduced by titty per coat. The movor contended that tlio Govern- 
meut wero not entitled to got a return of 13 per cent from their wator-rates whiia 
even the railways were not getting more thau three per cent return. The Premier 
pointed out that there were certain non-productive canals in the Province, but 
conceded that some reductions in Abianu were necessary. Mr. Nurullah (Unionist) 
moved an amendment that the rate bo reduced by 25 per cent. Sir Chholtu Ram , 
Minister for Development, replying, said that tho Government had genuine sympathy 
for the ryots but they had to reckon with a loss of Rs. 3 and one-fourth crorcs if a 
fifty per coat reduction was introduced. He hud not concluded his speech when 
tho House adjourned. 

2nd. DECEMBER -.—Tho Assembly UDOTpealedly adjourned sine dir to-day 
following a ruling by the ITou. Speaker that tho Assembly would meet only 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Tiiui h lays and Fridays aud tho Hots. Premier thrroupon 
declaring in that case that bo would like (t to adjourn sine die. Vutos 
were then taken and the House decided to adjourn sine die by 0(5 against 30 volos. 
Thus the threatened night sitting of tho Assembly to-day and a uou-slop Bitting 
from 11 a. m. to-morrow morniog with a view to dispose of the Marketing Bill 
was not materialised. Tho House a djourned sin e die. 

Acts Passed by the Punjab Assembly in 1937-38 

1. Punjab Minister*’ Salaries Act. (April 8, 1937) Determines tho salaries of 
the Ministers, 

2. Punjab Legislative Assembly Speaker'* and Deputy Speaker’* Salarie* Act. 

(April 12, 1937t Doterroimis the salaries of tho Speaker nnd the Deputy Speaker 
of the Punjab Legislative Assembly. 

3. Punjab Legislative Assembly (Removal of Disqualification*; Act. (July 15, 
1937) Provides that the holders of coitaia offices, o, g., Parliamentary and 
Private Parliamentary Secretaries, Kuiidnrs, Sufuidpusheu, etc., shall not be disqualified 
for election to tho Punjab legislative Assembly. 

4. Punjab Legislative Assembly (Allowance* of Members) Act. (July 15, 1937) 
Determines the allowances to bo paid to the members of tho Punjab Legislative Assembly. 

5. Punjab Alienation of Land (Amendment) Act, (April 11 1938 ) To prohibit 
agricultural land being put to destructive use by ft mortgagee or lessee without the 
consent of tho owner, and to remove ambiguity regarding tho period for which 
temporary alienation of land belonging to u statutory agriculturist judgment-debtor 
can be ordered by a Civil court. 

6. Suii* Valuation (Punjab Amendment) Act (March 10, 1038) To Amend tho 
Suits Valuation Act, 1887, in so far as it dcufs with plaints or memorials of appeals 
in suits by reversioners under tho Punjab Customary law for a declaration in 
respoct of an alienation of ancestral land. 

7. Punjab Debtors' Protection (Amendment) Bill* (Juno 21, 1938) To prohibit 
execution of civil decrees by the appointment of a receiver to administer property 
which is protected from attachment or sale under tho Colonisation of Government 
Lands (Punjab) Act, 1U12. 

8. Punjab Registration of Money lender* Act. (.Inly 10, 1938) To establish effective 
control on tho business of tnonoy lending by compelling money-lenders to oblain licences, 

9. Punjab Alienation of Land (Second Amendment) Bill (July 10, 1938) To 

nullify certain sales and mortgages of land which wore effected in contravention of 
the intention of tho Punjab Alienation of Land Act of 1900, 

10. Punjab Restitution of Mortgaged Lands Act. (July 21, 1938) To terminate 
old mortgages of laud (effected bofore li)01 and still subsisting) on payment of a 
reasonable compensation where necessary by tho mortgager to the mortgagee 

11. Punjab Alienation of Land (Third Amendment) Act. (July 22, 1938) To 
place the agriculturist money-lenders for tho purposes of the Punjab Alienation of 
Land Act, in the same position as non-agriculturist money-lenders and check them 
from permanently acquiring tho land of their agriculturist debtors. 



The C. P & Berar Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session—Nagpur—15th. September to 1st. October 1938 

Adjournment Motions 

The autumn session of tho C. P. A Berar L“gis!attve Assembly commenced at 
Nagpur on the 15th, September 1938, with tho Hou, Mr, (?, S, Oupta, the Speaker 
in tho Chair. Three demonstrations ontsido and throo adjournment motions inside 
tho Ifonse were tho features of the opening day’s proceedings. Muslims staged n 
httgo demonstration to protest against the Government's primary edoeation scheme 
known as tho Vidyitmaudir schema, Tho two other demonstrations wero ft sequel to 
tho recent C. P, Ministerial episode and supporters of Dr. Kharo and tho Congress 
Working Committee organised processions and marched to tho Assembly Chamber. 
Elaborate police precautions wore taken both outside and inside the Assembly 
building with o view to preventing untoward incidents and disturbances.* 

In tho House, tho Speaker, Mr, O. S. Oupta ruled out of order two motions of 
adjournment, one seeking to discuss tho tack of provision for training in Urdu in 
tho Wnrdha Vidvamandir School and tho other regarding tho failure of orop9 in 
two taluks of Berar, Mr. B. O. Khaparda'3 motion of adjournment to discuss tho 
Wioro of Government to maintain peace and order at a pabiio meeting in Nngonr 
last night was admitted by tho Speaker though tbo Premier , Pandit fi. S. Shukla 
objected as tbo matter was not important. Twenty-three members who supported 
ieavo being granted for discussion of tho motion, tucluded two Congress membors, 
Ur. Khare and Mr. A. N. Vdhoji, 

Tho motion was debated for about two hours and was lost without a division. Mr. 
Kknparda moving it, stated that tho Congressmen assembled at tho Town Hall last 
night captured tbo pnblio meeting which had been announced to bo held by pro- 
Khare members. Distnrbaooos occurred a little later and samo persons were injured 


• Nearly 8,000 Muslims participated in a demonstration to-day by tho Muslim 
League with a view to protesting against the Vidyamandir educational scheme. 
Carrying black flags, the demonstrationists marched in a proocssion to tbo Assembly 
Chamber, They were stopped by tho police as they reached the Assembly whero- 
i!f»nn tho demonstrationists moved on peacefully to an adjoining park. Later, they 
dispersed aflor the Premier, Pandit Shukla, who beard their viewpoint patiently and 
explained the Government plan in the matter of giving effect to tho scheme. The 
Premier pointed out that tho Muslim agitation against tho sehemo was misguided 
and misconceived and largely duo to ignorance of details of tho scheme. The 
Premier then read out a Government communique on tho subject fully explaining 
their plans. A special feature of the schomo which removed tho Muslim grievance 
about absence of provision for instruction in Urdu in primary schools, the Premier 
declared, was that Urdu script was being taught to all pupil teachers at tho Wardhft 
Vidyamandir training acbooS so that they might bo able to tench the same to Muslim 
boys admitted into Vidvnraandirs. It was open to any Muslim, who objeoted to tho 
tes’m Vidyamandir, to donate land for establishing an Urdu school and call it by 
annlher suitable name. Tho Premier hoped that the unhappy controversy over the 
name ’'Vidyatnaudir” would not mislead Muslims and depriva thorn of benefits to be 
derived from the sehemo. Three or four Muslim League M. L, A.’s including Syed 
Kauf ifhab, leader of tho Provincial Muslim League Board, participated in the 
demonstration in which it was reported Muslims from mofussil places also joined. 

"While Muslim demonstrators were almost peaceful, demonstrations over the Khare 
episode organised bv Dr. Khare’s adherents and the other organised by supporters of 
the Congress Woikmg Committee were marked by considerable excitement. Large 
crowds joined tho processionists who continued tho demonstrations for over three 
hoars in the preciacts of tbo Assembly Chamber, Police had to intervene several 
times to prevent clashes between rival sections. Despite this, ten persons were 
injured. Pro-Kbare domoastrators raised slogans attacking the Congress Working 
Committee. Some of them carried black flags while others hold the Congress tri¬ 
colour flags and placards denouncing traitors. 
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»s a coniu’qnoncfl of tho clashes between rival (motions. It was tho duty of the police 
to intervene wilh a view to maintaining pence, and allow tho original organise™ of 
the public meeting, the pro-Ktmro group, to proceed undisturbed with their meeting, 
fie accused Congressmen of resotting to violeneo, to stillo opposition and said that 
even Qandhiji would fool sorry for tho incidents that occurred (ast night. Thu 
Premier, Pandit Shukta deolared that ho was satisfied after enquiries from vaiions 
sour res. apart from tho potion reports, tint thara were ndisjuate police arrangements 
lust night. His information was that I hero were no serious disturbances at tho moot¬ 
ing to warrant police intervention with a view to restoring order and peace. More¬ 
over. not a single complaint had boon reooivel by the poliae of anyone being serious¬ 
ly injured at tho meeting. Non-violence wnR the cardinal principle of every Con¬ 
gressman, Tho Premier had no doubt that a!! those who owed alloginnco to the 
Congress would (strictly adhere to It Tho Premier emphatically repudiated the charge 
that the Government had fuilod to maintain ordor and puaoo at the public melting. 
Minister D, P, Alithra oppoaod tho motion and aaid it wag deplorable that difficulties 
had arigoa over the recent O. P. Ministerial episode. They wuro trying their best to 
see if these oould be composed. Tho House rejected Mr. Khaparda'a motion without 
division and adjourned. 

‘lieu* Riot is Jcdholpore 

16th. SEPTEMBER :—Mr. IfUkhar Ali sought the leave of the House to-day to 
discus* tho failure .of the Government to prevont riots in Juhttnlporo during the last iioli 
festival. Ho said it was necessary that the House should have an opportunity to 
dismiss the Government’s policy in this matter. Tho Speaker, Mr. O. 8, Gupta , 
whilo agreeing that tho subject matter wits important, thought that thoro was no 
sti< h urgency about it to be disuussed through an adjournment motion, Tho 8po.ik.ir 
added that Mr. Htikhnr Alt had miffioioot time to table a resolution on tho subject 
after the Government's communique announcing withdrawn! of prosecutions bad 
been issued. Ho therefore disallowed tho motion. Tho Premier Pandit li. S. Skill:la 
objected to permission being granted for dismission of Iliu motion ou the ground that 
the matter at present was Bub-judioo. 

MCHUMB AMO YlDTAtUMDlR ScllEM* 

Of tho other five motions which sought to raise discussion oo the Vidyamaudir 
scheme of tho (), P. Government for spread of primary education ill rural areas and 
its application to Muslims, four Were not moved. Mr, Af. Al, t/uq, however, rose to 
seek permission to move his motion of adjournment to discuss tho Government's 
nommumqiio dated Heptumbor 14, on tho subject of Muslim agitation against the 
vidyamnndir scheme. Aftor some discussion on Ihn importance and tirgenoy of the 
subject, the Speaker said ho would give his ruling to-metrow on the point whether 
the motion was in order or not, 


Primary Ehucation Biil 

The Houno thereafter Iransaoti.J official legislative business. On tho motion of the 
Education Minister, Sir. S. V, Ookhale tho Bill amending tho Primary Education Act 
was circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. Tint Bill empowered tho Govern¬ 
ment to introduce compulsory education both for boys and girls in select areas. 

Da. Khaiie Ok His Rkhionatiok 


17th SEPTEMBER :— Dr, Kharc, ex-Promter, sprang u surprise to-day when he 
askod permission of the Chair after question-hour to make a statement explaining the 
r ease os and cnoiimstaDcea leading to his resignation of office. Whilu Dr. Kharo w.is 
reading his statement severely attacking the three Mahakosbal Ministers and naom'ieis 
or the Congress High (kimmaml, tho hon, Mr. D. P. Aliuhra. from the Government 
benches, rose o:i a point of order and enquired if tho tllmlr hud allowed Dr. Kharo to 
make the statement, Mr. Mishra also objected to Dr, Kbare criticising persons who 
were not members of tho House and who were unable to defend thumHclvus. 

Tho Hpeaker, Mr. O. 8. Gupta observed that Dr. Kharo’s desire to make a Btatc- 
meot camo to him as a complete surprisa as tho Chair bad no previous intimation nf 
ir, nor was any request made to him by Dr. Kharo to that effect. Tho Bticakor hold 
hat a resigned Mim«w bad a right to offer u personal explanation to tho House with 
fie permission of the Chair, but such a statement should b« in conformity with tha 
dignity of tho Homo sad the language mmt not bo offetmivo. He, therefore, requested 
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Dr. Kharo to avoid the nao of iaoguago not free from ranoour and use chaste language. 
Tho Speaker further informad the Hcnso that ho had granted permission to Dr, 
Kharo to mako tho statement. Mr. Mtishra again rose on a point of order pointing 
out to the Chair that only Site Minister who had resigned in consequence of a *no- 
confideooe" motion was entitled to make such a statement. He had no intention to 

g uest ion the ruling given by tho Spoakor, but requested him to reconsider it. On tbe 
pouker wishing to asoortain tho sense of tho [louse, tho bon. Mr. D. K. Mrhla spoko 
in support of Mr. Mislira, while four Congiess members fiom tho Congress 
benches expressed their opposition to the objection taken by tho Ministors. Mr. R, 
A!. Deskmukh, Mr. K. At. Jakatdar, Mr. T. J. Kedar and Mr. V. R. Kalappa , Con¬ 
gress M. L. A.b, hold that Dr. Kharo had a right to make a statement on the subject 
of his resignation and that tho Chair should allow him to proceed with it. Dr. E. 
Raghavendra Rao and Mr, B. O. Khapardc from tbs Opposition bunches also sup¬ 
ported this view, favouring Dr, Kbare being allowed to have his say as a mutter 
of right, which they asserted ovoiy resigned Minister had- While this discussion 
was tit progress, tho atmosphoro in tho House became tense and the Speaker bad 
to appeal to tho members repeatedly to maintain calm, Tho Speaker asked the members 
to address the Chair, confining their remarks to the issue befoto tho House. 

Br. Khare thon continued reading his interrupted statement. In the course of 
h ; s lengthy statement Dr. Kharo said he wished to acquaint tho House with the 
causes that led to the dissolution of his Ministry. He complained that the Congress 
Parliamentary Sub-Committoo resisted and chock-id all his efforts at wrecking and 
combating tho Constitution (the India Act of 1935), which he considered was tba 
real objective of tho Congress in working tho Reforms. As, for instance. Dr, Khare 
said, he did not get their support for bis effort to deelaro January 26, Independence 
Day, as a public holiday. They were onjoined not to do anything which was against 
the plain meaning of various scotions of tho Government of India Act, He charged 
the Parliamentary Sub-Committoo with having oucouraged his colleagues “to intrigue 
against me and unseat roe from tho Premiership of tiie Province. When it booame 
intolerable for him to work any longer, ho took drastic steps against tho three 
Mahakosal Ministeis. Ho assorted that throughout the crisis II. E, tho Governor 
acted on tho advice of the Premier as leader of the msjority party, which was tho 
only oourse open to a constitutional Governor in tho circumstances. He concluded 
by thanking all sections of the House for the courtesy aod consideration they had 
shown him as loDg as he was Loader of the House. 

Soon after Dr. Khare concluded, tho Premier, Sir. R. S. Shukta, Leader of the 
House, rose in his s-nt and read out the letter of resignation which Dr. Khare had 
written to H. E. the Governor on July 23 as a result of consultations with members 
of tho Congress Parliamentary Sub-Committee at Wardha, in which Dr. Khare 
admitted having acted hastily and committed an error of judgment and resigned. 
The Premier added that this tetter of resignation was a complete answer to Dr. 
Share's statement to-day iu the Bouse and be had nothing to odd to it. Tbs Bouse 
then took up other business. 

VtDYiiusmB Scheme—Hcsum Wilk-odt * 

All Muslim Losguo members, numbering eleven, walked out of the House as a 
protest against a ruling given by tho Speaker, Mr, O. S. Gupta, who disallowed a 
motion for the adjournment of tho nouse, tabled by Mr, M. Jlf. fftiq to discuss the 
Government’s communique dated September 14, dealing with Muslim agitation 
against the Vidyatnandir scheme (for the spread of primary education,) The Speaker 
had reservud his ruling on the admissibility of the motion yesterday. After hearing 


* Mr. S. A. Rauf Shah, Leader of the Muslim League Party who along with ten 
followers walked out of the House as a protest against the Speaker's ruling, in the 
course of a statement said: “The Vidyatnandir scheme is a most unusual and 
uncommon feature of tho Qongrcss Government. No other province has adopted it 
and the Muslims of C. P. caunot but feel that it is being indicted on them ticause 
they are in a hopeless minority aod because the majority wishes to ride roughshod 
over them.” After alluding to the Muslim League demonstration near the Assembly 
Dell qo September 15, he said that the Government's communique of September 14 
on this scheme vis-a-vis Muslim agitation against it, was “simply an outrage on the 
feelings of Mussalmaus.” 
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Mr. iluq, who wonted to mow tho motion and tbo Government view-point, the 
Speaker held that tbero was no serious departure in Government policy as outlined 
in Iho ordinal scheme and the Government’s communique of September 14, in tho 
matter of its application to Muslims. Tho Speaker added that tho matter could not 
form the subject of an adjournment motion. 

Ala. Desum cku On His Resignation 

21st. SEPTEMBER Interest centred on a statement in tho House to-day on the 
roceat Ministerial episode by Sir. R. M. Dcshmukh, ex-Ministor. At the begin¬ 
ning. on a point of order by Mr. I), P. Mishra, tho Speaker ruiod liiat ha 
would not permit Air. Deshmttkli to offer any remarks which could he 

construed as casting a reflection on tbo conduot of tho Governor of tho Province. 
Mr. Doshmtikh assured the Chair that ho had no intentiou to do so aad 

proceeded with his statement, which he took over forty minutas to fioish. 

After reviewing tho events leading to tho resignation of tho Kharo Ministry, 
Mr. Vce/tmukh said that a recent stntomont by the Congress President, Mr, 

Subbss Bose, mode it necessary for him to explain the points touching his 
conduct in tho episode and acquaint tho House wiih tho faots. Mr, Dushmukh 
declared that his supjiort to Dr. Kharo throughout tho crisis had not bean based 
on any linguistic grounds but because ho was convinced that Dr. Kharo_ was 
constitutionally right in what hn did. Had ho at any timo fult that Dr. Kharo 
was going wrong, ho would promptly havo withdrawn his co-operation. He 
had not tho slightest doubt that if tho Congress High Command had any evidouce 
of Dr. Khare's complicity with tho C. P. Governor, it would have pursued 
tho matter against the Governor rather than make, repeated accusations about 
it against Dr. Khare, To suspect that there was a deeplaid sinister plot in Dr. 
Khare's resignation was to show lack of imnginntioo and understanding. Referring 
to the charge of raisiug linguistic animosities, Mr. Dcslimukh emphatically 
denied that a Maharashtra "'clique" was, as alleged, over formed in tho C. P- 

Cabinet headed by Dr. Kharo who, liu assortod, novor induced Mr. P, B. 
Only to withdraw Ida support from the throe Mabnkoshal Ministers on communal 
grounds. Continuing Mr. Destunukb said that tho goodwill promised bv all 
Ministers after tho Puchmarht compromise was not forthcoming, rendering 

tho Cabinet's smooth working impossibly. Ho, therefore, resigned on July 13 and 
intimated Dr. Klmro, the thou Premier, accordingly, and again on July 10 when 
asked by Dr. Kharo to do so. But the threo Mabnkoshal Ministers refused to 
resign along with Dr. Kharo at least I'J hours before they got instructions 
from liabu Itajundra I’rosad. This act, ho considered, was an not of indiscipline. 
Hu joined Dr. Kharo'a second Ministry because lie was eouvineod that Dr. 
Khare had not joined hands with the Governor as alleged and that Dr. Khara was 
not at fault at any (imo, lie complained that thoir case was uuver beard at Ward ha 
in July last. It was dealt with in a Bnmmary mnnnor and iu an autocrutio fashion. 
Tbs rial issues wore deliberately obscured by creating diversions, Mr. Dcslimukh, 
proceeding, observed that tbo Congress Working Committee's resolution against Dr, 
Khare passed at Wardha in July lest on tho evo of tho mooting of tho Congress 
Parliamentary Party was inteodod to coerce members into meek submission. Ho had 
expected tho Congress President Sir. Bose, to do justice but ho felt constrained to 
remark that tbo Congress at present was caught in tho so.ires of prestige. Unless 
tho Congress discarded this, it would kill all initiative for creative work tu tho 
Provinces. Mr, Deshmukb concluded by asserting that Dr. Khare and bis colleagues 
had not been treated fairly end juatly. Ho rolled on tho Higher Powers to give tTicra 
jimtioo and had not the slightest doubt that tho justice of the cause for which Dr. 
Kharo had boon sacrificed would be recognised aud would prevail. 

Tho Premier, Pandit Raid Shankar Shukla said that ho had done al! ha could to 
prevent Mr. Deshmukh from embittering feelings further. “Tho proper phsoo for us to 
discuss these matters is the Congress organisation and I fool that Mr. Doshmokh ought 
to have resorted to that forum. Wo are, after all, Congressmen first and Ministers 
afterwards.” Tho Premier added that in Mr, Deshmukh's statement there wore 
many matters which could bo effectively auswerud but ho would not commit the 
samo ciror of judgment which his friend (Dr, N. B, Kharo) had committed. If they 
were ad army tbev should answer for their oonduot to tbo Goneral. Pandit Mhuklu 
thought that Mr. Deshmukh had tho tight of offering a personal explanation but not 
of defending Dr. Kbaro. They would not fail to answer whon they wore asked by 
the proper authorities. The premior felt that tho mattors contained in Mr. 
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Deshrankh’s statement wore of tho nature of a domestics affair to be aoswerod only ia 
the Congress organisation and not on the Jloor of tho House. 

Tho Finance Minister, Mr. D. ft. Mehta answored some of Mr. Deshmukh's 
criticisms after tho Premier had resumed his seat. Mr. Mehta said that Mr, 
Deshmukh had argued well tho case for Dr. Khare. Ho only wished to deal with the 
question of the constitutional practice of what a Minister should and should not do in 
respect of any orders of tho Prime Ministar. Mr. Mehta declared that the constitu¬ 
tional practice as he understood was that a Premier who wished to reconstitute his 
Cabinet did not act independently of his colleagues. His view was that a Premier, 
before ho decided to dissolve his Cabinet, must take his colleagues into his confidence 
and not call upon individual Ministers to resign individually, Mr. Mehta asserted 
that Dr. KImre had noted in defiance of tho spirit of joint responsibility when be 
asked individual Ministers to place their resignations in his hands. This itself, 
declared Mr. Mehta, was a denial of the principle of joint responsibility. 

Dr. Khare interjected stating that no repudiated the allegation with all the 
emphasis at bis command. 

Mr. Mehta proceeding said that tho late Premier, Dr. Khare, had set tho machi¬ 
nery of subordinate officers of the Government in motion against tho Ministers, who 
were then in office. Ho did not desire to go into details but he wished to make 
a statement so that it might go down in the history of the C. V. Legislature that the 
late Premier employed the sleuth hounds of the law and set them on Ministers. 

Dr. Khare again interjected : “It is a misrepresentation of facts." 

Mr. Mehta said that ho made this statement with n full sonse of responsibility 
attaching to the office ho held and repeated that Dr. Khare did employ the 
subordinate servants of tho Government, namely detectives, against Ministers who 
were his colleagues, end doclurod that there were records which would bear him out. 
Ho did not wish to add to the bitterness that already existed now, but he most say 
that in his opinion, tho three Maharashtra Ministers and Dr. Khare himself were 

S tilly of mutiny, because they held their offices not under the command of any 
rilish Constitution or imperial authority but of that great restitution, the Congress, 
which had ordered them to oobept office, and Dr. Khare had flouted this authority. 
Mr. Mehta added that he did not owe allegiance te tho Constitution which had been 
framed by others and which ho was out to destroy. Mr. Slehta declared that on the 
day this country had tho good fortune of making her own constitution they could 
then swear by that constitution. But there were defections amongst them ; there 
were disintegrations which had been helped or fomented by people who had always 
been nearest them. Mr. Mehta warnod his friends on this side (Congress benches) of 
the House not to bo led away by the chejrs or thumping of beaches or remarks which 
were made in derogation of tho great national organisation. He appealed to the 
Congress members to bury the hatchet and forget tho past and uot to make matters 
worse than what they were. Mr. Mehta, in conclusion, said that he did not desire 
to make any personal remarks which would embitter the feelings further and there¬ 
fore ho desisted from making any statement which might help to widen the 
rupture. The Congress High Command had already replied to all charges against 
them and he would not repeat those arguments in the House, 

The discussion on Mr. Dahmukh's statement then came to aa end and tho House 
passed on to uoo-officiat legislative business. 

Disabilities or Baiujaks Biu, 

22nd. SEPTEMBERThe Assembly to-day discussed con-official Hills. All 
sections of the House supported the Bill providing for tho removal of social dis¬ 
abilities among certain classes of Indians, which was introduced by Mr. D. L. Patil 
(non-Congress Hanjan). Mr. Patil explained that ia view of the fact that there 
was a great wave of feeling throughout India in favoor of the removal of ua- 
touchabiiity, it was desirable to enact legislation prohibiting recognition of disabili¬ 
ties arising out of usage regarding untouohability, either in civil or criminal courts. 
The Bill was referred to a Select Committee, The Premier, Pandit H, S. Shukla , 
accepting the motion, whole-heartedly supported tho Bill. He recalled that Congress 
during the last decade had adopted various measures to eradicate untouohability. 
He assured the House that the Congress Government would support the Bill and 
he had do doubt that all Congressmen would work for the abolition of nntouchabihty 
with renewed vigour and enthusiasm. The Premier also indicated the possibility 
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of the Government shortly esamining the question of undertaking temple-entrj 
legislation in tho Province, He reiterated that hm Oovoinmont were always sym¬ 
pathetic towards measures aiming at tho amelioration of tbo Harijan community. 

Naoi ir University Amend. Biti. 

The House rejected by D7 votes to 24 a motion to refer to a Select Committee 
a Bill for amending tho Nagpur Unsvonty Act of 1023, after four hours' debate. 
Khan Saheb Abdttr Rahaman (Muslim League), who introduced the Bill, urge*! 
that the minorities shoutd Imvo a hand in formulating tho educational policy ol 
tho Province, The Bill provided, infer alia, that five members of tho Provincial 
Assembly oleefed bv Muslims mid the depressed class M, L A.'s and the Speaker 
of the Assembly should have seats on the Nagpur University Court. The Muslim 
League members aud nou-Con gross Harijan M. L. A.'h supported the Bill, Maulana 
S. A. Rauf Shah, Loader of the Muslim League Party, putting forth tho Muslims' 
views on the Bill, appealed to the Congress Government to show due consideration 
to their demand as contained in the Bill, He showed how essential it was at 
present to create an atmosphere of goodwill, wliioli was possible only if the 
mnjority community took the minority communities into its confidence and conceded 
their right to develop tlioir language nod culture and safeguarded the rights of 
minorities. Mr. H, O. Khapardt!, representing tho Nagpur University in the 
Assembly from the Opposition benches, and tho Eluottion Minister, on behalf of 
the Government, opposed the Bit! on tlia principle that commuualism should not 
be, introduced in an academic bodv like tho University, Mr. Uoirh lie assured tbo 
llonse that the Government wautd safeguard and protect She reasonable rights of 
all minorities, but ho would not agree to tho virus of communniisra being allowed 
to enter tho sacred portals of tho University. Tho llouso thou adjourned tilt 
September 28. 

Demand son a Maiiarastra Province 

28th. SEPTEMBER :-T he Assembly to day discussed a resolution moved by- 
Mr. O. R. Dvahmukh (Congressman fiom Dover ), recommending to tho Oovernmont 
to take steps to constitute tho Marathi areas of tho Province into a separate 
Province. The movrtf said that tho recent developments in tlia Provinco had given 
an impetus to the demand for a redistribution of tho Provinou on tinguistiu basis. 
Titoro was, ho nddod, a widespread fueling among tho Marathi speaking people of 
C. P. and Bernr that the only solution of their difliunltica was the separation of 
the Marathi-sponkiiig areas from the Hindi-speaking districts. Ho urged that even 
if an amendment of the Government of India Aot of 19.i5 was found essential 
for this purpose, tho House and tho Provincial Government must press for it. Mr. 
R. M. fhnhmukh, or-Minister, moved att amendment, suggesting tlmt tho Assembly's 
verdict on tho resold don should ho communicated to His Majesty's Government 
in Great Britain with Hie recommendation that tho British Government should 
take steps to constitute the Marnlhi-apimking areas of the Province into a separate 
Governor’s Province. Ihu Premier, the hon. Pandit, R. S. S hukla Hpeaking on 
hchalf of the Government, made cortain preliminary observations on tho subject, 
explaining tho historical background. Uo bad not concluded whoa the House 
adjourned. , 

Ham us Nomination to Local Bodies 

29ib SEPTEMBER :—Tho Assembly rejected without division to-day tho motion 
for adjournment moved by a non-Oongross Harijan member, fiom the 
Opposition benches, relating to tho Government's policy in respect of nomiaiatious 
to local holies, with particular reference to the Harijan representation. Thu feature 
of the dehalo on tho motion was that Or. Khare from the Congress benches took 
part in tho discussion. Ho opposed tho motion while advising the Congress 
Government of tho provinou to do all possible for tho uplift of the Harijan com¬ 
munity. Hr, Khare asked mom hors of tho so-called depressed classes to have faith 
in the Congress organisation, which ho declared was sincoroly striving to ameliorate 
their condition. A number of speakers from tho opposition bonehea including tho 
mover accused tho Congress Ministry of making nominations to local bodies in¬ 
fluenced by puty considerations and ignoring the rights of minorities. They also 
complained that the Government had failed to act impartially jo tho matter of 
securing aderpiate representation for Uarijans through Dominations to certain local 
bodies. The Premier, the hon. Pundit R. S, Sukta, opposing the motion on behalf 



-30 bipi. >38 ] NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS 200 

of the GoTornmBnt, explained the Government’s policy. He said that in making 
the nominations, tbe Government asked its officers to take into accoont the claims 
of various minority communities and special interests. He emphatically repudiated the 
charge that there was any deviation from this pobey and assured the Harijans that 
the Congress Government would never ignore their reasonable demands or fail to 
protect the legitimate rights of any minority community, be they Muslims or 
Harijans After nearly one and half houis' debate, closure motion was carried 
and the speakers then put to vote the adjournment motion which was rejected 
without a division. 

Crop as Rkchjsjsid Lisotuq* 

30th. SEPTEMBER When the draft rales governing tbe conduct of the 
Assembly’s business were taken up by the House to-day, Mr. Hidayatali and 
Khan Sahtb Abiur Rahman Khan (Muslim League) moved amendments for the 
inclusion of Urdu in the definition of the term recognised language of the legislature. 
Almost all Muslim members from tbo Opposition benches spoke in support of the 
amendment urging recognition of their demand containing in tbo amendment. They 
also explained the Muslim League's views on tbe subject of fosteriag and developing 
the Urdu language, which they cherished most and asked the Congress Ministry not 
to hesitate in giving effect to the Karachi Congress resolution dealing with protection 
of minorities, their language and culture, if the Congress desired to wm tho confidence 
and good-wili of Muslims of the Province. Mr. D. K . Mehta , Finance Minister, on 
behalf of tbe Government, opposed the amendment. Ha said that those who had 
refused to accept the Congress as tho national organisation of tha country should 
not draw tha Congress Government's attention to the Karachi resolution on minorities 
and try to find fault with them. Mr. Mohta pointed out bow financial considerations 
made it impossible for him to accept the amendment as tho publication of proceedings 
of the Assembly in Urdu soript, which wa3 understood by only a microscopic minority 
in tbe House was not a reasonable demand. Mr. Mehta concluded by appealing for 
the withdrawal of the amendment. The debate was at this stage adjourned, 

Dtiuso roa Mah*bh 3HTR4 Pitovtsci (Costd.) 

l»t OCTOBER:—Tbo House resumed discussion to-day of Mr. R. M. 
Deshmukh's motion demanding a separate Maharashtra province. The Premier, 
Pandit R. S. Shukla, while accepting tho resolution on behalf of the 
Government, expressed serious doubts as tu whether tbe new province of Vidaroba, 
suggested in the resolution, could maintain itself after paying Rs. 25 lakhs, which 
it would have to pay out of its revenue to 1L E. "fl. the Nizam. It might 
stand in need of subvention, Tho Premier did not agree with Mr. B. M. 
Beshmakh in the view that they differed in culture, ideas and every aspect of life, 
and were thus an incongruous lot. This, said the Premier, was a charge against 
their common heritage, which be could not allow to go unchallenged. Too Premier 
added that if tha interests of members of a joint family required that they 
most separate, then certainly they should separate by mutual consent. 

There was an interesting three hours' debate on the resolution which was accepted 
by tho Assembly, some members from tho Opposition dissenting with cries of “No". 

Then the Speaker ascertained the sense of tbe House. Tho resolution was not 
voted upon. The members from Ber&r and Nagpur divisions wholeheartedly supported 
tbe resolution, while some Mahakcshal members from the C. P. Hindi districts lent 
a qualified support, stressiog the difficulties that the new province would have to 
face. The Rev. Q. C. Rodgers , representing Anglo-Indians, also opposed it. 

The Assembly rejected without a division two amendments moved by the Muslim 
League M. L. A.’s, Mir Hidayat Ali and Kban Snheb Abdur Rahman Khan, who made 
another appeal to the majority party iu the House to accept their demand of holding 
Urdu as a recognised laoguage and emphasised that Muslims were as keen about 
developing their language as Congressmen wore on fostering and encouraging Hindi or 
Hindustani. The House, however, voted against both the amendments. 

The House agreed to another agreement, moved by Mr. R. M. Deshmukh 
ex-Miaister (Congress) on tho subject of no-confidenco motions against a Minister. 
This amendment provides that if the question smight to be raised is different, a 
fresh no-coofidonce motion can be moved against a Minister during the same session 
even though the Assembly might have taken a decision on such a motion against 
that Minister, This amendment was not opposed by the Government. The House 
then adjourned tine die. 



The N. W. F. Pr. Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Seation—Peshawar 3rd- to 22nd. November 193b 

The autumn session of tho N. TV. F. Pr, Legislative Assembly commenced at 
Peshawar on the 3rd. November 1938. Of the eight adjournment motions tabled 
by Khan Bahadur Sadat I ah Khan, the Speaker held six motions out of order and 
disallowed the remaining two os these were not supported by tho requisite number. 
The motions of adjournment rotated to tho failure of the Government to check the 
alarming increaso of crime in tho Province. 

The Premier laid before the House tho Prohibition Ordinance, which prohibits 
tho manufacture, salo aud consumption of intoxicating liquors and drugs in the 
Frontier Province. 

The Speaker placed before the House amendments to tho North-West Frontier 
Province Courts Regulation Amendment Bill ns suggested by H. E. tho Governor, 
all of which were adopted without opposition. 

Debtors' Relief Biel 

A heated discussion look place on tho motion of the hon. Kazi Ataullah Khan , 
Education Minister, to refer tho North-West Fsontinr Provineo Agriculturist 
Debtors’ Relief Bill to a Select Committee. Kazi Ataullah assured the House that 
the Government were not actuated by communal considerations in bringing forward 
the measure. It was simply intended to give rohef to tho peasantry in distress. 
Rai Bahadur Metier Charm Khanna , opposing tho motion, characterised the Bill aa 
“an tin-economical and nnprauticablo muasuro. Ho said that the Bill was of a con¬ 
troversial nature and tho Government would bo making n mistake if they attempted 
to hurry it through tho present session. The Bill was eventually referred to a 
Select Committee. The House then adjourned. 

Stopfiso of Anninas to Ztrgu Au 

4th. NOVEMBER Tho House took up to-day Khan Bahadur Sadutlah Khan's 
motion o! adjournment to discuss tho telegraphic orders of tho Government, stopping 
ths presentation of an address of welcome to Maulana Zafur Ali, President-elect of 
the alardan District Muslim Long no Conforeiico. Mr. Anrangscb Khan, Leader of 
tho Opposition, supporting tho motion, condemned tho policy of tho Government in 
this regard. Tho action of Government had brought discredit to tho Province, 
which was woll-known for its hospitality, Pir Baksh , Mr. Abdurrab Nish tar and 
Rao Bahadur Isher Das strongly supported the motion. Mr. Arab Abdul Gaffur 
uod Rao Bahadur Cha man Lai, Purliamentuiy bk-oretariee, opposed the motion, the 
last-named declaring that tho Government had every reason to bolievo that certain 
parsons wore dangerous to eaeioty and woro indulging in nefarious propaganda. Dr, 
Khan Saheb, in au impassioned speech, challenged the Houao to ovui throw the 
Government if It did not like It. Ho deplored tho communal colour lent to the debate. 
Following a division, whieh was demanded by tho Loader of tho Opposition, the 
motion was lost by 28 votes to 18. 

The Bannu R*n> 

5th, NOVEMBER ilai Bahadur Mr her C hand Khanna's adjournment motion 
to discuss “tho failure of tho authorities'' to prevent and combat the raid on Bnnnu on 
tbo night of July 2.'i last evoked a heated discussion to-day. Aftor several speakers 
had supported it and tho Promior, tho hon. Dr, Khan Saheb, had replied to the debate 
on behalf of tho Government, tho motion was defeated by 20 votes to 22. Moving 
his adjournment motion, Rai Bahadur Khanna drew attention to the insecurity 
of life aud property which prevailed ia tho Bunou and Dohra Ismailkhan districts 
and quoted figures to show that a largo number of Hindus had boon ruined as the 
result of the raid on Bannu. He referred to the circumstances loading to the raid 
and added that even after (ho raid had taken place, nothing tangible was done by 
the authorities to compensate those people who had suffered enormous losses. The 
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sum of Rs. 30.0CO sanctioned by tbo Government to compensate the sufferers was 
most inadequate. Replying to critics, Dr. Khan Sahib said that Uio House was 
aware that tbo military, constabulary and kbasadars wore not under ihe Provincial 
Government. Eves if they were, tlia Government could not provide for the com¬ 
plete security of the people. Dr. Khan Kabtb condemned tbe circulation, by those 
whom he characterised as interested persons, of false and alarming tows which 
caused panic in tbo Province. Referring to tbe personned of the Banna Raid 
Enquiry Committee, tbo Premier assured the House that justice would be done 
aotf heavy punishment would ba inflicted on those responsible for the raid. The 
Premier requested tho mover to withdraw the motion. Hat Bahadur i ichar Chand 
Khanna said that lie had not moved tbo motion merely with a view to censuring 
tho Government, but because they had failed to infuso that sense of security in tho 
Province which was tho sine qua non of Responsible Government, lie sympathised 
with the Premier to as much as bo was helpless as far as tbe military and consta¬ 
bulary wero concerned but ho was conSdeot that any other Provincial Government 
would havo sought their help to maintain law and order. Tho motion was pressed 
to a division by tbe Opposition and resulted io a victory for the Government, 

Turee Bills Passed 

T'no House next passed the North-West Frontier Province Legislative Assembly 
(Members' Allowances) Hill, tbs North-Western Frontier Province Famine Relief 
Fund Bill and the Kobat Maari Control Bill. 

Bth. NOVEMBER Thu House took up to-day the reconsideration of tho Tort 
Dues Regulation Bill and tbe Frontier Muslim Wakf Bill. All amendments to these 
Bills were adopted unanimously. 

Dissolution or Marriage Bill 

Pir Baksh Khan's North-West Frontier Province Muslim Dissolution of Mariiago 
Bill, which aimed at thu consolidation of the provisions of Muslim law relating to 
suits by married Muslim women for dissotutioo of marriage, and also the removed of 
any doubts as to (bo effect of apostasy of s married Muslim woman on her marriage 
tie, was circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Frontier Tenancy Amend. Bill 

Mr. Abdurrab Khan Nishtar moved that the Punjab Tenancy (Frontier! Amend¬ 
ment Bill ba referred to a Select Committee to report within seven days, Kaai Alla- 
ullab’s amendment motion, namely, that tho Bill be circulated for eliciting public 
nion by February I next, was carried. 

Liberty or tub Press 

The Speaker, .Volit Khuda Bui next called upon Rai Bahadur Mchcr Chand Khanna 
to move the adjournment motion to discuss “a matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, tbe curtailment of the liberty of tho press by the Provincial Government” 
The Rai Bahadur said that since a Government who professed to bo exponents of tbe 
principle of liberty, bad come into power, there had Been an indiscriminate gagging of 
presses and newspapers alike. Alluding to the Congress Manifesto, Uio mover said 
that tbe clauses in it relating to civil liberty and the right of expression were Dot 
being observed in this Province. If this was a real and honest Congress Government, 
why should there bo any difference in the policy pursued by this Government and 
by other Congress Governments? He regretted tbe majority of papors iu the Pro¬ 
vince were black-listed and ho appealed to the Premier to revise his policy in that 
regard. The Premier, tbe bon. Dr. Khan Sahib made a spirited defence of tbo Govern¬ 
ment'* policy in regard to tho curtailment of tho liberty of the press. Ho agreed 
with tbe members that freedom of speech and liberty of thu press wero essential for 
the country‘s progress. The Premier read out a few passages from two vernacular 
papers ; he also read out from the Batne newspapers humorous extracts, which brought 
forth peals of laughter from all sections of thu House. Concluding, the Premier hoped 
that the mover would agree with his jiolioy and withdraw the motion. 

Tbe motion was pressed to a division and rejected by 25 votes to 22, 

Language in the Legislature 

Giving bis ruling on tbe request of four members, that they should be allowed to 
speak in Urdu and Pushto, the Speaker, Malik Khuda Bui said tbat whenever any 
member thought he was unable to express himself on any subject in English, tbs 
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Speaker would givo him liherlv to address tho House in any language bo liked. But 
it should ho rocconlbored that rTI important subjects, which members thought, should 
go to higher authorities, should bo expressed ia English. That was mere advice _ and 
was not binding ob tho members. It was disurotiouary to them. As regards questions, 
tho Bpeakor said that they might bo dealt with as at present, but with a single excep¬ 
tion, that if any member put in a supplementary question in Pushto, it ought to bo 
answered in Pushto and if tho supplementary question was put in Urdu, it ought to 
bo likewise answered in Urdu. The House then adjourned. 

Control or Bairns 

9th. NOVEMBER Two offiei.il resolutions, one of which was moved by tho 
Premier, that matters relating to the production and supply and tho distribution and 
statistics of employment of drugs, medicines and biological products, as enumerated ia 
the Provincial Legislative List, bo regulated in this Province by Acts of lha Federal 
Legislature, wore adoptod unanimously to-day. 

Non-officul Resolutions 

10th. NOVEMBER Non-ofBoial resolutions worn taken up to-day. Tho House un¬ 
animously adopted I'ir Muhammad Khan's resolution, recommending to tho Govern¬ 
ment to establish an Intormedinto College at Abbottabad (Hazara district) at odco. 
Explaining in fluent Urdu tho Government's education policy, the hon. JCazi 
Attaullah, Education Minister, folly shared tho aspirations of the mover of tbs reso¬ 
lution. He added that in view of the prevailing ilhteraoy of the masses in tho 
Province, tho Government wore sponsoring primary oJucntion, whiub was tho need of 
tho hour. When tho time enmo and tho funds permitted, the Government would not 
hesitate to open such colleges in ovorv District in tho Frontier, 

Mr. Arbab Abdur Rahman Khan's resolution recommending !o the Government 
that in view of tho widespread agitation, Ibo professional tax should bn discontinued 
at an early date evoked a boated disoussion. Kazi Attaullah , speaking on behalf of 
tho Government, said ihat tho Government wore not directly responsible for the tax 
as it was imposed by tho district boards at tho timo of tho Abdul Qaiyum Ministry, 
Tbo Minister, however, suggested tho appointment of a committeo of the House to 
find out if tho methods of assessment wero correct, Tho resolution was passed. 
Demobs 1 Relief Bill (Coxtd.) 

14th. NOVEMBER :—Tho hon. Kazi Ataullah presented to tho House to-day the 
report of the Select Committee on tho Frontier Agriculturist Debtors' Relief Bill. 
Speaking on the second reading of the Bdl, ho said it was agreed on all bands that 
there was great necessity for relieving agriculturists of their heavy indebtedness and 
affording them adequate roliof by suitable legislation, Tho Minister explained that 
the Bill had been framed on tbo linos of tho Madras Act. He deprecated tho 
suggestion that tho Bill would adversely affect tbo interests of the minorities iii 
tho Province. He expressed tho opinion that tho relations between tho majority 
and minority communities had boon groatly estranged os a result of the increase 
in the money-lending activities of a certain class, and that tbs Bill 
aimed at checking tho dishonesty and corruption of that class. Mr. Jagat 
Singh (member of the Hindu-bikh Nationalist Party) moved an amendment 
to the effect that the Bill, as reported by tho Bolect Committee, bo circulated for 
eliciting public opinion thereon by 1st 'January, 1030., Mr. A jit Singh (member 
of tbo flindu-Sikb Nationalist Party), movod an araundmont to tbo effect that the 
Bill bo rc-committed to tho same Select Committee to report by lBt Januarv, 1939 
in respect of the clause relating to tho licensing of money-loaders and tbo definition 
of agriculturists. Mr. Teh Chand Dhingra, representing tho minorities' point of 
view, favoured tho re-committal at the Bill to tho Select Committeo. Rai Bahadur 
Meher Chand Khanua criticised tho measure and said that it was a negation of 
the principle of equity and justice, Hu characterised it as a one-sided and com¬ 
munal measure. The Kai Bahadur had not finished his speech when the House 
adjourned. 

15th. NOVEMBER :—After disoussion (o-day, Iho motion of tho Education Minister 
was passed by an overwhelming majority. Two other motions, movod ye&terday by 
Sard‘T A jit Singh and Sardar Jagat Singh respectively, were rejected. Division 
was olaimed on Sardar Jagat Singh'i motion for tho re-circulation of the Bill, as 
reported by she Select Committee, for eliciting publio opinion tboroon by 1st January, 
1939. Five voted for the motion and 36 against. Dr. 0. C. Qhcth and Mr. Tek 
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Chand Dhingra who (it will bo recalled) walked out from iho mooting of (ho Select 
Committee, voted in favour of (ho motion, Sardar Ajit Singh's motion that tho 
Bill bo re-committed to the samo Select Committea in respect of certain clauses was 
lost without a division. On behalf of the Government, tho hoa. j4faaf/ah Khan stroDgly 
criticised tho dilatory tactics of certain mombors of tho Douse, who supported tho 
motions for recommittal aod re-circulation. Do said that no useful purpose would 
bo served by impeding tho progress of tho Dili, which had been boforo the public 
for more than seven months. Lie hoped that the Mouse would agree to the motion 
for consideration of the Bill, which aimed at alleviating tho sulTeringe of poor 
agriculturisls, Rai Bahadur Maher Chand Khanna, ex-Minister suggested that the 
Government should remit agriculturists’ arrears of land revenue, water rates and 
lakavi loans and not resort tn remedies which might prove detrimental to the 
intorosts of minorities. Pir Baksh Khan erprossed the opinion that Iho Bill was 
not of an unprecedented nature and that it was the moral duty of the House to pass 
such legislation. Itai Bahadur Ishcr Dai, in a lucid speech, supported the canso of 
money-lenders, who, he said, beloogod to a profession which was honourable. The 
Bill, which was of a reactionary aod retrograde nature, would annihilate tho money- 
lending class. Money-lenders, in bis opinion, were not solely responsible for tho 
present misery of tho ryots, since the oorronoy, exchange policy of the Government 
of India, the non-industrialisation of rural areas ana the prevailing illiteracy wore 
equally responsible, Mr. Abdur flab Nishtar said that tho Select Committee had made 
changes which wore justified. Ho referred to the incorporation of the provision relating 
to the Hocusing of money-lenders and expressed the opinion that the honest 
tnonoy-londer would not entertain any fears as the provision was calculated to 
banish dishonesty from tho profession. 

Tho Bill was then taken up clause hy clause and amendments were moved. Before 
the House adjourned it disposed of 16 amendments, all relating to Clause 2, whioh 
contained a definition of tho word “agriculturist'’. All the amendments standing in the 
name of Hindu Congress members wore withdrawn. Dr. C. C. Ghosh wished to make 
a statement on the Bill, but the Speaker disallowed it stating that, when amendments 
to tho Clauses woro under discussion, any statement on the Bill was unwarranted. 

FaoMTisn Pkimiry Eoucirtox Bu-l 

16tb. NOVEMBER Tho North-West Frontier Province Primary Education 
Bill, 1038, sponsored by Pir Baksh Khan , was passed to-day. Two amendments 
were lost, Mian Jafar Shah (Congress) tabled a motion of adjournment to discuss 
the alleged assault on the villagers of Taogi in tho Nowshera sub-division, by 
British soldiers. Following an assurance from the Premior, the hon. Dr. Khan Sahib 
that a thorough enquiry would bo hold into Uie incident, of which the Government 
bad no knowledge at present, the mover withdrew his motion. 

Asimem, Guns Colokisatios Bra, 

Mr. Tck Chand Dhingra'e Bill to make provision for the eolorisation of all 
artificial ghee in tho Frontier Province was referred to a Select Committee to 
report before the next session of the Legislature. 

The Bakkb Rue Victims 

17th. NOVEMBER The Assembly disposed of non-official resolutions to-day. 
Considerable heat was imported into the discussion on Rat Bahadur bSehcr Chand 
Khanna'a resolution, recommending to the Provincial Government to appoint a 
cammitteo of ibe House wish the Prime Mioister as Chairman, to enquire into the 
loss of property incurred by the various inhabitants of the districts of Banna and 
Dehra Ismail Khan since the starting of tho Waziristan operations of 1837 and to 
suggest the grant of adequate compensation in each deserving case. After a two- 
hours* discussion, the resolution was defeated. The Premier fully sympathised with 
the mover of the resolution, adding that be bad personally visited tho affeo'od areas 
and bad done what ns possible under the circumstances. Be expressed the 
opinion that no useful purpose would be served by the appointment of suoh a 
committee when the Government were welt aware of their financial limitations. 
The Premier, however, assured the mover that tho Government weald approach 
the Central Government for a substantial grant to compensate the sufferers and 
when the amount was available, the Provincial Government would appoint a committee 
as suggested. The Premier hoped that in view of this assurance, the resolution 
would be withdrawn. Explaining his position, Rai Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna , 
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stressad (bo fact (bat ho was not actuated by malicious motives against the Govern¬ 
ment Id bringing forward that resolution, bat his grievance waa that despite repe ated 
appeals from the people Cor compensation and protection, the Dover nmeilt bad 
taken no action in that direction. Ho agreed with the Premier that thoro was a 
lack of fundB but expressed tlio view that it was tho primary duty of a popular 
Government to look into (he people's grievances. He would withdraw his motion 
if tho House agreed but Sardur Aurnngjob Khan, Leader of tho Opposition, shouted 
“no" and tho resolution was eventually lost. 

Dubious' Rbuuf Btu. (Costd.) 

19tb, NOVEMBER :—Tlio bon. Dr. Khan Sahib explained lo-day the Government's 
position with regard to tho reversion of tho Agriculturist Debtors' Relief Bill 
to tbo original form, fn doing so, ho sitid, “On ane side, thoro is tho Muslim 
Loagtio elomeot dragging tlio Government to tho ouo extreme and ou tho other 
side, the Mahasablm membors trying to pull as to tho other extreme. We ara 
trying our best to bring them together, tho duly of the Government is clear 
and their poliey is also always clear nud definito. Tlio Promior addod that until 
eventually tho members of tlio Midiasaldia and the Muslim League wore brought 
togother, tho Government would not l.o satisfied. 

Many spirited speeches were made when the Uotiso took up discussion on Mr. 
.draft Abdul Ghaffar Khan's amendment, deleting Clause 2 of the Select Committee 
report and substituting therefor Clause 2 as it occurred in tho original Bill. 

Mr. Abdur Bab Kishtar . on a point of order, htutod that, aooordiog to parlia¬ 
mentary procedure, when tlio former part of a question was ameodod or amendments 
thereto protiosod or rejected, no amendment relatiug to tbo latter part of that 
question couid be moved. Mr. Nish tar. therefore, objected to Mr. Arab Abdul Ghaffar’s 
amendment. After the Leadors of tho parties in tho House, including tho bon. Kazi 
Atlaultah Khan, had spoken and die Advoaato-Gcncral had explained tlio legal 
implications, tho Speaker, Malik Khuda Bux ruled out Mr. Nishlar's point of Order. 
Pir Bakth and Mr. Abdul Bab Nishlar spoke, eritloisiog the amendment. Mr. 
Arab Abdul Uhoffar Khan , replying to tho debate, refuted nil tho allegations made 
against the Government by previous speakers and assured tho Houso that rlio 
Uoverowsmt took that course strictly on principle and not with a view to placating 
any party. Tho amendment was pressed so a division and passed by 28 votes to 14. 

Mr. Arab Aftrfuf Ghoffar’s next omeiulrooDt, relating to Clauso 3, was still nmier 
discussion when the Houso adjourned till Mondny. 

21*1. NOVEMBER Members of the Hindu-fcbkh Nationalist Parly', Loaded by 
Rai Bahadur Mrhcr Vhand Khnnna, staged a walk-out to-day us a protest against the 
attitude of tho Government with regard (o the Party's amondmoots to the Bill. 
Speedy progress was mado this morning with tho Idill. tho Government benches 
not participating in active discussion. Mr. Jagat Singhs amendment, wbioh proei- 
pitatod tho walk-ont, urged that the measure should bavo retrospective effect 
only in respect of debt interest or any other transaction existing three 
years before tho passing of the Act. Uui Bahadur Maker Chand Khanna, 
announcing bis intention on bohnlf of his Party to abstain from further participation 
in the discussion on tho Bill, oharactorieod tho moasuro as symbolic of majority 
tyranny over the minorities in this Province, 

AoRIOULTUBiL PRODUCE MitSKETi BttL 

22nd. NOVEMBER i— Mr. Jtigal Singh continued bis unfinished bpooch to-day 
on his motion that the Frontier Agricultural Produce Markots Bill be oironlatod 
to elicit public opinion thereon. Ilai Bahadur Maher Oh and Khanna 
characterised tho Bill as “a Black Bill" aud said that ho had closely 
stndied the measure and had como to tbo conclusion that it was analogous to 
a similar Bill ini reduced in tho Punjab Legislative Assembly. lie attacked the 
provisions of tho Bill relating to thn licensing of traders and expressed tho opinion 
that in no other Congress Province did such provisions exist. Therefore, ho supported 
the motion for circulation. The hoo. Khan Mahomed Abbas Khan, Minister for 
Industries, explaining in Urdu the principle of the Bill, said that the Government 
were not actuated by communal consideration a. It was only sought to safeguard tho 
interests of agriculturists from unscrupulous traders who “wero sucking their bloods.” 

Mr. Jagat Singh's motion for circulation was pressed to a division and was 
carried by 23 votes to 10. The House then adjourned sine die. 



The Orissa Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Session —Cuttack—29th. ;August to 9th. September 1938 

Omau> Resolutions Pissed 

The autumn session ot the Orissa Legislative Assembly commenced at Caiootta oa 
the 23th. August 1938 with Mr. Makund Prasad Dai, Speaker in the chair, who 
made a statement regarding the constitution of a Standing Roles Committee on 
which there was a Government resolution for the constitution of such a committee. 

On a resolution moved by Mr. Biswanath Das, Premier, the Moose appointed a 
committee ot privileges consisting cl the Deputy Speaker as chairman. A standing 
rule committee waa constituted on the motion of the Loader of the House, with the 
Speaker as chairman. Mr. Bodhram Dubey, Mioister for Law and Commerce, moved 
n resolution that it was desirable that (i) trade and commerce within the province 
in drags, medicines, and biological products, (2) production, supply and distribution 
of Drugs, medicines nod biological products (3) adulteration of drugs, medicines 
and biological products, (4) fees in respect of these, (5) inquiries and statistics for 
purpose of matters mentioned in olausos 1 to 4. (G; offences agaitut laws with 
respect to matters mentioned in clauses one to Bva, and (?) jurisdiction and powers 
of courts with respoat to matters mentioned in clauses one to six, whioh are among 
matters enumo-atod in the provincial legislativo list should bo regulated in this 
province by an Act of the Federal Legislature. Mr. Dubey, speaking on the 
resolution, stated that for the proper control ot traffic in drugs’it was advisable to 
have a common standard for all provinces which was possible only through an Aot 
of the Federal Legislature. Mr. Af, <?. Patnaik and Sir. L. Rahman, opposing the 
resolution, stated it would deal n death blow to the manufacture of drugs in the 
province and they felt that the Provinoial Government was giving away some of 
its powers. The resolution was oarriod by 40 to li votes. 

The Bocae also passed a resolution to the effect that it was desirable that the 
following matters, being matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative List, 
should be regulated to the Province by an Act of the Federal Legislature, namely 
(1) statistics of employment, t2) offences against and the jurisdiction and powers of 
courts with respect to the said Act of the Federal Legislature. 

Mr. Bodhram Dubey's Orissa Prevention of Adulteration and Control of Sale of 
Food Bill, 1938 was referred to n Select Committee. 

Reorganisation ok Secretariat 

30th. AUGUST :—The Assembly took up discussion, this morning, of the 
Government resolution asking the Assembly to take into consideration the report 
of the Orissa Secretariat Reorganisation Committee and to authorise the Government 
to give effect to its recommendations as far as is considered necessarv. One of 
the recommendations of the Committee minted to separation of the Legislative 
Department, The Speaker, at the outsat, said that he was in favour of separation. 
Be had sent his views to the Government. Mr. Biswanath Das, Premier, moving 
the resolution, stated that soon after tin Congress assumed office, they found it 
necessary to reorganise the Secretariat. Consequently, they appointed a Committee. 
They did not accept all the recommendations of the Committee, but wanted to give 
immediate effect to soma of the recommendations. Bo added that the Government 
had no objection to separation of the Assembly Department if the Spoaker so desired, 
but they felt it would entail additional expendituie. Mr. At. O. Patnaik felt that 
the difficulties to the Secretariat were duo to three different systems of administra¬ 
tion prevailing iu the Province, and they would not be solved by strengthening the 
staff as recommended by the Committee. He opposed tlio proposal for recruitment 
of staff on a permanent basis. He moved an amendment for postponing consideration 
of the report. The resolution was passed on the next day, the 3lst August. 

The Moneylenders’ Bill 

31»t AUGUST Mr, Bxswanath Dos introduced to-day the Money-lenders' Bill. Iu 
moving for the consideration of the Bill Mr. Das stated that the old idea, that it was 
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the primary doty of the debtor to pay tho creditor with a yiow to ridding oneself of 
one’s sins,"was utterly forgotten. Neither the debtor nor tho oreditor was advaooiog 
it after estimating the capacity of tho debtor. Judges haying to ml minister law and 
ignorant of Indian conditions had forgotten to appiy old Ilindu principles. Tiia 
Moslem religion totally prohibited the charging of interost while tho Hindu law pot 
limitation on the taking of interest. Mr. Baa stated that a conference was held to 
consider the question of legislation in this connexion, to which members representing 
the Opposition groups were invited. The Bdl was drafted on the fines of the conclu¬ 
sions arrived at tho conference. Mr, V K. Raju moved nn amondmont for tho 
circulation of tho Bill. Mr. St. O, Patnaik supported the nmoadment. The House 
rejected Mr. Itaju's proposal and accepted tho amendment of Mr. tfabakriahna 
Chowdhury for reference of the Bill to a select committee, 

F*mwe Peso Asuso. Bill 

l»t. SEPTEMBER :—The Assembly passed to-day tho Orissa Famine Fond 
Amendment Bill, making provision for utilising the excess of the statutory limit of 
Rs. 10 lakhs standing in tho Fund for protective irrigation work which wore essen¬ 
tially needed in a ttood-strickea province like Orissa. 

The MoN'EYucsnrns’ Dill (Costo.) 

Mr, Brajaaundar Das. Deputy Loader of tho Opposition, speaking in favour of 
circulation of tho Money-lenders’ Bill stated that while control over mooeyfending was 
necossary ho wanted tho Government to adopt nn attitude of caution as any saare 
created by tho Bill would adversely affect tho public, especially tho small landholders 
who often received timely help from money lenders. Mr. Latifur Rahaman stated 
that facilities for borrowing should bo created hoforo such legislation as the present 
measures was passed. The Rev. A'. M. Prana made tho most striking speech of tho 
day opposing circulation. A good number of Bills had bean pnnsod but, ia his 
opinion, none was moro important than tho prpsont measure. It wob long overduo. 
Sir. A. R. Khan, supporting tho move for circulation, mudo strong remarks against the 
Congress Mioistiy. They “not only govern but ovurgovern”, hu said. Sir. Bit chi t r a- 
nanda Dat said that if there was any piece of legislation whiuli was overdue it was 
the Money-lenders’ Bill. Mr. Jadtimtmi Afangarnj next rose to reply on behalf of the 
Government. This was objected to by Mr. St. It. Patnaik and Sir. Latifur iiahtnan 
who stated that only tho mover of tho Hill should reply. The Speaker stated that 
though on a former occasion he had allowed tho parliamentary sootolarv to reply on 
behalf of Hie (iovernraont ho now found that according to tho rules only tho mover 
should reply. While giving tho assuranco that this tuId would ba followed tho Pre¬ 
mier stated if tho parliamentary secretary attaebod to him spoke ho was speaking on 
tho Premier's behalf. 


IIKttelees Endowments Bill 

2nd. SEPTEMBER Mr. liiswanath Das, Premier, moved to-day tho Orissa 
Religious Endowments Bill. Ho stated that in tho past, whatever religion was professed 
by the Ruler, ho had control over nil religions endowments. Explaining why tho 
Government had introduced tho present Bill, inspltu of two provions noo-nflleial Bills, 
ho said that tho present Bill aimed at controlling endowments through a Commissioner 
appointed by tho Government so that tho Assembly would hnvo full control over the 
administration of endowments through a separate department. Mr. At. (I. Patnaik, 
opposing tho Bill, argued that thero was not much difforenao between the Government 
Bill snd his ond Mr, Oodavniis Misrn’s Bills. Buoh modifications as woro desired could 
be effected by amendments to those noa-offioin! Bills. 

Omsk* IsmisTitiii Developmkst 

Tho Assembly then considered tho adjournment motion by Mr. Latifur Rahman 
regarding the reported decision of tho Government to give a monopoly to n certain 
chemical company in Calcutta for collodion of chemicals in Orissa. 

The Premier explained tho Government's Industrial policy. He stated that tho 
Government wero anxious to see industrial development effected in tho province. Ah 
ho had already said in bis Budget speech, the Government wore going to encourage 
the establishment of two factories—a paper mill and a chemical works. The Govern¬ 
ment were anxious to see tho raw maicrtalir of the province properly utilised. The 
chemical company (referred to in the adjournment motion) had wanted to start s 
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chemical factory “with the blessings of Government if passible," The Premier aided 
that since tlio Government wanted to otiuoiiragu awtulrshi instead of purchasing goods 
from factories in Calcutta and Born bn v, ;t would bo to the province’s and the Govern¬ 
ment's benefit if factories woro established in Orissa. “If a company were started ia 
Orissa to-day, tho Orissa Government will not only give it its blessing but will do 
smoothing more,” The Speaker thereupon stated that thu wholo basis ot Mr. Rahman’s 
motion depended on newspaper reports. The Government had issued a long statement 
declaring lhat they hud not arrived at a decision. Ho therefore disallowed the 
adjournment motion. 

Oman a PaoHinmos Scheme 

3rd. SEPTEMBER Tho Orissa Government’s scheme of prohibition was explain¬ 
ed in the Assembly to-day when a supplementary demand for Rs, 28863 under 
“excise" was presented to the House. The sehomo is at present restricted to tbn 
prohibition of opium in Brtnsoro district. Mr, Botihram Dabcy , Minister, in present¬ 
ing tho estimates, stated that the Governmertt** scheme was to abolish 33 shops 
situated in the interior of tho district Tho 33 shops situated on tho border of the 
district will not be interfered with. In places where opium shops wilt he closed down, 
22 dispensaries will bo opened. These centres will be utilized for tho registration of 
addicts and for looking after tho>r health. Supply of opium to these addicts will also 
bo made from these dispensaries. Over and above these dispensaries, there are 14 
other such institutions already in existence in tho district, i’lie Government's object, 
tho Minister said, was to collect statistics and to carry on propaganda as also to find 
out tho requirements of addicts, which would be reduced. Tire propaganda to ba 
carried out by Government officers, which would require an addition to the staff, and 
non-officials will begin from October 15. An additional staff will be required to stop 
smuggling. The present revenue from opium was rupees four lakhs. In the Budget 
for 11138-39 tho Government bad provided for a loss of mpecs one lakh, but they did 
not expect that loss now, ns total prohibition will he introduced only from April 1, 
1939. Tho Government did not expect nnv loss this year, but after total prohibition 
was introduced, tho loss ou opium would he felt. 

Mr. .If. O. Patnaik opposed tho provision for extra staff ns the Government did 
not intend to introduce total prohibition until April next. The cut motion was defeat¬ 
ed and tho entire demand passed. 

Stjrro.EMEsT.tnv Demands 

Eirlier, tho demand for Rs 99,340 under “Land Revenue” for work of record of rights 
and of settlement of reals inGnnjam district in tho zemindars areas in 3,198 villages, was 
passed. A demand for a grant of Rs. 4 950 under '‘forests 1 ’ was also passed. It was 
intended to depute a candidate from the province for training in tho Forest Research 
Institute at Debra Dan. Tho next demand passed was Rs. 9,COO under “irrigation”. 

5th. SEPTEMBER :—A supplementary demand of Rs. 4,300 for subscribing to 
the services of two news agencies was passed to-day. The Premier, Sir. it. Das said 
that there was need to subscribe the news ageueies unless they followed the previous 
governments and “bribed the Piess." News agencies in Orissa were doing useful 
publicity work for the Government and the Province despite severe hindienps like 
heavy expenditure. 

During discussion on a supplementary demand the Premier made a statement on 
a point raised by Mr. Patnaik ns to whether Ministers constituted tho Government. 
He called Mr. Patnaik's contention no amazing statement and said that Congress 
had accepted office on tho assurance that there would be no interfeioocc in the day 
to day administration of the Ministers, who formed tho Government. 

Gib. SEPTEMBER Various schemes to encour.igo industries, especially eottago 
and villago industries, to improve agriculture and to promote co-operation, were 
the subject matter for supplementary demands for grants to-day. 

Food Adulteration Control Bill 

7th. SEPTEMBER T1 m Hon. Mr. Bndbram Duhe, Minister presented to-day the 
Select Committee's Report on Orissa Prevention ot Adulteration and Control ot Sale 
of Food Bill. Provisions have been made to this bill for prohibiting sale of food 
stuffs by persons suffering from inflations and contagious diseases. It aims at 
adequate provisions for ensuring that fond intended for human consumption is sold 
ia pure and genuine condition, Pee, E. M Evans Mr, O, C, Thatraj and Mr. 
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Brojusundar Dus congratulated the Government tor bringing such a mcasuro. R,-v. 
Bra ns wished that provisions of the bill w.-ro soot, extended over partially extended 
urea* also. Tins Minister, Mr. Bndh ni m Dube said that such a bill was long over.(tie 
anti be was glad to Ret the opportunity of Riionsorsng tiro snmo. Mr. fJdt.it said that 
thin Act would bn enforced according to nerds o! different parts of province including 
the partially excluded areas. The bill was then passed and tho House adjourned. 

A'.KNCY AliKAH Is OltlSSA 

8th SEPTEMBER The lion. Mr. 11 is Iran nth Das, tho Premier, welcoming the 
ievolution moved by Air. Alai Brhari/ Arharya to bring muter normal ndraioislrm- 
fion all tho partially excluded areas of llio Province, stated that although special 
powers were vested in (lie Governor, tit" Ministry wan responsible for tlio adminis¬ 
tration of the areas and tho iititiativo for their development came from the Ministry. 
In tho Inst elections, he added, out of HO,000 women voters who excrosed their 
franchisn, 'JO/W belonged to Stmlutlpiir ami liornput and this fact revealed how 
tiie peopln in tho partially excluded areas wero casting their voles nml choosing 
their represent!ves. There was no justification for tlio Viceroy or tho Governor 
having special powers for the administration of those areas. 

The resolution was carried unanimously and tho House adjourned nine rite. 

AcU ptwscd by the Oris«n A**embly in 1937-38 

The following measures have hern passed by the Asstruhly in the first year of 
its existence:— 

<11 The Oriiit Ministers' Salary Act, 193? ( Fixing snlnry of each of the 

Ministers 1. 

<2) The Orissa Legislative Assembly Speaker's and Deputy Speaker’s Salary 
Act. 1937. 

(3) The Orissa General Clauses Act, 1937 (For interpretation Acts), 

|4t The Orissa Offices of Profit (Removal of Disqualification) Act, 1937. 

(5) The Agriculturists' Loan* [Orissa Amendment) Act, 193? iTo allow Pro¬ 
vincial Government to grant loans to ngrirtiltnrlal* to redeem their debts). 

16) The Orissa Legislative Assembly Members’ Salaries and Allowances Act, 
1937 (Fixing tho salary of members). 

(71 Repeal of tb* Bihar and Orissa Public Safety Act, 1938 (Largo emergency 
powers given to the Government under (his Aet were under the changed circums¬ 
tances found obsolete and the repeal of the Act gave n legal recognition to such 
state of ntfairs). 

(8) The Orissa Co-operative Land Mortgage Aet, 1938, wins passed authorising 
the Government to establish a IVnlml Land Mortgage think with a view to removo 
the long-felt n»ed of the cultivators to seen re long-term loans to rescitn themselves 
from Ihe clutches of ancestral indebted lies*. 

f9) The Madras Estate* Land (Orissa Anirndmer.t) Bill. 1937. The Hill was 
passed by thn Assembly to substitute rniyntwmi assessment with increase tip to two 
sunns in Ihe rupee instead of full hull of gross produce paid to ttsmimlnrs by 
tho rniynts. The payment uf half the gross produce of hind In the zsmindiUH 
hns been acting very ndvirsrty on the economic life of the lennut population and 
the present piece of legislation is an attempt In tmprpvn the Iota of these people 
end increase thereby rural happiness and enntf nlrneni. 

(10) Tho Orissa Tenancy Amendment Bill of 1937 was passed in tho Assembly 
whieh proposes to abolish mutation fees by giving fieo right of transfer to agricul¬ 
tural holdings, hy giving right of tree* lo raiyats except existing rights in tree* 
if they are specifically registered in the name of Iho ximinclsrs and also hy pena¬ 
lising ihe exaction r.f ilh-gn) esses. The Aet also seeks !o redueo tho rate of 
interest fin arrenr duett from 12 and a 1mIf per eent to I) per rent. 

(tl) Tho Moratorium Act of 1938, fur rultivnlnrs id Innm villages was passed. 

(121 Orissa Smalt Holders’ Bill, 1938 was passed by wllirh decrer-bolder* can¬ 
not tell holdings of raiyais to an extent of te»s than it acres rif wot lands and 12 
acre* of dry or rain-fed lands and also their houses In execution of decree for n 
a period ol Yd months beginning with 13th dune 1SKS8. 

(13) Legal Practitioners* Aet Amending Bill, 1938, allowing Mtlkftara to 
practise in Mouth Orissa, 

(t4S Nurses *nd Dais Registration Act, 1938 iTo allow mines and dais to 
.benefit* of registration and Htatc control). 
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Provincial Governments At Work 

Activities of the Bengal Government 

III the following pages have been sut forth some of the more 
striking netivities imd achievement* of the various provincial ministries 
nin<'<! they assumed office in April 1937 under the Government of 
of India Act, 1935. Firstly, we reproduce extracts from a resume of the 
liengnl Government's activities since April 1937 as published by the 
Public Information Department, Ucngul ;— 

The criticism levelled against the Ministry that they have no programme 
and aro billowing no dcliutie policy in pursuance of that piogiatuwe is 
entirely unfounded and misconceived. it wilt bj remembered that after the 

general clout ions were over tlm Moslem League Party ami tho Proja Paitv 

agreed to form a coalition ou tho basis of a delimit) programme, aud th.it 
programme was as follows : — 

*‘{1) la view of tho fuel that tho land revenue system, known as Peimauout 
Settlement Hint tho land laws of Bengal havo arrested tho economic growth 

and development of tho proviiicn ami havo adversely affected tho uatioual 

outlook of tho people, a committee of enquiry bo immediately appointed b> 

devise ways and moaus to got them replaced by a mure equitable system aud 

laws suitable to the needs and requirements of tho people. 

(2) Amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act with a view to) to reducing 

rent by fixing a maximum for each class of land ; <i>) So repeal the provision 
relating to enhancement of rent in the interests of the tiller of the soil ; 

ie) to rooognise right of mutation of names aud division of holdings without, 
fees ; (<f) to annul tho landlord's lights of pro-emptiou ; (e) to abolish uazac 
•salami ; if) to provide criminal remedy for all exactions, eg., abwabx, etc. ; (;/> to 
talro such other stops as may be necessary fur tho relief of the peasant. 

(3) AtncuJmeul of the Public Uemauds Recovery Act specially to mitigate 

tho rigours of the certificate procedure. 

(4) To doriso ways aud means of freeing tho cultivators from the crushing 
burden of indebtedness. 

tut Amendment of the Gi-operulivo Societies Act so as to make it really 

conducive to the economic advancement of the people. 

(t>) Immediate introduction of !rea compulsory primary education without 
taxation of tho poor who are unable to bear the burden. 

(7) Reduction in tho cst of administration. 

(8) To contiol the price of jnto through (a) limitation of production; tb) 

marketing boaids ; (r) other suitable measures, 

(9) Resuscitation of (lend aud dying rivers auJ khals through local manual labour. 

UO) Tu undertake measures of public health and rural sanitation. 

{H! Repeal of tobacco tax aud taxes on the necessities of life. 

(12) Repeal of repressive laws aud release of political prisoners and detenus, 
consistent wills public safety. 

(13) To devise ways and means Tor solving tho uuoniploymout problem. 

fid) Amendment of tiro Calcutta University Act aud the establishment of 
a Board of Secondary Education in Bengal. 

115) Amendment’of tho Calcutta Municipal Act.” 

Hr: vex ok Commjssig.v 

Regarding item Me. !, of tbo piogiatnme, the Ministry devoted their 
attention to the question of investigating into the woiking of the i’ermauout 
Settlement and the laud laws of Bengal almost immediately after their assumption 
of office. Instead of a committee they decide! to appoint a eomtnissioo so that 
the investigation might be were thorough aud authoritative. Tho difficulty they 
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bad io encounter was with regard to tint s^looti-.n of a suitable Chairman who 
wnuM be impartial and independent and at Iho same tirae thoroughly competent, 
sufficiently * 1 xj 01 i i* i i ets I and felly conversuot rvith (bo lov'iHio and land tonuio 
sysiams of tlm countries and who would, therefore, bu able to deal effectively and 
effi iently with a problem s> vast. 

Tes*ncv Act Amenpmest 

With regard to the second it»*m of the programme, urmiidy, tlio Amendment of the 
Bengal Touanoy Aot. it is common kiiowludgo that the Ildi which tho Ministry piloted 
through Iho la'g'slfttures and wHhsIi tho Legislatures have passed mil only bestows tin; 
boons an t benefits mentioned in tho programme hid poos much further. 

11) Tho Hill completely abolishes tho landlords’ bos on tumsfer. 

(21 Tho Bill aSiolislios tho landloids' right of pte-empfion when oeoupunoy holdings 
arts sold. 

(d) Tho Bill reduces tlm rate of interest on niioais of jeut from 12 and a half 
por cent, to ft and nite-fumth jier cent. 

(d) The Bill suspends for 10 years tho operation of tho sections in tho Tenancy 
Act which authorises the enhancement of the rents of leuiire-holdeiK and raiyals. 

(5) Iho Hill (jives in Home cases under-i.'nv.ils tin; rights of ti iris lor and snr- 
render, hitherto only enjoyed tiv occupancy raiyats. 

(Ill The Bill ensures that if any iftiyiM or melei-iaiyat Inis given Iris land in 
usufructuary mortgage, whether before or after 1938, he will he able lo got th it 
land back after 19 years at most, the principal of ins debt as well us the interest 
being cleared off. 

(7) The Bill relieves the landlords from Iho necessity of suing for more than 
one year's rent, oven if 4 years 1 rents nrn due and thou ln> must wait l»r ninu 
months, instead of three, before he is able to file ft not bur suit. In consequence 
of this change in the law, many tenants mo likely to lie saved from tho burden 
of a decree for four years' root at onu limn resulting m the snlu of his bolding for 
the realisatioD of the deoudal amount. 

(8) Tho Bill abolishes tho right of private landlords to use certificate procedure 
for the realisation of rout. 

(Oj The Bill makes the realisation of abwahs punishable with a fine u«d 
authorises the Collector to impose the flue after u siimmuty iniquity. 

(10> Tho Bill gives to tununlH whose hinds have been diluviutcd (I) a right to 
proportionate abatement of rent, und (2) the right of re-entry on thoso lauds, ou 
payment of not more than 4 years' rent, if they reform within 20 years. 

It will, therefore, appear that the Bengal Bill goes a Jong way farther than tho 
Bills which are stilt on the anvil of tho Legislature in nemo of tno other provinces. 
A brief comparison between the If ill passed in Bengal and tho Bills under considera¬ 
tion in other provinces will bring nut the salient features of tho former. The 
Bihar Bill, for instance, does not abolish the salami, it docs not stop tho enhance¬ 
ment of rent, it does not make such provisions for the benefit of tho undor-raiyuis 
as havo been main in tint Bengal Bill. The Bihar Bill for tho first timo grunts tu 
tho tenanis tho right to Irens, tanks, ole., which was granted to them in Donga! 
as long ago us 1U28, it provides for the speedy nulisation of reuts whioh in actual 
practice is bound to operate harshly ugnim,; tho tenants'; mid generally it conforms 
more to tho wishes of tho zamindars than to tho wishes of the tenants. 

Criticism has been rtiteolod against the Ministry on tho scare that assent to the 
Bill could tot bn secured by the 31st of May as stipulated bj thu Legislature. Tho 
Double tho Chief Minister has more limn onco explained the reasons for this but 
now tho Ministry expect the B tl to beoumu law within a very short time. The 
Ministry, however, realised that delay in bringing this Bill into operation would 
involve considerable hardships to Iho tenants tu the mailer of tho payment of 
salami. They, therefore, requested His Excellency tho Governor to promulgate a 
special ordmoneo which suspended the payment of salami temporarily and, therefore, 
no such hardship has been caused. Tho Ministry claim that they have more than 
fully carried out the second item on their programme. 

SIitioxiion or CsRTtrtuxiE Pkoceuciik Hannsutf 

Tho third item on tho progmmmu refund to tho Bublic Demand Recovery 
Act which used to operate at times with cousidcrablo rigour, Tho Ministry havo 
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Sitksn, during thu period that llioy have boon in office, adequate steps uithor to 
to suspend tho operation o{ tho Act or lo mitigato its rigours by issuing from timo 
to timo definite uxooutivo orders. Press Notes published by tho Government from 
timo to timo bavo already drawn tho attention of thu public to tho stops taken io 
this direction. 


Relief io Aqiucultpiill Dsntona 

With regard to tlio fourth item of tho programme, regarding ruiiof of rural 
indebtedness, when tho present Ministry canon into edict*, they found au Agricul¬ 
tural Debtors' Act already on tho Statute Hook and a number of Debt Conciliation 
Hoards in operation. Tho first thing that thuy did was to toko in hand tho extension 
of tho aren for thu operation of this Act. Tlio number of Hoards was increased at an 
average rate of 15'J per month and in Juno 1937 tho decision was taken to extern) 
tho Act to tho remaining districts in the plains of Bunco!. Tlio establishment of suoh 
Boards continued throughout 1937, and by tho uud of PJ3S, over 2,000 ordinary 
Boards and 81 special Boards had boon established. 

Reorganisation’ or Co-operative Deer. 

In order to fulfil thoir obligations under the 5th item of their programme, tho first 
step which tlio Ministry took was to bring tho Co-oporalivo Department and tho 
Debt Conciliation administration under a single portfolio. Whou they assumed office 
they found things in tho Co-oporative Departmout practically iu a moribund 
condition. Thoro was no comprehensive policy either to reconstruct tho movement 
or to devise ways nistl moans for improving tho eoonomic conditions of the agricul¬ 
turists who form the backbone of the movement. Government set themselves to 
rectify matters and tho Minister in charge devoted his personal attention to the 
reorganisation of tho Dopartmunt. The Departmout has sinco gone in detail into the 
question of reorganising its activities. Among other things which the Department has 
so far douo is that a Bill has been prepared with a view to amend the law relating to 
tho Co-operative Societies. The provisions of tho Bill huva been drafted in a 
manner whiob will ouahle Government to cheek abuses in Co-operativa societies and to 
extond state aid to societies by direct loans, by subsidy or by guaranteeing debentures 
issued by the contra! banks. It may bo noted that under tha existing law Govern¬ 
ment havu no power to extend such aid to Co-operative Societies and tlio eontem- 
plalod Bill, whoa passed into taw, will euablo them to do so and thoreby effect a 
far-readiitig improvement upon tbo existing state of things. 

Primary Epicaiio.v 

Next comes tlio most important problem of imparting primary education. Tho 
Ministry found two alternatives before them : either to wait for an indefinite period till 
sufficient revenues wore forthcoming so that primary education might bo made free 
and compulsory or to nut into operation tho Primary Education Act which was 
already on the Statute Book and begin tbo process of tho education of tho children 
of tho Province, doriviug revenues for tho purpose through the imposition of iho 
piimarv education cess. After mature deliberation and for reasons which the Uon'blo 
the Chief Minister has ropoatodiy explained to the public in various speeches, the 
Minisiry came to the conclusion that faeud with a choice of evils as they were, it 
would bu iu tits best interests ol tho pooplo that they should chooso and choose, 
immediately, the tessor of tbo two. They have, therefore, pursued vigorously tho 
plan of bringiog the Act into operation iu district after district and now in as many ns 
13 districts tho Act has boon oxtended empowering the District School Boards to 
impose tlio cess for tho introduction of freo primary education to those areas. 

Provision has also boon made in tho next years budget for 6tartiug training 
classes iu selected High English Schools under tho supervision of tho Headmasters so 
that au adequate supply of trained teachers to meet tho demand for teachers from 
tbo districts where tho Aot will be implemented can bo made. For tho present, 
primary education scheme under tho Aot will bo most fully developed in the district 

of Mymensiugb and three other districts where the cess will be levied in the near 

future. A sum of Ks. 66.700 has boon provided for the purpose in tho budget 

against a scheme involving au ultimate expenditure of Fts, ib',58,500, A lump 
provision of Rs. 5 lakhs has also been made for the improvement of primary 
education in regard to which schemes are being formulated. 

It is to bo borne Id mind that tho coss im|iosod under tbo Primary Education Act 
is not likely to full as anything liko a heavy burden on ths poor. It has been 
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brought lo tba uolico uf Government that wild nr.d exaggerated stories are being 
circulated in order to mislead the ignorant people (hat tUo tenants will havu (o pay 
a heavy amount in Ilia sbupe of llio cess. litis is entirely wrong and misleading. 
The tenants will not have to pay a single pico mote than Ihuir statutory sham of 
tha cess. A raiyat who is paying say Rs. 10 as annual rout to the landlord, will not 
have to pay morg than nine annas pur year as bis sharo of the cess. This will bo 
much less than what bo it paying now for the education of bis children 
or ovon of one child. 

Ri-TlitSClIilLST 

The ?tjj item of tho programme related to tins reduction uf the cost of administra¬ 
tion. la this eoooeclioH it may ba poiutml out that tho seupo for relrouchmerit in 
this province is much smaller than any othor comparably province. Tim previous 
(loveromoBt faced wilb iiuaneial crisis eoiise(|Ucut on tho Meston Award appointed 
two Retrenchment Committees in course of two decades—in 1022 and in 1032—and 
effected considerable economies in expenditure. Tho rates of pay in various services 
were reduced by thorn lo levels far below those prevailing in other provinces. 
Leave rules were deliberalised and rules relating to Ravelling allowance were tightened 
up. Tho Ministry on assuming office set about immediately to tackle this problem in 
right earnest and appointed a souior member of tho Indian Civil Scrvico to carefully 
re-examint! all those rocotomondatious ol tho Swan Committee which has boon 
rejected or partially accepted by the Into Government with a view to oxploro all 
possible avenues of retrenchment. As a result of biieli recommendations, reduction 
in expenditure to the extent of nearly two uud a half lakhs has been effected. 

Itcscscirxiiso Ruhap Watekways 

Tho next itota ou tho programme I dealt with the resuscitation of deal aud dyiuK 
rivers and Minis through local manual labour. Tress Kotos issued from timu to 
time have givuu tho public sumo idea uf tho work which, under the instructions of 
Govoruniuut, the District Ufliuurs iu several ports uf thu Province liuvu carried out 
and are still carrying out in thu matter of excavating tho dead or dying khats with 
local labour, mostly voluntary. 

Lutotir Ijiiitu*r!u.s Pkojkcis 

With reg.itd to tho bigger (jucslioo of tho resusoitatiou of dead and dying river;., 
Govemnmut nnderfuik and completed hist year a contour burvry uf Western ood a 
nart uf Contral Bengal. Tlirco big schemes ill these areas, lumudy, tho Uooghlv- 
I low rail flushing solicme, thu More projuut and thu Uarkeswur scheme aro ulicadv 
under preparation. An extension uf tho contour survey in Central lteiig.il, to spill 
the area of thu UangttB on tho cast of dalangi will bo undertaken doting tho current 
tear. Ruoeuily a coufcronco of exports was hold at Writons' Buildings iu order (u 
devise wavs and means for ilio purjiosu. The conference made iinp.il taut rccooi- 
wundatiotiK [or tho resuscitation of dead und decaying rivorii of Bengal, must 
important of iheso buing to hold an Iuter-Proviuuial liivor Curiforoucu in order to 
co-ordinate tho conflicting intorusts of different provinces uud status. It hab recom¬ 
mended tho formation of a Bengal River and Drainage Board to advise Government 
on rivur training and establishment of hydrological laboratory for tho study of thu 
special problums of tba Bengal Delta. A oigtufiuo aud resettlement scheme has also 
boon suggested fur tho submetgud areas. , 

I’uiiuc Health & IlfllAL BamtAtio.v 

Thu nuxt item of tho programme charged tho Ministry with thu duty of under¬ 
taking measuteH of publio health and rural sauitatioti. Iu tho hudgut fur tho year 
1907-38 tho rural water-supply grant wss iiieroasod from Rs 2 lakhs tu Rs. 3 lakhs 
50 thousand. This year this block grant for this purpose has boon raised to I?&, 7 
and a half lahbs and a Very cotopruhonsivo programme for the solution of tho rural 
water-supply problem baa been undertaken. Government havo also created a 
machinery for spending this grant of Ra. 7 and a half lakhs iu collaboration aud iu 
consultation with tiio local bodies and tho leading residents in tho districts. Adequate 
provision of foods has also beun roado for granting loans to loua! authorities with a 
view to enabling them to tackle this problem in their own way. Tho Ministry 
propose to undertake a comprohonsivo survey of tho whole province iu ordur lo 
ascertain the actual needs regarding water-supply in each district. With this object 
it has boon deoided to create a rural water-supply sub-division under tho Chief 
Engineer, Public Health Department, Bengal, 
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Government have also acoeptod a comprehensive programme for supply of 
drinking water in rural areas whero scarcity prevails and a scheme is being worked 
out. 

The problem of Malaria is undoubtedly the most serious publia health problem 
in this province. Tho normal quinine grant of Its, 1.40.000 was increased by 
Its, fid,00Q in tho budget for 1937-38 making a total of Rs. 2 iakhs. In the budget 
for 1933-39 n total amount of Rs. 4 lakhs has boea provided for free distribution of 
quinine with the ohjeot infer alia of reaching effectively those numerous oases 
which do not coma to tho hospitals and dispensaries. A more effective end popular 
method of distribution is also under tho consideration of tho present Ministry. 

Repeal or Tobacco Tax 

Tho 11th item of the programme enjoined upon tho Ministry tho repeal of tho 
tax on tobacco and taxes on tho necessities of life. The tohaono tax has been 
repealed. There are, practically speaking, no other taxes worth mentioning, on the 
necessities of life imposed by tho Provincial Government. 

Release or Political PaisosT.R.s 

As tho public is well aware the Ministry have steadily pursued a policy of 
gradual release, consistent with public safety, of persons in detention without trial, 
and this process has been considerably accelerated in recent months. When the 
Ministry came into pnwer thoro were 10 persons under restraint under Regulation 
III of iSl8 and 2.0S3 under tho Rongal Criminal law Amendment Act of 1930. At 
the present timo the numbers nvs 0 and 1GS, respectively, and further reductions ore 
being made daily. 

In connection with the terrorist convicts— 

(1) all such prisoners have been repatriated from tho Andamans and brought back 
to Bengal. 

(2) the classification nf all Rttoh prisoners has been reviewed and all Bhadratog 
terrorist prisoners have been re-classified where necessary in Division II. 

{3l clemency in individual cases has been exercised nod 43 tesrorist convicts have 
been prematurely released. 

(4) temporary special jails have been closed down and the prisoners have been 
accommodated in modern cellular accommodation. 

Tho ban has been raised in tho case of 176 associations out of 218 throughout 
the provinco upon which the former Government had imposed a ban. 

The Ministry claim that no other provinco can show a reword such as theirs in 
respect of clemency towards tho persons in jail or under restraint for political 
reasons. Government's critics attempt to ignore tho fact that there was hardlv a 
single "political prisoner” in Bengal other than those who had a direct connection 
with tho violent terrorist movement. The problem of terrorism has been a problem 
peculiar to Bengal, both in its extent, and the number of persons engaged in the 
movement, as well as in tho length of timo for which this canker has boon present 
in the body politic of tho province. For more than 30 years it has been the 
recurrent famor and nowhere else has it constituted a menace of tho same magni¬ 
tude. In rpito of this, releases and relaxations have been on a scale unparalleled 

idsetvhoie. 


Activities of tbe Punjab Government 1937-38 

The Punjab was tho first Provinco to produce a majority party able and willing 
to shoulder tho responsibility of Government under Provincial Autonomy. Eight 
parties, besides a few independent members fought tboir way into tho Legislative 
tsscmblv. The largest of theso was the old National Unionist Party which had been 
"reorganised nndor tho nnroo of tho Punjab Unionist Party on tho eve of the election. 
It emerged from the election contest with a membership of 101 in a Honsa of 175. 
Tho next largest party, the Congress, captured about DO seals in the Boose, Theso 
were the only two parlies which had addressed their appeals to voters of different 
religious commonities, tbo remaining six having practically confined their attention 
to one community or another. Thus the Khaiss National Party and tho Akali Party 
contested Sikh constituencies, ibo former capturing about oaa hall and the tatter 



22-1 PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS AT WORK [ai-rh, 1937— 

one-third of them. Titfl National Progressive Party of nnn-ftgricutturist Hindus 
captured about 15 Hindu constituencies, but later lost a tew of them to tho Congress 
in by-elections. Tho Muslim lasagne, tho Mnjlis-i-Ahrar ami tho Mftjlis-i-ltihnd -i- 
Millat confined their eloclinm'oring io n low Muslim constituencies and emerged 
from tho contest with a membership of two or three each. Thus amidst a medley of 
small parties and groups, the Unionist Party commanded im absolute majority io 
the Legislature. 

After the reaction of d fferent groups of members to the Unionist Ministry's 
actual economic policy had been tested, tho position at the end of tho first IS months 
of Provincial Autonomy appeared to bn that about 1110 members in a total House of 
175 had been consistent in accepting the Ministry's whip. These 120 members inclu¬ 
ded nbout two fifths of the total number of Hindu members and more than one-half 
of the isildi members besides the hulk of the Muslim members and all tho Indian 
Christian, Anglo-Indian and Knropenn members in the House, Prom this point of 
view tho Ministry could well claim to enjoy the confidence of religious minorities in 
this Province to n greater extent than any other Provincial Ministry. 

During this period, tho Congress Opposition was aide to absorb the Akali Party. 

This and the gain of a few scats in by-elections at the expense of tho National 

Progressive Party raised the strength of the Congress Party to 35. Between tho 
120 Ministerialist's and the Congress Opposition thorn appeared to bo about 20 
members unwilling to accept the whip of either party. 

Tho Provincial Governments in India possess certain statutory powet3 of restrict, 
ing tho liberty of individuals without putting them on legal trial. Tho question has 

often been asked: Aro such powers compatible with tho eivil liberty of people V 

Before the inttoduction of Provincial Autonomy this question used to bo answered 
differently by the Unionist Party and by (ho Congress. Tho Congress reply wns an 
emphatic negative. Tho Unionist view tvas that in certain circumstances tho use of 
such powers by tho executive might bo not only compatible with, hut positively 
necessary for, tho preservation of tho civil liberty of society ns a whole. Thus at 
one stage the Unionist Party ia tho old Punjab Legislative Council supported the 
passage of tho Cttmtnal Law Amendment Act which armed (ho executive with such 
powers. This was immediately after a series of terrorist crimes in tho Punjab, 
including an attack on (ho bfo of tho then (Inventor. At a subsequent stage, how¬ 
ever, tho Unionist party opposed—though unsuccessfully—tho ro-onnefroent of this 
law for a period on the plea that tint actual circumstannes of tho province at tho 
time indicated no necessity for llm retention of such powers in the hands of Site 
executive, 

Since the introduction of Provincial Autonomy opinion in Ministerial circles in 
the Congress-governed provinces appears to have veered round to tho Unionist point 
of view wlm-h regards such powers from tho angto of practical necessity rather 
than abstract idoats. No Provincial (loverninont has yet considered it safe to give 
up the powers which it inherited from its predecessors. In tlio Punjab the new 
ftovernmenl, soon nftcr taking nflien found itself confronted with an outhuist of 
subversive activity. Emphasis has been laid in previous chapters on tho easy 
readiness with which tho Punjab on tho wholo minuted itself to tho requirements 
of the new constitution. The process was not, however, wholly freo from ugly 
incidents. Forces of communal fanaticism and of violence were openly or secretly 
set in motion by some of those who, for one reaBon or ftnothor, wanted to embarrass 
the new Government. Tho result was a Beries of eight communnl riots—most of 
them trocea 1 lo to political no less than to communal motives—in various parts of 
the province during the first four months of tho Unionist Oovcrnment's regime. 
These riots resulted in seven deaths. 

In the circumstances the Government was naturally unnbln fo divest itself of 
the special powers which the law gave it for tho purposo of controlling the forces 
of disorder. They were, however, used most sparingly. During tho first t8 months 
of ProvincisI Autonomy action wns taken against 18 persons under the Punjab 
Criminal Law Amendment Ant. In several of theso eases tho Government merely 
ordered certain outsiders, who wero considered to bo creating or planning trouble 
in tho Punjab, to leave the Province, In a few other caves tho movements of the 
persons concerned were temporarily restricted to particular areas. 

At tho same time existing restrictions worn cancelled in alt thoso cases in 
which thu could be done without danger to the place or tho province. On April 1, 
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1937, when tho now Government took office, 30 persons were subject to various 
restrictions imposed on thorn by executive orders. Eight of these wore in jail 
andor Regulation 3 of ISIS. Tho remaining 28 wore subject to less stringent 
restrictions under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, The uuw Government carried 
out a careful examination of nil theso cases nod has from time to time subsequently 
reviewed tho situation with tho result that restrictions woro removed or roiaxod as 
opportunity offered. Five of tho eight prisoners under Regulation 8 of 1818 were 
released ono after another. No fresh cases of imprisonment under this law occurred 
during tho present Government's regime. Similarly, practically all of those who 
had boon restricted under tho Criminal Law Amendment Act wore freed, though it 
was found necessary, as already mentioned, to tnke action against a few others 
under this law. 

The policy of removing or relaxing restrictions was further extended to various 
groups of prisoners who were serving sentence imposed on them by courts Of law. 
The cases of theso prisoners were individually and carefully examined. The 
Government did not concede the demaud that ail so-called political prisoners, 
including those convicted of violent crimes, deserved to bo released forthwith because 
their crimes had proceeded from “patriotm’’ motives. Nor, on the other hand, did 
it refuse to show clemency to a prisoner when it could bo deservedly shown 
without endangering the peace and tranquillity of the Province. Each case was 
decided on its merits. About throe mouths after assuming office the Government 
made a beginning with tho Martin! Law prisoners who woro serving life sentences 
in connection with tho political disturbances of 1919, AH 12 of them were released. 
Later 22 other prisoners who had been convicted in connection with the Babar 
Akali disturbances or other terrorist crimes were released before the expiry of their 
terms of imprisonment. Tho claims of “non-political” prisoners who could find no 
champion in tho Press or on tho platform were not overlooked. A liberal plan was 
adopted of releasing old, infirm or ailing prisoners before the expiry of their 
sentences and by October 1, 1038, about 3(50 of them bad been released. The figure 
rose to 442 by December 15. 

Those measures, of course, affected only n limited number of individuals. Tho 
geooral public was more interested in another realtor to which tho Ministry soon 
devoted their attention, tho corruption nnd potty tyrannies of subordinate officials. 
A sustained effort has been made to safeguard the rights of the people against this 
danger. Tho Premier, Sir Sikaudar liynt Khan, and other Ministers have taken keen 
personal interest in this work. In tha courso of their frequent tours so the country¬ 
side they have tried to impress on members of the public and on local officials all 
that is implied in calling Stato employees “servants” of tho public. In addressing 
the Amritsar Police on August 10 last, the Premier said 

“l also wanted to impress u(K>o yon tho fact that the constitution in the provinces 
has undergone a radical change. Tho old system has been replaced by a Govern¬ 
ment of tlio people, Eu your dealings with tho public you have to keep this cons¬ 
tantly in mind. In the changed circumstances all officers of the Government have 
to regard themselves as the servants of tho public If badoashes denounce you, 
it is a certificate of good work for you; but if good and peaceful citizens find fault 
with yoor behaviour, one will bo justified in suspecting that there is something 
wroug with your work.” 

Apart from propaganda on these linos tho Government issued at an early stage 
a circular to the effect that any complaint of corruption made by five disinterested 
persons against an official would be carefully investigated nml, if found to bo correct, 
would lead to proper punishment for tho offender. During the first year of Pro¬ 
vincial Autonomy punishment, mostly in the form of dismissal from services—in 
some coses accompanied by prosecution in the taw courts—was awarded to 55 
Government servauts. In 5Iarch, 193b, the Government also accepted the principle 
of the demand embodied iu tho following resolution which was moved by a non- 
official member of tho Punjab Legislative Assembly, but was withdrawn after dis¬ 
cussion in view of the sympathetic assurance given by tbu Government;— 

“This Assembly recommends to the Government that all Government employees 
who have completed 25 years of service and whose retention in publio service 
is undesirable on the ground of inefficiency or doubtful honesty should be retired 
compolsorily without any avoidable delay.” 

Later, a conference of departmetifal beads was hold at which proposals for 
removing corruption from publio services were discussed. 

29 
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Addressing a big meeting of poassnts in Lyftllpur on Septmaber 4, 1038, the 
Premier Sir Sikauder Hyat-Khiw, announcod Hint tho following now proposals were 
being considered by liitr' Government with a view to stamping out corruption from 
the publio services :— 

(i) Tho sotting up of a separate anii-corrnption seolion in the Secretariat under 
a special officer to investigate cases of corruption. This section is to serve 
as a central agency to which District oflicers and Departmental Heads 
may be able to refer cases of suspicion for investigation. 

(ii} Iho formulation of a rule similar to Article JU5-A of tlio Civil Service 
Regulations which may be applicable to ail grades of Government servatus 
anil enable Government’ to retire oftioors whose honesty is doubtful. 

(n't) The question of reducing or withholding the pension of a Government 
servant whose reputation bos been unsatisfactory. 

(iv) The constitution periodically ot ad hoc peripatetic boards which may tour 
the various districts of tire province and mttko enquiries regarding the 
reputation of Government servants iu order to report thoso whoso ropututioo 
is unsatisfactory. 

A specially interesting part of this campaign of safeguarding, in actual practice, 
the civil liberties of the people in the Punjab consisted of orders issued by the 
Government, declaring brgar (eluding compulsory labour) an unlawful aet on tho 
part of officials and warning them against this practice. Tim protection given to 
the poorest residents of villages by this order was specially needed by members of 
tho scheduled castes. 

But the new Government has devoted altontion not only to questions of oivii 
liberty, but also to tho imporlunt problem of national liberty. National dufeneo is 
a subject not yet transferred to popular control, but the progress wliioh the country 
has made on tho road towards political freedom has ouoouragod public men iu 
formulating their policies to make provisions for the time when India will bo 
called upon to shoulder tho responsibility of defending herself. The Punjab has 
good reason to expect to provido the bulk of the muu-power of tho Indian Army 
of the present. A narrow provincialism and, perhaps still more, a narrow comma* 
nalism is apt to view this position with jealousy and suspkiiuu and would fain deny 
Punjab its rightful share in the dufeneo of tho country. The Unionist Ministry 
which has the distinction in India of being led by a soldier in tho person of the 
Hon’ble Major fiir Sikaudnr Uyat Khan nua shown rlaeif alive to tins danger. The 
subject has also been constantly pressed on his attention by the martial classes of 
the province. As mentioned above, tho Premier and other Ministers have toured 
the countryside extensively during tho past 18 months. The Premier, iu particular, 
has received numerous addresses of welcome during these tours and one of the 
moat frequent demands contained in tlio&u addi esses hus been for increased oppor¬ 
tunities of military careers for Iho youth of the province. Tho demand emanates 
from the agriculturist classes of all rotigious communities and in every Division of 
tho province. 

Shortly after assuming office tho Ministry founded 45 scholarships, costing Rs. 
33.0U0 a year, bi help thu sous of martial families jq the Province to receive higher 
military education in the Indian Military Academy und tho Prioco of Wales Royal 
Indian Military College of Debra Dun. Addressing the roumbora of tho Lyalipur 
District Soldiers Hoard ou September 3, 1938, tho Premier announcod that, if circums¬ 
tances permuted, he would like to increase expenditure on this Bcherno and that 
he bad also been corresponding with the Oovurtimont of India with a view to 
seoariog similar concessions Irom that Government for tho sons of martial families 
in the Punjab. 

Further, tho Governmont took stops to chock thu campaign of propaganda whioh 
certain people were found to be carrying ou In tho villages of the Punjab against 
recruitment m tho Army. Tho movement resulted in thu Indian Army Recruitment 
Dill which was passed by the Central Legislature in Baptember last, aud had tho 
support of the Punjab Government. 

Historically associated with the Ideal of Liberty is that of Fraternity, To 
this country the ideal of Fraternity in the sense of inter-communal good¬ 
will and harmony, has a Bpecial claim ou thu attention of statesmen, which 
haa wen folly and frequently recognised by the Punjab Government. In the 
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public sfatoment which tho Premier made on behalf of hia Cabinet oo April 1, 1037, 
a strong appeal was made to ihu Press and tho Public at largo to help tho Govern¬ 
ment io dispelling communal ill-will. It has already been noticed that the response 
to this appeal was not as universal as it might nave boon. Factious quarrels So 
certain political camps, rivalries between certain communal organisations and the 
ambitions of unscrupulous biddors for popular leadership woru among the factors 
which militated directly or indirectly against the success of the appeal and produced 
a disastrous effect on the communal situation. Undaunted by these obstacles the 
Ministry continued to strive in the cause of inter-communal goodwill and harmony. 
A sustained effort was made to inspire confidence among religious minorities and 
produce among them a sense of goodwill towards the majority community. The 
composition of the Ministry was itself a gesture of goodwill, 'ft was followed up 
by an important statement which tho Premier made when tho Congress sought an 
assuraoco from the Governors that they would not make use of the special powers 
conferred on litem by the Government of India Act of 1935 Sir Stkandar Hyat- 
Ehan declaiod that tbo demand for such an assurance was partioula-ly unfair to 
minority ooraronnitk-s in various provinces and that the Ministries should rather 
themselves conduct their adminiatution so as to allow no occasion to arise for a 
Governor to intervene in the interests of an aggrieved minority. 

Two other iroporlaut instances of similar gestures on the part of the Premier 
to tho minorities may be mentioned. One wa3 tho part which he played in securing 
a happy end of the controversy which arose in the Punjab over the Government of 
India's schema of constructing a big abattoir near Lahore, The other was his firm 
opposition to a legislative proposal initiated by a Muslim member of tho Punjab 
Legislative Assembly for tho purpose of restoring the disputed sito of the demolished 
mosque of toimliiJgunj to Muslims. lo the course of an important statement which 
be made ou the subject to the Legislative Assembly on March Iff, 1933, the Premier 
said “Thu Mussulmans of the Punjab owe a special re-ponsibiiity not only to the 
minorities in the Punjab, but also to their own co-religionists who constitute 
minorities iu other provinces. No far-sighted or pa'riotio Mussalmao can in these 
circumstances permit his communily in the Punjab to take any unreasonable step 
against the minorities which, if similarly applied by non-musiim majorities in other 
provinces against the minorities there, would jeopardise the fundamental rights and 
position of the Muslims there/’ Concluding this statement he said : “The issues 
before ns aro grave aud call for the most anxious and careful consideration from 
all concerned, A just and satisfactory solution of the problem, honourable to all 
concerned, is not impossible aud 1 would earnestly appeal to all patriotic persons, 
including the representatives of tbo Press, to betp us to bring it about by eroatiog 
the proper atmosphere in the province.” 

A more direct approach to the problem of inter-communal unity was attempted 
by tho Premier in July, 1937, when be convened a “Unity Conference” of the 
leaders of different religious communities. The sub-committees of the conference 
examined various questions which have occasioned intercommunal strife in the past 
and roado valuable recommendations for their solution. Owing however to adverse 
developments in the politico-communal situation the decision of these difficult 
problems has had to await a more favourable atmosphere. 

Another step which tho Government took to discourage inter-oommunat 
controversies was the adoption of a general policy of refusing to answer on the 
Uoor of tho Legislative Assembly questions raising communal issues. 

It must be admitted that these efforts in the cause of communal harmony have 
not yet been crowned with any large measure of success. It was unfortunately 
believed in certain quarters that a sharp cleavage between different communities on 
religious issues could most effectively embarass the present Government. The only 
consoling featuro of the review is that, following the series of communal riots 
during tho first throe or four months of the Unionist regime, the situation has 
remained more peaceful, even though it has not been entirely free from ugly 
communal incidents. 

Under the heading of “Special Help for the Weak" may be grouped a series of 
important measures adopted by the new Government in the interests of (l) agricul¬ 
turist debtors aoi (Sj members of the scheduled castes. 

Among measures intended to help agriculturist debtors may be mentioned 
the following ;— 
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(1) Constitution of Debt Condliatinn Hoards.— Tho Punjub Roliof nf Indebted¬ 
ness Act passed by the old Punjab legislative Council contained provisions for the 

tioivn of tfohte through tho of l>i’ht Con«*H«ti»m Boards Fiv*» fc'ieh 

IfoArds had already heon constituted us nn experimental measure btdore the present 
Ministry assumed office. During the first year of I’rovinmal Autonomy their number 
was doubled and during tho ourron i year stops have been taken to raise the 
number to 30, Every district, with tlm exception of Simla, now bus a Debt 
Conciliation Board, and the Jilting district has two. 

(2) .Voti/fra tion under section 6t of the Civil Procedure Coda, —Tho powers 
vested in tho local Government by section 01 of the Civil Procedure Code wore 
exercised for the first time by tho present Ministry, mid u notification was issued 
exempting the whole of Iho fodder crop of on agriculturist debtor and a eortaia 
projiortion of tho yield of his groin crops from attachment in execution of 
civil decrees. 

(3) The Punjab Alienation of Land Amendment Act. —This law, sponsored by 

tho now Government and passed by tho Legislature, prevents a mortgagee or lessen 
of agricultural lain! from committing any not which might destroy or permanently 

injury tiio valuo of tho fand for purposes of agriculture, except when tho owner 
agrees to tho commission of such an act and this is attested by a Revenue Officer. 
It further provides that, when there are more orders than one from a court 

directing tho tomporary alienation of land of an agriculturist, tho total period of 

alienation under these orders shall not exoeed a maximum period of 20 years, 

fit) The Debtors' Protection Amendment Bill, -It Was found that tho benefits 

conferred hy tho previously passed Debtors' Protection Act on ngrjuiilfurist debtors 
were lost to them when a law court placed an Official Receiver in charge of their 
hinds. ‘J’tie Punjab Debtors' Protection Amendment Bill was, therefore, passed to 
make It clear that no money decree should lie executed by tho appointment of ft 
Receiver of an agriculturist's land or its produce. Thu Dill had not received the 
assent of Bib Excellency tho Governor by Ootobor 1,19118, 

(5) The Punjab Alienation of Land Second Amendment Bill. —As already 
explained (he Alienation of Land Act, which iiitu been in force ill the Punjab since 
1901, prevents a member of an agriculturist tribe from alienating his land perma¬ 
nently in favour of a person who ih net a room (tor nf such a tribe. A common 
form of evasion was for non-agriculturist purchasers to use the names of their 
agriculturist friends for the Purpose of acquiring tlio lands of others agriculturists. 
In such transactions tho land was nominally transferred by one agriculturist to 
another; but tlio buyer whose name appeared in tho odium! records was only a dummy 
under whoso cover a non-agriculturist enjoyed the actual possession of the land and 
its income. Inquiries wore mode about the extunt to which traiiBSOtionB of this 
kind, known as ben ami transfers of land, had taken place and it was calculated that 
properties worth several erorns of rupees had passed in this way from agriculturists 
to non-agriculturists. Tim Ministry therefore sponsored a law which declared all 
bon.uni transfers of agricultural land to be null and void and entitled tho original owners 
or their heirs and successors to recover Umir lands, in aorac cases, after paying 
compensation to tho buyer and in other cases witliont paying it This Bill, having 
beta paused by tho Legislative Assembly, was awaiting the usseut of ills Excellency 
the Governor-General at the close of the puriud under rbviow. 

<fi) The Punjab Restitution nf Mortgaged Lands Art, —This law is intended 
to help those whoso lands, having been mortgaged a long timu ago, have yieldud 
mere than adequate profit to Iho mortgagees. It provides that it a mortgage waa 
effected before Juno 8, 1005, and still subsists, Iho mortgagor or bis heir or ussignoe 
may apply for the extinction of tho mortgage and the restoration of thu land to him. 
The mortgago is to bo extinguished without any oompoiiHutiou to tho mortgagee, 
if the value of the bonofits already enjoyed by tho mortgagee has equalled or 
exceeded twice Iho amount of mortgage. If the valuo of tho benefits enjoyed by the 
mortgagee bo, however, still less than twice tho amount of the original sum tho 
extinction of the mortgagee will be conditional on the payment of certain compoasa- 
lions to tho mortgage by tho mortgagor. This law has already received the assent 
of His Excellency the Governor. It is expected to provide facilities for 396,738 mort¬ 
gagors to redeem 736,131 acres of mortgaged laud. 

, (7 > Cun job Registration of Money-lenders Act,— This Act is intended to 

check dishonest sud fraudulent practices on the part of money-fenders. It provides 
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that a money-leinlnr will cot ho helped by Saw courts to recover his loans unless he 
is registered and holds a licence to carry on a money-lender's trade. His licence 
may he suspended for such periods as the Collector may decide if he ig found by a 
la* court to have committed certain offences. During the period of the suspension 
of his licence the money-lender will be unable to sue successfully for the recovery 
of his loans except such loans as may he “certified"' by a Commissioner. The Act is 
applicable to all money-lenders including those ag-ienturists who have taken to 
money-lending as a principal or subsidiary business. It has received the assent of 
Li's Excellency the Governor. 

(8) The Punjab Alienation of Land Third Amende ent Act .—This Act is 
intended to protect agriculturist debtors from agriculturist money-lenders. It lavs 
down that, whan an agriculturist has advanced a loan to another agriculturist, Ibo 
debtor shall not alienate his land in favour of the creditor until the debt has been 
repaid and three years have elapsed after the repayment. If, however, the debtor 
and the creditor try to evade this restriction through what may be talk'd a benami 
transfer of land to a third party, the Deputy Commissioner has been empowered to 
cancel the transaction and restore the land to the alienor as in the case of benami 
transfers of land under the Punjab Alienation of Land Second Amendment Bill. 
Tins law has also received the assent of His Excellency the Governor. 

(9) The Punjab Agricultural Produce Marketing Bill .—This measore is intended 
to protect the growers of agricultural commodities, who bring their produce for sale 
in the markets, from various malpractices on the part of shopkeepers aud brokers. 
It was referred to a Select Committee in July, 1938, but had not passed beyond Ibo 
Helect Committee stage by ths end of the period under review. 

Among measures intended to promote the uplift of members of the scheduled 
castes mention has already been made of a csrcnlar issued by the Ministry, warning 
subordinate officials against tho practice of taking begar, Bv means of another 
circular the Ministry declared all publicly owned wells throughout the province to 
be open to all members of the public. This was specially intended to secure to 
members of tho scheduled castes an important right of citizenship which they had 
been denied by custom. 

Tho Ministry further adopted a general policy of nominating at least one 
member of tho scheduled castes to every local body provided that tho numerical 
s'renqth of tbo community within tho area of the local body concerned justified its 
claim to representation. To several Municipal Committees and District Scalds, 
where new elections have taken placo daring tbo past 18 months, members of the 
scheduled castes have already been nominated as members. Instructions have also 
b**en issued to various Departments that special efforts should be made to 
increase tho proportion of members of the scheduled castes in 

public services. Unfortunately these efforts are handicapped by the dearth of 
qualified men among these castes. The situation will, however, improve with the 
spread of education among them. In order to help this process special educational 
facilities have been offered to them. Children belonging to these castes are freely 
admitt-d io all puMio schools. Even private schools, which receives grants-in-ard 
from the Education Department, can refuse Ibem admission only at the risk of 
forfeiting their grants. Primary education is given free and Secondary education 
at half rhp usual rat*-s of fees to students of the scheduled castes. Further, about 
CO Scholarships are reserved for them at various stages of education and in different 
institutions. Two of these aro tenable la the Central Training College, Lahore, and 
s'* more in Arts Colleges, Local Bodies have also been asked to provide scholar¬ 
ships for them in tho Middle classes. In Industrial schools too various stipends, 
which are reserved for the poor, go to tho scheduled castes. 


Activities of the Madras Government 

Tho Congress Ministry in Madras completed one year and sir months of office 
in December 1938. The strength of tbo Congress Party in tho Legislature is 
now 102 out of a total of 215 members in the Assembly and 2S oat of a 
total of 55 io the Council. 

The first important measure that the Ministry put through the Legislature 
after acceptance of office was the Prohibition Act. It was followed by the 
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Agriculturists' Debt Relief Act, a comprehensive legislation designed to relieve 

tho agriculturist of Ilia unbearable load of d<jbt. Tin* remission of land revenue 

aggregating Rs. 75 laths mid tho reduction of grazing funs in Government 

forests by half, wore brought about for tho amelioration of tiio agriculturist. 

Civil Liberty 

Tho Moptah Outrages Act was repealed nud fho release of Mnplah Stale 
prisoners ordered. All the prisoners connected with the Ram pa Fitliuri. the 
Malabar Rebellion, tho S. f. Ry. strike, the Goty Batik Raid Caso, the Madras 

Bomb Casa sad tho Gocanuda Couspiraoy Caso wore released. Tho realisation 
of uncollected fines imposed in respect of political offonuus was suspended. 

Securities deposited by newspapers and presses amounting to Rs. 1 LUO wars 

refunded, 'fho ban imposed on 19 books in Telugu and Tamil and on eight 
films was removed. Retired Government servants wero permitted to become 

members of or to hold office in political organisations and to contest elections 
to local bodies and tho legislature, 182 village officers who were dismissed on 

account of their commotion with the Nou-cu-operatiou or tho Civil Disobedience 
Movements woro restored to tbeir old posts. 

FnoHtBiitatt 

Prohibition was introduced lu Salem district on 1st Oolnbor, 1937, and 

extended to Cbittoor and Curtdnpah Districts on 1st October, 1938. The annual 
loss of rovenuo to tbu Government duo to the enforcement of prohibition 

in tho three districts is Rs. 42 lakhs. Tho reports received from the officers 

in charge of Prohibition work bear ample ovidonuo of tbu enthusiastic co¬ 
operation of tho people in tho carrying out of the objeot of tho Prohibition 

Act and of tho improvement in their material and moral condition owing to 
its introduction. 

Tho cheaper enclosure at tho Guiudy Raao Course has boon closed. The 
Ginning Act is being rovisod with a view to provont ignorant people from 
being led to attend shows and night clubs where gambling is ptovalont in 
the guise of “gomes of skill”. Thu Immoral Trafilo Aot has boon amended 
with a view to penalise persons including relations who make a Jiving out of tho 
earnings of prostitutes. 


Relief of Huiul Inueiiieiisess 

The Agricniiurists Debt Relief Act enmo into forco on (ho 22nd March, 
1938. Tho object of tho Act is to give relief to indebted agriculturists by scaling 
down their existing dobta, reducing tho rate of interest on thmr future debts 
to 6 and one-fourth p.o. per annum and writing off tho arrears of rout duo to 
zsmindars, janrais and other landholders by tho tenants. Debt conciliation board* 
are being sot up in all tho districts to assist in tho soiiting down of debts 
according to tho provisions of tho Act and a sum of Rs. DO lakhs has been set 
apart to bo given as loans to agriculturists to pay off thoir scaled down debts. 

Land rovenuo remissions havo buuu sanctioned to tho extent of tbroo quarters 
of a croro of rupees every year. 

Famine Relief * 

Dim to tho failnro of tho motmoon in 1037 in many parts of tho Bullarv, 
Aoantapnr and Kurnool districts, famine relief works woro started in those districts 
and about one lakh of workers wore employod in the roliuf camps run by Government. 

IntiifiATiON tno Kuwtkicity 

Any irrigation project was not classud by tho previous Governments as pro¬ 
ductive unless the return therefrom reached 6 p.o. on tlio capital outlay. The 
present Govern mont have reduced this percentage to 4 and some of the 
projects which were classified as unproductive formerly aru now being re¬ 
examined with a view to sanction such of them a» would prove remunerative 
under tho new tost. Slops have been taken to accelerate tho building of the 
Tunghabadra prejeut. Negotiations as to the sharing of tho waters of tlio river 
were recently conducted with representatives of tho Government of H. E. 0. the 
Nizam and tho agreement arrived at ia awaiting (ho sanction of the resnec- 
ttve Governments, ‘ 
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Tho supply of power from ilio Pykarn aud tho Mettur hydro-electric systems 
has boon extended to eight districts in the south. Thermal stations at Dezwada 
and Vizagapatam are under construction with a view to supply electric energy 
to the districts in the north. 


Other Measures 

A Joint Committee was constituted by both houses of the Legislates to 
enquire into and report on the conditions prevailing in zemindar! and other proprietory 
areas and to suggest legislation to better tiio lot of the peasants. The report of the 
Committee has boon published and is under consideration of the Government, 

To_improve the quality of livestock, two cattle breeding farms have been opened. 
Tho Veterinary Department has been given additional staff and there has been a 
marked decline in cattle mortality. 

Tho rates of grazing fees in Govornmont forests have been reduced by one half 
throughout the Presidency and the lass of revenue on this account is estimated at 
Rs. 3.07 lakhs per annum. Tho question of supplying green leaf manure at cheap 
rates is under consideration. The commercial possibilities of minor forest products are 
being examined. 

Cottage Industries 

The passing of tho Madras Stato Aid to Industries (Amendment) Act, the Madras 
Sale of Clutb Act, aud the extension of tho Khaddar (Name) Protection Act to this 
Province, and the substantial assistance given to the development of the Khadi indus¬ 
tries, have helped cottage industries. In October last, sanction was accorded to the 
payment of grants amounting to Us. 1,90,42J to the All-ludin Spinners’ Association 
for the development of hand-spinning and Khadi, A separate sum of Rs. 1,32,000 will 
be utilised to help tho handloom industry. Ten apprentices have been soot by 
Government to Wurdha for receiving training in the manufacture of hand-made 
paper and another batch of ten to undergo training in oil pressing at Wardha. 

Orders have been issued requiring Heads of Departments to give preference to 
Indian.made goods in the purchase of articles required for the use of Government 
departments. Local bodies have been permitted to contribute foods towards the 
establishment of an emporium aud a museum for the development of various cottage 
and other industries in the districts. 


Labour 

Since the acceptance of office by the Congress, there aroso as many as 77 labour 
disputes in the Province. The policy of Government in regard to labour disputes is 
to encourage “internal settlements.” It has been made clear that strikes should not be 
resorted to, unless ail other available methods of making repiesentatious had been 
exhausted. Government actively interfered aud brought about settlement of all the 
strikes. As a result, woikers have benefited to a considerable extent by way of 
increased wages and improvement in their conditions of service. 

Harman Ururr 

A sum of Rs. 11.24 lakhs was sot apart to the Budget for providing educational 
facilities, maintenance of hostels and boarding houses for scholars, drinking water 
supply and other amenities to the members of the scheduled classes. Ptovision for 
advancing loans to Harijans has been considerably increased. The poor pupils of tho 
scheduled cla>ses have been exempted from tho payment of fees in all arts colleges. 
5? scheduled class candidates selected by the Public Service Commission were 
appointed to the gazetted and subordinate services of the Government since the 
Congress took up office. District Advisory Boards and a Provincial Advisory Board 
have been constituted to advise the Collectors nod the Commissioner of Labour 
respectively on all matters relating to the uplift of Hanjans. In August last, the 
Civil Disabilities Removal Bill moved by Mr, M. C. Rajah was passed into law with 
the support of tho Government. The Malabar Temple Entry Act has also been passed 
by both houses of legislature. 

Educational Reform 

Steps are being taken to open a training school to prepare teachers for the 
purpose of putting into operation the Wardha scheme ol education. For tine 
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purpose, three selected officers of the Education Department have been deputed ti 
undergo training in the Vidy* Mandir Training Sctninl at Ward ha. Instruction 
have been issued by whir!], in the uni-lingual area*, the regional language will b 
tbe medium of instruction in nil high schools upto and including the sixth forn 
by .Inly, 1910. Hindusthtmi is taught to nil pupils In Ibo 1, II and III Forma o 
125 aceondnry schools in the province. More schools may bo brought into thi 
schema lu tbo course of the present year. 

Pl’KUO HgaLTii 

To provide greater scope to medical practitioners for participating to publi. 
service, ibe system of appointing honorary medical oflicers in Government medic* 
institutions has lieca expanded. The standard of training for nurses and com 
pounders haa been enhanced. Tbo Public Health Hill which is being discussed b* 
the legislature is tbo (Irsl of its kind to be brought forward by a provincm 
Government. The Bill contains provisions for securing a sufficient supply of pur* 
• drinking water, for tho mainieutaucu of proper drainage and tbe prevention ol 
nuisances and infectious d incases. 

Tho opening of d’J new subsidised rural dispensaries and tho nppoiotmenl 
of 1UG additional mid-wives In existing ruriti dispensaries were sanctioned during 
the year. The conditions of employment of medical practitioners iu cbnrgt 
of subsidised rural dispensaries have been improved. 

Villa ok Uelin 

All bifurcated district boards have been amalgamated. Out of 24 district boards 
the president* of 22 district boards arc Congressmen. Nominations to local bodice 
have been abolished and the clcelnrul roll of Ibo Legislallvo Assembly has been 
adopted for elections to local bodies also, thereby considerably widening the franchise 
of the local bodies. 

A separate fund has been eonsiitufed to facilitate thn execution of a comprehen¬ 
sive scheme spread over n pi>riod of ten years to eimure tho supply of pure drinking 
water to every village. The fund has been started with an initial contribution of Rs. 
15 lakhs by Government, 

A seven years programme of mad development has been drawn up by Govern¬ 
ment, costing its. 1IH.GI lakhs. To avoid waste olid In ensure Uniformity of policy. 
District Hoards have been asked to submit a live-year plan regarding improvements 
to their village roads. 

Government have arrang'd for the supply of 250 radio receiver sets to selected 
villages In all districts. 

Pribos Rkvoom 

A comprehensive scheme of Jail delivery was put through last year. The eases of 
prisoners who inn! undergone morn limn half the period of their sentences or live 
years of imprisonment wero examined and 2,100 nl them hnvo been released. The 
remission system which was not previously applicable to prisoners with sentences 
less than six months, has been extended to prisoners, sentenced to rigorous imprison¬ 
ment for three months and above and also to such prisoners sentenced to simple 
imprisonment fsir similar terms, as elect to work. Oil pressing by human labour 
hss been abolished s» a jail task. Butter milk is supplied to all prisoners since August, 
l'J37. Fuller's esrth has been ordered to bo supplied to prisoner* to enable them to 
wash their clothes. Radio sels have been installed in some of tbo jails. Provision has 
been made for the supply of drinking water to prisoners for Itso at night. Orders 
have been passed that “A" nnd “If class prisoners who nrn not literate in English shall 
lie supplied nt their enst with certain newspapers in Indian languages, Thu employ¬ 
ment of women warders to guard and escort women prisoners admitted to jails arid 
sub-jails has been sanctioned, Facilities are now given to Muslim prisoners to .say 
prayer* four times a day. In each district, two members of tho Legislature have 
been appointed os nnn-ofllciai v si tors to jails. 

Vigorous economy Is being effected in all tho department* of Government. Tho 
salaries of now entrants and promoters of the provincial and subordinate services 
wero subjected to a graded cut ranging from 5 to 3) per cent. Tho abolition of 
tho Biimmor move of Government to tho hills ha* resulted ia a saving of lis, 5U,OGO 
per annum. Reduction in tho travelling allowances of Ministers, restriction of 
unnecessary transfer of officer* and the abolition of many suporlluous posts aru 
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sorao of tho othor moasnros of economy adopted by this Government. The provisions 
io tho Budget for Jtti8*39 exceed those in tho year 1936-37 by Rs. 5 and a half 
lakhs nndar education, by Rs. 5 lakhs under medical relief, by Rs. 20 lakhs under 
Poblio Hoalth and Rural Water Supply, by Rs. 4 lakhs under Agriculture, Veterinary 
and Co-operative Credit and by Rs, 4 and a half lakhs under Industries, 

It lias boon tho oarnost endeavour of tho Ministry to develop in the permanent 
services a missionary spirit to work for the people. Close touch has bean established 
between tho members of tho Legislature and the g.izatted officers in the various 
districts by tho holding of district couforoiico9 at which local officials and legislators 
moat and disouss problems and formulate prog rammc3 of rural welfare and local 
administration. 


Activities of the Bombay Government 

The Congress Ministry in Bomba? com ploted its 18 months of office on 19th 
January, 1939, Thoy accepted office on July 19, 1937, when their Party strength in 
the Lower Uousa was 80 out of a total of 175 and in the Upper House, 13 out of 
39, To-day their Party strength in the Lower House ts & whilo la tho Upper 
House it is 14, 

On taking office, tho Ministry took evocative action with a view to ameliorate the 
lot of tho agriculturists. They ordered the abolition of grazing fees at a cost to 
Government of 0 and a half lakhs of rupees annually. Tho remission of land 
revenue given that year amounted to 10 lakhs, while a provision of 10 lakha was 
made for village water supply during tho yoar. Rs. 1,50,000 bad been allotted for 
encouraging cottage industries whilo Rs. 40,000 wore specially provided for tho 
advancement of education among tho Buriiins. This was apart from a provision of 
Rs. 10,000 for physical culture and Rs. 10,000 for adult education. 

A provision of Rs. 10 lakhs for tho improvement of village water Bupply has 
been distributed among tho Revenue divisions according to i oeds. 

Special instructions have boon issued to seeuro tho froo enjoyment of public Wolls 
and tanks by tho ilarijans on tho same terms os persons belonging to other 
communities. 

Tho concession regarding tho private manufacture and collection of salt granted 
under the Delhi Pact"has boon restore 1 by the Qovcrnmout of India at the instance 
of the Bombay Government to those areas where, on occount of abuse, it had boon 
cancelled. 

Cine Ltbeim t 

Ono of tho first tasks of tho Congress Qovo rnment was to reviso or rescind 
numerous ordera issued by the former Governments under tho emergency aod other 
laws in the course of thoir struggle with tho Congress. Orders regarding deposit of 
securities by nowspapors and printing presses were oancollad, resulting in the 
refund of securities amounting to Rs 23,w0, anl tho withdrawal of notices demand¬ 
ing securities of about Rs. 01,(XX). Government lifted tho ban on 332 associations, 
including those reported to have commuoistio tendencies, declared unlawful under 
tho Criminal Law Amendment Act. Tho ban on certain types of literature and 
many forfeited publications was removed. Restrictions imposed on 26 films oonnected 
with Mahatma Gandhi’s activities woro cancelled, as also ihe ban on the film “Pandit 
Jawaharlal’s Message”. Restrictions placed on certain newspapers with regard to 
receiving Government advertisements were removed. Never did the press and 
platform onjoy so mooli freedom as since tho Congress took office. 

In only ono solitary instance has it been found nocoss ary to demand seenrity 
under the Indian Press Emergency Powers Act from a Bomb ay paper, and this Was 
for scurrillons writings on communal nil lira. In this connection it may ba stated 
that within a few days after taking office, the Ministry issued a severe warning to 
eommnnalists who woro plainly told that Gjvornmint would take every stop to 
prevent the dissemination of communal hatred and of ideas involving violence. The 
effect of this warning was most noticeable, and the tone of certain sections of tho 
press definitely improved, 
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Bass Removed : Laws Repealed 

Movablo and immovablo properties (still in the possossioa, nnd the salo proceeds 
if sni.j) forfeited by the Uovornraont unitor Ordinances ami Oriminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act wore ordered to ho returned to their original owners or their heirs. A 
few days after the Ministry’s Inking olliao Ihuro was not a single political prisoner, 
convicted boforo tho present Ministry onrao into fiowor, loft in tho Provincial jails 
iter was a single order issued under the Emergency Lavrs loft unresoindod. Tho 
Bombay Special (Emergency) Powers Act. 1932, was ropoale*!. 

Orders wore issued for the restoration of arms licenses which were eanoolied or 
not renewed for participation in tho Civil Disobedience Movement and for tho 
return of forfeited arras. Orders worn also issued that participation in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement or oilier Congress activities should not be regarded as 
disqualification fur service ns kulkarni, patil or inferior village servants nnd those 
village servants who lost their posts owing to such participation should bo 
re-appointed at tho first opportunity. 

Forfeited Lands Bill 

Both tho chambers of Legislature passed a Bill authorising tho Oovornmnnt to 
repurchase tho lauds confiscated during tho Civil Disobedience Movement and return 
tho sumo to tho original owners or their hosts without occupancy charges. 

The policy of releasing communal riot prisoners who Imd undergone a considera¬ 
ble term of imprisonment was tried with success. 

Special instructions were issued to Government ollioers impressing upon them tho 
need for elosor contact between themselves and tho public. Tho necessity for 
UovernmuDt olHccrs to tront members of tho public approaching them on business 
with courtesy and promptitude was strongly emphasised by the Ministry in a 
circular letter. 


Remissions And Revisions 

Government issuod orders a few months after Inking office that authorised arrears 
of revenue outstanding uu July ill, 1930, should ho remitted. Authorised arrears 
consist of land revenue which is not collected in t ho year and which falls due 
owing to poor crops. 

Government have framed a programme of revision of land rovenuo system nnd 
other moosuros affecting tho rural economy and will shortly introduce as a first 
instalment a Bill to govern the settlement of Juml revenue and provide security for 
tenants and another Bill to provido for the conciliation of dubbt. The Tenancy Bill 
has boon introduced. Government have passed an emergency measure to protect tho 
interests of tho small holders in tint 1’rovincn, This measure gives a Bort of a 
moratorium to the small agriculturist for a period of one year up to April 1, 1939. 

Executive orders wore issued with a view to restrict as much as possible tho 
eviction of land-holders for failure to pay Uovot nrnont duos and sums recoverable 
as land rovoouo arrears. 


Education 

la the matter of education, the policy of tho Ministry Imd boon to ovoivo a truly 
national system of education ami with this nnd in view, schemes ore lining devised 
for reform in every branch of the educational system of 'this Province. The l’rimary 
Education Act, 1923 has boon overhauled through a Bill with a view to remedy 
sorao of the glaring deloots in tho machinery of primary education. Tho 
cow Act makes bettor provision for tho management and control of primary schools. 
Government decided to give Bpocial onconiugeraout to persons and associations to 
start voluntary schools in as many villages as possible. J/ical Boards are also being 
encouraged to start schools in villages with a population of 1,003 and over whore 
there are no schools at present. With a view to make physical education compulsory 
for all children, a Board of Physical Education has been constituted to advise 
Government on ail matters pertaining to tho question. 

A Training Institute for Physical Elueation which will train 100 graduate 
teachers annually haa been recently started at Kaudivli. 

Vocational Thassino 

Oovoroment proposo shortly to appoint a Board of Vocational Training to advise 
Government as to the boat method of implementing tho various recommendations 
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made by the Vocational Training committee. A Special Officer has been appointed to 
exercise tho work in connection with iho initiation and development as an experi¬ 
mental measure of Iho IVardba Scheme. 

Government have appointed a Board of Adult Education in pursuance of the 
recommendations of the Adult Education Committeo to adviso and posh on a throe- 
year programme of tho gradual removal of adult illiteracy in Ibis Province. 

Special altoniinn is boing paid to the spread of education amongst Muhammadans 
and Backward Classes including tho Harijans. 

Grants for the education of Iho Backward Classes as a whole including Harijans, 
amounted to Its, 66.000 during tho pre-Congress period. During this year it will 
amount to Rs. 1,10,003. Over 60 per cent, of those grants will actually go for tho 
benefit of Harijan education. An additional provision of Rs. 50,000 has boon made 
daring tho current year fur tho education of Intermediate Classes and Muhammadans, 
Rs. 16,500 of which will go for the education of Muhammadan girls alone. 

In pursuance of their policy of relieving unemployment among tho educated classes 
Government have started an apprentice scheme under which boys who have studied 
up to tho matriculation aro being admitted to as apprentices in textile milts and 
other industrial concerns in Bombay and Ahmodabad, arrangements for their 
theoretical training boing made at Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, Bombay, and 
the R. C. Technical Institute, Ahmodabad. 

Attempts aro being made to introduce tho study of Hindustani in primary and 
secondary schools and Government propose to assist associations and bodies engaged 
in promoting the spread of tho study of Iliudastaui in tho Province. 

PnourwTio.v Scheme 

In pursuance of their prohibition policy Government introduced prohibition policy 
in tbreo rural areas in tho Province. Ahmodabad city &Dd cantonment and 27 villages 
around Ahraednhud and its suburbs have boon declared to be dry areas where tho 
retail sale to the public of country liquor, toddy and foreign liquor including spirits, 
wines and beer have been stopped. 

Government hnvo ordered all excise shops in tho town and Island of Bombay 
to bo closed on tho monthly pay day. Apart from this Government have closed down 
sinco April 1038, Sf'5 country spirit shops, 507 toddy shops and booths, 60 hemp 
drug shops. 72 opium shops and 11 liquor Ahops at a sacrifice of revenue of nearly 
5 lakhs, Ils. 40,000 have been sanctioned for prohibition propaganda during the year. 

Mepiou. Relies 

Considerable importance is being attached to the question of medical relief to tho 
papulation in tho rural areas. Government have sanctioned two important schemes in 
this connection. The first one is subsidised medical practitioners in tho villages. 
Recently Government sanctioned 161 centres to different parts of the Province. Tho 
subsidy will be given to Aiiopathio, Ayarvedio aod Unant medical practitioners who 
will undertake to work in tho rural area. 

Tho second scheme provides for the appointment of four additional qualified nurses 
or midwives in each of the 19 districts of this Province, excepting tho Bombay 
Suburban District The nurses and midwives employed under the scheme may either 
bo attached to tho District Local Board dispensaries, or allowed to settle aud work iu 
a group of villages like the subsidised medical practitioners. 

Labour 

Id pursuance ol their labour policy. Government appointed tho Bombay Textile 
Labour Inquiry Committee. As a result of its interim recommendations, the textilo 
workers in tho Province aie repotted to have benefited to the extent of nearly a croro 
of rupees annually. Tho detailed inquiry hv tho Committeo is sow proceeding aud its 
report is expected to bo ready by tho middle of 1939. 

The hours aud conditions of work in non-industrial concerns will foim the subject 
of a Bill to be shortly introduced in the Legislature, 

An important measure for the peaceful and amicable settlement of industrial 
disputes has been passed by boib Iho Chnmlors of the Bombay Legislature, Its 
provisions make it compulsory for tho employer as welt as the employees to resort 
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to methods of conciliation and arbitration boforo they resort to cillior a strike or a 
lock-out. 

Government have provided ooo lakb of rupees for labour welfare work during the 
year in industrial coutres such as Bombay, Ahmodabad and ttholapur. 

Touch 

The Police bavo boon specially instruotod to perform their duties in a spirit of 
soivice to tho public and to keep llio ring clear fur legitimate freedom of speech and 
net ion. They havo been told not to causu annoyance to any one when collecting in¬ 
formation regarding political activities. 

Tho rc-organisntion of cerlain sections of tho Pofioo Foreo is undor tho considera¬ 
tion of Government. Government aro examining the quosiiou whotbor tho conditions 
of service affecting Europeans and Indians in tho subordinate ranks of tho Bombay 
City Polico be modified so as to eliminate tho difference between sergeants and etib- 
iaspoctors. 

Government havo introduced sovoral reforms with a view to improve tho lot of 
prisoners In Provincial jails and aro considering an extensive ro-organisatiou of tho 
jail system. 

The policy regarding tho criminal tribes in the Provinco will bo revised and 
Government are awaiting tho report of the committee which weut into the question, 

Local Self-Government 

OovernmoDt through legislative monsures havo introduced radical changes iu tho 
constitution of local bodies, and havo sought to liberalise their administration. By 
various legislative measures they have abolished nominations to local bodies and have 
introduced joint elwtoratf's with reservation of seats for curtain minorities, besides 
widening the franchise, These bills provide for uti optional clause which gives the 
liberty to tho Muhammadans in o constituency to decide in favour of a juitit electorate. 
Tho introduction of the Pnnoliaynt system iu the villages is contemplated and a bill, 
having passed through tho First reading, is being considered by a seleut committee. 

By another measure Government havo decided to iulrocuco adult franohisu for 
elections to the Bombay Municipal Corporation fioni 10*12 onwards. This meusuro 
abolishes nominations, and extend the terms of thu Corpuiatiou from 3 to 4 yeais. 

Other Measures 

The Bombay Medical Praotilionais Bill is intended to provide for tho rogistiution 
of such indigenous medical practitioners as havo had a full scieutdio training in tho 
Ayurvedie and Unani systems of medicine and to protect tlio public from tho 
activities of unoduuatod and half-educated quacks of all systems of modicino. 

Government havo already introduued a bill to regulate and control tho monoy- 
ionding business in tho Provinco of Bombay, Tho meusuro is ut present being 
considered by a select committee. 

A measure seeking to remove tho disabilities of Harijans as regards tomplo outry 
has been passed. This is aa enabling Aot which removes all dillioultiea in tho day of 
those trustees of public temples who aro convinced of tlio justice of tho claim of 
llarijiins to malo use of Hindu public temples and who dostru to open tho temples 
oador their control to Hurijaus. 

Government havo notified that hotel keepers will not bo issued licenses in future, 
if they refuse admission to Harijans and that the current licenses aro liable to bo 
cancelled, if it is brought to the notieo of Ooveiumout that they roluso admittance 
to Harijans, 

Another significant moasuro— tho first of Its kind in tho country—is tho Bombay 
Probation of uffooders Act which seeks to enlarge tho provisions of the Criminal 
l roccduro Code, for tho release on probation of offenders and to provide particularly 
for the supervision of cortain offenders by a Probation Officer named by tho Court, 
tho ru'ral^eo!. 1 ^ aV ° 8t P rl ' 80nt OQ l )aa d a Bcltemo for supplying cheap electricity to 

A scheme of co-operative markotting forms part of a measure for improving tho 
economic conditions of tho farmers in tho Province and is under tho consideration 
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Activities of the U. P. Government 

Tho Unilei Provinces of Agra and Oudh came unJcr the Congress rnlo along wilh 
Tito other provinces, namely, Bombay, Madras. C. P., Bihar and Orissa, in 
tho month of July, 1937. And during these nineteen months of their office the 
Congress Government have taken various measures to improve the lot of the people 
and prepare them for tho coming fight for Puma Swaraj, consistently with the 
declared policy of tho Congress. Notwithstanding the limitations imposed on tho 
Ministers by tho constitution, theirs has been a record of continual progress in all 
departments of national life as has never been witnessed before. They have changed 
tho outlook of both people and Government officials. Tho former now look npon tho 
Government as their own which is rna in their interest. The latter cow feel that 
they are tho servants of tho people and not their masters. Tho Police which under 
tho former regime were a terror to tho people, are now thoir helpmates ever ready 
to help them in the solution of their difficulties. Tho National Flag is no longer "a 
taboo. In lact, it is now being hoisted over all public buildings in tho Province. 

Tho first thing which tho present Ministry did on assuming the reins of Govern¬ 
ment was to recognise tho principle of tho freedom of press and in pursuance of the 
policy of impartiality in tho matter, they abolished tho existing discrimination against 
tho press for its political opinions. Since then they have been showing tolerance in 
circumstances which might bo considered to call for strict action against those who 
have not respected tho obligations which Iho liberty of the press implies. Not only 
has the Press Act been not applied to any single case so far, but no action has been 
taken against any paper under Section 12-i-A. 

Since tho last session of tho Congress tho Government have removed ban from a 
good number of books of political nature. The ban has also been lifted from the 
Prem Mahavtdyalaya of Brindaban which was declared to bo an unlawful association 
in 1932, The property of tho Vidyalaya which was founded by Raja Mabeodra 
Pratap has now been restored to a board of trustees who have been appointed to 
administer tho institution. Government have issued orders for the rofund of the 
funds of Iho Congress organisations of the Province which were forfeited during 
the last Civil Disobedience Movement. Tho question of restoring Gees imposed on 
Congress workers in the course of judicial proceedings during that movement is also 
under the consideration of tho Government. The results of all these measures have 
been the intensification of Congress activities in tho Province whose contribution to 
the struggle for freedom conducted by the Congress has been very considerable 
in the past. 


Rerun Rsoosstbcctios 

The real India lives in villages. So, if the independence of the country is to be 
achieved our villages are to be improved and the teeming millions inhabiting them 
are to be uplifted so that tbev might bo able to contribute their due share to the 
strnggle for freelom when called upon to do so. So, immediately on assumption of 
office, tho Government applied themselves to the all important task of rural recons¬ 
truction. For rebuilding the social, cultural and economic life of rural areas. 
Government have selected for intensive work about 20 centres in each district, each 
centre comprising 20-30 villages and placed iu charge of an organiser who is to act 
as the friend, guide and philosopher of tho inhabitants of his contro. He is to 
awaken and arouse the people from the present inertia, to convince them that they 
can improve their lot by their own efforts and galvanise them into action. The 
organiser is expected to complete bis task in three or foar years. The work of the 
organisers in a district is controlled by the District Association which consists of 
public spirited rural development workers of tho locality. The association has a small 
executive committee. Funds have boon allotted to these associations which they are to 
spend in villages selected for rural development in accordance with tho direction given 
by Government. The various nation-building departments have been so reorganised as 
to enable them to discharge their responsibilities and functions adequately in the 
villages selected for rural development. 

In order to effect economy in tho cost of administration and spend the amount 
thus saved for national building purposes Government have decided to reduce to the 
scales of pay for provincial Specialist and Subordinate services and issued a general 
warning on the 1st July, 1938 that all now entrants to Government services from 
that dale would draw the reduced rates of pay. Reduced scales have alxaady been 
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prescribod in tho case of gazetted services and oonsiderabla progress has been niado 
with tlio work of revising tho scabs for non-gazetted services. 

Economy Measures 

In order to accelerate tho realisation of financial advantago from now scales of 
pay as well ns to relievo to somo extent unemployment amongst educated yonng men, 
the ago of compulsory retirement for ministerial government servants has been 
lowered from 60 years to 55 years. 

Tho rates of travelling allowance havo boon reduced by tho present Government 
by about 10 pnr cent on an average in November 1937 and as a furtlior stop iu 
Hint direction the basis of classification of members of tho Provincial services for 
the purposes of travelling allowance has since been changed. Apart from depart¬ 
mental action, an Economy Committee consisting of somo members of tho Assembly 
is at work _ exploring tho imssibilitics of economy and retrenchment in tho whole 
field of provincial administration. A number of economies havo alruady been effected 
ns a result of tho preliminary recommendations of this Committee. 

A NTf-connuenoN Drive 

With a view to cheeking corruption in services, tho Government have sot up nn 
Anti-Cornsidion department which is tho first of its kind iu any I’roviuco. The 
duties of tho department aro :— 

(u) Examination of comtdninls rouoivod by Government iu tho various depart¬ 
ments concerning bribery and corruption aod racommondaltoa regarding action to 
bo taken in respect of them ; 

(b) Making inquiry into tho conduot of rmblio servants who aro on good grounds 
suspected of being corrupt which Government may order. 

Other Measures 

In November last a press note was issued by Government regarding free ami 
unfettered uso by members of scheduled oostes as well as all other communities of 
nil public property such os pnblio highways, public wells, public parks and public 
buildings, which may bo open to tho publio, 

Tho tenanoy laws io tho United Provinces aro unjust and very much harsh in 
their operation. It is thoroforo, no wonder that tho province bIioum Imvo boon tho 
scene of frequent agrarian troubles during tho lust dooido. Tho Government iu 
order to make on equitablo adjustment of the rtdutiotia between tho ryot and the 
zemindar sot up a tenancy and Laud Rovomto Committee which concluded its 
ik'liherations in April last, On tliu basis of tho suggestions mado by it flovorirmont 
formulated certain proposals for tenanoy and land rovouuo reform, Tho main 
proposals regarding tooanoy reform wuro incorporated in tho United Provinces 
Tenancy Hill which was introduced in tho Provincial J-ogislutivo Assembly on 20;h 
April, 1938 and is now being considered by it along with tho report of tho Select 
Committee. To implement Government's proposals regarding land revenue and other 
matters such as tho improvement of village roads, tiro acquisition of land for 
extension of village sites to ooahlo tenants to build or extend houses, tiro extension 
of pasture land, fodder, gross and fuel reserves, reclamation of wasto and fallow 
land, provontion of fragmentation, consolidation of holdipgs, oio., fhtoo or four biils 
aro rn tiro course ol preparation. 


Rooal Indebtedness 


Tho Export Committee on rural indobtodness which was appointed lo oxamino 
proposals for relieving rural indobtodness and for amending tho oxistiog Debt Acts 
has submitted its report and it is under the consideration of Government As soon 
as uovornmont havo como lo a final decision in tho matter tho requisite Hills will 
t-o prepared for introduction io tho Provincial legislature. In the meantime, how- 
t' vor >. Government havo Introduced a Hill to effoot curtain amendments to the United 
■ rr ? v J nvcli Encumbered Estates Act, 1931, which experience of the working of tho 
Act has shown to bo necessary. b 


nrnhVULn^f.rL/^T 1®??' l!l0 Government accepted the policy of adopting 

prohibition gradually throughout tho province which till tho full goal of prohibition 

J0 aooo ®J»» n, «d , wit!l Bttoh moasuros oa arc oonduclva to a general 

token io folIowiDg D st U eps :- mto! ' soaDt8 « Ia P ursuaoc ° of this policy they have 
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0) Total prohibition bat boos introduced in the districts of Etah and Mainpuri 
witli effect from 1st April, 1938. 

(is) Tho number of excise shops in the remainder of the provinco have been 
roiucod by about 25 per cent. 

(lii) The retail sale price for each kind of intoxicant has boon fixed at a loroi 
substantially higliar than (list ruling at the timo. 

(ivi Tho majority of shops tn tho districts of Jaunpur, Bijoor, Allahabad and 
Lucknow liavn been taken up for direct management by the Excise Department 
through its own paid agency, and at the State-managed shops there is to be no con¬ 
sumption of tho premises, 

<v) Tbo respective conditions of tho iiconses for iittie vend such as thoso 
relating to the hours within which the sale ia permitted tho maximum quantities to 
bo sold to individuals etc., have boon rigidly enforced. 

(vi) Temperance propaganda has boon organised throughout tho province and in 
particular in tho two districts where prohibition has been introduced. 

As a result of these stops tho consumption of tho various excisable intoxicants 
is reported to have greatly declined. Tho rate of tbo fall of consumption of different 
intoxicant varies ; it is most marked in the caso of country liquor, the consumption 
of which in some places has gone down by more than 40-50 per cent. Although it 
is true to semo extent that those stringent measures have increased illicit supplies 
of intoxicants, yot there is no doubt about tho fact that tomporaoco has made vary 
considerable headway ; addicts ore consuming loss and thoso who aro not addicted 
arc gradually giving up tho uso of intoxicants. Tho anticipated loss in revenue is 
expected to bo more titan 20 lakhs, 

Tho fundamental basis of tho ontiro organization of rural development activities 
is tho Bettor laving Society which is being organized in each villago. Tho object 
of tho Society is tn promote tho moral and economic interests of its members and 
more particularly to inculcate habits of saving and thrift, to prevent extravagance, 
to avoid frivolous and unnecessary litigation and to sottlo disputos locally, to take 
stops for better agriculture, to improve tho brood and the condition of tho cattle, 
to develop the uso of improved agricultural implements, to improve cottago indus¬ 
tries, to msko arrangements for education, to encourage games and recreation, to 
inculcato cleanliness and sanitation, ote. Tho Co-operative Department is giving such 
assistance and is needed to tho villago organizations in soiling up these societies. 

Cottage IsrosiRV 

In tho industrial field the main effort of tho present Government has been to 
develop cottago industries. A detailed scheme costing Its. 2,00,000 for tho 
development of industries in village ureas has been generally approved by the 
Provincial Rural Development Ifoard. Eight surveyors have been appointed and 
surveys arc in progress in respect of the following industries with a view to 
obtaining adequate information and data on which to bass further action : 

Agriculture and hosiery. 

Tat patties, ropes, ban and mats. 

Toys and ornamental pottery. 

Glass and iron articles made by villages. 

Village leather working and tanning, bankets, eanc furniture, chirks. 

Ghee, oils and soaps. 

Village carpentry. 

Io the meantime, however, certain other industries have already been taken 
up for development and considerable progress has been made. The problem is 
twofold, viz. first to improve the quality of articles made and secondly to 
secure a market to them. Arrangements faavo also been made for the training 
of instructors of rural industries and aid is being given to two polytechnic 
institutions in the Fyzabad and Uttao Districts for tho training of 150 students 
who become instructors ; tho industries in which such training is being given 
at spinning, weaving, dyeing and printing, carpcntary, tanning, leather working, 
hand-made paper, basket-making and smithy. In addition for certain industries, 
where master craftsmen have been available, they have been appointed as 
instructors in what are called tuitional classes ; these 'us tads' train the village 
artisans in improved method and technique ; after completing the training of the 
artisans in one place tho instructor goes to atrolber village and trains the artisaus 
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there. Such classes are io operation as regards cotton and silt wearing, wool dyeing 
and printing cotton nnd silk dyeing and printing, carpentry, tanning, hand-made 
paper, basket-making. 

Latobr Welfare 

Labour welfare work has also made progress and (hero are now 5 such centres 
in Cnwnpore and One in Look now. The object is to wean the workmen away from 
drink and drugs. Each centre has n dispensary, a reading room and arrangements 
arc made for games and recreation, including cinema shows, radio, pictures, etc. baity 
shows ore held once a month nnd free milk supplied to workers' children who are 
certified to be in need of the same. 

Tho bouso occupied by factory workers at Cawnporo nro insanitary and over¬ 
crowded. Arrangements liavo boon nuido for tho conslructioa of a curtain number of 
workmen’s quarter which can bo let out to them at reasonable rents. Inquiries wore 
made to soo if they would take these houses on tiro hire-purchase system bat the 
responso was meagre. 

A committee has boon appointed to oxnraitio tho organisation and system of 
management of Government presses particularly from tho point of view of ofleeting 
economies by putting them on a commercial basis while securing to tho stuff 
reasonable conditions of sorvieo as regards payment, hour of work and holidays s four 
temporary investigators huvo boon appointed to aseortnia tho cost of living of 
press-workors at Allahabad. The committee is expected to submit its report shortly. 

Education 

In March 1938 tho Government of tho Doited Provinces appointed a Committee 
to exaraino and report on tho primary nnd secondary stages of education. The 
terms of reference of (ho Comraitfeo included among others (a) tho examination of 
tho organization, control and curricula of tho prostut primary nnd middlo stago of 
education up to tho ond of Class V and to mnko recommendations of Government fur 
ro-organir.ation and re-adjustment (b) surveying tho oxtout and contonts of secondary 
and pro-University courses including tho possibility of tho transfer of Class X to the 
University ond tiio utilizing of Class XI for preparation for spoeilin courses, ond (e) 
making proposals regarding the control and administration of secondary education. 
Tho Committao has almost finished its labour and its report is oxpeotod to be 
publishod shortly. 


Ii*sin Training Congou 

In eonnoxlion with tho re-organization of education tho Govornmont has Btatted 
with effect from August. 1938 a now fSusie Training College at Allahabad to train 
graduates (men) in tho new methods of education centering all instruction round ono 
or two basis cinfts. After successful completion thoir training (whioh will bo for 
ijcnod of eight months) tho pupil toaehors will bo awarded by tho Education 
l>>-jiartment a diploma equal in status to that of L. T. 

Women’s Ttainwo Class 

Further, with n view to recruit greater number of women toachers and to 
employ at least two women teachers in each now Itit^c School, a training class has 
been staitod by Government with effect from Soptombor 1D38 at tho Xlioosoplhcal 
National School for Women, lionares under tiio supervision of Mr. B. Hanjiva Rao 
I. K, 8, for n notiod of about eight mouths for training nador-graduato women. 
After successful completion of thetr training those girls will bo awarded a diploma 
equal in status to that of C. T. and will as far as possible bo employed to train 
women teachers required for Basis Schools. 

UslVEMITY KeonoANtSATios 

In Slay, 19313, a committee was appointed to enquire info tho working of tiio 
1 rovincial Universities (Allahabad, Lucknow and Agra) and to recommend measures of 
improvement. The Committeo lias hold sovoral sittings nnd lias collected sorao 
materials which will bo considered by tbo Commiltoo at its next sitting. 

Annum Schools 

A provision of fts, 10 lakhs has boon mado for educational scheme. With 
this money tho Educational Department has launcbod an iotonaivo campaign 
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launched an intensive campaign throughout Sho Province against illiteracy and had 
created s special auction under a special officer Rai Bahib Pandit Sri Naraia 
Chaturvedi, known as tho Education Expansion Officer, 900 adult schools aro being 
started in ifs districts of the Province. With a view to encouraging private agency 
and voluntary workers to join Sho campaign against illiteracy Government have 
decided to give a small bonus to anyone for each illiterate person made literate. In 
order to attract good workers for the campaign buvoq rewards of Ra. 50, its. 40, 
Rs. 30, Rs. 20 and Its. 15 will bo given to the best worker in each district 

Seven hundred and sixty-eight circulating libraries aro being established in 48 
districts of Ihe Province. Ibesn libraries have been assigned a definite circle of at 
least 5 to 10 miles radius. 


Depbessed Clxss EDCcanos 

An allotment of an additional recurring grant of Rs. 50,000 has been sanctioned 
for expenditure on tho expansion of education of tho depressed class. Government 
have also sanctioned a recurring grant of Its. 5000 and a non-recurring grant of 
Rs. 5,0CO for the maintenance of the liarijan Ashram at Allahabad of which ilunsht 

Ishwar Satan is the president. Government have given a further impetus to the 

admission of more scheduled caste candidates to board's training schools for vernacular 
teachers by laying down that each of tho 48 districts of tho United Provinces 
should annually send up at least 3 such candidates for training. The scheduled 
caste candidates reading in all sorts of schools have been exempted wherever 
possible from payment of fees. 

Government have decided that so far as possible tho Public Sorvice Commission 
will for somo years to come select annually at least one scheduled caste candidate 
for appointment as deputy inspector, ono as trained graduate teacher, two as 

sub-deputy inspectors and two as under-graduato teachers. 

The constitution of the United Provinces Depressed Class Education Committee 
has been revised Bod enlarged by putting in moro members belonging to tho 

scheduled castes including those of tho United Provinces Legislative Assembly. Tho 
Scheme of providing free text-books and writting materials to tho scheduled caste 
students reading in vernacular schools of mnaicipal boards which have not introduced 
compulsory education for bovs in their wards has been given effect to at an annual 
cost of Ha. 12,257. 


Female Education 

On account of tho introduction of compulsory primary education for girls in tho 
urban areas, Government amended in July, 1938, the model regulations framed by 
Government ondor section 19 of the "United Provinces Primary Education Act 
for the guidance of municipal boards to make them applicable in the caso 
of girls also. 

With a view to encourage girls to join boys’ primary schools Government 
have approved an expenditure of Ks. 54,OCX) recurring for the appointment by 
Districts Boards of 150 trained women teachers in primary schools for boys. 

Ten additional stipends of tho value of Rs. 15 per mensem each for Government 
Normal Schools for Girls, Meerut and Budarin, 5 additional stipends of the saroo 
value for each of tho Government Normal Schools for Girls, Allahabad and Lucknow 
and 5 additional stipends of the value of Rs. SO each for English Teachers Certificate 
class at Government iligli School for Girls, Bareilly, have been sanctioned. 

A committee has been appointed to examine tho working of the Hindustani 
Academy. 

Corporal punishment is no longer permitted in educational institutions. 

The circulars regarding the participation in political activities by teachers and 
students issued in coonenoa with the Civil Disobedience Movement during 1930-31 
have been cancelled. 

The bar against the teachers of district and municipal boards whose services were 
dispensed with because of thoir participation in Congtess activities during Civil 
Disobedience Movement has been removed and the Boards are at liberty to employ 
them. 

Confidential circulars of 1930 and 1939 regarding the banning of certain newspapers 
for ose in Educational Institutions have been cancelled, 

31 
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A committee has boon appointed to consider the question of introduction of mili¬ 
tary training in higher classes of schools and colleges and making physical education 
compulsory in all classes. 

The teachers under district and municipal boards may now become primary 
members of the Congress or other similar organizations, but they may not be 
members of the oxeeutivo, local, district, provincial or all-India organizations of any 
such body. 

Tho degrees of Kashi Vidyapitb mid Jamiat-ui-Millia of Delhi have been recognized 
as equivalent to tho B. A. degree of tho Universities for purposes of omployment in 
Uovurnmout service. 

The above review of tho activities of tho Congress Government of U, P. daring 
the short tenure of their offieo, though not comprehensive, is sufficient to convince 
tho most casual observer of tho fact that tho Province has awakened to a new life 
under tho Congress regime. 


Activities of the Orissa Government 

Orissa came into picture ns ono of tho eleven Governors’ Provinces in April, 19'tG, 
as a result of tho Government of India (Constitution of Orissa) Order, 1930. Tho 
Province is provided with a single House of Legislature, called liio Legislative 
Assembly, consisting of 00 members, 5G elected and 4 Dominated, 

It was tho first Provlnoo to hold olections undor tho Government of India Act of 
1935. In the elections Congress scented 35 scats. But Inter two more members joined 
tho Congress Parly. Its present strength is, therefore, 37. 

Sri Biswanath Das, Leader of tho Congress Party, formod tIto proRont Cabinet on 
July 18, 3937, with himself as Chief Minister, in oliargo of Homo and Fiuaneo. His 
other two colleagues aro tho Hon'bio Brt Nitynnnnda Kanungo, B.A., B.L. (Revenue, 
Pnbiio Works and Development), and tho Hon'ido Sri Bodhram Dube, M.A., B.L., 
(Education, Law and Commerce and Local Belf-Qovornraenl). 

Tho Orissa Legislative Assembly met soon after tho assumption of ofllco by tho 
Congress Ministry on tho 28th July, 1937, and unanimously oicetod ,SH Miikunda 
Prasad Das and Bri Naadakiahoro Das, M.A„ B.L, na Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
respectively. 

Pay aso At.tow*Kcr.tf 

Tho Hon’tdo Chief Minister and his colleagues agreed to draw a salary of Ra. 600 
a month each while tho Speaker accepted only Kh 4CU. Similarly a sum of Rs. 160 
a month was fixed as salary of tho Deputy Speaker and oanh of the Parliamentary 
Secretaries. The pay includes income-tax and ua ono, including tho Ministers, draws 
any allowances for his residence or car. No Minister is provided with a Government 
car. Parliamentary Bacrolaries as such do not draw any travelling bHowuooo. 
Ministers In the course of thoir official tours draw third class railway faros fur 
short journeys within tho Province and second class fares for long tours outside tho 
Province. * 

Members of Lcgiidntivo Councils undor tho Montaguo-Cholmsford Reform woro allowed 
1 and three-fourth first class railway faro, 8 annas per mile for road journeys and a dally 
allowance of Ks. 19. Section 72 of tho Government of India Act of 1935 lays down 
that tho Members of tho i/>gi8lativo Assembly shall bo paid a salary to bo fixed by 
tho Assembly. Tho Assembly is now sitting for longer periods than before. It was, 
therefore, found necessary to fix a small salary and rodueo travelling allowances to 
effect economy. Accordingly an Act fixing tho salary and allowances of Members of 
tho Orissa Legislative Assembly was passed in 1038, which provided a salary of Its. 
75 a month for each Member to onabio them to work In thoir constituencies. Besides, 
they aro allowed to draw a daily allowance of Its. 2-8-0 during tho sitting of tho 
legislative Assembly, double inter class fares and 4 annas a mils for road jottrnoy 
whuro (hero is do public conveyance. 

Tho first task of the Ministry was to revise or rescind the orders issued by 
former Governments under tho emergency and other laws which tended to chock 
the free growth of political institutions In the country. Orders previously issued 
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regarding security deposits for newspapers and printing presses wero cancelled. 
Thero was only ono political prisoner who was immediately released, and two poli¬ 
tical prosecutions under seotion 124-A, I. P. C. wero withdrawn. The ban ou certain 
Oriva books and orders of forfeiture on books, booklets and pamphlets were also 
withdrawn. Therefore there is do book to-day undor any ban except one which was 
found to rouso communal bitterness and discord. 

An amending Bill on behalf of tha Congress Party was introduced to repeal the 
Bihar aod Orissa Public fiafety Act, passed by tlio Assembly and assented to by 
the Governor. Thus extraordinary powers nested in the Executive were withdrawn 
giving full scope to the ordinary laws as a forerunner of normal conditions. Restraint 
orders passed on certain political suspeois lapsed as a matter of course. It may be 
noted lhat it was Orissa which first undertook to repeal the Bihar and Orissa Public 
b'afoty Act. 

Lind UtVESVt A Remission 

A remission of Rs, 0-1-0 in tho rupee in raivatwari tracts for wot lands in tiro 
ex-Madras area has boon granted in Ganjam district for fasli 1347. The Madras 
dates of kistbandi wero inconvenient to the people as the first kist fell due and 
was being realised before tho paddy harvesting season. Cultivators were forcod to 
borrow money from money-lenders, usually at high rates of interest. A change in 
tho dates of kistbandi was necessary for the convanionco of the agriculturists. It 
was, therefore, ordered that the first kist should fail duo on the lOtb January, 
instead of on tho I Gib. December and while the last kist should fall on the 10th 
April instead of on tho 10 March. Similar changes in tho dates of kistbandi in 
other Government areas like Augul in North Orissa aro also under tho considera¬ 
tion of Government. 

Tho abolition of tho Sarbarakari system in North Orissa, by which land rovenue 
was boing collected by selected persons as commission agents of Government is now 
under consideration. Government have also ordered an enquiry into the ohaukidari 
system. The evils of this system pointed out from time to time aro, firstly, that 
every bouse-owuer in the village is made to pay a certain amount as ctiaukidari tax 
to the Stato and vet the villagers have practically no voice in tho appointment and 
control cf chiuiki'fars, and secondly, that the assessment of this tax is not based on 
any definite principle. To remove these and similar anomalies the whole matter has 
been referred to a committee for investigation and a decision will be arrived at 
as soon as the enquiry U completed and the committee submits its soport, Tho question 
is important to North Orissa, as tbo franchise under tha Government of India Act 
of 1935 is based on the assessment of chaukidari tax. 

Abolition or Beth: & Beggary 

It is a part of tho policy of tho Government to abolish ‘bethi’ or forced labour. 
This system was in existence in most of the partially-excluded areas of the Province, 
which covered about 60 por cent of the total area. The Government decided that 
labour in any manner or form without full payment should not be used either by 
Government officials or by zemindars or their officials. Circulars have been issued 
to this effect and District UfBcers bavo been instructed to warn all subordinate 
officials and to take serious action whenever such cases come to light. 

IntaaiTlotf 

Orissa is a provinco which depends mainly on agriculture. Agriculture cannot 
prosper without irrigation. The irrigation possibilities of this Province have sot 
been fully explored. With a view to extend such activities a new seotion has been 
conslttuled to explore tho possibilities of irrigation works in North Orissa. A Tank 
Restoration Scheme is proposed to be started in South Orissa so that the existing 
irrigation works will bo repaired and an irrigation programme will be kept ready to 
be taken up including big schemes of irrigation works in tbo near fntnre. In pre- 
British times there was a number of big old tanks in the Province. It is proposed 
to reclaim these tanks A beginning has been made by a provision of a iakn of 
rupoea in 1938-39. Added to this a special sum of Rs, 65,000 has been sanctioned 
oat of an estimated sum of Rs. 9b,OCO for improving the iiahanadi canal system. 
The Rnshikulya canal system is being improved and an extra 15 thousand acres are 
proposed to bo brought under cultivation. The running charges of the Rusbikulya 
system are being reduced by tile;ling economies. To examine the possibilities of 
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lift irrigation by a system ot tubo-wolls a smalt provision of Rs. 25,000 has brea 
maHe as an experiment. Irrigation coss under the Mabimncii canal system has been 
reduced by 25 per cont, Zamindnrs nro asked to improve thoir irrigation works 
ami water-supply sonreos, Government have offered thorn loaus on easy rates of 
intorest to ho realised in a number of years for this purpose. 

Though early records show that devastation from flood has been causing acuta 
distress in tho deltaig districts of Orissa from an early period, vot it is unfortunate 
that no systematic or scientific study of tho question had been undertaken till very 
rocont years. Each high Sloud and its after-offecta were treated as ao isolated event 
and wore tackled in (ho best possiblo manner that could bo done for tho time 
being. In fact, tho description of conditions caused by higher Hoods itt the year 
1859 as described by Captain Harris is certainly no less disastrous than the condi¬ 
tions wo are accustomed to eoe in recent years. In 1923 nil Expert Committee was 
appointed which submitted an admirable report in which tt lias boon stated that 
certain essontiai materials worn not available then and it was recommended that 
these materials should be collected systematically and tho whole problem should bo 
studied continuously by a propnr staff of technicians. They suggested a broud tine 
on which certain works were to bo carried out and a rout'll estimate for such works 
was calculated to ho Rs. 70 lakhs. On account of tho slump in 1929 it was not 
possiblo for Government to carry into elfeot tho recommendation of tho Committee 
even though they wore lacking in essential basic data. 

The assumption of office by the present Congress Government synchronized with 
tho coming of 1937 flood, the highest on record since the days from which any 
record has boon kept. This caused widespread disaster and emergency relief was 
undertaken by mobilising nl! uvailatdu official and nonoffioin! help, A sum of nearly 
2 lakhs in round figures wore spent for the purim.su of emergency relief such as 
aid to houso-building and agricultural loans. Seeds wore distributed to enable the 
flood-stricken people to grew n second crop. Tha Congress Government realised 
that unless radical stops were taken to combat tho root enuso of tho floods tho 
revenue of the Province woulj never bo secure and no economic development of 
tho doltalo districts, which arc mainly agricultural, could be thought of. 

Government sought tho ndvioa of Sir Visvcsvarayn, tho eminent engineer who 
put his services at the disposal of Government free of any oost. He Nubmitfod a 
preliminary note in which ho indicated the linos on which the Government should 
proceed in order that tho best result could bo obtained, lie also warned Government 
that this problem could not ho tackled without incurring very heavy expenditure 
which could not be forecast before an extensive preliminary investigation had been 
mado. A special Flood and Drainage Division was created at an annual cost 
ot Rs. 45.000 with tiro purpose of oolieoting und co-ordinating information on tho 
rivers and embankments and so far it has devoted special attention to the problems 
arising out of flood and water logging. As advised by Bir Vivusvarayn, Government 
did not think it prudent to Jauncdi upon any ambitious scheme involving an 
expenditure of large sum of money before they could obtain the necessary export 
based upon correct data which will take some tirno to correct. Rut in tho light of 
of experience of past Hoods certain works havo boon utidorlakon at a cost of about 
Rs. 25Of these the most important in lire deepening of tliu Sur Lake cut, which 
provides a direct opening to the Bon, and the I’alpur ofit in Kakatpur which will 
nrovido another direct outlot. Tim course of tho Nava Nadi is also being impirovod. 
besides savors! other minor works in tho district of lhiri havo boon undertaken in 
order to facilitate the quick run off of water. Tho procuduro for transmitting high 
flood nows has boon thoroughly revised and brought up-to-date to unsure an early 
receipt of information regarding high floods. An elaborate code for systematizing 
tho work of rescuo and relief on occasions of disastrous floods is being compiled. 

Assembly Activities 

'J ho Orissa Assembly passed two official resolutions, one rejecting tho Government 
of India Act 1935, and demanding the uppoiutmout of a Cori-Sfituoat Assembly and 
the other declaring opposition to trio Federal Bcliemo that is proposed to bo thrust 
upon tho pcopte of India under the Government of India Act of 1935. 

Government aooopted another resolution moved by the Congress Party for 
purchase of Kbadi in all its departments. Bwadcslii and Kiiadi are being insisted os 
in all purchases effected by the Government of Orissa, 
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ISDCSTJIIES 

Special atlention lias boon given to tho development of village and cottage 
industries ip tho Province. About silty workers have been trained in tho art of 
manufacturing gur {jaggery) from date-palm and palmyra under the control of the 
of tho All-India Village Industries Association. These men, after training, will go 
roond (be villages to teach ordinary villagers both tho art of drawing juice and aUo 
preparing jaggery out of it. Added to this some yonngmen are trained in making 
hand-made paper. There are imraenso possibilities in Orissa for this as the Province 
has a largo area of forost and undeveloped tracts abounding iu bamboo, grasses and 
other material useful for the manufacture of paper. Production of Khaddar has been 
given a great impetus through tho agency of Ail India Spinners' Association and 
necessary grants are sanctioned for the extension of spinning and the production of 
Khaddar, a loan of Rs, 23,000 has also been given to the All-India Spinners' 
Association for the production of Khaddar on a largo scale so as to enable the 
producers to supidy the needs of Government. With the assistance of the Govern¬ 
ment of India a Textile Marketing Organisation has been set up for the production 
and marketing of hand-loom products. Training in Cottage Industries has continued 
to receive support and stipends have been granted for training io tertile in the 
Victoria Jubilee Technical institute, Bombay and in umbrella making and beilmetal 
casting and polishing and poltery at the Industrial Research Laboratory, Calcutta. 

Epccatkw 

Since the advent of tho Congress Ministry 5ve committees have been set up by 
Government to advise them on several matters relating to Education in the Province. 

The question of deprovinciaiisation of Zila Schools and reorganisation of Secondary 
Education are under tho consideration of Government. Government are considering the 
Wardha Scheme of education and have recently deputed the Principal of tho Training 
C-dlcgu at Cuttack and a Sub-Inspector of Schools and another youogman to 
AVardha to receive training on new lines. 

A grant has been made for the development of Oriya cuitaro atsd similar help 
is being extended to other cultural activities of the Province, 

Besides the usual provision for scholarships for Harijan and bill tribes, 
special grants of Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 7,000 were sanctioned in the years 1937-38 
and 19.18-39 respectively for construction of hostels aod 6chool houses, provision 
o! stipends and purchase of books ami slates lor them. 

Silt Ma-vofactpbb 

Orissa has an extensive sea coast Salt was an ancient industry in this 
Province. It decayed and disappeared in course of centuries. The Ministry is 
taking up the question of reviving tho salt industry and have appointed a 
committee with siii J.igaonaUi Misra, Parliamentary Secretary, to study tho 
system of salt manufacture in Bengal, Madras and Travancore State. Another 
attempt was also made with tho help of Villago Industries Association to 
introduce warehouse system on co-operative basis. Salt is a Central subject. 
Tho Government of India will be moved in this direction for which 

necessary materials are being collected. The Ministry is determined to revive 

tho salt industry aud expects to afford a living for thousands of families in 
the Province. 

Uaruas's & Bill Tribes 

Orissa has 20,000 sq. miles of partially-excluded areas. The problem of hill 

tribes is therefore a great problem for the Government. The problem of 

Harijans is also connected with this question. Government started a middle 
English school in tho Rayagaia sub-division of Koraput district and a few 
primary schools were also started for the hill tribes and Harijans in these 
parliiiify-exeluded areas. Moro money is spent on the improvement of medical 

aid and Public Health of these areas as also for new roads. Circulars have 

been issued to all departments to appoint in all clerical and mental establish¬ 
ments men of these areas giving preference always to Harijans and hill tribes. 

Government have sanctioned Rs. 5,090 annually over and above what was 
being spent by the Education aud Development Departments for these classes 
of people. This money is being utilised in consultation with Harijan Sevak 

Sasgba and the members representing the scheduled castes in the Orissa 
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Assemblv. Six Jjarijan workers havo bean taken for training in tbo Village 
Industry Institute started at Cutlnok subsidized by Government. A outnbor of 
voungmen aro traiued iu tho art of manufacturing gar fiiiggory) out of date and 
palmyra juieo. There is a hostel at Cuttack called Kaibaiya Kutir for Harijaos 
started by tho Harijan Sovali Sangha in a rented hmiso and Government 
havo sanctioned money for tbo construction of a building for tho hostel. 
Provision is mado for JIarijan students fur getting some technical framing. 
Government havo promised subsidy for gutting two silk roarers from Assam 
to teach tho Oandus (tiarijansi of Samb.ilpur in rearing cocoons. Kroo use of 
Stato foros^s for rearing cocoons is offt*red to Bitrijutis ip 8arabuJf>ur and 
Angul, Tho Spinners’ Association m given subsidy to curry on spinning and 
weaving works among tho Tuns {llmijass) of Angui, Bovenimont have Issued 
instructions to all educational institutions to admit Hurijun studouts without any 
restriction. 


I’UQllllimOjr 

Prohibition of all intoxicating drugs is tho ultimate goal uf tho Government, 
Orissa has moro opium evil thau drink. It has, therefore, been decided to 
take up opium prohibition in the province ttlid iluiasoro has boon selected for 
starting opium prohibition in the first instance. Necessary preliminaries arc 
being mado in right earnest. 

An officer and esno of tho Parliamentary Secretaries, Sri Hajakrushna Bose 
wore sent to Assam to study the preventive methods adopted by tho Assam 
Government against illicit traffic iu the Province. Inst motions have boon issued 
to tho Excise Officers of Government that tho old policy of maximum revenue 
with minimum cortoption is given up and that they havo la prepare themselves 
for a policy of total prohibition. instructions are also given to shift toddy 
and liipior shops from prominent places and to abolish all uow shops opuucd 
last year with a view not te encourage any more now shops. 

Ustmnciijibnt 

Government appointed a Retrenchment Committee iu tho beginning of 
1938 with Pandit Godavaris Mfnra as chairman. This Commiltco submittod an 
interim report in March 1038, Their recommendations regarding travelling 
allowance* and daily allowances have beou considered uud geucraliy accepted by 
Government, 


Activities of the Behar Government 

Tho Woikieg Committee of tho Congress having decided in favour of office 
acceptance the present Congress Government in Bihar came into being only in 
July 20th 1837. Bineo then it has taken various logislalivo and oxooutivo measures 
to ameliorate (tin condition of tho people and adv&nuo tho ohubo of Purna Swaraj. 
Id ad those matters its guiding pnueiples havo boon thoao that were laid down in 
the Congress Election Manifesto and tho Pnizpur resolution. That during thoao 
nineteen months of olfiea it has boon snocossfu) to ( a grout oxtont in its doublo 
mission namely, that of bringing rotiof to the masses ’and of advancing tho cause 
of freedom, is amply borne by tho following brief account of its activities, 

AonanuN PnouLEiis 

Tho tenancy law in Bihar was in sorao respcols in advance of tho tenancy law as 
it obtains in othor provinces and some of the reforms contemplated in tho Eaizpur 
resolution wore already (tart of tho existing law. The new law enacted by tho 
present Government nas therefore given relief to tho ray an by cancelling all 
cnbancemoDta of rents between January 1911, and Docomher 1030, lii) reducing ail 
rents comma led between January 1011 and December, 1030, in the same proportion 
in which tho prices havo gone down, (iii) total or partial remission of rent in cases 
whoro the soil has deteriorated by deposit of sand or submersion under water or by 
another specific cause or where tho landlord hns neglected the irrigation arrange¬ 
ments which ho is bound to maintain, (iv) reduction of rent whore there has been a 
fall in the average local prices of staple food orops fnot duo to a temporary cause) 
during tho currency of tho present mat and (v) settlement of fuir rent in othor 
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saifabla case*. Rent so settled or reduced in any of the above ways will not 
bo liable lo enhancement for 15 years. 

TeansriB or Qccupajmtt Holdihqb 

Tho law was very etriot in respect of the transfer to occupancy holding or part 
thereof and any transfer of oconpanoy holdings which had not the consent of the 
landlord was not binding on him. The law has now been completely changed In this 
respect and by the amendments made, nnrcstrloted right of transfer of occupancy 
holdings has boon conceded. No salami (landlords fee) seed now be pud by a 
transferee to get his transfer recognised. The landlord is boaod to matate the 
transferee's name In hie papers if ouly the transferee pays a nominal registration fee 
which, in the case of a transfer, has been fized at two per oont of his annual rent 
of the holding and in the case of an exchange at a sum of Rs. 2 only payable by each 
of the parties to the exchange. The rule of law applies also to transfers made before 
the commencement of the now Act but not yet recognised by the landlord concerned. 
The transferee baa la snoh cases only to give a notice to the landlord through the 
Collector and pay the fee mentioned above. Bat in the case of transfers made 
before 1923 even notico is not necessary nor it is necessary to pay any 
registration fee at all. It has further been provided that all proceedings for 
realisation of salami pending under the old law on the date on which the new Act 
cornea into force shall lapse. If and so long as the transferee chooses to remain 
joint with bis transferor, the landlord cannot compel him to pay aoy fee whatsoever. 
The question of fee comes in only when the transferee wonts to pay rent separately 
for hts chare of the holding. In such a case tho transferee is required to pay a 
rent distribution free of four par cent of the value of the portion transferred 
to him. As rood as litis fee is paid the landlord is bound to recognise any distri¬ 
bution of rent made between the transferee and his transferor. If the landlord 
or his authorized agent refuses to accept the fee, tho transferee has the right to 
deposit the amount with the Collector who will give notice of the distribution fee 
to tbe landlord. In calcnlating the root distribution fee, any amount paid by the 
transferee as registration fee must also be taken into aeconot. 

Formerly, nnder-tenanta had no right to acquire occupancy right in their rayati- 
boidtog. The new law enables them to acquire occupancy rights. If they 
have cultivated the land for 12 years aa under-raiyata. An ooder-raiyat 
having such occupancy right will oow enjoy rights similar to those of an 
occupancy raivat in respect of trees, bamboos, and use of, succession to and 
eviction from his land. 

Rkstohatkot or Lands 

On account of the economic depression which began in 1929 many raiyats 
were unable to pay the rents of their holdings. The result was that innumerable 
holdings were rold io execution of decrees for arrears of rent and were purchased 
by the landlords, in prices. For the relief of each persons a special legislation 
was necessary and the Bihar Restoration of Eakaaht Lands and Redaction 
of Arrears of Rent Act was, therefore, enacted for the purpose. This Act 
dealt with two matters, namely, (1) restoration of lauds which bad been sold 
to execution of decrees for arrears of rent during the period of depression and 
(2) reduction of arrears which had accumulated during the said period. 

Special tenancy legislations in the shape of the Champaran Agrarian 
(Amendment) Act and the Cbotsoagpur Tenancy (Amendmeut) Act have been 
passed with a view to meeting the special needs of tbe local areas. 

FaoHismoK Scauu 

The Government are committed to the policy of prohibition of intoxicating 
drinks and drugs even at the expense of excite revenue which forma tbe bulk 
of tbe revenue of this province, la order to implement this policy a Prohibition 
Act has been passed. It enables Government to introduce prohibition io 
selected areas and go on gradually extending it to other parts of the province, 
so that in the coarse of a few years the whole province may go dry. Prohibition 
has already been enforced in the district of Baran and the reports which have 
bo far reached Government of its working are very encouraging and show that 
the scheme has had a very successful start. 

It is estimated that some 5,000 persons were engaged in the work of tapping of 
palmyra trees before the introduction of prohibition. For about a month in the 
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boginning tliero was same illicit tapping of trows but this was soon brought under 
control. Tho tappets hnvo now taken kindly to tins campaign mid are adjusting 
themselves to tho new conditions. The problem of i>ruviding olturoativo occupation 
for tapping communities has bwou ono of diffleulty. ns majority of these knew 
no other profession. Hut during tho past fow months a large number of them 
havo takon to various other forms of occupation and employment An attempt 
is also being made to settle Klias Mahal 'dtars' lauds with ns many of them 
as possible to onablo thorn with agricultural loans. 

Economic Desefii 

Another moasuro of economio bonoflt is tho Bihar Money-Lenders’ Aet. This 
is designed to give relief to die tors generally by regulating money-lending transac¬ 
tions within the province. Ptovision tins boon rondo for tho registration of money¬ 
lenders on payment of a small fee. No one who is not n rogistorisi money-lender 
enn institute troy suit for recovery of his duos from tho debtor. At! mmioy-tcuders 
are bound to mniatuiu proper accounts and givo receipts to their debtors for all 
paymonts made. Jho rates of interest have boon Used at not more than 9 per cont 
per annum in tho entto of secured Janus and 12 per cent per annum in the case of 
unsecured loans. Hut In no case enn n decree on account of (interest accrued 
or realised) bo passed for an amount which exceeds the amount of tho principal loan. 
The Act exempts a portion of the holding of nti Agricultural debtor item »ula in 
execution of a decree for tho amount duo, tho nton so exempted being ono acre, if 
the holding does not exceed tlrreo aoros, and more up to tho ono third of tho entire 
holding if tho holding is of more than thtoo aoros. Debtors will now bo able to 
deposit into court money duo on n loan, if tho money-lender or his agent refueft to 
accept payment. To guard against fraud it has hewn provided that whore a loan is 
advanced on a registered document the ontiro amount of tho loan or as much of it as 
is pavablo in cash must bo paid in the preHonco of tho Sub-Registrar. Two other 
bills for conciliation of debts nud to deal with agricultural debts aro ou thu legislative 
anvil. 


Civil Libkhty and Political Pwsoseks 


On tho administrative side tho roloaso of political prisoners and tfso maintenance 
of civil liberty Ims boon ono of tho major items of tho present Government's 
policy. All persons interned or ex turned under the Hiliar Safety Aet, 27 in att. 
wero released during tho first month of Government's taking office. By tho 12 
March many political prisoners wero released and (subsequently 3 other persons not 
previously classed as political prisoners woro also released. 

Tho political literature proscribed by previous Governments wns put to a careful 
examination and tho ban was removed from 92 books and publications. The freedom 
of thu Press has been removed from 02 books and publications, Tho freedom of the 
Press tins been ensured. No newspaper is now working under security and there 
is do bun on any association, 

Tho Government took an early opportunity of making it clear to tiio public ami 
to all officers of Government that previous participation ro political activities so tong 
as th**y did not tovoho violence would no longer bo a bar to appointment on 
Government service, Government are examialnj? Qio question of re instating in 
service those who resigned or wore dieubarged on political ciouudu dunm* tho 
Civ l D sobedioeco movement, ° 


Order have been passed coneyflinj' tho circular issued in 1930 banning tho 
hoisting of tho national flag by local bodies on their buildings. 

Government havo also passed orders removing tho ban imposed since 1923 on 
employees of local bodies prohibiting them from participating or assisting in Congress 

DKM.'i 

Retired Government sorvantB aro now at liborfy to seek eloclioo to tho Legislature 
or local bodies on Congress ticket. 

,,JjTLV:' ,T ul‘ t ,< i ! ’ oluli ? , 1 ' s “<««I It? '1‘0 non'blo tho Primo Minister woro 
passid by tho Bihar Assembly. One of these related to tho demand far n Constituent 

sU iliTon of a 5t’l tr *° ' 1U r< ' Jeo,iotl of the FttJyrnl Sc homo and tho third to tho 


Miss EimciTJos 

Tho Mass Literacy movement which was inaugurated 
Mahmud, Miaistur of Education at tbo ood of April 


bv tho How'bio Dr. Syotl 
last (or eradicating adult 
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illiteracy and spreading ealightrneat among the masse* has made good progress 
daring the past few mom ha. With the help of about 14,000 volunteers drawn from 
the student community, teachers, the inspecting staff of the Education Department 
and other pubiio spirited workers, more than 12.0DQ literacy centres were started 
with an average attendance of abont one and half lakhs per terra of six weeks. Tho 
figures received till August shew that over 3 lakhs have been made literate during 
the first four months of the campaign. A feature of the movement has been that 
it has also spread in tho jails and almost every prisoner who has been in jail during 
this period has been made literate. Literacy classes in jails are being conducted by 
jail authorities, literate prisoners as well as by outside voluntary teachers. Tho 
movement is also spreading in industrial areas and a network of centres has been 
started at Jamshodpur. The sugar mills have also taken up this work in their 
reserved area. Tho expansion of literacy among women is making slow but steady 
progress. 

Tho Bihar Council of Women has given a groat impetus to the movement and has 
appealed to other woman’s organisations for help and co-operation. The campaign, 
which was started on a purely voluntary basis, has sow been placed on a permanent 
basis with the Government grant ot Rs, &J,0C*J. Under this schema the existing 
machinery of tho Education Department will bo utilised for the organisation and 
supervision of this work. 

Industrial Development 

For the improvement and development ot hand-spinning and hand-weaving 
Government hsvo sanctioned a grant of Rs. 12,503 and Rs. 17,500 during 1937-38 and 
1938-39, respectively, to the Bihar Branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association to 
organise the production of hand-spun and hand-woven cloth on a large scale and 
also to extend tho work in new areas. 

With a viow to revive the manufacture of hand-made paper as a cottage 
industry, a paper-making class has been started at the Cottage Industries Institute 
at Patna. The course of training extends to 0 months and ten young men are now 
being trained at a timo in the making of writing and blotting paper. 

To dovotop tho use of indigonous silk yarn in weaving silk frabrics in place of 
cheap spun silk imported from foreign countries, which in the past hampered the 
progress of the Indigenous silk industry, a silk twisting plant is being installed at 
the Silk Institute at Bhagalpur, 

Two stations have been started in the Manbhum district and in the Santal 
Parganas to supply tasar seed-eggs to tho tasar silk roarers in remote villages and 
small amounts as boons have been given to the mulberry silk rearers in a few 
villages in tho Purnea district. 

Government have sanctioned in 1938-39 Rs. 3,760 recurring to the Bihar 
Commercial Museum at Patna which is engaged in tho task of developing commerce 
and industries of the province. 

To help women workers of t he Jharia coal-fields, who have been excluded from 
underground work as a result of a recent legislation two handicrafts institutes have 
been started at Jharia and Rustore. It is now proposed to train these women 
workers in hand weaving and basket making at an estimated cost of Rs. 9,720 
recurring and Rs. 840 non-recurring. 

With a view to removing unemployment among tho professional class of mochis 
and chamars and to train middle class boys in improved method of leather tanning 
and leather work, two peripatetic demonstsation parties have been started at a cast 
of Rs, 6,769 recurring aud Rs. 1,403 non-recurring. 

Industrial pLisstxo 

For the Industrial planning of Bihar a conference of experts and industrialists 
was convened at Ranchi by tire Hon’blo Dr, Syed Mahmud. The conference has 
formed three separate committees for the detailed investigation of the mechanical 
industries, the chemical iodustres and tho cottage indostries that can be suitably 
developed la the province, and to make their r ecemmendations at an early dalo for 
the consideration of Governments. 

With a view to develop the mineral resources of the province and to encourage 
the growth of large and small mineral industries, a detailed mineral survey of tho 
province has been taken op at a cost of Rs, 33, 1 GOO spread over three years. 

23 
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A sum of Rs. 1,001 has boon contributod lo moot Uio Incidental expenses in 
connection with the National Industrial Planning Commission. 

Hatujan UrLiiT 

Government have takon various measures for tho educational advancement and 
economic Improvement of the condition of the Uarijnns. 

Rs. 18,310 has been provided in the current years’ budget for tho award of special 
educational scholarships to tho Harijao stud outs and it has been decided that 
Rs, 18,b80 will ho provided in subsequent years under this head. An additional 
amount of Rs, 4,000 has boon granted to tho supplementary budget for same purpose. 
Besides a sum of Rs, 1,140 has been But apart for special scholarships lor their 
technical and industrial training. 

Government have passed orders that froo-studontships should ho granted to ail 
Ilarijaa students reading in colleges. 

Out of a total provision of Its. 1,25,000 for rural wator-BuppTy Its. 50,000 lias 
been earmarked for tho Harijaus aud aboriginals. 


Activities of the C. P. Government 

Following tho decision of tho Congress Working Commltteo to accept 
office in Provinces, the Congress Government was formed In O. P. in July, 1837, 
with Dr, N. B, Klinro ns Premier. But inter, he had to rosign following a series 
of events whioh nro now public property, and the present Government came 
into being with Pandit Ravi Banker Buklu ns Prime Minister. But this change 
in the personnel of the Cabinet did not moan any clmngo of the policy and 
programme of the Government which have been always tho same. Despite tho 
two roujor crises tho administration had In pass through, namely, llio resignations 
of Dr. Kharo and Mr. Hlinreef, the Government during their abort tenure of 
odlca of ninntooa months, have got a good record of nuhiovumouts to their credit, 
of which Hoy progressive Government may fool legitimately proud. U, P. was 
the first province to reject oilloinl titles and honours being conferred upon 
individuals for their meritorious service in public cause. The O. {’. Govornmeat 
was tho first to declare tho dates of I'ilnk anniversary and Gandhi Juyanti os 
public holidays, Bineo their coming into power, they have been trying in various 
other ways to make the people feel that the administration of their Provinces is 
no longer run by foreigners hut by their own men mid their chasou representatives. 
Under tho old regime, tho relation between tho policu and the public, specially 
Congressmen, was of iuteoso bitterness. Tho Government, therefore, issued a 
circular letter to the Inspector.Uutiorui of Police on this subject. They emphasised 
that with tho transfor ol control of the Puliou to popular Ministers tho relations 
between tho Polico nnd the public should bo sot ou a basis of complete under¬ 
standing and sympathy, Thu poliuo wore asked Is Lour hi mind that like other 
Government servants, they worts also tho servants of tho public as a whole ami 
that their work and behaviour should ho fully animated with a spirit of service 
to tho people. It was further (minted out that. In view of tho fooling that 
tho attitude of tho [tolieo towards Congress organisations and • individual Congress¬ 
men was at ooo timo ono of aloofness and suspicion, it was important to 
real iso that Congressmen no loss than others wore members of tho public and 
that, therefore, it was necessary to maintain and develop cordial relations with 
them as with othur sections of tho publio, 

Tho Government have sot all political prisoners fr.so and removed ban on 
putdio mootings nnd restrictions on press. Order have been issued in response 
to public opinion that in future tho term “vernacular” should not bu used in any 
official correspondence, publications and records. Deads of Political and Military 
departments have bee i instructed that In making appointments In publio services 
they should not consider tho conviction for any Qlfenco committed in furthoronce 
of the Non-co-oporation or Civil Disobedience Movements as a bar. Tho Govorn- 
maut havo recognised tho degrees conferred by National Universities for tho 
purpose of appointment in publio services, 

ihoy havo issued orders to restore properllos that wore eenliseaftd and Coos 
* hat . ® ero imposed upon individuals for their participation in the last Civil 
disobedience movement. 
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A-vn-Coancmos Drive 

Coming to the administrative side, the Government Brst attacked ^corruption 
and bribery among Government servants. It was decided that, if five respectable 
persons join in making a written complaint, otherwise) than in regard to a case 
in which they ara personally interested, either directly or indirectly, alleging 
corrupt conduct, either direct or indirect, on the part of any official of any 
department, the departmental superior or the officer io question shall bo bound to 

mako full investig ation of the caso and to inform the complainants of the result. 

It was declared in this connection that, while it was the intention of tbo 
Government to protect Government servants against malicious attacks, it 
wanted it to be known that bonafide complaints of corruption would bo promptly 
and thoroughly investigated and when snob charges were established offenders 

would be suitably punished. 

The Government have introduced reform in Judicial and Legal departments. 
All honorary magistrates have been asked to tender resignations of their 

appointments as a temporary measure. It has been decided to invest selected 
presidents and vice-presidents of municipal committees aod notified area committees 
and chairman and vice-chairman of district councils and local boards with powers 
as special magistrates, without any remuneration tor disposal of criminal cases. An 
officer on special duty has been appointed to formulate a scheme for the separation 
of Judicial and Executive functions. The question of discontinuing the practice 
of appointing special magistrates without remuneration and o£ removing those 
already appointed is engaging the attention of the Government. 

The administration ol the Jat! department C3raa in for a good deal of criticism 
under tho former regime. The presoot Government have introduced the following 
important reforms in Jails :— 

(1) Rodoctioo in tho scaio of l dal’ ration for tho hot weather was discontinued. 

(2) The ration of salt was increased by 1-16 chhatak with effect from the 
16th April, 1038. 

(3) It was ordered that tbo early morning meals to be supplied to prisoners 
should be hot 

<•!) Every prisoner was supplied with two sets of clothing instead of one aod a 
brass tumbler for drinking water. 

{51 Wireless s-ts wore ordered to ho installed in each octagon of the Jails at 
Nagpur. Jubbulpore, Raipur and Akola. 

(6) Well conducted casual prisoners are allowed to pls;r indoor games except card 
games. Tho practice of outdoor games was extended to all jails. 

(7) Weil conducted prisonets aro allowed to have newspapers approved bv Govern¬ 
ment at their owo cost Tfio concession of smoking at their own cost out of earnings 
io jail has also been granted to them. 

(8) "A" and "Id" class prisoners and political prisoners wora permittod to 
purchase “smokes” from private cash. 

(9) Close cropping of hair was made optional except on medical grounds. Trimmed 
beard and trimmed moustaches were permitted. 

(10) The punishment of whipping was ordered to be inflicted only for mutiny or 
for incitement to mutiny or for titoir jail offences involving serious physical violence. 

{11} Jail authorities have been directed that every imposition of physical 
restraint by band-cuffs and barfetters, either as a punishment or for safe custody 
should be reported to the Inspector-General ol Prisons as is done in the case of 
whipping. 

(12) It was decided that power machinery should, as funds permittod, replace 
manual labour for pressing oil and drawing motes for water io Nagpur, Jubbulpore, 
Raipur, Akola and Narsioghpur Jaiis and that half shatters should bo provided for 
every latrine cubicle for the sake of privacy. 

(13) Every prisoner is allowed to write ono letter and have one intorview once a 
month instead of ooce in three mouths. 

{14) A committee of experts in trado and industry is to be appointed to examine 
tho question of jail industries including hand spinning and to make recommendations 
to Government. 

(15) It was decided that the Central Provinces Probation of Offenders should 
gradually be extended to areas to which it has not hitherto been extended. In 
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commemoration of the announcement mado by tho ITon'bSe tho Prime Minister ia 
tho Assembly about those reforms, all prisoners worn given a special remission 
of two months unconditionally on tho lath April, 1938, and 653 prisoners were 
released in consoijueijco of this remission. 

(16) A bill to amend the Prisons Act, 1804, to provide for the special 
treatment of political prisoners in jails was introduced in tho March evssion q£ 
thy Legislative Assembly and has boon circulated for eliciting pubiio opinion. 

Local Self-Goveknnest 

Besides the usual grants to local bodies for general purposes, initial contributions 
to village pnnehaynts, etc., a special provision of Rs, 2,00,000 lias been made in the 
budget for the improvement of rural communication:!. 

Instructions havu boon issued to local bodies that they cannot withhold increments 
of their staff except on tha grounds laid down in rule 24 of Fundamental Rules or 
Article 152 of tho Civil Service Regulations, i.a., bad conduct or unsatisfactory work. 

Medical A Public Health 

Besides tho usual grants to Dufforin Hospitals, tho Indian Red Cross 8ociety and 
local bodies, provision was mado in tho budget for govern! now schemes, A sum of 
Ks. 5,000 is provided for tiro establishment of a Medical Council fur the registration 
of modical practitioners. Similarly, a sum of Its, 2,000 has been provided for the 
establishment of a Nurses’ Registration Commit. These rofotms havo long boon 
ovorduo and wore postponed for want of funds, A Bum of Rs. 8,000 has boon 
provided for the treatment of voneroal diseases. A beginning has bpen mado 
for tho improvement of tho Mayo Hospital by sitiiotioning Its. 8,271 for the 
employrauut of additional Bluff. Provision has bo-m made for the appointment 
of three additional Women Assistant Modical Oiiioora nnd ona Bub-Assistant 
Health Otlieer for anti-malarial work in tho Nagpur Civil Station. Grants have 
also been provided for five Ayurvedic scholarships, improvement of tho drainage 
system at the Chandkhuri Leper House nnd hospital at Baitalpur and for tha 
establishment fil cheap-plan dispensaries at i'asnghut in the lSiluspur district aud 
Khamla in tho Hotel district. 

It has boon decided that recruitment to tho Provincial Modioal Services will 
bo closed to persons outside tho province. 

A committee to exurainn the indigenous systems of medicines practised In tho 
province in all its aspects bas boon appointed. 

Cokm«I!ce 4 Indus™? 

Action has boon taken to give effect to tho following schemes :— 

(1) Scheme for tho cncouragomont of hand-spinning and hand-weaving in rural 
areas. 

(2) Scheme for tha training of village Chamars in offal, 

t'tj Behurao for tho oHtablixhmunt of a doad cattlo institution In tho Tannery 
Building. Nagpur, for tho training of Chamars in fi) the art of flaying, {til salting 
and curing of raw hides, (its) tnunufa ctuto of flesh and ,bono manure, (iv) extraction 
of animal fat and (v) preservation of blood, mtisolus, horns, etc. 

t4) Training ol students in umbrella-making in tho demonstration classes of 
the Government of Bengal, Calcutta. 

(5) Training of bovB at the Ins fiiuto maintained by tho All-India Village 
Industries Association, Wardha. 

|fi) Establishment of a Labour Offtco for the province. 

(7i Establishment of Cottage industries Institutes at Jubbuiporo and Akola. 

A training class is boinp held at Wardha for tho training of workers to whom 
the organization of hand-spinning and hand-weaving contios will bo entrusted- 
Teachers have been selected for carrying out tho schema lor tho training of 
village Chamars in the preparation of offal aud, as soon as thoir training is 
completed, they will bo stmt out to selected centres for carrying on nronagaada 
among the people. ‘ ' ^ 

A class for thy training of village Chamars in the extraction of fat from 
dead cattle and the con version of offal into useful maauro was opened at Kosmi 
m Balagbat under tho auspices of tho District Viliago Uplift Committee, and 
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arrangements were made with the All-folia Village Industries Association, Wafdha, 
to depute a trained worker to Balaghat to teach Tillage uplift workers the 
method of a more profitable disposal of carcasses of animals. A class was 
opened on the 20*b March and 40 to 50 Chamars from the neighboaring villages 
attended it regular!/ and showed great interest. 

A scheme for tho establishment of a dead cattle institution ia (be Tannery 
Builliogs at Naguur has been sanctioned for the training of Chamars in (1) art 
of drying, it) salting and caring of raw hides, (3) manufacture of flesh and bone 
manure, t4) extraction of animal fat and (5) preservation of blood, muscles, horns, etc. 

Three Students have been sent to Calcutta to attend the demonstration class of 
umbrella-making, and it is hoped that when they return after six months they will 
be able to set up a cottage industry of nmbreJU-CBakiog in the province. Training 
of boys at the All-India Village industries Institution at Wardba has been arranged 
and twelve boys have been selected. 

A Labour Office baa been established under the general supervision ot the 
Director of Industries to collect abstract, analyse and publish statistics relating to 
industries and conditions of labour. 

The scheme of a cottage industries institute which was sanctioned in the 
previous year has been given practical effect to, and courses in weaving, durrie- 
maiing, toy-making and basket-making have been opened both at jubbulpsre 
and at A kola. 


VtoTiMASDtB Scheme 

If the C. P. Government did nothing else than introducing the Vidyamandir 
Seborne in the province they would have earned the gratitude of the people of 
■whole India for the lead they have given in educational reforms in the country. 
Tbo Vidya-Mandir schema has been prepared uader the inspiration of Mahatnia 
Gandhi himself with a view to liquidate the mass illiteracy with the minimum cost. 
And consistently with the ideal of the Congress of which Mahatmaji is the 
undisputed leader, the Government have taken up the scheme in right earnest and 
sanctioned a sum of Rs. 2,03,000 for it. 

An organizing officer of Vidya-Mandirs has been appointed and training school for 

E upil teachers opened at Ward da from the 20th April 19 8. A monthly bulletin in 
liodi entitled the “Vidya Maodir Samacbar" is being issued every month to keep 
the pabhc informed of the progress. The Zakir Hussain Committee has framed the 
syllabus which has been translated into Hindi and Marathi. Several institutions 
have already been started under the scheme. 

Government have decided to remit the duty chargeable under the Stamp Act 
in respect of a deed of gift of immovable property executed in favour of the 
chairman of the maoaging committee or the trustees of au educational institution 
recognized by the Provincial Government as a Vidya Mandir or established under 
any law regulating such institution. 

Adult Schools 

Provision has been made for a grant of Rs. 2,000 in 1938-39 for establishing 
59 adult schools under the district council ia the Central Provinces and 
Bcrar. A grant of Its. 40 per school will be paid for the maintenance of such schools. 
Forty-four of these schools have already been established. 

Physical Uplift Scheme 

A sum of Rs. 50000 has been provided in 1938-39 for expenditure on this scheme. 
The question of the appointment of a Central Physical Uplift Board to assist the 
Hon'blo Minister for Education in organising the working of this scheme is under 
consideration. 

A large number of teachers and students carried on village uplift work daring the 
last summer vacation in response to an appeal issued by the Hon'ble Minister for 
Education. 

Huai jess and Aboejolnals 

Provision was made for the expenditure of Rs, 34.0CO in 1938-39 for payments of 
stipends to Harijan students in all grades of schools and colleges as also for payment 
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oT grant of Rs. 300 por annum to each District Harijan Sowak Srtngii lor expenditure 
oo the education of U.irijans. A seoond grant ol Rs. 300 per annum will also bo 
paid to each ol those tsanghs for tliu supply of books am! school materials to tho 
students. 

A sum of Its. 17,380 has been provided in 1938-39 for opening schools for tho 
children of aboriginal tribes in the Manilla district and in tho zamindari areas in the 
Chanda, Chhindwara, Ililaspur and Drug districts. Recognized hostels for (lends will 
also bo paid grants at Rs. 3 per mensem per boarder from tho provision and tha 
salary of three Good propagandists will bo charged to this provision. 

Provision haB also been made for tho ostatdishraent of two more circulating libraries 
in tho rural areas of each district. 

Tha Provincial Government has recognized the Seva Bamiti Roy Scouts Association, 
India, and it has boon notifust to alt the teachers in tho udssualioiinl institutions that 
ihoy aro allowed to join and holp tho movement by starting troops, companies and 
packs. Ad annual grant of Its. 9,700 has been paid to tho Association to moot tho 
expenditure on headquarters stalT including travelling allowance, camp expenses and 
contingencies, etc. for tho year 1938-39. 

Rural Uplift 

A rural uplift scheme for tho establishment of 50 centres during 1938-39 in 
(ho Central Provinces Bird Herat was drawn up in consultation with the All-India Villaga 
Industries Association as promised by Government during the course of tho budget speech 
in September 1939. Thu scheme combines both rural Uplift and subsidiary occupa¬ 
tions as it is considered that without Homo moans of oeonomio improvument much 
headway cannot be mado in tho direction of bettor farming, bettor sanitation and 
better living, [n this scheme ericaurugumcist of hnud-spiuning and hand-weaving has 
been given a prominent place, 

Rural uplift centres will bn juilooteil after a careful survey by n trained worker 
to bo obtained from tho Ail India Village industries Association or tho All-India 
Kpinnurs' Association. Hath tlnmo Associations liavn tlioir hondntinrtors at Wardha, 
This will facilitate liaison between them and tho Rural Uplift Department of 
Government. Tlio centre is to comprise villages within a radius of fivo miles of 
tho contra! village. Buuh centres will bo seleotod from villages having a tradition 
behind thorn of spinning or n prolitahlo cnttngu industry which can l>u revived 
through (ho efluts of looul moil with Government rioJp. Tho cent res will bo 
scattered all ovor tho provinco in ordor to dissemimito now and lioallhy ideas for 
propaganda purposes. Each centra will bo in charge of ono worker who will Imj 
paid Its. U0 por mensem. Those workers will bo trained at n oonfrul institute for a 
a period of about nino months. Mr. Kbrikrishoa .lajti of tho All-India Viliago Industries 
Association has promised to holp in training thusu workers, 

Tho progress of work will Include geiiorul welfare and a subsidiary occupation. 
Tho guttural welfare activities will ombracu sanitation, health nod hygiene, viliago 
roads, cleaning of wolls and tanks and provision of water-supply, adult education and 
ogriuiiititral propaganda. On tho industry side, it is proposed to work at least ono 
oil mill throughout tho year so that tho viliago may get fresh, pure and nutritious oil. 
Tho manufacture of Jtliadi will bo tho principal industry, llio outturn of which will 
increase yearly until it reaches wori.li Rs, 1,1100 in tho fourth yoar, which is likely 
to bo required for tho coeds of villages within a todius of livo milos. Other 
subsidiary industries, such as ropumaking, rice-husking and dal-nsillitig wilt also bo 
introduced on improved methods, 

Economy Move 

la ordor to economise expenditure, Government has ducidmj that tho daily allow¬ 
ance admissible to tho Jlou'bJo Ministers should bo reduced from Rs. 9 to Rs. 5 and 
the road miloago allowance from eight annas to four nuniui por aula for tourneys 
within tho [Wiuco with elfout from 5th August HJ.S8. Similarly, it has boon decided 
to reduce the rates of mileage and daily allowanco admissible to the Hon'blo Speaker 
whilo oo tour within tho Province from tho annas eight a mile atid Its. 9 por diom 
to annas four a mile and Its, 5 per diem respectively with effect from tho same date. 

Better Relation 

Government Issued circular instructions that tho Deputy Commissioners should, on 
request, place at tho disposal of a member of the Legislative Assembly all information 
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touching tho wo Hare of the constituency which ho represents, except for instance, 
information relating to¬ 
la) confidential subjects ; 

lb) recommendations mado to superior authorities. 

(cj personal cases, and 

(d) matters pending or likely to be tho subject of adjudication in a court of taw. 
The instructions also emphasise tbe importance of the development of relations of 
mutual confidence and harmony between all officers of Government, particularly tbe 
Deputy Commissioners on the one hand and the local Members of the Legislative 
Assembly on the other. The instructions go on to say that Government hopes that 
the Members of the Legislative Assembly will utilize tho information received from 
the Deputy Commissioners to dissipate any misconceptions about local events or 
activities. 


V 

Activities of tbe Assam Government 

The Congress Ministry was born in Assam in a rather exciting and dramatic 
atmospbero. In tho last September {1933) session of the Assembly the Opposition tabled a 
no-contideoeo motion on tho Baadnilah Cabinet. In tbe face of tbe Impending 
crisis, tho Premier, bir Md. Saaduilah, who jast managed to carry on the 
administration of tho Province for noarty a year and a half with the support of 
heterogenous combine, beat a hasty retreat and tendered resignation of his Cabinet 
without waiting for tho vordict of the Assembly. Mr. G. N. Bardoloi, the Opposition 
leader was invited by tho Governor to form a cabinet, Ilo accepted tbe offer 
and submitted the names of tho personnel of his proposed cabinet. The Governor 
approved them. Bat in tho meantime the anti-Congress elements, Moslem Leaguers 
and European planting interests combined under what is called tho Assam United 
Party and tabled as many as 5G no-confidence motions on Mr. Bardoloi and bis 
colleagues who were yet to bo sworn in. A poiot of order was raised and the 
Speaker ruled that no no-conlidcnee motion bo admitted against a Ministry which had 
not as yet taken tho oatb of office. Ho thus spoiled tho game of tho Opposition 
and adjourned the Assembly sina die, acting on the suggestion of Mr. Bardoloi, 
tho loader of tho House. 

Tho Assembly dispersed and tho now Ministers went to tho Constitution Hall 
to tako thuir oath of office. But soon after their arrival there, they were told 
that tho Governor had postponed the oath-taking ceremony. An official 
Gaze!to Extraordinary was, howevor, already issued and circulated announcing 
the formation of the now cabinet and after this dramatic turn of events, the 
copies of the Gazette wore recalled aud the whole country had a hearty laughter at 
tho plight of tho then Governor wtio was responsible for this bungle. But soon, 
however, good sonso prevailed on him and be realised the futility of his attempt 
to bring back into power a party which had been discredited so often in the 
past aud which was nothing but a queer amalgam of so many conflicting 
interests, without having a common policy or programme. Tho next day, therefore, 
he called back <ho now Ministers, administered them the oath and formerly installed 
them in office. This is, in brief, tho story of the birth of tho Congress Coalition 
Ministry in Assam. 

When the present Ministry was formed in September last in tho midst of such 
turmoil, the public were naturally doubtful about its fato for tho air was still 
full of sounds of sabre-rattling of tho Leaguers and European planters who 
declared from house-top that it was a minority Ministry aud as such it would 
collapse the moment the open session of the Assembly mot. The Assembly, 
however, dil meet and in its December session, the division list on the no- 
confidence motion sponsored by the Opposition disclosed that it was in stronger 
position than was ever thought of. The latest position of the Ministerialist party is 
GO in a houso of 108 members, including tho Speaker. 

It must bo mentioned en parianf that Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress 
President, played a very important rote in the formulation of tho Congress 
Ministry in Assam. Oe went to Shillong at the grave risk of his health, for ha 
was not keeping well at that time, and assisted the Congress Party with 
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his wtso counsel and excellent whipping whioli it badly needed, For all this, 

bo deserves tho grateful thanks of the pcoplo of tho whole Province. 

Conquers PaoQiuuuB 

The prosont Ministry Is not purely Congress, it is a Coalition Ministry. But as 
all the members iu it have accepted tho Congress principle and programme, it is 

os good as a pure Congress Ministry. Following tho Congress principle, the 

Ministers have accepted tho Balary of Rs. 50(1 oaolt and introduced in the adminis¬ 

tration tho spirit of nationalism and Borvtce which whs absent in tho former 
regime. Formerly, tho relation between tho Polico and the people, specially 
Congressman, was ono of mistrust and suspicion, But this Ministry have act it 
right and put in a basis of mutual liolp and understanding. Tho Premier, Mr. 
Bardolai has issuod a circular to all Government servants, especially tho Polico, 
explaining to them tho change of administration and impressing upon thorn the 
desirability of changing their outlook in tho present changed circumstances. Ho has 
asked them not to forgot that they are tho sorvnnts of tho poop to and not their 
masters as they formerly considered them to bo and advised them always to work 
in that spirit, 

Economy Move 

Tho Ministry have also introduced a number of othor reforms in tho administra¬ 
tion. As already said tho? have reduced tlioir salary and given the savings thus 
accrued for the uplift of tho tribal people. They have made furthor reduction in 
land revonuo much in excess of what was granted by tho last Cabinet They have 
remitted tho laud rovonuo in tho areas affectod by tho last floods. They have 
effected economy in tho expenditure on the administration by making an all-round 
10. p. a, reduction in tho travelling allowance of tho Ministers aud Government 
otlioials. They have released all political prisoners and detouu&. They have 
formulated an industrial schema tor tho improvement of nil small industries. They 
have Introduced reforms in jaiIs in tho Province. As a measure of furthor economy, 
with a view to realising more funds for their utilisation on tho nation-building work, 
they aro reorganising service* tiling whore possible new scales of pay and restricting 
expenditure on less useful publio works. They have curtailed tho Polico budget aud 
given more money for the education of tho tribal people of backward communitioa. 
They aro going to introduce labour legislation for tho benefit of tho workers at 
Digool and in tea plantations. To tap additional sources of rovonuo they propose 
to introduce in tho next session of tho Assembly tho following five taxation bills 
and it is expected that when these bills aro passed and placed on the statute book 
the Government will bo able to wipe out the chronic deficit of tho Provineo ;— 

fl} Assam Agricultural Income tax Bill, 

(2) Assam Hales of Motor Spirit and Lubicrants Taxation Bill. 

(3) Assam Halos Tax Bill to provide for imposition and collection of tax on 
sales of articles of luxury. 

(4) Assam Excise (Amendment, Bill to soouro greater control over tho 

consumption of litjuor, 

(5) Assam Amusements and Dotting Tax Bill to make an addition to publio 
revenue of Assam and for that purpose to impose a tax? on entertainments and other 
amusements nnd on certain form of bettings. 

(G) Assam Prohibition bill will also bo introduced for prohibition of manufacture, 
solo ami consumption of liquors, *fadi’ and drugs In tho Province. 

Another bill for distribution of powers of tho Commissioners of Burma Valley and 
Assam Valloy Divisions will also bo introduced in view of the fact that the Post 
of tho Burma Valley Commissioner hae been abolished. Provision has also been 
made in this til! for discharge of duties devolving on tho Commissioners in the 
event of tho remaining post of tho Assam Vulloy Commissioner being also abolished. 


Activities of the N. W. frontier Pr. Government 

The following account of tho activities of the N. W. Frontier Government was 
contributed to tho Press by Mr. ltam Lai yiamla • 

The present Ministry in tho Frontier Province took office on ?lh September, 1937 
i.e., about 8 months aftor the introduction of tho Provincial Autonomy ia tho Province. 
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The Party at tho tim-3 of its birth consists! of only 19 members elected oa Congress 
ticket in a house of 50 members, Including the speaker. The Congress Party, there¬ 
fore, at the time of their coming ioto existence on the Ministerial benches, eonld not 
cta'ra to have a true majority in the Hons? and had to depend on other Progressive 
elements to be able to share tho responsibility of the administration on an efficient 
basis. The Democratic Party of Hazara District under tho lead of Hon'ble Khan 
Mohammad Abbas Khan, which bad broken away from the Qayam Ministry, came to 
the rescue of the Congress Party in their effort to oast the reactionary Government 
from the Iod-I of the brava Pathaos, substitqting it by a popular government. A few 
unattached ra cabers also jointed the Party, which gamed a clear majority for the 
purjiose of running the government, Having formed a coalition under these circums¬ 
tances. Dr, Khan bihib, the L"iiet of ttie Party, accepted the invitation of His 
Erc-llency to form a stable government io the Province. The Party added to its 
strength by winning three bye-elections, counting 22 Congress member’s in a Ministerial 
Parly of 27 members. The resignation of M-did. Sarnia Jan. owing to differences with 
tho Ministry, again reduced its strength by one vote. Another handicap which tho 
Congress Party had to encounter in this peculiar Province was that it hail to depend 
on the subvention of a erore of rut-oes from the Central Government to ran ibo 
inflexible revenue of hardly Rs. 8,000,000. 

RlLIZP TO Pe*9*5TBT 

Tho first relief granted by the Ministry was a remission ol the land revenae of 
about one lakh which was granted to the petty land-bclders paying a land 
revenue of Rs. 5 or below. AVhat a marked contrast with the achievements of Sir 
pikaodar's Ministry in the Punjab, whose all agrarian reforms benefited the big 
landholders at the cost of the poor peasants. Dr. Khan's cabinet remitted another 
lakh of rupees from the water rates to the sugar cane growers of Marijan and 
Peshawar districts, who were in utter distress in addition to a remission of Rs. 55.000 
in land revenue to the zemindars of Mardan District. Another remission of four 
annas in a rupee was granted for the Kliarif harvest of 1937. The Government 
further suspended the reeovory of the irrecoverable loans of the Takavi which 
amounted to more than 2 and one-fourth lakhs. The annua! instalment paid by tho 
Municipality of D. 1. Khan towards tho construction of bund was reduced by 
Rs. 5&.CCQ, its yearly interest being reduced from 6 to 3 per cent. 

Kauai Lots 

Although the Government of tho Province ordered a remission of Rs. 8.10,000 
in connection with the Kobat loan, the ac'ion of Dr. Khan'e Ministry had been 
the subject of severe criticism not only amongst tho opponents of the Party, hut 
also by the Congressmen themselves who characterised it as a glaring instance of the 
breach of promise. It may be recalled that the Congress Ministry had 
advocated the entire remission of this loan in their election manifesto in addition to 
the promise made by various membra of the Party in the coarse of the election¬ 
eering campaign. Another reason why the Government is being condemned in this 
connection is that they had eujuyel this remission from the Central Government 

which had originally advanced the sum. Deputations of Kohaties had waited upon 

Pandit Jawaharla! and Mahatma Gandhi during I heir Frontier sojourn. The Frontier 
Government was reported to have agreed to the reconsideration of their decision. 

LoCiL ECU’ G0VTR5i£E>'T 

The principal achievement of the Ministry in the domain of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment is the abolition of tho Dominated block and the ex-officio chairman and 
presidents of the District Boards and the Municipal Committee throughout the 
Province. The Ministry of L/?cai Self-Government have farther under their 

consideration, • proposal to do away with the nomina'ei element iu the notified 
areas with the exception ol ex-officio presidents. The Government have issued 

preliminary notifications regarding the establishment of village connc is (Paochyats) 
on an experimental basis in the districts of Peshawar, Mardun and I)era Ismail 
Khan. The Government have aso approve-! the system of joint electorate with 
reservation of seats for the minorities in District Boards, Municipalities and Notified 
area Committee. To eradicate corruption from the cive aim nistration of tho 
Province the Ministry have suspended a number of local bodies inc'uli&g the 
Municipal Committees of Banna and Abbottahad. The Government have also decided 
to constitute small town committees in BalLraod other places. 

33 
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Indented Agricultural Relief Act 

With a sits it to giving relief to indebted agriculturists tlio Indebted Agricultural 
Relief Act sponsored by Hou'ble Qazi Attaultnh Khan, Minister of Education was 
passed by the Assembly oa the lines of tho Madras Relief Indebtedness Act This 
Act however, led to a vigorous opposition both inside and outside the Assembly by 
the ’minority enrorouutties of tho Province. Meetings wore held in every nook'and 
corner of the Province where Hindus and Sikhs protested against tho legislation and 
appealed to the Government to withhold his assent from it, A minorities conference 
was also held at Peshawar where a vehement criticism of this measure was indulged, 
liai Bahadur Midir t hamt Ktranna, tho Hindu loader, and ox-Finance Minister, was 
leading tho agitation on this issue. 

YlLLAUE COMMUNICATIONS 

About Ils, 7,0.),0C0 was spent on the construction of now roads, improvements 
to existing cross-country road, and reconstruction of bridges from provincial share 
to the road-devcl.ipmout fund. Another sum of Lis. J3,ltA) was spent «n inter-village 
communication which was rout out of tho grant of the Central Government for 
economic dovolopmeot of rural areas. 

Medical Relies 

To take stringent measures far tho treatment mid prevention of Tuberculosis, tho 
Government has decided for the construction of a sanitarium nt Dadot, in Hazara 
District. It will have 0-f bods suited to nil classes, involving a reetiming expenditure 
of Rs. ilt.OOG per annum fur its maintenance, Tho opening of the sanitarium, 

which has boeu considerably delayed on account of Hoods in river Siren will 

take place tiy April t.oxt, Tho schema of medical examination of school children 

has boon extended to schools in selected areas. Grants have been given for on 
up-to-date hospital in Mnrdan for constituting on X Kay dopnmaout of Lady 

Reading Hospital at Poshwar, for the extentioli of femnlo medical aid to different 
hospitals by tho appointment of lady doctors, trained nurses and tho starting of 
maturoity welfare centres. 

Induktuulisation of Province 

Realising that tho only way to miliguto unomployment amongst tho educated youths 
of tho Province, with a view to usher in a now era of prosperity for tho puopio to 
bettor its linances, and to exploit tlio various resources of tho Province to attain 
maximum benelits, tho Frontier Government has taken on hands sevoral proposals for 
tho industrialisation of tho Province. To give practical shape to thuir schemes it has 
boon decided to sot'up a big sugar factory nt Fnkhftt Hai, tlio well-known sugar-cane 
growing coulru of the North in Murdan District, Tho Company bus already been 
floated and the Government has bought shares worth Rs, 9,0U,(XJU, 'Tlio Company will 
start working from April next, tho machinery is on its way to tho country. Tlio 
Provincial Government havo agreed to grant permission for tho erection of a tanning 
factory at Peshawar, on tlio condition that 80 por cent, of the nn-skilted labour em¬ 
ployed in the factory shall bo tho iulialiitants of this Province, that in tho allotment 
of shares, prefaiooco shall be given to Frontier capital, in addition tu rosurving 10 
per cent, of tho total shares for tho labourors Iheinsotves. Thu Government has fur¬ 
ther decided that & pur cent, of tho not prollt of the Company shall bo spent for the 
comforts and betterment of tlio labourors, Tho Government has further ordered the 
industrial survey of tho Province to explore other avenues for the starling of more 
industrial concerns. Tho Government has also started a II nod loom Wuaviog Institute, 
having spent Its. 9,000 on thu purchase of woui-ualdiug and spuming set, Ifa. 17,1)00 
on the purchase of woollen raising and finishing plant und ifa. 15,DOG oa the purchase 
of hand-woven cotton cloth finishing calnodur. 

Education 

Tho Frontier Govoromont have oponed 50 more Disliict Hoard primary schools for 
boys in addition to a number of adult schools in tho Province, Tlio post of the 
Director of Public Instruction was provincialized and for the first time an Indian was 
appointed to tho job, in addition to looping m aboyaoeo the post of the Inspector of 
Vernacular Education, which has saved tho Province a sum of Its. 9,ts00 per annum. 
A sum of Ha. -J4,GCO was sanctioned as uon-recurring grant fur agiiculturaf classes in 
tbs lslamia College at Peshawar, 
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The Indian National Congress 

Proceedings of the Working Committee 

Wardha—2Zrd. July to 27th. July 1938 

A meeting of the Working Cimmittea was hold at Wardha, 23-27 July, 1933. Shri 
Subbas Chandra Boso presided, 

Tho members present were Maulana Abut Kalam Azad, Sbris Sarojini Natdo, 
ValhiMibbiu Patel, R/ijendra Prasad, Jatnnala! Bajaj, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 
Bhnhibhai Deaai, Patlabbi Bitnramayya, Barat Chandra Bose, Bhaokarrao Deo, 
Harekrishna Mehtnb and J. B. Kripalani, 

MlfrtJTEB 

The mi oases of (be last meeting wero confirmed. 

The Asbhba, Kerala and Karnatak Deputations 

Tho Andhra and Kerala Separation and tho Karnatak Unification deputations wailed 
on the Working Committee. Tbo Committee heard them at great length and passed 
tho following resolution :— 

•Having beard the views of tho deputations of Andhra P. O, C., the Andhra 
Mahasabhn, the Karnatak Unification Committee, the Karnatak P. C, C. and the Kerala 
P. C. C, on tho question of tho redistribution of provinces in India on a linguistic 
basis for administrative purjwses, this Committee declares that tba resolution of the 
Madras legislature r>o iingtPBtic provinces and of the Bombay legislature on the 
separation of the Karnatak province were passed with the previous sanction of the 
Parliamentary eSub-Committeo and tho full approval of this committee. This Com¬ 
mittee desires to assure the people of the area concerned that the solution 
of this question would bo undertaken as a part of the faturo scheme of tho 
Government of India as soon as the Congress has tbo power so to do and calls upon 
the people of this area to desist from any further agitation in this behalf which 
may divert attention from tho main issue now before the country. 

Provincial Quota 

Tho Committee eonsidorod llto loiter of the Bind P, C. C. for the reduction in 
tho provincial quota. The opinion of the Committee was that no reduction was 
possible. 


Complaints about Local Bodies 
The following resolution was passed : 

“Resolved that no complaints in oosncclion with election and other affairs of the 
Municipal and other local bodies bo addressed to or entertained by the Working 
Committee, until after such oomplaints have been placed before tho Goal provincial 
authority and decided npan,” 

Settlement in Connection who Dry Fruit Trade 
The foltowiug resolution was passed : 

“The Working Committeo appreciate the action of tho Afghan Government in 
abolishing the monopolistic arrangements made by them for controlling tho export 
trade ip dry fruit which were detrimental to the interests of Indian merchants in 
Afghanistan and India. Tho Committeo welcome tho restoration of status quo in 
this behalf which will help to improve friendly feelings between the people of India 
and Afganislao.” 


Late Bum Raja Rau 
The following resolution was passed ; 
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“The Wot kin" Commit lee depressed their sorrow at tho premature and sudden 
death of SUii it. K«ja Rao, tho foimer ofHeo secretary of the A. I. C. C. and convoy 
their condolence to the family of the deceased.” 

“Resolved that a gratuity of Rs. 1,000 ho granted to Hie widow of Sbri B. Raja 
Kau in recognition of lits loyal services to the Congress Organisation.” 

Note: Suris Rlmtsbhni Desni and Barat Chandra Rosa were good enough 
(o contribute half of this amount. The remaining half (Rs. 5(X.) was to be paid 
from tbo A. 1. C. C. funds. 

Expeht Committee 

Tho following resolution was passed ; 

“With reference to the resolution passed by tho Working Committee at Word ha 
on August 14-17, 101(7, relating to the appointment of an Expert Committee to 
explore tbo possibilities of an All India Industrial Plan, it is lesolved that as a 
preliminary step the President bo authorised to convene a conferuneo of the 
Ministers of Industries at nn early date and cai! for a report of tho existing in¬ 
dustries operating iu different provinces and tho needs and possibilities of now ones,” 

Pituni-BE.vQiLt CoN'rnovEtisv 

The following resolution was passed : 

“Resolved that Shri Rajendra Prasad be authorised to gn into tho Bihari-Bengali 
controversy relating to tho questions of (1) Domicile, (2) Publio Services (3) Educa¬ 
tion and (41 Trade and Commerce, and settle it iinaliy. 

“Pending tho settlement of this controversy, the Woikiug Committee appeal to 
all concorned, particularly to the Press of Behnr and Bengal to desist from any 
further agitation in this behalf and help in orenting a proper atmosphere for the 
just and harmonious solution of tho whole problem." 

Dei-otatio.n or Vitos shd Homeopstiis 

Tho Deputation waited upon the Working Committro, The view of tho Deputa¬ 
tion were hoard at some length and fho following ivsolulion was passed : 

“The Working Committee received a deputation of medical practitioners othor than 
allopaths. Tho Committee aie of opinion that innumerable po'smis in towns and 
villages of India aro receiving tho benefit of treatment under other systems like 
Ayurveda, Uoani and Homeopathy and they should recoivo recognition and en¬ 
couragement from Congress Oovornmoots. Tho Committee aro further of opininon 
that while measures may be adopted to ensure efficiency of such practitioners, 
nothing should be done to penaliso any pa.tiouinr system. As regards the objection 
to partioular proposals in tho Bill pending before tho Legislative Assembly of 
Bombay, tho matter is referred to tbo 1’arliumentary Sub-Committee,” 

Isdun Sister 

(«1 By tho Flaripnra resolution the Congress Committees in tho Indian States 
were placed under tho direct eontrol of tbo Working Committee, In this connection 
tho following resolution was passed : * 

“Resolved that for tho time being, tho State Congress Committees do function 
as heretofore under the jurisdiction of their respective Provincial Congress 

Committees.” 

th) Congratulations to Mansa and othor States, Tho following resolution was 
parsed : 

“Thu Working Committee congratulate tho people of Mansa. Wala. Ramdutg, 
■Tamil bandi and Mtraj on tho success they have achieved in their brave and non¬ 

violent sirugglo for (he vindication of their economic and political rights.” 

(c) Sympathy for Nilgiri (Utkal). Tho following resolution was pasBed: 

“Tbo Working Committee express their sympathy for the people of Nltgiri Elate 

in Orissa on the non-violent struggle they have been cairytiig on against the re¬ 

gulations banning meetings, processions and tho formation of associations within 
the State. 
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Tfiu FTnripnra resolution about Coorg has not been properly reformed in the 
Bulletin. It is recorded ibat Coorg bu uni tod “wjl ii Karnatnk io tho province of 
Bombay," It should ho that Coorg bo united “with Karnatak in tho provinoe of 
Madras,“ The Committee authorised tho correction. 

SlKAIl 

Tho following rosolution was passed : 

“Having hoard tho account of tho settlement of Jaipur-Sikar dispute from Sbri 
Jnmnalal Bijaj, tho Commit too congratulate the people of Sikar on having listened 
to his counsel and shown tho true spirit of bravery io having decided to give up 
tho idea of armed resistance and adopt tho motbod of non-violence resulting io the 
prevention of bloodshed wbiah was imminent. 

“The Working Committee rogrot tho needless loss of lifo that resulted during tho 
recent firing in Sikar on the 4th July and oipress their condolence to the families 
of the deceased. 

“The Working Committee hope that in tho future dealings with tho people of 
Sikar tho Jaipur authorities will act in a spirit of ooncili otion so as to restore friend¬ 
ly relations between tho Stale and the Rao llaja and tho people of Sikar.’* 

Presidents o? Local Bodies and Party Discipline 

On a referonoo made by Mahakosal P. C. C. whother the Presidents of local 
bodies who wore Congressman wore above party discipline, it was decided that the 
Presidents of such bodies if they wore Congressmen wore as muob bound by the 
Congress discipline as any other Congressman. 

Fhe C. P. Ministerial Crisis 

Tho Com mi! tee as it mot on the 23rd was informed of what had happened upto 
then by Shri Vallabhbhai Patel, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee. 
Tho compromise arrived at Paohonrhi had not been carried out obviously by tho 
Premier. ,Tho Ministry was not therefore _ working smoothly. There were press 
roi>orts that two Misistow had put their resignation in the hand of the Premier on 
July 15. Dr. Khars sent a report to Shri Vallabhbhai Patel that he and some of 

his colleagues had not come to any agreement about some of the items of tho 

Pachmarhi compromise. At tho same timo tho Premier wroto that ha would not 
take any preeipituto action and leavo the matter to Shri Vallabhbhai for final decision 
and would keep him inlormod about further developments. Ho did not however 
mention anything about any resignations from his Cabinet Shri Vallabhbhai sent 
word to Dr. Khuro not to precipitate matters as the whole question would bo gone 
into and decided upon by the Parliamentary Sub- Committee and the Working 

Ocmtaitteo meeting on the 23rd July. Ou the morning of the 21st however, Nagpur 
and tho whole of India were surprised and shocked to learn that Dr. Khare along 
with two of bis colleagues, Shris Dole and Deshmukh had resigned and their 
resignations bad boon accented by the Governor, The remaining three Ministers, 
Sbris Shukla, Misra and Mehta who had refused to resign were dismissed by the 
Governor, Not only this but during the course of the night of the 20th a new 
Ministry had been formed without the oonseat and permission of tho Congress 

authorities. 

What had happened was that on the noon of the 19th Dr. Khare had enquired 
of his colleagues if they would rosign in the event of his resigning. The 3 
Mahakoshnl ministers informed him that they would not, without orders from the 
Congress higher authorities and that ho himself should not precipitate matters, 
on the evo of the meetings of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and 
Working Committee. Dr. Khare however sent his resignation and that of the two 
consenting ministers. Thereupon tho Governor invited the three remaining 
ministers to put in their resignation. They asked for time to consult tho Congress 
authorities. They put themselves in touch with Shri Rajendra Prasad who was at 
Wardha on the night of the 20th. Shri Rajendra Prasad advised them not to 
resign and sent letters to Dr. Khare, Goto and Deshmukh advising them to withdraw 
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thoir resignations or at least not insist upon Ihnir acceptance till Iho Working 
OoramiUoo had mot. These letters htul no oiTect. The Mahakoshai ministers informed 
tho <i over nor that as instructed by llto Congress authorities they were unable to 
resign Thoretipon the Governor accepted tho resignations o£ the 
Premier and the 2 ministers who had resigned and terminated tho office of tho 
remaining 3 ministers. At 5 n.ro. on tho 21st ho called I>r. Khare to form 
a now ministry. l>r. Kharo gave tho names of Sbris tiole, Dcshmukh, AgniMioj 
and Pyarolai Singh ns his now colleagues. All this drama was enacted during 
tho course of one night. 

The Parliamontarv Sub-Committee that met at Wardhn on tho 22nd called 
Dr, Kharo, Tho President was also nreaunt. The President and tho Committee 
had some discussion with l)r. Kharo who was now convinced that ho had com¬ 
mitted a grave error of judgment in resigning himself and calling upon his 
collogues to do likowiso without consulting either the Parliamentary Sub-Committee 
or the Working Commsiko. Tho only cmirso therefore loft for him was to 
undo tho wrong that had been done. Dr. Kharo with tlio advice of the 
President and the Parliamentary Sub-Oommitteo returned to Nagpur and placed 
tho following iottor of resignation in tho hands of tho Governor on tho 23rd : 

“Dear Sir Francis* \ 

Since my resignation and formation o! Iho now Cabinet I have had oppor¬ 
tunities of consulting tho Congress President nnd tho Parliamentary Sub¬ 
committee. As a result of this consultation 1 have como to realise that in 
submitting resignation and forming a nuw eabinnt [ have acted hastily and committed 
an erior of judgment. I, therefore, hereby fender resignation on behalf of myself 
and my colleagues.’" 

Ou the evening of 23rd Dr. Kbaro was again called to Wardha to meet tho 
Working Committee. The Committee indicated ta him that tho natural eonserjiionco 
of his resignation as the Premier was that ho Rhould resign tho leadership of the 
U. P. Parliamentary party. Ho accepted this positiott hut Informix! the Committee 
that after his resignation'was necoptod by the party, he would again put himself 
forward ns a candidate for tho namo position, Tho t ommittoo indicated to him that 
after all that had happened it would not bo proper for him to adopt such a course, 
fu tho event of his persisting the committee would he constrained in pronounce 
their judgment on tho series of events culminating jij his forming tho now ministry. 
Dr. Khare however insisted upon what ho oalled his right to contest tho election 
for tho leadership, 

Tho Committeo also advised Dr. Kharo lo call Iho meeting of tho party on the 2?th 
at Wardhn. In this connection ho issued the following notice calling a mooting of the 
C. P. Parliamentary party : 

“A special meeting of tho C. P. and llorar Congress Assembly Party wilt bo held 
at Wardha on Wednesday tho 27th July at U a.m. to consider : 

1. The situation created by tho resignation of tho Premier and his two colleagues, 
tho dismissal of tho threo Mahakosbal Blinistors, tho reformation of lire now Ministry 
and its subsequent resignation ; 

2. Designation of tho Leader ; 

3. 'Iho election of tho Loader. ' 

Under somo misapprehension telegrams Imva hnun sent to some members of tho 
party informing them that the above meetings will bo held at Nagpur. They will 
please nolo that tho above mooting will bu hold at Wardha and not at Nagpur.” 

On the 23th overling Dr. Khare along with Iho Congress President and somo mem¬ 
bers of tho Working Committeo met (Jandhiji at Hhoguou. Alter somo discussion it 
was proposed that Dr. Khare should make a stale moat und issue it to tho press. Dr, 
Kharo accordingly prepared a statement. Home additions and alterations were 
suggested hy Gandhiji. After considering these, I)r. Kharo changed his mind and 
wanted lima to consult Ids friends at Nagpur and decide whether lie would issue 
tbu statement or not. Hu said that if by 3 p.ia, on tho 2l*th tho Working Committee 
did not hear from him it must bo considered that he wuh not prepared to issue any 
statement. At 3 p.m. ou tho 20th the Working Comraitloe wore informed by a phono 
message from Nagpur that Dr. Kharo was not proparod to issue tho statement iu 
question. Tbo Working Committeo thereupon passed tho following resolution 
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Resultmos 

“After Laving heard the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and given anxious considera¬ 
tion to the circumstances that happened since the agreement ariived at in Paehmarhi 
between tho Ministers in the presence of the members of the Parliamentary Sub¬ 
committee and tho Presidents of the three Provincial Congress Committees concerned 
and after having had several interviews with Dr. Khaio, tho Working Committee 
have reluctantly come to the conclusion that by the series of aets committed by Dr, 
Khare culminating in his resignation of bis charge and demanding the resignation of his 
colleagues of their charge, Dr. tCharo was guilty of grave errors of judgment which 
hsvo exposed the Congress in the 0. P. to ridicule and brought down its prestige. 
He was also guilty of gross indiscipline ta that he acted in spite of warning against 
any precipitate action. Uis resignation was the direct cause of the exercise, for tho 
first lime since ofisce acceptance by the Congress, by a Governor of bis special powers 
whereby Dr. Khare's three colleagues were dismissed. The Working Committee note 
with satisfaction that these throe Congress Miaistara showed their loyalty to tbs 
Congress by declining, without instructions from the Parliamentary Sub-Committee, 
to tender their resignations which were demanded by the Oovernor. Dr. Kbare was 
further guilty of indiscipline in accepting the invitation of tho Governor to form a 
new ministry and contrary to the practice of which ho was aware in actually forming 
n now ministry and taking the oath of allegiance, without reference to the Parlia¬ 
mentary Sub-Committee and the Working Committee, specially when he knew that 
the meetings of those bodies wore imminent. By all these acts of his, Dr. Khare has 
proved himself unworthy of holding positions of responsibility in the Congress orga¬ 
nisation. Ho should be so considered till, by his services as a Congressman, he has 
shown himself well-balanced and capable of observing strict discipline and discharging 
tho duties that may be undertaken by him. 

“Tho Working Committee have also come to Hie reluctant conclusion that H. E. 
tho Governor of the C. P. has shown by the ugly hasto with which ho turned night 
into day and forced tho crisis that has overtaken the province that he was eager to 
weaken and discredit tho Congress in so far as it lay in him to do so. Tho Working 
Committee hold that knowing, as lie must have, what was going on among the mem¬ 
bers of the then cabinet and instructions ot tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee ha 
ought not to have, with unseemly haste, accepted the resignation of the 
three Slmisters and demanded the resignation of the othur throe, dismissed them on 
their refusal to resign and immediately called upon Ur. Khare to from a new 
Ministry aud sworn in the available members of the now Ministry without waiting 
for the meeting of the Working Committee which was imminent.'* 

Tho Working Committee passol another resolution proscribing the procedure to 
be followed in the parly meeting called for the 27th at Wardha. The resolution 
said : ‘"With reference to iho meeting of the C. P. Congress Parliamentary Party 
convened at tho instance of the Working Committee, tho Working Committee decided 
that in the special eiicumstauces that have arisen the President do preside over the 
meeting, communicate to it the resolution of the Working Committee passed on tho 
, 26ih July H13S relating to tho ministerial crisis in C. P. and conduct its proceedings. 
Thu Working Committee also decide that tho meeting be held at the Navabharat 
VnJyuiaya, Wardlia.’* 

The C. P. Parliamentary party mot as directed at Wardha on tho 27th at 9 a. m. 
President Ssibitas Chandra Bose presided. Those present were the members of the 
C. P. Parliamentary Party, the members of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee, the 
General Secretary of tho Congiess and tho Presidents of the 3. P. C. Cs—Mabakoslial, 
Nagpur and Berar. in the voting however only the members of the party 
participated. 

Tim President began the proceedings by reading the resolution of tho Working 
Committee. He then placed the resignation of Dr. Kharo from the leadership of the 
party before tho meeting. This was accepted. Ho thereafter called upon the 
members to elect their new leader. Ono member proposed the name of Dr. Khare 
ami asked for tho ruling of the President if bis_ name could be proposed. The 
president pointed out that tho resolution ot tho Working Committee was before tho 
meeting and if in tho face of that Dr. Khato’s name was proposed he would accept 
the proposal and allow voting thereon. On the President giving this ruling the 
name of Dr. Kharu was withdrawn. Tho other Dames proposed were those at 
bhris Jsjuji, tbhukfa, Gupta, Khandekar, Mehta aud Deshmukb. As Jajuji’s consent had 



2<Jl TOE WORKING COilMinfeE PliOCEfcDINGS [ waitea*— 

not boon taken his nsnw was withdrawn. Shris Gupta, Khnndekar and M*'hta 
declined to stand, There thus remained only 2 candidate* in tho field, Shris 
Shukia and Doshrnukh. Votes wero taken. Shri StmkSa got 4? and Shri Deshmiilth 
12 solos. 13 members remained neutral. The President declared Shri Shukia as 
the duly elected Leader of the C. P. Parliamentary party. 

SritEutsT nv the PanuiaESTaHY Son-CosiititTEB 

As considerable interest is being taken by tho public in tho inoidonts culminating 
in the resignation of Dr. Khnro (rom the Prime Ministership mid the election ot 
Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukia as the leader of the Congress Patty in the C. P. 
Assembly, and as inferences are being drawn from uuauthenlicated facts, it is 
necessary to eiplain the correct facts of the oaso. 

Shortly before tho meeting of the Working Committee in Bombay in the mtddlo 
of May last, differences among the th"n Ministers of the C. P. and Borar became 
marked, nod four of tho Ministers tendered their resignations to the Ftimo Minister. 
One of them later withdrew his resignation. Without taking their party into con¬ 
fidence, all tho Ministers came to Bombay nnd sought the assistance of tho Working 
Committee, The matter was thus plncpd before the Working Committee which 
asked tho Parliamentary S.io-Cunmifteo to have a meeting of tho Congress Party 
in tho C. P. Assembly convened and the matter settled id consultation with it 

Accordingly, n mooting of tho Party was convened at Pnehmarhi which was 
attended by tho Chairman and one of the members of the Parliamentary Bub- 
Committee, os also the Presidents of tho Provincial Congress Committee of Bernr, 
Nagpur and Mahakoshat. Ultimately, tho ministers reported to the Parliamentary 
Bub Committeo that they had themselves composed their differences, bad agreed to 
a compromise and wero prepared to work together. 

The Party and tho Sub-Committee dispersed with tho hope that tho differences 
had been settled, and the parties concerned would give effect to tho terms of tho 
compromise, and there would act be any more unseemly exhibition of differences. 
But the hope was doomed to disappointment, nnd ruports began to reach Surdar 
Vullnbhbhai Patel, tho Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee, that tire terms 
wore not being observed by Dr. Kharo. The Surdar had appealed to Dr. Kharo to 
observe the terms of the settlement honourably mid had also requested him to leave 
the final decision to the judgment of tho Working Committee, in case of dis¬ 
agreement. 

Things wero going on in this way. when differences nmong the ministers ngain 
became acute about the 13th of July, and reports appeared in the press that two of 
them, Messrs, Dole and Deslimukh, had tendered their resignations to the Premier, 
On the Ihth of July, Dr, Khnro submitted his report to Surdar Patel about tho 
steps tnken to implement tho Pachraarhi Agreement and of tho situation as it stood 
up to that date. Uo also wrote to Bardar Pule! that thoy had not boon able 
to come to say agreement till then, owing to marked differences in their respective 
outlooks, but at the same timo assured him that ho would take no precipitate 
action and leave the matter to him for Anal decision. Ho requested the Bardar to 
give him an opportunity to place his view-point boforo him before a decision was 
reached. Ho added that he would keep the Bardar t informod from timo to time 
about the events as they occunod. Dr. Kharo did not say any thing about tho resigna¬ 
tions of his two colleagues. 

It will bo remembered that n meeting of tho Working Committee had boon Used 
to take place at Wardha on tho 9th of July, but on account of tho illness of ttia 
President, it had to bo postponod to 23rd July. After tins assurance from Dr, Kharo, 
the Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committoc naturally felt that nothing was 
going to happen until the 23rd July, when tho whole matter could bo considered by 
the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and, if necossary, by the Working Committee; so 
ho went to Poona for a mooting of the Bombay Assembly Party and later to Ahraeda- 
bad for the inauguration of tho Prohibition campaign. 

On tho 19th July, Dr. Kharo wrote to his colleagues that ho was going to resign 
and, aitur pointing out that under Parliamentary conventions when a Premier resigned 
tus colleagues should also resign, ho asked for an assurance from them that they 
would observe this convention and resign with him. On tha 20lh July, Messrs. 
Shukia, Miabra and Alohta individually replied to him expressing their inability to 
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resign in the absence of instructions from the Parliamentary Committee or the Work¬ 
ing Committee. At noon the same day. Dr. Khare submitteed bis resignation to the 
Governor along with the resignations of his two colleagues, Messrs. Goto and Desh- 
mukb. The Governor wanted the icsigBitions of the other three Ministers in pursu¬ 
ance of tbo convention referred to above. This was some time in the afternoon of 
the 2Dtb duly. Mr, Shukla and ofhets tried to got in telephonic touch with Sardar 
Yaliabhbhai Patel who was at Ahmedabad, bat failed. Two of them then went to 
Wardha with Thskur Chhedilal, President of the Mahakoshal Provincial Congress 
Committee, and met Babu Bijendra Prasad and explained the situation to him. They 
all then saw Mahatma Gandhi at Shegaon, bat he refused to give them any advice in 
the matter, as ho had refused to givo any advice to Dr. Khare on previous occasions 
in respect of the differences amongst the Ministers. 

Baba Rajondra Prasad, however, advised the Ministers to explain to the Governor their 
relationship with the Parliamentary Stub-Committee and the Working Committee and 
to ask for lime till the 25rd July and not to tender it, if he insisted on their resigna¬ 
tion in spite of their explanation. Babu Rajendrn Prasad wrote letters to Dr. Khare, 
Sir. Golo and Mr Deshmukh, as also to Mr. Shukla, Mr. Mishra and Mr. Mehta in 
terms of this advice. Bo aivised Dr. Khare not to precipitate matters and to wait 
till the meeting of the Working Committee on the 23rd of July. He pointed out that 
the members of the Parliamentary Bub-Committeo would all be at Wardha on the 
22ad of July and there was no reason for any precipitate action. He suggested to 
him to withdraw Ilia resignation or at any rate to ask the Governor to hold it in 
abeyance. 

In bis latter to Messrs. Deshmukh and Gole, he advised them also not to precipitate 
matters and to withdraw their resignations. It was ten o’clock at night when thesa 
letters were completed and male over to Thakur Chhedilal to be delivered to the 
addressees. A telephonic message was sent by Thakur Chhedilal from Wardha to Dr. 
Khare at Nagpur that an important communication was being sent to him. Thi3 
message was received by Dr. Khare in the presence ot Messrs Gole and Deshmukh, 

On arrival at Nagpur shortly after midnight, Thaknr Chhedilal went to the house 
of Dr. Khare where ho met Messrs Hole and" Deshmukh and delivered the letters 
addressed to them. Ho could not deliver the letter to Dr. Khare as ho was told that 
Dr. Kharo was not in the house. He returned some time later and learnt from Dr. 
Khare’s chauffeur that the Doctor was at home. Thakur Chhedilal waited till about 
2 a m. when a messenger from the Government House came with some communication 
for Dr. Khare, which was received bv Dr. Khare's son. Seeing this, Thakur Chhedilal 
requested Dr. Khare’s sou to receive the letter which he had brought from Babu 
Rajendra Prasad, but he refused to do so. Dr. Khare’s son says that he refused to 
taka it as Thakur Chhedilal insisted upon a receipt. 

Messrs Shukla, Mishra and Mehta saw the Governor by appointment about 2 o'clock 
at night, and explained their reason for refusal to tender their resignations, There¬ 
upon. their services were terminated by the Governor, and they were informed of it 
at 5 early in the morning on the 21st. A. new Ministry was formed by Dr. Khare 
and the oath of office was taken by such of the Ministers as were available some time 
in the forenoon of the 21st. 

When the members of the Parliamentary Sab-Committee arrived at Wardha on the 
morning of the 22od, they came to know of what had happened, and immediately 
wired to Nagpur requesting Dr. Khare and his new colleagues as also the dismissed 
Ministers to meet them in the evening at Wardha. Accordingly they came. The 
President of the Congress had also arrived by then. The President, the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee and some of the other members of the Working Committee who had 
also arrived met Dr. Khare, Messrs Deshmukh, Gole and Thakur Pyarelal and ascer¬ 
tained from them what had happened at Nagpur. The presidents of the Vidarbha and 
Mahakoshal Provincial Congress Committees were also present. 

It was disclosed at the meeting that Dr. Kharo had seat a messenger to Thakur 
Pyarelal Singh as far back as the 17th to inquire if he was ^willing to jam a new 
Cabinet From this, it is clear that after assurring Sardar Vatlabhbhai Patel on the 
15 th that no precipitate action would be taken and that ho would keep him informed 
of developments, Dr. Khare had set about looking for persons in place of Pandit 
Shukla and others. 

Taakur Pyarelal Singh wrote to him on the 16th giving his consent to join a new 

34 
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C-tbinot Ur. Kliaro admitted to tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee that ho mot (ho 
Governor's secretary on the 10th aod informed him of Ins intention to resign and his 
readiness to form a new Cabinet, 

Dr. Khare did ali this without lotting his colleagues or tho Parliamentary Sub¬ 
committee or tho Presidents of tho Provincial Congress Committees know anything 
about his [dans. It was only after gutting ilia consent of Thakur Pyarolal Singh that 
lie wrote to Messrs Shukla, Mehta und Misltra communicating bis intention to resign 
nnd asking for an assurance that they would also resign. It was also disclosed by 
Thakur Pyarolal Sjitigh that an tho morning of tho 22ud, beforo ho agreed to take 1 ms 
oath of otlice, extracts from a lottor purporting to have boon written by Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel wore road out to him by Dr. Kliaro in order to assure him that he 
was doing nothing wrong in joining Dr. K hare's now Cabinet. Tho letter is said to 
have contained directions to tliu addressees to follow tho party lender. As .Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel had no recollection of having written stioh n lottor, Dr, Kliaro, on 
being questioned, said that in tho month of May, snob a letter was written to soma 
person la connection with a Municipal Uourd dispute. 

When all those facts wore brought out in tho presence of Dr. Kliaro and his 

colleagues, it was pointed out to Dr. Kharo that his notions had boon unworthy of a 

person in his position. He and Ins colleagues were nsked if they could See tint 

mischief and Uio m stake and if they did so, what they would do to rectify it. 

Thav retired to a separate room for consultation amongst themselves. On their 
return, Dr. Kluro admitted tho error and expressed his willingness to resign his 
Promiarship. His colleagues undertook to do likowiso. Thakur Pyarelal Kingh 
mado a draft which in substance wan the sumo ns tho letter of resignation sent to 
the Governor on the 23rd. Dr. Khare comaiuniuatmi his decision on the telephone 
to tho Hoerotary to the Governor beforo ho loft for Nagpur at midnight. Uu the 
morning of tho 2Jrd July. Dr. Kharo sent his lottor of resignation to tho 
Governor and informed tho Parliamentary 8ub-Committuo that ho had dooo so. 

AVbeo the Working Committee mot on the 23rd it was fott that Dr. Kharo 
should be invited again to discuss tho position and accordingly ho mot the Working 
Coitroittoo in tho afternoon, it was suggested to him that a special meeting of tho 
party should bo culled to discuss tho situation to consider his resignation of the 
party leadership and to olout a Leader. He agreed to do so, and issued a notice 
convening a mooting of tho party an the 27th to transact tho above business. At tho 
rutho time, Dr, Kharo expressed his iutuntion to HtanU as a candidate for tho 
leadership. 

Tho President and tho members of tho Working Commiltoo advised him lo giro 
up his intuntiQQ iu Ins own interest. Ur, Kliaro was, however, unbending and loft 
no doubt in tho miud of tho Working Comm it tee that ho would stand as a 
Candida to. 

On the 25 th July, Dr. Kharo was again invited ftuU once more advised lo givo up 
his intention to contest tho election. Wlion ho still refused, he was advised to sue 
Gandliiji at Bhrgaon, which ho did iu company with thn Presidunt and some members 
of tho Oommitb'Q. After discussion ho scorned agreeable not to stand for election, 
and himself wrote out a draft Htutemunt Gandliiji rpade some corrections nnd 
additions. Dr. Kharo then hesitated and he was also advised not to do anything in a 
hurry but to consult ins friends and let tho Working Comrailleo know lus final 
decision by 3 o'clock in tho afternoon of the 20th July. 

Ou tho 20th July at 3 p. m. Dr. Kliaro sent a leluphonio message stating that 
ho was not agreeable to issuing nay statement in terms of tho previous night's 
draft, but that he was sending a reply with Mr, Deshmukh who would roach 
Wardlia about 5-45 p. m. by tho Bombay mail. Tho Working Commitloo waited 
till about 7 o'clock, aud then finally adopted tho resolutions which have been pub¬ 
lished. Dr. Kharo’a letter was received about 8 o’clock. 

Tho above narrative of ovonts relating to tho crisis explains tho facts and cir¬ 
cumstances winch inlluencod the decision of tho Working Committee, It is cioar 
that oven after tho i'achmaiht compromise good relations wore not maintained 
among tho Ministers. Compluints of breaches of its terms by Dr. Khare wore mado 
to bardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Homo of thorn appeared to bo obvious breaches, but 
ho urged that do precipitate action should bo taken and tried to socuro a duo fulfil¬ 
ment of the compromise. Matters ontne to a head among the Ministers and two of 
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thorn, namely, Messrs Desbmtikh and Golo resigned on the 13th July. Dr. Eliaro 
did not inform the Parliamentary Sub-Commit^o of ttioir resignations. On the 
contrary, on tho loth July, be wroto to Sird.tr Vallabhbbai Patel asssuriog him that 
no precipitate action would be taken and that ho would keep him informed of develop¬ 
ments, After writing this letter on the 15th, bo set about lookiog for new Ministers 
whom ho could get Appointed in place of those whom he wanted to get rid of, and 
sent a messenger to Tbakttr Pyarela! Singh on the 17th, and this without informing 
his colleagues or tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee. Whoa he had found such 
persons, lio informed tho Governor's Secretary of his intention to reshuffle tho 
Cabinet, and wrote to his colleagues on the 19th intimating his intention to resign 
and asking for assurances that they would do likewise. On the 90th July, he 
actually resigned. 

Until this Hmo he gave no -information to the Parliamentary Sub-Committee or to 
tho 'Working Committee and tho only intimation he gave was by a telegram addressed 
to Sardar Vallabhbhti Patel at Bombay on the evening of 30th after his resignation 
bad become accomplished fact. As Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was at Ahmedabad on 
account of a public engagement whioh had been widely advertised, he got this tele¬ 
gram only on his return to Bombay on the 2lst after tho new Ministry had been 
appointed. 

The Working Committee had no doubt in its mind that Dr. Kharo was anxious 
to got rid of somo of bis old coiloaguos with whom he had entered into a compro¬ 
mise at Pachoanrhi, ntid without giving them any intimation, found cut substitutes 
lor them and after lulling tho Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee into 
a sonso of security that no precipitate action would bo taken and that he would keep 
him informed of developments, he tried and succeeded in securing the removal of 
his inconvenient coileigues with the help of the Governor, keeping the Congress 
authorities all the timo in the dark. Dr. Kharo also received a requisition from 
some of the memhers of the party to convene a meeting of the party, but he took 
no action on it. Ilo wanted to and did present the Working Committee and tho 
party a Ministry of his own choice, from which three of his erst-while colleagues 
were excluded—ami oil this was done in loss than two days before the Working 
Committeo meeting. Tho Working Committee would have failed in its duty if it 
had refused to take notice of such a conduct and done any thing less than it did. 

Ganduui’s Statement 

Press cuttings on the Ministerial crisis in the Central Provinces make most 
instructive reading. That the resolution of tho Working Committeo condemning tbu 
action of a veteran leader like Dr. Kharo, would come in for somo severe criticism, 
was a forogono conclusion. But 1 was not prepared for tho ignorance betrayed by 
the critics on tho functions of the Working Committee. 

Dr. Kharo was not only guilty of gross indiscipline in flouting the warnings of 
the Parliamentary Boards, but ha betrayed incompotenco ns a Under by allowing 
himself to bo fooled by the Governor, or not knowing that by his precipitate action 
he was compromising tho Congress, He heightened tho measure of indiscipline by 
refusing tho advico of the Working Committee to make a frank confession of his 
guilt and to withdraw from the Leadership. Tho Working Committeo would 
have been guilty of a gross nogleot of duty if it had failed to condemn Dr. Kharo's 
adioo and adjudge his incompetence. 

I write those lines in sorrow. It was no pleasure to mo to advise the Working 
Committee to pass tho resolution it did. Dr. Ktiare is a friend. Ho has run to my 
aid as a physician when quick medical assistance was needed. Ho has often come 
to mo for advico and guidance and has expressed himself to be in need of 
my blessings. 

I banked on this friendship when on tho 25th ultimo, I appealed to him bravely 
to stand down and work as a oampfoltower. He himself seemed to be willing but 
he was badly advised nml not only declined to accept the Working Committee’s 
advico but sent a letter instead, questioning the propriety of the whole of the 
action of the Working Committee in connection with his ill-advised and hasty 
resignation of oflico and equally hasty formation of a new Cabinet. 

I hope that on mature reflection ho would have seen the error of his conduct 
and taken the action of the Working Committee in a sportsmanlike spirit. There is 
no moral turpitude involved in his action. He is a good tighter. He is free with 



269 TOE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS ( winniu— 

his puree in helping friends. Thoro are qualities of which anyone may bo proud. 
But these qualities noud not make the possessor a good Prime Minister or 
administrator, I would urge him as a friend to work for the time being as a camp- 
follower and givo tho Congress the benefit of the admitted qualities I have recited. 

If Dr. Khare was impatioat of his recalcitrant colleagues, ho should have 
rushed not to tho Governor, but to tho Working Committeo and tendered his 
resignation. If he foil aggrieved by its decision, ho oould have gone to the A.I.C.C. 
Hut in no case could any Minister take internal quarrels to tho Governor and seek 
relief through him without tho previous consent of iho Working Committee. If too 
Congress machinery is slow-moving, it can bo made to movo faster. If tho men at 
tho holm are self-seekers or worthless, tho A. I. C. C., is there to removo them. Dr. 
Khare erred grievously in ignoring or, what is worse, not knowing this simple remedy 
and rushing to tho Govurnor on tho ove of tho meeting of tho Working Committeo to 
end his agony. 

It la suggest© 1 that tho men who suooood him an? self-seekers and incapable, and 
can make no approach to Dr. Kharo in character. If they are as they Imvo been 
|tortrayod by their critics, they are bound to fail in tho discharge of tho onerous 
responsibility thev hovo undertakim. But boro again tho Working Committee has to 
work within tho limits prescribed for it. It cannot impose Ministers on a Province. 
After ali, they aro elected members, mid if tho Party tlint has tho power to nlent 
timm chooses to do so, tho Working Committeo has no authority to interfere so long 
as they remain under discipline and aro not known to be persons unworthy of pubbo 
confidence. 

But tho crisis could surely put tho Ministers on their motile. It is up to them to 
show by their conduct that the charges iuvollod against them aru baseless, and that 
they aro capable of discharging thoir trust ably and selflessly. 

It speakB wtdl lor tho impartiality of tho Indian press In that several journals 
found It necessary to condemn tho action of tho Working Committee in pronouncing 
tho opinion it did on tho part that H. K. tho Governor of tho Central Provinces 
played during tho unfortunate crisis. I am not in the habit of hastily judging opponents. 
Tho criticism of tho resolution has loft tso unconvinced of any injustice done to tho 
Governor hy it. In estimating his action, time is of tho essence. In accepting tho 
resignations of Dr. Khare and his tsvu colleagues, in demanding their resignations from 
tho other three Ministers, in oxpeoting «u immediate answer, in summarily rejecting 
their explanation and dismissing them, and for this purpose keeping himself, his staff 
tind the poor Ministers awake almost tho whole night, the Governor betrayed a haste 
which I can only call indecent. Nothing would have been lost if instead of accepting 
Dr. Kharo’s resignation thorn and then, ho had awaited tho meeting of tho Working 
Committeo which was to meat two days after (ho strnngo drama. In dealing with a 
similar crisis, tho Bengal Governor acted differently from tho (J. P. Governor. 

Of course, tho Governor's action conformed to tho letter of tho law, but it killed 
tho spirit of tho tacit compact between tho British Government and tho Congress. 
Lot the critics of the Working Committee's notion read tho Viceroy's oarofuliy 
prepared declaration which, among other declarations, induced tho Working Committeo 
to trv tho office experiment, and ask themselves whether the Governor wus not hound 
to taka official notice of what was going on between tho Working Committeo and Dr, 
Kharo and bis colleagues. Thoso indisputable facts Mead odd to tho irrosistibla 
conclusion that tho Governor, in his eagerness to discredit tho Congress, kept a vigil 
and brought about a situation which, ho knew, was to bo uncomlot table for the 
Congress, Tho unwiitton compact betwiton the British Government and tho Congress 
iB a Gentleman's Agreement, in which both ara expected to play tho game, 

Tbo resolution, therefore, gives English administrators morn credit than evidently 
tho critics would give, Englishmen aro sportsmen. They havo an (implo sense of 
humour. They can hit hard and take a beating h!bo in good grace. 1 liavo no doubt 
that tho Governor wilt tuko tho Congress resolution in good part. 

But whether ho does so or not, tho Working Committeo was bound to express 
what It felt about tho Governor’s action. It wishes to avoid a fight if it can ; it will 
take it up, if it must. If a fight is to bo avoided, tho Governors must recognise tiia 
Congress as tho one national organisation that is bound some day or other to replace 
the British Government, Tho U, P., Bihar and Orissa Governors waited for tho 
Congress lead when a crisis facod thorn. No doubt, iu iho Ihreo cases, it was obviously 
to thuir interest to do so. Iv it to bo said that in C. P,, it was obviously to tho 
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PH fifth interest to precipifato the crisis in order to discomfit the Congress ? Tho 
Working Committee's resolution is a friendly warning to tho British Government that 
if they wish to avoid an op«n rupture with the Congress, Hjo powers that bo should 
not allow a repetition of what happened at Nagpur on the eight of 20th July, 

Let us understand tho functions of tho C>ngress. For internal growth and 
administration, it is as good a domooraric organisation as any to bo found in tho 
world hut this democratic organisation has been brought into beiug to light tho 
greatest imperialist power living. Err this external work, therefore, it has to bo 
likenol to an army. As such, it ceases to bo democratic. Tho central authority 
possesses plenary powers, enabling it to impose and enforce discipline on the various 
units working und-*r it. Provincial organisations and Provincial Parliamentary Boards 
are subject to tho Control authority. 

It has been suggested that, whilst my thesis holds good when there is active war 
in the shape nf civil resistance going on, it cannot, whilst the latter remains under 
suspension. Hut suspension of Civil Disobedience does not mean suspension of war. 
Tho latter can only end when India has a constitution of her own making. Till then 
tho Congress must bo in tho nature of an army. Democratic Britain lias set up an 
ingenious system in India which, when you look at it in its nakedm-ss. is nothing but a 
highly organised efficient military control. It is not less so under tho present Govern¬ 
ment of India Act. The Ministers are mere pupnets so far as the real control is 
concerned. Tho Collectors and tho polico who “Sir” them to-day, may at a mere 
command from the Covornors. their real masters, unseat tha Ministers^ arrest them 
and put them in a loek-up. ITunoo it is that I have suggested that the Coogress has 
entered upon office not to work tho Act in the manner expected by the framers hut 
in a manner so os to hasten tho day of substituting it by a genuino Act of indta's 
own coining. 

Therefore, tho Congress, concoived as a fighting machine, has to centralise control 
and guido every department and nvory Congressman, however highly placed, and 
expect unquestioned obedience. Tho light cannot be fought on any other terms. 
They say this Is Fascism pure and simple, but they forget that Fascism is tho naked 
sword. Under it, Dr. Kharo should lose his Lead. The Congress is tho very anti¬ 
thesis of Fascism, because it is based on non-violence pore and undefiled. Its 
sanctions aro all moral. Its authority is not derived from the control of panoplied 
Black-Shirts. Under tho Congress regime, Dr, Khare can remain the hero of Nagpur, 
and the students and citizens of Nagpur, and for that matter other places, may execrate 
me and tho Working Comraittoo without a hair of tho demonstrators’ heads being 
touched so long as they remain non-vioieat. 

That is the glory and strength of the Congress, not its weakness. Its authority is 
derived from that non-viol ont attitude. 11 is tho only purely non-violent political 
organisation nf importance, to my knowledge, throughout tho world. And let it 
continue to be the boast of tho Congress that it can command the willing and hearty 
obedience from its foil owers, even veterans like Dr. Khare, so long as they ehooso to 
belong to it. 


Congress President Attacked By Muslim Leaguers 

Tn tho course of his presidential tour in tho Chittagong division. East Bengal 
Shri Subhas Chandra Boso arrived at Brahmanharia on tho 15th June. Despito tho 
hostile propaganda Carrie 1 on by the Muslim Leaguers there was an enormous crowd 
of Muslims an t others at the station to give him a fitting reception. Tbo President in 
his car was taken in a lingo procession of more than ten thousand, including ladies 
and Muslim volunteers. This exasperated a crowd of Muslim Leaguers so much that 
they lost all restraint and decency and started throwing brickbats as tho procession 
passed along tho station road and turned to tho left. As a result of this tho 
Congress President received some minor injuries. Fourteen other persons who where 
about him also received injuries. Tho Congress President issued tho following 
statement shortly after tiio occurrence : 

“After I had issued a statemen t yesterday at Brahmanbaria regarding the action of 
certain local Moslems whoa our prooe" ssion was passing along, I addressed a mass 
I. meeting the grandest held during my tour of Chittagong division. It was a fins 
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gathering, at toast half being composed of Moslems. I then realised why a certain 
Keotioo of Moslems woro hi anxious that I should not visit Brnhmftnbaria, why they 
worn bo nervous about propaganda by tho Congress, t was shown a numbor of 
loallots distributed by those Moslems containing false nnd ratUoiotiH allegations against 
tho Congress. Ono Wallet stated that tin) Congress was out to establish a Hindu Raj, 
enslaving nine ororos of Moslems, and that in nil Congress alinitmtoro i provinces tho 
life, property, religion ami honour of Moslems was to grave jeopardy. The leaflet 
further stated that tit ) Cingress party was resnnnsiblo for preventing tho introduction 
of tho Hong.il Tenancy Act Amendmont Hill recently passed by tho Bengal legislature. 
I challenged the local Moslem L'sgnor.s to prove either of those false allegations. 
Regarding tho ibing.il Tunancy Act, it was because of tho Ministry that was spineless 
that it had not boon assented 1° by tho Governor. if thoy had manliness which 
Congress Ministries in U. 1’., Bihar and Orissa had demonstrated, then Barely tbo 
Boagal Governor would not dura voto tlio bill. 

“Regarding the f ilso allegations against Congress Ministries, I reminded (ho 
audience that Htiveral months ago .M inima Abut Rahim Azal had publicly challenged 
the Bengal Premier fu prove his allegations but no reply wag forthuoming bo fur. I 
further added that tho Cingress party was opposing tho present Ministry not 

because there wore six Moslem Ministers hut boc mao it was worthless. If there 

wora olovon worthy patriotic Moslem .Ministers tho Congress would not ra’flo its 
iittlo finger by way of opposition. li kewise, if thorn wuro olovon worthless Hindus 

as Ministers, tho Caiigress would continue its relentless opposition to tho 

Hindu Ministry. 

■'There was a pindrop silence throughout tho meeting and (ho ontiro audience 
endorsed all what I Raid, lu conclusion I wnrood those Moslems not to resort to 
such mean tactics. I assured them that tho Congress would continue to work out 
its programme." 

Tho President also fouled tho following statement to tho Assooiatod Press 
on tho day following s 

“To-day is practically tho last day of my tour in tho Chittagong Division, 
namely, tho districts of Chittagong, N'oalrlmti and Tipporah where tho over¬ 
whelming majority of tho population tiro MuhIidm by faith, Aftor my visit to 
Chittagong uud Noakhali, I thought that nothing could beat tho right royal reception 
which had been airanged ott tho occasion of my visit, Covert nttompta were 
mado by llm interested peopio to intorforo with tho arrangements for tho reonplitm. 
But tho only effret wub to furthor stimulate tho enthusiasm of iim citizens, a largo 
porcontage of whom tiro Muslims. Tipponih's record, howovor, easily boat that of 
Chittagong nnd Noiiklmli. This mado the Muslim laoigiteni ail Him more ferocious. 
But whnrovor they tried to interfere with thin arrangement fur recuptiou by preach¬ 
ing boyoutl nnd distributing leaflets, popular enthiiHuism increasdl piopnrtioiintely. 
Tipperuh being tlio district of (ho largest porcontage of tho Congress-minded Muslims, 
the latter took n prominent part in nil tho functions that woro arranged by the 
District Congress Committee A few bluck Hues and bomo vociferous urchins appearing 
against a background of tumultuous mass outhusiusm nerved truly to oxpyso tlio real 
following of tho Muslim League. 

Tho inception whmft Brahmaiibaria gave mo this morning was in keeping with 
the best tradition of Tipporah nnd this uxaspuratod tho Muslim Longtlers bo much so 
that thoy literally run amok. When the procession with my car in tho middle 
passed along tho Hlation Road und turned to tho left, a crowd of MuHlitn Languors 
begin throwing brickbats as tho result of which novoral of us, about 16 in number, 
woro injured inulnding Mautvi Ashnifuddia Ahmed Chnudhury, thu Bucrotury of the 
B. P. V. C, Sj Bhobun Bolsari Bardhan, Buorutury of tho Reception Committee, 
Bj. Benny Bhus'in Bardhan, Hi. Mukhan Roy Bj. Manoraujan Hoy, Sj. Rabi Nag, 
Sj. Phauiadra IJutta and mysolf, 6 

“This typo of hooliganism is tho onlminafion of the highly objectionable activities 
of tho .Muslim Leaguers iu different pnrts of Tipporah distriot which I had noticed 
onring thu last few days. This activity jnoluuud Bliuiifnstly falsa and tnuliciotis 
propaganda against tho Cingress Ministries rolaling to their freutmont of tho Muslims 
tu their respeotivo provinces. I ftol that tho position has bocomo so soriotis in 
so rural provinces in India that It is necessary for mo to sound a note of warning. 
Let mo clearly tell ail these concerned that bq amount of brickbat-throwing or oven 
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rioting will make os swerve one inch from our fundamental principles and policy or 
from the path that wo have chalked out for ourselves. Rather every brickbat 
thrown at os will bo a milestone in oar march towards our cherished goat. 

“To my co-workers in Iho Congress I want to give a friendly piece of advice. 
I am afraid that as the influence of the Congress among the misses increases 
from day to day Muslim Leaguers may possibly feol exasperated and run amuck as 
they did at Brahtnanbaria. But we must firmly resolve to meet their fury with our 
patience, their hooliganism with our self-control, their hatred with our love. Then 
only shall wo bo able to prove ourselves faithful to our creed of Truth and 
Non-violence. 


The President’* Tour 

Tho President had a strenuous tour through East Bengal lasting from June 4 to 
Juno 18. Both in towns and in tho interior ho was greeted by enormous crowds of 
men of ail communities who assembled to listen to the message of the Congress. 
East Bengal and especially the rural areas have a predominantly Muslim population 
but everywhere tho President had warm and spontaneous recoptioe, “The response 
1 received from tho Muslim public", said the president in the course of o press 
statement “exceeded my fondest hopes and I hive com- back with the confidence 
and certainty that like the Jnsticites of M idras and Non-Brahmans of Bombay 
Presidency tho Muslims of Bengal will before long bo all inside the Congress.” In 
his speeches the Congress [’render,t iail stress on the growing strength of the 
Congress and tho growing weakness and disintegration of its -opponent the British 
Empire. Tho invariable refrain of tho Cingress President's utterances was the need 
for greater discipline, greater organisation and greater mass contact to take full 
advantage of bolh tho internal strength of the nation and tho growing weakness of 
the opponent’s position. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Id Europe 

P.mlit Jiwahirl.il sailed from Bombay on Juno 2. At Massawa <in Italian 
Bomaliland) tho first port of call, a largo number of Indian merchants (Hindu and 
Muslims) wore present on tho qmy to give him a rousing welcome. A deputation 
watted on him and acquaint,;I him with their disabilities. They expressed their faith 
in the Congress and their souse of solidarity with laiiaa struggle for freedom. 

In responso to a miroonigram from Cairo Pandit Nehru disembarked at Suez and 
met Nalias Pasha and other Wafdtst Ltilers at Atoxmlria, They had a long talk 
ranging over a variety of subjects, Ejypt, India, International situation eto. The 
WafJist Idler* were greatly irapresseJ, the way tho Indian National Movement his 
grown and developed and acquired its present powerful position. Pandit Nehru 
extended a cordial invitation on behalf of the Congress to Naha3 Pasha and other 
WafJist leaders to visit India and attend if possible the annual session of the Indian 
National Congress. 

Almost the first thing Paalit Nehru did on reaching Europe was to go straight 
to Barcelona (Spain) and make a close study of tho Spanish situation. He met 
several members of tlio Cabinet and other republican leaders. He had tho painful 
experience of witnessing during tho time ho was there tho pitiless bombing from 
iho air. The ranrvollous composure of tbo civil population in the midst of this daily 
bombardment made a deep impression on him. 

From Barcelona Pandit Jawaharlal wont to Paris wfcero lie made a broadcast 
speech in which he expounded briefly tho ideals of tho Indian National Movement 
and pleaded for French sympathy aud good-will. 

A strenuous programme of meetings, interviews, talks and addresses awaited him 
in England. In all his utterances Pandit Nehru emphasised the close interdependence 
of the various movements for freedom that were going on in Spain. China, India and 
other parts of tbo world. It was a common adventure, the fight against imperialism, 
in winch peoples all over tbo world were engaged in order to seenro tolerable 
standards of living. 

Pandit Nohra was invited to a largo number of interviews with prominent poli¬ 
ticians tn the country iu which ho explained with his accustomed vigour and lucidity 
India's case for full Independence. 
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IBs Inst public ongsgomont in England was on July 17 whoa ho stood on lha 
plinth of Notion's C >lutnu in Trafalgar Sipi ire, dressed in kluulhir and addressed a 
mass demonstration in connection with tint second anniversary of the war in Spain. 
“Fascism is new to you” be said, “but we have been oxjmrienuing it for tho last 
150 years nnd so wo know what Spain and China bio going through. We support 
them because wo admire their qualities for fighting dny in and day out out and not 
compromising. We draw the lesson from them mid wo shall not compromise with 
British Imperialism which stands for naked domination and not suppression of 
fascism in India,’ 1 

Pandit Jawnharia! made a moving speech at the International conference against 
the bombardment of open towns held in Paris in tha third week of July. 

Repression 

The following aro some of Ihc eases of arrests, conviclious, internments, externmontg, 
searches. gagging orders nod tile bkj compiled from the daily Press and the bulletins 
of tho Civil Liberties Union. 

IN BENOA L — 

1. Mr. Indra Singh Oirwnl, Srerrtary of tho Water Transport Workers' Union 
was arrested on May 7, under Sect ion 12-i-A I. l\ U, for having delivered a speech 
at a labour meeting on March 14, Inst. 

2. It is reported that the Sub-Divisional Oilicer, Uiubaria. Flow rail (Calcutta) 
has served notice under See Ml Cr. P. C. on CD Congress and Peasant Workers 
in several villages of tho sub-division restricting their movements and activities. 

9. The odices of tho “Armada Bazar Pairika" and Anand Press where the paper 
is published were searched on May 1U last by Calcutta polieo on n warrant issued 
under Section 121-a I. P. ('. in connection with tho publication of a nows 
item on March 2 Inst under tho caption “Tho condition of Political 
Prisoners". 

4. Mr. Makhnnh! Sen, Genera! Manager of tho Ananda Bazar Pairika, Calcutta 
was sentenced on May JO under Section 124-A, I, P. C. to four months' rigorous 
imprisonment and a duo of Its, 250. 

5. A charge under Section 124-A (sedition) was framed on Juno 7 ngainst Mr. 
Satyendra Chandra Mujiimdur, IAlitor and Mr. Suresh Chandra Bhatiaeharjeo, 
Piinlrr mid l'ubli“her of the Atmuda Bazar I’ntrika for editing, printing ami 
publishing an article in the issue of March 2 last entitled “The condition of 
Political Prisoners in Midunport! Jail." 

0. Mr. Bircndra Nath (.Tinkrnvarty of Sernjgnnj, a recently released detenu, has 
been served with a nolieo by tha Local Intelligence Branch listing him not In 
associate with any person or association connected with tbo subversive movement 
against the Government. 

7. A number of released detenus of Rnjsbnhi have been warned by tho 

Superintendent of Polirc to notify their clmngn of residence in case of temporary 
absence within 24 hours. A released detenu who leaves his usual residencu for a 
period of 21 hours or more or when stub period of,absence falls between sunset 
and BUofiso must report his change of address. 

8. An order was served on May 2 by tho Bengal Government on Mr, 

Bachindrnnaih Himyal, cx-Kakori ensu prisoner prohibiting his entry, residence and 
Btay in Bengal for bo Melinite period. 

9. Snehindranath Bakslii, cx-Kskori case prisoner was served with an order 

under tho Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act on May 17 cz teruing him from 

the province. 

10. Similar orders it is reported have heed served by the Bengal Government 
on the other tx-pnsoners, Messrs. Jogcsh Chandra Chattorjcc, Bhupeudrs Nath 
-ISanyal, Manmotha Nath Gupta and Oovindo Charaukar. 

11. Jdr. Jngcndra Shulls, one of the political prisoners recently released by tbo 
Bihar Government was Bcrvtd with an order on May 28 by tho Bengal Government 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment * Act prohibiting eutry in tbo 
province. 



273 


-JTLT 5033 ] ARRESTS & CONVICTIONS 

12. Sardar Mebar Sigh wag arrested od Jnne 20 on i charge of sedition in 
connection with a speech delivered by him at a recent meeting of the Calcutta 
Gurdwnr Committee at Ballyganj. 

13. Processes under Section 107 Cr. P. C. were served on Jane 14 against Dr. 
Aftab Alt, M.L.A., President of the Indian Seamens' Committee, Calcntta and 
foriy-otie others directing them to show cause why they should not execute a 
bond of Ra. 503 with two sureties of the like amount to keep the peace for a 
period of one year. They were farther ordered to furnish a bail of Rs, 500 each to 
beep the peace till the pending of the case. 

14. 17 Kissn workera of Erbang Kisan Ssngha in Gopo are being tried for 
alleged fomenting of class hatred by organising a Krushak Sangb. 

15. Mr. Shekharnath Oanguli and Mr. Rajkumar Sinha, both Kisan Snbh a 
workers are being prosecuted under Section 108 U. P. C, for delivering of apeeche 9 
alleged to excite feeling of enmity between jdilkrent classes of people at a Youth 
League meeting on May 28th last. 

1G, Fifteen more persons enrolled as workers hsre been prosecuted under the 
same sectioo for alleged activities in Ibe country-side calculated to cause 
bicarb of peace. 

17. An order under Section M4 C. P. C. has been promulgated by the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate of tsadar. Midnapore (Bengal) prohibiting the holding of any 
meeting within the area of Kharagpur town police. 

18. Mr. Birendra Bhattachayya, leader of a students organisation was charged 
with sedition on July 8 in connection with a speech alleged to have been delivered 
by tbo accused at a meeting held on February 8 last in Calcutta on the question 
of the release of political prisoners. 

19. Too Bengal Government have served an order nnder the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act on Mr. Bhupendra Natb Sanya!, ex-Kakori case prisoner, 
prohibiting his entry or stay at his residence in Bengal, 

£0 Mr. Niranjsn Sen of Bariaal, one of the repatriates from the Andamans 
bis been recently interned in P. S, lianibandh of the Bankura District. 

21. Detenu Prsfulla Chanda Kumlu reported to be sufFering from various 
chronic complaints has been interned in village Himtabad in the district of 
Din«j|iore. 

22. Four strikers of the Kuitt Works, Asansol, Bengal, were convicted for 
restraining a focal worker of the Company. 

23. A number of strr kerB of the local workshop of Messrs Burn and Co., 
Raneegung, were taken into custody by the Bengal Police on July 2nd. A criminal 
case has been started against oue of then. 

DELHI— 

1. Hrimati SatyavRti, a prominent Congress Socialist, has been ordered to furnish 
a security of Ks. 500 for one year or in default to undergo simple imprisonment 
for delivering an alleged seditious speech at a village near Delhi. 

2. An externment order has been served on Mr. Cburaanlal Arad of Batata 
(Punjab) a Regulation HI prisoner recently released requiring him to leave Delhi 
Province within 24 hours. 

3. Mr. Ramjilal, a prominent political worker of Ajmcre, who was for sometime 
in Delhi was Served with an order asking him to leave Delhi Province within 13 
hours as “ho has acted in a manner prejudicial to public peace. 

4. Mr. Hukam Singh, Assistant Secretary, Delhi District Congress Committee has 
been served with a notice that he should abstain from all political agitation and 
not to take part in any meeting or procession for one year. 

5. An exiernmcnt order has been served on Mr. Shambehari Singh, a local 
Con grees worker, under Section 3 of the Punjab Criminal Low Amendment Act, 
directing him to remove himself within twenty four hours from the Delhi province 
and to return back. 

0. Reports are to hand of several other externmetit nnd internment orders of 
prosecution in connection with the Birla Mills Strike anil close watching of political 
workers by the Secret Service Police. 

35 
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if A DR AS — 

Five picketers of tho Diocesan Press, Madras and ten of tbo Jamal Glass Works, 
Tcncliarpet, Madras, were arrested lor picketing. 

2. The Snb-Magistrnie, Mntanpur has servod orders on Mr, A. Likshminh, an 
elementary teiehor and 33 others prohibiting them from catering Kalipatoam for a 
period ol two months from Jnno 20. 

3. Tho Chief Presidency Magistrate, Madras framed charges on July 0 ogainat 
toe strikers of the Chonlsi Toxtilo Mills under Sootion 7 (11), Police Act, for causing 
obstruction to traffic. They woro arrested while picketing in front of tho Mills. 

4. Eighteen workers of Diocesan Prass, Madras, wore sentenced to throe woolen’ 
imprisonment on the same charge. 

N. W. F. i 3 .— 

1. Hazara police is alleged to havo raided a mtmber of Congress Offices in tho 
rural areas seizing Congress registers and occupying tho Congress stage at Gada- 
Shorwar village where a public meeting was being hold. 

PUNJAB — 

1. An advance security of Rs, 1,000 was, it is learnt, demanded from Mr. Dhavam 
Vir Kahili who tiled a declaration for bringing out the “Awaz," a new Urdu daily 
from Rawalpindi. 

2. A security of Rs. 500 has bcon demanded from tbo Hindi “Milap" on the 
ground that the paper published an articlo entitled “tlissar riots” in its issue of 
March 30. 

3. Another security on tho Hsmo ground has been demanded from tho Vir Milap 
Press wbero tho Hindu “Milap” is published. 


4. Rardar Uzzagar Singh Bliora, Vice-President of tho Congross CommRtoo Raokoto, 
*nd General Summary of the Punjab liyasti Praia Mauds!, was arrested on May 7, 
under Seotiou 124A-1&3-A I. P. C. 

b. Baba Ishar Singh Marhnno. President, Durbar Sahib Committee, was arrested 
on May 7, under Section 12dA I. P. C, for an alleged seditious speech at a public 
meeting hold in tho village of Jaunsmuhar on April 5 last. 

6. Hardar Pala Singh, a Oraothi (priest) st tho Gurdwara of Sansro was arrested 
in Amritsar District under Sootion 124A (Sedition), 

7. Sardar Labh Singh, an Aknli loader of Pattonanga was arrested on charge of 
sedition under tho same Section li{4A, 

& Mr, Radhoshyam, a Congress worker was arrested on May 7lh uudor Seotiou 
124A In connection with a speech alleged to havo boon delivered by him at a 
Conference held in Smuikhsoa in April last, 

9. Messrs Jawola Smgb, Charan Singh and Didar, Socialists of liio Punjab havo 
been convicted of rioting and sontonood oaoh of them to six months’ rigorous impri¬ 
sonment. The charge against thorn is that they organised a campaign against '“liogar" 
(forced iabourl. 


10. Sir. Kundanlal has boon convicted amlor goes. 302 and 117 of (ho Or. Tonal 
Code and sentenced to threo years' imprisonment each count for reciting a poem 
which was alleged to bo advocating violence. 

11. Mr. Abdul Wasi, former Secretary ot tho MajiiR-i-Ahrar was lined Rs. 30 for 
alleged incitement to police against the govornmont in tho course of a speech mndo 
on January 6 last. 

i> 12 A. Th8 I>olico raid, ' d on May 10 ,ast 1,10 Dwnrkadss Library located in Lai pat 
Rat flhovaa and carried away a few books on Socialism and Communism, 

13 Tho office of the Distrlot Kisan (Peasant) Committee ot Pimngali, fifteen miles 
from Lahore, was raided by tho Lahore polico on Blny 2. 

14. A number of houses in Baanu wore aoarohed fay (ho polico on May 0 without 
boding anything incriminating. 

15. Issue No, 9. volume 1, dated 24th April 1039 of (ho Qurmukhi “Xirti Lohar •• 
Meerut, prioted and publwhod by Mubarak tjaghar was prusoribud. 


1C. Jullundar police raided on Juno 0 
Congress Committee, Kartarpur, in search 
been brought in from othur provinces. 


tha house of Mr. Tirath Ram, Secretary, 
of proscribed literature bolievod to have 


B ° uoh 7 d ,l *° >«»* Alirar OITlao and the hoaso of Dajf Abdul 
Rahman, Municipal Commissionor, Mr, Mohamod Shouquo and two others la 
connection with • booklet * Yad liaftgar” published by tho local Alirars. 
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18, Dr. Borbax Singh Sant, a prominent Congress worker was arrested on 
May 2 by Amritsar polite on a charge of alleged sedition under Section 124-A of 
the Indian Penal Coon in connection with a speech which he had delivered in tha 
village of Harsa Chbina on 4th April last. 

10. Mr. Tikka Ram Sukhan, Secretary, Punjab Provincial Socialist Party, was 
arrested on May 9 by Amritsar police for an alleged objectionable speech delivered 
by him recently at Moca. 

20. Mr. Atjucdev Kapur, Chairman, Doaba Political Conference. Mr. Sbivraj 
Kapur, Chairman, Political Prisoners’ Relief Conference and Sir. Visbou Dutt, 
Chairman, Students’ Conference to be held at Banga from 24th to 26th June were 
arrestol on the 7th instant UDdor Section 3fe2 I. P, C. (causing hurt to deter public 
servant from duty). 

21. Cb. tifnrjb Ram, a leading C>ngress worker in Sonipat Tafasil bas been 
served with a notice by tho District Slagistrato to appear before him on June 2. 
Mr. Ram had visited several villages in tho District for Congress propaganda. 

23. Pandit Safig Him Prashcr, General Secretary, Congress Socialist Party, 
Hosliiarpur lias been served with a notice by the District Magistrate to appear 
before him on Juno 1 in connection with the annual report of the Party. 

23. Messrs Thandoo. Madangopal, Ghuial, Pirasdtlal, Barkbandilai, Gangaram, 
Umrao Singh, members of Uolol Crmgross C-unmittee, aiO under arrest on a 
charge of rioting, 

24. ChiuJiiuri Mob ammo-1 Abdul Rahamao, a member of tho Punjab Assembly 
and nine other Coogrets workers have boon arrested under Section 342 I. P, C. 
(wrongful confinement). 

25. Shaikh Uisam-ud-dia, Congress Municipal Crratnlsstouer of Amritsar (Punjab) 
was sentenced on Juno 13, under suction 121-A by She District Magistrate, Ludhiana. 

26. Charges wore framed on Juno 13 against Sardar Wazir Siugh under Section 
124-A for making an alleged sedifious speech on April 3. 

27. A net icy under Section 1C8 C. P. C. is reporled to have been served on Mr. 
Shiva Kumar Simkla, a member of tho Youth League of Unao (Punjab) for dissemina¬ 
ting matter calculated to excite feelings of enmity and hatred between different 
classes of people and eulogising violence. Ho had been asked to execute a personal 
brand of fvs. 5,(A)0 and two sureties of the ltko amount each. 

28. Mr. Abdul Ghafur Taish, President of the Labour Federation and Mr. Safi 
Ghulam ilohamm *d Turk, a worker of the Labour Federation are being tried by 
the District Magistrate, Amritsar, for security proceedings under Section 107 C. P. 
C. for alleged app'eli ension of the breach of peace. 

20. An advance security of Us I.0J0 was demanded last May from Master 
Kabul Singh, M L. A. who filed a declaration with tho District Magistrate 
of Lahore for starling a weakly paper under the name “Loll Mitter.” 

30. Tiro Punjtb Government have proscribed under Section 4 of the Indian 
Press Emergency Power Act * pamphlet in Urdu entitled ‘•inLbabush-shia be 
aqwaii-ul-airomutul mirzivyal" written by Miulvi Ghulatn Haidar on tbs ground 
that it contained matter puuishable under Suction 4 of the Indian Press (Emergency 
Power) Act, 1931 and tha Criminal Law Amendment Act. 1932. 

31. A pamphlet in Urdu “Yad KiEtgar" by Rahmat Ullah Maubajir, Batala, has 
also been proscribed. 

33. A similar security of Rt. 370 was demanded by the same Government 
from Mr. Lalchand Ikhtar who filed a declaration for starting a magazine 
“Ahimsa'*. 

33. An advance security of Rs. 1,000 was demanded from Sardar Guman Singh, 
a worker of the Volunteer Training camp who applied for a declaration of a 
weekly Paper. 

34. Babn Isharstugb Marhanna, President a! the Golden Temple Managing 
Committee was sentenced ou July 11 to ouo year’s rigorous imprisonment under 
Section 124-A. f. P. C. 

35. Charges were framed on June 29 against Sardar Kapur Singh under Section 
124-A, I. P. C. for alleged seditious speeches male by him in April last, 

30. Teja Siogh Swatantar who is serving his term has been disallowed as a 
defence witness by the Court in the seditious case against Gyani Shankar, a pro¬ 
minent Congress worker of Amritsar. Mr. Shaaker Singh has therefore decided not 
to take part in the further proceedings of the case. 
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37. M. L. Bnrdarilal, a Congress wrokor of Lahore was arrested while announcing 
by boat nf drum in a carriage at a publio meeting, U« is being prosecuted under 
Section 31 of the lhilioo Act for alleged obstruction to traffic. 

38. Mr. Probedh Chandra, a dolegnto to the second Wortd Youth Congress, has 
been denied a passport by the Punjab Government, Discussion in tho Provincial 
Assembly was disallowed on the ground that this is not primarily tho ooncorn of 
tho Local Government. 

39. Mr. Cham an Lnl Azad, s prominent Congress worker of tho Punjab is being 
detained for two months io Lahore under tho Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
SfND— 

Maulann Lai ITussan Akhlar of Lahore, who arrived in Sindh during tho first week 
of May, was served with an order directing him not to address any public meeting 
at Sukkur on tho alleged fear of a breach of peace at Sukktir. 
xJNITED PROVISOES— 

1, Fifteon Congressmen belonging to Madura Congress Circle. Jhnnsi District, 
wore served, with a restraint order under Section 107 Cr. P, 0,, to keep the peaco for 
one year for alleged preaching of violence and promoting class war beotwoou landlord 
aud peasants. 

_ 2. Notices undor Sootion 107 Cr. P. C. have boon issued ngainst a number of 
Kisans including a Congressman bv the Deputy Commissioner of Unao. 

3. Tho District Magistrate of Benares Inis served a notice undor Section 144 on 
Mr. S. P, Tripathi, Congress Socialist worker, prohibiting him from organising or 
attending peasants’ meeting for tho II. P. Government Tonancy Dill Day on Judo 
24 in Mnutngaon villngo in Bunnres district. 

4. Tno District Magistrate of Benares City lias prohibited n peasants' meeting 
convened for Juno 33 at Mamagaon village in counoction with tho Tenancy Bill. 

5. Tho samo Magistrate has served an order on Air. Rustam Satin, a Congress 
Socialist, prohibiting him from holding or addressing tho Tonancy Day’s meetiug at 
Mautagaon or in its victioity. 

The AU India Congress Committee 


Delhi—241b September to 28th September 1938 

A mooting of tho All India Congress Committee was held at Delhi on September 
24, 25 and 26 in a special panda! erected for the purpose. 235 members representing 
all tho provinces were present. Maui,aim Ahnl Kiitum Azad presided at tho first two 
sittings on Beptembvr 24 and 25 on account nf tho unavoidable absence of tha 
Congress* president owing to sudden illness. Khri idublius Chandra Bubo however 
presided at tho third sitting on Hoptetnbor 20, 

Tho minutes nf tho lust A. L C, C. mootings hold at Uaripura on February 10 
and 22 wuro confirmed. 

Tho following resolutions recommended by tho Working Committee were passed 
with slight modifications :— 

11) The C. P. Minikierhi, Cntsw 

The A, I, C. C approves of tho prompt and dcoisivo action taken by tho Working 
Committee in tho handling of tho Central Provinces Ministerial crisis anil fully 
endorse tho views expressed by the Working Committuo regarding tho conduct of Dr, 
Khare and that of II, E. the Governor of tho (J. P. in this unfortunate episode. 

Tbo A. I, 0. C. is furlhnr clearly of opinion that thn conduct of Dr. N. B. Khara 
Sioeo his resignation from tho C. 1’. Ministry deserves tho savorcst condemnation 
and recommends to tho Working Committee to take disciplinary measure against Dr. 
khare. 

A ate -Tho last portion of tho second para beginning from s and recommends to 

V-V'iV ,, wa! l mo ^ <w amendment to the Working CommtUeo resolution by 
tanait Uulkrmhaa Bharma. Tho resolution was passed as amoodud. 


<2} Feuuimtion 

As doubt has boon expressed io corfain quarters as to tho aftitudo of tho Congress 

thn'foll'w’ir l0U A - a considers it necessary to reiterate 

tho following resolution pased at tho flanpura Session of tjiu Congress i 
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“The Congress bis rejected Ibo now constitution and declared that a constitution 
for India which can ho acceptoi by tin people, mist bo based on independence and 
can only be framed by the people themselves by moans of Constituent Assembly, 
without interference by any fireiga authority. Adhering to this policy of rejection, 
the Congress his, however, permitted the formation in provinces of Congress 
Ministries with a view to strengthen the nation in its struggle for independence. 
In regard to the propose! Federation, no such considerations apply even provision¬ 
ally or for a periof, aul the imposition o( this Federation wili do grave injury to 
India and tighten the bouute which hold her in subjection to imperialist domina¬ 
tion. This scheme of Federation excludes from th3 sphere of responsibility vita! 
functions of Government. 

The Congress is not opposed to tlio idol of Federation ; but a real Federation 
must, even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of free units enjoying 
more or Jess the same measure of freedom and civil liberiy, and representation by 
the democratic process of election. The Indian States participating in the Federation 
should approximate to the provinces id the establishment of representative institutions 
and responsible Government, Civil liberties and method of election to the Federal 
Houses. Otherwise the Federation as it is now contemplated, will, instead of 
building up Indian unity, encourage separatist tendencies and involve the States in 
internal and external conflicts. 

‘The Congress therefore reiterates its condemnation of the proposed Federal 
Scheme and calls upon the provincial and Local Congress Committees and the people 
generally, as well as provincial Givornments and Ministries, to prevent its inaugura¬ 
tion. In the event of an attempt being mido to impose it despite the delared wili 
of the people, such an attempt must be cimuit il iu every way, and the provincial 
Governments and Ministries m ist refuse to co operate with it. In caso snch a 
contingency arise*, the AM Inlii Cmgresi Ciuuittee is authorised and directed to 
deiermiQu tho line of action to ba pursued in this regard." 

The A, I. C. C. is of opinion that developments have justified tho wisdom of the 
Congress resolution and warns tho British Government against entertaining the hope 
that the Congress will over submit to tho imposition of Federation on the country 
against its declared will to the contrary. 

The A. I, C. C. furthor declares that the continuance of the irresposiblo Govern¬ 
ment at the Centre is becoming intolerable and farther prolongation may precipitate 
a crisis which all desire to postpone if at alt possible. 

(3) Icons States 

The A. 1. C. C. note with sorrow and dismay the repression that has been going 
on in Travaocore for some days. The evidence that has come to the Congress 
office, if it is to bo believed, goes to show that the movement led by the fcstate 
Ougress is strictly constitutional aud for a constitutional purpose, viz., 
a’Uiuraent of responsible Government under the aegis of H. H. the Maharaja. The 
repudiation published on behalf of the State is categorically contradicted by the 
spokesmen of the State Congress. In the circumstances the A. I. C. C. recommends 
to the Travancore Government for adoption of the following policy, viz., assurance 
on the one band that the State Congress is free to carry on the movement for 
resjionsibte Government in a constitutional manner, appointment of a Committee 
containing among others representatives of the State CoDgress to explore the possibi¬ 
lity of granting responsible Government, and an inquiry conducted by a jurist out¬ 
side the State, of unimpeachable impartiality, into the recent happenings including 
charges made by the State of provocations justifying State measures including firing 
on unarmed people resulting iu deaths and injuries, and an amnesty to the prisoners. 

The A. 1. C. C. regrets that the Hyderabad State has issued ordinances which 
appear to give to the State power altogether in excess of requirements. 

The A. I. C, C. has also received complaints of severe repression in States like 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Kashmir and Sahawal. 

In ail these cases the people of the States have appealed to the Congress for 
advice, guidance and help. 

The A. I. C. C. can but reiterate its policy of non-interference and, consistently 
with its resources, to help the people in every way open to the Congress. The 
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policy of uon-iotorferonco is an admission of tlio limitations of tho Congress. Tho 
OoDgrcss poltoy has boon one of friendliness to tho Stales, la spite of tho 
declarations of soma Congressman to tho contrary, tho corporate policy of tho 
Congress, so long as it holds by truth and non-viofonoo, must bo one of continuous 
attempt to convert tho Princes to the view that thoir into welfare consists ip a 
voluntary surrender of power to tho people so ns to bring thorn in hue with _ the 
people of so-callod British India, consistently with the existence of the constitutional 
Leads of tho respective States. 

(4) Palestine 

Since tho flaripura Congress condemned tho decision of Groat Britain as a 
Mandatory Power to bring about the partition of Palestine to the (coih of tho 
opposition of tho Arabs and the appointment of a Commission to carry out tin's 
proioctj tho A. I. O. C. regrets to find that tho samo policy is still being pushed 
with vigour and rutontlossness. Tho A. I. O, C. protests against tho reign of terror 
that has now almost assumed tho form of o war between the British and the 
Arabs of Palestine. 

In the present world conditions tho A. I. C. C. trusts that Btitain would bo well 
advised in revoking its presoat policy and leave the Jews and Arabs to amicobly 
settle the issues betwoon thorn and appeals to the Jews cot to lake shelter behind 
British Imperialism. 


Bonita Ksois 

The A. I. C. C. eipresses its deep sympathy with tho Indian sufferers during tho 
recent deplorable riots that broke out iu Burma resulting in heavy loss of life and 
serious injuries and destruotioo and burning of property. The A. I. C. C. trusts 
that there will be a thorough and impartial inquiry iuto tho eatress of tho riots and 
tho amount of damaio done to lifo and property. In tho opinion of tho A, I. C. C. 
tho demolished places of worship should bo restored aad adequate compensation 
awarded to tho sufferers unless they are found guilty of having participated in the 
riots. Tho A. i. 0. U. is also of opinion that safety of life and property should be 
assured to the large Indian colony many of whom have seiUed in Burma for 
generations without let or hindrauoe. 

The A. I. C. C. reminds tho groat people of Bmm that there is a long tradition 
of friendship between the two countries and that the rotations between the Burmans 
and Indian settlors have hitherto boon cordial and happy. Tho A. I. C. C. appeals 
to the Government aid the people of Burma to soo to it that nothing is done to 
disturb tho happy relations subsisting between tho two countries. 

Tho A. I. C. C. advises tho Indian sottlors to rely more upon thoir ability, by 
striotly just dealings to cultivate friendship with the Burmans than upon any aid 
that might be rendered by tho mother country or tho Government of India. 

(6) W»n Dander 

In tho event of war breaking out in Europo, tho A. I. C. C. delegates its powers 
to the Working Committee to deal with the situation ns it arises from time to time 
in the light of Haripura resolution on foreign policy and war danger. 

■# 

(7) Repression in Buoti 

Tho A. I. C. C. coodemos the oppressive and tyrannical administration under 
which the people of the Bugti territory in Baluchistan have since long been 
suffering at the hands of tribal head (lehrab Khan. 

The Committee aro of the view that the British authorities who havo assumed 
responsibility for tho welfare of tho people of tho area have failed to discharge 
responsibility. 

The Committeo calls upon the authorities to take immediate measures to stop the 
present autocratic and irresponsible system of administration under whiuh tho Bugti 
tribesmen had to live and suffer all tlieao years. 

(8) Civil Liberty 

Inasmuch as peoplo including Congressmen havo been found in tho name 
of civil liberty to advocate mnrdor, arson, lootiag and class war by violent 
means and several newspapers are carrying on a campaign of falsehood and 
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violonco calculated to incite the readers to violence and to load to communal 
conflicts tbo Congress warns the public that civil liberty does not cover 
acta ot or incitement to violonuo or promulgation of palpable falsehoods. In 
spite therefore of tho Congress policy on oivii liberty remaining unchanged the 
(ingress will consistently with its tradition support measures that may bo undertaken 
by tiro Congress Governments for the defence oi life and property. 

Note —Soverat amendments were brought to this resolution. Before an amoadasent 
brought by Sbri Ahmad waB put to vote Stiri Niharonda Dutt Uaeomdar made an 
appeal to tho Working Committee to accept the amendment. The Working Committed 
however oould not accept the amendment. Thoreopon several members belonging to 
the Socialist and Kisan Sablu groups loft the meeting. 

Shri Shibban Lai Savona's amendment recommending the insertion of 'a few’ before 
‘Congressmen’ in tho first sentence was accepted by tho Working Committee. 

Resolution* by Members of the A> I* C. C. 

The following resolutions were moved by tho members of the A. I. C. C, s— 

(1) Hindustani 

Whereas tbo question of a common language for the whole of India is of supreme 
importance and whereas the Oiodi-Urdu controversy has takoo a very communal torn 
and whereas tho ssosition taken up by the I. N. C. is not properly appreciated, this 
committee reiterates that tho I. N. C. stands for Hindustani written in both Devanagari 
nnd Persian ncripts as tho National Language of India and directs ail Congressmen to 
popularise Hindustani and to desist from takiog part in the Bindi-Urdu controversy. 
The A. I. C. C. heroby appoints a ‘Hindustani Board’, with powers to co-opt, consis¬ 
ting of tho following to prepare an exhaustive scheme for the development of 
Hindustani and submit thoir report to this Committee before tho next annual session 
of tho I. N, O.; 

1. Dr, Rajendra Prasad (Chairman), 2. Maulana Abul Kalam Arad, 3. Acharya 
Narendra Deo. 4. Babu Purshottam I)as Tandon, 5. Prof. Aldus Sattar Siddiqi, 
0. Dr. Tara Chand, ?, Dr. Syod Husain, 8. Dr. Abdul Aleem, 9, Pandit Sunderlal, 

Tho Working Committee accepted tho resolution on Hindustani minus the 
Committee portion of it. Several amendmaats were moved to the main resolution but 
all wore defeated as also the main resolution. 

|2) CosoiiEss-MosList League Negotutjoss 

This meeting of the Ali-India Congress Committee strongly disapproves of the 
policy of certain prominent Congressmen including the Congress President to start 
negotiations with the President of the All-1 adia Muslim League, as the move has 
served, without any redeeming feature, to enhance the prestige of anti-national and 
reactionary forces in tho country aud to undermine the influence of the nationalist 
Muslim wiog iu the circle of organising the masses on a national and economic basis. 

The resolution was defeated by a lioavy majority. 

(3) BEiiARi-B engali Costsoveilst 

This Committee regrets the delay in settling Bchari-Beogali controversy in Bihar 
and appeal to tbs Congress Government iu Bihar to cease from insisting on domioile 
certificate and tho formalities incidental thereto pending disposal of tho matter. 

Tho resolution was withdrawn on Sri Rajendra Prasad explaining that tbo matter 
was subject of inquiry by him and his award was ready and will bo placed before tho 
Working Committee. 


The Working Committee Proceedings 

Delhi — Sind. September to Snd. October I93S 

A meeting of tho Working Committee was held at Delhi from September 23 to 
October 2, 1938. 

The members present were : Jlaulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shris Saroiini Naidn, 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Jamnaial Bajaj, BhuUbhai Desai, Khan Abdut 
GhafTar Khan, Pattabhi Silaramayya, Shaakarrao Deo, Harekrishna MehUb and J. B, 
Kripalani. 
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Owing to sudden illnoss, the president oould not bo present nt tbo mootings of tha 
Working Committee tiil tho nftornoon of tiro 26th. In his nbsonco Montana Abul 
Kalam Azad presided. From tbo aftoruoon of tbo 26th onwards Shri Subhas Chandra 
Dose presidod. 

The Premiers of the Congress provinces who had ticou invited to attend were 
present at most of the meetings of the Working Committee uple the 26th September. 

<11 Minutes 

The Mimites of the last meeting at Warden, July 23-27, 1933, already circulated, 
were confirmed, 

(2) Bono et For Tits Year 1938-39 

Resolved that the budget for tbo A. I, C. C. office for the year beginning from 
October 1, 1938 nod ending with September 30, 1939, bo sanctioned, 

(3) Wafdist Invitation 

Tho Committee requested the President to extend on behalf of tbo Congress an 
invitation to tho Wnfdist Party of Egypt to visit India specially at the time of tho 
Annual .Session of tho Congress. Tho Committee also authorised the President to 
thank the Wafdist Party on behalf of tho Congress for their kind invitation conveyed 
through their leader Nahas Pasha, to send a delegation to their Party Conference 
to bo held at the ond of November this year and to say that the Working Committee 
will try to send representatives to tho Conference of trio Party. 

(4) Last Date of Enrolment 

In response to tho urgent demand from sovera! Provincial Congress Committees 
it is resolved that tho last dato of enrolment of tho primary members be amended 
to October 31, 1938 and a suitable timo-iablo bo drawn up by tho A. I. C. 0. office 
for subsequent elections. 

(5) Proceeds of the BIemiil-rsiiio Feb 

It was tho opinion of tho Committee that tho not procoodH of the membership 
of any year should bo hold in reserve for use by the nuw Committoes, Provincial, 
District, Tahsil, Town eta , that oomo into oxistonoo aftor tho annual elections. 

(6) Naupur P. O, C, Office 

Tho Committee sanctioned the change of tho hoad office of the Nagpur P. C. C. 
from Nagpur to Ward ha. 


(?) Punjab Dispute 

The two parties in the Punjab Congross organisation mot the members of the 
Committee on tho 23rd troptember nt 6 p. ru. Tho onu party was represented by Dr. 
(Jopichand and tho ofhor by Shris ltaja Ram, Duuichund, and others. Tho Committee 
hoard them at great length. 

Tho Committee saw no reason to .interfere with tho award of Shri Jairamdas 
Doulatram and tboy upheld tho interpretation of tho award given bv Shri J. B, 
Kripalani in his judgment communicated to tha parties, by this the Working Council 
constituted by Sliri Jairamdas Doulatram was to function as tho executive authority 
of the Congress organisation in tho Punjab in spite of tho resignations of Dr. 
gatyapal and fclni Dunichand. Dr. Batvapal however could choose any two 
representatives of his party to bo on (ho Working Council, Tho Gillco, for the day 
to day work of the P. P. C. C-, was to bo in charge of the Secretary of tho 
Working Council, namely, Dr. (jopichand. At tho lime of the meetings of P. C. C, 
Shri U«ja Kam was to hava freo access to all tho papers and tho files necessary 
for the conduct of business of these meetings. 

This decision of tho Working Committee was communicated to tho parties. 

Shri Dunichand liowovor met tho Commitleo again on tbo 28th September. He 
said that the Congress work in Punjab could not go on satisfactorily if only ono 
party, as at present, worked the Congress machinery. It was pointed out to him 
that Dr. Matyapal had himsolf brought about this state of affairs by his resignation. 
It was their considered opinion that Shri Jairamdas DouftUratns remarks on the 
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election petition against Dr. Satyapal wore in no way derogatory to his character 
as the olijootions raised were of a technionl character and the election was not sot 
aside. Under those ci ran Distances tho Committee saw no reason why Dr, Satyapal 
should not withdraw his resignation. Shri Dunichand said that bo would inform 
Dr. Satyapal abont tho talk he had with tho Committee and he hoped that he might 
succeed in inducing Dr. Satyapal to withdraw his resignation. 

On tho 29th tho Committee was in formed that Dr. Satyapal had withdrawn his 
resignation. Theroopon the Goooral Secretary was authorised to issue tho following 
statement on bohaif of the Cominittoo i — 

‘‘The deputation of tho two parties in the Punjab Congress organisation waitod 
npon tho Working Committee. Tho Committee heard them at length. The Committee 
wns of tho viow that Dr, Satyaiml had resigned under a misapprehension and the 
remarks of Shri Jairamdas Doumiram on tho election petition against him implied 
no rctlootion upon him as the objections raised against Tiis election were 
of a technical character. Tho Committee suggested that tho whole question 
could bo settled if Dr. Satyapal withdrew his resignation. We are glad to 
know thot Dr. Satyapal has ncco'ntud the suggestion of the Working Committee and 
withdrawn bis resignation. Wo nope now that Dr. Satyapal having withdrawn bis 
resignation tho Working Council constituted under tho award of Shri Jairamdas 
Doulatratn wiii work as before." 

(8) Aeon of Accounts 

The Committee also decided thot an auditor ho sent from the A. I. C. C, office to 
audit the accounts of the Punjab P. C. C. 

(9) C. P. Ministerial Crisis 

Tho following draft resolution to be placed before the A. I. C, C. was adopted :— 

“The A. I. C. C. approves of tho prompt and decisive action taken by the 
Working Committee in tho handling of the Central Provinces Ministerial orisis and 
fully endorse the views expressed by the Working Committee regarding the 
conduct of Dr, Kharo and that of H. E, tho Governor of the C. P. in this 
nnfortuoato episode. 

Tho A. L C. O. is further clearly of opinion that tho conduct of Dr. N. B. 
Kharo since his resignation from the C. P. ministry deserves the severest 
condemnation.” 

In tho A. I. C. C. the resolution was passed with the following amendment 
added :—“and recommends to tho Working Committee to take disciplinary measure 
against Dr. Kharo,' 1 

The Working Committee had therefore to take disciplinary action against 
Dr. Kharo in terms of tho A. I. U. O. resolution. The Committee at its sitting on 
September 28, 1938, however, decided to give Dr. Kharo a further opportunity to 
clear his position and sent him tho following telegram :— 

“All India Congress Committee having ondorsed Working Committee action against 
you, condemned your subsequent conduct and directed Working Committee to take 
disciplinary action. Committee prefers hearing you oa or before first October if 
you do desire. Please wire.’’. 

To this Dr. Kharo replied 

‘•Your wire. Having accused Working Committee 1 prefer independent impartial 
tribunal since Working Committee as contending party can't in fairness sit in 
judgment over me. Please reply". 

Working Committee’s reply to the telegram was: — 

“No appeal can lie against A. I. C. C. decision. Unless therefore yon appear 
before Working Committee yourself or by proxy on 2nd October decision wil! be taken. 

Dr. Kharo failed to appear or send his rep’rosentativo by the 2nd. Tho Working 
Committee was therefore constrained to pass the following resolution 

“In pursuance of the resolution passed by the All India Congress Committee to 
take disciplinary action against Dr. Khaie, tho Working Committee before taking any 
action cave him opportunity to oxplain his conduot but ha declined to avail himself 
of it. The Working Oommittoo disqualifies Dr, Kharo from being a Congress member 
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for the noit two years from to-day, i. o,, till 1st October, 1910, This necessarily 
involves his immediate resignation from nil Congress organisations and also from 
the C. P, Legislative Assembly. Accordingly Use Working Cammittoe calls upon 
Dr. Khar© to resign from tho C. P. Legislative Assembly. 11 

(10) Draft Resolutions os the following suiuects to ne placed before tiie 

A. I. C. 0. WERE ADOPTED 

(1) Federalion, (2) Indian States, (3) Palestine, (4) Durian Riots, (5) Repression 
(0) Civil Liberty, (7i interference with Admiaistraliou. 

Note : —All theso resolutions except the last (Interference with Administration) 
were passed by tho A. 1. C. O, with slight verbal changes. See p. 

(11) Wab Dasher 

The Working Committeo adopted tho following resolution to bo placed before the 
A, 1. O. C.:— 

“In tho ovont of war breaking out in Europe, tho A. f. 0. O, delegates its powers 
to tho Working Committee to deal with the situation as it arises from time to time 
in tho light of Haripura resolution on foreign policy and war dangers." 

The Working Committeo took the following farther decision :—• 

“In view of the problems arising out of war situation the Working Committeo 
will continue to sit from day to day at Delhi.” 

{12) CZEOHOSUIVKU 

Tho following resolution of sympathy was passed :— 

“Tho Working Committee have boea following with groat nnxioly tho ovonts as 
they have been developing in Europe. They view with great conoeru tho unabashed 
attempt that is being made by Uerumny to deprive Czechoslovakia of its independence 
or reduce it to Impotence, The Working Committee send their profound sympathy 
to the bravo people of Czechoslovakia ia their struggle to preserve their freedom. 
Doing themselves engaged in a war, though non-violent but not tho iess grim and 
exacting, against the greatest Imperialistic power on earth, India cannot but bo 
deeply interested in the protection of tho Czechoslovakian freedom. Tho Committeo 
hope that tho bettor part of human nature will still assert and save humanity from 
the impending catastrophe.” 

In pursuance of this resolution tho President sent tho following message by cable 
to Prcsidoat Denes :— 

“Congress passed resolution expressing profound sympathy for your bravo poopfo 
in their struggle fo preserve freedom. Wo hope butler part of human nature will 
still assort itself aud save humanity from impending catastrophe. Dray accopt 
personal regard and admiration." 

(13) Intf.bperence in AnMimsTrumiN 

Following resolution was passed : — 

“It has coma to tho notice of tho Working Commitloo that Congress Committees 
interfere with tho ordinary admioisttation of tho Gauntry's affairs seeking to iulluonco 
oflicors and other members of the services. The* Working Committed advises 
Congressmen not to interfere with tho duo course of administration. This however 
does not moan that there should not bo tho utmost mutual eo-opoiation but ween 
Congressman and tho mombors of the services in mutters of publio concern. 

Note Tho resolution could not bo discussed iu the A. I, u, O, for want of 
time. It was therefore passed by tho Working Committee as its own resolution. 

(14) CossmuTtos Committee Rerun? 

Tho Report of tho Constitution Bub-Committee was placed bo/ore tho Committee 
and was adopted. 

(15) Powers of the Parliamentary Suis-CoMMirrin: 

Road and considered tho following resolution of Iho Tenancy Rub-Committee of 
tho U. P. Provincial Congress Committees — 

“The Sub-Committoo appointed by tho U. P, Provincial Congress Committeo at 
ila meeting held on the 11th July, *38 to consider tho draft of tho Tenancy Dill and 
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to main recommendations to tbe Government on its be bat? is perturbed by the 
report that the Parliamentary f-ob-Commiltee is aozioos to arrive at a settlement 
with the bis zamindars of the Province over the question of agrarian legislation and 
has with this view agreed to receive their deputation. 

“The Committee while recoeoising (be right of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee 
to advise the Congress Party in all its activities is aware of tbe fact that as a role 
(be Parli amentary Pub-Committee has refrained from tendering advice in any matter 
unless it is specially sought for by tbe Congress Government or the Party itself. 
The Committee is emphatically of opinion that in the present case there is absolutely 
no reason why the rule of practice established by the Parliamentary Sab-CommiUee 
shoold be deparb-d from. 

It is obvious that all effective work in tbe legislatures most have the 
sanction of the people behind it and that the Congress is pledged to implement 
tbe agrarian programme of tbe Congress as enunciated in tbe election manifesto 
and tbe agrarian programme of tbe Provincial Congress Committee. The Congress 
Party in each province has been directed by tbe Working Committee to consult 
tbe Provincial Congress Committee and the U. P. Congress Party has in the 
rules framed by it laid it down as its primary duty to carry out the resolutions 
of the P, C. CL 

The Parliamentary Party and the P. C. C. have set np Sub-Committees to 
consider the government proposals and make their recommendations to the Government 
and a machinery has also been devised to settle differences of opinion, if any, 
between these two bodies. 

The Government proposals are quite modest and inadequate to give a sufficiently 
large measure of relief to the peasantry at a time when its economic burdens are 
becoming more ani more intolerable. The big aamiodars aie forcibly dispossessing 
their teoanls in order to deprive them of the new rights that might accrue to them 
under the new Act. They are organising themselves to create difficulties in the way of 
the Government and are"using threats of violence in order to coerce the Government 
into submission. The Government has gone far to appease them and has done its ut¬ 
most to meet them half way. Tha new proposals in consequence fall far short of 
the proposals enunciated in oar Agrarian Programme and the recommendations of the 
P. C. C. Where immediate action was urgeotly called for, the agrarian legislation is 
boiog unduly delayed owing to the delaying tactics of the big zamindars and the 
Congress and peesaut organisations have been making insistent demands for improving 
tbe proposals. The peasantry is getting restive and if the process is not speeded up 
and all talk of compromise with tho big zamindars is not given up it is bound to lead 
to disastrous results. 

The Committee is credibly informed that the Congress Government is not prepared 
to make aoy further concessions to the big zamindars and regards itself as quite 
competent to deal with the situation with tbe assistance of tho Congress organisation 
of the province. It has not approached tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee with any 
request nor has it ever sought its advice in this matter. 

The Committee, therefore, trusts that tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee will not 
depart from the rule of practice which it has laid down for its guidance and 
will, instead of holding out any hop-s to the big zamindars or giving tbem aoy 
encouragement simply refer them to the Congress Party ia tho province.” 

Resolved that in view of the fart that a doubt has been raised regarding 
the function of tho Parliaraeniaiy Sub-Committee, the Working Committee 
desires to make it clear that in accordance with tbo resolution appointing it, 
tho Parliamentary Sub-Committee is required to be ia close and constant tooeh 
with the work of the Congress Parties in ail the legislatures in tbe provinces, 
to advise them in all their activities arid take necessary action ia any case of 
emergency. The Parliamentary Sub-Committee is entitled to do so ruo motu and not 
only on reference being made by Parliamentary Parties or Provincial Congress 
Committees, The Committee regrets that tho Agrarian Sab-Committee of the 
U. P. Provincial Congress Committee should have questioned the authority of the 
Parliamentary Sub-Committee and passed a resolution to that effect. The U. P. 
resolution is particularly objectionable as tboro is absolutely no justification for 
the assumption on which it is based. 
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(lfl) Bih's'u Rude 

Tho following resolution was passed 

“Resolved that Mr Asaf AH bo deputed to go to tho Frontier and enquire into tho 
causes and eircumstanocs of tho reseat Bnnuu raids and report to tho Working 
Committee". 

(17) Dr. Ashriv’s Resoujtioh oh Uismjstani 

Tho Committee decided to support it with tho delation of the portion about tho 
appointment of a Cimmitteo. 

Tho resolution was however defeated in the A. I. C. C. 

Tho Working Committee therefore passed tho following resolution to dispel any 
doubts that might havo arisen regarding tho Congress attitudo in this question :— 
Hindustani — 

With reference to the non-odloinl resolution regarding Hindustani moved by 
Doetor Asharf at the reooat meeting of the A, I. C. U., the Working Committee 
TOgrets that it fell through owing to the ooufusion of issues oreatod by a variety of 
amendments. But tho rojeotion of tho resolution does not in any way affect tho 
position of tho Congress as define! in tho following article of the Constitution 
“Article XIX— 

<o) Tho proceedings of the Congress, the All India Congress Committoo and tho 
Working Committee shall ordinarily bo conducted In Hindustani, Tho English 
language or any provinoia! language may bo used if tho speaker is unable to 
speak in Hindustani or whonover permitted by the President, 

(b) Tho proceedings of tho Provincial Congress Comsitteo shall ordinarily 
bo conducted in the language of tho province concerned. Hindustani may also 
be used, 

Hindustani aooordiug to the practioo of tho Congress is the language of the 
bulk of tho people of tho North aod written either io liuvauagri or Urdu script. 

Indeed it has boon tho policy of tbo Congress more and moro fo fosist on tho 
use of Hindustani at all tho meetings and in tho proceedings of Congress Committee, 
Tho Working Committoo hopes that by tho end of the year Congressmen will 
prepare themselves to speak and write in the national language so that it may 
become unnecessary thenceforth to make uso of English at Congress mootings or in 
the offiecs of tho Congress committees bo far as iniorpravinctal communications ary 
coocerood, provided that tho Chairman may whenever noeosaary permit the 
use of English. 


(8> Correspondence with the Mu dim League 

The following is the text of Mr. Jtnnah's letter to Mr, Suhltas Bose, 
Dated Snd. Aug. 19J8 ■:— 

I placed your letter datod tho 25th of July, 19118 before tho mooting of the 
Executive Council of tho All India Muslim League. 

Tho Executive Council gave its earnest attention and careful consideration to the 
arguments which were urged in your lottur for persuading it not to claim the status 
it has done in its Resolution No, 1 already communicated to you, I oca desired to 
state that in defining tho status the Council was not actuated by any motive 
of securing an admission but had moroiy stated au accepted faot. 

The Council iB fully convinced that tho Muslim League is tho only authoritative 
and representative political organisation of the Mussulmans of India. Tho position 
was accepted whoa tho Congress-League Pact was arrived at in 1916 at Lucknow 
and ever since till lOUfl when Jinnali-Hajondra Prasliad Conversation took place it 
has not been questioned. The AH India Muslim League, therefore, doos not require 
nny admission or recognition from tho Congress and nor did tho resolution of the 
Executive Council passed at Bombay. But in view of the fact that tho position—tit 
tact the very existence—of the League had boon questioned by Pandit Jawaharlal 
notify, the then President of the Congress, la one of his statements whoroia ho 
asserted that thorq was only two parties in (ho country vie tho British Government 
ana the Congress it was considered necessary by the Executive Council to inform 
■o° Id D ^ r0li * >8SIS 00 the negotiations between the two organisations 
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Besides, the very fact that tho Congress approached tbo Muslim League to eater 
into negotiations for a settlement of tin Hindu Muslim question it pre-supposed the 
authoritative aod representative character of the League and as sach its right to come 
to an agreement on behalf of tho Musealmans of India. 

Tho Council are aware of tho fact that there is a Congress coalition government 
in N. W. F, P. aul also tint there are some .Muslims in tho Congress organisation 
in other province. But the Council is of opinion that those Muslims in thu Congress 
do no: and cannot represent th e Mussulmans of India for the simple reason that 
their number is very insignificant and that as members of the Congress they have 
disabled themselves from representing or speaking oa behalf of tho Muslim com¬ 
munity. Ve/e it so, the whole claim of tho Congress alleged in your letter 
regarding its national character would fall to tho ground. 

As regards 'the other Muslim organisation" to which reference has boon made in 
your letter, but whom you hiyo not oven named, the Council considers that it would 
have been more proper if no reference had been mite to thorn. If they collectively 
or individually had been in a position to speak on behalf of the Mussalmans of India, 
the negotiations with tho Muslim League for a settlement of tho Hindu-Muslim 
question would not have been initiated by the President of the Congress and Mr. 
tiauihi. However, so far as tho Muslim Lraguo is eoocerneJ, it is not aware that any 
Muslim Political organisation has ever male a claim that it can spsak or negotiate on 
behalf of the Muslims of India. It is, therefore, very much to be regretted that you 
should have referred to “other Muslim organisations’* in this connection. 

The Cmncii is equally actions to bring about a settlement of “the much vexed 
Hindu-Muslim quostion" and thus hasten tho realisation of tho common goal, bnt it 
is painful to find that subtle arguments are being introduced to cloud the issue and 
retard the progress of the negotiations. 

In view of the facts statel above tho Council still hopes that the representative 
character of the Muslim League will not bo questioned and that the Congress will 
proceed to appoint a committee on that basis. 

With reference to the third resolution^ was the memorandum of tho Congress 
referred to in your letter dated the 15th of May, 1938 in which mention of other 
minorities was male and the Muslim League expressed its willingness to consult them, 
if and when, it was necessary to consonance with its declared policy. 

As regards yonr desire for the release of tho correspondence, tnclnding this letter, 
for publication the Council has no objection to yonr doing so. 

The Working Committee authorised the President to send the folloicing reply to 
Mr. Jinnah's letter of Aug. 2, 1038. The letter is datsd 2nd. October 1038 :— 

Dear Sir. Jionah, 

You letter of the 2nd August, 1933 has been place! before the Working Committee. 
After duo deliberation it has resolvel to reply as follows : — 

Though there are inaccuracies in your letter no purpose will bo served by dwelling 
on them. The substance of your letter seom* to bo that the League does not expect 
the Congress either implicitly or explicitly to acknowledge its status as tho authorita¬ 
tive Muslim organisation of India. If this view is accepted by the League, I am 
authorised to state that the Working Committee will confer with the Committee that 
may be appointed by tho League to draw up tho terms of settlement. Tho Working 
Committee will be represented by at least live of its members at the sittings of the 
Conference. 

As the previous correspondence has already been released for publication, I am 
taking the liberty of issuing this to tho press. 

The letter of 2nd October of the president was considered by the Executive of the 
Muslim League at its meeting at Karachi held on Ootobor 9, 193S. The Council 
authorised the President, Mr. Jinnah to reply to the Congress President as follows 

I am in receipt of your letter dated October 2, which was placed before the 
Executive Council of tho League. 1 am authorised to state in reply that the Executive 
Council regret very much that the Working Committee of the CoDgress should have 
entirely misread my letter of August 2 which was quite clear and did not require any 
elucidation or further interpretation. Tbo Muslim League is still ready to proceed 
with negotiations for a settlement of the Hmdu-Muslim question on the basis defined 
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in my loiter referred to nbovo unit would appoint its ropretonfativos to mot a com* 
mittoo that may bo appointed by tho Congress on tlio footing indicated by us in our 
three resolutions of Juno 5, already communicated to you. 

The Constitution Committee Report 

Tlio Cons titniion Committee nipnintcd by Iho Ilnripura Congress meet for the 
Second time at Delhi on September 20, 1938. Tlio Members present weie: Shns 
lihulabhai Desai, li. I’uttablii Sit.tr uraayya, S. A. Brelvi, Anant Sbnyauam Ayeuger 
and J. B. Kripalani, Sliris Kijcudra Prasad nud Bhatikarrao Deo tveio present by 
special invitation. 

Tho CornraiUeo discussed tbo questions th.it had boon referred to it, considered 
the suggestions made by tho different P, C. Cs, and submitted tho folio sing report 
to tho Working Committee : 

Rsronr or the Constitution Committee Aitoiktkh nv the Resolution or tub 
11 Mm-uit.i Co.NoitKSH Dateu Feiihuahy 21, 1938 

Tho first moating nt tho Contmiltoo teas hold at Bombay on 18th and 19th May, 
1938 when tho following members wore present : Shns .luwaharial Nehru. Jairamdas 
Doulatram, 1’attabhi Sitaramayya, Aebynt Potwnrdhan, Kiran Kimkar Roy, S. A. 
Brelvi and J. IS, Kripalani. The Committee arrauged to discuss tho subject-matter 
of the resolution under tlio following four beads :— 

(«l Advisability or otherwise of imliioct elections of delegates, 

(/<) Genuine membership ami proper elections. 

(e) Suitability of territorial representation on the A. I. C, C. and in provinces 
whore it may be considered suitable, the method of such representation. 

frf) Suitability or otherwiso of Iho method of proportional representation by a 
single transforablo vote in Iho oleotiotis to tho nuimWsiiip of tho A. I. O. C. Any 
consequential change that may bo necessary as a result of fixing up constituencies 
in connection with Article VI (e), 

Tho Committee discussed only tho first two items ami of these two, no conclusion 
was arrived at regarding tho first item. 'TFTo tentative conclusions regarding the 
second item, as also tlio points for discussion, were circulated among the several 
provi lie in I Congress Committees tor ejeciting tinny opinion thereon, Tho opinions 
received from tbo several Congress Committees mid the points fnr dismission, were 
finally discussed at tho meeting of the Constitution Cororoitteo on Heptembor 2t>, 1938 
at tho Hamm Colony, Delhi whoa tho following members worn present: Hbris 
Hhuiabhni Desai, 8. A. Itrelvij it. Pattabhui Sitnramayyn, 51. A. Iyengar and .1, It 
Kripalani with t-tliri Ilhiilnbtiai Desai in tho Chair. Tlio following decisions wore 
arrived at regarding tho points under reference 

(1) Advisability or otherwise of indirect elceiums of delegates'. Tho Commillne 

consider that owing to the iuoroasiiig mimtier of Primary members and tho trouble 
and expense involved in direct elections by them, indirect elections of delegatus to 
tiio Congress is advisable and recommended that the delegates may bo dented by the 
mombnts of tho District Congress Committee in each district who shall form an 
doctoral college for tho purpose of this election. Tho dcotion to the District Con¬ 
gress Committee shall bo diroot and shall bo made by,tbo primary members in tho 
District from among themselves. Tho District should bo divided into fixed territorial 
constituencies for this purpose, each constituency tiuing co-terminus with a revenue 
firkali, circle or union. Thu number of members returned from “lirkah, 

circle or union, to the District Congress C'emmitteo diall bear a fixed pro¬ 

portion to tho numbers enrolled therein, as may be presoribed by tho Provincial 
Congress Committee. Tlio election to tho District Congress Committee shall 
bo yearly and tho election of the delegates to the Congress shall 
also bo annual. Any primary member of tho Congress in tho District shall be 

eligible to stand as a candidate fur delegates hip, and tho election of tho delegates by 
tlio D, C. C. shall bo by moans of the distributive vote. Delegates who aro not 
already members of tho D, U. C. shall bcoomo ox-o!ficio rnomborB of the D, O. O. 

and as before shall bo members of tho P. C. C. also. 

(2) (o) Enrolment of members : —There have boon complaints by individuals and 
parties that those in power and in control of tho oflleo machinery refused many 
tunes to supply bools to their personal or political opponents and that in some cases 
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where books were too freely distributed, on real and bogus persons were enlistod as 
members to add to the strength of a party or a faction. Cases also have been 
reported of instancoa where persons to whom books were given, enrolled members 
and oollectod subscriptions but did not remit tho money and even failed to send up 
tbo names of tho District Congress Committee. Our recommendation is that the 
District Congress Commiitoo shall bo responsible for gutting momharsh'p forms 
priotud at thoir own cost and for making arrangomonts for the ourolmeDt of the 
members and tho collection of subscription from thorn. Members of the District 
Congress Committee, tho Provincial Congress Committee and tho membors of the 
A. 1. O. O io tbo District and tbo president and secretary and other members of 
each Taluktt or Town Congress Committee therein shall be entitled to obtain 
membership forms from tho D. C. O. for enrolment of members in the District or in 
areas specified by tho D. 0. C. Membership forms may also bo given to such ethers 
as tho District Congress Commitfoo may choose. The persons to whom tho member¬ 
ship forms are so given shall bo responsible to the District Congress Committee 
for tho moDoy collected and they shall abide by such other directions regarding the 
sendiag up of lists of members etc. as may bo given by the D. C. C. 

(f>) Electoral Rolls preparation : Wo are in favour of enrolment of members 
each year. 

There shall bo an electoral roll or list of Primary membors for oach firkab, circle 
or union every yoar. Tho D. C. C. shall bb responsible for the preparation and 
publication thereof nod may delegate tho preparation and publication to tbo Taloqa 
Committee, if any, under it. Tho lists of Primary members must bo made nvailabta 
for inspection sometime before the date of tbo elections at tho office of tbo firkah 
Committee for raising objections thereto. The final date for receiving such 
objections must bo fixed by the D. C. 0. whou the following time-scale shall be 
observed regarding tbo fixing of dales of publication of lists, the lime for objections, 
tho date for scrutiny, rectifications etc. Objections to tho rolls shall ba considered 
and decided upon by standing firkah credential committees constituted oach year for 
this uursoso for each firkah by tha District Congress Committee, from amongst the 
members of tbo Congress to tho District. An appeal shall lie from tho decision of 
tho firkah credential committee to a standing District Credential Committee consti¬ 
tuted for the whole district each year by tho District Congress Committee The 
decision of the District Congress Committee oo appeal shall ba Qua!. Tho Guatiy 
corrected list shall bo sent after enquiry into objections to tho P. C. C. and it is 
this final list as supplied to the P. C. C. that should be considered the valid list for 
election purposes. 

Elf chon Machinery : Tho P. C. O. should appoint a Returning Officer ia t-.vh 
District for scrutinising nominations, appointing polling agents and fur miking other 
necessary arrangomonts in connection with elections to the Congress organisations 
other than village committees. The returning officer shall receive the necessary help 
and assistance from the District Congress Qjmmittec. Tile Executive of the P. C. 0. 
should also appoint a Credential Committee for each district aud ooo superior 
Credential Committee for tha whole of the province. The function of tho District 
Credential Committee should be to hear all the disputes concerning membership and 
elections within the district. All appeals from the District Credential Committees 
should lie with tho Provincial Credential Committee. The decision of the Provin¬ 
cial Credential Committee shall be final iu nil election matiers except in the case of 
disputes about the membership of the A. I. C. C. and the office-bearers and members 
of the Executive of the P. O. C. In the latter two cases an appeal from the 
decisions of the Provincial Credential Committee should lie with the General 
Secretary of A. I. O. C. who may refer the matter to a member of the Working 
Committee appointed beforehand by tho Working Committee as a Regional Reference. 
The decision of this member of the Working Committee appointed as tho Regional 
Reference should bo final iu all such disputes, 

(3) We consider that territorial representation on the A. I. C. C. according to 
the provinces as prevails at present is enough and no farther sab-territorial repre¬ 
sentation, from fixed portions of the province is necessary or desirable. Wa how¬ 
ever think that a convention may bo established for ensuring representation of 
Districts as well as that of women, Muslims, Christians, and Harijaos and that of 
the Sikhs from tho Punjab, wherever necessary or advisable, on the A. I, C. C. 

l-t) We are not in favour of continuing tho present system of proportional 
representation by single transferable vote in tbo elections to the membership of the 
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A. I. C, C., as it leads to formations of small groups often in conflict with or 
to one another. With a view to ensure greater harmony and full collective res¬ 
ponsibility, we recommended that the members of the A. I. C. O. from each 
province may he oleotcl by tlu* members of that province from among themselves 
on the prineipto of the distributive vote, 

Shri S. A, BreSvi however expressed himself in favour of retaining the present 
system of election to tho A. I. C, U. on tho principle of tho transferable vote. 

The Industries Ministers’ Conference 

Delhi—2nd. and 3rd, October 1938 

In terms of tho resolution passed by tho Working Committee in this behalf at its 
meeting held at Wardha. July last, a conference of Industries Ministers of tho Con¬ 
gress Provinces was held at Delhi on tho 2nd and 3rd October, 11118, Shri Snblias 
Chandra Boso presided. 

Those present worn Shris V. V. Giri (Madras), N. N, Patil (Bombay), Dr. Syod 
Mahmud (Bihar), Shris N. Kiiiurigo (Orissa) and J. 15. Kripaiani (General Secretary). 

Bhri Yiswoswnrayn, Dr. M. N. Saha, Shri Q, D, Birla, Lala Shri Rata and Lai a 
Shankarlttl, were present by special iuvitaiion. 

President s Ol'knino Address 

The president after welcoming the members of tho Con furnace delivered the 
following address on tho industrial problems facing India : 

Let me at tho ontsot thank you all heartily for responding to my invitation and 
attending this conference in spite of inconvonionoo and loss of time. This Confur- 
oneo is tho first of its kind since the Congress undertook tho responsibility of 
Oovornraent in tho province. Ever sinuo it was decided to permit Gingrossmon to 
accept ministerial office, the problem of developing tlio industries of our country 
and the question of co-ordination of our resources with n view to that end has 
been engaging the earnest nttunlion of tho Wo king Committee. 

At its sitting in August 1937, tho Working Committco ndoptod tho following 
resolution 

“Tho Working Commilh'o recommends to tiio Congress Ministries tho appoint¬ 
ment of a Committoo of Exports to consider urgnnt and vital prohloms, 
tho solution of whiab Is necessary to any scheme *of national reconstruction 
and social planning. Such solution will require extensive surveys and 
tho collection of data, as well as a clearly defined social objective. Many of tbeso 
problems cannot bo dealt with rdLutivuly on a provinoial basis and tho intorosts of 
adjoining provinces aro iotor-linku.l. Comprohonsivo river surveys aro necessary for 
formulation of a policy to prevoel disastrous floods, to utilize tho water Cor purposes 
of irrigation, to consider tho problem of soil erosion, to oradioato malaria, and for tho 
development of hydro-oioolric and other ttchumos. For this purpose the whole river 
valley will bavo to be survoyod and investigated, and largo-soala state planning 
resorted to. Tho development and control of industries require also joint aud co¬ 
ordinated action on tho part of several provinces, Tho Working Committee advises 
therefore that, to begin with, an inter-provincial Committoo of exports bo appointed 
to consider tho general nature of Iho problems to bo faced, ao<l to suggest how, and 
in what order, thuse should be tackled. This Export Committoo may suggest the 
formation of special committees or Hoards to consider each suoli problem separately 
and to ad vino the proyinuial governments concerned os to tho joint action to be 
undertaken.'' 

In May last, 1 convened in Bombay a conforonco of the Premiers of tho seven 
Congress Provinces which was attended by some members of tho Working Committee 
and also by sovural ministers. On that occasion we discussed, as some of you will 
remember, tho problems of industrial reconstruction, development of Power Resources 
and Power Supply as well os the gsnoral question of co-ordinaiioa aud co-operation 
among tho Congress provinces. If I remember aright, thoso who attended tho 
conference wore of tho view that tho Working Committee should take the initiative 
in appointing a Committee of Experts to advise the Congress ministries on the above 
problems. 
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The Working Committee in July last adopted the following resolution : — 

“With reference to the resolution passed by the Working Committee at Wardfca 
on August 14-17, 1337, relating to the appointment of an Expert Committee to 
erplore the possibilities of an All India Industrial Plan, it is resolved that as a 
preliminary step the President be authorised to convene a conference of the Ministers' 
of Industries at an early date and cal! for a report of the existing industries in 
different provinces and the needs and possibilities of new ones." 

This Conference Las been called in pursuance of this resolution. 

It is needless for me to point oat that with the problems of poverty and tin* 
employment looming so large in oar national life today, the question of utilising all 
our resources to the best advantage of the nation has assumed enormous importance. 
It is essential to improve the miserable lot of otrr peasantry and to raise the general 
standard of liviDg, Ibis cannot be achieved merely by tbe improvement of agriculture. 
Greater efficiency in agricultural methods, which is certainly desirabie may give os 
more and cheaper food and other necessities of life obtained from agriculture, but it 
will not solve the problom of poverty and unemployment. This may appear paradoxi¬ 
cal, but a little consideration will show that greater efficiency means that the same 
production in agriculture can be effected by less than the present number of 
agriculturists, in that eventuality the present situation of unemployment may become 
worse as a result of scientilic agriculture. 

Bow then shall we tackle this formidable problem ? It ia our aim to see that 
everybody—man, woman and child, is better clothed, better educated and has sufficient 
leisure for recreation and for cultural activity. If this aim is to be realised the 

f uantity of industrial products has to be increased considerably; necessary works 
ava to bo organised and a large proportion of village population have to be diverted 
to industrial occupations. 

India is a country with resources similar to those of tbe United States of America. 
Her mineral wealth and other natural resources are superabundant. What is wanted 
is their systematic and organised exploitation by us in the best interests of the nation. 
Every country in the world that has grown rich and prosperous has done so through 
tho fullest development of its industries. I shall here cite tbe example of only one 
country. Before tho Great War, Russia was do better than India. Sba was mainly 
an agricultural country and nearly 70 p. c. of tbe population were peasants, almost 
as miserable and wretched as our peasants today. Industries were in a backward 
state, power was undeveloped and was considered a luxury. She was without know¬ 
ledge of her power resources, without exports and technicians. But within the last 
10 years she has passed from a community of primarly half-starved peasants to one 
of primarily woll-fed aod well-clothed industrial workers. She has achieved a 
considerable measure of success in her efforts to solve the problem of poverty, 
disease and famine which perpetually haunted her peasant population before the 
Revolution. This has been largely due to planned industrialisation of the whole 
country which presupposed a scheme of planned electrification. This marvellous 
progress In Russia in a very short period deserves our careful study and attention, 
irrespective of the political theories on which this State is based. 1 have quoted the 
example of Russia merely because of the resemblance which tbe pre-War conditions 
there bear to those in our country aod to show how far a scheme of planned 
industrialisation can take us ou tho path to all-round prosperity. 

We Congressmen of today have not only to strive for liberty but have also to 
devote m portion of our thought and energy to problems of national 
reconstruction, considering that we are within sight of power and Swaraj ia 
no longer a dream to be realized in the distant future. National reconstruction 
will be possible only with tho aid of Science and of onr Scientists, There Is 

at the present day a lot of loose talk about schemes for bringing about 

industrial recovery in this land. To my mind the principal problem that we 
have to face is not industrial recovery but industrialisation. India is still in 
tbe pre-industrial stage of evolution. No industrial advancement Is possible 
until we pass through tbe throes of an industrial revolution. If the industrial 
revolution is au evil, it is a necessary evil. We can only try our best to mitigate 
tbe ills that have attended its advent in other couotrics. Furthermore, we 
have to determine whether this revolution will be a comparatively gradual 
one, aa in Great Britain, or a forced march as in Soviet Russia. I am afraid 

that it has to be a forced march in this country. In the world as it is 

constituted today, a community which resists industrialisation has little chance 
of surviving international competition, 

37 
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At this stops I should like to make it perfectly cl jar that there need not 
be a conflict between cottage industries nnd large-scale industries. Such conflict, 
it any, arises out of misunderstanding, I am a Orm believer in the need of 

developing our eottnpo industries^ though l also hold that wo have to reconcile 

ourselves to industrialisation. Mro find that in the most industrially advanced 
countries in Europe a large number of cottage industries still exist and 

thrive. In our eounlry wo know of collage industries—liko the hand-loom 
industry, for instance—which hnvo withstand competition with Indian and 
foreign mills and hnvo not lost ground. Industrialisation docs not therefore 
mean that wo turn our back on cottage industries. Far from it, It only means 
that wo shall have to decide which industries should be developed on s 

cotinge basis and which on n large-scale basis, In the peculiar notional 
economy which exists in India today, and in view of the limited resources of our 
people, wo should do our very best to develop cottage industries, flido by sido 
with Isrgc-Bcaio industries. 

Industries may ho roughly clnssirtcd under 3 heads,—heavy, medium and 
cottage industries. Heavy industries at the present lime, are no doubt of the 
greatest value for the rapid economic development of tho country. They form 
iho backbone of onr national economy. Wo cannot unfortunately make much 
headway in this direction until wo capture power at the centra nnd securo 
full control of our lineal poliey. Tho medium scale industries can ho started 
by business leaders with Uoveriimeut co-operation ntul help. As regards Cottage 
industries, I hnvo already observed that thuro need not be any eoidlict between 
their development nnd that of large-scale industries, 

I should now tike to tnnko it few observations on tho principles of national 
planning. 

<al Though from tho industrial point of view tho world is ono unit, we 
should nevertheless aim at national autonomy especially m tho livid of ouc 

principal needs and rri|ilircment», 

(b) Wo should adopt n policy, aiming nt tho growth and development of 
tho mother industries vii:., power supply, metal production, machine and tools 
manufacture, manufacture of essential choraicals, transport and eotanumication 
industrial etc. 

(c) Wo should also tackle tho problem of technical education and 

technical research. 80 far as technical education is concerned, an in thn case 
of Japanese students, our studenlR should bo sent abroad for training in 
accordance with a clear and dillnito plan so that ns soon ns they return 

homo they may proceed Rtraightway to build up new industries. 80 far as 

technical research is concerned, wo shall agree that it should be freed from 
governments! control of every kind, 

(dl There should bo a permanent national research council. 

<o> /-a * 1 hut not least, as a preliminary step towards national planning, there 
should bo an economic survey of tho present industrial position with a view to 
securing tho necessary data for tho national planning commission, 

I shall now draw your attention to some of the" problems which vou may have 
to consider at this conference t— 


I* Arrangement for a proper economic suivey of each province, 

2. Co-ordination between cottage industries uud largu-sealo industries with a view 
to preventing overlapping, 

3. TJio advisability of having n regional distribution of industries, 

4. Rules regarding toclioical training, in India aud abroad, for our studocts. 
o. Provisions for technical research, 

0. Advisability of appointing a Committee of exports to givo furlhor advico on 
Iho problems of industrialisation. 


• II Iheso problems could bo tackled at this conference, I am Huro that our purpose 
n meeting here'this afternoon would be fulfilled. As I have indicated at tho outset, 
we nave to go into tho question of tho existing industries in tho different provinces 
?“H anJ , possibilities of now ones, Wo can fulfil this task only if wo 

tacklo a variety of problems somo of which I havo indicated above. 

fh^ennf wn'ncifm 1 °*P r0S * ***® ar<i « n l hopo that tliroogli your help and co-operation 

inJ,° b ° 8 KUCC l eM “, n ? "“W » powoiful impotus to tho 

industrial regeneration of our poor and exploited country. 
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The four ministers also male statements on the industrial situation in Urn country 
and the problems affecting thoir respective provinces. There was then a general 
discnssion. 

The following resolutions were passei :— 

(1) This Conference of the Ministers of Indnstries is of opinion that the problems 
of poverty and unemployment of national defence and of the economic regeneration 
in general cannot be solved without industrialisation. As a step towards snoh 
industrialisation a comprehensive scheme of national planning should be formulated. 
This scheme should provide for the development of heavy key industries, medium-scale 
industries and cottage indnstries, keeping in view oar national requirements, the 
resources of tho country as also the peculiar circumstances prevailing in the country. 
The scheme should provide for tho establishment of new indnstries of all classes and 
also for the maximum development of the existing ones. 

(2) This Conference having considered the views of several provincial govern- 
menu is of opinion that pending the submission and consideration of a comprehensive 
industrial plan for the whole of India steps should be taken to start the following 
large-scale indnstries of national importance on an all India basis and the efforts 
of all provinces and Indian States, should as far as possible, bo coordinated 
to that end. 

(a) Manufacture of machinery and plant and tools of all kinds ; 

(b) Manufacture of automobiles, motor boats etc. and thoir accessories and other 
industries connected with transport and communication : 

(c) Manufacture of electrical plant and accessories; 

(d) Manufacture of heavy chemicals and fertilisers; 

(e) Metal production ; 

({} Indnstries connected with power generation and power supply. 

(3) With a view to doing preliminary work for giving effect to resolution 1 
and i this conference appoints a Planning Committeo (the personnel of which will be 
announced later by the Congress President). 

To enable this Committee to commence work forthwith, tho different provincial 
government* are requested to make suitable financial contributions. Tho Committee 
will submit its report to the Congress Working Committeo and to tho All India 
National Planning Commission provided for hero-after within four months of the 
commencement of its sitting. 

l4) This Conference is farther of opinion that a commission .fully representative 
of all India, including the British Indian Provinces and the Indian States, should be 
appointed for tho purpose of giving effect to resolutions 1 and 2 after due considera¬ 
tion of the recommendations of tho Planning Committee. The Commission to be 
called the All India National Planning Commission shall consist of the following 
members with powers to co-opt (a) ono nominee of the Government of each Pro¬ 
vince or State co-operating in this work, ( 6 ) four represented vos of tho Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerco, fe) a representative of the All India Village 
Industries Association and (d! alt members of the Planning Committee mentioned in 
Resolution No. 3, 

The Planning Commiileo and tho Ail India National Flanning Commission shall 
have a paid uon-tnembor secretary with necessary staff. Tbo Commission shall at 
its first meeting framo roles for its own procedure. 

The Commission may appoint a Sub-Committee or Sab-Committees of exports 
to report to it on technical or financial aspects of any industry under consideration 
aod may for expert investigation employ suitable technicians. 

The Commission shall submit interim reports on such industry by definite dales 
to be fixed by the commision at its first meeting. 

The first meeting of tho All India National Planning Commission shall bo presided 
over by the President of the Indian National Congress. At that meeting the com¬ 
mission shall elect its own chairman, who if not already a member of the Commission, 
shall ex-officio become a member of that body. 

The Commission shall in its report formulate complete schemes including recom¬ 
mendations on the following points : 

(a) place or places where a particular industry shall bo established with due 
regard to all relevant circumstances, such as the supply of raw materials, natural 
and local advantages, facilities eta., t» method of organisation of industry, whether 
it should be under complete State control, or under private enterprise and in the 
Utter case, the modo of State aid, (c) method of financing the Industry and its 
management. 
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Each cooperating province aud slate shall make an initial financial contribution 
to tho Commission to moat all neoossary expenditure. 

As soon as the All India National Planning Commission comes info existence, the 
Planning Committee provided for in Resolution No. 3 will be absorbed in the com- 
mision and will place before the commission all the foots, materials reports oto. 
collected or drawn ttp by it. 

The personnel of the Planning Committeo shall bo announced by tho President 
of tho Indian National Congress. 

Byt, V. V. Girt, Minister of Industries, Madras will take tho necessary steps for 
bringing into oxistenco tho All India National Planning Commission and will also 
convene the first meeting of tho Commission. 

(5) This Conference is of opinion that it is of national imporfnnco that industrial 
and power alcohol should bo manufactured in India and tho necessary raw material, 
chiefly molassas. now available ia India in hugo quantities which is at present being 
wastod, should bo fully utilised. This conference has hoard with satisfaction that 
the governments of the Provinces of U. P„ Hihnr, Bombay nnd Madras, have schemes 
for the manufacture of power and industrial alcohol under their consideration. Tho 
Conference is of opinion that all tho provinces and States should fully conperato and 
assist in tho establishment and development of such on industry on an All-India 
scale, and to that end this Conference strongly recommends that necessary 
legislation be enacted throughout India to make illegal the sate of potrol unmixed 
with power alcohol for purposes of automobile fuel, 

(Cl This Conference resolves that all the provincial Governments and Indian 
States Rhould cooporato with and assist one another in mutters of marketing, indus¬ 
trial research, compilation and distribution of commercial uud industrial intelligence, 
expert ail vice and technical and vocational education. 

(7) This Conference favours tho automobile project placed bofnre it nnd recom¬ 
mends that tho Planning Committee should examine tho wholo scheme in all its details 
and make their recommendations to tho National Planning Commission, 

^ The Assam Ministerial Crisis 

A motion of no-confidence was duo to bo moved in the Assam Assembly on 
September 13, against tho Ministry of Sir Mohammad Nnndullafi, Tho Premier 
forestalled it by an announcement in the Assembly on the some day that ha had 
submitted the resignation of his Cabinet to the Governor as ho bad found that 
several supporters of tho Ministry had left his parly and joined the opposition. 
The Cabinet having resigned, Nhri Gopinath Bardoloi. tho loader of ttio Congress 
party in tho Assembly, was called for an interview with the Governor, The Congress 
Leader undertook to form a coalition ministry but wonted timo to consult the 
leaders of different parties and also the Congress President and tho Parliamentary 
Rub-Commitico. Shortly afterwards, tho Congress President nnd Alaulana Abut 
Kalam Azad proceeded to Bhitong to study tho situation at first band and advise. 
They held consultations with tho Congress Party and other groupB in tho Assam 
Assembly, As a result thereof the Loador of tho Congress Party was authorised 
to form a Coalition Cabinet The following statement was issued to tho press by 
the President and Maulana Abut Kalam Azad : 

“Aflor consultation with tho loaders of tho Assam Congress Parliamentary Party 
it was dooided to bovo a Cabinet of eight members, five Hindus and three Muslims. 

. It was further decided to select tho Hindu personnel immediately, hat to postpone 
the selection of tho Muslim personnel with a viow to giving those Muslim groups 
who havo not joined tho Congress coalition an opportunity of doing so by accepting 
the Congress policy and programrao, and Congress discipline. After considering the 
response from these Muslim groups, the Muslim personnel of tho Cabinet wilt 
Goaily bo selected.'’ 

‘‘Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi, leader of the Congress Party in the Assembly eallod oa 
tho Governor yesterday evening at 5-30 p.m. and submitted tho names of five 
members of tho Cabinet, namely. Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi (Premiers, Mr, Kamini 
Kumar Ben, Mr. Akshay Kumar Das, Mr. Rup Nath Brahma and Mr. Ram Nath Das. 
Wo hops and trust that the members of the Assam Legislature as well as tho general 
public of Assam wilt lend tho fullest support to tho new Cabinet, and that the 
members of the now Cabinet by their work and publio servico, justify their selection 
and thereby further tho Congress programme and enhance Congress prestige,” 
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Gandhi Jayanti 

Tbo 70th birthday of Mahatma Gandhi was celebrated with enthusiasm ail over 
the country, Flag salutations, prabhat pheris, salo and hawking of Khadi, purse 
collootioDS, public meetings to explain Gandhiji’s ideals formed, os usual, the principal 
features of tho celebrations. Not only Congressmen but peoplo of all shades of 
political opinion participated in these celebrations. 

Pandit Jawnharlal Nohru while speaking at a meeting in London to celebrate 
the occasion paid tribute to tho life and teaching of Gandhiji. “Mahatma Gandhi 1 ', said 
Pandit Nehru, “had left tho Congress but he was bigger than Congress and was a great 
force. His struggle for freedom was greater than of any organisation. Lately we 
Imre seen extraordinary triumpth of violence in Europe. Mahatma Gandhi had lived 
for tho exact opposite. In Europe wb had ssen the law of jungle prevail but in 
India Gandhiji had laid down something entirely different. Active resistance to evil 
had been his policy—if you like it, peaceful and non-violent resistance but resistance 
nevertheless." 


Uncertified Khadi 

Tho following note on Uncertified Khadi by Gandhiji appeared in a recent issue 
of tho ‘Harijan.’ 

Reports have come to mo showing that even responsible Congressmen use khadi 
that is sold iu uncertified bhandars. No khadi is guaranteed pare that is sold in 
uncertified stores of which unfortunately there is quite a number which has increased 
since the pbenornona! risu given by the A. I. S. A. in the wages of spinners. 

It is not often that workers got better wages without asking. And when that 
happens unscrupulous persons enough will be found who will exploit the poverty or 
ignorance of tho workers, pay them the old low wages, and sell their manufactures 
at prices lower than those charged uudar the raised rata of wages. Then again, cloth 
is sold under the name of khadi which has its wrap made of mill-spun yarn. Pure 
khadi is that khadi which is handwoven out of handspua yam and for which wages 
have boon paid according to tho A. I, S. A. scale. Such khadi can be had only at 
certified stores. 

Unfortunately Congressmen, out of ignorance, or because they do not believe in 
khadi, buy cheap cloth for mako-beliove at the uncertified stores and thus thwart 
the Congress policy about khadi and. to the extent of their purchase, defraud the 
spinners of the rise in tho wages. Let tho public realize that every rise in the price 
of khadi means at least that much more is paid to tbo spinner. I use ‘at least' 
advisedly. For tbo wbolo of the rise in wages is not oharged to tho buyers. 

Those Congress leaders who open khadi stores without reference to tho A. I. S. A. 
or without being asked by it, certainly harm their own institution, encourage fraud 
and violate the Congress policy ; whereas it should be the doty aod pride of every 
Congressman to help in every way the effort of the A, I. S. A. to better tho lot of 
the most helpless of humanity. 

Arrests, Imprisonments, Searches Etc- 

The following are some of the cases of arrests, convictions, internments, extern- 
meats, searches, gagging orders and the like oompiled from the daily press and the 
bulletins of the Civil Liberties Union. 

PUNJAB . 

Mr. Jpgraj, General Secretary, District Congress Committee, Lahore, was arrested 
on August 6 under Section 124-A for an alleged seditious speech delivered recently in 
Jallianwalls Bach in connection with tho Kisun Movement 

Lila Arjun Deo Kapur and five other Congressmen of Banga, Jullundar District 
have been asked to furnish securities of Rs, 600 each. 

Thirty-fivo peasants of a village near Unao, Punjab, who ara reported to havo held 
a demonstration against the landlords thereby endangering peace have been bound 
over under Section 107 Cr. P. 0. 

Amritsar Police havo arrested Pir Ghntam Jilani, a workor of the Itiehad-i-Millat 
under Section 107 Cr. P. C. 

District Magistrate, Lahore, convicted aod sentenced tho editor, priuter and publisher, 
and manager of the now defunot “eSiyasat” to pay a fine of Rs, 80 or in default to 
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undergo imprisonment for ono month under tho Indian Press (Emergency Powers) 
Act for alleged publication of an unauthorised news-shoot. 

Amritsar District Magistrate under the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act 
awarded three months" rigorous imprisonment caoh to three socialist workers ; Dr. 
Bbng Biogb, Ghuiam Jilani and Jagir Singh Juga for publishing no unauthorised news- 
sheet about tho practical programme of tho Patiala Piaja Mandal, 

Master Devrnj Shota, a teacher of a Multan School has bcoa arrested for deliver¬ 
ing an alleged seditions speech at Delhi. 

Dr. Gur Bux Singh Sant of Amritsar was awarded on August 17, six months" 
rigorous imprisoniDe*nt for an alleged seditious speech delivered at Harsachina on 
April 4 last, 

Tha Punjab Government have issed a fresh warning to Mr. N, 0. Rsnga, M. L. A. 
that ho should not make speeches at public meetings in Simla without obtaining tliu 
previous permission ol the Government as otherwise iio wuuld be liable to arrest 
under tho old order passed uuder tho Criminal Law Amendment Act, 

An externraoi.t order was served on Chaudhri Sherjiing under Scotian 3 of the 
Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Aot to quit tho Punjab by tiro Oral available train 
as his presence in tho Punjab wits against public interest aud not to oator into tho 
Provinco for a period of ooo year, 

Mr. Ratnn SiDgh who recoutly returned from Russia was arrested immediately after 
ho alighted at Ludhiana under tho Criminal Ijiw Amendment Aot. Iio has been 
detained in tho Lahoro Furr. 

Comrade Iqbal Singh was served on August 31 with a online under Section 3 of 
tho Punjab Criminal laiw Amendment Act directing him to quit tho Puujub and not 
to rr-enler for a period of ono year. 

Sunlnr Ishar Singh Majlinil, Secretary of tho Sikh National College, Lahoro was 
arrested on August 17 ut Lahore undur CIuuho 5 of tho Criminal Law Ameudmuut 
Aot. 

Baba Harnam Singh, a prominent Kisan lender has been interned in tho village for 
odd year, Uo is also prohibited from participating in mootings or processions. 

Sardar Kartar Singh Gill, General Secretary of tho Punjab Kisan Committee has 
been ordered by tho Punjab Government to leavo Amritsar within 84 hours and 
remain interned in his village, ilu is also asked not to make auy speeches or 
jmrlicijmto in any political activities. 

Babu So ban Singh Biinkna and Mr. Yog Raj two jirominent kisan leaders wore 
prosecuted on August 22 in Amritsar District Magistrates Court under Section 117, 
i. P. C. for alleged instigation to defy order under Bectinti 144. 

Special Magistrate, Amritsar convicted on August 13 Jathalar Attar Singh aud 
tfi members of his Jatha under Section 145, I. I’, 0. for alleged deliauee of 144 
orders and awarded a year’s rigorous imprisonment to the Jathadur and ouo mouth 
each to each of tho !0 members of tho Jalha, 

Tho Kamo court awarded a year’s rigorous imprisonment each to Sardar Jagat 
Singh and B. Banj Singh for tiiq samo otfonco. 

Securities of Us. 500 each deposited by the “Akali Pattika", o Punjabi daily and 
tho A kali Press wbero tho paper is published were forfeited. Tho securities wore 
demanded for publishing four articles relating to tho recent satyagralia in Amritsar. 

Two fresh securities of Rs. 3,0(.0 eaoh havo beun domuoded from "Akali Patrika" 
and tho Akali Press where tho paper ia published. 

An anti-Unionist demonstration at Ajmol 3 , Paiijab, was forcibly dispersed by 
tho Police by • cane charge resulting in injuries to oiovon persons. 

As a sequel to an or counter botwoon tho police and tho villagers in San dal, a 
village ia Bmlkot district tho poltco havo arrested tea persons including 8 Congress 
workers on a charge of voluntarily causing hurt to doter a publiu servant 


Amritsar police raided tho office of tho Kisan Committeo and removed the flag 
and cortam documents. b 

Koehno’irS r* y 0 U il ah t President of tho Majlhs-i-Ahrar, Qadian, was arrested under 
at a mcchn ■ f ' *' ln conncct ‘ r,n ,l > B said with a Bpcecb delivered by him 

ni^r;A«'«^ C f' u . d ' (, i D V omo ® Secretory oi 'ho Ittihad-i-Millat, was convicted by tho 

?Jfao t n nnd.^l°’t Lah0r ^ °. n J . u,!y 1 a,Kl orJorod t0 P“y a £■» of Rs. 75 or in 
1 io uoaorgo J months imprisonment for reoiliog a poem at a puWio mooting. 
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Sir jar Pafa Singh has been sentenced by tho District Magistrate, Amritsar to 
rigorous imprisonment (or a periol of one year under Section £24, L P. C. for an 
alivg*d volitions speech .at Hrrsa Chinns on 4th April last. 

iiardar Sohan eJingh of Amritsar, a Congress worker, was sentenced to a rear’s 
rigorous imprisonment (or delivering selitious speeches at fiarsa Chidoa and at Jonsi. 

Two years’ rigorous imprisonment was awarded to Gani Sbanker Singh, General 
Secretary of Shiromaai Akali Dal on « charge of sedition for two speeches delivered 
in September last. 

Sardir Kipor Singh was gireu sit months’ rigoroas imprisonment by the 
Dis'rict Magistrate, Amritsar, for two alleged seditions speeches in April last. 

The Ooty Rank Raid Case prisoners, Kboshiram Mehta, Prem Frakasb and 
Hazsri Singh detained in the General Jail, Lahore. Paojab as Madras prisoners, 
when they threatened hunger-strike were ordered to be released by the Madras 
Government last week. Immediately after they came out of tho Jail they were 
served with notices under tito Criminal Law Amendment Act, directing them to 
leave the Punjab by tho first available train. 

Mr, Devendra Nath MudJi, Secretary of the Kharagpur Town Congress Committee 
was served with a notice under S ectton ICS Cr. P. C. to show cause why he should 
not bo directed to execute a bond of Rs. C<!0 with two sareties of tho like amount 
each to be of good behaviour for a period of one year. Tho charge against 
him is that ho had disseminated seditions matter on May 3L last at Sakuahat 
and oq Juno 12 last at Kuirai. 

Mr. Mudli was served with another notice asking him not to hold meetings as 
Secretary of the Town Congress Committee within the jurisdiction of the Kharagpur 
Tirana without the previous permission of the Sub-divisional Officer, Kharagpur. 

lihai Dhian Singh, a political worker of Jaodiala, Punjab, oa bis release from 
the Lahore Centra! Jail after undergoing Penal servitude for about twenty years, 
has been interned in his village for a period of two years. 

Police male a lathi charge to disperse a procession of about 30 villagers found 
in the compound of tho District Court. Amritsar, to greet some of Ihe prisoners who 
were being brought from the Judicial lock-up for trial. 

DELHI.— 

Delhi police have arrested over thirty members of tho wotker's League and 
Railway Porter’s Union for demonstrations expressing sympathy for persons who 
were arrested and convicted on July 22 for observing general hartal. 

Delhi Government has demanded a security of Rs. 1009 from “Arad", the organ 
of the Local Muslim League for the publication of some alleged objectionable articles. 

Delhi Government have demanded under Section ? (1) of tho Indian Press (Emer¬ 

gency Powots} Act, 19J1, an advance security of Rs. 1000 from Mr. Ssduilah Khan, 
President of the Thelawalat Union, Delhi, when bo applied for permission to bring 
out a weekly paper called “Mazdoor Dunia", 

BENGAL 

Mr. Satyendra Nath JlajumJar, Elitor, “Amn ia Bazir Patrika" and S. C. Bhalta- 
ehaya. Printer and Publisher of tho same paper, were convicted on July 18 by the 
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, to six and three months’ rigorous imprisonment 
respectively on a charge of sedition for an article “Condition of Political Prisoners 
in the Midnaporo Central Jail” in their paper of March 2 last. 

Additional Chief Presidency Magistrate found Mr. B. N. Bhattacharya guilty of 
sedition in connection with a sjiucch delivered by him on Februaiy 13 last on the 
question of release of political prisoners and sentenced him to pay a fine of Rs. 200 
or in default to undergo three mouths' rigoroas imprisonment 

Mr. 0, N. Piucknott has been oxterned from Bengal for a period of 14 years with 
effect from August 13, 1938 under tho Ooonda Act 

Jonah Sheik and 24 othor members of All Bengal Krishak Samify of Calcutta 
were directed under Section 107 C. P. C. to furnish bools of Rs. 3J0 each with 
two sureties of the like amount to keep tho peace for one year. They are alleged 
to have gone into the village and made objectionable speeches. 

Kaniguoj Pottery Works strikers who came in procession to Calcutta lo meet Mr. 
Subhaa chan Ira Bose wero distressed by the police. Two of the strikers were 
arrested.; 

Messrs. Arjnn Dev Kapoor, Shiv Raj Kapoor and Visuu Duit have been prose¬ 
cuted for alleged causing hurt to a Jamadar of Banga Town Police to deter him 
from duty. 
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TRAVANCOTiE STATE 

Tlio Diwan issued a Criminal Law Amendment Regulation, modelled after 
iho Criminal Law Amendment Act passed in British India during the non-cooperation 
days. The Travnneoro Stato Congress and the AH Travancoro Youth tosgtio were 
declared unlawful associations, lheir offices wore closed and their property confiscated. 

An order prohibiting him from addressing mootings was served on Mr, N, C, 
Sekhar on August 10 by the District Magistrate, Trivandrum, tie was subsequently 
arrested and convicted for breaking the ordor. 

Mrs, Ksraaia Devi who was invited to preside at tho Youth League Conference 
was also served with a restraint ordor by tho Magistrate, When she disobeyed the 
ordor she was arrested and taken out of the Statu, 

Messrs. P, G, Shridhar, Shrikantan Nnir and N, Thanii Pillai, all officers of the 
Youth League wire arrosted on August 23 including Mr, K, Damodar who presided 
at the Conference. 

Messrs. Pattnra Tbantt Pillai, President of tho State Congress, T. M, Yarghwo, 
Vice-President, N. P. Nilkanta Pillai and K, T, Thomas, Joint Scorotarics and 0, 
Rama Chandran of tho All India Congress Committee wore nmfor arrest. 

The Stale Military baa reinforced the local police in many places. Thrico 
firing baa occurred, first at Noyyatinkarn on August 31, then at yuilon on 
September 2 and then at Kottaynnt on September 6. Seven died as a result of 
firing at Nayyatinkara and five at (juiton and one at Kottayam, Besides many 
were injured. 

The licence of tho * l Mn!aynlnm Mnnorama" has been cancelled and their 
press has been sealed. There was no previous notieo nor was any order 
served on any one, 

Mr. K. P. Nilfcanfa Pillai and Mr. G, V. Mathew who wero arrested for offering 
civil disobedience in yuilnn hnvo been sentenced each to 18 months' rigorous imprison¬ 
ment and a fine of its. 13UQ, in default three months’ further imprisonment. 

Tho residences of Mr, K. T. Thomas, Mr. K. P. Nilakanta Pillai, and Mr. 
Madtuiva Warrior wero searched on August 37. 

Printing of any nowpnpcrs, books, pamphlets etc. likely to have a tendeney 
directly or indirectly to excite disaffection or further tho objects of unlawful 
associations is also penalised. 

At (Juilon 0. It. N. Pillai and M. Q. Mathow and at Kottayam ifr. E. John 
Philiposo wero arrested, tried and sentenced to 13 months' imprisonment and 
R». 1GUO fine. 

At Atleppy Mr. P. K. Kimju Pillai were sentenced for similar offence to 
7 months and Rs. 350 fine each. 

Messrs, i’ottorn Thnnu Pillai and T. M. Varghcso wero sentenced to one 
year's simple Imprisonment and Its. 80J lino lor disobeying prohibitory ordors 
at Trivandrum. 


5tr. P. J. Sebastian, M L. A., was sentenced on August 32, to 13 months' 
imprisonment and a fine oi its. 1,GOO. 

An order 1ms been served on Mr. P. Balakrishnan TUflmpi, Deputy Lender 
of iho .State Congress Party in tho Assembly prohibiting him from speuking 

it public meetings for a period of 15 days. 

Messrs. V. K, Veinyudhnrt, Deputy Lender of tho Congress Party in tho 
Assembly and II. Sugathnn, General Secretary of tho Coir Factory Workers’ 

Union were sentenced to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment and to. 1,000 lino 

or in default 4 and a half months* more. 


Mr. \. K. Mathew, Mr. A. K. Pachuniliai, Advocate, and Mr, M, J. Joseph, 
* , k ol ' n y Bm r wer< ? B e nt ™ c ed to 12 months* imprisonment and Rs. D00 fine. 

Mr. K. M. IS. Piltaiii, Advocate nnd Sir. 8. Kumarnswamy wore sentenced on 
September 5, to 0 months Imprisonment and to. 600 fine. 

Messrs. 0. Koxavnn and K. H. Pillai, Working Com milieu members were arrested. 

At Quilon on September C, Mr, K, Kesavan, member, Travaneore Assembly 
■ D lodan. Been’tary, Ouilon Factory Workers’ Union wero arrested, 

mi - S 0 . 1 *? 7 ?? 1 ,?‘ r- , -X- dbon™". member, Blate Assembly nnd Mr. David Maba 

iiilai, vakil, Mr, OopaJa Pillai, tscerctary, Kottayam Youth League wore arrested. 
MYSORE STATE 


Permission, it is reported, was refused by tho Government to Mr. N. C. 
callrtl I '‘Bwar^ya " AdT0ClltC ° nd 8 P ,omiQent politic®! leader lor starling a weekly 



-oct. 1933 ] ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS 29? 

Simitar permission has been also refused !o Mr. G, R. Swntny for editing a 
Journal calloj “Matribbumi”. No reasons were given for refusing those permits. A 
Hill is tharo in tho Stato Assam bly to amend tho drastic Mysore Press Act. British 
Indian Press Act makes provision for demanding advance security but not for 
outright refusal 

Government of Mysore havo passed orders prohibiting entry into the State of 
“Prajasafcti” a Kannada weekly, published in Dubli, 

NILGIRI STATE:— 

A procession was taken out on August 10 in contravention of tho State’s regula¬ 
tions. Firo was opened and ono is reported to have been killed and a number 
injured. Air, Uanmati Das, Secretary of tho Praja Mandal has been arrested, over 
ninety havo been tried on charges of leading unlawful processions and havo boon 
sentenced mostly to six months’ imprisonment and very heavy linos. 

Tho Secretary of tho Praja Mandal, Mr. Banmali Das was arres’oi on August 3 
under Section 1$4A for sodition. 

Police on August 12 opened fire to disporso a procession and ouo was killed. 
ALWAR STATE:— 

Mr. Jainarayan Vyns, Oenoral Secretary of tho All India States’ Poopios’ Conference 
for an alleged breaking of tho provision St the Seditious Meetings Act of 1921 has 
been ordered to leave the AI war Stato. 

All the political prisonors in tho AUvar Jail aro reported to havo taken to hunger- 
striko as a protest against tho State’s refusal to allow them trial in open court, 
right to engage defence counsels of their own choice and being given bar-fetters. 

L. S. Tripatby Naray an aod Indra Singh Arad have been sentenced to two years’ 
and Rsdhaoharan and Natburam Modi to ono year's hard labour. 

KEOXJHAR STATE 

Mr. M. Pradhau and Mr. N. Halmpatra have been sentenced to sis months' 
imprisonment for ourolling mombers for tho Orissn States* Peoples' Conference under 
Section 107 Or. P. Code. Thruo more havo been arrested on tire same ehnrgo. 

VE SPALL A STATE:— 

Notices under Section 141 have been sorved on Mr. Paru Chandin Nail of Balusore 
aod Mr. Chaitanya Slisra of Despatla Statu ordering them not to enter tho State. 
They are accused of being instrumental in instigating subversive activities In tho 
State. 

KASHMIR STATE:— 

Tiio District Magistrate, Kashmir, has served a notice on “Hamdard”, a nationalist 
weekly asking them not to issue tbo special number of the paper which was to bo 
published in commemoration of tho Responsible Government Day which was to be 
celebrated throughout the State oo August 0. 

Raja Mohd. Akbar, Provincial President of tbo All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference who stood cha rged with sedition has been sentenced to three years’ 
rigorous imprisonment and a Coo a of Rs. 1(X). 

The Additional District Magistrate, issued an order under section IOS calling upon 
four prominent workers, Mr. Mohd. Syed and Mr. Ghulam Mohd. Sadicp mombers of 
tbo State Assembly and Mr. S. M. Abdulla, President of tho Muslim Conference and 
Sardar Budb Singh, to show causo why they should not bo bound down for one year 
to keep poaee. A few days before this tho District Magistrate of Srinagar had 
declared section 14-1 for a period of ono month banning all public meetings and 
processions. Defiance of the order started. Seven persons including Air. Abdulla 
wuro arrested. Spread of unrest has resulted ia 47 arrests in the city and 31 iu the 
districts. 

KALSIA STATE 

The District Magistrate, Kalsia State, has promulgated Section 144 in village Chirk, 
banning meetings and delivering of speeches within a radius of seven miles. Tho 
order is to remain m force for two months. This order is a sequel to the agitation 
carried on by Kirti Kisan Workers against the State. The posting of punitive police 
at Marwa Kburd in tbo Stale is reposted to be creating great unrest in the villages 
and the Peasants’ Committee havo asked for its immediate removal. A severe lathi 
charge on picketers on September 12 is reported. 

39 



( WiRnllA— 


203 TOE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 


NABS! A STATE 

Tho authorities became panicky when the Nabha Praja Mandal arranged for 
a Flag Hoisting Ceremony, According to tho President of the Praji Mandal, 
Pandit Anantaratn, President of the Phooi Congress Comraittcu, Mr. Nnriraio, 
General Secretary and Sardnr Gurbachon Singh, President, Nabha Congress 
Committeo along with twenty-two other congressmen were arrested in the Congress 
Office, Ludhiana, and taken to Nabha. The local Congress Office was searched and 
ail documents wore seized by tho police. A War Council to resist repression has 
been formed. 


UDAIPUR STATE : — 

Has issued a notification prohibiting tho formation of Societies, holding of 
meetings and taking out of processions without the previous permission of the 
authorities. Tho Polico are authorised to prostcuro guilty persons, disperse 
unauthorised meetings and prohibit the distribution and exhibition of sueb notices 
and pamphlets as are likely to lead to fooling against the Stato. 

HYDERABAD STATE 

Government on September G issued a Public Safoty Regulation which will bo 
enacted into an Act within six months. Under tha Regulation undesirable outsiders 
will bo very strictly supervised. Such persons already in the Stale will be liable 
to arrest without warrant, summary depo^uion with maximum penally of one 
year a rigorous imprisonment and n fine if such deportees return to tho iStnte. Tho 
Commissioner ol Police, Hyderabad, and First Tulukdar have been vested with 
special powers in this connection as well as for carrying out searches of houses 
and buildings for undcsirnbfo outsiders. Hotels and restaurants are required to 
maintain a careful register of all their lodgers on pain of 3 months' imprisonment. 

By a Oazetteo Extraordinary issued on September 7 tho Government have 
banned under the Public Safety Regulation, promulgated tha previous day, the 
formation ol tho Hyderabad State Congress, The Congress has been banned not 
for anything it has Baid or donu bnt because the Government are satisfied on their 
own enquiries that it wilt be “constituted on communal lines and animated by 
communal and subversive ends." No reason# uro given in support of their 
allegations. 

Tho Government have also prohibited from entry into tho Stato 21 newspapers 
of which eleven are from Bombay. 


The Working Committee Proceedings 

Wardha—iltb. December to 10tb. December 1938 

A mooting of the Working Committee was held at Wurdlin from lltli lo 10 th 
December, 19,18, Sliri Hubas Chandra Bose presided, 

Tho members present wore : Maulana Abui Kulain Azad, Kltreoranli Sur-iini Nnidu 
Shris .Jawaharlal Nnlirii. VaUabhbhai Patel, Jairnmdus lUulatram, Bliuluhliai Denas 
Pattabhi Httarnmninyyu, S.irat Chaudra Bose, Shankarrao Dee, liarefcnsbua 
Mahtab, J. II. Kripalaui. 


Resolved that 
sanctioned. 


(1) SuiTI.KMKSTAIiY UoiSlKT 
Iho following supplementary Budget 


for Iho year 


PJ33-39 bo 
Its, 


(i) Travelling Kxponses for tho member# of tha Parliamentary 

Sub-Committee 12 iO 

(ii| Expenses for Treasurer's Oillee ’gin 

(iii| Bannu Enquiry Expenses 457 

N;tt : t Messrs Banhchraj A Co. Ltd., of Bombay wore doing tho work of tho 
rroosurer # oPieo wlh Hie help of their stall fur which limy charged uolliing from 
llu, A I O. C. bends. They requested thatagra.it of It#. (XX) pur yuar may be 
made for tho expenses mourrud by them m this cotnsoutieo, 1 


(2) Okatcitv io Laik Bmu Abdul Waiibed’s Widow 


ftesolvrid that a monthly allowance of Rs. 20 bo 
Wahaed, Typist in tho A. I. 0. C. ollice for 
November, 1938. 


paid to the widow of Lite Sliri 
a period of live years from 
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TEXT OF RESOLUTIONS PASSED 

(S) Next Congress Session'—Date 

In aecoruanco with the request of the Reception Committee of tbo next Congress 
to ho hold at Trijiuri. (SJabakostioiJ followin',’ dates wero fixed for tho meeting of 
the Subjects Committee and tho Open Session. 

(i> Subjects Committee—7th, 8th. 9th Marsh 1939, 

(ii) Open Session—3lh 10th 11th March 1939. 

Tho following resolutions wero passed :— 

(4) Late Maulaxa Shaokat Au 

The Working Committee express thoir groat sorrow at tho sudden death of 
Maul ana Shaukat Alt and place on record their deep appreciation of his invaluable 
sacrifices aud service to tho causa of India's freedom. 

(5) Indian States 

The Working Committee welcome tho awakening of tho people of tho Indian 
States in many parts of the country aud consider this as a hopeful prelude to tho 
larger freedom comprising tho wholo of India, for which tho Congress has laboured. 
The Commilteo support tho demand for civil liberty and responsible government 
under the aegis of tho Rulers in tho States and express their solidarity with these 
movements for freedom and self-expression, While appreciating that some Rulers 
of tho States havo recognised this awakening as a healthy sign of growth and aro 
seeking to adjust themselves to it, in co-operation with their people, the Committeo 
regret (hat other Rulers have sought to suppress those movements by banning 
peaceful aud legitimate organisations and ail political activity and, in soma cases, 
resorting to cruel and inhuman repression. In particular the Committee deplore the 
attempt of some Rulers to seek tho aid of tho British Government in India to 
suppress their own people, and the Committeo assert tbo right of tho Congress to 
protect the people against an unwarranted use of military or polico forces, lent by 
the British authorities, for tho suppression of tho legitimate movement of the people 
for responsible government within tho States. 

The Committee desire to draw attention afresh to tho resolution of tho Haripura 
Congress which defines Congress poliuy in regard to the States. While it is the 
right and privilege of tho (jongres to work for tho attainment of civil liberty and 
responsible government in tho States, existing circumstances impose certain 
limitations of this work, and considerations of prudence prevent the Congress from 
interfering organisationally aud directly in the internal struggles of the States. This 
policy was conceived in the best interests of tbo people, to onable them to develop 
self-reliance aud strength. It was also intended as a measure of the good-will of 
the Congress towards the States and of its hope that the Rulers, of their own accord, 
would recognise the spirit of tho times and satisfy the just aspirations of their 
people. Experience has proved tho wisdom of this policy. But this was never 
conceived as au obligation. The Congress has always reserved the right, as it is its 
duty, to guide the people of She States and lend them its influence. With the great 
awakening that is taking place among the people of the States, there must be an 
increasing identification of the Congress with the States’ people. 

The policy laid down by the Uaripura Congress, which has been so abundantly 
justified .must continue to bo pursued. While, therefore, tho Working Committee 
welcome tho movements in ths States for tho attainment of responsible government 
they advise the people not belonging to tho States concerned against taking part in 
civil disobedience and the like. Participation by such people will bring no real 
strength to tho movomeot aud may even embarrass tho people of the States 
concerned and prevent them from developing a mass movement on which strength 
aud success depend. 

The Committeo trust that all movements in tho States will adhere strictly to the 
fundamental Congress policy of non-violence. 

(6) Congress MomEitsmr 

The Working Committee have received reports from various parts of the country 
to tho effect that some of tho membership registers contain names of fictitious 
persons or those who have not fulfilled the qualifications for membership. In certain 
instances, it is reported that groups of people havo been nominally made members, 
their subscriptions having been paid by someone else. The Committee are 
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strongly of opinion that such fictitious membership must ho ended, and ail names 
that aro found, allot duo enquiry, not to fulfil tho qualifications of membership must 
bo removed from the rolls, 

2. Tho Congress has prided itself in tho past not only on Us inspiring objective 
of freedom for India's millions but also on tho purity of its methods and it is by 
adhering to these methods that it his achieved snuooss in its high tasks and built 
up a reputation worthy of tho great cattso it served. While welcoming millions of 
onr people to its membership rolls and deriving vitality and strength from the 
sympathy of scores of millions of others, tho Congress has hold that its effective¬ 
ness as a fighting organisation lay in tho disciplined workers in its ranks and not 
morely in a inrgo iarffootual membership. 

3. Tho Working Committee therefore aro of opinion that immediate and effective 
stops must bo tnkoa to inspoot and roviso nil memhorship registers, with n view to 
raako thorn conform with reality and tho rules of the Congress, Tho Committee 
desire and request all Frovinoial Congress Committees to undertake this task at an 
early date and to complete it at tho latest by the 31st of March 11130 when u full 
report of the slops lakort should be presented to tho office of the A. I. C C. Iu 
the course of this inquiry, ns errors aro discovered in tho membership rolls, they 
should bo immediately rectified and the names of delirious or Hnnualilied per¬ 
sons removed. Tho inquiry should not interfere with tho course of the various 
elec I ions during tho nuxt three mouths, except in so far ns corrections are made 
from time to time in the membership rolls. Tho General Secretary of tho A. I. C. 
C, will givo every assistance to tho I’. C. Cs in this inquiry. 

4. Tho Working ConimUtca are further of opinion that certain rules of procedure 
and constitutional changes arc necessary in order to prevent tho enrolment of fictitious 
or unqualified members, to make Congress a stronger organisation of effective 
workers. These rules must onsuro that oxisling qualifications, like tho rule requiring 
habitual wearing of kliadi, are strictly adhered to, and farther qualifications aro laid 
down for all offiee-boarers and mombers of oloclivo committees in tho province. 
Such further qualifications should ho ns laid down in Clause 0 below, subject to tho 
period of continuous membership being varied having regard to tho nature and 
functions of tho commlltoo coacoruud, such as, district, taiuqa, lhaua or maudal 
committees. 

5. Every primary mombor will ho entitled to vote at any Congress election 
only if ho goes personally to the ofllec of his primary committee. gets his nume 
registered in n noparoto roll of voters, and obtains a voters card. Provided that in 
the case of women, people who are III, and those who may bo absent from their 
primary area, registration may bo effected by corresponduueo or through some other 
person. 

0. Tho Working Committoo recommends that Article V of tho Congress Consti¬ 
tution bo amended so that fbo following qnaiifioatiOiiH. in addition to tho habitual 
wearing of kitadi, he laid down for those seeking election as delegates to the 
Congress, 


tO Continuous membership of flio Congress for the three years previous to tho 
date for election ; provided that it shall be open to tho Provincial Kxeoutivo or other 
competent body to reduce this period for any particular candidate, more especially 
in individual cases for womon, political prisoners, minorities and baokward classes. 

fiii The candidate must have purformod a proscribed task for the Congress 
during the previous year, such task being either spinning personally by hand at 
h-ast 5 <0 yards of yarn or doing some other task prescribed previously by tha 
I foyinctal Executive. All candidates must have a certificate slating that thev have 
performed this task and fulfilled this qualification. 

7. Thu Working Committeo invito P. C. C. Cs, to make farther suggestions for 
llio amendment of the constitution or thu framing of rules in order to strengthen 
and purify the Congress organisation. 


(7) CoSUKESS AVI) COU'It/KAL OtKIitJISAIIO.NS 

^ ** la * ^ or ** 10 P' Jr l ,r, scs of Article V (r) tbo following organisations are 

declared as communal organisations h 

(!) Tlio Hindu Mahasabha, 

Tbo Muslim League, 

V ,«-> roiliJ - H: “N° porflon who is a member of any elected Congress 
Committee of a communal organisation, tbo object or programme of which Involves 
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political activities which aro in tho opinion of the Working Committee, anti-national 
and in conflict with those of the Congress. 

(8) Ratio 

Since tho fixation of the ratio at Is. Od. to the rupeo all trade interests in India 
and public bodies have protested that this measure was agnmst tho vital economic 
interests of India and insistently demanded its revision. Tho Government of India 
have hitherto resisted all theso attempts and lost issued a communique on tho 6th of 
.Ittno, 1938 declaring that it did not intend making any chango in tho ratio for tho 
time being ami in support of that declaration sought to rely merely on tho 

instability and uncertainty during tho period of readjustment which according to them 
was likely to causo greater loss to Indian interests than any corresponding gain from 
a change to a lower ratio. 

Since Juno last, the balance of trade has turned more and more against India, 
Tho Committee are of opinion that the rate of exchange of Is. 6d. to the rupee has 
hit hard tho agriculturists of this country by lowering the price of agricultural 

commodities mid has givon on undue aud unfair advantage to imports into this 

country. 

The Working Committee are satisfied that the rate of Is. Gd. cannot any longer 
he maintained on the balance of trade. During tho last seven years that rate has 

boon maintained by the largo exports of gold which have been very injurious to 
the country. Matters have now reached a stage when the rate can only be 
maintained by a policy of contraction of onrroney and orodit Rud by further depletion 
of tho gold and sterling resources of Indio and particularly of the paper currency 
reserve. Those sterling resources have already boon nsol tip to nn atarmiug extent 
and there is a danger to fsirthcr serious depletion taking place if efforts continue to 
be made by tho Government of India to maintain tho present ratio. The Working 
Committee look upon such prospect with tho utmost concern and anxiety. 

In view of this situation, tho Working Committee have came to the conclusion 
that the best interests of tho country demand that efforts to maintain tho present 
exchange level should henceforth cease and urge upon the Governor-General-in- 
Connci! the necessity of taking immediate steps to lower tho rate to Is. 4d. to the 
rupee. 

(01 Palestine 

Tho Working Committee ha\ e passed resolutions from timo to time dealing with 
tho changing situation in Palestine and sympathising with the strnggle of the Arabs 
to maintain their political and national integrity. Reports are continuously coming 
in from a variety of reliable sources of unamenable atroeitios committed by the British 
Army and Police un the plea ot maintaining taw and order in this mandated Territory. 
The courage, determination and sacrifices made bv the Arabs in this life and death 
struggle have evoked the admiration of the people of India who once more wish 
to convey to them their good wishes for complete success in the attainment of their 
objective. 

Tho Working Committee wish to express their condemnation of the ruthless 
policy now being pursued by British Imperialism in Palestine which must lead to 
grave consequences, and reiterato their opinion that tbo issue of the future 
government of Palestine should be left to be decided on the principle of self- 
determination. 

While sympathising with the plight of tho Jews in Europe and elsewhere, tho 
Committee deplore that in Palestine the Jews have relied ou British armed forces to 
advance their special claims and thus aligned themselves on the side of British 
Imperialism, The Committee trust that Arabs ami Jews will endeavour_ to find a 
basis for direct cooperation with a view to establishing a free democratic State in 
Palestine with adequate protection of Jewish rights. 

(10) ISDEPENDEXCE DiT 

Resolved that the anniversary of Independence Day, January 2Gih, bo celebrated 
all over the country and the form of pledge, as taken last year, bo repeated at public 
meetings. 

PLEDGE— 

‘We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian people, as of any other 
people, to have freedom and lo enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities 
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of life, so that they may have full opportunities of growth. We believe also that if 
any government deprives a people of thoso rights and oppresses thorn, tho people have 
a further right to alter St or to abolish it. Tho British Uovornment in India has not 
only deprived tho Indian people of thoir freedom hut has based itsolf on tho exploita¬ 
tion of tho masses, and has ruined India economically, politically, culturally and 
spiritually. Wo buliovo therefore that India must sovor the British connection and 
attain Puma Swaraj or Complete independence. 

“Wo recognise that the most effective way of gaining oar freedom is not through 
violence, ludia bos gained strength and solf-rylianeo and marched a long way to 
Swaraj following peaceful and legitimate methods, and it is by adhering to theso 
methods that our country will attain independence, 

“Wo pledge ourselves atiow to the Independence of India and solemnly resolve 
to carry on oou-violontly tho struggle for freedom till Puma tjwarnj is attained.” 

(tlj Representations op Muslim nt Congress Committees 

Tho Working Committco issnod tho following instructions to Iho Provincial 
Congress Committees with regard to tho representation of Muslims in Congress. 

Tho Working Committee having learnt that in some local committees Muslims 
are not snlReionlly represented advises all committees to arrange for their adequate 
representation. This representation should ho, if necessary, provided for in tho 
constitution but meanwhile conventions should bo established to give effect to it, 

(12) Crashes is Provincial Constitutions 
Vidarbha and Sindh — 

Tho Committee sanctioned tho changes made by Iho P. 0. Cs of Vidarbba and 
Sindh in tladi respective constitutions. 

u. r. 

Tho following resolution was passed : “Tho Working Committee approves of tho 
amendmetils sent by U. P. P. C. C, in its Constilution, excepting the portion 
relating to qualilkations and disqualifications of Congress delegates which require 
changes in tho Constitution of the Congress before they cau bo given effect to.” 

Nappur — 

the Committee approved of the nmondmentg in tho Constitution of tho Nagpur 
P. C. O except tho clanso which authorises tho President of the {’, C. C. to nominate 
Ihreo tnerabors to the I*. C. C, Tho Cornmiltoo was of tho opinion that nomination to 
Committee was against tho spirit of tho Congress Constitution, 

Burma — 

In view of tho special position assigned to Burma in tho Congress organization 
tho Constilution submitted bv tho Burma P, C. C. framed on tho old lines when 
Burma was a province of India was pot Rimetionml by the Committee. The 
Committee were of Iho opinion that a special Constitution be made for soparnto 
Burma in conhoiiiinco with tho peculiar position that it occupies in tho Congress 
organization. In the meantime tho Commit too assigned to Burma 20 delegates and 
3 members of the A. I. C. O. to bo olectuii -according to Iho rules of the Constitution 
submitted by the Burma P. C. C. 

(13) Congress and Muslim League 

Tho Committee considered Mr. .linnah’s letter dated 9th Oct, 1938 from Karachi. 
It is the opinion of tho Oirmnittuo that ia view of tho position taken up by tho 
council of the Muslim League no usofui purpose will bo served by prolonging tho 
correspondence with tho J-eaguo, The I’rcsjdont was authorised to write Id Mr. 
.Iinnah closing tho correspondence. 1'ho following letter was written by the 
President to Mr. Jinnah : 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Working Committee have considered your letter of October 10, 1938 and 
regret tho decision contained therein. Hinco tho Committee do not Hod it possible 
to agree wjib tho Council of the Muslim League as to tho basis of tho negotiation 
and since the Council insist that an agreement ns to tho bask is a sine ana non of 
any negotiation* between Hie Congress and tlio League* the World eg Committoo re¬ 
gret that they are not in a poftiiiou to do anything furthor in th8 diroofica of starting 
negotiations with the League with a view io arming at a settlement of the Hindt*- 
Mublim question. 
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I go sorry for the dolay in replying to your lottar bat I did not want to say 
anything till Ilia Working Committee mot and considered tho matter. 

Since tho previous correspondence has boon published already, I am taking the 
liberty of issuing this to tho press, 

(14) Fund Created from Excess Allowance in Non-Conoress Provinces 
It was decided that 25 per coot of tho fund created from exeess allowances of 
Congress members of the Legislatures in non-Coogress provinces, be spent at the 
discretion of tho President of the P. O, C. and tho Loader of tho Congress party 
in tho Legislature, for goneral Congress work in tho province, 

(15) SfU PiTTAUm FOR CEYLON 

There was a dosiro expressed by tho Coyloncso Indiaes that soma members of tho 
Working Committee should visit Ceylon for tho purpose of studying tbo condition of 
Indians there and establishing contacts. Tho committee requested Sri Pattabhai to 
visit Ceylon to study tho situation thoro and establish tho necessary contacts. 

The President’s Tour 

Tho Congress President's tour in the Punjab lasting from the 25th Nov, to 2nd 
Dec. evoked great popular enthusiasm. Tho President had a most strenuous pro¬ 
gramme to carry through, during the brief period. This was followed by a visit to 
Siud where ho stayed for threo days. 

He was in Lucknow from tho 19th to 23rd Nov. prior to his Punjab tour is 
response to an invitation to open tho Khadi and Industrial Exhibition. 

People assembled in their thousands to listen to the Congress President as he 
sped from place to pluco. All classes of people, peasants, labourers, students, in¬ 
tellectuals, industrialists and others joined in welcoming tho President and thereby 
testifying to tho extensive hold of the Congress on tho country. 

The burden of tho President’s speeches throughout his tour was the need for 
discipline and unity, the neod for a well-knit and organised party both for winning 
India's froedotn and retaining it when it is won, and use the freedom woo for patting 
through a comprehensive socio-ccocomio programme for raising the moral and 
material level of the country. 

Congress Ministry in Assam 

On December 8, a uo-Coufldenco motion was moved in Assam Assembly by Mr. 
Muqhul Hussain Choudhury against the Congress Coalition Ministry. It was nega¬ 
tived by tho Assombly by 54 votes to 50, one member remaining neutral. 

Tho no-Confidence motion was thn occasion of a full dress debate on the policy 
nud programme of tho Oardoloi Ministry which lial assumed responsibilities of 
oflieo barely two months ago. The oppositionists voiced their strong criticism of 
the policy so far pursued by tho Ministry, Tho Leader of the European Group 
expressed doubts aud apprehensions 'which were agitating the European 
Community in Assam in respect of the hostile attitude of the Congress party against 
their interests. Shri (jopinath Bnrdoloi answered these doubts nud criticisms and 
expounded the policy of tbo Congress Party, ile exptessed his readinoss to face 
general election if the Assembly so desired. 

The Planning Committee 

Tho Industries Ministers’ Conference hold at Delhi in October last passed a reso¬ 
lution appointing a Planning Committee (the personnel of which was to bo announced 
later by the Congress Presidout) with a view to undertaking preliminary work in 
connection with a comprohensivo Industrial plan for the whole of India. The 
following is tho personuel of tho Committee as aunouuood by the Congress President: 

Chairman —(1) Sri Jawaharlal Nehru. Members— i2) Sit M. Visvesvarayya, (3) Prof. 
Unghnad Saha, (4) Sri Purshottamdas Tbakurdas, (5) Dr, V. S. Duboy, (0) Sri A. K. 
Shaba, (7) Sri Ambalal Sarabhai, (8) Dr. Nazir Ahamad, (lb Sri A. D. Shroff, (IU) 
Prof. K. T. Shah, (11) Prof. J. C. Ghosh. 12. Sri Kumarappa, Secretary, A.I.V.I.A. 
was co-opted as a member of tho Planning Committee by Sri Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
Chairman of the Committee. 
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Tbo first mooting of tho Committee was held nt Bombay on Due, 18, It waa 
inaugurated by the Congress President and presided over by Sri Jawaharlal Nehru. 

In inaugurating tho conference and requesting Sri Jawnharlnl Neiiru to accept 
tho responsibility of presiding over tlio deliberations of tho Committee, Shrt Sublias 
Chandra lloso mndo a survey of the special problems irhich the Committee had to 
face and removed certain misconceptions about tho place of coitago industries in tho 
national planning schema, 

Pandit Jawaharlal who made a short speech pointed out that any kind of national 
planning which was divorced from tho rushing torrents of tho national movemeut 
would loso touch with living realities. 

At tho conclusion of tho National Planning Committee tho following official com- 
monimio was issued ; 

“The Planning Committeo appointed two Sub-committees to report by to-morrow 
on tho budget, tho oflico and secretariat of tho Committeo ; tho other Sub-eoromitteo 
was to draw up tho questionnaire which was to bo issued to the various Provincial 
Governments, States and other pnblio institutions oonoornod This questionnaire will 
be considered by tho full committeo on Tuesday nest. Tha committee decided to 
authorise tho Chairman to co-opt representatives of tho AlMndia Village Industries 
Association and organised labour". 

Tho National Planning Committeo sat for four more days. Besides discussing 
the lines on which tho work of tho Committeo should bo conducted it prepared an 
elaborate questionnaire to bo addressed to various Provincial Governments, Indian 
States and Industrial organisations. Tho Committee also passed the following 
resolution : 

“The Planning Committeo is of opinion that tho various Provincial Governments 
sliouid create provincial and where necessary, intor-provincia! river commissions for 
tbo regulation, development and control of various rivors and water-ways for tho 
purpose of providing tbo following : 

Water for agriculture and Industries, 

Hydro-electric power, 

Cheap transport. 

Prevention of erosion, sitting and Hoods, and 

Safe-guarding tho health of tho people, 

Tho Committeo was further of the opinion that tho Planning Commission should 
also consider and deal with problems of tho shilling of river bods. 

The Indian States 

The last fesv months have witnessed tbo growth am! spread of the movement for 
responsible government In Indian States, Tbo eoutrnst betwcou the unrest of today 
and tho inertia of yesterday is striking. Many onuses account for this rapid and 
widespread change not thu least being tho iiaripura Resolution on Indian States, 
This resolution, though seemingly unfriendly, has provod a Godsend. It male a 
direct appeal to tin) self-respect and self-rohaneo of tbo people of tho States with 
results that we all witness to (lay. A fow outstanding examples of this great 
awakening are given hero. 

KASHMIR :— 

A land deservedly famous for its natural wealth and beauty is politically ouo of 
tho most backward and materially ono of tho poorest of tho Indian States. An 
illiterate, half-starved peasantry forms a considerable section of tho population 
Until recently they RnIToie 1 patiently tho bunions that a top-heavy administration 
placed open thorn. But for some rime now there has boon a stir and awakening 
among them. A movement is afoot for tbo domocralisation of tho administration and 
the establishment of representative institutions, 

Tho movement was at first led and conducted exclusively by tho members of ono 
community, namely Muslims, constituting as they do tho bulk of tho population ; but 
now tho baso of the movement has been broadened and tlndus and Muslims aro 
working together lor tlm common eaiitio, There is repression of this movement and 
as IS the »-ay (,r rspress'on It grows by what it feeds on. Arrests, lines, searches 
and la ht charges are regular lent ores of this repression. Tho policy of arrests has 
its limitations. Tho jails own if they ara omptied of non-politicais havo but limited 
accommodation, i hem Is therefore increasing resort to tho policy of lines and such 
other forms of repression. It is not uncommon for tho sings of youngmon to be 
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visited on their fathers, uncles and other relations and in tha absence of these 

on thoir neighbours. 

It will be nows to many that savors! parts of Kashmir aro in a state of martial 
law since 1931. A Notification was promulgated in 1931 to meet an emergency. It 
was withdrawn when the emergency ceased. But it was again promulgated on Juno 
1, 13.J3 to meet another emergency which is still supposed to continue. Obviously the 
word emergency has roforonco to the popular upheaval to the States threatening 
Misting privileges. To have an idea of this repressive and drastic notification some 
of its provisions may bo quoted hero. 

Section .? of the Notification : (1) A competent authority {all military State 

officers. District Magistrates of Jammu and Kashmir and ail police officers of and 

above the rank of sub-inspectors) may arrest without warrant any person against 
whom a reasonable suspicion exists that ho has promoted or assisted to promote or 
intends to promote disaffection against the authority of Government or that ho 
has acted or intends to act in a manner prejudicial to the restoration or maintenance 
of law and order. 

(2) In making such arrests a competent authority may use any means that 
may bo necessary. 

(3) A competent authority ranking such arrests shall forthwith commit any 
person so arrested to jail in Britiagar. Provided that no person shall be detained in 
custody under this section for a pariol exceeding ono month. 

Section 4 : Power to control turbulent persons : (t) A competent authority if 
satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for believing that any person has promoted 
or assisted to promote or intends to promote or intends to assist any disaffected 
person, or has otherwise acted or intends to act in a manner prejudicial to tho 
restoration or maintenance of law and order, may by order in writing, direct 
that such person 

faj Shall not enter resido or remain in any area specified in the order. 

(b) Shall reside or remain in any area specified in tho order. 

(c) Shalt remove himself from and shall not retard to any area specified in the 
order or 

(d) Shall conduct himself in such manner, abstain from such acts or tako such 
order with property in his possession or under his control a3 may bo specified in the 
order. 

(2) An order made under Sub-section 1 shall not remain in force for more than 
one month from the making thereof. 

(3) An order made under sub-section shat! bo served on the person to whom it 
relates in the manner provided in tho eodo for service of summons. 

Section 7 of the Notification : 1, Power to take possession of immovable property. 
Where in tlio opinion of a competent authority such action is expedient in tho 
furtherance of any operation being carried out by any military forces or tho police, 
for the restoration or tho maintenance of the law and order or the protection of 
property, such competent authority may after recording an order in writing and stating 
his reasons i— 

faj Take possession of any land ami construct military worts including roads 
thereon, remove any troes, bodges and crops thereform. 

fb( Take possession of any lond or building together with any property thereon 
whether movable or immovable including works for the SQpply of electrioity or water 
and any source of water supply. 

(c) Tako such steps as may bo expedient for placing any lands, buildings or struc¬ 
tures in a slate of defence. 

(dj Cause any buildings, structures, frees, hedges, crops or other property of any 
kind to bo destroyod or removed and 

(e) Do any other act involving interferonco with the private rights in property. 

2. If, in tho opinion of a competent authority any land or building can be utilised 
as quarters or offices for public servants or for the accommodation of troops, police 
or prisoners the competent authority may, by order in writing, require the occupier or 
other person in charge of the land or building to piaco it at the disposal of the 
Government at such times as may bo specified in the order together with the whole 
or other things in such manner as it may consider expedient. 

Section let Potcer to control telegraphs. A competent authority may control tho 
operation of any slate telegraph or telephone office or station in any part of the area 

30 
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for which ho Is appointed and In parlionlar may Intercept any telegraphic or telephonic 
message, in the course of transmission, may ascertain its coatonts and may prohibit 
its further transmission. 

Potter to enforce orders. If any person disobeys or oegleots to comply with an 
ordur made, direction given or condition prescribed in accordance with the provisions 
of this notification or of the rules mado thereunder the authority which made the 
order gave the direction or prescribed the condition may take or oauso to bo taken 
such action as it thinks necessary to give ofluct thereto. 

Penalty for disobeying order under Section -/ or Section 9. Whoever disobeys or 
neglects to comply with any order made or direction given In accordance with tho 
provisions of Section 4 or Section 9 shall bo punishable with imprisonment which 
may oxtond to throo yenrs or with Hogging not exceeding 30 stripes or fine extending 
to Its. 1,000. 


Orissa Stair s :— 

Tho repression that is going on in Dhunkanal, Talohar and somo other States of 
Orissa is of tho most savage mid ferocious description. It is incrodiblo the way tho 
machinery of repression is being worked in those small .States and equally iitcredihlo 
also tho way tho people, the half-starved, illiterate and superstitious pens ants aro 
standing up to this repression. Prnja Mandats aro formed in thuso States winch have 
for thotr objectives tho removal of tho burdens that aro crushing tho pnasaittry and 
other classes, and tho establishment of responsible government. Tlicso objectives aro a 
manifest threat to the oslatlishud privileges of tho ruling class. Tho lattor nru tliore- 
foro unable to sou tho s'gns of tho tiroes or tho essential rightness and justice of tho 
peoples’ struggle. Tho voluntary suffering of tho innooout may ultimately help tho 
rulers to boo this. But for tho present tho ambit of repression Is growing wider mid 
there is no knowing when It will cud. News of arrests, heating, iorturo of ovury 
description, destruction of property, conliscatioii of crop, lath) and elephant charges, 
bring and tho tiko reach us In nu unending stream. The armed police surround tho 
villages and let loose a roign of terror. Nothing is safe— men, women, cliiidicn, 
property, honour, decency, and every tiling that humans value. All this goes on Imt 
tho prinooR and the paramount power go thuir ncoustomed way. British troops are 
soul to bring sense to tho awakened people. Thu terror stricken peasantry is emigrat¬ 
ing to British Indian torritorics. 


Hyderabad s— 

Hyderabad is about tho wealthiest and most powerful among tho Indian States, but 
it is terriblv backward in tho mutter of clvii libortieB nnj elementary popular rights. 
Unlike Kashmir, Hindus form the bulk of tho population and it is ilioreforo natural 
that any movement that may bo initiated for scouring civil liberties mid tho establish¬ 
ment of representative institutions in tho State, should have among its Hupporlers, fur 
moro Hindus than Muslims. Tho Hyderabad Htatu UougroHS which Is in tho mala 
conducting the Htrugglo is absolutely noo-Oommuria! In jts conception and the way 
tho sttugglo is being conducted loads no colour to tho olmrgo brought a-Miinsl it by 
tho authorities, that it is a communal organisation. Yol tho authorities week to ’mip- 
pross its activities on tho pluo of cummunnlism. It would appear that tho Hyderabad 
administration like Kashmir is so thoroughly nationalist lu outlook that it Would nut 
tolcrato comraunalihta lu any sliano or form I However this protext of eorarouualism 
unuor which tho State Congress Is sought to be suppressed deceives no body, 

Tho Hyderabad Administration Imposed a ban on tho formation of Congress on 
Bcp. 7. This was resisted by o formal campaign of civil disobodieneo In which ‘many 
lead urn and workers woro arrested. To fuithor moot tho situation a l’ubiio Safety 
Regulation was promulgated. Undor it many have been interned aud many uxtorriod 
rweuty-ono uuwspapors have been prohibited entry into tho State. A Book “What I 
»aw m Uydyrabaa Iiaa b«en prose rJbuii,. 

The agitation is drawing within Its ambit nit clasnos of people, intellectuals and 
muhsea alike* Moro ana moro |>oopio aro oifuriog tliomsolves for arrest 

H may bo noted in passing that Uio Hyderabad Residency Order Extraordinary 

N a°^ (r “ “"Vi 1b , rln ‘ ;in, < iato opjraticm tho Indian Status 
1 ro t action Act 11 of 1JJ4 in tho British Administorod areas of Hyderabad 

0 ? 11 ‘ d ; :ral ' a ' J Btato thoro aro olhur organisations aiHo which carry on 
“ i 9 rh lho . Htat « ,or domooratisiug tho administration and securing elementary civil 
hbcrties iho simultaneous launching of ngilntiou by tho Btato Congress uud othor 
organisations which arc mainly communal iu their Inspiration aud outlook oruato u delicate 
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situation for tho Congress. Under (ho advice of Gandhi)! and other Coneress 
loaders the Slate Congress ha^t suspended their satyagrab in order to raako their 
position absolutely clear aod also to give an opportunity to tho Government of tho 
Nizam to review Uio situation. 

‘ Tho decisive cause" says tho Working Committee of the Hyderabad States 
Congress in tho course of a press statement “for the suspension of Satyagraha has 
been toe advieo given by M.abatcnaji, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and other Congress 
leaders, that io order to make our position absolutely clear, it was essentia! that we 
should suspend civil disobedtoaee. They say that suspension would giro the Govern¬ 
ment of tho Nizsra an opportunity to review the situation. Wo could not disregard 
the advice of the leaders whoso sympathy and support are always a valuable asset 
in the conduct of the struggle for Swaraj within the State. 

“Wo suspend civil disobedience in tho hope that it will not need to bo revived. 
Rat whether it will have to be revived and if so when will depend wholly upon tho 
State ao»hoiities. It is not without a wrench that we are suspending the struggle 
when raoro than 400 of our comrades are undergoing imprisonments varying from 2 
months to three and half years. 

“Wo hope that the Government of tho Nizam will recognise the wholly peaceful 
and loyal motive underlying the suspension. Wo hope that they will release tho 
civil disobedience prisoners and lift the ban of the States Congress and its activities 
and pave the way to tho inauguration of a scheme of responsible government consis¬ 
tently with reasonable safeguards for tho rights of tho minorities. 

“No one should ruu away with tho idea that suspension of civil disobedience is 
suspension of the movement for responsible government," 

Fnjkot 

The straggle in Rajkot, an important Slato in Gujrat, is assuming an cpio 
chiraetor. The struggle has attracted widespread attention throughout tba whole of 
British as well as Indian India. It is, as elsewhere, a straggle butween irresponsible 
autocracy buttressed by British authority on tho one band and tho forces of 
progress an I popular awakening on tho other. Its outcome bids fair to havo a 
decisive influence on tho course of events not merely in Rajkot but in all other 
States, Tho struggle has a pronounced economic aspect. The State holds 

monopolies for many articles of daily use such as matebos, grain etc. which press 
heavily on tho poor people. 

Lathi charges, arrests, banning of meetings and processions aro tho usual 
weapons used for suppressing tho popular movement. Half a dozen British 
Indian, Gujrati Journals havo boon banned entry into tho State. Batches of 
volunteers sent from Bombay wore arrested immediately on their arrival io the 

State. Sim Balvantrai Mehta, tho General Secretary of tho All India States 

Peoples Conference, is among those arrested. Miss Maoibon Patel, daughter of 
Barter Valiabhbhai Patel, who participated in the struggle, to help her sisters 
in Rajkot has h-en arrested, Mridula Sarabhat who through her mother belongs to 
Rajkot took tri Uaaibon Patel’s place io tho struggle. She too was clapped in jail. 

As though to prove tho crowing strength of the popular movement tho State 
aJrmuistration have now issued a comtnuniijuo declaring the Rajkot Praja Panshad 
unlawful. With tho issuing of this notification tho struggle has entered upon a 
mere intensive and a more oritkal phase. 

Within a few days of tho promulgation of this notification came a call from 

the Thakoro Sihib of Rajkot to Sri Yallabiibliai Patel in Bombay for an 
interview. On Dec. 20th was announced an agreement between Sardar Patel and 
the Thakur Sahib which brought te a successful end the bravo struggle of tho 
people of Rajkot. It was a triumph not only for them but for the .people of 
the States in general. Once again tho non-violent method of struggle for tho 
redress of political wrongs stands vindicated. Tho agreement arrived at after a 
prolonged discussion of eight hours between tho Thakoro Sahib and Sri 
Valiabhbhai is as follows : — 

After having observed tho growth of popular feeling and the regrettable 
sufferings of our people during the last few months for the redress of what they 
have considered to be their grievances and after having discussed the whole 
situation with tho Council and Valiabhbhai Patel wo are convinced that the 
present straggle and sufferings should end immediately. 
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Wo have deoidod to appoint a committee of ton gentlemen who should bo 
subjects or servants of our State, three ol whom will bo State OIKoors and sovon 
subjects of our Stales, whose names will ha declared hereafter. 

The President of the Committee will bo a person appointed by Ills flightless. 

This Committee shall draw up, by tha ond of January, aftor proper Investigations 
o report to us recommending a schema of reforms so as to give tho widest 

possible powers to our people consistently with our obligations to tho i’oramouut 
Power and with our prerogative as a Ruling Chief. 

It is our desiro that our Privy Purse shall honceforth bo regulated in tho manner 
laid down in tho circular of Chamber of Princes. 

We desire furthermore to assure our people that wo have intended to consider 
and give ofTect to the scheme that may bo referred to us by the said Committoo. 

It being understood that all unconstitutional agitation shall immediately ccaso 
os a necessary preludo to restore peace mid goodwill, wo hereby grant full 
amnesty and releaso all political prisoners, remit alt lines and withdraw all 

repressive measures, 

Tho papers reported that Sri P. Cadet. tho Powan who was responsible for 
much of tho repression at Rajkot was asked by tho Tirakur Sahib to relinquish his 
chargo of Dewanship. Ho is reported to have insisted on continuing iipto tho 
end of March, 1D3D. tho period for whioh iris contract with tho State lasts. Ho is 
also reported to have made representation in this behalf to tho Viooroy. Tha 
latest press reports however announce tiiat he is leaving tho Stato on tho 4th 
January, 1039. 

THE ME IVA R STATE ( UDAIPUR ) 

la ono of tho premier States in Rajputana. Wrapped up la madiova! slumber it 

too Is showing signs of awakening. More than 100 persons huvo been arrested 

for being political suspects or members of tho Muwur l’raj-i Mnodal declared unlawful 
by tho State Administration. Nathodwara, a place of pilgrimage in llto Mowar Slate, 
was the soano of a crnol lathi ohnrge on an lanoocut assembly of n few huudrud 
people who had gathered together to register a protest against the repressive 
policy of tho Stato. 

Wo hnvo nows of arrests, oxtornmonts, bans, soarehos and tho liko from a number 
ol other Hiatus also. Trnvnocore is far from quiet. Barodn, Indore, Cochin, Patiala 
oio. aro all having thoir share of popular awakening ami its inevitable ouocomitant 
ropiession by the State authorities. 


Arrests and Searches Etc. 

Tho following are some of tho cases of arrests, convictions, intoromontB, oxtorn- 
monis, searehos, gagging orders and tho liko compile! from tho daily press and tha 
bulletins of tbo Civil Liberties Union, 

PUNJAB :— 

Mr. Krishna, a Congress worker of Aloliar, was arrested under Section 124 A for 
making alleged seditious speech at Dhnbwali. 

Uiagar Singh iihora, Vico President of Rajkot Congress Committee was soulonced 
to oaa year's rigorous imprisonment under Section 124 A for an alleged seditious 
speech delivered during tho Rajkot Municipal elections. 

Khan Abdul Glmffar Khan Anibalvi was sentenced t<^ six months’ imprisonment for 
0 speech delivered during tho last Municipal elections. 

An order was served on Mr. (Jliamau Lai Azmi, a prominent Socialist, under 
Section 3 of tho Punjab Criminal I-aw Amendment Act, 1905 directing him to 
reside within tbo revenue limits of liatala nud not to tuko part ia any political 
activities, 1 

Thirty-two Congressmen of village Shankar hnvo boon nrioslud undor Section 107 
Cr. P. O. on orders issued by the District Magistrate, Ludhiana 

Clmudhari Hhor Jang has boon oxterned. An order under Sections 108 Cr P C 
» !"]^ w ; rVu f l 1 00 Ur v B1, “8 Wingh asking him to show cause whv Boourity of 
its. 0 ,iwj should not bo demanded from him. It ia in connection with a seditious 
speech at iiiiithia. 


Thakur Vcniyam Singh, a Congress worker of Una has boon arrested. 
RimdI 0 Kbri C r mt w ® ri, i r8 ° f M°Ka Tahsii including Sardar Uauiian Biogh, Sliri Koiiar 
r , 1 i¥ i° *,?! n|! ''^ aCll,ll ‘" femgh, Hardar Hurdit Bingh, Bindhu, Thakar 
Oovind bingh, and Ocoeral Secretary of the Kisaa Committee, Mega have been 
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served with ordoro under Section 3 of tho Panjab Criminal Lsw Amendment Act 
interning them in Ihoir village and prohibiting thorn from taking any start in 
political activities. 

Ilhai Nairn Singh who had recently returned from Argentina wrs arrested and 
detained at Lahoro fort. 

•Sardar Isimr Singh Majhail, Hon. Secretary of tho Sikh National College, Lahore 
is being prosecuted under Section 5 of tho Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act 
for alleged disobodionoo of tho internment order. 

Restrictions have been placed on tho movements of Batakeshwar Butt who was 
released from Patna jail oo Soplomhor 9. His entry ioto Bengal, Delhi and the 
Punjab has been banned by tho respective Governments. 

bandar Guroharan Singh, Editor, “Kirti Lehar”, Meerut, and Jogindor Singh 
Shant wore sentenced to six months' and ono -year's rigorous imprisonment each for 
inciting Kisan Jathas to defy restraint orders under Section lid. 

Sardars Gurdit Singh Kninwal, Bahu Desar Singh, Mossa Singh and Sundar 
Singh woro also sontenood by tho samo court to six months 1 rigorous imprisonment 
each for a similar offence of alleged inciting speeches. 

Mr. Tog Raj, Goneral Secretary, District Kisan Committee, Lahore, was sentenced 
to ottii year’s rigorous imprisonment uador Section 177 for tooiting a Jatha to 
defy Section 1-14. 

Sardar Flardan Singh who roturnod from tho Uuited States of America a year 
ago has boon, it is reported, interned in his village Bandata. 

Twenty-two socialists including some prominout meu aro botog prosecuted oo 
charges of rioting at a public meeting hold last September to protest against tho 
aufi-Recruitment Bill. 

Sardar Kartnr Singh, Secretary, District Kisan ComroittoCj Lahore was arrested oo 
Si-piombor 22 while addressing a Kisan Political Conference in a nearby village. 

Sardar Jaiwaut Singh, Kisan Lender has boon served with a notice under tho 
Punjab Criminal Law Amondmont Aot mtorniug him in tho revenue limits 
of his village. 

Ifundan Singh, a peasant worker of a village near Lahore has been arrested for 
alleged apprehension of tho broach of tho poaco. 

Sardar Jogondar Singh and Sardar Hazara Singh, both kisan leaders have been 
sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisontnont nndor Section 117 I. P. C. for 
inciting tho kisan marchers to defy tho orders under Section 144. 

Early September 1 .shore Polices’ raided tho house of Chaudhury Rahmat Ullah, 
President of tho District Kisan Committee. 

Tho Police on September 18 searched tho house of Mr. Kali Cbaraa Sarma, a 
former Secretary of tho City Congress Commitloo, Ludhiana. 

The booklet “Bukin Dunia’’ by Kartnr Singh has boon proscribed under tho India 
Press (Emergency Powers) Aot. 1931 Section. 4 (IV 

Issues Nos, 24,25,27 and 29 of “Kirti Lobar”, published in Moerut too have 
loon proscribed, 

Sardar Naina Singh, a politioal worker, on his release from tho Lahore Fort 
where he had boea detained for the last two months tinder the Punjab Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, has been interned in his village in Kapurthala State. Mr, Singh 
recently returned from Argentina after a stay of about seven years. 

Sixteen persons of tho village Lavoyn (Punjab) including S Congressmen stand 
charged nndor Section 107 Cr. P, C. security proceedings. 

Mr. SSliagat Singh Bilga, General Secretary. Julluudnr District Congress Committee 
has been served with an internment order tinder Section 3 of tho Punjab Criminal 
l-'iw Amendment Act, restricting his movemonts to tho limits of his village for a 
period o( ono year. 

Amritsar Dislriut Magistrate convicted and sontenood Sardar Ishar Singh Majhail 
to six months’ simtila imprisonment for defiance of rotriction order. 

Pahvant Singh Dukiiia, General Secretary, District Congress Committee, Ooshi- 
arpur, has been served with au internment order under Section 3 of the Punjab 
Criminal Law Amendment Aot, asking him to remain for ono year within the limits 
of bis native village, Bainshalam, 

Tho polieo has served aa internment order on Comrade Shinga Siugh, a prominent 
socialist worker of tho Punjab, restricting his movements to tho rovouuo limits 
of his village. 
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Thirteen were arrested in connection with tho picketing of tho Hindi 

Rliawon Press at Ikihoro 

An advance security of Rs. 1,000 has boon demanded by tho District Magistrate, 
Lahore, for lisa publication of n daily calks! “Sslcha Dhaioru'' tho declaration for 
which was filed try Mr, H. S Rord, 

Mr. Narayns Singh of Clink Sikaudar in Amritsar Pistrict is reported to bo under 
arrest under Section 12-1-A I. 1*. C. in connection with his alh'god seditious speeches 
at Clthina mid Jcnso in May last on tho Futehwnl incident. 

Fifteen congress workers of Tulsmba, Mnllan, have been arrosfod under Sections 
170-15], Thu charge against them is that they compelled sweepers to strike and 
picket the school. 

Seven prominent congressmen including tho President of tho Multan T) strict 
Congress Committee who addressed tho framers of a private farm h.avo been 
arrested on charge under Section 320 118 aud challenged before tho first class 
Magistrate, Ehaiiewal. 

Seventeen volunteers of the Press Workers' Union, Lahore, wore convicted on 
November 10 and ordered to furnish security of Rs. 500 each to keep peace fur 
si* months or to undergo imprisonment for 0 months. 

An order forfeiting tho security of Rs. 1.000 of tho Nami Press, Lahore, was 
served by the Punjab Government on November 20 on Air. Parmnimnd, Keeper of 
tho Press. Action was taken for publishing nn nrticlo in connection with tho 
arrest of Mr. Bantam, Pleader of tho Nablta State in ibo “Malva”, a Dowspapor 
published from Mega and printed in tho Nami Press, 

BENGAL 

Mr. Altuf Rahman is being prosecuted for sedition In connection with a 
speech delivered at a labour meeting on July 0 under tho auspices of tho Indian 
Seamens Union, Calcutta. 

Altuf Rahman was smiteneoJ to two mouths' rigorous imprisonment on a charge 
°f sedition by tho Chief Presidency Blugistrato, Calcutta, in connection with his 
speech delivered nt a public mooting held in Wiltiiigdoi] teqnaro ou July 0. 

Under tho orders of the Government of Bengal, tho special branch of Calcutta 
Potion prosecuted Abtil Kamil and Faliimuddin Ahmad, Kditor and Publisher res¬ 
pectively of “Istuolal,’ an Urdu daily of Calcutta under Section 153-A 1, P. V. 
(Promoting class hatred). 

Police Magistrate, Healdah (Rengal), Kontnnoed Mr. Nurendrannth Ohoso to ono 
year's rigorous imprisonment for violating Government order exlurning him from tho 
Presidency area. 

On police reports. Ihaf thero is apprehension of n breach of tho peaco in connection 
with demonstration fur tho observance of tho 23rd us a day of cessation of all work, 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, issued restraint order under Eeution 14-1. 
similar orders worn also served on eighteen labour leaders, 

Tho strike among tho workers of motor buses in Howrah has been continuing for 
Hie last 10 days. Ho far 21 havu been arrested In this connection. 

In Howrah and Rally orders under Ruction 1-11 Cr, I’. U,, banning open air meetings 
and demonstrations of any sort Imvo been passed. 

Ihe Government of Retigai by a gaxnttee notification declared forfeited nil copies of 
the issues for December 1536 and March 11)38 of tho monthly magazine iu Gujarati 
tailed "AziwJ Ilamnn”, 

The same gnzetteo also announces tho forfeiture to his Majesty of all copies 
of a Bongali booklet, until lei, “November Viplavo Amadur Kartavya" (the November 
ruvi'lutiori and our duty), by Bharat Hay. 

Mr. Dharitri Gangoli, President of tha North Calcutta Ktudonts League and a 
member of the Working Committou of the Rengal Provincial Rtudents Federation 
was arrested on November 15 in Calcutta on a warrant issued by the Alinoro 
Magistrate under Section 124-A, 

Uvarii Moliar Hingh was sentenced on November 14 by the Alipoto Magistrate 
to one years rigorous imprisonment. 

Notices under Ructioos 107 and 117 Cr, P. C, wore served on tho Secrotarv. 
Calcutta Jamadnrs Haroiti and President of tho Textile Workers L'niou and several 
oilier workers asking them to show cause why (hoy should uot bo ordered to execute 
hecurity bonds to keep tho pcaco for one year. 

ilireo important members of tho Hhollac Factory Workers Union, Cossiporo 
nave been arrested inside tho mill in connection with a stay-in-strike. 
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Section 1-14 has been declared to Sankrail and Sibporo, Howrah, following a meeting 
of tho labourers on Septcrolior ID. 

The Police Suporiotondont, Chittagong has issued an order prohibiting for three 
months nil political processions without Itoonse within tho municipal area. 

I’olics made a lathi charge in tho Badruchak colliery on September 27 when an 
attempt was male to prevent black legs from going underground. Eight of tho leaders 
wete arrested. Section 144 has been promulgated prohibiting assembly of more than 
live persons. 

Fourty-four workers have been taboo into custody during tho first week of October 
on charge of wrongful restraint and riotous conduct in Hurra Bazar, Calcutta. 
Troublu has been browing among them in connection with their grievances as regards 
wages nnj work on Sundays and holidays. 

The F.dico raided on September 10 Iho house of Dr. R. K, Sanyal of Natore. 
Nothing incriminating was found. 

By a notification issued on .September Id tho Government declares forfeited all 
copies of the “Political Prisoner Number" of tho ‘Kesari’, a Calcutta weekly. 

Tho Government havo demanded a security of Rs. 2.0UO under tho Indian Pioss 
(Emorgouey Powers) Act from 'Kesari' far publishing tho special number on Political 
Prisoners. Tho paper is reported to havo suspended publication. 

UVDEHABAD :— 

Tho ban on the Hyderabad State Congress wa» imposed on September 7, Five 
leaders woro immediately arrested and nino of their successors nominated from time 
to time havu all been arrested under the Public Safety Regulation, recently promul¬ 
gated as an emergency measure. Pandit Nareuderji has been interned at ilannanoro 
and n number of persons oaternod. A book entitle J “What I saw in Hyderabad’’ 
by Pundit V. Sustrs has been proscribed. Twenty-one newspapers havo been prohi¬ 
bited entry into the State. 

On November 17 Mr. N. K. Ruo, eighth dictator and some others were arrested 
ami on tho next day his three organising secretaries were taken into custody. Mr, 
{Jodso and eleven others wh > nrrived from Poona on the iUth were arrested when 
they refused to return. Ou November, 21, Mr. Mnncidhoehnnd Pbade, leader and 
three others were arrested. On November 23, Messrs Digambsr Rap, lawyer, S. S. 
Sharma, R. Candared, K. Balraj were taken into custody by tho Hyderabad City 
Police for attempting to organise a public meeting in connection with tho All 
Hyderabad Day. On November, 24 at Bhougir seven persons were arrested. Mr. 
If. Nandapukar, Sriiuautu and Murlidhur havo been awarded one year's rigorous 
imprisonment under tho Public Safety Regulation. Tho same punishment have 
been swarded to Mr. L N. Redly. Twenty-live passive resistors were convicted 
and sentenced ou November 23 to varying terms under the Public Safety Regulation, 
Four volunteers were lukeu into custody ou the 20ih in Usmanabnd District for 
taking out a procession. 

The Hyderabad Residency Order Extraordinary issued on November 23 publishes 
a notification bringing into operation the Indian Stales (Protection) Act If of 1234 
in the British Administered Areas of Hyderabad, 

COCHIN :— 

Mr. CJeorge Uhadnyarnuri and Mr. P. S. Hambudirt, two prominent labour 
leaders, were arrested at Amballur in connection with a speech which it ia alleged 
was calculated to incite class hatred. 

RAJKOT-— 

The fight for freedom in Rajkot continues with the defiance of prohibitory orders 
followed by lathi charges and arrests. The second batch of Bombay voiuntoers 
were arrested on November 15 immediately ou their arrival, Mr, Trivedi and few 
other leaders who tried to enter Mavdi village, were injured in a lathi charge. Mr. 
Dbobar, President of the Rajkot Praia Parishnd has been sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment. Mr. K. Doshi, Mr. V. raanachand aud seven other volunteers were 
arrested and sentenced to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 100. The 
importation of banned newspapers in Rajkot, Jotakar, Jamnagar and Morvi railway 
limits has been prohibited by the resident for a term of two mouths under Section 
(1) 3 of the Indian States Prevention of Importation of Objectionable Documents 
Rules. There was a serious lathi eharge on November 13 at Kaukot village. 
Another batch of Bombay Volunteers was arrested on November 22. Among the 
arrested is included Mr. Oalvantrai Mehta, Genera! Secretary of tho All India States 
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Fcoplea Conference who led tho batch, Messrs Shah and K. Bodnni, Pleaders of 
Rajkot wore convicted and sentenced on November 20 to three months’ imprisonment 
and a One of lia. 300. On November 27 Mr, Jngjirem Mehta, a member of tho 
Working Committee of tho Knthiwnr Political Conference was arrested while 
addressing n public meeting along with J. Dari, Advocate and D. Shukla. About 
eighty arrests were reported from the village on November 28. Sri Manibcn Patel 
and Mredulia Snrabhal was arrested. 

TR AVAN CORE i— 

<lj Mr. V. T. Abraham, Vakil, Qnilon was sentenced to si* months' imprisonment 
and a fine of its. 1,030 (2) Messrs. M. 0. Koshl, P. 0. Vnrglieso, mombers of tho 
ynilon Bar, M. K. K. Kbrahim Kutty, Editor, *Aryakeralan", K, Stikumnran, Editor, 
“Kauraudi” and K. S. Thaugal were sentenced to 14 months’ rigorous imprisonment 
and a lino of its. 1,600 each, (it) Mr. A. Sanfenran Pillni was arrestnd and his house 
searched oa Beplorabor 17, Nothing incriminating was found. (4) Mr, O. Uamodaran 
Nair along with 22 others wore ordered to enter into a bond for Its. f/JO and also to 
furnish two solvent surutius for liko amount for preserving public poaco for a period 
of one year, in default to undergo simple imprisonment fer one year. <£»> Messrs M, 
P. Mat 1ml Mutlmtali, M. It, Nilknntan, Vakil, and P. V, Thomas woro sentenced under 
tho now Criminal Law Amendment Regulation to undergo 18 months’ rigorous impri¬ 
sonment and a fitio of Its. 1,500 each. (0) Mr. A, finnkaran Piliai, Advocate, was 
sentenced to si* months’ simple imprisonment and Its. 500 fine. (7) Messrs. R. 
Yasudevan Ptllai, third Stato Congress President, M, N, Purnrnaswaran Pillny, M. L. C5, 
and It. (Inpainn Piliai were sentenced to 18 mouths’ rigorous imprisonment and Its. 
1,000 line. (8) Mr. K. N. Kunhnkrishnan Piliai, Advooato, was awarded si* months’ 
simple ira prison mont and a lino of Its. &0G. 

Tho following newspapers Imvo boon banned entry into tho State :—Tho 
“Dispam” of hrnnkulam, “Prnkasnm” of Uoclitn, “Uomathi” of Trichur aud 
“Mnfayala Mnnorama” now published from Keslavam, 

Miss Anno Mascarene, mumbor of tho Working Committee of tho Travancoro 
State Congress, has luum arrested on a olmrga of sedition in connection with a 
speech delivered at Clmimyinknl. 

Mr. S'. N, Krishna Piliai, M, L. U., President of tho Travanooro Coir Factory 
Workors Union, was arrested under Ruction 1)0 Or. P, O. 

Tho term of tho ban on tnhmir meotinga and demonstrations has been 
extended bv one month in Ambuinpu/.lm Taluk, 

DUE NKANAL STATE 

Tho local Pruja Mundnl has brum declared an unlawful body, Mr, Hitromohnn 
Pntnaik, i’resident of tho Mntid.il was arrested on Hoptumbur 2,T for sodition. In 
a police firing to disperso a crowd four aro reported to iiavo boon kiilod and 100 
injured. 

For tho sevcnlh time Dhonkanal police opened flro on an unarmed crowd and 
killed according to Unvernmont version two. Tho toll taken on a oonsorvalivo estimate 
oioecds twonty, According to a bulletin issued by tho State People's Conference 
more than 2U) aro ia jail after tho roluaso of somo of tho politicals on the Rulur'a 
Birthday. 

TA Left A H ST A TE 

Criminal Law Amendment Acts have boon promulgated in tho State from September 
1G last, Taluliar Praja Maudul a 4 its branches have boon declared unlawful. 

INDORE STATE:— 

Deportation orders woro served, It is reported, by tho Inspector Qonoral of Police 
on llnoo of the political workers—Mossrs. Lai Singh Yndava, Kusum Kant Jain and 
Kanahaiyalal Vaidya, Agitation has boon going on in tho Hluto against tho Public 
Meetings Prevention Act and Mr. Vaidya fias boon reported for attempting to organise 
public mootings. 

DA ROD A STATE:— 

Tho Lnvut peasant fight for civil lit or ties is passing through a critical phase. 
Ali public arc banned in tho aroa sad tho oatry of jioanant workors 

hnfi bci-n profit In tod by nut! mg ap a police cordon round Laval, Tho place is a 
vast prisen camp. The Secretary ol tho Uujrat Kisnn 8abha, Mr. P. M. Pungarkar 
conrto*J arri’Ht by dufyin^ tho ban and has ftiuco boon Ncntoacod to two months' 
jCDprisuomciit. A lathi chargo by tho polico or tho puasants is also reported, 



The All India Hindu Mahasabha 

20th. Sestion—Nagpur—28th- December 1938 

Tho Welcome Addreu 

Tlio 30th. Session of tho Ail India Hindu Mahasabha was bold at Nagpur on tho 
28th. December 193B under tho presidency of Sj. Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. 
Tiio Chairman of tho Reception Committee, Mr, M. Q. Chttnavis in tho course of 
his welcome address said 

Tiiis is the 20th Session of our All India Hindu Sabha which organization has crown 
ttp from a small beginning under tho ablo leadeisbip of All India Leaders liko l’andit 
M'dviyajoe, Rhal Parmannnd, Dr. Munje & now the brilliant *tar—like personality of 
Barrister Savarkar who has shouldered the burden of the Hindu Sabha and bv his 
extensive tours throughout the length and breadth of India has regenerated tho Hindu 
Society and instilled life and energy into our efforts. 

Up till very lato poriod tho Hindu Mahasabha as will bo seen from its resolutions 
satisfied itself with tho religious and social side of its subject laying stress oa Shuddi 
and Sanghalau nud removal of uatouuhabiiity and when occasion aroso criticising the 
commmml award. So far in almost ovary session though wa were proclaiming that 
the Hindus do not want Hindu Raj in deiinnee of tho rights of other sistor commu- 
uitiea and passing resolutions condemning riots and in tho snmo breath wishing to 
promote good feelings with agrossors, wo now have to oorae to the conclusion and havu 
openly to say and retaliate that liindusthan is not only for Mahomedaus but mainly 
fur Hindus, that if tho Mohorocdiws non-cooperate, the Hindus single-handed will 
contend with both the rulers and Moliomedans for establishing their just rights which 
at present they feol Imvo been snatched from them and aro trampled under foot, that 
they will do every thing whatever lies in their power to show their resentment against 
the Congress itself for their cooing spirit, defeatist mentality, cringing attitude which 
mako them mil after muhomedaa leaders and bend their knees before them in sub¬ 
mission and accept their high-hauded demands and forego our rights at each discus¬ 
sion, tension, friction, or scouo created, and wo feel that the Congress has not right to 
stand oa behalf of the Hindus and bargain our rights to s third party without con¬ 
sulting us. Wo also feel that tho Hindus must be strong enough to resist ovary 
oegression by any other community who on some excuse or the other create distur¬ 
bances, commit atrocities on the Hiudus, despise them, show contompt far them and 
their religious observances and generally regard them as their inferiors or euotnios lit 
ouly for conversion or annihilation. 

Wo have beforo us tho very pitiable example in Kashmir of tlio whole community 
of Uindus of not less than 95 p.o. of the old Hindus turned into Mohomedans aod 
only 5 p.c. of these now remain unconverted. Will any one think that this 5 p.c, 
represent the great vedio religion and what guarantee is there that we outside 
Kashmir may not meet with similar fate in years ahead. Similarly think of once 
Aryan lands of Persia, Afgauisthao, N, W. F. P., Punjab, Sind and even Gujrath 
where in the former almost the whole and in the latter majority of them have been 
converted and our friends have become our rivals. Are wo to live for evor under 
tho protection of the British bayonets oven in times of smallest disturbances of public 
peace and with what fauo cau vve say that wo can govern ourselves nud maintain 
Swarajya ? Let us, therefore, depend upon ourselves, bo self-reliant, possess self- 
respect and lot us strive to gam respect from others which cannot bo done without 
real inherent merits. We have before us a vast programme as will be seen from 
the number nf resolutions coming up in this session all directed towards tlie 
elevation of this Bharat Sums], 

The whole history of tho two communities in India and nono the less tho ultra- 
tolerant efforts of our leaders at reconciliation resulting iu complete failure, their 
respective philosophies, their religious have proved beyond doubt that tho elements 
ate so divergent that it is impossible to mix them up oven temporarily & tho only 
solution lies in strengthening the Hindus, creating a solid frout of opposition and thus 

40 
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begetting respect which is naturally felt for Iho strong and just and which quality is 
turned into contempt vrtion wo show oursoivos disorganized, weak, pliant, submissive 
and unable to resist the unjust domauds. 

Tliis Is sufficiently borne out by tho recant utterances of the leaders of the Moslem 
Leaguo in tbeir conference held at Karachi. Sir Abdulla ITaroon, the chairman of the 
Reception Committee has opaoty challenged as follows “Wa have nearly arrived at 
Hie parting of tho ways and until and unless this problem is solved to tho satisfaction 
of all it will bo impossible for any body to save India from being divided into Hindu 
India and Muslim India both placed under separate federation." Bar. Jinnah also 
adroitly attacked tho already over-biased obliging, Congress with the words “Just as the 
Sudetaa Germans survived oppression and persecution for two decades the Mussalmims 
of India were not defenseless and could not givo up their national entity and aspira¬ 
tions” nod showed how the persecutors cau still further try to snatch piece after 
piece by showing themselves as aggrieved. 

Both tho British and tho Mohoraedans nro over ready to tako advantage of our 
weakness and over since the beginning of tho present eootury there is tho black 
record not of give and take but only of usurpation at tho cost of tho Hin in Commu¬ 
nity. Tho boll was set ringing ninoo after the partition of Bengal when the 
Mohoraedans wore given a favourite pluco aud Iho thin eud of tho communal wedge 
was pushed in Indian polities. Bineo then, tho lliudus wore troatod most unfairly and 
attempts after attempts were made to harass them and to wound their religious 
feedings, the excuses for nggtessinn buing found in obstructing tho religious observances 
of tho Ilindus such ns nmsio before mosque and insistence on cow slaughter in each 
nod every place both of which rights, that is, tho one of passing with music and tho 
other, llmt is, regulation nnd prohibition of tho slaughter of cows by non-Iimdu 
communities, had been enjoyed by tho Hindus for centuries. 

Besides these, there wore other unjust nnd inequitable practices particularly that of 
favouritism in Civil nnd Military services when ultimately the scums opened with tho 
ushering of reforms after tho groat war and tho “Favouritism for Mohotnedan' 1 was 
given duo recognition under tho statute. The Government of India Act wus pasted 
wherein it was even thought a crime to iho tho word “Hindu” and Muhoinedan and 
non-ntohomednn terms were selected as the best terms allowing that tho Hindu com¬ 
munity was relegated to tho refuge heap, ami had to go begging far seats to tho 
conferences and committees working thousands of stilus away in England. 

Everybody knows what Iravoo has boon caused in tho Punjab and Bongtt—the 
Moslem majority provinces—by separate electorates and ©vorgenorous pitots by tho 
Congress at tho expense of tho Hindu Community, with tho result that tho Hindu 
Community finds itself hopelessly out-mmomsvrnd and any sort of legislation can lie 
passed against it which will spell rtiio to this Hindu C immunity. Buck aetuallv was 
the cans of Bengal Tenancy Hill, Bihar fncomu fax Bill, tho Siiack Hills of Punjab, 
the Punjab Land Alienation Act Amendment Bdl, tint Restitution of Mortgages (Ml 
and tho Protection of Debtors’ Bill by which tho very lands u! tho Ilindus have 
been snatched away from them aud thuir lung standing business has boon wipu<l out 
in Punjab. 

In both tha nbovo mentioned provinces besides the separate electorates the 
MahomcdanR have been givon statutory weightagu out* of nil proportion to their 
population white in tho Hindu majority provinces tho weight.igo lias been given only 
to the mushm minorities. No principles of common ceiirtsey, of ordinary justice, 
considered opinions of Local Govornmeuls nor fin lings ef any commission stood in the 
way of tho most unjust, partial, unprecedented award which formed the basis of tho 
Government of India Act and exceeded all tho previous attempts at favouring quo 
community at tho expense of anethor. 

Tho sumo thing has boon repeated in one or other degree in C. 1*., U. P., Bombay 
where in tho latter tho wuightago with thu Hind and with the separation of Sind 
constitute a peculiar iooxpiicaMo mode of dealing with tho inherent rights of majority 
population by a foreign, soulless pitiless autocracy in tho outward form of democracy. 
The samo British Government which dealt so incoDHidurately with the Hindus had to 
deal with the mighty dictatorships of Italy and Gurmany in aud outside tho League 
of Nations and tima has sbowa what humbler part they have p'ayud. Tho over- 
lasting truth always counts and those who strivo and acquire strength have not to 
preach tho gospel of conciliation, cooperation and uon-vioioaco and to ultimately find 
themselves vanquished. 
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Tn tho Lucknow Pact, in tho Nohra Report, Round Table Conferences and other 
approaches whenever there had been attempts to reconcile with the Uohomedans the 
Hindus h id always to take tho defensive and to sacrifice thoir interests. They have 
done so also in respect of the doprossot classes who have been artificially separated 
as a separate unit of tho Hindu Community. 

it will not ho right for mo to leave out of account tho cases of tho premier 
States, tint of Hyderabad and Bhopal, whero the treatment meted out to Hindus have 
become proverbially harsh, partial, unjust liberally amounting to negation of all the 
rights ii human being is supposed to enjoy in anv civilized country. Let us therefore 
pinv that our leaders who are lighting our battle against such oppression of the 
Hindu Community aud the Arya Satnaj Stholapur Conference under tbs presidentship 
of I.nknavak Madhav Shrihari Aliev have complete success and let ns spare no effort, 
sacrifice, courage and porsovorenco to exact our rights as citizens-rights of liberty, 
equality and fraternity with full proportionate representation in the guidance ot the 
state affairs. 

The hypocraoy of the Congress in shutting its eyes whenever a fight against 
Muslim interests’is indicated is never clearly illustrated than bora in tho question of 
these Muslim States aud wo only hopo that our Hindu brethren, who have seen thoir 
kith arid kin suffering all sort of insults, indignities, assaults, hurt and even mortalities 
without ibo feast provocation will open thoir eyes and save themselves and their 
future generations from being blindly led by an organisation defiantly and heedlessly 
unmindful of our present and future interests as an Aryan Hindu Community. 

But even apart from our open rivals of other communities and religions wo have 
tn be more afraid of tho enemies within our fold than of open enemies in defiance. 
Those Hindus who are inimical and even indifferent to our unity as Hindus, our 
unification and organisation, have to bo equally oven mere tniuutely assessed. Similarly 
we have to dual with our religious and social customs which in these days of rational 
philosophy and scientific advancement go against our futuro pregress as a nation and 
disable us from accomplishing Buy honorable position in the comity of nations. We 
d.-idy read instances happening in foreign countries where even our best of leaders 
and distinguished personages are treated with disrespect and which blot it is 
our duty to remove at any cost and try to go forth in the world as respected aud 
honoured oitizons and countrymen. 

Lastly I will deal in short with a few economic problems without which we as a 
nation cannot survive and which problems aro equally important for our preservation 
and progress as aro our social and political problems. I would even go so far and say 
that these problems affect the Hindus mure because of the diplomatic policies of our 
rulers and the aggression of our sister communities, as oxamplified in recent communal 
legislations in Ihs Punjab and Bengal. 

The present economic and class revolution is more threatening to tho Hindus than 

ers ? Dl ^ h av o to seo whether tho Congress in power has not allied itself with 
the ruling power and whether instead of fighting the battle against espiiitatiou, drain, 
concessions, pacts, agreements etc., sides with them in their policy of exterminating 
any ago-old evidence of social arrangement into organised classes to pave the way 
towards anarchy and revolution. Besides tho obvious consent of tho Congress 
Government to the present High Taxation Policy this inference can easily be 
supported by tho fact that itj tho debate over tho recant Income Tax Bill the 
Congress paily joined harms with tho unpopular Government of India and 
tho opposition of nationalist party ted by llr. M. S. Anev were altogether 
ineffective. ' 

Wo have been familiar with the policy of the Rulers of starting religious strifes 
but now comes in its place the policy of starting class strife and the real solution of 
the poverty, misery, suffering and hunger of the masses remains as unsolved as ever. 

A famous economist has raised his voice and appeals to cry a halt to “The Wild 
Starch for new Revenue,” a very appropriate phrase, ‘'which is being made not only 
in the centre but in the secretariat of every province.” I will not go into the 
details of economic measures suggested but the mam steps will bo a solid opposition 
lo the mischievous Whitebait manipulation in our nation s finaneial policies, reduction 
of army expenditure, civil lists, aud cneouragemeut of B.isio Industries without 
which there is no hopo for the nmohoratiou of masses and the advancement ia 
their standard of living. Tho whole drain of 50 to 100 crores from India to foreign 
countries has to be stopped and flimsy promises, empty announcement from highest 
placed dignarities intended for peoples’ good, engagements of English experts, costly 
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eommisxions, departmental shows like that of agriculture, Industry. etc. an<! 
exhibitions onty to advertise foreign machinery and thousand other ways by which 
the Indians have so fur been blinded and misted n<o to bo dellntluly counteracted. 
As tin* economics is tho viny ossenco of lift* and as tho brunt of tho economic laws 
falls on the Hindus, tho Hindu Sublet will have to interest itself moio and more not 
only with tho political but also with tho economic aspect of tho policy of tho Govern¬ 
ment acd framo its resolutions in that domain also. 

In order to substantiate what is said above and to show the result of such policy 
I can quote nothing better than tho resolution and quotation from the meeting in 
Calcutta of tho Associated Chamber of Commerce composed both of Europeans and 
Indians. Tho resolution moved by Mr. A. G. Stokes of tiro Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce says ; “This Association draws the attention of tho Government of India 
to tho high level of Taxation in India, made tho raoro serious by tho nnjustitiud 
continuance of temporary taxes imposed to moot emergency conditions and calls for 
an early review o! tho evidence of such taxation —Control, provincial and Municipal— 
upon tho Commerce, Industry and Trade of tho country". Mr. Stokes who refers 
to suveral temporary taxes, surcharges and surtaxes which wore promised to bo 
removed, high revenue duties going up to 45 p. o, or oven higher. Cesses, Income 
Tax which with supertax rises to about 30 p. o. In tho end lie oven goes so far as 
to say that compared with England our burden of indirect taxation is certainly 
heavier. 

Vo havo then to gird up ottr loins & stop any further violation of our homes, 
religion and race. Hindu JJahasabim Sessions Itnvu by now during tbo last 20 
years been held in all the parts of India including oven Madras where the com¬ 
munal tinge was least felt but the people from which hart havo duly contributed 
their quota to the causo tho Hindu Hnbha is cherishing in its heart. Not only does 
it claim to ho representative of tho whole of India but it claims to roprosent ouch 
and every community of tho Hindus, and has especially clearly and unequivocally 
demonstrated its sympathies to the depressed classes i'l every Msthasahha Session 
and its leaders havo taken practical steps to wipe out tho degradation of the De¬ 
pressed Classes. 

Tho fusion of all Hindus is tho ultimate aim of tho Hindu Mahasahim but every 
change connotes some essential conditions which the community which at present 
considers jtsolf in an aggrieved position Inis to accept before it can como to tho 
desired position. In the meaitwiiilo every community is free to agitato for its 
betterment and to bring together mid amalgamate tho sub-castes before wider fusion 
is attempted, There oto ho many mill-castes at present that it staggers one's 
imagination to attempt to roaiiso the vast field and sets that it is not only tho case 
of the depressed classes but there are other equally serious questions fer tile uplift 
of Indians to tncklo. 

Hut while attempting tiicso problems it is imperative that ono shouid not looso 
sight of the fact that every community has to give its quota towards tho Ail Hindu 
Huiighatan, to wax! off fanatical aggressions which aro systematically repeated every 
year as in music before mosque, cow-slaughter, unwarranted factitious claims over 
religious places such ns Siiuhidgunj, Delhi bhiv Temple, Frontier ruids uio. and 
rendered this Hindu Community not an oasy pray as it is at present but a solid 
bulwark for the existence, culture and protection o’f Hindus and against the wanton 
aggression of Olliers. A great responsibility, therefore, falls on the educated classes 
who like those of other nations now havo to come forward and tuke tho lead towards 
the solution of these nation-wide prohloms aifeutieg themselves and their fellow 
subjects. 

As for federation, our leaders liavo already givon their opiuion and tho Hindu 
haliha upjuuvea of the immediate inauguration thereof as against the congress and 
tniiMim views, the former demanding popular representation in each and every aspect 
so as jo bring the states in lino with tJiu British I’rovinces. I see no objection to 
such ocmnod and leave to our Hindu Hahinu leaders to suggest early acceptance or 
rejection of sueli n constitution with its communal award, reservations, safeguards, 
unlimited power, discriminations, special powers etc. 

The Presidential Addrcia 

Dj'modir^Saua^kar °* l * 10 ^' f€S '^' ; ul:al Address delivered by Sj. Vinayak 
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I gratefully U'.kfloivblgo th>j confidence you hive ptao-vl in mi in calling upon me 
to prcsido over this Twentieth Session of the All India Hindu U.ihvrabhl : I t>ramise 
V'iu in ail sincerity that I will try my best to deserve the trust you have thus 
placed in me, by exerting in full tho limited strength which an individual like me 
can jiossess. But you will excuse mo if I call upon you ia nil humility to bear in 
mind that the only way of justifying yum selves in placing that trust in me can ho 
no other than oxeirting’yourselves in full in striving and fighting heroically to defend 
and consolidate Hinduiiom in such wise as to compell Near Future to herald the 
resurrection of n Hindu Nation rising out of the tomb of tho Present and grown oven 
greater nud mightier and more resplendent than it ever had been in tho past ia tho 
days of a Chaudragupta or a Vikraroality or tho Posh was at Pooua. [t is nothing 
short of a political miracle that wo Hindus of this generation are called upon to 
work out, and no individual howsoever great can acoomplish the task unless and 
until tho whole Hiudmiom, rises like one man to dare aud to do and to march on 
unvauqnislicd through tho unavoidable valleys of bitter Disappointment and valorous 
Dealh—through which alone lies tho path to tha ultimata triumph of such great 
causes, of Nations' resurrections. If wo quail we aro all lost beyond redemption : if 
we but (into wo are sura to win; for, eveu today, we jiossess the power, tho volcanio 
lira within us. We only know it not House it confidently—and it shall burst forth 
like into tho column of tho sacrificial Firo which led tho Aryan Patriarchs of our 
Hindu Race from victory to victory. 

t When I said that it is out of tho tomb of the Present that wo have to 
resurroot Hinduism 1 said it deliberately; .so that I may not be guilty of belittling 
tho overwhelming difficulties wo have to face today. Tho Proseat is indeed a 
veritable sepulchre into which they have butted our Hindu Nation after crucifying 
it on tho charge of committing tho orimo of claiming to bo a nation by itself. 
It is needless for mo to depict to you, brothers aud sisters, who have attended this 
session to depict tha ghastly picture ia details of tho dreadful calamities which tba 
Hindus from Peshawar to Kuracsltwar havo to face from day to day. The Session 
of the Hindu Muhasabha is about tho last place today where mere sightseers or job 
hunters can find anything attractive enough to attend it here. Alt avenues to 
power, pelf, popularity lead but elsewhere. To be a Hindu Saughataoist today is 
not a paying coneerm To bo a willing delegate to the Hindu Mahasabha session 
today is to incur the wrath of powers that be to invito the dagger of a non-Hindu 
assassin—some ‘brother’ Abiul llushid, to be slaughtered by some “bravo M ipla 

I Mtriots’’ aud what is m^ro po guant and unbearable than even tho dagger of a oon- 
lindu assassin,—to be hunted aud ostracized by millions of otto’s own Hindu kith 
aud kiu for no other fault than of daring to love and defend the Hindu cause and 
tlis UinJu people as devotedly aud as humanly as tho English do tho English Race, 
as the 0emails do tho Oetiman cause, or tho Japanese lovo tho Japanese self, tho 
Moslems do the Moslem religion and community. To raiso aloft tho Hindu banner 
lias become to-day au act of high treason in Hindusthaa—in the land of tho Hindus 
themselves, to assert one’s self as a Hindu is being dubbed as mean by millions of 
Hindus themselves. Tho very fact that under such conditions you all havo gathered 
together here as delegates to this session of the Hindu Mahasabha and dared to rally 
round this P.m-Hindu banner proves it to the hilt that you could not bava dune so 
unless impelled by an overwhelming sense of duty, fully conscious of aud touched 
to tho quick by the unbearable humiliations to which our Hiudu race is subjected to 
from day to day and fully prepared to defy the intolerable demands of tho socalled 
lnJian Patriotism seeking to smother uuto death our very existence as Hindus, as a 
uatiun unto ourselves. 

3. 1 shall not therefore go iuto any current and detailed grievances or local 
questions a£Tcctiug Hindu interests to-day but leave thorn to bo dealt with severally 
in tho resolutions and speeches on them to be passed and delivered in this session 
later on. 1 shall restrict myself to tho two outstanding questions : “What is the root 
cause that has lauded tho Hiudus in this present predicament striking the life- 
growth of our Hindu Nation with a sudden atrophy, aud tho immediate remedy that 
is sure to rescue the Hindu cause oven yet from being lost beyond recovery ? 

4. Nevertheless in-as-muoh-as this address is meant for those millions of Hindus 
also who still remain outside the pale of tho Hindu Mahasabha and who inspite of 
of their devoted allegiauco to Iliodutva in general aro but imperfectly awaro of tho 
dangers that beset it to-day on all sides and wonder therefore why the Hindu 
l-ubhaites should make so much ado about nothing or little things here and there, I 
feci it incumbent upon me just to denote a few points in passing to acquaint them 
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with tho real gravity of (he situation at lent silHoLmtly enough to sot thorn atltink- 
ing anj in a mend to realize th<> import of what I hive to nay later on during the 
course of tin* address, L#»rt \m itist take tht> coa.slHutioa in fo-oo to-day* Tbo UritUh 
have deliberately deprived tho Hindus of the poitieul predominance which was their 
due at tiio ovonvMrniiiK majority in India by denying thorn representation in 
proportion to their population on if iu «nu hand and on tlto other loaded the Moslems, 
Christians, Europeans with weight iips, prefeieners, securities ntnl what not, so as 
to invest them with political power iniinmitnirably rooro than what was their due. 
Thev broke up the Hindu electorate into watertight oiimpartments with a view to 
prevent the growth of Iboir political solidarity amongst themselves, why, the very 
recognition of the Hindus as an doctoral unit themselves is altogether and deli¬ 
berately denied in the electoral scherao of our oomitry. Spacious apartments Weil 
furnished and honourably named are reserved for the minorities. Tito majority, tiro 
Hindu, tho host, is crowded into the lumber-room, the general electorate, unnamed 
and unrecognized. With a set purpose to sturvo out martial qualities in the Hindus 
the British Government have been curtailing their recruitment in tins urmy and in 
the police with the effect that I ho Moslem minority preponderates in those two vital 
forces of the nation, hi the Punjab and cornu other provinces measures like the 
Laud Alienation Aot seek to crush the Hindus cuimumtualty while in Bengal an 
unabashed Act is passed to resorvo come sixty per cent, of posts for thu Moslems 
in Government services. In the Moslem states of Hyderabad, Bhopal and others 
tho religious and racial persecution of the Hindus is carried on so relentlessly as 
to remind one of the days of Aarangznh^ and Allaudiliu. In oities and villages ail 
over India their uivii arid religious rights nro dnily trampled under foot to alky tho 
fury of Moslem mobs. Tho bloody orgies to wluolj the Hindus were subjected by 
Moslem fanatics in Malabar and Kohat are enacted on this seulo or that even in the 
presidency towns all over India every now ond then. Tho Frontier Moslem tribes 
carry our raids and perpetrate uunnimtble ntrouities on liio Hindu people there with 
a set pyrtioKii of exterminating the Kafir in that region. Only tho Hindu merchants 
nro looted, only the Hindus are nrasKuered and only tho Hindu women and chsldrun 
are kidnapped and held to ransom or oonvortod pnrfureo to Jslum. Un lire top oT it 
all comes tn tho I’stiedo Nationalism of Iho Uongrossites who practically condone and 
explain away these Moslem atrocities by inventing such lying excuses—“There is 
nothing anti-Hindu in these Moslem raids t It is only oeonomicat nnd sexual starva¬ 
tion of tho tribes that goads them on (o these crimes. Let us food those starved 
souls and they will ho good citizens I” But it is curious that these starved poor 
raiders leave (lie rich Moslems in tho Frontier towns inducted, find no young Moslem 
damsels to kidnap, burn no Moslem houses nutl go about assuring lire Moslems by 
boat of diums Unit limy shall not hurt a hair of any Moslem provided ho shelters 
not a Hindu Kutir I Witness only tiro latest case in tho Dadti District in Bindti. 
The Moslem raiders attacked an absolutely unoffending archaeological parly under 
Mr. Mazumbar. They asked each 0110—*Aro yeti a Hindu V If tie said Avo’ ho 
was forthwith shot dead, tine Hindu protended to be a Moslem and ho was let to 
go alive and unmolested. This case Is only a typical ono illustrating thousands of 
such dreadful happenings all over India and in the order of the day during nil 
Moslem riots and raids from Malabar to I’eshuwar, from Bind to Assam and year in 
and year out. Add to this tho activities of tho nil India organizations 
of tho Cliristiau missionaries and Iho Moslem organizations from tho Agukalianin, 
Hasan Nizamis, Boer Motamiyas to tho vory village Moslem gooudas, all seeking and 
succeeding in conveiting millions of Hindus to foreign faiths by peaceful or fraudulent 
or forceful means throughout (ho length and breadth of India undermining tho religious, 
racial, cultural and political strength of tho Hindus. Add again to all this the 
political activities of thy Moslem Leaguers nnd the Moslem Status that havo already 
<: ii I initiated into open resolutions first to divide India into a Muslem Federation aud a 
Hindu Federation and then to strike down the Jattur by inviting invasions from out¬ 
side India by some alien Moslem powers. Buell is thu present state oi the Hindus in 
ilindustban, their own land ! Auu yol the worst factors remains to be told. For, 
oven to tefor to these calamities to which the Hindus havo fallen a prey is damned 
as a national sin by that uuw cult which nails itself ‘Indian Nationalists' and leads at 
presoot thu Indian Notional Congress. Offering a blank chisjuo to the Moslems by 
one hand they deliver ultimatum to tho Hindus by the othor. “Get looted but don't 
report, gut stabbed but don't shriek, get repressed as Hindus hut don't organize to 
resist it as Hindus ; or else you will bo damned as traitors to tho cause of our Indian 
Nationalism !!! 
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5, In the face of thcRO facta who else but a foot or s foo can accuse tho 
Hindu Mabasabha of making much ado about nothing or fancying grievances 
where none exist or dealing only with some superstitious and empty contents of 
religious or racial slogans ? 

Again, in the f«e i of theao facts, what is there that, leading aside those who 
continue to bo counted amongst Hindus but whoso hearts hare ceased to 
respond to their Hinduneas or who opeuly disown any alicgianeo to Hindudom, 
wo find crorca of Hindus all over India every fibre of whoso life vibrates with 
tho racial, religious or cultural consciousness of being Hindus, sorely ailltctcd to 
see our Hindu race beset by all these calamities and subjected to such unbearable 
humiliations. On all sides today the anxious question is asked by erorcs of 
Hindus—"How arc wo to remedy this evil ? Hew is it that wo fell ? How are 

we Hindus to riso again as Hindus and recover our position as a Nation great 
amongst the nations in the world ?" This recont searching of heart is one of 
the most encouraging signs to show that tho sou! of our Hindu raco is roused 
again from the deadly swoon of self-forgetfulness. It is natural that on its 

return to self-consciousness it should raise these bewildering questions as to ita 
whereabouts. 

Although it is not possible to deal exhaustively with these anxious questions 
that are daily pouring on us from all sides in the limited compass of an 
address like this, yot l feel that if but I can succeed in pointing out the root 

eanso which h w lauded us on this sad plight and tho immediate step which we 

must and fortunately wo also can tulle with a view to cocao out of it, my address 
will servo its purpose fairly well, 

0. In order to find out tho root cause, the first initial error which leading us 
into a series of all derivative errors rendered us Hindus Insensible to the very 

fact that wo had a National being at nil, wo must first have a hurried peep in¬ 

to our racial history. 

A Peei’ into oca History 

It is at least some 5000 years ago. to tho Vaidie nge that the beginnings of our 
Hindu Nation could be historically and undeniably traced. Our national ancestors 
lived and nourished then on the banks of the seven Sindhus and were laying the 
foundations of a Nation that destined to grow later on into a mighty Hindu 
Nation. Racially and Culturally they are called Aryans ; territorially they bore 
tho name of tho Supta Sindhua or Siudhus. Ono of our provinces and 

ita people on the batiks of the Sindh River boar tho very sama name 

down to IhiB day and are called Siudh and Sindhus respectively. They 
crossed the Gauges, Sho Vindyas, tho Godavary in thoir vigorous & valorous course of 
colonization and conqusst till they reached tho Southern and tho Eastern & Western 
limits of India. By an admirable process of assimilation, elimination aud consoli¬ 
dation—political racial and cultural—they wielded ull other non-Aryan peoples whom 
they camo in contact with or conflict with through this process of their expansion 
in this land from tba Indus to tho 1-astern sea and from tho Himalayas to the 
Southern sea, iuto a National unit. Politics and roligou viol with each other with a 
conscious policy of ultimately uniting them all into a national being bouts! together by 
the ties of a common religion, common language, common culture, a common Fatherland 
and a common Hoiilaud. Witness for example tho four Dhamas, tho religious 
holy outposts roughly marking four limits of our Holy-land— Badrikojar, Dwarka, 
Ramesbwar aud Jaggannath, identifying them ns demarkatingly ns it was than 
possible within tho limits of our Fatherland as well. Leaving mythological period 
alone even in tho period of our definite history tho mighty centralised empires of 
Chandra Gupta Mourya, Chandra Gupta the socond, Vikramadilya, Yasbovardban, 
Pulkeshi, Shri Harshu and such other groat Samrnts aud Uiiakravartis added to this 
consolidation of our people and maio them vibrato with tho stirrings of a common 
political and national being. Powerful invasions of the Oroeks, Shakos, Huns and such 
other foreign races which threatened our people with a common danger and the 
mighty conllicts they had to wage to overcome that danger by presenting a common 
front to it lasting sometimes for centuries vetted all the more their consciousness 
of cultural, political, racial aud religious Ononess, making them out as a national nnit 
by themselves, inspite of their internal differences in relation to other non-Indian 
National units. The long period of peace unmolested by external political danger 
worth the name that intorveuod between tho ultimate triumph of the Hindus over 
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tho Huns and tho invasion of India by Moslem was pre-eminently devoted to tho 
fuithiT consolidation of our people nod thoir religious, cultural, racial and political 
oneness prow so pronounced, deliuito and conscious that by tho time tlio Moslems 
eanao io thoy found India full grown into a homogeneous Hindu people. 

Under tho pressure of tho Moslom invasions ami thoir consolidation into a 
t>owerful Moslem Empire at Delhi poliiio.il unity ot tliu llindsis from Kusliracro to 
litsmeshwar and Siatlh to Deng,it intensified stiil mnro ami the name Hindu derived 
from Vaidiu Kapta Sindliu bees mu tho honoured ami beloved common nppeJution of 
our raco over sinco the days of J'rilliwiraj, Thousands of our martyrs embraced 
death as ’Hindus' to vititiiuato tho honour of Hindu religion. Thousands upon 
thus mills, princes and peasants alike, revolted and rose ns ‘Hindus' under Hindu Hags 
and fought and fell in fighting with their non-Hindu foes. Till at last Shivaji was 
horn, tho hour of Hindu triumph was struck, the day of Moslem supremacy set. 
Under ooo common namo ‘The Hindus’, under ono common banner, the Hindu banner, 
under ono common Hindu loadmsliip, with ono common idenl the estab ishmout of 
'Hindu padn-l’tidashahi' (the Hindu Empire), with ono common aim the political 
liberation of 'Hindustlian'. the omancipmi-m of their common Mo'heihmd and Holy- 
land tho Hindus rose from province to province till at last the Marathi confederacy 
succeeded in besting to a chip the Moslem Nababs, tho Nizams, iladslmhas and 
I’adshalms in a hundred bulllo fields. Tlio Maruthas advanced victorious East West 
North itouth dropping their Bceoitdory capitals nt Tanjavarat, Ounti. at Kolhapur, at 
Baroda, at Dbttr. at Owalior. Indore, nt Zunsi, till they reached the Attack. 
They ruled at Delhi and held the Moslem Mongol Emperors ns prisoners, os 
pensioners and paupers in their camp. Tho Sikh Hindus ruled in L'unjab, the 
Oorklm Hindus in Nopal, tho Itnjpnt Hindus in Itnjputnnn, the M&ratlm Hindus from 
Delhi to Tunjore, IKvarka to Jagaunnlli. Thus nt last tho Vaiilio Sindhus had grown 
into ft mighty Hindu people. Hindu Nation, a Ilimlu-Pada-I’adaslmhi, which is a 
word used by Itajirno ttie First himself. If you wish to realise fully how tho mighty 
movomerit was surcharged with tho intonse consciousness of Hindutyn, how are 
our martyrs, heroes, victors from Tritlivirnj, I’ratnp, bhivnji, Onru Q »vind, Banda down 
to the days of Nana Fildimyis mid Mnhndji Bhftidu owuod and gloried in thoir National 
and Religious oneness as Hindus and gloried in tlio name you may do woll to road, 
for want of a butter book, my historical work named ‘Uimltt-Ruda-i’niluHhithi.’, Here 
owing to limited space I quote only n stanza from out of n letter, by way of illustra¬ 
tion, written so Into as in 17till lo Nana Fadnavis by Oovindrao lvale tho Mentha 
ambassador to tho Nizarn, so tlint you may liHton to their thoughts ill thoir own 
wnrd ••From the river Attak !<» tho indiat) ocean ostends the' land of Hindus. 
Hmdusfhau, no Turkesltinn. These hnvo boon our frontier Horn the tunes of 
I’arnlavns to Vikrnmaditya. They preserved (hum and enjoyed Empires. After them 
ctimo effete rulers and the Moslems conquered our Kingdom and but now everything 
has been restored to ns and re-Won under tho IV'shavas and by tlio valorous sourcus 
of Maimdnii shinde, tho Hindu Empire is established, fume of our victories goes 
resound all-round. 


The Uin'dc Karros is an oiioanio onowrit and no pai>k«-makb makeshift 
7. It will ho clear from this hurried peep into our history that oyer since tho 

Vaidio ages for some 5'ri) years at least in tho pfkxt cur forefat hors had been 

shaping the formation of our people into a roligiouB, racial and cultural and political 
unit as a consequence of it all growing organically tlio Hind bus of tlio Vuidic time 
have grown loony into a Hindu Nation, extending over India and holding India in 
common as thoir Father-hind and their Holy-land. No other nation in tho world, 
excepting perhaps Iho Chinese, can claim a continuity of Sifa and gfowth so 
unbroken as oar Hindu Nation dues. Tho Hindu Nation is not a mush room growth. 
It is not a treaty nation. It is not a papur-mado toy. It was not mado to ordor" 

It is not an outlandish mako-shift. It has grown out of this soil and has its roots 

struck deep and wido in it. It is not a fiction invented to spito tho Moslems or 
anybody in tlio world. But it is a fact as stupendous and solid aa tho Himalayas own 
that border our North. 

It matters not that it brvl and it has Beets and bccIiodb, dissimilarities and 

fnt L ssTL W ir h t IB "V't 1, W!lat Nation is free from them ? A Nation is not marked 
ont aa jt iiwt its people have no sub-di vinous and diversities 

! "® u " , . Uc * beoauBo they aa a whoto present a more homogenous unity 
amjogst themselves than they huvo with nil other alien national musts ; because they 
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differ definitely and immensely moro from ail other peoples in tho world than they 
differ amongst thomsolves from each other. This is the only test that marks out 
nations in the world. The Hindus having a common Father-land and a common 
Holy-land and both identified with each other have made their nationality doubly 
sure anil stands this test doubly well. As the running oultine of our history 
sketched above unmistakably reveals, for thousands of years our Hindu people had 
boon definitely conscious of their religious and cultural, political and patriotic 
homogeneity as a peoplo by themselvos, as a Nation unto themselves. ‘What is to bo 
specially noted hero for the argument in hand is the fact that down to the fall of 
tho Slarntha Empire our people, princes, patriots, poets, preachers and statesmen, all 
and together strove consciously and continuously to develop and intensify the 
conception of Hindu nationality and evened their mighty best to establish a ‘liindu- 
pada-l’adasliabt', a Hindu Empire in India, which they called HindusthaD, the land 
of tho Hindus. 

I shall leave the thread of this argument hero to bo resumed later on when I 
shall have to paint out its special significance in relation to the problems wo have 
to face to-day. 


The Rise of tee Concept of an Indus Nation 

8. We have traced the organic growth and development of our Hindu Nation to 
tho fall of the Maratha Empire in 1818 and tho consequent advent of the British rule 
in India. The fall of our 8ikh Hindu kingdom also in Punjab enabled tho British to 
establish an unchallenged supremacy throughout our country. The British had found 
that all tho bloody wars they had to Tight to the course of their Indian conquest wero 
with Hindu powers. Moslem ns a political factor was nowher© to be faced. The 
Moslem ns a political power was already smashed by tho Marathas. Tho only fight 
the British had to face single-handed with the Moslem was at Plossey. But it was 
such an easy affair that they say tho British commander won it while bo was 
asleep 1 Consequently the first anxiety of the British was to see that the Hindu 
Nation must bo undermined, their solidarity as a retigious and political unit must b© 
hrokun. The Moslems came in the picture "as a mere handy tool in the hand of the 
British to compass their design. The British oven tried the obvious means of convert¬ 
ing the Hindus to Christianity by lending political support of the state to Christian 
missions in India. But the Revolutionary Rising of 1857 led mostly by Hindu leaders 
opened tho eyes of the British to the dangers involved in any open attack against the 
religion of the Hindus and Moslems alike and the British state ceased to lend any 
open support to the Christian Church. Then they initiated a policy to undermine the 
very concept of a Hindu Nation amongst the rising generation of the Hindu 
youths by introducing a denationalising scheme of western education iu India. 'Wo 
have the word of Macaulay himself for that. He points out in one of his private 
letters to his son-in-law that if his scheme of western education is put into force 
Hindu youths would of themselves love to get converted to Christianity, to get 
westernized and consequently affiliated and attached to the British people. Unfor¬ 
tunately for the Hindus his expectations did not altogether miscarry and the first 
generations of tho Hindu youths who took to Western odtteation with avidity were on 
the whole cut off from their old moorings of Hinduness, of Hindutwa. They knew 
next to nothing of Hindu history, Hindu Religion, Hindu culture and nil that they 
knew of Hindutva was only its weak points which were deliberately represented to 
them as its essence in such wise as to make them ashamed of beinp Hindus at all. 
The Moslems on the contrary kept at a hand's distance from this education and 
consequently it could not undonnioo their communal solidarity at all. 

Bat the introduction of the western education in India did not prove an unmixed 
evil. Contrary to the expectation of its initiators it soon brought in new forces into 
action which were destined to defeat the purpose it was meant to serve and add to 
the strength of the Hindus in the long ruo. But here we are dealing with its im¬ 
mediate effects only. 

And tho immediate effect of the western education wns that tho two first genera¬ 
tions of Hindus who were inllueuccd by it were totally carried off their feet, they 
fell in love with everything western. They looked upon the British rulo as a God¬ 
send. Ttiey prayed for its permnnanee. Fed on the western literature and history 
and cut off from any contact with Hindu Thoughts and Hindu Policy, they naturally 
came to tho easy conclusion that if but they imitated the west and especially England 
in every detail of individual and collective life they and their country would be 
benefitted and saved. 

41 
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Not (hat they were cot public-spirited or intellectual men. On tho contrary these 
first batches of English educated Hindus were allowed to rise very high iu the social 
and official scales by England and were deliberately taken to be the spokesmen of 
Indian People—of tho “Nativea’*. They pot every facility to wield tiemendous in- 
fliuenco over their own people so that they might impost their admiration about the 
British people and their loyalty to the British tule to their ‘Native Community'. 
They too, with best of intentions wanted to do good to their peoplo and their nation. 
But their idea of doing good and even their notion of what was good for the nation 
wore onliroly outlandish—British—having no rolation with tho realities obtaining 
in India. 

That was tho reason why they naturally thought that thoir nation mean their 
country. Like nit other ideas and sentiments, their notion of patriotism 

also was borrowed ready-made from England. They found that tho English 
meant by patriotism Jove for their country,—tho geographical unit England, 

which they inhabited. Ail thoso who lived in England were united into a nation 
irrespective of toiigion, taco, culture and that was tho reason why England had 
become so consolidated and powerful a nation. Tho analogy was as simple as 
attractive. If they too could unite India irrespective of race, religion, culture, esstte, 
creed, their people loo might grow into a consolidated and powerful Indian Nation, 
They found that in Europe of their days a rational unit meant a territorial unit. 
All thoso who inhabitod tho territorial unit France wore French, tjonnuny wore 
Germans, Spain wore Spanish, Englutid worn English and each respectively an 
Unitary nation by iisolf. So they thought, or rather tcliuvod, without thinking at 
all, that tho only bond of a territorial unit, tho only fnot of residing in a common 

geographical unit, was by itself tho most eflioiont, may bo tho only efficient factor 

to mark out a peoplo into a nation bv themselves. 

“(Foil, then, nil people in India Hindus. Moslems, Christians, Pursis and others, 
had been inhabiting the territorial uuit called India for centuries tognlhor : There¬ 
fore all these people must bo a nation by themselves. What if they differed so 
much in religion, language, culture, race and historical development 'i Thoso things 
had nothing to do with a common nationality. Territorial unit, a common country, 
was tho only foundation required to support and induce a common nationality. Ter¬ 
ritorial unit must bo a National unit. Took at Engluud, France, America,” Thus 
thoy argued. 

Tho corrollary derived from tho assumption was also inevitable. If India, bo- 
enase it was ft territorial unit and called a oou.itiy, must bo a national unit as well, 
then all of us must also bo IndiaiiB only and oomu to bo Hindus or Moslems, 
Christians or Par&is. f^o they, tho loaders of those first generations of English-educated 
people, being almost all Hindus, tried thoir best to cease themselves to he HindiiB 
and thought it below thoir dignity to take any oognisnnau of tha divisions as Hindus 
and Moslems and became tranBfurmed overnight lute 'Indian patriots' uiooo. 

It was also very cosy for them to cease to bo Hindus. Tho Western education 
hod taught them and they had no other education, tlmt Hindutva meant nothing else 
bat Hinduism which to them meant a verilabio bundle of superstitions. The had no 
occasion to atop and think of the other and most fundamental contents of 
Hindulyft, of Hindaocss, in all its racial, cultural and historical bearing. 

As they found it so easy for thorn to renouuuo their Himluuuss and merge 
themselves at a thought into bring Indians and Indians done they expected that it 
would bo as easy for tho Moslems too to forget that they were Moslems and to 
merge themselves entirely and totally into the Indian people, tbo Indian Nation, 
which to those ‘Indian’ patriots seotnod nlroady a fact ns tangible us tho territorial 
unit India, 

It must be emphasised hero that all these our remarks are true in their collective 
sense only. It is not possible to deal with dutails and exceptions cither individual or 
actional in snch a short address as this. 

As the western education wont on spreading rapidly amongst Hindus the idea of 
an Indian Nationality also continued to find a larger and larger following; inversely, 
the solidarity of the Hindus aa Hindus, as a political unit, as a uatiot by ’themselves, 
grew feeblur and feebler and at last grew unconscious of itself throutrh sheer 
starvation- ° 

The British rejoiced at tho turn events had taken. They know tlmt under those 
circomstancea the only danger to their political supremacy in Hindustan could come 
from the revival of the political oonsciouanosa of the Hindu Nation and the 
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re-emergence of tho idea! of a Hindu Sovereignty. It is a fact that even after 185? 
a Hindu politically proud of his boiDg a Hindu was a suspect For ha brooded over 
tho loss of his Hindu kingdom and was watched as an incipient revolutionist. The 
armed rising of • Hamsing Koeka in the Punjab and Vasudao Balwant Pfaadke io 
Maharashtra, even after the dofoat of the rovolutionarv war in 1857, with a view 
to drive tho British out and recover the lost Hindu Kingdom, only confirmed the 
British in their suspicions. 

The Birth or Indian Nationai Com ess 

9. It was just after the suppression of tho rising of VasuJoo Bafvant Phabake at 
Poona who aspired to revive au independent Hindu Kingdom ovoa as Shivaji did 
that tbo birth of tho Indian National Congress took place. It is to be noted that 
tho Britis-li Government favourod the movement and if was a Vioeroy who sponsored it. 
Many a prominent British civilian Jiko Mr. Humo, Wedderburn and others led it for 
long time. Groat Hindu loaders from the roost public spirited motives nuera it and it 
haefime the organised aud authoritative spokesman of the new cult of Indian 
Patriotjsm. 

The Biitish, ton, while they favoured this Indian movement as and antidote to 
any possible revival of Hindu Nationalism, took good oare to see that the Moslem 
solidarity as Moslems did not suffer in any way by catchiog the contagion of this 
now ludiao Nationalist oult. For tho British know that if the Moslems also joined 
that oult ns whole-heartedly as the Hindus did, then there would really be a united 
Indian Nation—a comiugen’ey likely to prove perhaps more dangeerous to Brtish 
supremacy in India than a Hindu rovival could single-handedly prove to be. The 
British dr ended and hatod any roal genuine and fruitful rise of Indian Nationalism 
as mnoh—if not more-as they did any rovival of Hindu Nationalism. So they on 
tho one hand encouraged and helped Burreptioiously the fanatical barted, enmity 
distrust, which the Moslems over boro to tho Hindu Nation, thus rendering any 
oliicient Indian National unity as delusive as a mirage and on the other hand 
encouraged tho Uiudne. at losst in the beginning, to pursue that mirage of an 
Indian Nationalism with avidity so that the rise of a Homogenous Hindu Nation 
might bo ruled out of practical politics. Of course It is another matter that the 
result of this British policy of encouraging Indian Nationalism in tho beginning did 
not altogether fulfil their expectations and they had to change it later on. But that 
does not belio the fact, I havo referred to it above. 

The Ideal of Indian Nationalism was is fact a nodle one 

10. The Hindus found nothing objectionable io the ideal of uniting all India into 

a consolidated political unit aud very naturally so. For it suited well with the Hindu 
mentality with its synthetic trend, always prone to philosophy with a universal 
uige. Jt is also true that the ideal ot Politics itself ought to be a Human 8tate 
all mankind for its citizens, the earth for its motherland. If all India with one- 
fifth of tho humau race could be united irrespective of religious, racial and cultural 
diversities, emerging them all into a homogenous whole, it would be but a gigantic 
stride taken by mankind towards the realization of that human political Ideal. So 
far as the ideal language and picture of this conception went, it could not but be 
attiaetive to a people like tbo Hindus with a religious and cultural ideology 

preaching—‘all this is but one and indivisible Brahma’. But Brahma, even in its 
political aspect, like its philosophical one, has for its counter part a A/nca, the principle 
ot division I And this fact those Hindu patriots overlooked in their enthusiasm lor the 
ideal—If India was united I—Yes, but the “If* was what mattered most The new 
concept of an Indian Nationality was founded on the only common bond of a 
territorial uuit of India, the Hindus for one fooed nothing revolting even in that 
assumption to their deepest religious or cultural or racial sentiments. Because their 
national being had already been identified with that territorial unit India which to 

them was not only a land ol sojourn bat a home, their Fatherland, their Motherland, 

their Holy Land and all in one ! Indian Patriotism to them was but a synouym of 
Hindu Patriotism. Even the territorial uuit was as intimately identified with their 
racial, religious and cultural unit that an Indian Nation was but a territorial 

appelation of the Hindu Nation. If Iliudustbun was called India but continued to be 
a Hindustban, it made no difference io essentials ami for practical purposes might 
be overlooked. 

11. That is the reason why, later on, oven those Hindu leaders who in spite of 
their being highly educated in tho western loro were also deeply imbued with Hindu- 
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ness, worn proud of being Hindus by religion, bv race, by culture and joined the 
Indian national movement for political purposes and wuiki’d whole-heartedly with tho 
Congress and even led it so long ns it continued to bo a purely politics! body, striving 
assiduously to wrest polities! power out of tho hands of tho British Government with 
a view to establish a real Indian commonwealth, to bo hold in common with other 
nun-tlindn minorities in India on equitable footing and in hononiable company. 

12. But although tho llindus on tho wholo rallied round tho Indian National 
Congress with unsuspecting enthusiasm and lent their honest devotion to the princfpi e 
of a Territorial nationality that underlay it. that prinoiplo seemed to fail miserably in 
appealing to tho Moslems in India. As a community they held back from the vary 
beginning and by and by began to resent it altogether. Tho moro insistent tho Congress 
demand grew in ealling upon all Indians to tnergo thuir racial mid religious indivi¬ 
duality into an Indian Nation at any rate for fanning themselves into a political unit, 
the moro distrustful and enraged tho Moslems grow. For they instinctively felt that 
Indian Patriotism as detined by tho Congress wjls sure to deal a death blow to Moslem 
patriotism which was the be-all and end-all of Ihoir Uncial, Religious and Cultural 
umbilifuiB, Tho British Government for their own end encouraged them in this their 
anti-congress attitude. The higher tho Congress rose in political importance through 
tho strenuous efforts of our Hindu Patriots and tho more Insisting grow its demands 
and stronger its power to back them tip, the moro outspoken and determined became 
tho Moslem opposition to it. and the moro assiduous grew the ononuragement ami 
Rurreptitoiis assistance to it on tho part of tho British Government who came to realize 
to their discomfiture tlmt Ibeir policy of bringing into being tho Indian National 
Congress movement bad in tho long end miscarried their expectations in a largo 
measure. 

12. I am tho last mao to ignoro tho honofiis that oven wo flindus reaped from 
tho Indian National Congress movoraant ovon from tho Hindu point of view. It had, 
though only consequentially and without that special und in view, contributed im¬ 
mensely to'tho consolidation of Himiudom as a wholo hv rubbing off thuir provincial, 
linguistic and sectional angularities, divisions and divorsitios, provided thorn with a 
common political platform and animated them with tho consciousness of a common 
National Being with a disHnito common goal of an united and central state. Errors 
that crept in may be rectified but tho good that enmo out need not bo disowned, Nxr 
do 1 dcory the introduction of western education in India. Inspite of the questionable 
intentions of the British in its inception wo Hindus have succeeded in turning tho 
tables in tho long run and are now in a position to givo a good and profitable account 
of our soatact with the West. 

14. But the point to ho specially emphasised here is tho fact that just ns the 
benefit »o Hindus reaped out af our contact with tho west or the reviving English 
oducatioo through the Oovornraent universities, was foNpito of the evil intentions of 
the British Government, oven so (ho good thut accrued to as Hindus contributing 
to rhe further consolidation of our Hindu Nation was not In virtue of the now cult 
of Indian Nationality or tho proolaimod intontioos of tho Indian National Congress 
but inspite of its efforts direct or implied to suppress our racial and religious 
consciousness as Hindus Tho territorial patriots wanted us to ceaso to bo Hindus 
at least as a national and polities) unit, Komo of thorn actually gloried in disowning 
themselves as Hindus at all I They wore moroly Indians, thinking that thoy had set 
a very patriotic example in that which they faneiod would persuade tbo Moslems too 
to renounce thuir communal being and also merge thorns elves in that territorial 
Indian nation boyond recognition. 

15. But the Moslems remained Moslems first and Indians never ! They sat on 
tho fenco as long as tho deluded Hindus kept struggling with tlio British to wrest 
political rights for all Indians alike, going to tho prisons in lacs, to tho Andamans 
tn thousands, tho callows in hundreds. And us soon as the unnrmed agitation 
carried on by tha Congruimito Hindus on tho ouo baud and tho more dreadful and 
more effective life and death strugglo carried on by tho armed Hindu revolutions 
outside the Congress on tho other, brought sufficient presuro on tho British Oovurn- 
ment anti compelled them to hand over sotno substantial political power to the 
Indians, the Moslems jumped down tho fence and claimed “thoy were Indians : 
they must have their pound of flesh ! I" Till at Inst things cumo to such n pass 

ii ■ t ,t0 I' 0Stt ' te , divide India itself into two parts—tho Moslom India and 
•in ID ' r r ,a ' ,!a, « Dt! y put forward, and thuir roadmens to ally themselves 
wiln oon-lntlmn Moslem nations against tho llindus was avowed by no loss a ro* 
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presentative Moslem body than the Moslem league. This was the sorry fate of 
the hope* of these Hindu patriots who from the best of motives bnt with a thought¬ 
less belief and tie blindest of policies persisted in their efforts of eoosolidatics; all 
Indians into one undivided and Indivisible Indian nation, irrespective of religions, 
races and cultures based onlj on the common bond of a territorial unity ! 

18. What wan then the root caose which bronchi about this miserable failure 
of the efforts of the Co caress doting the last fall 50 years to placate the Moslems to 
allow themselves to be merged into an united Indian Nation ? To persuade them 
to be, at any rate, Indiana first and Moslems afterwards ? Not that the Moslems do 
not hie to form an nailed Indian nation. But their conception of unity, national 
unity of India is not based on her territorial unity at all. If any Moslem 
had given out their mind and in the most intelligible terms possible, it was 
Ali Jlusaliar, the leader of the Mopla rebellion. In justification of his atrocious 
campaign of forcibly converting thousands of Hindus or potting them to sword- 
women, men. children at a stroke, he proclaimed that India must be nailed into a 
Nation and the only way to bring about lasting Hindu Moslem unity could not be 
other than that all Hindus should become Moslems t Those Hindus who refused 
to do were traitor* to the cause of Indian unity and deserved death ! 1 Thus the 
unsophisticated A ft Masaliar spoke bluntly in his mother tongue : Polished Moslems 
like Mahomed Ali and others speak in elegant Latin and Greek, bnt the purport is 
the same. Not territorial unity but it is the religious, racial and cultural unity that 
counts most in the formation of a National unit. Congress failed to realise this and 
this was the root cause of its failure in this matter. 

Congress committed the serious mistake at its very start of overlooking this 
fundamental social and political principle that in the formation of Nations, religious, 
racial, cultural and historical affinities oounted immensely more than their territorial 
unity, the fact of having a common habitat. That alone is one of the factors but in 
almost all cases cannot be the only factor. The example of England and some other 
European national units which put the Hindu founders of the Indian National 
Congress on the wrong track and as we have eaplained above in the section 8 of 
this address, were not rightly understood. England has not grown into Such an 
homogenous national unit only because it is a clear cut territorial unit Their 
territorial patriotism is not the cause but a consequence of their other social and 
political affinities. England for example was as clear cat a territorial unit in days 
gone by. But when their religions susceptibilities were highly irritable the English 
Catholics and Protestant* felt themselves drawn more to their respective co-religion¬ 
ists outside England than their own countrymen inside it The English Catholics 
cared more for the Pope in Rome than their Protestant English Sovereigns in 
England. The English Protestants invited William from Holland to rule over them 
instead of an Eoglish King of Roman Catholic pessuation. Take again the case of 
Holland. The Hollanders inspite of their territorial unity, during the Religious phase 
of their history, could not be united into a homogenous cation. The Catholic 
Hollanders joined Spain agues t their own Protestant Prince William of Orange. 
Tale the case of Austria—Hun gary. There was nothing nofable to divide them 
territorially. They were welded together into an imperial unit and continued to be a 
political unit under a common state for centuries. But here (here were no racial, 
cultural, linguistic or historical affinities to draw them towards each other as to be a 
nation in heart. So they separated as national and political units as soon as 
favourable opportunities arose. 

Nor could it be said “Oh this your racial end religious bosh fs already a thing 
of the past. The world is grown wiser since. No up to date man cares a fig for 
them to day,” To this common place exclamation we rejoin : Are the Hindu and 
Moslem Indians more up to date than the Germans or the Irish of today? Are not 
the latter amongst the most advanced, educated and up to date nations of the world ? 
But do you find that territorial unity counts with the Germans or the Irish more 
even today than the affinities of a com man race, language, culture or history ? 

Taz Latest Cases oe the Eccetak Gibjuks asd Clstxejtss 

The Sudeten Germans and say tho PruEsian Germans knew no common 
political nationality for a long period. They wore not a common people as a 
state. When the enemies of Germany fa it her bard they cut her into pieces and 
created a patchwork of a “Nation” ard rftrpatstd it iulo a territorial unit 
called Czechoslovakia, making a mess ol the Endtian Germans, Poke, Hungarians, 
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Czechu, PloTftkea etc. Did they form a Nation ? Sudeten Germans longed to 
be one with the Pruseinn Germans inspire of their being mapped out of it a* 
s territorial unit and revolted against ibo Czechs who were their neat door 
neighbours inapito of their being mapped together into n territorial and political 
unit and went over to tho Prussians even at tho riik of their life—why 1 
Not because the Sudctan Germans bad a more definite territorial affinity with 
the Prussian Germans than they bad with the Czech* or Slovaks but because 
they had linguistle, cultural, racial and historical nflintties with the Germans in 
Germany and gloried in being a part and parcel of the German people. Note oo 
the other band that the German Jews had been not only inhabiting the German 
land for centuries together with Germans, bound together with the Germans by 
the common bond of a territorial unit, but bad been actually incorporated into 
a common state, were actually Germans in political pnrlaiiec, exercised equal 
rights ns citizens of Germany— nay dominated tho German Slate aa numbers 
of the Notional German legislature and executive. 

Take again tho Irish case. Ireland and England were a polHienl unit and 
continued to havo a common state and a commoa Parliament for centuries together. 
The English lived in Ireland for generations inlcrmarrying, interdining, speaking 
the same tongue English. Tho Ulsterite English and the Irish have the common 
bond of territorial unity and a distinctly marked out Ireland as a common 
country. Their religion too is common. Nor is Ireland a very big continental 
territorial unit. It is hardly as big as a presidency in India. But did all theae 
common factors mould the English and tbn Irish into a common nation ? No, 
neither in Ireland nor in Great Britain. The Irish rcvoltrd, despised tho imperial 
advantages. They hod in common with the English revived their own Irish 
longue which was well nigh dead and organized a separate Irish Nations! state. 
The Dlslerite English on tho contrary refused to havo any National relation 
with her next door Irishman with whom he has lived for centuries and pines for 
his union with bis English brethren whoso face ha might have never soon and who 
reside seas opart from him. Why V Because between the Irish and tho English the 
want of common racial, cultural and historical affinities repulses each other more 
than a mere territorial unity oaa attract. 

It 19 NOT ONLY A POLITICAL FACT 11UT A HUMAN ONE 

17. These few illustrations even of uptodats nations will show that lo almost all 
citses a tommon lemtorinl unit, a common habitat cannot by itself weld peoples 
differing in religions, racial, cultural and such other affinities into a national unit. 
It is not only a political foot but a human ono that religious, racial, cultural, 
linguistic or historical affinities make man fuel more akin to each othor lliso tho 
only fact of their residing in a commun habitat unless that is au addition 
to these common ties. This tendency of peonies having these 
affinities to form themselves into a group or into a nation and not by tho mere fact 
of being mapped together lias its roots deep down in human or ovon animal nature. 
But wo are not called upon hero to go into Buy psychology of it. Suffice it to say that 
the efficient factor that constitutes people into so organic nation is their will to 
b« one homogenous national unit. And this will is reduced by such of those affi¬ 
nities as we havo indicated above far more eminently and intensely than by the 
mere fact of their residing in a common country. ' 

18, Havo the Indian Moslems, then, that will to bo one with the Hindus 7 
That is tho question of questions and tbo congressilo Hindus in the beginning 
of the Indian National movement never waited a minute to ponder over it nor do 
they oven to-day lake it into their lie,ad even during the interval whoa they adjourn 
tho National Congress for hours in deference to the {lesions prayer times. It is useless 
simply fo declare the Moslem League communal. That is no news. The faot is that the 
whole Moslem community is communal including the Congressito Moslems. Tbo ques¬ 
tion that ought to ba understood is why are they so communal ? Tho Coegressite 
Iitndus from the very beginaiug simply duro not study that question. Because they 
fear that such a study would compel their fad of a territorial Nationality, of Indian 
unity m a si-nse they tinderstaitd it, to give up the ghost “Fanaticism-tolly”. You 
exclaim i But Fanaticism or Folly—it is to Clio moslems a solid fact. And you 
cannot got over it by catling it names but must face it as it stands. To my miod 
tor reasons alluded to above, It is quite human for the Moslems to bear instinctive 
apathy to tbo idea of a territorial .nationality, as envisaged by the Congtessites who 
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in general are totally ignorant of Moslem history, theology and political trend of 
mind. This antipathy of tho Indian Moslems cou bo seon through right perspective 
if you boar at lonat the following faota in miod. 

(a) The Moslems ia general and Indian Moslems in particular have not as yet 
grown out tho historical stage of intense religiosity and the theological concept of 
state. 

(b) Tlioir theology and theocratical politics divido the hotnan world into two 
groups only : Tho Moslem land and tho enomy land. Ail lands which are either 
entirely inhabited by the Moslems or are ruled over by the Moslems are Moslem 
lands. All lands which are mostly inhabitod by non-Moslems or are ruled over by 
n non-Moslem power are enemy lands and no faithful Moslem is allowed to boar 
any loyalty to them and is called upon to do everything in his power by policy or 
force or fraud to convert tho Non-Moslem there to Moslem faith, to briog about its 
political conquest by a Moslora power. It Is no good quoting sentences here or 
there from Moslem hooks to prove tho contrary. Read the whole book to know iU 
trend. And again it is not with books that we' are concerned here. It is wilh the 
followers of the books and how they translate them in practice. You will then see 
that tho whole Moslem history and their daily actions aro framed on tho design I 
Imvo outlined abovo. Consequently a territorial patriotism is a word unknown to the 
Moslem—nay is tabooed, unless in connection with a Moslem territory. Afghans can 
bo patriots for Afghanistan is a Moslem territory to-day. But an Indian Moslem—if 
be Is a real Moslem and they are intensely religious as a people—cannot faithfully 
bear loyalty to India as a country, as n nation, as a state, booause it is to-day “An 
Enemy laud” and doubly lost for non-Moslems sro iu a majority hero and to boot 
it Is not ruled by nuy Moslem power, Moslem sovereign. 

(c) Add to this that of all non-Moslems the Hindus are looked upon as the most 
damned by Moslem theologians. For Christians and Jews are after all “Kitabis”, 
having tho holy books partially in common. But the Hindus aro totally “Kalira”, 
as a consequence their land ‘•Hindustan” is proemineently an ‘Enemy Laud” as long 
as it is not ruled by Moslems or all Hindus do not embrace Islam. This is tho 
religions mentality of the ludino Moslems who still lire and move and have their 
being in religiosity. There aro some of them like Mahomed Ali and others who in 
their individual capacity are not so rehgious-mioded but who nevertheless encourage 
mentality in thoir masses as a very suitable political, racial and cultural weapon. 
What wonder then that the Moslem League should openly declare its intention to 
join hands with nou-Iodiaa alien Moslem countries rather than with Indian Hindus 
ia forming a MoBlem Federation V They could not be accused from their point or 
view of being traitors to Hindus thou. Ihusr conscience was clear. They never 
looked upon our today’s '‘Hindustan'’ as their country. It is to them already 
an alien land, an enemy land. 

(dj This is Iho religions and living mentality of the Moslems, Consequently 
their political and cultural mentality also is essentially anti-Hindu nad is bound to 
be so as long as they oontinuo to be Moslems aud 'the faithful.” They are vividly 
conscious of tho fact that they entered India as conquerors aud subjected the 
Hindus to their rule. They are also gifted with a curious memory that is supremely 
oblivious of ali events which remind them of their defeats and discomfitures. They 
will never remember that tho Hindus beat them like n chip in hundred battle¬ 
fields in India and had in the long rnn fiecd all India from the Moslem yoke and 
re-established Hindu pad-padshohi as indicated above in section 6 of this address. 
They know, they form a powerful minority in India. Thuir population is growing 
in every successive census report. AVhat is to be especially noted by our Hindu 
Baoghatanists party is tho fact that some of onr Hindu superstitions and suioidal 
social customs liko the untouchnbiiity, the ban on sbudhi, on widow remarriages etc. 
offer them a fertile field for Moslem proselytisation and conversion. So under 
the present circumstances they rightly hope to increase their population and decrease 
the Hindus with equal rapidity. They kuow that the British aro sure for a long 
lime to come to offer them every facility and help to strengthen tho Moslem position 
against the Hindus whoso rise and political ambitions the British whole-heartedly 
dread. They aro also sure that the Coogrossito Hindus in their pursuit of the silly 
fad of bringing about a Hiadu-Moslem unity in India based on the impossible 
common bond of a territorial unity only are certain to yield to Moslem demands 
with an amount of Moslem browbeating as regards weightoges, special aud larger 
representation, etc. and especially in suppressing the Hindu tjanghathan movement 
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(hat is at present the only (born in their sides. They realize that in the Indian 
Army nml the aimed Police they, tlio Moslems, in spite of tlieir being in minority 
nro aheady tho predominant factor holding some CO por eent jobs. With ali these 
factors in tboir favour they nro fully confident wisely or unwisely, that in case tho 
British are overpoworod in some hip world war the Moslem wish the help of the 
Non-Indian Moslem poweru liordoriitg our country may snatch out tho jsditieal 
sovereignty of India out of British hands and re-establish a Moslem empire here. 
Then alone they can mid will love India as their own country, ns a “Moslem land'’ 
and sing wholeheartedly by themselves "Bharat hnmara Desli hai !!’’ or '‘Ilindusthan 
hamarn desh hai". But till' I lieu it must rtmain “un enemy land" to tho Moslem— 
to tho Faithful. 

1 wish tho British also to take a serious noto of the fart indicated at the close of 
this fast paragraph and curtail their policy of encouraging Moslems too much in their 
anti-Hindu activities. In view of tho open declaration of tho Moslem League to divide 
India into two parts, inviting tho alien Moslem nation from outside India to form a 
Moslem Federation and raise an Independent Moslem Kingdom in India, the British 
also should think twice before they trust tlioir “favoured wife" loo much just to spite 
the Hindus. Tho intrigues in Moslem history are all well known and the British 
RKiy find in the end that in their attempt to euenurago the Moslem separation move¬ 
ment just to spite tho Hindus the British have but succeeded in spiting themselves. 
Nevertheless that concerns tho British and they can toko care of themselves. What 
concerns us Hindus is tho find that we get determined not to play the part of an 
handmaid either to tho British or to tho Moslems but aro masters in our own house, 
Ilindusthan, tho land of tho lliudus. 

Wim mis Esi) is view un at should bk otm Immediate Pmoiusime V 

19. Knowing it then for certain that the Indian Moslems, for reason* some of 
wh cli are referred to above, are about tho last puoplo to join tho Hindus in forming 
any common political Nation on equal footing in India based on tho only common 
bond of our territorial unity, out «f a merely territorial Indian Patriotism, lot us 
Hindu sinighatanists first correct the original mistake, tho original political sin which 
our Hindu Congressites most unwillingly summit ted nt tho beginning of the Indian 
National Congress movement and are persistently committing still of running after tho 
mirage of a territorial Indian Nation mid of scelting to kill ns no impediment ip that 
fmitl-ss pursuit tho lovegrowth of an organic Ilijnlu Nation. Lot us Hindus resume 
tho thread of onr national lifo where, ns I have shown in section 7 of this address 
our grand father left it ut the fall of our Mnratim and SikJi Hindu Empires. The 
life and organic growth of the self-conscious Hindu Nation that was stuldonly struck 
with no atropiiy of self-forgetfulness must again In; revived, resurrected. Let us 
therefore boldly rcproclnitn even in tho words of Oovindrao Kale who wrote them ho 
early as in 1793 in his Inner quoted in section 6 above that the land which extends 
from the Indus to the Southern (teas is Jlindnsthnn—the land of tho Ilindim and we 
Hindus arc the Nation that owns it. If you call it an Indian Nation it is merely an 
English synonym for tho Hindu Nation. To us Hindus Hindusthau and India mean 
one and the same th ug. We are Indiana because wo aro Hindus and vico versa. 

Yes, wo Hindus are a Nation by ourselves. Because, religious, racial, cultural, 
historical hflinili-s bind us intimately into an homogenous nation and added to it wo 
aro most pre-eminimtly gifted with a territorial unity as wolf. Our racial being is 
identified with India—Uttr beloved Fatherland and our Holy land, above rill and irres¬ 
pective of it all wo Hindus will bo n Nation and Ihoroforo wo aro a Nation. Nano 
has a right to challenge or demand a proof of our common nationality whon some 
thirty crorvB of us nro with it. 

It is absurd to call u» a community in India. Tho Oermans aro tho nation in 
Germany and the Jews a community. Tho Turks aro the Nation in Turkey and the 
Arab or the Armenian minority community. _ Even so Iho Hindus aro the nation in 
ludis, in Hiiiduathau, and tho Moslem minorities a community, 

Itcferrirg to tho Sndctan Germans tho teadars of tho Moslem League threatened us 
tho other day at their Karachi Session that if their demands in overriding tho Hindus 
ore not granted in India they would play tlm part of tho Sudotan Germans aod cal! in 
their Moslem coreligionist powers across tho boidor insido India to their help as tho 
Hud-fan Get maos called tho Gormans in Sudetan. To that threat I retort that our 
friends in the Moslem Jg-agua should not cry till they are out of the woods. They 
should nmember that thuir illustration cuts both ways, II thoy grow stronger they 
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can play (he part of the Sudetan Germans alright. But if wc Hindus in India grow 
stronger in time Moslem friends of the league type will have to play the part of 
(lerman Jews instead, We Hindus have tanght the Shakes and the Hans already to 
play that part pretty well. So it is no use bandying words till the test comes. The 
taste of the padding lies in tho eating. 

IsDUs Nanosiiasst also ts CoiliiuSiUsM rjf Relation to Hra amity 

20. If to such an oafspoken attitode of being a Hindu Nationalist on your part, 
and Indian Nationalist of the Congress raises the objection *0&, but do yon not see 
how narrow-minded it is to think of Hindus and Moslems, this race or religion and 
that in a separate mood ? Man to man wo all are one. Let ns think of universal 
brotherhood alone". 

Then inquire of him in return “brother, universal brotheihood wo Hindus adore 
even to a fault. But will you tell ns, oh Indian Nationalist, why you think of this 
nation and that, why think of an Indian Nationality in a separata! mood ? Is it 
because India is a territorial unit ? But then there are other territorial units in 
world. Why aro you an Indian patriot and not an Abyssinian one and go there and 
fight for Ihoir freedom ? It is precisely because by company and education you feel 
yourselves more akin to the Indian people in virtue of racial or religious or cultural 
affinities than you feel at homo with other nationalities—although you may not be 
aware of this reason verily you worship a gol you know Dot. Nor you know that 
Indian or any patriotism cannot but bo communal in relation to humanity ; for, 
nationality is as strong a principle of human division as is racial or religious or 
cultural community. 


Hindu Nationalists should sot at all bf. Apologetic to nnso Called 
Bison CevtiuNAUSTS f 

21. The fact is that Nationalism and commnnalism are themselves either equally 
justifiable and human or not. Nationalism when it is aggressive is as immoral in 
human relation ns is communalism when it tries to suppress the equitable rights of 
oilier communities and tries to usurp ail to itself. But when communalism is 
only defensive, it is as justifiable and human as an equitable nationalism itself. The 
Hindu nationalists do not aim to usurp what belongs to others. Therefore, even if 
fiiL-v be called Hindu communalists they aro justifiably so and are about the only 
real Indian Nationalists. For, a real and justifiable Indian Nationalism must be 
equitable to all communities that compose tho Indian Nation. But for the same 
reason tho Moslems alone aro commnoalists in an unjustifiable antinational and 
treacherous sense of the terra. For it is they who want to usurp to themselves 
all that belongs to others. The Indian National Congress only condemns itself as an 
antinational body when it calls in the same breadth the Hindu Mahasabha and the 
Moslem League as bodies equally communal in tho reprehensible and treacherous 
sense of that term. Consequently, if to defend the just and equitable rights of 
Hindus in tbeir own land is communalism then we are communalists par excellence 
and glory in being tho most devoted Hindu communalists which to us means being 
the truest and tho most equitable Indian Nationalists. 

22 Having determined then once for all to revive tho concept of an Organic 
Hindn Nation and regenerate its lifegrawth as the first item of our immediate 
programme tho second and consequent item must be to review every action and every 
event in public life from the only stmdpoint of Hindu interests without mincing 
matters at all. From the local details of tho music and mosque questions right np to 
the question of Indian Federation and from the internal Indian political policy to our 
foreign and international policy and relations wo shall openly and separately take 
up a stand as Hindus and support, oppose or Uka every stop in tho interests of 
Hindudom alone. Our politics henceforth will be purely Hindu politics fashioned and 
tested in Hindu terms only, in such wise as will help the consolidation, Freedom and 
Life-growth of our Hindu Nation. 

2d. The third item in our immediate programme will be a redeclaration of our 
attjtnde to the question of Indian Unity even in its territorial aspect, in its owa 
interest the Hindu Nation does not shut tho door to any possibility of ao united 
Indian Nation, provided it is based on an equitable and equal footing. The Hindus 
will ever be ready to grant equal rights and representation to all mioor communities 
in India in legislature and services, civil and political life in proportion to the popu- 

42 
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lation and merit. The Hindus although they arc in overwhelming majority, will 
waive their right ot elaimitig any preferential treatment, and special prerogative 
which in fact in every other nutfon are duo to tho major community. Bet tha 
Hindus will never tolerate tho absurd ansi tlie nuheared of claim of tho minorities 
ty have any preferential treatment, Wuightagos or special favours, over aud above 
what tho major community obtains. Tho Hindu nation will go so far os to accept tho 
equitable notional principle of “into man one volo" Irrespective ot religion or raco or 
culture in the formation of b common ludion Htnto. liut it shall knock on the head 
any political demnud that claims "enu Moslem three votes" and “three Hindus one 
vote If” or any culture! demand that antagonises or insults or suppresses Hindu culture 
in its historical, linguistic, religious or racial nspoot. Tho minorities will lie free to 
follow their religion, speak their language. develop!) tlioir culture amongst themselves 
provided it does not infringe on the equal rights of others or is not opposed to public 
peace and morality. If tho Moslems join ns on those equilnblo conditions and hear 
undivided loyalty to the Indian White mid tho Indian State nlono wull and good. Other¬ 
wise our formula holds good. “If yon come, with you, if you don't, without you ; 
but if you oppose, inspito of you, wo Hindus will light out the good battle of achie¬ 
ving the independence of India aud herald tho rebirth ol a free and mighty Hindu 
Nation in near future I" 

24, Our foreign policy also will bo guided from an outspoken & unalloyed Hindu 
point of viow. Ail those nations who arc friendly or likely to be helpful to Hindu 
nation will ho our friends and ailies. All those who oppose tho Hindu Nation or aro 
likely to ondaugur Hindu interests will bo opposed by us. All those who do neither 
wo will observe a policy of neutrality toward* thum, irrespective of any political ism 
they choasti to follow for themselves. No academic A empty slogans of domoeiucy 
or Nazism or Fascism eau be tho guiding principle of our foreign policy. Iliudu 
interests alone will be our tost. No more “Kliilrifats" or “Palestine uhits” can dupo 
us into suicidal sympathies and complications. Our relations with England also will 
be guided by tho Name Hindu policy, having tho absolulo political independence of 
tho Hindu Nation in viow, 

2C», Towards tho minorities our attitude under the present circumstances must to 
differential. The Hindu will assure thum all that we hate nono, neither (ho Moslems 
nor Christians nor the Indian Europeans but honouforth wo shall take good care to 
see that uone of them dares to hate ur belittle tho Hindus either, amongst tho 
minorilies, or these latter. 

The Funes are by race, religion, language, culture most akin to us. They huvo 
gratefully been loyal to India and have made her their only homo. They have pro¬ 
duced some of the best Inman patriots and revolutionists like Hilda Ilhai and Mud am 
Ca:na, They will have to be and there fore shall ba incorporated into the common 
Indian Biolu with porfuctly equal rights & trust. 

The Christian minority is civil has no uxtraturrltoriai political designs against 
India, is not linguistically and culturally nvorse to tint Hindus and therefore oun bo 
politically assimilated with us. Only in religion thny differ from ns and are a pro¬ 
selytising church. Ho in that matter alone tho Hindus must bo on their guard and 
give tho missionaries no blind latitude to carry on tlioir activities beyond voluntary 
and legitimate conversion. The Hindus also must continue to reconvert tho Christians 
and carry on tho Hhuddhi movement on tho same voluntary and legitimate basuB, It 
is only in our Travancoro state that the Christians siiom to cherish sumo political 
design against the Hindu stata and it is only there that we shall have to treat them 
with some political distrust by not allowing them too much latitude in the stute of 
affairs and offices, till they too ceaso to bo political suspects to tho Hindus as the 
Christiana in olbur parts of Judia have eoasud to be. 

As to tiio JEWS in India, they nro, too, liavo givon us no political or cultural 
trouble and are not in the main a proselytising people, they will he friendly towards 
the Hindus who have sheltered thum whoo homeless and can bo oosily assimilated 
in a common Indian stale. Hut this fact must not land oa again into tho suicidal 
generosity our forefathers had beau guilty in other casus of' inviting colonics of 
non-Hindus to India, With overy sympathy with the Jews outside India, tho 
Hindus therefore oppose the present congressitu proposal of inviting or allowing any 
new Jewish colony to settle in India. India must io a Hindu land,’reserved fur tho 
Hindus. While our own Hindu over-population In some parts of India is hard pressed 
to find land for extension, hew absurd it is to invite non-Hindu colonies to sotlio 
our thinly populated parts I How ridiculous it is to find some congrossites preach- 
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ing birth control to restrict our own population in order to avoid over-crowding and 
start straightaway to invito Jewish ealooius to settle in India. Wo must exhort our 
esteemed Diwan of Koehia ia particular to taka a leaf oat of tho history of Tra- 
vancnro and sot his faco sternly against any proposal or outside pressure to allow the 
alien Jews to colonise tho Lands in Kochio. 

Ro far as tho Moslem minority ia ooncernod I have already dealt with it at 
length. In short wo must watch it in all its aclionB with the greatest distrust 
jKissible. (.framing on tho one hand every equitable treatment which an Indian 
citizen can claim in an equality of footing with other, we must sternly refuse 
them miy the least preferential treatment in Bny sphere of life, religious cultural or 
political. Not only wliito wo are engaged in our struggle for liberating India but 
even after India ia free wo must took upon them as suspicious friends and take great 
cate to see that (he northora frontios of India are well guarded by staunch and 
poworful Hindu forces to avoid the possiblo danger of tho Indian Moslems going 
over to tho alien Moslem natious aoross the Indus aud betraying our Hindus to 
our Nt>o*IIiudu foes. 

Bin now io Brut hie Cat 

2C>. While listening to all this and agreeing with me in toto as to the efficacy of 
this Hindu policy in future, every Hindu Sanghatanist here must have been weighed 
down with the single question “But how arc we to boll the cat ? How to raise 
ways and meins to put this policy ioto practice ? How are we to enable ourselves 
to bo in so strong a position as to shape events to our liking in face of tho over- 
whelming predicament and powerlessness in which the Hindu Saoghatanist movement 
is stuck to-day ?" I toll you, don't bo downhearted. The most efficient weapon is 
already lying close at your hand ; only stretch out your hand in the right direction 
anil you grasp It. Lot us just begin at tho beginning and capture tho political power 
that obtains in Indian to-day. 

27. If but tbo Hindu Ranghataoisls capture the seats that are allotted to the 
Hindus under the present constitution in Municipalities, Boards and Legislatures you 
will find that a sudden lift is given to the Hindu movement so as to raise it to an 
incredible power in relation to ynur present alrouod helplessness, “it is a bigger 
order still ! yon may explain : Mow are wo to capturo even that political power 
which is allotted to the Hindus to-day ? in a lit of self-forgctfnlness it is we Hindus 
who restgued that power into tho hands of the Congressites. It is true we Hindus 
made the Congress what it is. But it has now suddouly tnrned against ns who 
raised it to a position of power over some sevoa provinces io India ! Now the very 
concept of a Hindu Nation stinks in its nostrils, it has already declared the Hindu 
Mahasahhii a communal and reprehensible body and ordered a millions of Coogressite 
Hindus not to have anything to do with it. It may bo that one of these days it may 
proclaim the Hindu Baughatao movement itself as an act of high treason against the 
Congress faf of an Indian territorial Patriotism. But it is now grown too strong 
for us to dislodge it from its position and compel it to yield back the political power 
which as of a right was due to us Hindus alouo I” 

I kuow that the difficulty stares every Hindu Saoghataoist to the face all over India. 
It is true that tho Congress looks to-day like a visitable anti-Hindu tower of strength— 
but I assure you it is a plained one I Approve the canvass and you will hud it 1! 

Let tub Hindu Sanouatax Boycott the Conoress and it wili, cose to 
its Senses in no Time ! ! 

28. Before wo proceed to indicate tho easiest remedy to capturo the political 
power and disable the Congress from doing anv practical harm to the Hindu 
tgangliatao movement, let us declare in unmistakable terms that wo are not out to 
spite the Congress Institution itself nor th# leaders aud followers thereof. Mr, 
Jinnali is quite correct in stating that tho Congress has been since its inception down 
to this day a Hindu body manned mostly by the Hindu brains, Hindu money, and 
Hindu sacrifice. Even today some of them are uoblo patriots. They are erring but 
cannot be wicked and almost all of them are our own kith and kin. The few 
Moslems there, although they are allowed to boss tbo Congress policy at times 
through tbo suicidal folly of tbo Hindu leaders, are but nonentities, are kept there 
merely as figureheads to run tho poor show of an ‘united Indian nation’. We are out 
not to spite the Congress as au institution but to chastise its anti-Hindu policy, to 
cure it of tho tnlolerablo hvpocraey which ia all the more harmful for its strutting 
about under tho mark of Truth, Truth absolute and nothing but truth, with its lathi 
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charges and English bayonet 5 ; going nearly band in hand with oon-vioSeoco, noa-vio- 
Jeoco absolute nnd nothing but noo-violonoo in thought, word and deed !! 

So under the present circumstance the Congress has compelled us to disown it 
nnd divert it of nil power to represent the Hindus in any aspect or capacity whatso¬ 
ever. They have foolishly challenged the Hindu community ami the Hindu Muha- 
sabha and we must take up the challenge. 

Just think, oh Hindu Hnnghataiiists, on what meat does this congress feed that it 
has grown so great V Only remember that the Congress draws ail its supplies, men, 
money and votes, from ths Hindus. Then out oft those supplies and the position 

which tho Congress has taken against the Hindus and which seems to be so 
impregnable will be untenable in no time. 

All the national importance and political power that tho Congress has come to 

wield today in India and tho ministries and majorities it holds in legislatures are hut 
derived from the Hindu Electorate. 1'ho Congressito Hindu cannot get a single 
Mahomedan vote, for the constitution itself is oommnimt. Tho Mohomedans can vote 
only for a Mohomedan, tho Chrisitnus for a Christian mid so on. Tho Congressites, 
and they are mostly Uindtis, can but got them elected to the legislatures, boards and 
municipalities, on the strength of tho Hindu votes. If the Hindu mako it a point 
not to vote for a Congress ticket, then V Not a single congressman cao bo returned 

to either a local body or a legislature ! They stand on Hindu shoulders as Hindu 

candidates nod as soon as thoy raise themselves to those high places they kick the 
Hindus back, disown tho Hindus, uall Hindu organizations as communal and therefore 
reprehoosibly botray Hindu interests at ovory turn but keep dancing attendance on 
tho Moslem LeBgue. Hut if you withdraw your shoulder, your support, then V 
You will tied that tho political power and public importance of the Coagsess as dead 
as a door nail. 


They call themselves Indian Nationalists, Hut ovory stop they taka Is communal. 
Thoy have guaranteed special protection to minorities, Moslems, Christians, 

Europeans ole. Is that Iudinu Nationalism ? A true Indian Nationalist must know 
nothing of Moslems nnd Hindu minorities nnd majorities. To him nil must he 

Indians only. Why they then tnko cognisance of communities, religious or racial, 
in India ? And if thoy can take cognisanco of tho communal minorities then why 
they fight so shy to tako cognisanco of the major community tho Hindu, or call 
those who do so ns reprehensible commuimlists V N«y more : A true Indian Nationa¬ 
list if honest will never go abegging for votes from a constituency which is opuuly 
tabulated ns general that means non-Moslem, non-Christian oto. that is, an electorate 
which is not national. A truly ludian National electorate cannot bo divided ns 

Moslem ono and Nan-Moslem ono or Christian oao, and Non-Christian ona, special 
and general. A truly Indian National olootorato must ho only au “Indian Electorate"', 
pure and simple without tho least mention of tho ifnnaiional, unreasonable 

difference of race or religion. If our congressites are truo and coDsctontious Indian 
Nationalists thoy ought to refuse forth with to stand as candidates to elections under 
this communal electoral roll and resign tlioir scuts forthwith which are tainted with 
these communal labels, Is there a single CongroBH Minister or mombor ready to 
resign and run that ordcul : None, none I Next election when they corao to your 
Hindu doors to h>'g for votes tell them in all honesty A humility ‘Sirs Congressmen, 
you are Iudinu Nationalists ; but I am a Hindu aud, this is an Hindu Electorate, 
Than how can you accept a voto so tainted by communal mm. I’leaso go to a truly 
‘Indian N'ntionalifit olactoralo’ to beg of votes whoreovor you may liud it, and if you 
lied it nowhere in the world today please wait till a pure and simplo and truly 
‘Indian ideaforaiu' comes into being 1 Do you think you will find a dozen congress 
candidates honest enough to do so V None, none 1 


Then again every candidate uodor tho present constitution lias to write his 
religion and oven casts. Then only can ho ba drafted out to soparato electorates, 
Hindus, Moslems, Christians otc. These Congress candidates in the election season 
quietly write dawn their community as Hindus i Thoy taarkud down Hindu homes 
oven according to castes, Hralimaus, Mornlhas, Bhangi* etc. and then allot their 
candidates according to tlioir caste* to tho caste voters so that ho may pool up 
larger votes. 1 tiny appeal even to canto prido and cost© hatred. In tho eleotional 
season they are communalists of tho worst typo. Hut as soou as tho election season 
is over tho t>iugres» candidates don on again his Indian National robes and hits 
jack the very Hindu who paid him his voto as a Hindu that it is a shame for a 
Hindu to call himself a Hindu and to bo a mombor of Hiudu MahaBabha. 
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But if you ones make It quite clear that you as Hindus arc not going to vote 
for any such seasonal Hindu Hut only for a Hindu who is born and bred and means 
to continue to turn to his Hindu race oven after the election season is over 
and if onco these gontlemeu know for certain that they can nover be elected on 
Hindtis votes unless they aro mombers of tho Hindu Mahasabha—what do you think 
will happen ? I assure you that 75 percent of these Indian Nationalists will vie with 
each oihnr to resistor thomsolves as members of tho Hindu Mahasabha overnight and 
vow to bo Hindus ovon fanatically throughout thoir lifo ; rather than loose a chanoa 
of being members and ministers and sombodios is the Government Secretariats ! 

Then the only way which ss also unbelievably easy, not only to chastise the 
Congress Nationalist fad but oven to raiso Hiodudom to uuoalculably and powerful 
position in tho laud at a stroke is under the present oircumstaceos this : 

(t) Boycott tho Congress ; (2) Don't vote for the Congress ticket; (3) and vote 
only for a confirmed and merited Hindu Nationalist. 

39. Lot no Hindu Saoghatnnist pay a single farthing or lend a single member or 
register a singlo vote for the Congress ticket. Wo know by experience that oven a 
staunch Hindu has to act against Hindu interests as soon as ho is tainted by a 
Congress ticket under tho Congress discipline and for the selfish fear that ho would 
otherwise lose his job. Wbon once the cougrossites knew that the Congress cap 
or ticket is at a serious discount In the Hindu market, is no royal road to the con- 
cils or local bodies you will find that tho Hindu caps will sell "like hot cakes and 
Hindu Sabha tickets will rise io an nnsupplynblo demand t 

30. In a nut-sholl the position is this : there is a Moslem electorate to protect the 

Moslem interests. Thorn is a Hiodu electorate in fact, though it is named to spito 
tho Hindus as “ganoral,” whioh wo can nso to protect tho Hindu interests. The 
Moslem being in majority in some three provinces they took good caro to see that only 
these Mostoms wore elected on thoir votes who pledge openly to save Moslem 
interests alone. Wo Hindus aro in majority in soma sovon provinces. Wo still 
handed over oar votes to those some of whom blatantly proclaimed they were not 

Hindus at all Rnd all of whom promised that they were not going to safeguard 

tho special interests of Hindus, not even the just and equitable interests of Hindus as 
Hindus. Tho rosuit is that even in thoso seven provinces where we aro in majority 
and of course io those throe provinces where Moslems dominate—we Hiodus 
are reduced to bo veritable helots throughout our land. In some cases as 

in Bengal and the Frontier our very life and property stands io hourly danger, 
the honour of womenhood inseenre. Thus we Hindus have been thrown away to the 
windB whatever and not aa unsubstantial political power was won by hard 

struggle carried on and sacrifices undergone by our Hindu patriots and by 
ourselves amongst them for tho last fifty years and more, while the Moslem 
ministers are openly members of the Moslem League, they lead it, they avow to 
be the advocato of Moslem interests even, threaten to 1 ‘satav” the Hindus, frame 
themselves and get passed Government bills to reserve 60 p, c. services for Modems 
in Bengal. But what do the Congrcssito Ministers and members whom Hindu 
electorates sent to the Councils to represent Hindu interests do ? In Bengal, the 
Congress M, L. As practically supported this atrocious Moslem reservation, 
they have acquiesced all over India in tho pro-Moslem communal award—aud 
denounce the Hindu Sabha also for carrying oo agitation with it 11 In every case 
when Hindu interests are threatened by Moslems they have leaned towards the 
Moslems just to parade that they were Indian patriots. Witness the Congress 
attitude with regard the Shohidganj affair, tho Delhi temple struggle, the Nizam 
and the Bhopal questions. But is not such an anti-national pro-moslem attitude 
aiso an act of coromunnlism 7 It is worse on the part of a Congressite who 
got himself elected ou Hindu votes : it is downright treacherous 1 

Fbom a solid Hindu Nationalist Front 

31. The odIv way to chastiBe this anti-Hindu and anti-National policy of tho 
Congress, the best and easiest remedy under the circumstances lies io tho fact 
of forming a Hiodu National Front 1 Let all our Sadhus, Sanatanists, Arya- 
samejiste and tfanghaUmets organizations ali over India make it a point never 
to vote for a Congress eandidato but vote for a Hindu nationalist candidate alone. 
Even today the strength of all these faithful Hindu parties put together cannot 
but be counted in millions. We shall and must succeed in forming majorities io 
almost all provinces where Hindus are in majority. Even if we fail in some cases 
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through (ho lolly of ft number of Hindu rrnepadcs it in still ifuile possible to 
tiepin with, to ritnrn n siifliciciitfy strung niinnriiy of Iliuilu Nationalists to the 
councils in provinces and tin; centre to niiiko it impossible for nny tlovornmont to 
function without gaming the support of our 11 unlit Nationalist parly, fl you 
do 1hi“.—you will hove rial Hindu Ministries, Hindu National Ministries, openly 
avowed to Rnfrpimrtl Hindu iiitcri sis in seven provinces nt n stroke 1 That will 
raise the Hindu pause und the iliuilu Nation immediately to be the greatest 
political power in the land. You will timl its if by a transfer Beene that Hindudom 
has come home, the Hindu Mnliasnbha suddenly lifted out of its present state 
being n persecuted and neglected body mid raised to tin) position of dictator¬ 
ship in shaping the jMiIitical destiny of India. I* very Hindu will raiso his head 

high mill creel, conscious of Ilia importance and assured of the Ooyernment 
hacking he is sure to get in the defetico and assertions of all his legitimate 
rights, religions, racial, cultural. If a Hindu girl is molested in nny part of the 
land by n Moslem guild.! melt a condign puiiishnient will promptly be inflicted 
on him ns to render nil Mostupi guiidns tremble to touch any other Hindu girl tin 
fearfully ns they do in imibstrig un Knglish girl. If any riot on tho part of 

the Moslem fanatics seeks to force the Hindus to forego their civil rights, the 
armed police and the military forces will lie so promptly and vigourousiy made 
to function ngainst the aggressive pnriy that Moslem riots will ho it thing of tho 
past and they will learn to tolerate Hindu music by the public thorough-fail) 

ns kindly ns they do nmv the finvcrnmciit and Knglish bands and processions. 
Tho peasants mid the labourers will get what is duu to them as tho very proof 
r>f national life and industry ami commerce. Hindu l.ingnngo will bo safe, 
Hindu script wilt ho safe, Hindu religion will bo safe, no illegitimate or forceful 
conversion of n Hindu to non-Hindu faiths will bo tolerated for a minute. No 
Hindu advances will be made begging on knees before the Moslems for Unity. Being 
confident in our own Hindu strength to aebitvo Indian Independence through our 
own sacrifice and mrugglo even as wo did In the past our Hindu nationalists 
will be prepared to fight any non-Hindu power that stands In thu way of our 
onward march towards tho achievement of tho independence 0 f lljnduHthan and 
its maintenance against all non-Hindu invasions. The very concept and ideal & 
right nf « powerful Hindu Nation will bring out nil that is best and bravest 
in the Hindu spirit to tho forefront as nothing elso can do. If the Moslems pass 
an net, i.e. in llengtl to reserve fiO p. o, services for Moslems, our Hindu national 
ministries will at nneo get nu art passed in Hindu majority provinces to reserve 
00 p. e. services fur Hindus even where we are only HO p. e, in population, as a 
retrilintory menanre without making way tho least apology for it. When we will 
lie in a position to retaliate thus in this wise and do retaliate the MohIciiib will 
feme to their senses in n day. Wo shall not only save Hindu rights mid honour 
in the Hindu provinces but even in provinces where we Hindus are in minority. 
Knowing that rvery attempt to tyrannise tho Hindus is suro to recoil on 
themselves and react for tho worse on Moslem interests in all India—tho Moslems 
will learn to Inhnvn ns good hoys and it Ik then they will bo anxious to 
open Unify talks nmi knowing they are in a hopeless minority in India and no 
more dreams of mass conversions of Hindus by form and fraud and by kidnapping 
Hindu children in sight—the Moslem* will inevitably and soon bo in a fratno of 
mind to aciinti'Sce in rijuitnlJi! Hindu Moslem unity pacts, 

w V V" in Dtf I’unjati and tho Frontier, have nn allied parly with our Sikh 
Hindu Hunk. Our Sikh Hindus, though they have a separate electorate and rightly so 
under the present circumstances, nro strong enough to defend Hiklt culture and 
honour nmi interests which urn but our own culture and honour and iolcresis 
nnd we will work hand in hand ngainst nil non-Hindu aggressions from outside 
, f 7?* r,, ier. In the Central legislature also tho Hindu Nationalists will compel! 

the toivernmait, If you only return staunch Hindu Nationalist members in 
majority, to take drastic military sleps against litu Frontier Moslem tribes, beat 
tlu m like a chip in tl0 timn nnd render onr Hindu life, and property tliero as siifu 
a* that of the handful of Huropeafis continue to be. In Maharashtra our Hindu 
Nation* 1 parly shall ally itself with the Dimocrats of preneut under that 
. Y J anif»nn of rnminblc and truly National policy—Jomundim Mcbls, 
he emwroi Imder of opposition I)r, Amlndfur nnd in nil other provinces with 
• ,.- v ® m ‘ ‘■'very otto who stands for and in so far us bo elands for snfe- 
nil m ' Hlt ' n ™ national and rnuitaDe interest of Hindus in common with 

all other citizens of India irrespective of race or religion 
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32, Nor need there be any fair of breaking up the soealled united front 
against British Imperialism. The present Congress united front is o feigoed show, 
a bouse of cards. The Hindu National onilcd front will be a realistic, homogeneous, 
the living Front. We shall not only bo able to advance the just interests of 
the Hindu Nation but aide by sido will be in a position with our tquiuble 
and truly Indian National policy—na I bare outlined in section 23 of this address, 
— even to advance the interest of the Indian Nation even in its territorial aense 
also far more rapidly and solidly and vigorously than this present Quixotic 
Congress policy with its proposals of doing away with armed military and 
guarding the frontier* with girl volunteers with ChnrlbaB in tbeir bands can ever 
do 1 Down with all that oonsenso for ever and up with the matter of fact 
ludiau politics and the consequent Hindu Nationalist front. 

Remember, oh Hindus, that in raising the standard of this Hindu Nationalist 
Front, you are exercising but your legitimate constitutional rights and can give 
unjustifiable affront to none. Every Hindu is required by the constitution 
to vote lor whomsoever he hies, rfo long as bayonets do not extort your votes 
against your own will for an anti-Hindu candidate, so long it is the easiest 
and legitimate thing for you to vote lor an Hindu Nationalist, if but every 
Hindu does that easy duty for bis race Uindudom is saved. And if the Hindu 
do not do cvcb that much and determine to commit a cultural and political and 
racial suicide by voting-for an anti-Hindu and unti-Nalional organisation as the 
Congress has grown today iuto one—not even Brahmadeva can save you. 

Then begin, at least you Hindu Sanghalanists who are determined to sec that 
Hiodudom assert itself, begin at onco Rt the beginning, form a united Hindu National 
front under an unalloyed Hindu National Flag and capture the political power that 
even today obtains by voting only for a Uindn Nationalist and yon will see that 
the large part of your present local and detailed grievances dissipate hio a mist at 
the very sight of Hindu Nationalist ministries formed in seven provinces in India 
and at the centre. When you have this much more shall be added up to you and 
ono of these day* you shall hive heralded an independent and strong and mighty 
Hindu Nation which is but tantamount with a mighty fndian Nation based on 
perfect equality of citizenship for all loyal and faithful 1 fndian citizens irrespective 
of race and religion from Indus to the Seas. Remember “chose who have more 
will bo added npto them but those who havu not even that will be taken away from 
them which they have I" This is the inexpugnable law ia this matter of fact world ! 
Capture and Have then Grst thy political power that exists ! Raise the standard of a 
Hindu Nation I Nee to it that India must remain a Hioduslhao Forever: never a 
Pakisihan I—an Anglislhan never never 11! And Jet all India resound with 

Hindu Dhakuiei jay I Hindu Rashtraki jay !l Yasde Matakasi !!! 

Resolutions 

The following is the text of tho lesotutioos passed on the 29th. & 30th. 
December :—■ 

I Condolence 

The Hindu Mahasahha places ou record its deep sense of loss at the sad demise 
of (ij Mahatma Uansraj, iiij Huu'ble G. H, khnpauie, (iii) Pandit Atmaram 
AumKaii, (iv) Dr. iiruji-itdta Nath Seal and (v) Pandit Mahabir Prasad Dwivedi, 
who during their life time served Hindusthan and Hindu cause with great zeal, 

II Fundamental Rtosrrs 

Resolved that a Committee consisting of ono representative from each Province 
and State be elected by tho Members of tho All India Committee of the Hindu 
Mafia Sabha, to consider firstly the advisibility of declaring fundamental rights and 
secondly, if it is in favour of the advisibility of such a declaration, to present a 
deluded draft of such rights to the Hindu Malm Sabha before thy next fission. The 
Committee shall have the powers to co-opt. 

Ill Hyukrahad (Aryan Name Biuoaxaoar) 

(a) In view of tho fact that tho Hindus in the Hyderabad State aro not allowed 
to enjoy religious liberty and other civic, cultural anil political rights and that the 
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Government of H. E. II. tho Nizam has taken no steps to concede the legitimate 
demands of the Hindus in I ho mat (or and has thereby compelled Iho Hindus in and 
outside Hyderabad to resort to Civil Resistance, this Soldi a accords its full support 
to the Civil Resistance Movements started against thu Nizam Government and calls 
upon all Hindus to continue it vigorously and actively, until all tho rights are 
conceded to tha Hindus in accordance with their numerical strength in the State. 

(b) The Malta Sabha condemns the attitude of the Congress authorities in weak¬ 
ening the movemont of Civil Resistance by advising the State Congress to suspend 
their own movement out of fear of Muslim opposition and in once again betraying 
the cause and tho fundamental rights of the Hindus. 

(c> That a Committee bo appointed by tho President of tho Hindu Mnhasahha to 
consider tire ways nod means for supporting these movements of active 
Civil Resistance. 

IV Ahmt asp its Constitution, Etc. 

(i) Whorens at the time ot the real critical emergency very grove and entire 
responsibility for deftmoo of Hiiidtistlian will fall upon tho Hindus alone both in the 
matter of lighting aggression from outside and of quelling tnlernal disturbance, and 
rebellions and also in tho matter of maintaining law and order in tho country. 

(ii) Whereas tho defence organisation of Iliuduslhan in its triple departments 
tho Army the Navy and tho Air force, should bo absolutely self-sufhcient in all its 
details so that in tunes of emergency liindusthan may not bo obliged to look to and 
wait helplessly for assistance to arrive from England which may in all probability 
not arrive nt ail in time. 

Resolved that to avoid suoh a fateful contingency it is high time for tho Govern¬ 
ment (a) to make provision for the establishment of factories and industrial 
establishments for manufacturing in lliudnsthan of Aero and Motor Engines, 
armoured tanks and cars, heavy guns of all sizes of latest types with their 
ammunition and with their research department, etc. (b) to establish immediately a 
Naval College and Air Farce College: (o) to expand tho Indian Military Academy, 
Iluhra I)itn so as to cono with tho demand for completely Indiauising tho Indian 
Army os early as possible not Inter tlinu ID yours, (it) to establish Feeder Military 
School* in various provinces liku tho Dhonsla Military School, Nosik, and to subsidise 
them : (e) tn expand tho Indian Territorial Forces including tho University Training 
Corps in tho different Provinces (f) to modify the Arms Act in n manner so as to 
enable people to bear and possess arms with tho snmo facilities which the people of 
tho Eutopoan Nations enjoy. 

Resolved further that with a view to evolve financially and technically a sound 
practical schemo for this purpose, a Committee composed of Military, Manufacturing 
and Industrial experts both British and Indian, and of loading Indian politicians nud 
statesman with nou-oflicial majority bo appointed forthwith. 

il. Resolved that in view of tho fact that aftor the inauguration of tho Federal 
Scheme of Government of Hindiisthan, tho Indian Army will ceaso to be tho army 
of tho British Government who alouo havo been so far outirely responsible for the 
composition of tho Indian Army, as it Ih to-day, and that in view of fho further 
fact that the Indinn Army will then bo tho army ot tho Federal Govarnmout in tho 
composition of which Federal Units wilt rightly claim representation acording to 
their proportion in tho general population of tho country, tho Hindu Mahasubha 
hereby brings It to the notice of tho Government that (a) tho present monopoly and 
dominance mostly of tho so-eallcd Moslem martial racos of tho I’uojab in the 
present composition of tho Indian Army is absolutely incompatible with tho scheme 
of tho Federal Government ; (bj therefore, tho method of recruitment hitherto 
followed be entirely changed, so that tho distinction of martial and non-martial 
classes be forthwith abolished, and, (o) a common standard of physical fitness bo 
prescribed and all thoso who will stand tho test of tho prescribed standard be 
eligible for recruitment in tho Army, irrespootiva of casts, oread and colour, so that 
Federal Units bo given an open opportunity to supply thuir quota in tho composition 
of tho Array. 

III. Tho Hindu Maha Sabha strongly protests against tho policy of tho British 
Government tn preferring persons from a few provinces and from a few specified 
classes only for recruilmont to the Army and other Forces aud in not distributing 
recruitment on tho basis of merit aiono over all tho provinces and classes of people 
ia Hindusthan. Tho Sluha Babha warns tha Government against tho potential harm 
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and the chances of extra-territorial treachery on tho part of tho Muslims which Urn 
present policy involves. Tim Malta Snhlta, therefore, calls upon tho British Govern¬ 
ment to so canstitnfn thn Indian Army and other forces as to enable all tho 
Provinces nnd the classes of people to hear equally tho burden of Uindusthan's 
defonco nnd internal peace ; anti with a view to create National Militia calls upon 
the Central and Provincial Governments to start up-to-dnto Military Collettes in each 
Province ; and to make Military training a compulsory subject in High behoofs and 
Colleges. 

V. Akiiaras, Military Schools And Volunteer Conrs 

The flindn Malta Sabha urges upon the local Hindu Sabhas tho need of opening 
tho Akharas for tho improvement of their physique, of starting Rillo Clubs ou the 
lines of tho Provincial Rillo Association of C. P. and Berar founded through tho 
Indefatigable and pioneer efforts of onr revered Dr. B. 8. Mooojo and of providing 
Military Training and discipline for tho Hindu Youths. The Hindu Mahasabha is 
delighted to find that tho progress of Bhonsla Military School has, taking into 
consideration the manifold difficulties under which it has to function, proved 
satisfactory beyond expectation. Tho Hindu Maim Sabha also congratulates Dr. 
Hedgewar upon his untiring efforts mado in this direction through his well-known 
organization, tho Rashtriva Bwayam Sevak Sangh which is a great assost to the 
Hindi] Nation and calls upon the Hindus in general and youths in particular to join 
it in largo number alt over Uindusthan. 

VI. Federation 

in) While tho Hindn Malta Sabbn is emphatically of opinioiT that tho Govern- 
room of India Act 1933 including tho scheme of Federation adumbrated therein, is a 
highly inadequate, unsatisfactory and disappointing measnre, tho Maha Sabha, with 
a view to secure and maintain tho integrity of tho entire country, is of opinion that 
considering the present situation even tho schema of Federation ns" it stands in the 
said Act should bo worked in order that British India nnd Hindn States should send 
to tho Fudural Legislatures only such representatives as would protect Hindu rights 
and interests so that the Legislatures may not be missued by tho anti-Hindu, Anti¬ 
national and re-actionary forces io tho country. 

(b) The Hindu Maha 8nbha strongly condemns the attitude of (ho Moslem 
League leaders disclosed by them recently at Karachi in proposing two Federations, 
one of the Moslem States with liberty to join any other Moslem State beyond tho 
Indian Frontier and another of Non-Moslem States, as not only a serious menanco to 
the growth of Indian Nation but also as a clear indication on their part to establish a 
fuii-fledgod Muslim Rai in certain parts of the country leaving a door open for tho 
future domination of tho whole of tho Hindustan by their co-religionists, Indian or 
foreign. 

io) Tho Maha Sabha calls upon all tho Hindus to wako up to the realities of tho 
situation and rally all ovaitablo forces io order to enable them to frustrato this 
Moslem object, 

VII Hindu National Parliamentary Board 

Whereas the oxisfonco of at least two parties is essential for democracy to function, 
and whereas without an effective opposition party tho Government is converted into 
a tyranny by one party and whereas tho phenomenal success of the Congress in tho 
last election, won by means of persistent propaganda representing that the present 
constitutional advance is the result of Congress sacrifices, has made tho Congress 
High Command totalitarian aud dictatorial in outlook and whereas tho Congress 
policy has been consistently detrimental to tho Hindu cause and has culminated in 
the Communal Award which has been practically accepted by the Congress and 
whereas tho present constitutional advance is not tho result of Congress sacrifices but 
of the sacrifices mads by Hindus of all shades of opinion and action ; 

Now, therefore, tbo Hindus assembled in this iOth Session of tho Hindu Maha 
Sabha resolve that to combat the evil effects of tho policy hitherto followed by tho 
Congress and also for the purpose of forming an effective opposition party in tho 
Legislature both Provincial and Central, ready to take over tho Goveruraout if need 
be, a Hindn National Parliamentary Board be appointed to take all steps including 
preparation for fighting the next elections and appeal to all parties who are in agree¬ 
ment with this cause to co-operate and lend fall support to tho Board. 

43 
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VJII CoSORESS AND HiNDU MaUASAIJHA 

(*) Tho Hindu Maha Sabha enters its emphatic protest against the recent declara¬ 
tion made by the Congress to the effect that tho Hindu Malta 8abha like the Muslim 
League is a communal organisation and warns tho Congress that having declared 
thus, it has foifoiled its claim to represent the interest of tho Hindus. 

(b) That tho Hindu Maha Sabha representing ns it docs the Hindus of Hindus- 
than warns the Congress, tho Muslim League and tha Government that any agreement 
that may bo arrived at between tho Congress and tho League or any plan of tho 
Congress concerning tho rights of tho Hindus wilt not bo binding on tho Hindu Maha 
Sabha or on tho Hindus generally. 

(o) Tho Hindu Malm Subhn declares that it is tho only national organization in 
tho country and that there is no other national polities than that of tho Hindu Sabha 
for tho country ns a whole and for tho Hindus particularly, 

(d) Tho Hindu Malm Sabha calls upou tho Hindus to rally round tho banner of 
Hinduism and Hindu Muha Sabha. 

IX CoKMlINAL A WiKD 

The Hindu Maha Sabha teilcratos its condemnation of tho Communal Award as it 
is grossly unjust to Hindus, anti-national and undemocratic in character and ns it 
makes the growih of responsible Government in India absolutely impossible. 

Tho Maha Sabha refusing as it docs to took upon the Commons! Award as a jlesd 
issue, calls upon tho Hindus to carry on porBistnnt agitation against it, both hero and 
abroad, until it is replaced by a system of reai.y National Representation. 

Tho Maim Shitdia condemns tho Congress members of tho Assembly elected from 
tho Hindu Constituencies in the various Provinces, particularly from Bengal, who in 
working tho legislatures have in effect accepted thu Communal Award and have 
been through thoir activities in thu legislatures, helping tho maintenance) of tho 
obnoxious Award, 

X Aiiduction or Hindu Women & Cmt-nnEN 

Tho Hindu Mahaaablia views with groat alarm, and draws pointed attention oT tho 
Hindu Nation to tho growing campaign of nbduotioo and conversion that ia being 
systematically carried on, generally nil over ludia, and moro particularly in some 
provinces Ilka Bengal, Hi liar, Assam, Madras and N. W, F. P, and requests tho 
Hindus to put a atop thereto : — 

(1) by establishing in all places Watch and Ward Committees to note tiro 
activities of tho Moslem and Christian missionaries In this behalf and to counteract 
them in all possible ways and by so adjusting social relations amongst the Hindus os 
to miuimiso tho opportunities for abductions and conversions; 

(2) by calling upon the Control and Provincial Legislatures to pass legislation 
punishing heavily forcible abduction and conversion, by opening at convenient places 
in ouch province Rescue hi sines and Orphanages for tho needy mid helpless Hindu 
women and children and 

(•D by running to tho help of tho victims immediately and by meeting out the 
due punishment to miscreants on tho spot, 

Ttio Hindu Hahasablia recommends that attempts should bo made to minimise the 
evil. , 

XI Musto IlEMiur Mosqo* 

The Iliudu Mahasabha declares that it is the social and religious os alao tho civic 
right of the Hindus to carry without let or hindrance thoir processions accompanied 
by music along all public roads at all times. This right has also been, from time to 
time, upheld by Courts of Law. 

The Hindu Mahasabha, therefore, strongly reseats the unwarrantable demands 
made by the Muslim community for stopping musio no public roads, iu temples and 
evuo in private places before and near tho mosques in utter disregard of the religious, 
civic and legal rights of the Hindus and condemns tho sal ion of Uovornment in 
restricting these rights in response to this demand. 

The Slabasabha therefore calls upon tho Hindus to assort and mainloiu this right 
in face of all opposition, whether private or official, ignoring all risks involved, 

Xfl Social Legislation Aoainbt Hindus 

The Hindu Mahasabha btropgly condemns the attempts made in the Contra! and 
rrovincial Legislatures in passing laws banning Hindus from reclaiming tho converted 
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Hindus to the Hindu fold, and requests the Hinda members in the said Legislature 
to op[K)9o stoutly tho Bills and to soo that thoy are uot ooactod into laws. 

XIII Cow PiiorecTiosf 

(a) Tho Hindu Mahasabha is emphatically of tho opinion that considering the 
religious sentimonts and snsooptibilities of tho Hindus with regard to oow and also 
in viow of tho requirements of their prosperous husbandry, it should be the primary 
duty of tho Btalo to protoot oows, 

(b) Tho Mahasabha hereby requosts tho Government of tho Unitod Provinces to 
tiiiio immediate stops to stop at ouoo tho slaughter of oows in or near about 
Mathura—it being a holy oily of tho Hindus, any cow slaughter-houso maintained 
deliberately in Us vicinity cannot but bo looked upon as a standing insult to the 
wbolo of tho Hindu Nation, 

(o) That tho question of Salyagraha at Mathura should bo referred to tho U. P. 
Provincial Hindu Sabha for nooossary action, 

XIV Situmtl MovEJtctrr 

With n viow to secure tho benefits of tho r.ohia teachings of the Hindu Religion 
and Culture to Non-IIindus, and in viow of the serious inroads that aro being 
systematically mode by other religions and oultuios upon tho Hindudom tho Hindu 
Mabasabha calls upon all sections of tho Hindu Nation to organise and consolidate 
themselves by wholo-lioartodly supporting tho Shudhi Movement by offering all 
reasonable opportunities to those who desire to bo converted or reconverted to 
Hinduism, by extending to them all tho rights and privileges which tho other Hindus 
enjoy. 

This Sabha impresses tho politionl signifloauoo of tho Shuddhi movement and is of 
opinion that whon political strength of a community depends on the number of the 
representatives in proportion to its population, tho doorcase in tho numerical strength 
of tbo Hindus caused by conversion to non-Hindu Faiths has told and must toll upon 
their political strength id the Legislatures as well—tlioroforo tho Shuddhi Movement 
constitutes not only a cultural and religious but a political necessity too, 

XV Runs os me Frostier 

fa) Tiio Hindu Mabasabha views with alarm tho raids on the Frontier province 
villages which aro on tho iooroaso during the regime of tbo Congress Ministry of tho 
Province^ and which have naturally created a feeling of groat insecurity and anrost 
in tbo minds of the Hindu villagers about their Jile, liberty and honour. 

Tho Mahasabha resents strongly the attitude of callous disregard displayed by tho 
Congress leaders in regard to these raids. 

fbl This Conferenco of tho Hindu Mahasabha hereby rocommends that a Com¬ 
mittee consisting of Sbriyut V. D. Savarkar and two othor gentlemen to be nominated 
by the President to visit the Frontier Province at an early date and to enquire 
into 

<i) Tho situation created by the Agrarian Legislation rooontly introduced by the 
Ministry, 

fii) Tho insecurity of !Ho and property, including murders, abduotions, and con¬ 
versions, and 

(iii) The grievances of tho minorities particularly in the mattar of education and 
recruitment to services. 

And to submit its report to the Sabha for necessary action. 

XVI NuTioxiL Lasooaob & Script 

Tho Hindu Mahasabha declares that Hindi (not Hindusthani—rather ‘Sanskrit nistha' 
Hindi) that is based on and drawing its nourishment from Sanskrit vocabulary is and 
rightfully deserves to be the National Language and Devnagari as the National Script 
of Hiudnstban. Tho Mahasabha strongly condemns the overt attempts made by the 
Indian National Congress in goneral and the Congress Gov-ammonia in particular to 
mako Hindusthani as tbo Lingua Franca of this countrv in craven fear of, and with 
a view to placate, the Moslem opinion in this bobaif. fhe Mahasabha oalls upon tho 
Hindu community to resist stoutly by all means in its power all such attempts to 
recognise and enoourago Hindusthani in preference to Hindi. 
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XVII Indian States 
,, Hindu Mulmsahhn Juclnr.'s flint Sha Congresi policy of coercion and Itttorfer- 
• in the internal administraliotr of the Indian States under thn plausible slogan 
•A Ifesponsiblo Government is not genuine nod in as milch ns the Congress aetiviiii-s 
in !ln> matter are restricted to and concentrate! only in the Hindu States to thy 
practical esc lesion of the Muslim States like Hyderabad, Bhopal. ihihawalpnre. Rum- 
pur, Malerkotla etc. and therefore it declares that kiicIi activities of the Congress 
are of tlio nature of harassment ami that it is nothing short of uhuso of its power 
to instigate troubles particularly in the caso of such advanced and well-governed 
Hiudu states as Travaocore, 51 ysore, flaroda, etc. 

XVIII Thavascork 

(al This session is of opinion that iho agitation carried on in Travaneore is not 
political but communal, and is started by Christians with n delinita purpose of esta¬ 
blishing thoir communal supremacy in the State and of capturing its Government 
and calls upon every Hindu to refrain from lending any support whatsoever to this 
artificial agitation of the Christian community who are up-set by the throwing open 
of iho Hindu Temples to Hnrijans which step has piovod to bo a death blow to the 
Christian prosely ligation. 

(b) Tint Hindu Jlahnsahlm is extremely grieve! to see the indifferent attitude of 
the rulers of Hindu States towards tho oppression of the Hiudu subjects in Site 
Moslem States anil requests the Hindu Mahnsnhha to put tiio grievances of such 
Hindu subjects before the ruler of the Sloliamrandim States aud have thorn redressed. 

XIX fisiorAL Repression 

The Hindu Mahnsftbha expresses its resentment that Ilis Highness tho Nawab of 
Bhopal has turned a deaf ear to all previous resolutions and representations on the 
part of thn Mahurmhhn calling upon his Government to put nit end to all Ill-treatment 
nf the Hindus tiiat obtains there. It seems His Highness' Oevorumnnt is determined 
to continue their policy of harassing tho Hindus, denying them their civic ii her ties, 
ousting them systematically out uf Statu services, allowing them to be systematically 
persecuted by Moslem gundas ami thus forcing them to embrace Islam. 

As the vory life And property of Hindus in tho State there has become insecure 
ami as thoir sufferings Imvo become intolerable, this K,*ssion warns tho Bhopal 
Government that unless this policy of mis-ruio is abandoned forthwith aud unless 
the Hindus thero are accorded full protection of life, religion and property and 
unless civic rights and representation proportionate to their population in public 
services anti administrative aud legislative bodies are immediately granted, the Hindu 
Mtkhnsabha will be compelled to embark upon a civil rosiKtauce movement against 
that State to rescue and defend tho rights of Hindu subjects in that State. 

XX Delhi Shiva Manwb 

(■0 This Session of iho Hindu Muhasabhn declares that Hie Shiv MrurJir agitation 
at Itirlhi has been launched to protect and maintain tlio civic and religions rights of 
»[m Hindus. This Session congratulates tlio lenders nnd tiro workers at Delhi for 
their bold stand and highly appreciates tlio sacrifices and sufferings undergone for 
that sacred cause, * 

(Id this Session planes on record its deep sun no of indignation and abhorrence 
against the unwise, unjust and highly provocative action of the Delhi Government 
in demolishing the ancient Hliiva Meti lir at Delhi, in prohibiting oven an individual 
from visiting the sire for worship under Hoe. 114 of tho Cr. l\ Code, in wilfully 
breaking compromise mutually arrived lit aud in inhumanly maltreating the 
Volunteers and Workers, 

v* (< il ' V ! li;r, ’ a r in ef'iiien of this Session tlio application of Sec. 144. of tho 
( r. I vide only with regard to Hindu religious plums at Delhi is an unwarranted 
itjterturencM with the religious rights of tho people, this Session, therefore, strongly 
PIkmih to iho Hindus of all shales of opinion to help this agitation with tnuu, 
money and material 


XXI Hindu Swadeshi 

ohlv' I t| V ! ,: \i I’ 1 !-!, 1 "'’/* 111 tl,3 i l a J u,,,in,s !);lV0 h wu encouraged to maku purchases from 
only the Muslim si,ope and that tiro Muslim Leaguers and other Muslim loaders 
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a?o encouraging this mentality under tin) slogan of Moslim Swadeshi, this Conference 
caffs upon tho Hindus to roifcu ihoir all parch ises from Hindu shops only. 

XXII Assam Immigration 

!n view of tho fact that thero has boon an organised atfumpt on the part of the 
Moslems to turn tho Hindu Province of Assam into a Moslem one, this Session of 
ihii Hindu Maliasabha resolves that immediate and special steps be taken to check it 
effectively. 

XXII I Assam Hill Twites 

The Hindu Slahasahha resolves that immediate steps bo iakon to organise the 
Rill areas of Assam in order to protect the Hill people from the hands of Christian 
Missionaries and to give them facilities in regard to education, sanitation, 
communieat ion, etc. 

XXIV Uomaoe to Martyrs & Heroes 

(at This Session of the Hindu Maliasabha pays its humble homage to the Martyrs 
who have snfTorod Martyrdoms at the bands of Hyderabad St3ie and fanatic Muslims, 
the prominent among whom are (i) Mr. Sir amis! Vakil, lit) Dharma Prakasb, 
fiii) Mahadoo (iv) Kama; (?) Bbimrao Patel and (vi) Manikiao of Nizam (Mate 
(vii) Mah-vlco and (viiit Gondalal of Indore {state. It offers its heartfelt sympathies 
to their bereaved families. 

(b) Tho Session congratulates alt those gentlemen who have suffered bravely for 
the Hindu cause and particularly : fi Mr. Gangur-sm Khasna, the General {secretary 
of the Gujnit Provincial Hiiefu isabha, (ii) Sir. Lalsiugh, Secretary, Arya Kanasj, 
Unlbarga, (iii) Mr. Ghitalo of ekuigli and others. 

(e) This Session expresses its appreciation of tho spirit of self-sacrifice shown 
bv young Mr. Siturum liihtjt Gaik'twad, a second year student of Morris College, 
Nagpur, who whs sentenced to three and half years’ rigorous imprisonment for 
attempting to murder Mr. Shureuf, ox-miuister C. P. 

XXV Rustication’ of Hyderabad Students 

A. This Session of tho Hindu Maliasabha appreciates with pride tho brave and 
sacrificing spirit shown by the Hindu students of the Osmania University and other 
educational institutions iu the cause of Vaodematram, tho sacred hymn of our 
Mother-land. 

H, This Sab!ia appreciates the prompt action of the Nagpur University apd its 
Vko-Chtncc!!or Mr. f. J. KcJar, iu offering all possible facilities to the rusticated 
students of Hyderabad. 

C. Tho Session assures those students of its full support and urges all Hindus 
to help their eauso till it is successful. 

XXVI Pollution op Sacred Rivers 

In view of tho fact that since the advent of tire British rule the rivers that are 
saerod and holy places of pilgrimages in this country have been polluted by the 
discharge of sewage and sultage water in such rivers in callous disregard of ths 
religious feelings of tho Hindus, this Session of the Hindu Maliasabha urges upon the 
Governments concerned that such discharge most ba immediately stopped throughout 
India and iu future they should see that there shall be no such pollution. 

XXVII Burmese Riots 

Resolved that this Session of tho Hindu Hahasabha joios with their Buddhist 
brethren in Burma in condemning those Moslems in Burma who attacked Lord 
Buddha wantonly aod deplores tho riots that followed and calls upon our Burmese 
brethren to take nolo of tho fact that in Burma Moslem proselytization is going on 
both openly and secretly and tho Muslims after marrying Burmese girls claim tho 
children to be Muslim children with a view to create a schism in Burma as Muslim 
Burma and Buddhist Burma. 

XXVill Policy of tue Punjab Government 

This Maliasabha strongly condemns tho reactionary, onesided and oppressive policy 
followed by tho Punjab Government in as much as, inter alia 
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in) It has failed to repeal or suitably amend tho Punjab Alienation of Land Act 
which by creation an artificial class of agriculturists deprives oao half of tha 
population of tho Punjab, mostly Hindus, of tha right of acquiring agricultural land 
and is calculated to pamper a class of parasitical landlords at tho expense of tho 
poor peasant proprietors. 

Ib) It has recently passed a sorios of bills now notorious as Black Bitls which 
nro calculated to do too greatest harm to the Hindus of tho Punjab and to destroy 
thoir trado and commerce, their freedom nnd independence by making their business 
entirely dependent upon tho good-will of tho Uovornmont and their minioDs. 

(cl It has ruled that 00 por cent of tha jobs in some public services would bo 
given to Zemindars, which in the peculiar circumstances of (he Punjab means practi¬ 
cally Muaalmans. 

(d) In order to conoonl its corarmmals activities, nepotism and other irregularities 
and in order to avoid supplementary questions, it has ruled that no questions re¬ 
garding the distribution of jobs nraotigs various communities nnd other matters 
affecting their interest shall be answered o.i tho JWor of the bouse of tho Provincial 
Legislative Assembly, 

(t) It has fay taking frequent action against Newspapers mostly Hindus, 
seriously impaired the freedom of the Hindu Press and by the introduction 
of a repressive Bill it ib keeping Dora rides’ sword banging over their heads. 

(f> It hag started a campaign of vilification against the non-xamiodar Hindus 
of the Punjab nnd tho Premier and some of the other Ministers have been 
personally carrying on a niischiovoua nnd malicious propaganda against them 
in tbo length and breadth of the Province. 

(g) It baa failed to redress the grievances urged by tho peasants of several 
districts of iho Punjab and has on tho other baud subjected them to lathi 
charges and other hardships. 

(b) It has taken nction against a number of Hindu political wotkere and 
has hy executive action interned an important fcjikh member of tho Punjab 
Legislative Assembly and prevented him from attending tho meetings of the 
Assembly although ho was elected unopposed hy his constituency, 

(i) It is generally behaving in nn autocratic and despotic manner nnd making 
every effort to favour Muslim* at the expanse of tho Hindus and creating a 
poisonous atmosphere against them in tho Provinco, 



The All India Muslim League 

26th- Session—Patna—26th- December to 29th. December 1936 

The Welcome Addreti 

Tho 2Gili. Annual .Session of !ho Ail India Muslim League was held at Patna 
on thy 26th. December 1938 and continued fur tbo next three days under the 
presidency of Mr, Mahomed A it Jinn ifi. Welcoming the president and the 
delegates Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz. Chairman of the Reception Committee traced the his¬ 
torical importance of Bihar and Puton, the City's glory under the Mauryas and its zenith 
of glory during the rule of the Moghuls. "The downfall of the Moghul Empire plunged 
the unfortunate Mussulmans of India into a state of helplessness and bewilderment 
and for a long time they could do little but mourn their fate. Subdued and awe¬ 
struck by tho now regime sot up by the British they at first remained distrustfully 
aloof from all now ideas and movements, and took no steps to reform or improve 
themselves in ocuordanco wish the changed conditions of tiro times. A new 
awakening later camo over thorn and they showed that they were still a force to 
reckon with. They played a prominent part in the memorable struggle for indepen¬ 
dence wliioh took ’place'in 1875. In Bengal, Bihar and Mysore, they shed their blood 
like water to stem the thin of foreign domination. Tho wars waged by Seraj-u-J- 
dowlnb, Mir-Knsim and Tippu Siiltou to preservo tho independence of tho country will 
always remain enshrined in history as some of tbo noblest examples of patriotic 
endeavour." 

Mr. Aziz said that in 1916 tho Muslim Longue, keeping pace with the Congress, 
demanded independence for tho country and as a proof of the sincerity and earnestness 
of the Mussulmans whom it represented, signed a pact with the Hindus, it was 
fully realised by the Mussulmans that for attaining the freedom of tho country it was 
essential for the Hindus and Mussalmaos to ho united and welded into one strong 
nation. 

"But the Nehru Report of 192G shattered tho foundation of unity and destroyed 
all hopes of concerted action in tho cause of freedom. It beer,mo apparent to the 
Mu.ssafmans that the demand fur independence by the sister community was nothing 
more tbnu a cloak for gaining political domination to the exclusion and detriment of 
the other communities living iu tho country.' 1 Mr. Aziz ascribed the late Maulana 
Mahomed Ah's opposition to the Nehru Report to this reason and said that Mussul¬ 
mans all over India became distrustful of Congress professions. He accused the 
Hindu lenders of sidetracking tho issues raised by Mr, M. A. Jiouub and Maulana 
Mahomed All at tho Calcutta Convention for amending tho Nehru Report aud said 
that at the Round Table Conferences tho Mussaimans gave ample proof of their 
sincerity hut tho Hiudu leaders did not join them in evolving a satisfactory solution 
of the communal problem. 

Id this connection Mr. Aziz observed that tho “fear of the Mussaimans that the 
Congress in reality wanted to establish Hindu Uaj in which the military aod oxtornal 
powers of the British would remain intact while tho administration and internal 
powers were vested in the Hindu majority who would sot about reducing the Mussat- 
mana to a state of serfdom lias been amply justified and confirmed". 

At present there were many conflicting and contradictory ideologies in India— 
Nationalism, Bolshevism Fascism etc., aud theso had only served to make India's 
political, social and cultural problems still more complex by creating new differences 
and accentuating tiro existing ones, in their whirls, Mr. Aziz saw the need for 
Musalmaus to organise themselves for the purpose of self-preservation on the quo 
L aud. -Uandhiji and his followers wished to base the futnro development of India , 
the cultural back-ground of Hindu history and ideology in the name of Nationahs-.:. 
But recently a new party had come into prominence which intended to reconstruct a 
united Indian nation bv obliterating all religious differences and setting up a new 
civilisation, based oa Western thoughts and ideals. Though not an open enemy of 
religion the party considered it unnecessary or of only minor account aud tho new 
creed of Socialism was undoubtedly highly detrimental to Mussalmaus. 
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Mr. Aziz said that tho rolnctanco of tlio Mussalmans in not participating in the 
Congress programme was not dno to tho fact that tho Muslims lacked in any way 
love for tlioir country or wero oblivious to tho need for solving its economic problems. 
What thov objected to wore the mentis ami methods presented by tlio majority con- 
mnnitv. lie held Nationalism and Socialism opposed to Islamic ideals and said tliat 
apart from the effects of tho grant of Provincial Autonomy, the movements ho had 
referred to woto some of iho othor causes which had served to givo tlio Muslim 
League “a new4eftso of life.” 

“The Mussalmans cannot join hands with iho Socialists", said Mr. Aziz, expressing 
tho inability of Mussulmans to eo-oporato with tho Congiess and the Socialists. The 
Socialists, ho said, had a materialistic view of iifo and considered religion a Super- 
lluity and tho Mussulmans did not agree with tho solution of tho economic problems 
they offered. AS regards tho Congress, ho did not consider it to he sensible for the 
minorities lo leave their fate in tho hands of tho Congress, which ho described as 
a “prepooderalingly Hindu body, having in its ranks a considerable unrulier of 
wealthy capitalists and bigoted politicians, dotermined to serve their own communal 
and economic interests." 

Laving down the policy of the League, Mr. Aziz said that Urn i/>ague had no wish 
to quarrel with others on account of their views. It would only identify itself with 
such movements as accorded with Islamic ideals and principles and wore directed 
towards securing tho greatest amount of good for all. “It will r.ot allow tho kisans 
to ba persecuted and tryannised over by (ho Zamindars nur will it try to gain their 
support by holding out to them promises incapable of fulfilment. Similarly, it 
is prepared to label tho landowning class n sot of tvrants and oppressors." 
Ho also said that tho League would try to Rteor n similior middle path between 
Labour and Capital by securing for Labour higher wages and bettor conditions of 
employment without making it unprofitable for capitalists to invest their money 
in industrial enterprises. Ho said that thu critics of the Longue did not realise that 
it was a good omen that tho Mussulmans, hitherto a backward seution of tlio people, 
were organised. If they had remained disunited, they would lint bo nblo to 
contribute to tho progress of tho country. Air, Aziz concluded by enumerating tho 
grievances of tho Muslims. 

The Presidential Address 

The following are extracts from tlio presidential add less delivered by Mr. M. A. 
Jinnnh :— 

At the outset, Mr, Jinnah roferrod to the services rendered by the late Mail Inna 
Hliauknf Ali in tho cautsi) of the country mid the Muslim community, lie regretted 
his death and th.it of Sir Muhnm<'0 It] bill nnd of Knmal Atnturk. 

Proceeding, Mr. Jinnnh said that the question which confronted the Muslims of 
India wns whether the eighty to nirtoiy millions of Indian Muslims would continue 
to remain in a state of inertia nod demoralisation (fries : No no). Hecapitulaling 
tiic struggles of the league, he said that it had laid down its policy for tlio political 
advancement of the Muslims, Only n few years ago. ho said, tho position of the 
Muslims was such that they would either have to owe allegiance to the imperialistic 
Government or submit to Congjess principles, since political consciousness had been 
eonfiined so long to “careerists, eilhor in the bureaucratic or the Congress camps." 
Many youngmeu wero deluded info believing that tho Congress was fighting for the 
freedom of tho country ; ties fired their imugination and enthusiasm nod they easily 
fell into the net spread out for them by tho Congress—only to bo disillusioned 
eventually. 

Mr. Jinnnh continued that the Congress had dashed every possible hope of 

arriving at a settlement of the Ilindu-Muslim question on tho rocks of Ccngrcr-8 

Fascism. In fact, it did not want a Mcltlemeut with the Muslims on equal terms. 
It* claim that it alone represented the entire country was preposterous. The 
Isngue and the Muslim* did not want any gilts or concessions from the 
Congress, The Muslim* wanted to sdvatice as a nation. The Congress might go 

on saying that it was a national body, but it was not in fact. It was only b 

communal Hindu body uttd it knew it. That a few Muslims had been misguided 
inio joining Ms rank* did not mean that the Congress represented the Muslims, 
Ihc Congress did not represent any community properly, least of all the Muslims). 
H was intoxicated with the power it had so far obtained. He was now convinced, 
sod many other* with him, that tho Congress High Command were determined to 
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force their own culture on others and to establish a Hindu Itaj. Aa instance to 
thia wan tbc Band® Matnram boor which, it was tuaistod, should be sung and 
honoured by everybody, including tho Muslims. They insisted on the Congress 
Flag befog hoisted even on Government buildings and honoured by all. Then there 
was the question of Hindi and Hindustani, but tho real intention behind the move 
of advocating Hindustani was to suppress Urdu, 

Referring to the Wardha Education Scheme and the Yidya Mandir Scheme, 
Mr. Jinnnb said that these had been propounded after careful deliberation and 
with a definite object. The genius behind theso was Mr. Gandhi and it was Mr. 
Gandhi alone who destroyed the very ideals with which the Congress started 
its career and converted it into a communal Hindu body, with a view to a revival 
and propagation of Hindu culture. To-day, tho Hindus’ mentality and outlook have 

been developed in the direction of imagining that they were already the ruling 

nation and advantage was being taken of it to suppress Muslims ns much as 
possible. Repressive measures were being adopted against the Muslims, who figured 
m arrests mado by tho Congress Governments and even tho Muslim press was 
gagged. The Muslims wero struggling vainly for asserting their legitimate rights. 
Proceeding Mr. Jinnah said that the League had assiduously and gradually 
established itself and developed into a strong national body of the Muslims. 
But n great task lay ahead of them. They had bo far only stirred from 
sleep and their political consciousness had to be developed nlong with their 

moral and cultural consciousness. He admitted that tbo Hindus had to a 
large extent acquired tho essential quality of cultural and political consciousness, 
which could bo termed national consciousness. Ho wanted the Muslims to 
develop to the same degree, if not more, such national consciousness. Mere 

numerical strength was not enough. 

Turning to the immediate problotns affecting them, Mr. Jinnah hoped that the 
Muslims would make sacrifices for their national uplift. Ho referred to tlie sue. . 
Hues mado by the Arabs in Palestine in their national struggle and depi. ■ *i 
that they wore being termed rebels and brigands and treated as such whereas really 
they were heroes and martyrs. In tho interests of international Jewry, who wore 
capitalists, monstrous injustice was being done to the Arabs. The fmiian Muslims 
could not remain unconcerned in the mattor and would net shirk making any sacri¬ 
fices for their Arab brethren. 

Congress Policy in States 

^ Turning to tho Indian States, Mr. Jinnah said that he bad the fullest sympathy 
with tho aspirations of tho States peoples for constitutional advance, but ha wanted 
to warn them against the Congress motive in creating aa agitation among tho States 
subjects. He wunted to point out that it was not tho object of the Congress loaders 
to bring about peace in tho States. They talked loudly about the uplift of the States 
peoples, but ho questioned seriously what the Congress had done in Kashmir. Tho 
Congress wanted to establish an alliance with tho States subjects in opposition to 
tho present alliance between the British Government and the States rulers. This 
was only to secure numerical strength In the Central Legislature whore they could 
continue to dominate tho Muslims and guide their destiny. If the Congress was 
determined to carry out its ulterior and sinister motive in the States he would havo 
to come to tho rescue of tho Muslims in the Stato in the event of their being 
exploited by the other body despite the fact that, according to its present constitution 
the League could not interfere in the internal aliairs of the States. • 

On the question of Federation, Mr. Jiooah said, there wore conflicting opinions 
among Congressmen themselves. They, however, would not object to Federation, if 
they had their own majority at the Cootre. They wanted to establish an authoritative 
totalitarian and Fascist Hindu Raj. They had a Congress majority in seven Provinces 
and, ia tho other, although they had no majority, they were striving their utmost 
to delude the Muslims there into believing that tho League was an ally of 
imperialism and tho imperialistic Government and thereby alienate them from the 
League. Mr. JiDnah challenged anyone to prove that he bad identified himself with 
imperialistic interests. “Nowhere in any career have 1 allied myself with imperia¬ 
lism. outside or inside the Legislature". Ho added that the League would never be 
an ally of anyone except the Muslim nation. The Congress wanted sufficient powers 
at the Centre solely to direct its activities against tbo present Governments in the 
Provinces where the Muslims were at the helm of aiTairs. By means of the 
44 
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Federation tho Congress would ho able to reduce the four Muslim Provinces into 
morn feudatories. Proceeding, Mr. Jmnah said that if tlio status of tho Muslim 
League was to ho raised, tlio Muslims would have to organise cosBulossly, 

breaking sa Urdu, Mr. Jtnnah woloomod tlio growth of the national awakening 
among Muslims and added that !ho Muslim Mass Contact Movement of tlio Congress 
had failed dcapito tlio host efforts to obtain tho nlleginnoo of Muslims, l'ho fact that 
Maulana Abu! Kulum A tad or other Muslims had joined the Congress would not 
mislead others to join it. lie invited cordially those Muslims who woro nt present 
in tho Congress to oomo uudor tho banner of tho League and sorvo tho people 
and tho country. 

Resolutions—2nd. Day—27tb. December 1933 

Direct Actios ut Miisuus 

The resolution advocating direct notion hy Muslims following tho notrocities commi¬ 
tted on them in throo Congress Proviaoos and tins suppression of llioir legitimato 
rights and interests was moved by Mr. Aiis Ahmd Khan (U. P.) and occupied 
almost the entire time of tho second day's sitting of tho Loaguo. 

In moving tho resolution on direct action Mr. A. A. Khan said that Muslims 
would adopt all possible menus sanctioned by their religion in ordor to defend their 
rights and interests and would net hesitate to make any Baoriflcos to achieve that 
und. (Loud applause). Ho added that such a decision should be reached after care¬ 
ful deliberation and direct action would be undertaken only as the last rosort. Mus¬ 
lims would adopt moosures oven mare drastic than oivil disobudionoe, if necessary. 
Hucli action would be taken not against any oilier community but against Government. 
Out of tho threu Povinous concerned, namely, ilihtir, U. P. and C. P,, atrocities and 
repression hod been carried out by Hihur und C. P. iu a greater measure than in U. P. 
He however warned the U. P. Government that if they attempted to emulate tho 
two adjaeont Provinces iu oppressing the Muslims, the latter would strive their ut¬ 
most to assert their rights in a greater degree in that Provinoa, 

Mr. Anhi Hussain I Varti (Hiiiar), suoouding tho resolution, spoko in the strain 
of tho previous speaker and pointed out cases of alleged oppression carried out by 
the throo Congress Governments in tho Provinces mentioned above, As an instance, 
ho recounted an incident wtiiolt, ho Baid, oeuurred in Huzuribiigii, where a Muslim 
had been maltreated aud humiliated by the police, lie added that when (lie Congress 
Government woro questioned with rogurd to suoli luoiduiits, they took shelter by say¬ 
ing that tho matter was under investigation, and houeo suh-judioo. Thus! Bluslim 
rights of cow-slaughter, taking out of processions, uto. had always been interfered 
with, and ovan suppressed, under tlio pretext that many Bluslim ritos were against 
local custom. 

BIr. Syed Abdur Rauf Shah, Loader of tlio Muslim Loaguo Parly in tlio 0. P. 
Assembly, importing lha resolution, narratod tho grievances of Muslims in C. P. in¬ 
cluding the grossly inadequate representation of BluslimH in she services and pubfia 
bodies. Hu added that O, I'. Muslims Wuru tho most persecuted, lie referred to the 
Binging of the Bundo Maturain song and to tlio term Vidya Mandir which were 
highly resented by Muslims, Attempts woro also being made to suppress cow-sla¬ 
ughter in that Provinoo and legislation to this nffect, ho Baid. was propound to bo 
brought forward. Tho O. P. Muslims would anxiously wait and see If tho Governor 
would givo his assent to a measure, which was directed against the traditional 
religions rights of tho Muslims. 

Tlio hon. Sir Stiandvr Hyal Khan . Punjab Premier, then rose amid loud ohoera. 
Ha said that he did not intend to spook on tho resolution but mention had beeo 
raudo of tho Muslim-majority Povinoeii and ho would like, therefore, to explain tho 
position in his Province, Trie grievances of Muslims Id the Congress governed Pro¬ 
vinces would piovo a revelation to any huuo thinking person and curtaiuly would 
cause concern to any Muslim. Ho hat ala ways avoided Baying anything about tho 
administration in other Provinces, which might bo tormnd a criticism. The Muslims 
wero not in an overwhelming majority In the Punjab, but ho had assured Mr. Jinnah 
at the Lucknow session that on the question of safeguarding Muslim interests, ovory 
Muslim would stand behind the League, 

Referring to his difficulties, Hir Bikandor said that there wero certain traitors in 
tho Muslim loaguo camp who had boon intriguing with his opponents with a view 
to creating dissension in tho Muslim ranks. It was easier to doal with open enemies 
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but It took tirno to exposo and deal with secret 'serpents in the sleeves'. The time, 
however, bad arrived to deal with them proper!?, which would be done by the pro¬ 
vincial organisations, ilo would Hko to assure Indian Muslims that despito these in¬ 
trigues his Government were firmer now than over before. He had been following 
the policy of scrupulously safeguarding the interests of all communities. He bad 
given the minorities ,V) per cent representation in the Cabinet and the Services. 
Ho thought that the Congress Governments in some Provinces had been intoxicated 
bv their newly-acquired power, they should remember that ninety millions of 
Muslims could not bo suppressed or turned out of the country as a minority. 
Tho Congress dream of Swaraj would never come true If they did not learn 
to practise toleration. Happenings like those mentioned by the mover atnl others, 
if they woro not stopped and were allowed to grow in number might lead not 
only to civil disobedience but to worse results. It had been asked what help the 
Muslim majority Provinces would give thorn. Mere paper resolutions would 
not help, nor were Government ablo to protect the minorities. He assured 
Muslims in tho minoritiy Provinces that if the necessity arose every Punjab 
Muslim would bo prepared to lay down their lives in the defence of Islam, 
Referring to the controversy about his offer of military help to Britain. Sir Sika- 
nder said that bis intention of making such a statement was not to offer help to 
Britain, but to assist tho growth of solidarity among ludians. He was pained to find 
even Congressmen criticising him, but ho had made the position clear when ho said 
that ho would oppose sending Indian troops to Palestine. Concluding, Sir Sikandnr 
Hyat Khan said that he was a practical man and no weaver of words. If tho need 
arose, ho would demonstrato that ho could fight better than his critics. 

Tho hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hu*], Bengal Premier, supported tho resolution. He 
declared that the Bengal Ministry was not in any danger, although antagonists of the 
Government had mndo various baseloss statements that the overthrow of tho Cabinet 
was imminont or that factions and dissensions had crept in. lie continued that if 
Muslims decided to launch civil disobedience, he could speak on behalf of Beogai 
Muslims that they wuuld stand solidy behind tho move. Perhaps, there was no Mus¬ 
lim Minster in India, who would not resign bis office and join tho movement when 
launched. In fact, he would bo tho first to do so. The League had not been able 
to assert itself in Bengal to tho same degree as in soma other Provinces. He hoped 
however that it would establish itself in Bengal more firmly than in the past. 
Referring to tho Muslim Mass Contact movement of the Congress, Mr. Huq 
said that such contact was no more possible than contact with the man in 
the moon. He sounded a note of warning that if oppression continued against 
Muslims in the Hindu Provinces, tho Government of India Act would oease to 
function ; at least, it would be their duty to prevent its working and they 
could do it by bringing to a standstill tho administration in the non-Congress 
Provinces. Ho hoped that the Congress Governments would bo endowed with 
better sense and change their treatment of Muslims, otherwise the latter would bo 
compelled to resort to civil disobedience and direct action. 

Sheik Abdul Majid, SI. L. A. (Central), said that it was the first time in tho 
history of the League that civil disobedience had been contemplated. The Congress 
Governments must realise that civil disobedience would not be confined to the Pro¬ 
vince where it was launched but that Province would become a “place of pilgrimage 
to the Muslims all over the country”. 

Sir A. M, K. Dehlavi (Bombay), supporting the resolution, said that tho time 
had arrived when every Muslim 6bould bo united with every other Muslim under 
ihe banner of the League. Ho had been perturbed by tho situation in Sind and the 
Frontier, but bo hoped that the Muslims in these Provinces and the Punjab would 
attain greater solidarity through tho League and that the Muslims in the minority 
Provinces would stand shoulder to shoulder ia the march to common progress. 

Mr. Latifur Rahaman, M. L, A. (Orissa), speaking on behalf of the Muslims of 
Orissa, said that they were imbued with tho same religious favour and enthusiasm 
as tho Muslims in other parts of tho country, although tho Orissa .Muslims were in 
a microsopic minority. He supported the resolution. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Cltmrdhury, a former Minister of Assam, referring to the situation 
in his Province, said that in the present Government, there were fonr Ministers, 
who had no following whatever. Ho pointed out the methods adopted by the Con¬ 
gress in attempting to overthrow the past Government. The League was not yet 
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properly organised in Assam but the last three months of Congress rnto in Assam 
Las made thu Loagno morn popular Shan ever before. Ho slippered tho resolution. 

Snrdar Aurangscb Khan {Frontier) declared that he would not rest until the 
present Ministry in tho Frontier Provides had boon replaced. It was an irony of 
fate and a curse that tho Frontier, having moro than 91) por cent of Muslims, 
should bo under the Congress Administration. Thu Congress lived in a world of 
illusion. It was not Indiau nor Notional nor Congress. Tiie Muslims need not look 
tip tn Kamal Ataturk for guidance. They had two Ataturks in India, the Punjab and 
the Bengal rromiois. The Congress relied on the strength of thoir numbers. But the 
Muslims relied on tho strength of the Almighty, “Hands off C. P. Muslims" was 
tiie warning given by hint to tho Congress wnici), if unheeded, would result in 
history repeating itself. IIo recalled that a handiful of Muslims from North-West 
corner had pushed their way further inland. It was not possible to ignore tho 
ninety million Muslims and govern. 

The last speaker was ilaulana Zafar Ali Khan, who congratulated tho League on 
tho resolution which was passed unanimously amid loud acclamation. 

Thu sitting was thereafter adjourned. 

Third Day—Faina—23th. December 1933 
The Palestine Situation 

When tho third day’s sitting of tho Leagno session commenced this morning, tho 
resolution on tho Palestine situation, ns adopted by tho Subjects Committee last night, 
was taken up and adopted after two hours’ discussion. 

Maulna .VaiaAuruddin, in moving tho Palestine resolution, severely criticised 
tho Balfour Declaration and said that British sympathy for Palestine .Tows was 
actuated by imperialist motives. He aoottsad Britain of instigating a number of 
Arabs into rebellion against thoir own poople. Tho British policy in Palestine was a 
direct cballongo to Islamic doctrines, and, ho stated, tho shrines wore sacred to 
Muslims. They would uot be hoodwinked into believing that tho Conference called 
by tho British Government to settle tho Palostino problem would fully represent 
Palestine Arabs. 

Delegates from almost nil Provinces spoke, including Sir fleza Ali, who said that 
the woild was not prepared to accept the plea made by Brtlain that because Germany 
was persecuting tho Jews, tho latter should be thrust on tho Arabs. lie considered 
that Britain’s “atrocities" against the Arabs were greater than those of Germany 
against tiie Jutvs. It was anomalous that when tho Versailles Treaty was being 
obsorvod only in its violation, Britain should turn to the Balfour Declaration in sup¬ 
port of her policy in Palestine. Referring to the forthcoming conference on Pales¬ 
tine iidairs, Bir Kara AH said that it was based on ‘gross injustice.” Like Germany's 
anti-Jewish activities, lie said, Britain, too. was onrrying out tho same ‘repression 
and oppression" In India. The rights ol Indians were bring trampled upon through 
tiie policy of ‘divido aud rule’ and Indian Muslims w . * at tho greatest disadvantage 
now that tho Congress also had a finger in the pie. ■ As regards tho attempt to pro¬ 
vide a national Homo for Jows, Sir lieza Ali said that religious scriptures had laid 
down that tho Jews would never have a homo but ‘he “British would overrule tho 
will ol God in providing a homo for the Jews." 

Maul an a Mahnmmrd Irfan said that every Mufsiim in India realised fully tho 
gravity o! tho situation In Palestine since it directly concerned their religion. 
Muslims would oven invito oihor Powers, such an G. unv and Daly, to assist them 
If Britain continued her prosont policy in Paleatin-. Tho British Prime Minister, ho 
said, had been acclaimed as tho greatest peaon-nsaker of ‘ho world at present, whilo 
In the birth pluuo of tho Prince of Peaoo, innocent men, women and children wore 
being slaughtered, Tho speaker produced what ho described as a piece riUe-bullot or 
shi-lf-aplintur used against tho Arabs, which was followed by loudly expressed re- 
sontmuiit from tho gathering, condemning British policy in 1'alostino and urgiug a 
boycott of British goods. 

Ainu tuna Hursuin Mian (Bihar), supporting tho resolution, said that Britain had 
turned down tho asstiranco giveu by Mr. Lloyd Ocorgo that Britain would not look 
to tho Islamic countries for territorial acquisition, Muslims had to move with 
caution, a inice they had to face antagonistic forces all over tho world. 

‘ *">■ Atxlul cat (nr Khniri (Punjab) pointed to tho need for taking practical 
steps to carry out tho intention of tho resolution, flu said that both] tho British and 
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tho Hindus waro Jews to Moslems, that is, fboir enemies. In India, Mr. Gandhi 
was tho leader of tho Jews (Hindus). 

M. Abu Saycvd Anwar (Punjab) stated that the ninety mittionB of Indian Muslims 
would rise to a man to support tho Palestinian Arahs in their struggle. 

Mauiana Abdul Hamid (U. P.) said that Indian Muslims would wage a holy war 
(Jehad) lo defend Muslims. 

Mr. Abdul Khali q (Karachi) described British Policy in Palestine as being pur¬ 
sued only for preserving the integrity of the Empire under tho cloak of the “tv hi to 
man’s burden." Tho real Jews of tho West were tho British and those of the East 
were the Hindus and both wort) tho sons of Shylaok, 

Prof. Inayatullah (Lnhore) asserted that Muslims would never tolerate violation 
of tho sauotity of Palestine nor that it should bo under the perpetual subjugation of 
Britain. 

At tho instance of the choir, n previous speaker witbdrow his remark. “Jews of 
tho East and West wore sons of Siiylook", which was considered objectionable. 

Mr. Jinnah, clarifying tho position, said that such statements were not in keeping 
with the dignity and prostigo of tho League and requested the speakers not ta bo 
earned away by passions but to exorcise restraint, not wounding the susceptibilities 
of other communities. After a few other delegates had spoken, the resolution was 
put to vote and carried unanimously. 

Women and the League 

Tho Uonso next took up tho resolution relating to women, as adopted by tho 
Subjects Committee, last night. 

Rr gum Halnbullah (U. P.) moving tho resolution pointed out tho nood for 
women’s advance side by side with men. Women, especially Muslim women, were 
particularly backward iu every sphere of life and this provod an obstacle to tho 
economic and social progress of the community. It was necessary that Muslim 
women should not only confine thoir activities to tho hearth and home but should 
coroo out of thoir seclusion, acquaint themselves with the problems and events of 
the modern world and marshal their energies to protect Muslim rights and interests. 
Islam granted greater privileges to women than other religion* and Muslim women 
should take full advantage of it. 

Considerable stir was created in certain sections of tho gathering when Maulvi 
Muhammad Farooq (U. P.) supporting tho resolution, referred to the Purdah system, 
which tho said) should not prevent Muslims from advancing to progress. Loud 
protests resounded from tho conservative sections defending Purdah, which (they 
said) was sacred to Islnm. 

The Chair, intervening, urged the andionco not to give way to excitement and 
explained that tho resolution only stated that women should bo given an opportunity 
to organise themselves under tho Leapuo in order to support it. 

Tins resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority. 

League’s Office-Bearers 

Tho next resolution taken up related to the office-bearers of tho League. It was 
announced that the Raja of Malimudabad had been nominated Treasurer of the Ali- 
India Muslim Loagno, Nawahzada Liaqat Ati Khun (tho present Secretary), Secretary ; 
Malik Ali niid Sheikh Abdullah, Joint Secretaries. The resolution' was carried 
unanimously. 

Tho Raja of Mahmudabad pleaded for funds for tho League. Ho said that ho 
wanted to collect at least ten ktkhs of rupees within six months, which would go to 
tho central fund of tho League, Tho sitting was thou adjourned till tho evening. 

Resolution os States * • 

The evening’* riiting of tho League to-day passed the resolution on States as 
a '._d by tho Subjects Committee last night. 

Mr. /fossein Imam, Member of tho Council of State from Bihar, said that tho 
League had already declared that it would not interfere in the interna! administration 
of thti States for various reasons, one of which was that Rulers o! States were 
Indians, and as such, bad tho sympathy of the League. But the Congress and certain 
other Hindu organisations were interfering directly and indirectly in some States, 
where tha Hindus were in a majority “with ulterior motives.” Various allegations 
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wero made against certain Stales, especially Hyderabad, because it was governed by a 
Muslim Huler, said Mr. Hossain Imam, but the Congress had nothing to say on 
Muslim complaints against Kashmir 

Mr, Slushtaz Ahmad, Parliatavrury Secretary of the Punjab Oovernmont, supporting 
the resolution, described tho Congiess as not national and added that tho Congress 
bad directed its “Homo Department—Hindu Mahastibha" to take steps to bring the 
States under its influence. Ho added that tho Congress kept its eyes shut as regards 
Muslim rights in Kashmir. He accused tho Congress of suffering from a “minority 
phobia" and trying to suppress tho Muslims in overy conceivable manuor both in 
British India and the Indian States, lie warned tho Congress or allied organisations 
against interfering with tho States with a view to persecuting Muslims as tho latter 
would adopt every measure to counteract snch activities. 

Khan Saheb Abdur Rahtnan (C.P.), supporting tho resolution, said that Britain 
and tho Congress were in collusion, attempting to establish a Hindu Kaj in tho States, 
especially in those ruled by Muslims. Tho Congress had cotno to realise that it 
would not meet with much success in damaging Muslim interests in Northern India, 
whore Muslims were in larger numbers. Houce all tho activities of Mr. Gandhi were 
directed towards rooting out Muslim ouituro from the Deccan and convert it again 
into a perpetual stronghold of Hinduism. Hyderabad was tho most important State in 
India ruled by a Muslim, but having a majority of Hindu population. Tho Congress 
agitation in that Btfttg was designed solely to bring Hyderabad under Hindu subjuga¬ 
tion. Ho warned tho Congress Muslims never to allow it to happen. 

Hajt Abdul Qadir (Bilmr), speaking on the resolution, said that the motivo of 
tho Congress agitation in Hyderabad was to suppress the growth of Urdu. Moreover, 
the Congress had sot up tho agitation in order to disrupt tho cordial communal 
relations existing in that Btate, .thanks to impartial administration, and to create 
discord and disharmony with a view to creating a deadlock in tho present ad¬ 
ministration. 

Mr. .VuAowijnaii Asi/har <C. P.) said that tho resolution would expose tho 
“hypocrisy" of tho Congress and its sinister designs with regard to tho States, By 
Winning over tho Stntos' subjects who were mostly Hindus, tho Congress hoped to 
gain a majority iD tho Fedoral Legislature and thereby to continue to suppress Muslim 
interests. 

Mr. Kathminvala (Delhi), supporting tho resolution, pointed out tho generosity 
«nd the menu,;ence of Iho Ninatn in supporting not only Muslim but also Hindu 
institutions. 


Amendue.vib ro Lf.auob CossirruTioH 

Tho resolution relating to nmendmoots to tho constitution of tho League was next 
taken up. These were consequential amendments, referring to the election of the 
President nud delegates from the different Provinces to the annual stission. Other 
amenilments sought to enable the Prusidunta of the Provincial Leagues to become 
members of tho Council of tho All-India I/iaguo. Another sought to ouablo the League 
members of tho Provincial Legislatures to attend the annual session as delegates. The 
amendments wore carried unanimously, 

Itooi.UTioN os Federation 

Tho resolution on Federation waa then moved by* Maulatia Zafar Ali Khan. Ha 
said that federation was a monstrous political frond, imposed upon Indians. But it 
raised othur issues which had nut usually been grasped by the people generally. Tho 
league was not antagonistic against tho Hindus generally but against tho Congress 
High Command. fin* Federation had really resulted in 8 hattlo of wits between Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Jinnnh and it remained to bo scon who emerged victorious from the 
contest Proceeding. Mr. Zafur Ah Khan Bait! that Mr. Gandhi really did not want 
India to bo free and, therefore, veiled tho roal siguitioanuo of Federation from his own 
followers. Ho was a man behind tho scenes who pulled the strings of all Congress 
activities and kept tho masses under a perpetual delusioD. Hindus independently would 
never attain freedom. It was Muslims ahmo who could free fndia and the Hindus 
from foreign domination. But Mr. Gandhi did not want complete independence nor ta 
Break away entirely from British relations. Thun an unholy pact had taken place 
between him and the Government of India commonly known as a Gentleman’s Agree- 
„ . it J- /1 ' l ji r ' jab High Command had declared ostentatiously that Federation was un¬ 

acceptable to them bat Mr. Gaudhi cover said explicitly that he did not want Federation. 
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Ho wanted it very roach indeed, Proceeding. Mr. Ztfar Ali Khan accused tbB Congress 
High Command of hypocrisy with regard to Federation. "While they professed they 
did not want Federation their real intention was to get a majority in the Federal 
Legislature. If that was assure 1 ! to them, they would not object to Federation. The 
Britishers Inn! coma to realise that their Empire was tottering and hence every 
attempt was being made to protect India from dipping out of their hands. Federa¬ 
tion was ooo such effort. Tho minorities had already been treated shabbily specially 
tho Muslims so roach so that in the Provinces where they were in a minority even 
thu Governor refused to protect their rights ami interests. As an instance, he 
pointed to Orissa and said that the Governor of that Province bad refused to listen to 
the plea of the Muslims for safeguarding their rights. The speaker had intended to 
move a resolution in tho Central Assembly in that connection but it was disallowed 
by the Governor General. Mr. Ztlar Ali Eban concluded that in whatever way Mr. 
Gandhi and the Congress High Command might treat Federation ns embodied in tho 
Government of India Act the Muslims should vest the President of the League with 
full powers to take tho necessary steps to safeguard their interests. They should 
expect nothing from either Britain or from tho Congress. 

Sheikh Abdul Majid reiterated that Federation was entirely Unacceptable to tho 
League as embodied in tho Government of India Act, The sitting was adjourned. 

Fourth Day—Patna—29th. December 1938 

Tho session of tho League concluded this afternoon. Tho resolution on Federa¬ 
tion, which was moved yesterday, was adopted. 

Mr. Z. H. Lati (U. Pd, supporting tho resolution, said that the Congress wanted 
ft majority in the Federal Legislature and hence the League should vest p,wers in 
the President to ovolvo a suitable substitute for the Federal Scheme after 
negotiating with the powers that be, or otherwise take the necessary steps to 
saleguard Muslim interests. 

Khan Bahadur S. SI. Itmail fBihar) declared that tho Federation was unaccep¬ 
table to the Muslims as tho scheme did not safeguard their interests and even in the 
Provinces where they were in a majority they would be reduced to the 
position of minority. 

Malik Barkat Ali (Punjabi declared that no Federal Scheme would be acceptable 
to the Muslims if it allowed the Federal Legislature to thwart the administration of 
those Provinces where Muslims were in a majority. 

Mr. M. Azgar Imam (Bihar) urged the Muslims to be prepared for every 
sacrifice to resist the imposition of tho Federation because it would perpetuate tb’a 
subordination of India to aliens. 

The Bcrsu Riots 

Tho next resolution on Burma was taken up. Moving this Mr. Zahur Ahmad 
(U. P.) traced the origin of the riots and narrated the atrocities comtnilteed by tito 
Burraaos on the Indians, especially tho Muslims. 

Mr. ifahmud hassan (Hyderabad) attributed tho culture and progress of Butina 
to Indian Muslims bat, he said, the Hindu Sabha and Arva Saroaj organisations ware 
carrying on propaganda against the Muslims in Burma, i'he resolution was passed. 

Fhostieb Pquct CwitcisEP 

The next resolution of Baluchistan, which was moved by Khan Bahadur Mustaq 
Ahmad Uurmain (Parliamentary Secretary, Punjab), bad a quick passage. 

Strong criticism of the British policy to the Frontier was made during the 
consideration of the next resolution, which waa moved by Mr. Zufar Ali Khan 
(Punjabi, who aaid that British policy was futiio in the Frontier since the 
tribes against which it was directed had been independent Irom time immemorial, 
lie asked the Government to change the present policy to one of conciliation. 

■ihe resolution was passed after Mr. Ziauddin khan (Frontier) had spoken. 

A resolution was moved on behalf of the Chair by the Secretary of the 
League, which related to the present Provincial League Parliamentary Boards. 
Another urged Muslims strictly to discard nil nn-Islemic customs in conducting 
meetings, while the last one, which was of a technical nature, related to thu 
payment of subscriptions by members. 

Winding up the proceedings, Mr. Jinnah said that tho League had laid 
down during the present session a fundamental principte of a revolutionary nature, 
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which was a departure from tho past, namely, tho decision lo adopt direct 
action, if and when necessary. So long, ho mud, the League bad been wedded 
only to the policy of constitutional progress. lie said that tho Patna session 
was the most successful he had aeon ever since 1913 when he joined the 
Ivnguo nml bu paid a tribute lo the nubile ttl Patna for their orderly manner. 
In connection with direct action Mr. Jintinh pleaded for patience and asked 
Muslims to organise the League so that the nine crorcs of Muslima might come 
under its banner. 


The Sind Muslim League Conference 


Welcome Address—Karachi—Bth. October 1938 


Tiso Hind Muslim League Omfcrenco opened at Karachi on iho 8tb, October 1938 
under the presidency of Mr. Muhmncd Ali Jinnnh , amidst ontlnmmHlio sennus. On tho 
rostrum wi re seated tho Premier of Bengal, ilio hon. Mr. A. K. Fnzlui Hun and All- 
India Muslim Leaderfl including Munition Hhauknt AN, Nnwabznda Linqst Ait Khan, Sir 
Currimbhov Ibrahim, Nnwab Sir Jnmnlklmm Lnglmri, tho Maharaja of Mulitaoodulnd, 
Muehina Hamid Badnyttm, Byed Ohntnm fthik Narnug, Khan Fakir Khan and local 
Muslim leaders, including Haji Hir Abdulla Hamm,Sir (ihuiam Hussain ilidayntuilah, 
Hliotkb Abdul Majid Mir Btindoh Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Khubro, Bir Biknudar 
Iliiyat Khan, the Punjab Premier and Bir Multan Ahmed. 


Sir Ahrliilla Ilarocm read tho welcome address. In tho cotirso of his speech 
Bir Abdulla recounted tlm efforts on tho part of distinguished Muslim leaders in 
the courso of tin* last lifteon years to nrrivo at a settlement with the majority 
community and pointed out how thu solution was ns far off now as it over hod boon. 
Hu severely criticised tho aHlliidu of tho majority community for not approaching 
tin* question with a determination to arrive at an amicable settlement. Bir Abdulla 
believed that tho solo obstacle standing In Iho way of a permanent solution o( tiin 
problem was the unwillingness or tin* part of tho majority community to appreciate 
the truo position and fauo it squarely. As long us tho majority community failed 
to recognise tho deop-rooted suspicion of the minorities that their interests were not 
safe in tho hands of tho majority, unless they were afforded adequate safeguards and 
protection there was no prospect of a solution of tho problem and If tho patience of 
Muslim India Is tried to its utmost capacity it might have no nlternatSvo loft hut to 
seek their salvation In their own way In an independent federation of Muslim Slatus. 
Hir Abdulin sounded a note of warning that tho recent happenings in CzdcIiq.S lova¬ 
kia would repeat themsoIveB in India if tho majority community persisted in their 
unreasonable attitude and stand in tho wny of Muslims realising their ambition. In 
this connection, Hir Abdulla urged his coreligionists to establish closest contact among 
thunisolves In India an well os with uo-ruligionists in oilier countries. 


Bir Abdulla then referred to the happenings In provinces whore tho Congress 
is ruling and said the very culture, religion and the oxistoneo of tho Muslim commu¬ 
nity were in jeopaidy and they had despaired of getting any jusllco at the hands 
of tho majority community. Wo have nearly arrived at the parting of the waya 
and until and unless this problem Is solved to tho satisfaction of nil it will be im¬ 
possible for anybody to Rave India from being divided into Hindu-india and Muslim 
India belli placed under separate federations, Tho Muslims ore wide awake to-day 
nod no effort to dupe or coorco them will hear any fruit. On tho contrary those 
who have chosen In masquerade under tho cloak of nationalism, must know that natio¬ 
nalism which believes in depriving tho minorities of its Inherent rights, is not going 
:n any wny to accelerate the freedom of India. Muslims have left no slono unturned 
to strengthen tho light for Indian’s ftoedom, although at no time will it bo possible 
for them to agree to any proposition involving a more change of masters. 


Sir Abdulla dwelt at length on tho Bind Mfnislrlal tangle and doolared that the 
Congress Party had connived with Iho Hindu Mahasabha to deprivo tho Muslims of 
Bind from having a Ministry enjoying their eonSidunce. He maintained there was no 
use shutting their eyes to the realities of the situation and Ignoring tho fundamental 
factors, lie assured tho minorities In Hind that If they played their part rightly tho 
Muslim League would afford all facilities for the minorities to have their legitimate 
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THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Tho Presidential Address 

Mr, Mahomed Alt Jinnah then delivered his presidential address, which was 
punctuated with cheers. The following are extracts :— 

‘Now that your Province is an independent ontity the greatest responsibility rests 
on the shoulders of the Mnsalmaus of Sind for the welfare and tho progress of your 
Province, Not long ago the Musalmans in Sind were divided and lorn into groups 
but to-day I am happy to find that there is a wonderful public spirit, solidarity and 
unity demonstrated and with proper organisation if yon mobilize and harness your 
powers thero is nothing to prevent the Muslim League of your province from assum¬ 
ing the reigns of tho Government of your province. It ts in your hands now. Ton 
must remember that it is yonr duty and responsibility which sails upon yoo to con¬ 
duct tiio affairs of the Government of Sind. Tho constitution enacted by the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act of 1935, although it incorporates many objectionable features, yet 
you should utilizo it with your majority strength successfully for tho economic, social, 
educational and political uplift of the people of Sind and in particular of the Musai- 
raans. 1 feel conlideut that mainiy the Mnsalmaos of Sind and the right-thinking 
Hindus will realize that tho progress and the welfare of the province lies in main¬ 
taining tho high principles of justice, fairplay and friendly co-operation amongst the 
people of Sind’, 

Continuing, ho said : “The Mussalmans of Sind have another sacred doty to per¬ 
form and a far graver task io front of them and it is that aspect which I want to 
Impress upon you. in the All-India Muslim struggle against the various forces whied 
are out to destroy and div-ido the Mussalmans by means of corruption aDd dishonest 
propaganda you have to guard yourself against it and stand solid behind the All- 
India Muslim League which is tho only authoritative organisation of the Mnsalmaos 
of India. 

‘The struggle that wo are carrying on Is not merely for loaves and fishes, minister¬ 
ships and jobs, nor ore we opposed to the economic, social and educational uplift of 
our countryman as it is faiselv alleged. Wo want to make evory contribution to the 
uplift of our people particularly Mnssalmans. Do not beiievo when you are told that 
tho police ana programme of tho League is reactionary. No honest man who has 
studied tho policy and programme of the League can conscientiously and truthfully, 
say that it is anything but fully national and most progressive. Yet the Muslim 
League and it3 leaders ore daily misrepresented and vilified. Truth is suppressed 
and falsehood is broadcast in the Congress press and news agency ; of course we 
haviug no press. But the greatest misfortune of India is that the High Command 
of tho Congress has adopted a most brutal, Ojipressive and inimical altitude towards 
the All-India Muslim League since they secured the majority in the six provinces. 

‘It is common knowledge that tho average Congressman, whether be is a member 
by conviction or 'convenience', arrogates to himself the role of a rnler of this country 
and although he does not possess tho educational qualifications, training and culture 
and traditions of the British bureaucrat he behoves and acts towards the Musalmans 
in a much worse manner than tho British did towards Indians, The supreme com¬ 
mand may well deplore corruption, untruthfulaess and violence aud may further 
deplore tile faked register of membership of tho Congress by ‘convenience’. 

Proceeding, he said, I know that Governors and the Governor-General have failed 
tho minorities, specially the Musalmans. But on the other hand we ere told that 
there is a gentlemen’s agreement and a secret understanding between the British 
Government and the Congress in consequence of which assurances were given that 
such powers will not be exercised, and so it is obvious that tho Congress Ministries 
are getting the longest rope with the result that the foolish policy of tho Congress is 
responsible not ODly for intense bitterness between tho two sister communities but 
among the various classes and interests. It has resulted in serious clashes and con¬ 
flicts and ill-wili, which are bound to recoil in the long run on the progress and 
welfare of India. And it seems that Congress is only tumbling into the hands of those 
who are looking forward to the creation of a serious situation which will break India 
vertically and horizontally. 

Mr. Jinnah said that the Congress high command had no sernpies on any standard 
or principle in their methods and added, ‘Their policy Is based on arrogance aud 
opportunism and unfortunately they are at the present moment getting the support of 
a large body of Iliad us who have respect for the Congress and they are being fully 
exploited. Kot only that but even Mr. Gandhi who has acquired the spiritual inllu- 

45 
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enco over a large body o! tho Hindu public and with his halo of Mahatma is asod by 
fhoso who surround him. Do often trios to got out of tho awkward corners by falling 
back upon bis inDor voice or tbo voice of silence and relies upon the fact that he is 
not oven a four-atma member of the Congress ■ and ho deplores corruption, uotruib- 
fulnoss and violence and pleads to his utter helplessness for tho decisions of Congress 
High Command.' 

Speaking of the situation and position that the Mussulmans had to face, Mr. Jionah 
said ; ‘It is no use relying upon anyone olse. We must stand on our own inherent 
strength and build tip our own power and forgo sanctions behind our decisions. It is 
no use our blaming others. It is no use our accusing our opponents only ; it is no 
use our expecting our enemies to bohuvu differently. If the Mussulmans are going to 
bo defentea in their national goal and aspirations it will only bo by the betrayal of 
the Musalmatis among us as it has happened in tbo past, For the renegades and 
traitors I have nothing to say. They can do their worst. But I appeal most fervently 
to those Musnlmans who honestly feel for their commuuity and its welfare and those 
who are misled or misguided and indifferent to oomo on to tbo platform of the 
Muslim League aud under its ling; and please closo your rank and life and stand 
solid and united at any and all costs and speak and aot with one voioo. 

‘Here I wish to make if cloar that I am not fighting the Hindu community as 
soch nor have I any quarrel with the Hindus generally for 1 have many personal 
friends amongst them.’ 

Referring to the tragedy of Palestine that was going on nt present and the ruthless 
repression that was practised ugainst the Arabs because of their struggle for the 
freedom of their country, ho said, “I need hardly tell you that we had most convincing 
proofs demonstrated all over India that thn heart of every Muaatmnu is with them in 
their brave ami wonderful struggle that they me carrying on against all odds and in 
spite of their being “defenceless”. Accenting io thu resolution of the Ail-India 
Muslim Longue council. August uO was observed all over India os the Palestine day 
and from all accounts I can say without exaggeration that thousands and thousands of 
meetings ware held all over India fully and fervently sympathising with those who 
are lighting for their country's freedom. Musalmans’ heart is wounded and lacerated 
when they hear the news aud the accounts of ruth loss and tyrannical oppression aud 
repression of those bravo Arabs and I know that the entire Muslim world is watching 
the doings of Great Britain there. 

‘During the recent times Great Britain has thrown her friends to the wolves and 
broken her solemn promises. Only those Buooeed with the British puoplu who possess 
force and power and who am in a position to bully them. They have also let down 
and thrown thn Miisalmans of India to the wolves. I am sure that there will be no 

f ence in the Near East unless they give an honest and square deal to the Arabs in 
aiestine. In India i may draw tho attention of his Majesty’s Government and the 
British statesmen who I am sure aro not under any delusion that Congress represents 
the people of India or Indian nation for fhero aro 90 millions of Mimimans. And I 
would draw their attention and hero also of the Congress high command and ask them 
to mark, learn and inwardly digest the recent upheaval and its consequent develop¬ 
ments which th real mod the world war. > It was because tho Sndoton Gormans who 
WBre forced under tho heel of the majority of Czechoslovakia who oppressed them, sup¬ 
pressed them, maltreated them and showed a brutal iysd callous disregard for their 
rights and interests for two decades, bonce tho inevitable result that the Republic of 
Czechoslovakia is now broken up and a new map will have to be drawn. Just os thu 
Sudeten Germans were not defenceless and survivod thu oppression and persecution 
for two decades so also tho Musalmanfl aro not defenceless and cannot give up their 
national entity and aspirations in this great continent.- 

'Hero also I may mention the Frontier policy of tho Government of India which 
the sooner it is given up tho better and methods of rccooeiiintiou are resorted to 
instead, I will therefore appeal to the British Government to review and revise 
their policy with regard to Paiustioo, Waziristau and Musnlmiius of India and the 
Islamic powers generally. It is in tho interest of Great Britain to seriously consider 
the reariBDtation in the light of the developments that httvo taken place during tho 
last two decades.' Concluding, ho asked the Musalmans to go forward and organize 
themselves all ovar India and ‘if the reasons and arguments fail our ultimate resort 
must depend upon our own inherent strength and power. I do not despair nor need 
we fear the constqoonces io this great struggle of life and doath which involves tho 
destiny of 90 millions of oar people/ 
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Mr, Jirmah’s presidential address was listened to with rapt attention, Mr. Sbaukat 
Ali raising repented ories of "Narabun Takhir" tho gathering taking up the cries. 
The tmtiro audience with one voico applauded Mr. Jinnah when ho pointed to Mr. 
■Enzliil Huq and oomplimootod him over bis reooat victory in tho Ministorial battlo, 
adding that Muslim India was behind him. Referring to Mahatma Gandhi's frontier 
visit, Mr. Jiiinnh wondered who was Gaudhijt’s physician who w;is so foolish as to 
adviso him to go to tho Frontier for rest. Tito bugo gathering signified its approval 
of Mr. Jinoah's attack on tho Congress High Command and bis strictures on the 
policy of tho Congress leaders with cries of "League Ziodabad." Mr. Jinnah next 
invited the Bremers of Bengal and tho Punjab to addross the gathering. 

Bengal Premier'! Address 

Mr, Failul Httq speaking first narrated bow in the Provinces where the Oongres3 
were ruling tlio minority interests were not safeguarded but jeopardised, bow their 
religious rights were not safeguarded, their language was Sanskritisod and their ranks 
divided. Those Muslim Ministers, who were included in Congress Ministries, were 
not real Muslims. They had sold Islam iu order to serve their personal ends Not 
content with this tho Congress was meddling with tho Ministries of tho Provinces 
where they were not ruling and they bad been from time to time trying to discredit 
and break their Governments und drive a wedgo into their solidarity. 

Sir, i'azhil Rnq added, "You have before you instances in the C. P. and U. P. 
You have also before you tho condition now prevailing in the Frontier Province. 
AVo had great hopes when Sind was separated. The Muslims, who formed the 
majority community, should hold tho flag of Islam aloft and lead tho rest of India. 
But we find to-day that tho 25 Muslim membors of tho Siud Assembly are divided. 
How can all the 35 beoomo Ministers? Ono will bo a Minister while the rest will 
have their turn in due course. How can you look for your salvation to ten 
Congressmen in your Assembly V 

“You should nloso your ranks, sink your differences and rally under the banner 
of tho League, We are all gathered hero to solve your diffioutty. We have oomo 

determined to rob a stable Muslim Ministry with the Longue programme established. 
Do not run after ofijees. You may bo a Minister in tho morning but not in the 
evening. Your solo object should bo to servo tho Muslim community. Look at the 
newly-created Hindu Province of Orissa. Tboy are doing splendidly well. Take a 
lesson from them. Give up selfish onds. If you do not unite, wo shall force you. 
You havo got tho best opportunity to fora a League Ministry and givo a fitting 
reply to the high-handedness of too Congress as practised in the Central Provinces 
and other Congress Provinces. 

"You would not have boon separated from Bombay but for the efforts of tho 
League loaders. It is proper and fitting that you should be tho League’s torch* 

bearers. Tho League is ready to guide you. Your salvation lies under its banner. 
Provo that you are true sons of Islam. Muslim nations throughout tho world are 
fully organising. Strengthen tho hands of the League. Accent its lead and guidance. 
I lock to you, H5 members of the Sind Assembly, to unite within 24 hours and to set 
a noble example. Lot Sind have tho credit of having formed the first League Ministry". 
Mr. Huq said that they were Indians but they were Muslims first and overy-thiog 

else afterwards. They also cherished independence and freedom, but thoy did not 

want it if It meant submission to tho Congress rule. He added that Muslims desired 
Ireedom which would oohanoo Islam's prestige. 

Tho Bengal Premier's speech was punotuated with repeated applause, 

Punjab Premier 1 ! Scheech 

Tho hon. Sir Sikandcr Byat Khan regretted that Muslim India's expectation from 
Sind and the Frontier where Muslims were the predominating majority wore not 
fulfilled. Do was cot prepared to concede tho claim of nationalism to the Congress, 
Congress took ono form in tho Congress Provinoes and a different form in the non* 
Congress Provinces, Ho cited instances from his experience as the Premier of the 
Punjab and pointed out that ho had beoo denounced as a rank commuualist because 
be bad got through tho debt conciliation measure which afforded relief to the extent 
of Its, 16 orores to tho poor kisaos and agriculturists of the Punjab. Both tho 
Hindus and Muslims bad benefited by this measure. 

Referring to the Congress Opposition to the Recruitment Bill, the Punjab Premier 
asked why, while denouncing recruitment in the Punjab, tho Congress lavourod the 



358 THE SIND MUSLIM LEAGUE CONFERENCE [ situcm- 

establishmeni of military colieges, rifle olubs and military training schools in their 
own Provinces, Ho declared that tho Punjab was well known for producing men for 
the army. They wero a martial ratio. Tho Punjab would not only defend tho 
Province but would stand as a protector for tho whole country and defend tho 
frontier of India in tho hour of need in case tho British Army wero withdrawn. 

Kir Sikandor Jlyat Khan added, ' Wo are not slaves. Wo know how to handio 
the weapons of war. Lot mo assure my Congress friends that in no case will I 
ailow my troops to bo sent out to China or auy other Islamic country. They will 
bo kept inside India. 1 would rather ho shot down than ngreo to Indian troops 
being sent to Palestine. Concluding tho Premier exhorted tho Muslima in Bind in tho 
name of tho Muslims of the Punjab to sink ihoir differences and to rally round tho 
bancor of the Longue for tho prestige of Islam in their own Province. 

Resolutions—Karachi — I Oth. October 1938 

Tho conference adopted a resolution, recommending to tho All-India Muslim 
League to review and roviso tho ootiro question of a suitable constitution for India, 
which would secure tho honourable status duo to Muslims and disapproving of ilia 
All India Federation embodied in tho Government of India Aot of 1035. 

By another rosoiution, tho Conference appealed to the Muslims of tho Frontier 
to throw out tho “Oundhian Ministy" and establish o Loaguo Ministry. 

Tho Conference also ndopted a resolution on Palestine, urging tho cancellation 
of tho Mandate nnd conferment of full independence on Palestine and warning !ho 
British Government that if tho present pro-jewisli policy was continued, tho Muslims 
of India would look upon Britain ns an enemy of Islam nud adopt all measures devi¬ 
sed by thq Cairo Muslim Conforonco. 

Resolutions urging Muslims to onroll themselves as voiiioteora in tho Muslim na¬ 
tional guard, wear Khadi and Swadeshi cloth manufactured by Muslim weavers, observe 
thrift and economy, encourage Muslim shopkeepers, secure. employment lor ihoir un¬ 
employed brothers, carry on regular propaganda for moral, religious sooinl, economic 
ana educational uplift, and create a political awakening amongst Muslim masses for 
speedy achievement of the freedom of Islam and India wore adopted. 

The speakers, including Khan Fakira Khan, Nawabzada Liakatnii Khan, and Nawab 
Makhdum Mohammad Hussein narrated how Congress Ministers treated Mualim mino¬ 
rities, eulogised tho League lenders' services, congratulated Kind Muslima on planting 
the Muslim Leaguo Hag on the land of Islam, saying that they had undertaken a 
tedious journey from all corners of tho country to bring to Bind tho messago of Mu¬ 
slim provinces and urged Bind to hold Islam aloft and rally under tho Muslim League. 
Thoy hoped that a League Ministry will bo established in Sind. Tho speakers soun¬ 
ded o note of warning saying that those going to Wardba bhouid bo compelled to 
join the Muslim Loaguo. 


Bengal Premier’* Speech 

Tho Hindus have suenessfuity divided our ranks and our condition to-day is 
miserable, Thoy broke Bind’s first Ministry. We thought that the second Ministry 
of Bind would serve the cause of Islam, but It happened otherwise, observed the hon, 
Mr. A, K. Fa: ltd Huq, Premier of Bengal, Mr, ilufj paid ; I assure you that you 
have the power to make Oovernors nnd Ministries and bring about their downfall. If 
thoy do not hear you punish them. If any amongst you desert you, you can compel 
them to come to the League. Wo had groat hopes In Bind and the Frontier where 
the Muslims aro in an overwhelming majority, but things to-day aro different If 
you can unite tho 35 Muslims members of tho Bind Assembly to form a League 
Ministry, you can give a lilting answer to the trealmeot meted out to Muslims in the 
Congress-governed Provinces of C. P, and Orissa. You are in a majority in tie 
Assembly and you must reap tho fullost harvest from that majority. 

Continuing, the Bengal Premier dociarodi I warn thoso Muslims who cali them- 
ReJyes nationalists that thoy must romombor that Indian Muslims will fight them. 

« 1, *.. to our fold, it will bo construod as a challenge fo nine croros 

of Muslims In India. Muslims must remember that, If nood be, they should sactiHue 
inoir lives for Islam. They cannot run away. If you aro not ready to lay down 
ynur lives, you are not tit to be Muslims, Mr. Faztul iiuq concluded : If Mabommol 
Bin hasstm, on oight-yoar old lad with 18 Boldiore could conquoor Sind, then surely 
nine croros of Muslims can conquer the whole of India. The audience signified Its 
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enthusiasm in a wild burst of cheering amidst voices, Yon order ns and wo are 
ready to lay down our lives. 

Minlitry Tangle—Karachi—12th. October 1938 

Tlio momentous eonforonoe between Muslim mombors of She Sind Assembly and 
Mr. Jiuuuh which was oxpeoted to put an end to the lone chapter of suspense banging 
over the fate of the Allabux Ministry, commenced at 11 a. m. at the residence of 
B*r Abdulla Barnon. Khan Bahadur" Allah Bux, Premier, Pir Illahi Bex. Revenue 
Minister and 25 other members of the Ministerial and opposition parties attended tbo 
meeting. It was understood that Mr. Jinnah had put forward a proposal that members 
should sign League pledges and then negotiate with other Assembly groups which 
would bo willing to work with a reshuffled Ministry accepting League policy and 
programme on similar line as in the Punjab and Bengal. 

Regarding the leadership of the party Khan Bahadur Allah Bux showed to Mr. 
Jinn ah eleven signatures and four telegrams (from absentees) in bis support, 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah made an announcement tonight at the outset of the provincial 
Muslim League conference declaring, ‘I met the Muslim members of the Sind Legis¬ 
lative Assumbly and bad nearly 10 hours' discussion with them. As the outcome of 
it 27 members out of 3d have joined the All-India Muslim League and signed the 
pledge and accepted its programme and policy. The remaining seven, excluding one 
Congress member, have not decided what they should do. I cannot tell more as l 
am issuing a statement to-morrow, f hope that in the interests of Muslim solidarity 
and welfare these seven members will still realize the wisdom of joining tha League 
and after sleep tonight better sense will prevail to-morrow morning’. 

In conelnsion. Mr, Jinnah warned, ‘I assure yon brothren, we will go forward 
dauntless. Nobody can flinch us from o ur determination. We will go ahead despite 
disappointment and machinations of iotero sted parties’. 

The conference adopted ono resolution condemning the alleged pofioy of Sind 
Governor and requesting the Secretary of State for India to make an appointment of 
another person who would not ‘constitutionally and work after the interests of the 
majority of people’. The resolution further urged the All India Muslim League to 
take np this question with the authorities in India and England. Tha resolution was 
moved by Mr, M. S. Gazlar, m. u a. 

By another resolution the conference expresssed that the Muslims had no con¬ 
fidence in the present Ministry which, 'deserved condemnation' for its various acts 
of omission and commission. The conference also condemned the attitude and the 
part played by tbo Bind Congress in tbo present Ministerial tangle. Condemning the 
present Ministry ns anti-Muslim, Sir Abdulla Haroon si. i. i., (Central) advocated 
the picketing of the residence of the Ministers and launching a non-co-operation 
movement against tbo Ministry to oompal them to resign. 

It was believed that Khan Bahadur Allah Bur, emboldened by the bright prospects 
of the Congress high command's peace with him and the consent support of the 
Congress Assembly party, adopted a stubborn attitude and refused to be dictated to 
by Mr, Jinnah. 

The Premier insisted upon a definite guarantee that he would be left untouohed 
in the office of tbo Premier and flatly declined to resign and then form a new 
Ministry in consonance with the wishes and desires of Mr. Jinnah. A disagreement 
also arose over the signing of the Muslim pledge by Khan Bahadnr Allah Bux and 
bis party. Mr, Jinnah W3S adamant that the future Ministry in Sind would be styled 
a purely Muslim League Cabinet and all members should necessarily sign the League 
pledge unconditionally. 

Jinnah’* Concluding Speech—13th. October 1938 

‘1 have made clear and am once again making dear to tbo Congress that so long 
as there is life in mo, I will never allow Muslims to bB downtrodden. As long as 
the Congress has not come boforo ns like an equal partner, there can be no peaoe 
with ns’, declared Mr. Jinnah addressing the Bind Provincial Muslim League Conference 
before it concluded a! 3 this morning, 

Mr. Jinnah said, ‘Sudeten laud was a state created artificially from Germany, but 
the people never forgot that their land was not the Siielanlaal which was ando by 
foreigners. Hence fresh maps are boing drawn up. 
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Tbo Congress wants Muslims So b® treated in tho same way as tho Sudotans. Sho 
wants to work ns paramount power. That intoxication ho* seized tho high command, 
i Tho Congress is fighting for domination ovor the Muslims. It is rank madness, but 
that has seized tbo Cougress and it is Against that design—that mad ideal—that I have 
rebelled.’ 

Mr. JiDnah proceeded : I attach more importnnoo to outside work than inside legi¬ 
slatures. Tho foundation of solid woik is outside legislatures. Tho making and 

breaking of ministries is not the isbuo bofoto us. Provincial Government aro toy 
Governments. They have no power and instead of using they aro abusing it. Tho 
Government is still in lha hands of the Britishers, let us not forgot that tho Hindus 
take it for granted that tho Congress is doing right. They aro under tho heel of 
Wurdha. Therefore it is tlin Muslims who understand tba real issuo, I have been 

ringing a fire-alarm since HKM3, hist my engine does not appear to ho efficient. Wo 

have yet to orgauizo ourselves. I am confident that witiuo four years there will bu 
00 organization more powerful thau the Muslims. 

Mft. JlKSAU’s CiUltOK 

Tn ft statement on Hind affairs, Mr. Jinnah refers to tho ‘universal desiro for 
solidarity' among tho Muslims of Hind and to his efforts for forcing a Muslim League 
Cabinet in tho province. Me mentions that an agioemniit was reached in this connec¬ 
tion and says that 'Premier Allah Hug hacked out of iho agreement 1 subsequently. 
Mr. Jinnah suggests that *Mr, Allah Mux is in the bauds of tins Congress party and 
is marking time to receive the Congress high command’s instructions’. 

Premier's Rejoinder 

“It seems that tho major issuo uniting all Muslim members in tho Assembly has 
for some reasons receded into the background and tho idealistic position for tha 
formation of a Muslim League Government is being urged without any regard to its 
future stability", observed Premier Allah Bux in a lengthy rejoinder to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah, 

lie adds that it is very much to be rogrutted that during siftings of tho Muslim 
Leaguo Confereneo at Karachi, Romo speeches wore mudo by responsible Muslim 
leaders in tha presence of Sir. Jinnah holding out various threats of boycott and 
persona! huim So thy present Ministers and their supporter* and intensifying commu¬ 
nal feeling. Hbould theso utterances result in hrcnefi of tho petu-o or tiny undesirably 
occursenoe8, continues tho Premier, tho responsibility will rust very heavily on Mr. 
Jiuntili mid other responsible Muslim loaders who took part in Iho conference. Tha 
Hind Premier concludes that in tho interests of our country, it is vory much to bo 
desired that tho two sister communities should live happily together and work for tho 
good of our mothorland and any atlompt to disturb thosu peaceful relations by in¬ 
flammatory Rpueolies cannot bu too strongly eontlemnod. 



The National Liberal Federation 

20th> Session—Bombay—30th. December 1938 

The Welcome Addreis 

Tho 20th session of the National Liboral Federation of Tndia commenced in Sir 
Cowasjeo Jolmngir Hall, Bombay on the 30tb. December 1938, the lion, Mr. P. N. 
Sapru presiding. A largo number of delegates aod visitors were present. Sir 
Cowatjce Jahangir, chairman, reception committee, welcomed the delegates to 
Bombay. In tho course of his welcome address Sir Couiasji said :— 

We last mot in this City seven years ago when I had also the privilege of acting 
in the same capacity. Again it was’ in tlu3 City in 1918, that is, exactly SO years ago, 
that our first Conference took place under tho Presidentship of one of our most 
distingnishod countryman, tha late Sir Scrondra Nath Bnunerjoe, whoa Ihe late Sir 
Dinsibaw Waehhn was the Chairman of the Reception Committee. The event is now 
past history but it might bo useful to recall tho reasons that actuated a largo number 
of our countrymen, amongst whom were several, who may well be called the 
Founders of the Indian National Congress, to secede from tho old political organisa¬ 
tion, working fur which they had spent the best part of their lives, and to establish 
a separate political organisation to carry on political work, guided by the same 
principles as they had maintained and preached for years past. They were convinced 
that lheir past political work, governed by those principles, had yielded rich fruit in 
the shape of the epoch-making pronouncement by His Majesty’s'Government in 1921. 
Many of those who took part in our proceedings are, alas, no more with us, but we 
are thankful to Providence that we still retain the services of men like Sir Chimanlal 
Sotalvnd, Srinivasa Sastri, Sir P. S. Rhivuswamy Iyer, aad C, Y. Chintamaui. Looking 
over the list of tho Reception Committee of those days, I notice the names of two at 
our most distinguished and active politicians of to-day. Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai and 
the Hon'bto Mr. A. B, Latthe. 

The reasons for tho split in the Congress Organisation 20 years ago is well-known 
to most of you. After tho lapso of these years wo many well examine tho principles 
wo stand for, and tiie reasons for our existence as a separate entity to-day. Sir 
Surendra Nath Banoorjeo in his address in 1918 laid down that : 

“Our creed is co-operation with the Government whenever practicable, and 
opposition to its policy and measures when the supreme interests of the motherland 
require it. Our guiding principle is co-operation when we can ; criticise when wo 
must. It is not oriticiso when we can ; co-operato when we must. We deprecate 
opposition for the sake of opposition. Opposition must always produce excitement 
and unrest, and is justified only by the ample reward of all legitimate opposition, 
which is the redress of national grievances and tho enlargement of popular rights,” 

It has been asserted by many that striot constitutionalism has characterised tha 
administration of the Congress Provinces aul that the Congress has vindicated the 
Libera! Policy to seek political salvation on constitutional Sines. We were convinced, 
that the only way, by which India could advance towards the goal of Iter ambition, 
waa for the'majority Parties in the Legislature to take oflico and work the Constitu¬ 
tion with ouly one object in view—Service to the Country. At first the Congress 
considered the Constitution “unworthy to be offered by England or to be accepted by 
India." But they ultimately came round to our point of view, with the results we 
are now well aware of. But after all, is tho line of demarcation between the Liberals 
and the Congress grown so faint in practice as not to justify the separate existence 
of a distinct political paity ? I assert that it would be a superficial diagnosis, 
which reveals in the present constitutionalism of the Congress a disappearance of 
those fundamental differences which go to tho root of our respective political 
philosophies. 

The mere fact that Congress Ministries act on most occasions to-day as Libera! 
Cabinets would have done, or do what secures the approval of the Liberal Partv, is 
no argument in favour of not enunciating the principles on which the two political 
parties differ fundamentally. We may be one ou numerous problems, but so are 
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jaost political parties Id the other parts of the world. Wo may approvo of some 
iegislativo or administrative measures of the Congress Ministries, whilst disagreeing 
with others; yet in their concept of ladin'H ultimate political goal and her status in 
tho comity of nations, in their concept of the methods of attaining that goal, and in 
tho concept of evolution of political thought and progress, we, Liberals, continue to 
differ from tho Congress on fundamentals. 

Our ultimate political goal ts “the attainment by constitutional means of Swaraj, 
that is to say. responsible self-government and Dominion Status for India at the 
earliest possible date." lho Congress creed is of ‘complete i ndopondenco,’ whatever 
that nebulous phroso may mean but which roust imply, among othor mailers, that 
India must ho loft to her own resources to fight against external aggression without 
hope of Toinforoement from Britain or tho Empire. Leaving aside sentimontal reasons, 
which may weigh with many for tho adherence to this principle, wo, Liberals, 
realise that ovor since tho Statute of Westminister there is no practical distinction 
between Dominion Status and complete Independence, and that our creed will entitle 
ns to a measure of protection Horn foreign aggression which otherwise will not be 
available to us. 

The recent developments in International politics has served to bring homo to 
many of our countrymen, who glibly talk of independence, that the Liberal concept 
of India's ultimato political goal is fuller, richer, and more practicable than this cry 
of ‘complete iudepondanoe,' which if over attainod in the near future, might result 
in unprovoked aggression, as has been tho fate of Austria, Czecho-Blovakia, and 
probably China Examine another vital difference between the Congress and our Party. 
Constitutional though to-day, even to tho extent of being indistinguishable from 
tho Liberal Party. Congress has not abandoned its policy of 'direct action,' The 
Liberals differ from tho Congress ia their mothndH of attaining their political goal. 
During this very month there havo been uttered threats by prominont Congressman 
to postpone tho advent of Federation if need ho, by a resort to Civii Disobedience 
and tho Working Committee of the Congress itself ia threatening tho Princes, that if 
political progress within the Btates do aot come up to tlio expectations of the 
Congress High Command, the Congress would resort to direct notion. This is nluar 
ovidene© to tho Liberals that there has been no change cither mentally or officially 
in Congress methods, which wore onco put into operation to tho great detriment of 
tho peace and progress of our Country. This is a fundnmoutnt difforonco on which 
there can lx> so compromise and wus proeisely thu issue on which the great schism 
occurred withia the Congress in 11118. 

We may have been called cowards and the most uncomplimentary language may 
again be the order of thu dny, hut wo shnil continue to warn our countrymen that 
direct action will not lend us to tho goal of our ambitions while suffering, hardship 
and disorganisation will follow in its wake. I assort that the tieoessity to abandon 
these methods, oven if temporarily, by Congress is a triumph of Liberal foresight. 
Tho Liberals canoot abandon liglithenrtodly, for securing of a vetieor of temporary 

f oiitical unity, a principle for which they have fought those twenty years. The 
.iborals from conviction heliovo in ordered progress. They think and fool in terms of 
evolution. All attempts at a temporary advance by tho mothod of direct action 
is regarded by them as definitely dangerous to ultimate political progress. 

Wo befievo that if tho Congress abandoned Its present method of constitutions! 
Government, and resorted to Civil Disobedience as threatened by its President, large 
numbers of thinking people in India, who, while approving of tho present constitutional 
Congress policy, would bo most unwilling to subject this Country to a fresh spell of 
political confusion. Hiich people will then naturally turn to a politionl party which 
has no communal basis and which can afford a common ratiying centre for the bulk 
of political opinion, which docs not belong to tho ‘direct aution’ school. There are 
again a largo number of politically minded persons who though they do net label 
themselves as Liberals approvo of and follow liberal principles and there are others 
who although behoving in and practising tho principle of Swadeshi refuse to bow 
down lo the fetish of K had (far and bo forced to spin flvo thousand yards of yarn 
as a franchise for a political party. 

D wilt thus ho observed that distinct in 1 (b outlook on political thought, distinct ia 
,t! nPin its method of attaining political salvation and charged 
with distinct purposes, tho Liberal Party must eontinuo ila separate political career, 
may be overshadowed at times by tho spectacular strides of other political parties, 
put always capablo of fulfilling the tasks expected of it and lor which it took birth. 
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THE WELCOME ADDRESS 3Gt 

Federation 

Tho most important question for consideration just now beforo tho Country is 
t!io impending Federation. The Liberal Party has noser boon enamoured of tha 
schema. It has criticised it and pointed out its defects. "Wo have realised that it is 
unlike any other—Federation that exists in tho World and it may even be called 
illogical to lievo a—Federation soma of tho component parts of which are based on 
Democracy, whilst tho others are based on Autocracy, Moreover tho position in India 
is changing from day to day. New factors have arisen which require careful 
consideration and analysis. All parties agree that tho unity of India is an essential 
factor for its happiness, progress and prosperity ; that without unity it cannot take 
proper place in tho British Commonwealth of Nations and in tho World. 

Tho Congress demands certain changes before they commit themselves to givo a 
helping hand to tho Federation, Their main demand at present appears to bo with 
regard to tho Indian States. They believe that the introduction of tho aloetlvo 
principle In the Indian States is essential. One can understand their point of view. 
Without this they see no liopo of gotting a clear majority in the Federal Chambers. 

Snob a majority can only bo obtained firstly, if they win nearly every seat they 
contest in tho—(tenoral Coast itnonolcs in British India, and secondly, if they succeed 
in getting a targe number of Muslims to stand and win oa tho Congress' ticket in 
Muslim Constituencies, or thirdly, if they get representatives of Indian States to 
join tho Congress. While they may succoed in winning mo3t of the scats in tho 
General Constituencies in—British India, they are not at all hopeful of direct support 
from tho other two sources. They can therefore never bo in an absolute majority. 
And hooco thoir demand for tho oluctivo principle in Indian States, whereby Con* 
gross candidates eon Id stand and would most probably succeed in a very largo 
majority of the Constituencies, 

Ou the other hand, tho Muslim League has declared in uuoquivooal torms that it 
is not prepared to allow any change with regard to tho system of representation of 
tho Indian States. No political party that believes in Democracy can possibly opposo 
tho etootlvo principle but still ono can understand tho Muslim League point of view. 
If tho Indian States return Congress candidates is large numbers as they are likely 
to do, tho weightnga given fo the Muslim Community in tho Central Legislatures 
would bo reduced and would further tend to make the Muslim block a more ineffec¬ 
tive minority. 

Wo must faoo realities. Wo cannot continue for long with an irresponsible 
Central Government with tho Brovinces under Ministries responsible to thoir Legis¬ 
latures. Wo cannot expect tho administration of the Indian States to come into lino 
with British Indian Provinoos within tho next conplo of years, specially with re¬ 
gard to thoir representation in tho Central legislatures. His Majesty’s Government 
have already declared that while thoy will not oppose, they will not bring any 
diroct or indirect pressure upon tho "States to make such radical changes as will 
moot with tho approval of tho Congress. On tho other hand tho Muslim League 
would strongly opposo if His Majesty’s Government suggested any other method of 
treatment, Tuerelore as matters stand at present It appears that tho only chanoo 
of forming a Government under tho Federation, which can hope to command a 
majority, la by a coalition between tho Congress, tho Muslim League, and other 
Groups. 

There are some other objections to tho Federation whiob have boon pointed out on 
numerous occasions by all parties. Several of them also apply to tho Constitution 
under whiob tha Provinces aro administered to-day. Experience has shown, as was 
pointed out by many Liberals, that although tho objections seems formidable on 
paper they would not bo so in practise. It was pointed out that if any of tha safe¬ 
guards were used by tho Governors in an unreasonable and provocative manner tho 
Ministries always bad tho remedy of resignation with fow chances of the Governor 
being able to form another Ministry. In practise this has turned out to be correct for 
there has not been any such interference. The same applies though perhaps in a 
lesser degree to tho Centre. I do not think it is possible to demand that tho 
administration of the defence of the Country should bo handed over immediately to 
tho Federal Government, but there is no reason why tho Federal Qovernmont 
through its Finaneo Minister should not exercise considerable influence on the policy 
and administration of tho Department. Conventions will rapidly grow np, whereby " 
the Defence Department will bo forced to take tho Federal Government more and 
more into their confidence. In the samo way there is no reason to believo that the 

Aa 
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Influenee of tlio Federal Government will not bo felt on the administration of the 
Railways, and the sstno will apply to the exchange policy of Government, At tho 
some time it must nevor bo fotgoHen that if tho Federal Government has behind it a 
substantial majority in the Legislatures, it will bo very dilTicuIt for any Governor- 
General to opposo tho Government on any fundamental issue. The Government can 
always resign, and if tlio issue on which they resign appeals to tho Legislature end to 
tho Country at large, tho Vicoroy will find himself confronted with a very cm bar ras¬ 
ing situation which ho will make every effort to avoid. Aftor tho experience that 
has boon gained in tho Provinces I do not think any political party would bo justified 
in refusing to work the Constitution, it shortly therefore boils down to this, that 
either tlio Indian States agree to the introduction of tho oleetivo principle which 
they oro not iikoty to do, or there must bo a Coalition Government. 

I am poifectly awnro of the views of the extreme Loft Wing in tho Indian 
political life. They do not desire that any constitution should work. Tlmy would 
object even to complete independence if they felt that the Indian Government would 
bo run on democratic lines and that Marxist principles would ba unacceptable. Hut I 
am sure thnt the largo majority realise tho advantage to our Country of taking jiosoa- 
sion of the Central Government and working it in tlio best interests of tho Mother¬ 
land. Tlio Congress however has taken up tho position that It is tho only political 
party in India that counts. They contend Hint theirs' is the only school of thought 
throughout India and that they have a monopoly of patriotism and political wisdom. 
They profess to speak for all classes ami nil creeds and that all Hindus, all Muslims, 
ail Depressed classes, and oil other minorities rolled into ono compose the Congress. 
In this wo ore certain they are mistaken. Thu very fact that they oamiot capture a 
majority of tho Muslim seats oven in British India is oicar evidence that tho claim 
of tho Congress to be tho solo representative of Indian piooplo is untenable. Thoy 
must win over tho minorities by such concessions as oro demanded of them and 
they must ho prepared to work with other political parties for tho common eoud of 
tho Motherland. 


Tire Cut? or Communism 

I am now compelled to touch upon an aspect of political lifo in India which is 
causing anxiety to a largo number of our countrymen holding high positions in all 
political parties. Tho School of thought, which condemns “Imperialism" nnd mis¬ 
interprets its manning as domination of ono country over another, does sn because it 
objects to any form of Government constituted under tho present isooia! Order. 

During the past twelve months them lias been an increase in tho Communist 
activities throughout the country. Encouraged by tho removal of tho ban on various 
Gift Wing Organisations by tho Congress Governments, Communist propaganda has 
increased by leaps and hounds. Tlio usual demand fur tho dictatorship of tho 

f iroletariat after the Soviot model Is frequently heard. Everyone is aware that in 
fussir, tho Communist theories were put into practise 21 years nge, CommuDistn has 
had Its course for full twenty years and morn. With what results '( Tho answer to 
this is given by Eugene Lyons, United Fress Correspondent in Moscow fur six years, 
in his book “Assignment m Utopia", recently pttidished. Ho had gone to tho ll.ts.ijl.lt. 
in svarch of equality, freedom and justice, Ifo left with “tho sense of leaving behind 
mo n nation trapped. Trapped physically, with blond hounds and machine guns and 
death sontuneea guarding tlio frontiers to ptevent people escapiug." 

The main principle thnt is followed m Russia to-day is ‘from each according to his 
ability, to each according to his work.’ When Communism started in Russia the 
slogan was “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need." This 
is tho slogan that is being raisod in India to-day, notwithstanding tho fact that Russia 
has givan a go-by to tills principle. 

In Russia there is as much disparity in tho wage* of the wotkers as in any 
capitalist country. Thu Communist Busses receive salaries 40 or 0 J times that of tho 
ordinary worker. Among tho workors themselves each industry has got its own 
categories, about 8 in number, with a marked difforcnco in the wages for tho different 
categories. Thero is very littlo difference bolwean Communism as It obtains in Russia 
to-day and Capitalism. Tho death-knelt of Communism in Russia is not confined to 
wages alono. 

Instead of building up a classless society as was claimed by the high-priests of 
Communism, Russia has built up a society with now classes more in number than 
existed before. According to roporta of visitors to Russia published in books or in 
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{ho European press there aro at least six different olassses, each separated from 
the oilier by clear linos of demarcation. 

Tho right of inheritance has been restored. People aro encouraged to iovest money 
in Slate Loans or deposit in Savings Banks. Private incomes derived from work and 
savings ate specifically protected by tho New Constitution, 

There has been o serious break-down in every branch of Industry, and planned 
production exists on paper alone. Tho worker is ill-fed sod ill-clothed, lives in a 
miserable room with at least six others and drags on a miserable oxistonco witbont 
grumbling loudly, lest ho should bo sent to Siberia or shot forthwith. Sabotage and 
silent destruction of tho machinery are tho only courses loft open to him to register 
his protest. Tim only satisfaction or compensation for all his sufferings the worker 
guts is to bo called 'Comrade' by his Boses. Tho dissatisfaction against tho regime 
has spread so widoiy that sinco May 1937 tho Russian execution squad is kept busy, 
Fince May 1937 tho Soviet Government have executed 1,200 people. Since the same 
Uato 30 of tho tS candidates for tho Central Committee of the Communist Party, 9 ont 
of tho 13 Commissaries of tho Russian Federal Republics, tho Prime Ministers of tho 
9 of tho 11 Republics, tho heads of 13 Industrial Trusts, 4 Trade Unions, and 4 news¬ 
papers, 8 of tho general staff of the Rod Army, and 1200 Communist Party members 
havo been either shot or sent to Concentration Camps. It is indeed a matter for 
thought that with the growth of Communism in Russia the number of prisoners itt 
the slave camps also show a rapid incroaso. Tito strength of tho Concentration Camps 
which in 1927 was 1,40,000 rose to 70 Iks in 1937. Among these seventy lacs wore 
one million women. And this is happening in tho land which is a modal of liberty 
which the Communists would hnvo us copy. Wo ore told that such sacrifice is in¬ 
evitable especialiy when tho change over from one systom to another has to be made 
and that all llieso aro ovents of tho past and that with tho inauguration of tho New 
Constitution in Russia the people there enjoy such freedom and liberty as could not 
bo found iQ tho most democratic form of Government. 

True it is that (ho Constitution exists on paper. Rut in actual working Stalin's 
will is tho Constitution, Freodom of speech and freedom of tho press do find a place 
in the Constitution. But if one talks or writes anything against the regime ho will be 
charged as a traitor and shot. The New Constitution guarantees employment to every 
worker in the State, This is being made much of by the Indian Communists. No 
doubt, unemployment has been abolished by a Decree. But tho worker is deprived of 
all elementary freedom relating to his occupation. What is in force in Russia is 
industrial conscription. Tho worker has to accept the job that is provided for him in 
such place, at such wage, and under such condition as determined by the bosses. Ho 
can either accept tho job or starve to death. Ho cannot choose the place of his 
occupation, or cannot bargain with his employer for batter conditions and higher 
wages. Sinco tho State is the employer and sinco the State is always right tho 
worker has to accept what is offered to him. 

M. Klebor Leg ay, a prominent French Socialist, Secretary of tho French National 
Federation of Miners, alter a visit to Russia last year stated : 

“It is absolutely untrue that the lot of the Russian miners is to bo envied by 
those in our countries. The Russian miners, ail things considered, are more than 
fifty years behind our own. I willingly acknowledge the difficulties which face the 
leaders of the Russian revolution and thoso which still exist to-day. But I cannot 
understand why and with what object people have so grossly deceived us about condi¬ 
tions of life and work in Russia.” 

Do (tie majority in tho Congress desire this state of affairs in India? If they do 
not, they must take strong measures to seo that tho uneducated and poverty-stricken 
masses of our country are not misled by self-seeking individuals, who seeing no 
prospects of climbing the political ladder, taka to causing, whatovor may be the 
tiovernment in power, as much harrassmout, obstruction and worry as Is possible. 
This propaganda constitutes one of tho greatest dangers to our progress both socially, 
financially and industrially. Wo realise that our tradition, culture, and our great 
faith in religion may make it difficult for such propaganda to succeed, but that is no 
reason why severe and immediate stops should not bo taken -against a School of 
Thought, which desires to upset tho whole Social Order of our Country. 

Tbe Prejidentlnl Addrei* 

In the coarso of bis presidential address. Mr. P. N. Sapru said :— 
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Wo aro living in ono of the most perilous periods ia tho history ot mankind. 
Tho war which was to ond wars has loft bitter memories behind and to-day men 
and women live io fear of impending war, tho oonsequeueo of which on civilization, 
as wo havo known it, no ono can foresee. Iha great nations of tho world oro drift¬ 
ing into disastrous conflict with one another and sotonoo which has enabled us to con- 
quor tho physical forces of nature to an amazing degree, threaten to become a demon 
of destruction. Tlioro is no doubt that sinco 1931 there has boon no incredible de¬ 
terioration la international relations, in rospoot for international law, morality and 
tho sanctity of human lifa. Wo live in an atmosphere of war. though wo pay lip hom¬ 
age to peace. The League of Nations which, if it had been effective, would have sym¬ 
bolized a great rovolutioa in history, finds itself powerless to prevent tho success of 
an aggressor in war or promote peaceful settlement of international disputes. On all 
critical occasions its existence is ignored and tho so-called ‘rejuvenated 1 nations with 
assertive nationalisms which soek to domioato tho world, havo disoovorud that, if 
heavily armed, they can coerce, by show of force, tho powers who had oomo out 
victorious In the last war, who had imposed on tho world a peace which all thought¬ 
ful raoa could foresee was certain to lead to future complications and who seem to 
havo lost, in a world of conflicting ideologies, tho mind and tho will to eland for clean 
and just methods of settling international disputes. Tho fact Is that these nations 
who have accepted tho Nazi and Fascist ideologies aro thinking entlroly in terms of au 
exclusive nationalism Indistinguishable from racialism in its worst form”, now territories 
and new markets tor their goods. The selfish possessive instinot continues. Morality, as 
tho Christian world has known it, has no place in thotr schema of life, Christians as 
they are. They glorify the nation-Btato, deify it, and subordinate tho individual entirely 
to it Iboy go on piling up armaments, they Increase the barriers to trade among 
notions, they covot tho powers that havo command over tho largor part of tho 
world's raw materials, thoy dream of reviving tho glories of old Romo or the holy 
Roman Empire and thoy havo discovered that foreign relations with people who 
jwsscss tho good tilings of life, who aro tho guarantors of tho adjustments mado by 
tho Treaty of Versailles, can bo conducted, in tho piotwesquo language of Mr. Eden, 
on tho basis of *6taud and deliver’. 


I cannot help fooliop that a great part of the responsibility for tho present world 
situation rests with Britain and Frnucu who have followed policies, which have weak¬ 
ened definitely tho forces of libera! and Hocial democracy and strengthened thoso of 
fascist reaction, Tho situation in which tho British uud tho French Governments 
found themselves at Munich was largely of thoir own creation, Thoy woro reluctant 
to make to a domooratio Germany concessions of which wo hear so much. They 
allowed Japan to defy tho League and conquer a part of China in 193t. 
Thoy were prepared to soo Germany occupy tho Ithinol&ud by force without any 
effect)¥o action on thoir part. Thoy would not agree to parity of armamants with 
Germany at the Disarmaments Conforoooo and tho Conforonco ruituruily failed. They 
woro not prepared to take effeotivo stops including oil sanctions to prevent Mussolini 
from swallowing up Abyssinia, They doniod belligerent rights to tho logitimatu Gov¬ 
ernment of Spain and wouid not ovon strictly enforce tho so called policy of non¬ 
intervention. Thoy stood by and saw Germany iotorvuno and annex Austria by 
methods which could not be regarded as just. And finally, when at tho behest of 
tho Gorman Dictator, Henloln and Kundi nod promoted oiyii strife in Czechoslovakia 
and tho German Dictator threatened a world conflagration, Franco and England woro 
not prepared to stand for tho principle of settlumont of international disputes by 
peaceful methods and allowed Czechoslovakia whoso territory Franco had undertaken 
to respect and preserve under tho Franco-Soviet Poet and England under tho Cove¬ 
nant of tho League of Nations, to bo dismembered at his command. Thoy were, 
and continue to be, quiet spectators of Japanese aggression in China, 


If this is tho situation in Europe and tho Far Fast, that In tho middle 
iMt is not less unsatisfactory, Brituin has now discovered that she has given 
? , ? contradictory pledges to Jews and tho Arnb populations in Palestine, 
inc Arab population continues to bo stirred up by Itaiiau and German propa¬ 
ganda and is not unreasonably apprehensive of its future in a laud whieb, 
° £ IBt ? ry , Cji ‘-' lst be, the ArabB quite justly claim as theira. The 

S ibinl. i tho bm,k 0 f wttr jn September l M t and while we arc thankful 
h.V’ th,n re«rii>, t s >a if r * , ? lt .w 0f *"\ cr,flOT “down by a brave small country and its 
D i. rC " P Vt ,ctl bioid, that truly great man, Dr, ,Bones, war was averted, we 
cannot share the optimism of those eulogists of Mr, Ncvilto Chamberlain who 
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think that the Munich Pact is the harbinger of lasting or permanent peace. 
We cannot overlook ibe fact that the Pact hva dismembered the odd country 
which bad made a success of democracy in Europe, mado Germany the virtual 
master of eastern Europe, enormously increased her prestige and military strength, 
broken tip lor all practical purposes the popular front in France and the system 
of alliances which France had built for herself, weakened the forces of Liberal 
and social democracy ait tho world over, strengthened the Eome-lkrlin-Tokio 
axis and dealt ■ death blow to tho League of Nations which was Iho one solid 
achievement of the statesmen responsible for the Peace of Versailles. It ia 
difficult for ns to believe that the German and Italian dictators will bo 
content with what they bavo achieved. Indeed thero arc ominous signs that 

thi-y arc not. It is permissible to bold that if Britain and France bad been 

loyal to the League, had stood by the principle of collective security and 

gathered round them the smaller States of Europe who were prepared to follow 
their lead, and had collaborated with Bosnia, who, whatever her other faults 

might be, has been loyal to the League and the international ideals it stands 
lor, the world would not have witnessed the disheartening spectacle of tbe 
betrayal of a small country whose only fault was that she was loyal to her 
obligations to them and was not prepared to accept in her internal arrangements 
the totalitarian conceptions for which Nazism aod Fascism stands. 

The broad fact that stares us in the face is th3t Franco and Britain yielded to 
force, when they were not prepared to conccdo to argument. -That is tha really 
fatal precedent', as rightly pointed out by Viscount Cecil, established by this 
transaction.' Whatever snbtlo difference* there may be between tho Godcsburgh 
plan and the Munich Pact, there can bo no deoying the fact tliat democracy aad the 
processes and the purposes for which democracy stands have received a blow from 
which it will take lime lor it to recover. Even tho apologists of the Munich Pact 
and Government gpokosraon like Earl dela Warr recognise now that it has not 
improved the European situation to tho extant it was expected to. Consider tho 
situation for a moment. Iaspita of tho no-war pact England and France find it 
necessary to rearm with even greater determination that they have been doing so 
far. Tho A agio-Italian pact notwithstanding, Italian votuoteers continue to fight 
lor Franco’s Spain and the Italian Government connives at anti-British propaganda 
among tho Arabs, Tho German press, forgetting obligations under tho Munich 
Fact to Britain and France, blesses the maaufactnred propaganda for tho return of 
Tunis and Corsica by France, propaganda which is not calculated to smooth relations 
between Franco and Italy. Tho question of tho return of tbe colonies remains 
unsettled. Germany is certain to press for their return and they oannot be returned 
easily by maniatory powers, to a totalitarian state without tho consent of the 
population of those territories, Britain has lost a great part of her trade with 
Eastern Europe aad both Britain and the United States find themselves in danger 
ot losing their South American trade to Germany. Eastern European powers continue 
to come more aad more under tbe sway of the German dictator. Franco’s victory in 
Spain is almost certain and who will deny that it will give Britain an insecure 
base in Gibraltar ? The Jews in Germany and Italy continue to be persecuted 
with even greater ruthlcssncss than before aod that persecution is creating 
difficult problems for the democratic States. With Japan fighting in China 
and Russia excluded, disarmameut is not possible and Germany and Italy are 
not likely to agree to a reduction of armaments now or in the immediate future. 
The situation in Memcl is becoming grave and it remares to be seen what the 
effect of Mr. Chamberlain's declaration of British policy in case of hostilities 
between Italy and France will be upon Franco-British relations. Japan's victory 
in China and her nearness to the Indian border have created new problems 
for Britain and necessitated a reorientation of the defence policy. Can anyone 
who impartially reviews tho international situation deny that we find ourselves 
after the Munich Pact, faced with a situation ia which the meoaco to peace 
and democratic civilization is greater and not less than before ? I have been 
driven to moko these observations as I would like tho country squarely to 
face the dangers which tho new ideologies have created for us. ’For it is no 
longer possible for us to lead an isolated existence. India is realizing that she 
is part of a larger world. 

It is therefore a matter for genuine regret that the suggestion of Mr. Attlee 
and bis colleagues that .external affairs should be transferred to the control of 
the legislature was not accepted by the Iramers of the new Government of 
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India Act. The present position in rrgaid to external nlTaica is (bat, though 
wo are original members of tha league of Nations, wo caunat even discuss or 
ofler criticisms in tha hgiahituro on foreign policy. Surely this is something 
which is indefensible. Of what use is membership of tha Lenguo to India if her 
sons nod her government cannot express themselves, in o constitutions! manner, 
on tbo vita! questions of life mid desth for tmtioos, tuitions in whom n largo 
section of our population is interested in tha middle East V 

Viewing tho world situation in its proper setting bearing in raiutl what those new 
imperialisms are and moan for tho weaker races of miiitfciud, I thiuk wo were wise 
in fixing as our objective Dominion Status as defined in tho Statuto of Westminster. 
No ono disputes that a country hits a right to aspire to bo independent It is equ¬ 
ally Into that the British Commonwealth is nut an achievement of the fiidtan race 
and that the Indian people cannot tako prido in it as Britishers and those who aro 
of British stock cun. But Dominion Status whiuli is a dynamic conception is hardly 
distinguishable for auy practical purpose from virtual independence. It is a free associa¬ 
tion of free peoples in no way subordinate to ono another. In a world full of menace to 
tho democratic States, «vo have in tho British Commonwealth of Nations, an organisation 
which can provide tho base for a system of collective security. And surely democra¬ 
tic states must pull together. In a world full of menace to tha Asiatic and Afriean 
races, it would give to ludio a sense of security which an entirely iudepeudent oxis- 
feuce cannot. 

But if forgetting tho dark chapters in our relationship it is wise for us to accept 
it loyally and unreservedly as our objective, it is equally tho duly of those who 
control British policy to ondow India as speedily as possible witii Dominion Status, 
for Indian thought is running in channels which threaten to make an Iutlo-Brilish 
Commonwealth an unacceptable iduul. 

'I'lio lesson tliawn from tho rocusit happoutngs in Europe by 0 prominent Congress 
lender was that Indio must seek her salvation outside tho commonwealth as stie is 
entirely opposed to tho foreign policy of Britain which is pro-fascist. Emphatically I 
am no supporter of Ur. Chamberlain's foreign poiiuy. I have subjected it to such 
rapid criticism as I could in this ndress and I disliku fascism ub intensely as any 
living man. But tho present British tlovuriiment is not otorual. No Government 
is oturnal. Indeed important sections of British opinion aro opposed to its 
foreign policy. To huso on this ground ono’u objection to tho objective that 
wo liavo set before ourselves is to misread tho nature of tho British con¬ 
stitution and misunderstand tho character of Dominion .Status whiuli gives to tho 
Dominions tho right to dotormine for thenisulves the extent, if any, to which they 
will participate in any war in which England might find itself involved. Wo have 
no reason to apologize for tho objective that wo liavo set before ourselves, 

Wo aro as determined as any other political party in tho country that oitr country 
shall ho free*, but wo foul that this full freedom which wo seek is recouciiuhlo with 
loyally to tho objective of an Indo-British Commonwealth of Nations to which wo 
may have something distinctive of our own to contribute when wo have reached 
our political maturity. 


I strongly hold that the problem of Indian defence requires to bo viewed in its 
international setting. Tho interests of India, England arid Km dcmocratio world ro- 
quiro that India should bo made as speedily an possible snlf-salltciout in the matlor of 
defence. Tim fundamental difficulty that wo have to face is tliut tho Government 
havo dono alt that they could in the pa«st to make tho average Indian believe that 
thu dcfoEco forces exist not only for tho purpose of defending India from oxtorna! 
aggression and internal disorder but for maintaining and perpetuating an alien govern¬ 
ment responsible to the people of another country. No strengthening of tho Criminal 
. ro - Amendmeat Act can or will change this feeling. What is needed is a change 
in the British outlook on problem cf Indian dofoncu. What is wanted is 

an t°nnn^l 1 , l .n l H lvou ]? . c ![ a ' , b*» lf >« ultitudo of tho Indian pooplo towards defence 
sill coaviijcfl thom that it in thoif moat vitiil couccrs. 

s„v T . h lT, r 'm ing f", 1 °* «' iH l^incipt 0 requires that it should bo made clear beyond 
linmlniana lly n 0t da ", ht t! mt't !» not intoii jol to troat iudia difforoatly from the 
, lh ® niat,or ui do, °nuo and that defoneo shall at no distant dak* bo hur 
2! ; y ° *!? , M 1 ani( J wa ? aud t0 t!l ° 8am ‘ J degreo as it Is that of the Domi- 

BQW . Dovcrnmont of India Act does not provide 
I no automatic transfer of couttol o£ Djfenco to tho Indian people within a 
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defined period specified in the Statu to itself. Tho formoia ‘increasing concern of the 
Indian people and not tlia British pooplo alone' is vague, indefinite and nnsalisfactory. 
If it moans that tho final development in regard to defence will bo some sort of a 
dyarahic arratigomont whereby bath Britain and India will share control over it, 
with India as junior partner, then wo owe it to oursolvos to state in tho plainest 
forms possible that wo can never reconcile ourselves to it. We can never accept a 
position in regard to dofeneo oontrol lower than that of the Dominions. Wo aro 
not and have never been opposod to n period of mutual adjustment and indeed the 
proposals which were made at tho Round Tnblo Conferences by Liberals and other 
progressive Indian politicians proceeded on this basis. 

In its constitutional aspuots tho problem requires not only a clear enuncia¬ 
tion of tho objective but also during tho ported of transition, some visible stops 
whioli would incroaso tho ttiiluonco of tho legislature over it, which would make 
tho executive responsive, if uot technically responsible, to opinion voiced in the 
legislature. It is, therefore, necessary to insist that in any reconstituted central 
or federal government tho member or councillor in charge of tho army shall 
bo tui Indian drawn preferably from the legislature. It is further necessary to 
insist upon a standing comimtteo of tho legislature prepondoratingiy Don-official 
in diameter, tho function of which should bo to a-ly.oo tho an thorities on 
dofeneo policy, dofonco expenditure and employment of Indian troops abroad, 
if and whoa necessary. Tho decisions on tho committee should in my judgment 
bo treated as binding upon tho question of the employment of Indian troops 
abroad. Our position in this respect should be noitbor higher nor lower than 
that of tho Diimnions. Tho policy regarding Indianization should during the 
period of transition bo under tho control of tho Indian Legislature. I would also 
urgo that wo should press that tho at my budget should ba strik'd on a contract 
basis for fixud periods after a tlior ottgh enquiry on which the icgislature should ba 
directly represented through elected representatives. This agreed sum should bo open 
to discussion but not subject to the vote of tho legislature. Any excess over the 
agreed amount should bo subject to tho vote of thu legislature. Till such time as 
full responsibilities bus been achieved, it will, perhaps from a constitutional point 
of view, bo necessary to give to thu Governor-Genera! power to incur fresh expen¬ 
diture iu excess of tho amount contracted for in oases of emergency, tho legislature 
subsequently having tho right to discuss but not vote this amount. It may be said 
that some of those proposals would involve a change in tho Government of India 
Act but wo have never agreed to that Aet and wo cannot accept tho validity 
of the argument. 

Only tho other day wo wore told by Earl Raid win that tho rearmaoont programme 
necessitates that Government should mobilize industry. Success in war in tho 
modern world depends upon a comprehensive military Organization which utilizes to 
the fullest extent possible tho man-power and the industrial and agricultural 
resources of a country. Hero unfortunately owing to tiro mutiay complex from 
which our military experts suffer, the problem has never been viewed in this perspec¬ 
tives. Recruitment to tho standing army is confined to cortain classes and creeds. Apart 
from the fact that tho present policy has created a virtual monopoly in favour of one 
particular province and has perpetuated llie present cast distinctions, it is open to tho 
grave objections that it is unjust to tho other provioco which contribute equally with 
the Punjab to tbo federal revenue and which nlso havo glorious military trnditions l as 
any students of Indian history and oven Anglo-Indinu history will bo able to testify. 
It is urged in defence of the present policy that tbo standing army is not 
large in numbers and that consequently tho military authorities hud convenient to 
recruit it from classes which have a particular aptitude for a military career. No 
one denied that having regard to tho size of the country, the standing army is not 
to bo largo. But it is conveniently forgotten by tho apologists and upholders of the 
present arrangement that a substantial part of this army consists ot British troops 
which can and ought to bo reduced consistently with tho safety of tho country, suo- 
stantially. liven Government, by transferring throe British battalions from India to 
Palestine, havo admitted that there is at least a partial truth in our criticism. Our 
view is and has ail along boon that a substantial reduction loading eventually to tho 
elimination of British troops is possible in the country, that this reduction would 
lesson the cost of tbo army and that if British troops aro so reduced, provinces and 
classes that get no cbanco of recruitment in tho army would get in the future. 

it is the height of unwisdom to make tho democracies of future dependent for 
their safety and tho integrity of their country—in which all of US havo an equal 
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Interest upon a professional army drawn largely from particular areas and classes. 
Experience has Bhown that tlio Indian officers recruited from tho so-called non- 
martini races havo proved to ba as highly efficient os tho officers drawn from tho 
martial rncos and tho British officers. Why cannot, then, tho men from the areas 
and classes which nra not ndennntely represented, ho expected to giro as good an 
account of themselves ? It is all a question of opportunity, training, creation of right 
environment. Surely, it is not right to emasculate entire populations. Sirelyitis 
not righteous to deny to those who wish to servo their country as soldiers the oppor¬ 
tunity to do so. Surely tho mon who como from tho other provinces hnvo a greater 
interest in tho fortunes of this land than men drawn from tho independent kingdom 
of Nepal. Connected with this rpiestion is that of n proper army rosorvo available in time 
of national emergency. In building up hor rosorvo, England lias not resorted to com¬ 
pulsion and it will bo agreed generally that, apart from any objection that wo may 
havo to it on principle, and I confess I am opposed to it ia prinoipio, compulsion 
in military servioo ia not a practicable proposition. Tlio Indian array has a strongth 
of 1,55,000. Tho reserve is only about 35,0 0 only. Ia England, according to tho 
figures available for 1937, tlio total number of regular troops was 2,10,000 and tho 
strength of tho army rosorvo amounted to J,33,000. 5Iodorn countries have discover¬ 
ed that an efficient army system requires that man BhouiJ, nftor receiving proper 
training in tho regular army, be absorbed in the rosorvo available for emergencies. 
You wilt agree with mo that tho rosorvo should bo strengthened. Not only havo wo 
have hardly any territorial army worth mentioning, but vory iittlo oSTort has boon 
mado in tlio past to develop it, and there are not adequate opportunities for military 
tiainiog for our youg mon. 

With a moro careful husbanding of our resourcos, with groator Ind'mrm.jtion and 
the reduction of British troops and a more reasonable contribution by Britain 
towards our defence thnn she is making nt prosoni, it should have boon possible for 
us to attach some importanoo to our atr and uava! forces. As it is, a vory largo 
portion of our rovenuo Is absorbed lu maintaining tho land forces and our Defence 
department has paid so far very iittlo attention to Btroagtluming tlio Indian air and 
imval forces, Too oaso for spoedy fadinni/ation of tho officer ranks lias boon stated 
over ond over again by us in our resolution and tho resolutions of other public 
bodies and tho legislature. I would not like to tiro you l»y repeating those arguments 
hrtro. At tho present ralo it will tako aonturias for thu Indian army to bo ludiuoizei. 
Tho rate of recruitment to tho Royal Indian Navy too is grossly inadequate. 4 com¬ 
mittee will shortly bo sitting to consider tlio question of Indiunizatiou, I hope that 
tho composition of this commutes will bo such as to give public satisfaction. It 
should bo preiiondoratingly non-official in character. I may also express the hope that 
its recommendations, if thoy should turn out to bo progressive, will not moot 
with tho same futu as those of the Committee. Wlint wo aro untitled to insist upon 
is 0 scheme which will Iitdianize within n roasoablu short pariod, the officer ranks 
of tho army. Aloro tinkering with tho problem will satisfy no am. Into tins ques¬ 
tion raised by curtain announcements made fur Increasing tho pay ond othor condi¬ 
tions of service to tlio British army in India. I do not proposo to outer. I am suro 
you thoroughly disapprove of tho policy which impose, without any nonsidorntiou for 
the Indian tax-payer, fresh burdens on India. Wo havo a committee at 

present going into tho question of army reorganization and tho financial contribution 
that Britain ought to make towards India. It is to bo dooply regretted 

that Indians havo beun excluded from serving on that eommittco, I am suro that you 
will ogrue, therefore, with thu view that was expressed by Sir Chiraanlal Botlavad 
that Indian self.respect requires that ludiaas invited to appear before tho Chatlield 
Committee should ueulino to do no. 

1 nhali now pass on to tho constitutional issue. Whoa Lord Irwia declared that 
Dominion Hiatus was implicit ia tho proamblo of tlio Oovornmont of India Act of 
1919 and that a conference would be hold at whluli an effort would bo made to 
arrive at precise agreement* with Indian representatives, and that tho Indian States 
weald also ho represented at this conference, wo welcomed tho announcement as a 
diTmito commitment on tho port of Britain to Dominion fcjtatua for India and the 
conference method in which wo behoved us a noeossary Sequel to ao exclusive British 
commission. But as years wont on, wo found that tho dilieronoos botweon us and 
tho British statOHmen In powor wore vital and when tha roport of tlio Joint Select 
Committee was published, wo found that our dearest wifdiaa had boon rgaorol and 
that wo were being given a constitution which had many retrograde features aud 
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which wo felt would retard India's progress towards full responsibility and nation¬ 
hood, Wo felt that tho price which wo were asked to pay for greater freedom in 
tho provinces was not worth paying and wo had, laterals as wo were, no opinion bnt 
to take the lino that tho constitution was utterly unacceptable and that indeed wo 
were better without it. It was not that wo were opposed to federation. There is a 
mystio unity underlying India and fur our part wo have always believed—and believed 
earnestly—that a federation which would unify India t9 the only right objective for 
us. Realists as wo wore, wo are not opposed to a defined period of transition and 
we were even agreeable to reasonable safeguard demonstrably in tho interest of India. 
Hut a careful study of tho constitution as it was proposed by the Joint Select Commi¬ 
ttee convinced us that it was likely to create blocks in the way of our further pro¬ 
gress, and that in recommending it, tho committoe had not only ignored the memo¬ 
randa submitted by tho Indian delegation, the excellent draft report of Hr. Attlee 
and his colleagues but also tho Prime Minister’s declaration at tho first conference 
that the reserve powers shall bo so framed as not to prejudice tho advance of India 
to full responsibility. What determined our attitude was tho Implication of some of 
tho more serious features of the scheme, such for example as (a) tho provision that 
relations of Indian States outside the federal sphere should continue for ever to bo 
with his Majesty's Government (b) tho virtual veto which the scheme gave to rulers 
of Indian States over constitutional development, (c) the heavy weightage given to 
tho States in representation in the federal legislature (d) tho commercial discrimination 
clauses which have been so framed as to make it virtually impossible for the Indian 
Government to give subsidies or bounties to Indian industries and which are calculated 
to create now vestud interests round thorn (et indirect election to the Federal Assembly 
which is calculated to split up British India representation and prevent national issues 
coming up before a national electorate (f) almost co-equal financial powers of tho 
two Houses and the provisions for immediate joint sessions to settle disputes (g) 
tho provisions in regard to tho relative strength and power of the two Houses th) 
tho communal award which in calculated to make a nationalist solution at somo 
future date more difficult, (i) the financial safeguards and tho reservation of monetary 

f olioy in tho hands of the Governor-General (j) the provisions in regard to the 
ederal Railway Authority which would take the railways virtually out of tho 
control of tho Federal G ivurnmuot. (k) tho provision that'Indian States' representa¬ 
tives will bo appointed by rulers of States and tho voice given to them ia matters 
of purely British India concern, (l) the absenoo of any provision in the Act for 
further constitutional development, (m) finally and most important of all the absence 
of any machinery in the Act for the automatic achievement of Dominion Status 
within tho meaning of tho Statute of Westminster. These, we felt, were features 
which would place obstacles to progress on democratic aud nationalist lines. 

You will thus see that our objection was to certain vital features of the schema 
taken as a whole and not to any pirlicular p3rt of it only. Tho Government of India 
Act iB an accomplished fact aud we gladly admit that it has been working in the 
provinces better than wo apprehended. The blocks against which we fought have 
been created aud the only important provisions of tho Act which remain to coma 
into operation are those relating to tho Federal Executive and the Federal 
Legislature, Whatever our dissatisfaction with tho constitution—and I have not 
concealed my utter dislike of it—tho position at the centre today is intolerable. An 
irremovable executive lias ttf take its orders from the Secretary of State and regulate 
iis relations with an elected legislature. Often we find that Indian interests have to 
go to tho wall. With democratic governments in the provinces, friction between tho 
executive aud the legislature is likely if the centra! constitution is allowed to 
remain as it is, to grow more aod not less. Tho central constitution cannot aud 
must not bo allowed to remain as it is. We feel that the rulers of the Indian States 
have it within their power to make a contribution to the solution of the problem of 
a central government by agreeing to send only elected representatives to the 
legislature. Such action on their part would bo deeply appreciated in India, give 
them immunity from attacks which no Princes Protection Act can give for party 
affiliations in the legislature, protect them from being dragged into the vortex of 
British India controversies aud British India party politics, free them as nothing else 
can in tho federal sphere at ail events, from intoifercDco by the Political department, 
strengthen their hold over their own subjects and maku a real party system of tho 
centre possible. That oven in the conditions in which they find themselves, some 
ci their men should on certain occasions have sided with Butish India representatives 
47 
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in cheering nod heartpuing far tlwso who roalteo that a great many of tho questions 
with which wa have to deal at tho centre are of ao I udo-British character. Wfl 
cannot forgot that tho lata 8ir Saltan Ahmad Khno was a signatory of tho minority 
report of tho Hunter Committee, that General Rujwado throw his weight on tho side 
of progress in Ihe Chetwodo C'ommitteo and was a co-signatory of tho minute 
associated with tho honoured name of Sir Ss?aawamy Aiyar, and that his Highness 
the Maharaja of Bikaner was oritieal of tho monetary policy of tho Indian Govern¬ 
ment at tho Round Table Conference, But a nominated block is inherently incompa¬ 
tible with responsible government and the tpiostiou lias porforeo to bu looked at from 
tho point of view of principle. 

No ono knows whether federation will materialize and when. No party sooms to 
want it in its present form. As a party wo are averse to indulging in threats but 
wo have repeatedly made it clear that we stand for agreed solutions and not imposed 
ones. Wo do not believe in imposed solutions, They do not work or work only 
eronfciSy. They do not settle questions, they moruly accentuate them. We have 
pointed out the directions in winch tho sclterno of fodorotion must bo revised in the 
numorous resolutions that we liavo passed on it, Tho more important modifications 
essential for its successful working niivo boeu sot forth in tho memoranda of tho 
Indian delegation to the Hound 'Table Conference and tho draft report of Mr, Attlee 
and bis colleagues. Wo have pressed for those modifications before and wu shall 
go on pressing for them in future. We have no faith in tho mothod of a constituent 
assembly. A real constituent assembly, as tho experience of history teaches us, 
can come only as tho result of a successful revolution. Wo do not stand for rovo- 
Intion. Wo stmid for democratic process, fur ordered progress, if you prefer this 
phrase. Wo do not profess to know what tho advocates of a constituent assembly 
liavo in mind. But if what they meant by a constituent Assembly is nothing more 
than a convention or conventions such ns those which Buttled the constitution of 
Australia, wu are prepared to say that that is an aspiration which wo share with them. 
But wo dare uot blind ourselves to tho present communal situation, and with dis¬ 
sensions in our ranks and our experience of the Hound Table Conference, we cannot 
put it forward as no immediately prnotienldo proposition. 

Wa do not know what the ultimate decision in regard to federation will be. Mr, 
Bose has been saying that if it Is imposed, the Congress will resort to mass civil 
disobedience. That way lies disaster. Wo owe it to ourselves and to tho country 
which wo love as dearly as Mr. Bose, to mior n warning, tu the present tense 
communal atmosphere, against the daugurs of such a course. 

Fortunately, the wiser heads of tho Congress have been keeping discreetly silent. 
It would, in my humble judgment, bo o grievous blunder on the part of democratic 
provinces to give up In pursuit of a weapon which experience has demonstrated to 
bo a double-edged ono, the position of advantage they enjoy at present, tho opportu¬ 
nity they possess, within their limited resources, to do constructive work for social 
and economic uplift und establish correct conventions of responsible government and 
traditions of democracy, it would bo serious mistake loo to abandon the lover 
lliay possess, to control the touduncios of a centre which, it. in apprehended, will be 
unduly conservative. That is nut tho way to combat the now constitutions, Polities 
is the art of method and results. 

Wise statesmanship consists In sizing: u l> situations'and devising effective weapons 
lo moot them. Not by refusing to itaridlo ihu machinery Hut up at tint centre but by 
utilizing it in an independent, eouraguons and constructive manner fur the removal of 
those obstacles which the Act has, unfortunately, placed in our way, shall wo bo aide 
to build up a mighty force which evott thiH extraordinarily ngiil constitution will nut 
be able to resist. There is no inconsistency in condemning the framework of the Act 
and then bonding it for tho promotion o( these unde we behove iti. Wo should 
despair of tiiu future if iva did not believe in tho capacity of Indian (including Indian 
Htales) and British statesmanship to prulit by eiporiuuce gained of the Government of 
India Act in operation. Let us, therefore, tufco care to see that in an attempt at 
wrecking the federation, wo do not wreck our,selves. 

I shall with your permission now offer a few observations on tho question of the 
Indian states and tho democratization and modernization of their adrailustrations. Thu 
developments in British India, the possibility of Federation materializing, and tho 
time-spirit have had their inevitable reactions on tho Indian slates, and the subjects 
of the judrau states naturally desire that thoy should have the institutions which wo 
oojoy aad which wo wish to ace dovelopod and oxpanded. Aa Liberals who believe 
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In lh 0 democratic principle and the British system of jurisprudents it is impossible 
for ns to withhold onr sympathy with what is reasonable and legitimate in their 
demands. We cannot stand for one system in British India and quite another in 
Indian stales. That is quite impossible. It is to be deeply regretted that progress in 
the two tndias bag b«en unequal. It is a fact which we may and do deeply deplore, 
but cannot ignore. We are, for our part, quite prepared to recognize that the states 
are in varying stages of political and educational development, and that what is 
possible in British India may not perhaps in its entirety bo immediately possible in 
ail the Indian states. But neither British nor Indian opinion can be expected to 
npbold sygtema of government which are too ante-diiavian for the requirements of 
the times. 

Wo have no desire to dictate to their Highnesses, but as patriotic men who are 
(we would ask them to believe) not unfriendly to them, we deem it our duty to say 
that it is imperative in the mutual interests of both the Indies and the smooth 
working of federation, that the two Indias should have approximately the same 
standard of government. 

We would, therefore, urge their Highnesses to declare responsible government as 
their objective, an objective for the realization of which they will work as speedily 
as the circumstances in their respective BtateB will permit, by _ conceding instalments 
of responsible or representative government, establishing independent judiciaries, 
granting fundamental rights including those of free speech and association, limiting 
their civil lists and establishing the rule of law and the equality of all citizens before 
the law. It roust, in fairness to the more enlightened rulers, be recognized that they have 
latterly shown an appreciation of the new forces that are at work and in consequence of 
that taken steps to modernize their administrations. Constitutional government would 
strengthen and not weaken their hold over their subjects, as the example of the 
House of Windsor shows. It would give them a security which personal rule, how¬ 
ever benevolent, cannot and a freedom from that paramouutcy which is often so 
irksome to them. Wo hold it to be imperatively necessary that genuine representa¬ 
tive government as a prelude to responsible government should be established in all 
the states, in some o! a more advanced type than in others, but no state should be 
without it In some of the states the most advanced type of representative govern¬ 
ment is possible. In the more advanced states it is possible and desirable to go* 
further and their subjects would be justified in pressing for and the rulers would 
bo wise in conceding to them a substantial instalment of responsible government. 
Wbat make* an administration worthy of respect is adhereDce to those canons of 
good government which were so well emphasized by Lord Irwin (now Lord Halifax) 
in a memorandum which was communicated by him to the rulers and which was 
published by the Indian Social Reformer in its issue of Dec. 3. We should have been 
nappy if we could with truih say that these canons are adhered to by all state 
administrations. Subversive activities—activities which sap the foundation of a state— 
canoot be (ought by a denial of freedom of speech, press or association. They can be 
fought effectively only by bold and comprehensive measures of reform, by recogniz¬ 
ing the right of (he subjects to agitate in a constitutional manner for the enlargement 
of their right* and the redress of thair grievances. It may not be possible to have 
responsible government in its most developed form—we have not got it yet in 
British India—all at once but it is possible to have executives which are responsible 
in spirit, if not in strict legal theory, to the feelings and wishes of elected represen¬ 
tatives of the people. Wbiio it is essential (bat there shouM be representative 
government and the rule of law, we are not among those who desire to see the 
Indian stales eliminated. We could have wished to see them, Indian as they are in 
origin, excel even British India. But it is the duty of a true friend to be frank and 
it is is that spirit that I have ventured to make some observations on state adminis- 
tion. But if it is the duty of the states to be progressive in spirit and their 
methods of administration, it is equally the duty of the subjects not to resort to 
violent or berate methods. We are constitutionalists. We have limited ourselves to 
certain methods in which we believe. We canDot be expected to stand for one 
method la British India and quite another in the Indian states, and particularly 
those states which offer no obstacles in tho way of real genuine constitutional 
agitation. Restraint is not a sign of weakness, it is a mark of strength. 

I propose now to invite your attention to the working of provincial autonomy. 
In estimating its working we must bear in mind (a) that the constitution being 
worked m one to which Indian political parties have cot agreed, <b) that It is 
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being worked in eight provinces by n party which found itself engaged in direct 
action nt the timo when the constitution was being evolved, {e} that tho party in 
powor in these provinces had made promises of a now heaven mid oartli at a tirua 
when it had ant made up its mind to assume responsibility and was not certain of 
doing so, (d) that She federal issue is not regarded as Wing settled, (u) that owing to 
the system of eloatorates and tho friction between the Congress and the Muslim 
league tho communal situation has deteriorated, (() that the country has not recovered 
from tho effeots of tho ecouotnio depression mid even in normal times it is extraor¬ 
dinarily poor, tg) that the Congress lias an extreme left which has often given 
trouble to it, {h} that the limited resources and tin? fixed charges which they have to 
respeat do not main? a rapid development of social serviues possible mid, (i) that 
totalitarian conceptions dominate the world today. If you bear in mind these considera¬ 
tions you will probably agree with mo that it is n matter for satisfaction that tho 
provincial governments, and in them 1 inntiidu tho Congress governments also, should 
havo acquitted themselves gonoridiy speaking as well as they have. 

The Congress governments nro learning what wo havo always emphnsisod that 
liberty has to bo reconciled with order, that administration is an art which requires 
not mere talk but wisdom, sympathy, tact and firmness. 

Generally speaking, tho ministries havo approached their task in a spirit of com- 
mondablo onargy. But while recognizing tho Hueuesa which has attended provincial 
autonomy—and wo must not omit our tribute to the Governors, and services also for 
their admirable spirit of cooperation—it is no part of our duty ns independent uritios 
to ignore oorlnin disquieting tendencies. There is lunduncy ms the part of tho leading 
spokesmen of the Congress to identify it with tho notiun. Undoubtedly tho Congress 
is a powerful organization and it is the government in night provinces. But wo are 
thinking in democratic and not totalitarian terms. A constitutional opposition is as 
essential for tho sucessful operation of demourncy as a clean and honest government. 
There are bodies of men who do uot belong to that organization and they have® right 
to insist that their existence shall uot bo ignored. Perhaps a reason for thin tendency 
whoro it exists is that the average man fools that united action undor well-directed 
leadership is necessary in tiro oircumslmecB in which India, which has uot achieved 
hor freedom, finds hersolf. But that is a lino of development which is, in my judg¬ 
ment, no longer upon to us. Sociat find economic questions ara coming to tho 
forefront and tho introduction of rnsponsihlo government has made it essential that 
the country should bo able to provide alternative governments to tho goverumonls 
in powor. It is to bo regretted that lho oppositions aro weak nnd often communal 
in composition. That perhaps is a penally that wu havo to nay for our system of 
electorates. 


Further, there is a tendency to rush through legislation without a thorough con¬ 
sideration of its reactions on tho social and economic life of the community. Often 
tho procedure of a select committee is dispmwuJ with. You have had an example 
of this So tho Trade Disputes Bill recently beforu tho Bombay legislature. Instances 
havo occurred where tho highest courts Imvo had to comment on interference by 
rndivjdnal Congressmen with ths civil and judicial administrations of thoir districts. 
There havo boon casus of interference even on tho part of Congress ministries with 
judicial processes and with judicial findings. Soroo Congressman have sometimes ba- 
havod as if they individually had powor over district dr judicial authorities and com¬ 
plaints have boon hoard—complaints of which even Congress Governments have had 
to take notice—of atbtfnptiug to influnnoe adminstratiun otherwise than by means of 
open discussions in tho legislature and other formal procedure, Tho Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, to which wo objected and they objcctod, has boon used to stifle 
aoti-lliDdi agitation in Madras. Thera is too much intolerance in the party and even 
its leaders aro not free from it. A refusal to see the other side of the picture and 
a belief that wisdom and patriotism aro to ho found exclusively in their ranks 
only are characteristic of it. 

andV.nfilm'" com0 l0 , l , h0 inatitution of ,!)0 so-called High Command. Well, ladies 
? !u ®cn, you and 1 aro uot accustomed to semi-military language, aad I oou- 

L f . or 1110 understand tho reasons which havo been usud to justify 

and u!iit^ f’t'„ntl undtrtilamJ tho cbko for national govorumouts, nationul coalitions 
m Mdusivn i.tnviili’r UrHt: V , C ‘ H Uro “ ? atl0Ual party and we have always boon opposed 
ting each other .m i * ! lsn> ’ * ? aQ understand ministries of different provinces consul- 
L w M ^ C0DH V t,E S their party outsido the legislatures uad keeping 

m touch with their parly maohioea. B ut I cannot understand this insulation. What 
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is our objective 7 Is if democracy or is it some abnormal form of democracy un¬ 
known to countries in which tbo fibcraJ state flourishes ? That is tho vital question 
raised by tho Ktiare controversy. We aro not interested in the personal quarrels 
between Dr. Kharo and his colleagues. But there is a public aspect of the incident 
which wo cannot ignore. That a body of men. however eminent, who are outside 
tho legislature, should dictate to the Premier and his colleagues and that the Prime 
Minister and his colleagues should, forgetting their responsibility in the legislature, be 
controlled by them, is something which ia quite inconsistent with domocracy as wo 
understand it. Healthy conventions of collective responsibility cannot grow if 
ministers and legislatures are made to take orders from a body outside the legislatures. 
Just consider what the High Command is. Colleagues can appeal to it against their 
chief, chiefs can be censured and expelled for asserting their authority, cases to 
which ministers have laken, rightly or wrongly, certain decisions, can be submitted to 
it for revision, legislation pending before tho legislature can bo referred to it for 
settlement. Wo cannot approve of all this. Even parties which have revolutionary 
background have never developed a machine like the High Command. Parties 
preserve their integrity and control their extreme elements by other means and the 
Congress, if it wishes to preserve its integrity and control its heterogenous elements, 
must devise some other methods of doing so. 

I propose to make some observations on Congress policy in general. 

I have this to say on their financial policy that it appears to be a carious mixture 
of sacrifice of revenue and imposition of new taxes, of ill-judged economies and 
lavish expenditure on hastily considered schemes. 

I have to invito your attention to another feature of Congress policy. Cue of our 
complaints against tho old bureaucratic government used to be that it was unwilling 
or at ail events reluctant to separate the judicial from tho executive functions. 
Congressmen too were equally vehement in Ihoir nonoffieial days in their condemna¬ 
tion of this combination of functions. But today wo hud that the attitude of the 
Congress has undergono a change. Soma of their spokesmen have spoken as if they 
were in love with the present system of combination of fnnolions. The scheme 
which has been devised in tho United Provinces of judicial magistrates is a mere 
eye-wash, fn Bombay too the attitude of the ministry towards this question has, X 
believe, been equally unsatisfactory. 

The need for separation of functions is greater and not less under a system of 
party aud responsible government. Pure justice is the greatest blessing that a 
civilized state can confer upon its ciiizuus, It in not enough that there 

slsould be justice. It is further essential th3t the pubiio and the parties concerned 

should havo confidence that justice is being done. A scheme which will separate the 
functions is not impossible of being put into operation immediately. The fact is that 
the will to separate them is lacking. The desire to control the judiciary has become 
perhaps as keen with Congress government as it was with the old bureaucracy. 

Yon wil! perhaps allow me to offer a few remarks on Congress educational 

policy. 1 am not wrong in saying that so far they have evolved no policy. 1 
think yoa will agree with me in holding that the Wardha scheme is educationally 
unsound. It is wrong to give to education a severely tnilitarian character 
from the very start. You and I do not want our children and our neigh¬ 
bours' children to bo turned into factory workers without even tho res¬ 
trictions which the Factory Act imjiose on employers. It has been 
left to this country to discover that education can be made self-supporting. I 

should have thought that a party which claims to represent the masses would 
realize that educational opportunity ia fundamental to economic opportunity, 
that higher education cannot be measured in terms of rupees, annas and pies. 
In western Australia 1 found that university education was free. Here it is being 
urged by responsible spokesmen that universities should be made seif-supporting, 
that they should be turned into mere examining bodies, that cultural 
education is of no use, and that tho charkha and the spinning wheel 

can suffice to make our children grow into intelligent, efficient leaders and 
workers in ao age of machinery and fierce international competition, for world 

markets. I am—aud I think you too—are unrepentant believers in higher 

education, ia well-planned education, which is neither too exclusively literary 
nor too exclusively vocational. Pressure is needed to keep the Congress govern¬ 
ments straight in this matter of education. Expansion of education in all 

directions—primary, secondary and university—is necessary if this country is to 
take its proper place among the nations of the world. 
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Gentlemen, the economic issue in, I should any, tho gravest of nl) the issues 
that face us. Thero is poverty and hunger and misery in this land. Tha vast 
mass of otir people have (o live in unhealthy conditions and go through life 
without opportunity to develop their faculties. Tho purchasing poser of Bullions 
of our people Ir nlmost ml and their standard of Mo consequently too low. No 
one who he* ft heart can fail to sympathize with human misery mid a* Liberals, 
it h/iB been our endeavour in tho past nnd trill continue to bo so in the future, to 
find n solulion of tho problem of Indian poverty which increasing population, the 
economic depression and tJso unfair policy of the governments in tho past have 
accentuated, I think you will agree with mo that the new provincial governments 
have yet to evolve n constructive) policy of economic development which will ba 
both practical nnd fair to nil ihn interests involved. 1 nlso think that you will 
agree with me in welcoming the tililUtivo taken in this direction by llie recent 
eonferenco of Congress ministers nnd other prominent Congressmen. I think 
you wili further agree with me that Government nnd people should aim nt a 
well-balanced economy nnd that that requires that agriculture should receive 
equal attention with industry, A well-directed policy is not possible without 
tho help oi the Central Government, but the policy of that Government in recent 
yeora has, f think, not been such a* to inspire confidence. We should inter 
alia press for (a) a reconsideration of the monclnry policy and the rupee 
ratio, (b) a more liberal fiscal policy, (c) bilateral commercial agreements which 
would expand our export trade, "(d) a policy of nmro aetivu encouragement 
for our iiidustrirs. and (<) n more active policy of capital expenditure by 
borrowing on public works, f ulso hold it essential that them should bo 
more cooperation between capital nnd labour than thero unfortunately is nt 
present if we are lo achieve big n suits. We have always endeavoured to hold 
tho scales between capital and labour even. As men who behove in and 
Bland for social justice, we have always been particularly solicitous for the weaker 
side. Wo have always supported whatever has satisfied us is reasonable in th 3 
demands of labour and have always pleaded for the human touch in Industry. 
Personally, f hnvo always held fast to the motto nf that truly ethical statesman. 
President Koosevelr, "huoianily before profits'. Healthy trade unionism bus always 
had our full support. We bavo always supported beneficent labour legislation 
and indeed, have always pleaded for belter condition* for both our industrial 
and agricultural labourers. Hut wo fee! that tho present industrial strife is 

not likely to lead us anywhere. Our principal problems am under-production 

and under consumption, We cannot solve uio economic problem merely by a 
bethr distribution of what wu now produce. Thu crying need is increased 

production. It is essential that thero should be peace nnd harmony in industry 
if we nro to achieve rapid industrialization. Too many strikes, revolutionary 
slogans, (brents of overthrowing the present social order, the many injustices 
of which wo recognize and seek to redress, by violence or semi-violence, defeat 

their own object. They do not weaken, they slrengihen tho forces of reaction. 
Perhaps you will allow u personal rehireiieu. I claim lo bn a friend of labour. 

I hovii taken such intentit as I could lit labour legislation and tho work of 
the International Labour Organization nt Genova and have drawn my inspiration 
from Geneva. As a friend of labour, I consider it my duty to ndvtso moderation 
on the part of labour, * 


I should like to mako one or two remarks on our nttitudo towards tenants and 
landlords. That our sympathies should bo with the tenants is not only understand* 
bijIo but natural nnd inevitable when you remember that we are Liberals and not 
lories. It is not our lack of sympathy with the (counts, or any desire to maintain 
the status quo (we do not wish it lo ho maintained as our resolutions show) that 
has compelled us to criticise certain parts of ihu Tenancy Rill now before the United 
irovm.x* legislature. It i» the senso of justice which is the key-stone of Liberalism, 
that has forced us to point out that it is not proper to imposo obligations upon a 
5, ,* tt “ a deny to it adequate facilities to fulfil them. Congress has yet to learn 
that vote-catching devices are no substitutes for well-thought oat legislation. 

itii the exception of Zanzibar where an agreement bus bent reached in regard 
■oxiety IraJU 10 c * ovo coudition of Indians overseas continues to bo a souruo of 

The position of Indian settlers in South Africa has at no time been satisfactory. 

dehiriornlo ar,d 1 noUf with regret that nt the Transvaal United 
iarty, which is supposed to bo less unsympathetic than tho other parties, resolu- 
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tinna were passed eapgeHUng a more atringent application of immigration taws in 
reaped of Asiatic* and the formulation of n scheme to prevent ^encroachment' by 
Asiatic* in European areas. At the present moment there is sitting in the 
XraciHvaat a cotnmisaicn to enquire into too evasion* of tbo Jodian community of 
tba law* restricting them from acquiring ownership of land.. In our view, tbo 
Indian problem in South Africa cao not be solved by malting existing laws more 
■triagent but only by granting Indians the elementary right of citizenship dow 
denied to them. 

In Kenya the Indian community is perturbed over the proposed Order in 
Council regarding iho reservation of the highland areas to Europeans, Any 
such statutory recognition would perpetuate a condition of affairs which is not 
only unjust to Indian settlers but inconsistent with that claim for equality of 
citizenship which wo can never give up. 

The question of land tenure and the proposal to tighten existing immigration 
restrictions in Fiji should also receive our attention. 

ft is unfortunate that tho Royal Commission on the West Indies which has 
started work in Jamaica has no Indian on it. The report of tho Commission will 
be awaited with interest aa we have a considerable Indian population in British 
Guiana and Trinidad. 

An event of major importance is Iho publication of Sir Edward Jackson’s report 
on Indian emigration to Ceylon. He has expressed ths opinion that Indian immigrants 
have contributed greatly to tho development of Ceylon and recommended continuaoca 
of import of Indian labour. Wo cannot allow Indian emigration until the policy of 
Ceylon Government changes, ft is a matter for regret that the Village Communities 
Uiili nance has not been amended on tho lines desired by Indian opinion, 

in view of Ur. Chambeflaiu’s foreign policy, it is imperatively obligatory, in mv 
opinion, to make it clear that India is interested in Tanganyika and that she wifi 
resent any stop which transfers this mandated territory to ft totalitarian state which 
has treated her minorities ia tho manner Germany has. It is to be hoped that the 
League of Nations will not bo ignored in settling this question. Wo mast insist 
tijiiu freedom of vote for our delegates on this question and insist that on this issae 
they should be bound by the opinions of the Indian legislature. 

Ladies and gentleman, wo sometimes feel apprehensive of the future of Libera¬ 
lism in tho modern world ao in our own couutry. In my opinion there no reason for 
despair. Tho truths onshrined in Liberalism are eternal and they cannot die. We, 
Indian Liberals, realize that our aims and objectives cannot bo different from those of 
our fellow-Liberals in other parts of tho world. Wo Sind ourselves in a world of 
conflicting social philosophies and tho average man is entitled to know what our 
particular creed is. You will, therefore, pardon roa if I endeavour to re-state the 
fundamental tenets of Liberalism. Liberalism, which is a child of the Protestant 
Reformation, the French Revolutionary era and tho nineteenth century nationalist 
movements, stresses Die worth of the individual and his capacity for, as we!! as his 
right to, unfettered development and self-expression. It visualizes a social order, a poli¬ 
tical and economic system which will provide every individual with n decent standard 
of life. It stands for the reign of discretion and proclaims that freedoms of thought, 
speech and association are vital for the growth of tho individual. Its conception of 
litierty is Dot a merely negative but a positive one. It asserts with enthusiasm and 
intensity of conviction that only iu the democratic state can men and women find 
real security for good government and the antagonism between the individual and 
tlio state bo reconcile 1. It rejects the materialistic conception of history and the 
doctrines of class war, proletariat dictatorship, world revolution and tho labour theory 
of value. It emphasizes humanity and social sdidarity. It affirms tbo right of all 
nations, big or small, to work out their destiny without interference by alien 
imperialisms. It works for social juslico by diminishing through state action—such 
for example as the development of social services and the method of taxation— 
grosser inequalities of fortuuu which constitute a blot on modern civilization and 
make a harmonious growth of human personality impossible. It believes in placing 
tiio burden of taxation on those who are best able to boar it, but not sa as to bo 
unfair or oppressive. It opposes privilege and monopoly wherever they may be 
found to exist. It assorts that poverty and all that goes with tt—slums, dirt, vice, 
disease, misery, ignorance aud superstition—is revolting to tho social conscience and 
that it is the imperative duty of tho community to eradicate it. It stands for 
equality of opportunity, for a social system iu which it shall be possible lor all to 
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start lifo, without avoidable handicaps. It endeavours to brook down tho rigidity of 
class barriers and maintains that it is tho duty of government to bo fair to all 
sections of tho community. Unlike a mechanical soainlism it refuses to bo bound by 
tho hide bound dogma of tho nationalization of the moans of production ami distri¬ 
bution as a panacea for all the ills to whivli sooioty is heir. But it is not opposed 
to nationalization where and when necessary. It favours, where necessary and 
desirable—.witness for example tho American 'experiment—state intervention m and 
state regulation and control of the economic life of tho onmmuoity. Hut it is opposed 
to regimentation of Jifo. It stands for a dynamio conception of lifo for progress, for 
reform and not stagnation. Experience has taught it that in human affairs mon cannot 
dispense with gradualooss, but gradunlnoss for it implies action and is not, as Professor 
Prgou would Bay, a name for standing still. It hoiioves in a wider and justor diffusion 
of economic power, and io Mho joy of possession.' It maintains that only in and 
through service can tho individual achieve perfection nnd loft In this country to 
discover that education can be made Rolf-supporting. I should have thought that a 
party which claims to represent tho masses would realize that educational opportunity 
is fundamental to economio opportunity, that higher education cannot be measured in 
terms of rupees, Annas and pies, in western Australia I found that university 
education was free. Hero it is being nrged by responsible spokesmen that universities 
should bo made self-supporting, that they should ho turned into moro examining 
bodies, that is to say, his idea of self-perfection by acting ns a member of a social 
organization in which each contributes to tho better being of nil tho rest’, and that, 
as n recent commentator has pointed out, Mho othioal value of tho institutions of civil 
lifo lias in their operation’, as ‘giving reality to tho capacities of will and reason and 
enabling them to bo really oxoroisod'. Surely a crcod like this can novor dio. It can 
die with life itself. 

I have endeavoured to stale our objectives as I fool that an Idealistic background 
is necessary for political parly, ideals must have, however, some relation to realities 
and as men who understand tho limitations wo liavo to work under wo have advocated 
only Bueh as I bcliovo (hem to bo practicable and yet not visionary measures as will 
relieve tho distressing poverty o( our people. They are based upon a recognition of 
tho legitimate rights of all classes nnd I am sure, ura within tho range of practical 
politics. It has not been our practice to make promises which we cannot fulfil. A 
perusal ol our resolutions will show that wo huvo always urged, inter alia, (a) a 
reform of agrarian laws which will ho fair to all olitssus and soouru the tenantry in 
their legitimate rights, principally fixity of tenure and fair reels, (b) umbujiuieut in 
legislative enactments nl the wnin principles of land rovenuo assessment in provinces 
where this has dot yet been done, (e) relief of agricultural indobtoduess by means of 
of debt conciliation hoards, land mortgage hunks and tho extension of tho cooperative 
movement, (d) the adoption of measures to chock further fragmentations mid facilitate tho 
consolidation of agricultural holdings, (o) substantial aid iu tho dovelopmunt of industries 
big and small alike. |f) a fiscal monetary policy wholly iu tho interests of India 
fgl legislation for the morn nderpiato protection of labouring ciussas both in urban and 
rural ureas, (h) tho early introduction of free and compulsory elementary education 
for both boys am) girls, (i) a rolorm of tho educational system which without 

f rejudico to the wider diffusion of higher education tho need for which wo recognize 
Venture to think moru than any other party in' tho country would enable our 
young men by its diverse nature to be diverted to woalth producing occupations, 
tjl adi qualo provision for medical relief and tho promotion of public health, 
particularly in rural areas, and (leJ an aotivo policy of tumpurunee reform which will 
always subordinate considerations of rovaituo to tho welfare of tho people. When 
it Is recognized how woefully limited our rosouroes arc every thinking mind will 
agree with mu that evert nn-ftvo-yoar plan cuuld ho moro comprehensive thau tho 
one put forward by us. Wo havo novor considered it honest to put forward 
programmes which wo know wo cannot carry through. Would it bo incorroct to say 
that tiio Congress is finding it difficult to redeem its premises now that it is iu office r 
I will leavo It to all impartial men to auswor that question. 

Heflocting over the problems of tho modern world, I often fool that tho trouble 
with our civilization is that bolli in our individual and oar eolleetivo life, wo con¬ 
tinue to bo guided by tho selfish Instinct. In modern society individuals hka to 
dominate individuals and nations desire to dominate nations. Great nations have 
accepted philosophies which teach them that their intnrests are distinct sod separata 
Itom those of their neighbours and that indeed they cannot A 3 nations fulfil their 
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mission unless they control and guido for their own ends tbo lives of oilier races 
and peoples, Thoy discover ethical justifications for moddling wilh tho affairs of 
those who happen to be weaker than them selvas and are not prepared to sliaro tbo 
privileged positions they enjoy with those who happen to ho less fortuuatcly situated. 
The cause of war are thus rooted deop in tho materialistic structure of modern 
society, Thoy are to bo found in tho Msphistopholiaa ideologies which emphasize 
tho national to tho exclusion of tho international ideal, in tho mal-distribution of tho 
world's resources and tho unwillingness of thoso who have the lion's share to agree 
to a more equitable distribution of thorn in tho fight for world markets, in systems 
of national economics, in tho worship of foroo as tho supremo manifestation 'of tho 
state and in uttor disbelief of anything boyood and above the material world id which 
wo live. Tho wars of our period are not, ns a thoughtful writer has pointed out, 
local wars. Tho maladies from which tho worii suffers cannot bo remedied completely 
by revision, under pressure, of this treaty or that frontier. They can bo oared only 
by a change in the human spirit and what wo need to learn is that what uoitos mon 
together is what our sages would have called ‘Dharma’ and what we should probably 
translate os ‘Duty’—though I thick Dharma is more than duty. 

Resolutions—2nd, Day—Bombay—31st, December 1938 

Tho open session of tho Liberal Federation was resumed at noon to-day. Condol¬ 
ence resolutions from tho Chair on the deaths of Sir Phirozo Sethna, Princioal H, C. 
Muitra, Pandit Jagat Nanfin, Sir 1). N, Srivastavn, Rai Bahadur N, K. Mukheriee, 
Pundit Biswannth Tholol, Pandit llaroachandra Oossaia, and Mr. 0, V. Gatm woro 
passed. Tho following resolutions woro also passed ;— 

Fedebal Cossnnrnos 

Kumoar Sir Malutraj Singh moved the resolution oa Federation :— 

Tho National Liboral Federation reiterates its opinion that tho constitution espoomlly 
as regards tho centre, as embodied in the Government of India Act of 1035 is utterly 
uusutisfactory and in other respects retrograde, While tho National Liberal Federa¬ 
tion accepts tho federal form of government for India ns the only national ideal for 
tho country, the Federation considers that vital changes are required tu the form of 
federation as laid down in tho Aot, especially in tho direction of (1) clearing up tho 
position of the princes and securing to the subjects of tho States thu right of election 
of States' representatives, (2) doing away with safeguards regarding monetary policy 
and commercial d!scrlmtoatioo 1 (3) introduction of district election of members of tho 
Federal Assembly by tho provinces, and (4) making tho constitution sufficiently olastic, 
so as to enabio India to attain Dominion Status within a reasonable period of time. 

“Tbo Federation considers that tho present position, when there is an irresponsible 
Ooveromeat at tbo centre coupled with responsible Governments in the provinces, is 
altogether untenable and earnestly urges tho British Parliament to mako immediato 
changes in tho federal part of the constitution so as to make it generally acceptable. 

“Tho Federation repeats that the constitution, unco it is brought into operation, is 
to bo utilised to tho best advantage to tho people for the amelioration of their social 
and economic conditions and for accelerating tho pace of political advance. 

Provincial AtJTOSOHY 

Dr, H. P. Paranji>a (Poona!, then moved the resolution on Provincial Autonomy 

“Tho Federation expresses satisfaction that in all the provinces provincial autonomy, 
as consistently advocated by I lie Libera! Party, is being worked on coostitational lines 
without any umtno interference from the Governors, and trusts that this atmosphere 
will contiuuo and lead to tho establishment of complete autonomy in tlio provinces 
and early introduction of responsibility at the centre. Tho Federation strongly 
deprecates tho Congress Working Committee’s attempt to imposo its will and decision 
on the provincial Ministries, as such interference is calculated soriouslv to hinder tho 
growth of a healthy democratic system of government.” 

Isdias States 

Prof. R, U. Kclker (Poona) moved tho resolution on the need of reform in 
Indian States “I ho Federation reaffirms its complete sympathy with tho natural and 
perfectly legitimate aspirations of the peoplo of the Indian States for civil and political 
liberties. While deprecating any attempt at coorcioo to force tho hands of rulers, 
the Federation trusts that tho rulers of all tho States will, in thoir own interests, 
concede to their subjects without further delay tho right to security of person and 
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property, liberty of person, speech and press, freedom of association and an indepen¬ 
dent judiciary and representative institutions, leading ultimately to the establishment 
of responsible government/’ 

Economic Development 

The Federation next passed a resolution on economic) development. It is the same 
as given in the President’s oullino of lira future programme which appears under the 
subheading *Our Programme’ in tho report of the Presidential Address. 

Drvkscs ok India 

Dr. Pnranjpe moved the resolution on tho dofeneo p roblcm of India. 

“The Federation protests that tho federal part of tho Government of India Act does 
not provide for a eloso nsaooia lion of tho responsible part of the Fedora! Oovornmeut 
with the dofeneo of tho country. 

“Tho Federation deprecates the exclusion of Indians from tho Chnlftcld Committeo. 

“Tho Federation reiterates its demand for a rapid nationalisation of Iho defence 
forces in India, redistribution of tho defence expenditure in such a way as to pro¬ 
vide more money for the rapid development of no Indian air forco and an Indian 
Army, removal of communal and provincial restrictions regarding recruitment to tho 
army and taking all necessary stops to make tho people of this country moro self- 
reliant in tho matter of defence. 

“Xho Federation also urged a systematic organisation of air raid precaution measures.” 

Indians in Diplomatic Cuiira 

Tho resolution urging tho inclusion of Indians in iho British diplomatic and con¬ 
sular crops and tho formation of an Indian consular service on Iho lines of tho 
Dominions was moved from tho oh air and passed. 

Tho Federation urged that n consular service of India should to developed on 
lines adopted by othor dominions to tho Empire. 

Indians Ovkhbkas 

Ktmtoar Sir Muhantj Situ/h , ox-Agont-Genoraf to the Government of India in 
South Africa, moved tho resolution on Indians overseas. 

“Iho Federation deplores tho recent litirma riots, urges (ho Government of India 
to protect Indians in Burma and hopes that tho question of compensation to Indian 
victims will receive tho careful attention of the Burma Government. 

“Tho Federation deplores tho Village Communities Ordinance Amendment of tho 
Coyton Govt, which denies franohiso to tho Indian estate labourer, and urges the 
Government of India not to reopen recruitment of labour for Ceylon or enter into 
any trado pact with Ceylon until a satisfactory settlement of tho fraiichiso question 
is reached. 

“Tho Federation opposes tho transfer of Tanganyika to Germany, ns it would rotard 
tho economic progress of tho Indians in Tanganyika, and requests Ins Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to make an unequivocal declaration against rendition of territory to Germany. 

“The Federation emphatically opposes the proposed Ofdui-in-Councit which would 
jternmnently and legally debar Indians from holding land in the Kenya highlands. 
Iho Federation disapproves of tho proposal to settle Jows in Kenya and objects to 
preferential treatment being given to loroiguers in Kenya, which is denied to tho 
Indians resident thetu. , 

“Tho Federation fuels that the time has coioo when the Government of India should 
compel tho South African Union Government to grant political and municipal franchise 
to tho Indiana icsidoqt there". 

Other Roxulutionh 

The Federation next passed a resolution urging tho discontinuance of tho system 
of appointing civilians as Governors and Judges. 

'the Federation emphatically disapproves ol tho appoinlmont of civilians aa Gover¬ 
nors and Judges. 

Air Clttrnanltil Hclalvad moved a resolution urging separation of tho executive 
from tho judiciary. 

Tho Federation expresses its disajqiointment at and protests sgaiust iho provincial 
Governments failure to separate thu executive from thu judiciary. 

Tho Federation also passed a resolution demanding educational reform and then 
terminated. 



The Justice Party Conference 

(The South India Liberal Federation) 

Fourteenth Session—Madras—29th. December 1938 

The Presidential Addrets 

Tho fourteenth annual session of fho South Indian Liberal Federation was held 
at a Special pandal creeled on Island grounds, Madras on tho 29lh December 1938. 

Processions from different juris of tho city mot at Napier Park, wherefrom they 
proceeded to tho Conference pandal Jed by a decorated car carrying a largo portrait 
of Mr. E. V. Ruraaswami Naieker, President elect of tho Confederation who was 
undergoing imprisonment on conviction by the Fourth Presidency Magistrate on a 
charge under Section 117, I. P. C„ read with Section 7 (I) of tho Criminal Law 
Amendment Act (of inciting women to trausgress tho law in connection with tho 
anti-IImdi agitation), Tho proceedings worn conducted with Mr. Ramanwnmi Mucker's 
porlrait in the Presidential chair, Mr, Naickcr's address was in Tamil, convening 27 
printed pages. Tho following is a summary of tho address 

Mr. E. V. Ramttsicami Matcher thanked tho 8. I. L. F. for electing him as 
President of the Confederation. Uo said tho S, L L. F, stood for tho liberation of 
07 per cent of the population from the exploitation of a small minority community 
which had successfully enslaved them, in the name of Nationalism and Spiritualism 
in various spheres of life. 

Tho object of the 8. I. L. I'\ was tho promotion of tho greatest good of tho 
greatest number. It was started on November 30, 1916 by leaders who were noted 
for their ripe experience, profound wisdom and selfless service. Wo should all bo 
under an eternal debt of gratitude to Dr. T. M. Nair and Sir P. Theagaroya who 
had left tho movement to us ns an imperishable and highly valuable legacy. They 
had to contend against great odds and overcome the machinations and manoeuvres 
of our opponents who placed innumerable obstacles in tho way of the movement. 

A favourite argument of our opponents from tho very inception of our movement 
down to tho present day, which they have been using to discredit os, is that ours 
is a communal movement. Jf tho attempt of 97 per cent of the people to unite and 
claim their just und legitimate rights can to described as * comrniinalism'' what ”ism” 
is that which monopolises all public appointments and makes them a close preserve 
for a mierosocopio minority of 3 per coat of tho population ? Do wa ask for 
separate or exclusive rights for any community or scot V Or have we ever said that 
we belong lo a superior caste and therefore should bo given preferential treatment in 
many matters V All that wo ask is that wo should be given our due share of political 
rights and public appointments. A minority community has been, from time imme¬ 
morial, acting on the basio assumption that it is a privileged and exclusive caste 
superior lo all other castes, that its members are Bhudovas and that it has manners 
and customs and a culture and civilisation which are different and distinct from that 
of the 97 percent of tho people. It latter become alive to their rights and realise 
tho absordity of tho claims of tho so-catled superior caste and that is called 
“communalism". I wish that wo always have that “comrounaSism” as the cardinal 
principle of our life. 

Mr. Jlamnswami Matcher then referred to the relative position of the Brahmin 
and Non-Brahmin communities, before the Justice movement was started, in regard to 
education, Government appointments, economic well-being and soeiai status, and 
quoted facts and figures which show that the Brahmins enjoyed a privileged position 
out of all proportion to their population strength and stake in tho conutry. He tbsn 
asked what was the present position, and said in many respects it remained what It 
was 22 years ago. Our opponents say that the Justice movement is a movement 
consisting of self-seekers and job-hunters. But what do wo actually find ? Prominent 
members of tho patty have generally suffered much loss on account of tho movement. 
Some have lost their wealth, income, family prestige and so on. 
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In this connection I should like to say a few words abotit our leader, the Rajah 
gaheb of Itjt'bili, who made tho greatest sacrifice for tho sake of onr part?. When 
it was weak and disorganised and seemed on tho vergo of complete annihilation, he 
dime to us and utilised his wealth ami energy in an immense measure for unifying 
and strengthening the party. Though the Rajah Snhoh has resigned his leadership, 
so far ns I am concerned, I consider him still ns tho leader of our party. Strength 
of mind, intense attachment and loyalty to She party, a generous and seif-sacrificing 
spirit—tlicso are qualities which I have always found and admired in tho Rajah Saheb. 
Even now I consider myself mere as a worker willing to carry out his orders than 
anything else. 1 should also like to lake (his opportunity of expressing grateful thanks 
to two of my beloved comrades. Air. ■Snun/farnpandian and Mr. Vistcanathatn, They 
have stood by me steadfastly through good report and through evil, and I can never 
forgot their kindness. 


Lot us now consider our present position. Our opponents say that wo are 
reactionaries, that wo are job-hunters, that we are persons who have no nationsd 
feelings that wo belong to tho pnrty of zamiudars. How arc wo reactionaries, I ask. 
Our basic principle in politics is that thoro should bo oven-hsnded justice, equal 
rights and equality of opportunity to all. I ask whether tho Congress which is 
the extreme political party in this country has adopted this principle. If so, how 
is it that in tho Congress fo-day Brahmins havo tho dominating position and 
all others only tho right to lift up (heir hands in agreement whenever they are 
asked to do so ? 

In tho political sphere, if Congressmen say that foreigners should bo drivon out 
of tho country, do wo say that they should no bo ? When Congress says it wants 
Puma Swaraj do wo say that wo want only half Swaraj or quarter Swaraj ? If 
Congressmen say that the people should not bo taxed, do wo say that they must bo 
taxed V If Congressmen say that nil persons should know to rend and write, do wo 
say that one caste aiouo should rend aud it is a crime if others do so? If Congress¬ 
men say that there should be no oasto differouaos mid that nil belong to ono 
community, do wo say that there should be oasto differences ? If Congressmen say 
that all Hindus can ehtor temples without any restriction, do wo say that it is wrong ? 
II Congressmen say that members of all castes, religions and seels should have 
equal rights in regard to administration of Oovermnont and that nil obstacles in the 
way should be removed, do wu say that It should not be done ? in what way then, 
are we reactionaries? Wo nro accusers of glamour for jobs. But havo wo over 
asked that more than tho duo share should bo given to us ? During tho 17 
year* of our regime to which community did wo refuse its duo share, 
or to which community did wo lehsun its rightful slmro ? After all, what 
is wrong in aspiring for Government appointments ? Tho salaries for tlicso 
appointments ara given from tho taxes paid by the people, aud they carry with 
them a good deal of power, responsibility and influence which cau bo utilised to 
render service to tho people. 

Mr, Rnmancami Naickrr then analysed tho moaning of tho word “nation” nnd 
pointed out its inapplicability to Indian conditions. As tilings stand at present, tho 
centrifugal tendencies nro greater than tho centripetal ones. Bur mans raised tho cry 
“Burma for Barmans” aud out themselves off from India. Orissa and Bind bad boon 
created now jirovinces. Andhras want to have a province of their own. Muslims of 
the North-West Frontier got a new province for themselves. It is strange that the 
Indian National Congress fdtuuld givo Its seal of upprovai to tlicso lissiparous tumlen- 
cius and still boat tho big drum of “nationalism". 

If Hindhie, Gujeraris, Bengalees, Audhras, Malayulis, otc,, can separate and have 
their own provinces and there ia nothing ntm-tmlioiml iu it why should tlso demand 

'' am, i ,a,ia ’ "Tamil Nail for Tamiliaim", b« considered tu be against ‘"nationalism" ? 
If Tamil ions, who cannot tolerate thoir being exploited by Aryans, ask whether it is 
just or fair that there should bo such exploitation, they arc accused of class-hatred, 
sedition, and treason to tho “nation". Tho question is: Are wo to put on the 
nationalist garb and cffaco on--,elves, or nro wo to got frightened at tho state of 
things and commit suicide V 


In tho political sphere, people are being exploited in tho nnmo of “nationalism", 
even as Sn tho religious sphere tho premise of “Moksha” is used to delude them. 
Hcforring to criticisma against thu Justice Early, Mr. Hamas warn i Nuickor asked 
Bat was 11 tLat Ratly had done during tho 17 years it hud boon in office which 
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stood io the way of pitting Swaraj, what was tho harm they had done to the 
people, and what was tho pood thoy should have doao, but which they neglected to 
do ? Ho challenged any onu to como forward and reply to these questions. 

Which was the Party that had worked for the last so many years for the removal 
of casto distinctions and caste tyrannies ? Which was tho Party that pot for the 
Depressed Classes the right to walk in tho streets where before they were forbidden 
to walk V Which was tho Patty that pave commaRal representation ? Which was the 
Party which spread education among Depressed Classes, provided them with all 
necessary facilities and conveniences and enabled them to get Government appoint¬ 
ments ? Was it not the Justice Party ? 

During tho regime of tho Justice Ministers, the expenditure on education was 
doubled. In a Dumber of departments, there was appreciable progress during the Justice 
region*. After they look np office, the Justice Party took stops to reduco salaries of 
Government servants by about a erora of rupees. They reduced taxation by about 
.5 per cent. When full power was not in their hands thuy had lessened taxation 
and showed satisfactory progress in a number of departments. What more can anybody 
do ? Look at that picture, and now look at this ! The present Congress Ministers who 
are working under full provincial autonomy, have abolished a number of schools, 
raised school fees, taken away some of the facilities for educational aJvancetnjnt 
enjoyed by the Depressed Classes, levied new taxes, and raised loans. Within 18 
months they have borrowed 4 half crores. 

Congress Ministers were now openly saying that they did not have administrative 
experience. The way to which they pass orders, change thorn, create new appoint¬ 
ments, show communal fooling in tho matter of such appointments, was well known 
to *i.u public. Their co-operation with and support ot British Imperialism aud their 
11 dge to wreck the constitution stood in glaring contrast. 

Referring to the introduction of coropnlsory Hindi, ho asked why, when the 
Congress Ministry had been dosing down schools on tho ground that there was no 
monev, when 33*per cent of the people were not literate in their own mol her-tongue, 
the alien language of Hindi should be compulsorily introduced. Did they promise to 
the voters at any lime that they would introduce Hindi? In spite of the fact that 
any number of public meeliops were held protesting against compulsory Hindi, in 
spite of the fact that nearly IXX) persons, including 75 women, had gone to jail, in 
spite of thu fact that gre3t Tamil scholars had pointed out that Tamil language and 
culture would be greatly a fleeted by Hindi, still thyro Iras' been no change in the 
attitude of Government. ! ask, is this democracy V 

Tho use of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, which they condemned before they 
took oil oflieo, against ihose who merely shout 'Lou;; live Tamil” and “Down with 
Hindi" and the heavy seotoue<*s and Ones imposed on Anti-Hindi votuoteors, tho ill- 
treatment meted out to Auti-llindi prisoners,—ail theso raako us exclaim “Is this 
democracy V” 

Referring to tho AVardha scheme of education, Mr. Naicker said that it was a 
strange and novel scheme unknown to the world till now, and its result would only 
bo to ruin education itself. Groat educational experts had condemned the scheme, 
aud yot serious efforts woro Wing made to put it into practice. 

As regards tho proposed Zrmmdan legislation, Mr. Naicker asked what was the 
object of tho legislation ? Was it to do any good to tho people. Or was it to wreck 
vengeance on political opponents ? s*ome of the legislative measures of tho Congress 
Ministry required amending measures soon after—so well were they drafted 1 And 
one measure was in tho law courts, the Icgalily of tho measure being questioned. 
Aud now we had the Zamindari legislation. The land, according to it, belonged not to 
tho actual cultivator, but to the middlemen anl rack-renters. 

To those who criticised the Zamindari leadership of the Justice Party, it might bo 
pointed out that Zamindars had done nothing for themselves, they had been the losers 
rather than gainers. No big movement can be run without money, and tho Congress 
itself was financed by big wealthy capitalists like Mr. Birin and Mr. Jamnala! Bajaj. 

Mr. Naicker stated that before* Zamindari system was abolished, the reign of priests 
should bo abolished. That was more urgent. 

Referring to the Labour Movement he said workers wero thinking that the Non- 
Brahmin Movement aud tlio Labour Movement wore two distinct Movements. This 
was incorrect. They wero one and tho same. Befofo the capitalist system could be 
removed, the priestly tyraimy should go. For priesthood, unlike capitalism, was based 
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on birth. In an appeal to Non-Brahmins in Government service, Mr. Naicker said they 
had neglected to do their dutv by the Movement and thereby dona incalculable injury 
to the cause. They roust loud (heir moral and financial support to tho Movement. 

Appealing to the leaders of tho Movement, ho said they must sink all personal 
differences and work for thu great cause. Concluding, Mr. Rumoswami Naiekor said : 

Great changes aro ahead of its. At this tima von Imvo plaeod a very ordinary 
man as leader. I am uot (it to advise the i’arty, but I should iifce to say 
that tho one thing wo have to do is tu bring about unity, unity, unity. Wo must 
strengthen our organisation, Wu must carry on propaganda on dignified lines. We 
should not show hatred or dislike towards anybody. Without fuar wo must stand and 
light for tho causo, like a soldier oa tire battle Hold, till tho very eud. 


HeioSution*—2nd. Day—Mndro*--30th. December 1938 

Tha following resolutions wore passed by Uio Conforonoo : — 

Tho Federation (dared “on record its high amt grateful appreciation of tho valuable 
services rendered to the Booth Indian Liberal Federation by tho Raja Saliob of 
Bobbili, as tender of tho Tarty.'' 

“This Confederation congratulates fcfir A. liamnswttmi Mudulinr on his appointment 
as Commerce Member of tho Government of India". 


Reforsm is Cocnts 

Kumararaja M, A. Afuthiah Ciieftiar moved the nest resolution which was as 
following :—“Thin Confederation congratulates Jiis Highness the Maharaja of Cochin 
and Sir It. K. Shoumuklnua Olioiti ou their iutroduuiug respcuuibls) goverumunl iu 
tho Cochin State.’ 1 

CosoirESH Policy Attacked 

Mr. T. S. Nntnrnja [‘illai then moved tho following resolution :—“This Con¬ 
federation viows with apprehension tiro policy followed by tha Congress Ministry in 
Madras in stiprressiiig legtfimalo political opposition and thereby endangering the 
healthy growth of parliamentary deraooraoy." 

Mr. V. IK Nayagtim moved tho following rusoluiionH arid it was os follows : 

“While tho Congress Ministry of Madras not merely tolerated but actually incited 
and encouraged open and vigorous picketing of Zanxihur oloves, godowns and shops, 
it has resorted to tho Criminal ijtw Amendment Aul fot tho suppression of pencu- 
ful and lawful demonstrations of anti-Hindi agitators. 

“The Trimo Minister in justification of his fuiluro to separate tho Judiciary from 
the Executive stated that uoiv that ho s n popnJar representative us ho called him¬ 
self, was in churgo of tho administration, this need for kiioIi separation lias dis- 
nppesred, hill has on aim!her occasion naked how ho was to get on with tho ad¬ 
ministration if such Reparation was cfTeolcd, and has Ihoruby given tho impression 
that tho subordinate magistracy worn to servo as handmaids of thu uxeuutivo of 
which ho is head and has thereby defiled the omnso of justice. 

“On theso and other grounds, this Confederation is of tho opinion that tho pre¬ 
sent Ministry of Madras has forfeited all chums to ho considered as utile, just and 
impartial administrators and thoreforo calls upon oil Dravidiuus to rupudiuto tho ro- 
preseatativo character of this Ministry.” « 

Exploitation of States 

Mr. It. V. Cktiktilmtjtim moved thu following resolution : * This Con Moral ion 
■oily sympathises with tho claims of Kioto'w subjects for constitutional advaucu but 
deprecates outside exploitation of internal affairs of Indian States, 1 ' 


JlK-roiiiu:;<3 o? Mamas Asmv 

u . r :resolution moved by Mr. /’. V. Krishniah UhoudUuri ran as follows ■ 
this Confederation exiirossos it* sincero cooviotion that it was unfair and unjust to 
tho people of Houth India that tho Aludrns Army should havo boon disbanded and 
strongly urges tho Oovurumunt of India to tako irmnodiato stops to euJist Huitabhe 
tl rr 0 H " i<i,K V v . fyr tl,u Infantry, Artillory and Air Foreo and thus ru-form 

in S ra “ lh,B Confederation urges that recruitment to Indian Army 

alJ/bo on a'pJovm'ua'r bask!"'™ 0 <5uaVuuk ' Ut I ,oi,c y aQ,J tbo fecruitmont should 
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Land Revenue 

Mr. iV. R. Sitmioppn Afudaliar movod that “this Confodoration urges tho Govern¬ 
ment to immediately toko stops to Ds land rovonuo on an equitable basis and that till 
thou a reduoHon of 33 and one-third per eont is land rovonuo should bo granted”. 

WaUDJIA ScilEltE 

“This Confodoration is of opinion that tho Wardha Schema of Education t3 injurious 
to tho educational advnuconiont of tho people and impresses on tho Government its 
duty to introduce freo and compulsory elomentary education ia tho country.” 

Workers’ Aspirations 

Mr. N. V. Nat a raj an moved that “this Confederation recognises tho workers as a 
class and plodges its aotivo sympathy and support to help them in all their legitimate 
aspirations and struggle for their progress and uplift.” 

Mr. Muthuliaga Itfridiar moved tho resolution ; “This Confederation condemns tho 
policy of tho Government in systematically victimising aon-Brahm'tn officers, both 
gar.ettod and OQn-g07,etted f of the Government, and making fresh appointments in dis¬ 
regard of communal justice and it further condemns tho action of tho Government 
In disbanding College Admission Committees." 

Mr. iV .Sun/Srarntt moved: ‘’This Confederation is emphatically of opinion that tho 
Federal Soliemo outlined in tho Government of India Act of 1935 is highly unsatisfac¬ 
tory and therefore needs revisions in a manner ncoeplabio to tho fl. I. L. F'\ 

,’t/r, T. A, V. Nathan moved : “This Confederation otters its congratulations 
to thoso men, women and childron who sacrificed their freedom and went to jail to 
vindicate their right to preserve their mot liar-tongue from alien influences and calls 
upon tho people to oppose the introduction of IJiudi by all constitutional 
methods open to them.” 

Bombay Trades Bill-- 

,Vr. (7. Biisiitief movod : “This Confederation places on record its strong 
disapproval of the Bombay Trades Disputes Aot rooemtiy passed as it includes 
provisions which constitute an unwarranted invasion on tho natural and just rights 
and privileges of the workers with particular reference to tho right to striko and 
warns tho Madras and tho Central Governments against introducing similar bills with 
tho same or similar clauses." 

OBJECTIVE OF THE FEDERATION 

The President then moved tlsrea resolutions from the Clmir relating to changes 
in the constitution of the 8. I. L. F. The main change, ho said, was with regard to 
tho object of the Association. Tho object according to tho existing constitution was 
tho attainment of Dominica Status by all constitutional means. Ho movod that the 
object of the Federation bo the attainment of independence for tho country. Ho said 
that the change was necessary. 

Attack itt Tits Madras Ministry 

Mr. Altu-rt Jesudasan moved that “this Confederation placos on record Us 
emphatic opinion that the Congress Ministry in Madras has by tts maladministration 
and its policy of repression of oivil liberties, lost tho confidence of the country.” 

Other Rbsolctions 

On tho motion of Mr. Khadcr Bhava, tho Confodoration adopted n resolution 
deploring tho riots that took place recently in Burma nud urging tho Madras Govern¬ 
ment to secure compensation for the sufferers from Madras. 

“Tho policy of tho Government in regard to minority communities” was criticised, 
Tho Confederation assured Muslims, Adi-Dravidaa, Indian Christians aud Anglo- 
Indians that their interests would bo ‘jealously safeguarded by it." 

Resolutions were also passed protesting against tho use of tho prods “Sri" bv the 
Government beforo proper names ; condemning tho uso of tho term “Uarijans” for 
tho Depressed Classes ; urging tho cancellation of tho U. 0. allowing local boards to 
hang Uandhtjt’s portrait along with that of Uts Majesty tho King-Emperor ; asking 
tho Government to provido facilities for “A" class prisoners to tnko oil-bath at least 
onoo a week aud condemning putting women piekoters in “G" class. 



The Indian Christian Conference 

Twenty-third Session—Madras—30th. December 1938 

Pretldentinl Ad dm* 

Tho twenty-third annual Ression of tho All India Cnnfurosioa of Indian 
Christians commenced nt the Memorial Hall, Park Town, Madras on the 30th. 
December 1938 under Uio presidency of Dr. 11. C. Monkherjce. 

Dcwan Dahndur S. E. Hungnnndhan, welcoming tho delegates, referred in 
nppreeiativo forms to tho work of tint Congress Ministries and said : “Wo in Madras 
viewed with satisfaction tho assumption of oflluo tty tint Congress Party last year 
and arc glad that oar contijetioo tti the Congress Ministry has been so far justified. 
Tho Madras (Tovormnunfs policy of Prohibition has particularly received tho oiitliu- 
siastio (ipprova! of tho entire Cliristinn community." 

Dr. 11. V. ATookerjce , in tho course of his presidential address, said :— 

Since tho assumption of office by the Congress which claims to represent the opinion 
of political India, wo find that in tho following seven provinces it lias succeeded iu 
capturing power : I Sum tiny, Noith Wost I'rantiur Province, United province, Bihar, 
Central Provinces, Orissa and Madras, It has nlso formed a coalition ministry in 
Assam while In Sind the Alin Bui Cabinet depends on Congress support for its 
eiistonco. It is only in the Punjab nnd Bengal, two predominantly Muslim provinces, 
that wo find Non-Uongross Ministries. Thu Congress ideal is tho basis of work in 
all the nine provinces where tho Congress has a say iu tho work of n> I mi nisi ration. 
Kvon in the two Non-Congress provinces, tho amelio/ntivo measures already adopted 
or proposed to ho introduced follow tho Congress p rogrararao very closely. This 
may ho regarded as tho best possible ovidoneo that tho programme of work framed 
by the Congress is ono which has wide appeal for tho Indian mind and also that 
it meets, moro or less successfully, the political nnd economic needs of our country 
as a whole. 

Probably the most outstanding characteristic of the Indian National Congress as a 
political Indy lies m tho fact that it has succeeded in bunging under ono common Hag 
such opposite elements as captains of industry nnd ctillivutoia of tho soil, Capitalists 
such hb bankers nnd Em I Pawners nnd oomrmmm's, intcllontunls uod Illiterates, conser¬ 
vatives and socialists. Probably the reason underlying this union between individuals 
professing such widely divergent political views is that the Congress has (icon so 
tong the only important medium for the expression of nationalistic views of all 
complexions. Thu assumption of leadership in constitutional activities and tho res¬ 
ponsibilities ton tin gent thoreon ore gradually acting ns disintegrating factors. It is 
probable that in this long run in India as in tha countries of tho Wost now political 
parties based cm economic causes will tend to como into existence. 

Congress Ministers are now faced with many dinioulties sumo of which are of 
their own making. In tho past when tho Congress lenders had vnry littlu hopu of 
capturing office they made all kinds of promises to 'peasants nnd industrial labour. 
To day these peoples demand thu futlilment of those pledges. Liberals, Moderates, 
Zsmiiidars and mill-owners oil realise thu desirability of readjustments in rent, 
revenue and wages which aim at gradually improving tho cconurrio position of both 
agricultural and industrial labour. Thu oxtremo oleraonls nro demanding imtnediato 
fulfilment of tho old pledges with tho result that wo have kislian marches and 
lightning strikes. Individuals who are embarrassing Congress Ministers by preaching 
class hatred and thus creating communal tension aro oIbo not wanting. 

The responsibilities of officB Imvu compolled Congress Ministers to recognise tho 
n?cc«mty of maintaining law nnd order, and in practically every Congress province 
the Ministers havo been forced not only to administer stern warnings to those who 
preach violence and incite comraunalism but, now and again, they have had recourse 
to those reiiresaivo laws which they had criticised ho bittoriv in tho past, Tho adop¬ 
tion of such steps has hail the effect of creating a split In tho Congress ranks so that 
wo DOW have a it'gbt and a Left Wing. Extremism of all types and socialists aro 
gradually tending towards tho adoption of communism as their political gospel, while 
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moderates are gradually becoming more and more conserve tiro in their outlook. 
Congress Ministers have, on nocount of thoir adoption of so-called repressive measures, 
boon charged with inclining to the Right and it has bean stated moro than onoo that 
even their day-to-day work Is being greatiy embarrassed by constant pressure from 
the Loft. Tho conilict which in the past took place between the British Executive 
and Indian opinion has now assumed tho form of a atrugg'o batweon the Right and 
the Left Wings inside the Congress fold. The Congress Right is compasod of the 
middlo class and capitalists while tho Congress Loft is oomposod of agricultural and 
industrial labour. Tho Right has booomo so Right that it would not object to main¬ 
tain collaboration with Groat Britain permanently—& lesson driven homo by tho 
plight of Abyssinia, Czechoslovakia and China. 

Tho aim of both the parties is said to be tho samo viz., tho attainment of complote 
independence. Tho Right would like to do what is possible within the present limits 
of autonomy to improve tho lot of tho masses while tho Left would recklessly adopt 
any measure to secure the same end by quickening the rate of progress. Probably 
it 13 through the great influence of Mahatma Gandhi and the universal respect ho 
commands that an open broach has so far been avoided. But It is doubtful if 
Mahatma's InfluODce will serve much longer in keeping together these discordant 
elements. 

Ail impartial observers are bound to acknowledge that the Congress Ministers aro 
making everv effort to sorve their countrymen and aro honestly striving to do so 
within tho limits of tho constitution. Recognising the fact that in India to benefit 
tho masses moan9 to benefit tbo peasantry, every Provincial Government is 
endeavouring to improvo tho lot of tho cultivator by taking stops to reduce revonun 
or to prevoat further iuoreaso of rent and by Introducing legislation to alleviate rural 
indebtedness. 

I fool that India owes a very great debt of gratitude to tho Right Wing of 
tho Congress and to such leaders of this group as Messrs. Rajagopaiaeliariar, 
Klmre, Oovinda Ballav Pant, Bri Krishna Sinba and Biswonatn Das who 
have to meet opposition both from without and within, I can well imagine 
tho difficulties they havo to encounter from within their own ranks. I also admire 
tho uniform levelheadedness with which tho Congress High Command has laid down 
its policy, tho loyalty with which it has stuck to its programmo and its Insistence on 
following it out in every Congress province, Compromise is the very life of politics 
but the danger which constantly besets it is that It might go too far. Much ink has 
been split in attempting to prove that tho Congress High Command which is dictating 
an All-India policy is tending towards Fascism. As against this, ws most remember 
that in order to avoid all chances of interprovincml friction and to havo a united 
India, wo ought to havo a uniform policy in matters fundamental, with variations, of 
course, to suit local conditions. This much-needed uniformity In policy can bo expected 
only from a central All-India body and the High Command is tho organisation devised 
to servo such a purpose. 

While I do not suggest that all Loft Wingers are communists, I do hold that tho 
demand for rapid progress is so insistent all over our country that, unless special care 
is exorcised, there is always present a likelihood of the Loft Wiug as a group inten- 
sibly drifting into communism. One thing more has to bo remembered, namely, that it 
is easier to win popularity by the advocacy of spectacular measures than by day-to- 
day, drab but useful work, progress in which is so slow os to esenpo public notlco, 
Ttio lure of public applause is so strong with a certain typB of mind that unless 
special precautions aro taken, the temptation to advocate and adopt extreme views i9 
almost irresistible. Professing tho faith wo do, we cannot portnit ourselves to bo 
identified with tho Lott Wing which has, of late, manifested a lamentabio tendency 
towards class war and communism. 

The Right Wing of the Congress which is now in power has secured the admira¬ 
tion of an overwhelmingly large section of the public by reason of the wisdom and 
sanity it has displayed in handing some very delicate situations and the firmness with 
which it has maintained law and order without however refusing to recognise tho 
claims of either the cultivator or industrial labour to better treatment No one can 
prophesy how long this section of the Congress will remain in power to dictate and 
to implement its policy. A fear which always haunts mo Is that the forces of dis¬ 
ruption now constituting the Left wing may prove too strong for it. Lot us all hope 
that both the Wings will realise the very important fact that the Congess will lose its 
commanding position to the domain of Indian politics If there is a split within itself. 

49 
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Tlie Right Wing can always profit by tha constant prcssuro of the Left Wing in 
order to press onwards with its programme for benefiting tlio mn6ses with such ra¬ 
pidity as may bo oonsisont with tho politico! wall-being of tha country. Under these 
circumstances it will continue to serve tho most useful purpose of acting as a bake on 
the Loft Wing's hasty and prostataro poiioy of radical rufurm, 

1 ant aware that hero and thoro some dissatisfaction has been felt as to Hie way 
to which certain provincial Congress Oovornments havo treated or, are suppored to 
have ireatod our community. Not having moved outside Bengal and Assam, I am 
not in d position to mako any pronouncements on such a matter. It has boon sug¬ 
gested that in certain cases at least, these complnints have emanated from people who 
failed to secure from tho respective Congress Governments favours they had solicit¬ 
ed, Without attaching undue importaueo to this particular typo of explanation, I am 
consoled to find that apart from such charges against Congress ministers, our brothers 
in faith have borne eloquent testimony to tho good work douo in some of these 
provinces. 

If tho analysis of tho situation in tho Congress which I havo ventured to put be¬ 
fore you is on the whole correct and I for one cannot find any reason against it, 
I hold that tho Right Wing of tho Congress with its policy of maintaining Saw and 
ordor combined with ita poiioy of progress in improvement in every department of 
Indian life has an undouiublu claim to our loyal support. For instances of unjust treat¬ 
ment which are comparatively few and far botwoon, wo must hold the rank nnd filo res¬ 
ponsible. In a huge oountry liku ours, thuso must inevitably occur and they should 
not be permitted to disturb our equooimity of temper or chango our gonera! attitude 
towards it. If our desire is to prevent tho repetition of such rugrettabio incidents, 
the remedy lies in our hands. No nttompt should bo made from nuy direction either 
individually or through any Christian organisation to discourage those members of 
our community whoso inclinations lead thorn to join tha Congress openly. That seems 
to mo tha only way to iufluunoo tho Congress and to help it in shaping its poiioy 
towards our community. Wo havo been repeatediy assured that our presence in 
Congress ranks Ik more than wolcomo. Tho Congress party has guaranteed "to evory 
citizen of India, of ovory oasto aud oruod, tho right of froo expression of opinion, 
free association and combination, freedom of consoienoe and tho right freely to pro¬ 
fess and practise his roligioa subject to public order and morality. It also guarantees 
tho protection of the culture, language mid tho spirit of the minorities aud 
affirms that ait oitizaos are equal before tho law, irrespective of religion, caste, 
creed, sox and that no disability shall attach to any citizens by reason of 
his or hor roligioa, oasts, creed or sox In regard to public omploymunt, ofiico 
of pawor or honour aud m the exercise of any trade or calling, A policy 
of segregation would bo fatal to our interests as a community. To stand 
outside the Congress organisation and then to aoouso it of injustice without making 
any offort to sot mutters right seems ueithor just uor fair. If tlio views I havo 
expressed above regarding our attitude towards the Congress are ncoeptod by 
the All-iudia Conference of Indian Christians, then it is lucumbont on this body 
to make definite pronouncement for the information of tho Congress on tho one hand 
and for tho guidance of thoso members of our community who wish to join tho 
Congress on the other. 

Similarly, onr representatives in tho different’ provincial legislatures should bo 
allowed full discretion to act in ways calculated to best servo tlio interests of our 
motherland and our community and tho former Bhould always oome first. Constant 
demands for special privileges and speoiat facilities for our Community, requests 
which as any ono having experience of legislation must bo awaro cannot, under 
ordinary circumstances, ba granted, Hhould not bo put forward by u» either individually 
or through our representatives. Nor can Congress bo blamed if such requests are 
not complied with for they come not from a sioglo but a multiplicity of quarters. 
It should, however, bo insisted on that our representatives should raise their voico in 
protest whunevor injustice is done to us as a community. They should bo instructed 
to oppose separate electorates and tho system of nomination, for these are calculated 
to perpetuate disunion amongst the different communities as well as to provent har¬ 
mony among them. 

Instead of saying I am a Christian first and an Indian afterwards Jut us in tho 
language of Dr, Asirvatham, our brother in faith who, 1 understand, is tho Professor 
of Polities-.and Public Administration in tho University of Madras say, "I am 
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both an Indian and a Christian bocauso there is no inner contradiction 

butweon tbo two.” 

Even a cursory glanco at history will show that it is a long and monotonous 
record of struggle botwoaa races and nationalities, religions and soots and botween 
difloront schools of thought. In a loss pronounced way there has been what 
practically amounts to warfare between trade guilds and professional unions. Probably 
the most recent and the cruellest of nil such contests is what Marx bas called “oias3 
war.” Both as Christians and realists, wo cannot afford to shut our eyos to the fact 
that thoro aro exploiting and exploited classes leading to class antagonism all oxer the 
world. In India this has taken tbo form of antagonism between landlord and tenant, 
lender anl borrower, capital and labour, omployer and employee. 

Christianity cannot hut condemn the exploitation of man by man and of class by 
class. Christians must fight to protect the exploited because according to our faith tiie 
most precious things in man are his personality and his soul and these must not be 
degraded for purposes of exploitation. The way of escape, however, does not tie 
in communism. It is true there is no class war so fas as labour is concerned in 
.Soviet Russia, bocauso communism there has assumed the form of State Capitalism. 
Only those professional and trado associations are permitted to exist which find the 
approval of tiro State. The charge brought by many critics against the communist 
State is that by perfecting a system of tyranny ail its own it has gradually 
transformed free labour into servitude and has, therefore, become an ageaoy lor 
oppression and exploitation. 

The proof lies in tho fact that under communism, little attention is paid to the 
inforests of the workers as individuals, alt the energy being spent for tho glorification 
of the eolloctivo. In other words, the value of tho personality and soul of man is 
utterly lost sight of. Communism recognises no valid objections to tho sacrifice of 
tho soul and body of men lor tho attainment of economic prosperity. Christianity 
cannot agree to this. 

Radically different though the ideologies of the capitalistic ond communistic schools 
of political and economic thought are from tho Christina point of view tboir ultimate 
offoet upon tbo individual seems to bo tho same. The personality of man and his 
soul tend to bo submerged in both theso systems. 

I believe tho timo has come when Christians as a body must pronoonco their 
vordict on the merits of tho issues involved. Wo should recognise no class 
distinction. Before our religion, man is neither a noblo nor a proletarian. Reconciliation 
betwoen the rich and the poor on the basis of submissiveness on tho part of those 
who are oppressed or exploited cannot consistently bo advocated by any follower of 
the Man of Sorrows. Humility has to be preached bat not to the exploited who 
have tasted this bitter cup to tho vory dregs for centuries. If preached anywhere, 
it should bo preached to tho exploiters. Eternal life is the heritage of man, not of a 
class. All differoDoes are levelled in tho faoo of death and eternity. Only man aod 
his rights remain aod proper regard has to bo paid to thorn. 

Tho question wo have to face is what wo can do to bring about economic 
justice ? To my mind wo have to offer our loyal co-operation to that party 
which is consistently and continuously putting forth its best efforts for ameli¬ 
orating tho lot of the masses, a party tbo political programme of which is based 
on economic considerations. Let us thank God that to-day snch a party has 
come into existence in India and that party, as we must all bo aware, is the 
Congress Party, It is trying its best to hold the balance ovon between the 
claims of capital and labour, landlord and tenant. I honestly beliovo that it is 
tho only All-India party which is ia a position to implement such a programme 
and I commend our co-operation with it ia ail possible directions. 

It is with considorablo hesitation that I venture to offer you my remarks on 
the question ot Federation. At Lucknow towards the end of November this year, 
the Congress President is reported to have stated that, “India would not accept 
a constitution framed by foreigners." Almost every thoughtful man feels that 
Federation is the only practical method for uniting tho diverse and conflicting 
elements in tho political world of India. So far os I oaa gather, the Congress 
is not opposed to tho principle of Federation but only to tho method proposed 
by the British Parliament. 

Under the present sehomo, the Lower House of tho Federal legislature would 
contain 33 per cent representatives nominated by the States while the Upper 
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Houso would contain 45 por cent. There Rooms to bo Botao justification for 
tho view that (boro would tlms ooroo into oxisteoeo a solid conservative bloc 
which would probably staud in tho way of dsuuocrntio and progressive legislation. 
II there is difference of opinion botwoon tha two houses or again, if there is 
a joiut sitting, tho nominees of tho I’riuoon and other unprngressive groups wiil 
easily be able to oppose successfully any popular measure. If Indian provinces 
want nny progressive legislation, this could not tw enacted without the co¬ 
operation of this conservative group, Tho I'rinoes would thus bo ia a position to 
dictate the policy of British Imiin. 

Tho representatives of the Statu according to tho Congress should not be 
nominated for the good reason that if our vast experience has taught us any 
lesson, it Is that, with houourablo exceptions which nro few, nominated members 
insensibly tend to integrate, cohere, and form a solid conservative body which 
very often successfully blocks ail attempts at improvement. 1 must confess 
that our experience iu this direction hits not always been very oncouraging and I 
coo fully sympathise with tho apprehensions of those who ara opposing 
Federation on this ground. 

It is also equally Into that by insisting on having flouted representatives of 
States only in tho Fedora! legislature, tho necessity of tho principle of election 
in tho choice of representatives will have to bo recognised mid with it, all States 
whether progressive or otherwise will have made a very long step forward 
towards representative government. All those reasons iueliuo mu to support tho 
Congress demand for a home-made, acceptable variety of Federation, wo have 
already oxpioxsml our disapproval of the federal scheme os sot forth in tho 

Government of India Act of HJ.'lii in tho form of u resulutiou curried unanimously 

at our last Annual Conforeueo hold in Calcutta. 

My greatest objection to separate electorates is that tt provenls ns from 
coming into closo contact with tho othor communities. Under the guidance of our 
old leader# somo of whom have loft us, wo as a community hnvo always opposed 
special doctorates which were forced on us against our wishes. The existing 

system of communal electorates Inis turned India into n house divided against 

itHull. My predecessors havo pointed out, year after voar, to what extent our 
community has boon a loser by tho adoption of tLi# system of separate 
electorates. I think it desirable 'that tvo should go on appealing repeatedly to 
tho leaders of alt communities to put forth strenuous ilud uuited efforts to 
remove this blot on tho fair name of our ootanfry nt tho very noxt opportunity, I 
was mere than gratified to itud that lust year wo informed thu Indian public through 
ono of oar resolutions, our sentiments on tiiis very imjmrtant matter. 


Evoryono wiil agroo with mo when I nny that to-day wo nro Jiving in an ogo of 
power politics—a foot roferred to recently by I’undit Jnwaharlul Nehru when ho drew 
tho attention at his audience to “tho fatal game that .Inpan in playing to-day and tbo 
hell which tho Nazis and Fascist# aro trying to create in Europe." Whatever uur 
opinion regarding the Japanese, tho Fascists ond the Nazis, there is no doubt that 
they aro working In cdoxo oo-opnratlon with one another for the attainment of com¬ 
mon ends. Tho psychology of all the three powers is tho some. They believe in war 
and the throat of war as tho most successful means for realising their ambitions. 
Their past record clearly reveals the fact that tho poiitiaal and ueonomio freedom of 
ether nations and specially of weaker nations, iinds r/o place in their code of national 
morn lily. We have already made appreciable progress iu our march to freedom. 
India’s problem Is how to preserve herself from dismemberment and slavery ho that 
she might go on her way uninterruptedly, for which, wo have to remain msidu the 
British Commonwoaitlt. 



. . -— -— quite different from the imperialiw 

British commonwealth of to-day. Brulo force is something to be reckoned with in 
these days of totalitarianism and we should throw uli our weight on tho side of main¬ 
taining Indian co-operation with Urcat Britain on au equal footing, tho realisation of 
son ?°, tln3 °- Lot us by ail motsns secure as much freedom as we can, 
ne-ritlto , ior K i: .\ ,or ODO “dtaout, tho risks to which we shall bo exposed from 
ng^rtshive nations, the raomont wo cut off our connection with Great Britain. Our 

at thi 3 ° 8 l^o^ co,,a,laarsl,i l* Wllij ’ aa<l “at complete severance from. Great Britain 
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Probably (La worst feature in Indian political life to-day is the gradually growing 
spirit of coimnunaiism, In my visits to the rural areas of Deogal, I have been 
grieved to soy in ©no and Ilia same village a Government aided Primary school, a 
Hindu Path sals, a Muslim Siuktab and, in some places, oven a Primary school for 
children belonging to tbo backward communities. So Jar as the securing of posts 
under Government is concerned, there has been, what 1 would vonture to call, a 
division of spoils according to communal strength. To such an extent has this gone 
that the question of the efficient discharge of duties which alone can ensure success 
in administration, has receded into the background, I am of opinion that tbe bitter¬ 
ness which prevails to-day is often duo to nothing but ignorance and prejudice 
for tho Somova! of which there is ODly aoo remedy, namely, education undor proper 
conditions. 

Expenditure on education is now controlled by pnblio opinion. At present, want 
of education and political foresight are often responsible for the establishment of 
communal institutions. Centres of education with a broad and liberal outlook, simply 
because they are not maintained on communal lines, often go without financial sup¬ 
port or receive it inadequately and yet these am exactly tho institutions which should, 
under a better state of things, receive Government patronage. As soon as any attempt 
to guide educational policy m the interests of the country as a whoiu is made, it is 
nearly always stultified by those whoso interest it is to maintain their hold on tho 
ignorant masses by an appeal (o communal prejudices. Schools and colleges instead 
of being used ns a training ground for a future united India are thus turned into a 
baltlelieid where communal issues are decided. 

Standing outside those conflicting interests, Christian institutions are practically 
free from communal control as exercised through reactionary agencies. Communal 
considerations play no part in tho framing of their educational policy. Here young 
people of all communities havo an opportunity of meeting ouo anotbor in an at¬ 
mosphere of reason and good will, of understanding each other’s point of view, of 
learning the lesson of toleration and, most important of all, tho moral obligation to 
recognise the claims of an individual or a community which for reasons beyond its 
control, is not iu a position to demand its duos witli sufficient vociforousnoss and to 
draw attention to and obtain redress for its just grievances. This service has beoa 
rendered to Greater India ever since Christian institutions were brought into existence). 
As days go on, tlieir control is passing more and more from the bauds of our foreign 
friends into thoso of ludian Christians, Let us seo that wo maintain fully and if 
possible in a better manner, the great tradition we have inherited from our worthy 
predecessors in this field of wotk. To do this wo should in filling up vacancies on 
their staff, always try to secure the services of men and women not because they are 
Christians but because they oro efficient 

In India, certain groups have boon recognised as minority communities and their 
interests havo been soueht to bo safeguarded by legislation. We are one of tbe 
smallest among them. Yet by reason of our comparatively high average education and 
by the synthesis wo havo established between the culture of tho West and the East 
and which, though admittedly defective, is still more satisfactory than what is 
observable among other communities, we are qualified to occupy tho position of 
uaiural leaders of Indian minority communities. This position of leadership is ours if 
only wo pul forth our hands and seize what, for all practical purposes, is within 
our grasp. We have, however, no moral right to attempt to occupy this coveted 
position unless and unt ill wo are prepared to offer other minorities the necessary 
leadership which, as I understand it, includes among others the following very 
essential thing. 

We have to show by our example that we are really desirous of so comporting 
ourselves as to make the gradual emergence of a united Iudia a possibility. We 
have to give up o( our own accord all claims to preferential treatment as a minority, 
that is to say. as a weak and helpless community as tho only means of preserving 
our separate entity. In other words we have* to merge our interests in the larger 
interests of India as a whole. We havo to demonstrate by our actions that wo have 
such confidence in the sense of justice of our countrymen that we refuse tbe special 
protection offered by our rulers that iu order to occupy our rightful position wo rely 
solely on our efficiency, ft is more than possible, i am prepared to go so far as to 
admit that it is inevitable that at tho bogiuuing as a community we may meet witli 
injustice in certain matters. It would be our duty in such circumstances to fight 
with the selfish majority communities but in all such cases we should fight our 
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bntt'os our so! res and not call in tho help of outsiders. Some ono must pav tho prico 
which as l have just suggested may lio a Miff ono, for unity and what is more 
natural than that this price should ho paid by tho community which socks leadership. 
This much coveted positiou carries along with it unpleasant duties and heavy 
responsibilities which have to bn discharged. As leaders of tho minority communi¬ 
ties, wo should remember that Short) nan ba no real unity in a mechanical mixture 
of elements ns we find among I he different races and religions of India to-day. Such 
unity may only bo looked for in what nsay bo ended a chemical compound tho 
composition of which is noeowsarilly homogeneous. For tea! unity among diver ho 
elements and conflicting interests the one thing necessary is that all minority 
communities including ours should bo absorbed by and made ao integral part of tho 
Indian nation so ns to form a homogeneous whole. Wo should realise tho fact that 
tho temptation to maintain independent oxistuneo is not ealoulalod to ensure either 
lasting peace or thorough union and knowing this to bo so—aro wo prepared to bo 
tho first to undergo tlriH experience of absorption which let mo warn you in advance 
is not likely to bo a pleasant oou V 

Let us fuco this question honestly and thou decido whether wo aro prepared to 
immolate our interests at tho altar of unsellish survieo to our eountry, iiy doing bo 
wo shall sot ao onviahlo example to all other minorities and demonstrate our Dtucss 
to occupy the positiou of leaders in manors political iu the communal minded India 
of to-d»y. Aro wo prepared to accept this challenge ourselves ami in behalf of the 
proviuuo wo are representing hero to-day V 

Resolutions—Second Day—Madras— 31*1. December 1938 

Object or Tuk Confluence 

After passing a condolence resolution, tho Conference passed tho following resolu¬ 
tion at its adjourned mooting to-day. Mr. B. L. Rallia liam moved tho following 
resolution :— 


“Whereas it is desirable that tho objects and purposes of tho All-India Conference 
of Indian Christians, ami its related Indian Christian Associations should be made 
clear willi a view |« remove misunderstanding and confusion ; 

“It is hereby resolved that, in the opinion of tho Coiiforepoo, tho following state¬ 
ment accurately stales its position: (I) The Conference is not an organisation, pledged 
to a policy of communnlism, but, on the other hand. It desires to throw its influence, 
on tho Hide of eradication of ail forms of cuinmunnlism. (3) Tho Conference is nut a 
separate political party. It docs not wish to advocate the formation of n separate 
political party of Christians in India, leaves its members freo to join the various 
political partus in India, according to their individual convictions, exorcising their 
influence within these parties. (3) Tho Conference recognises, however, that Indian 
Christians aro given a separnto position iu tho Constitution of India as a minority 
group. This and other circumstances have unfortunately mado it n separate Kouial and 
economic entry. 

. .“This Conference is, therefore, primarily eoncornod (a) To see that Christian 
citizens are nut debarrud. or restrained, from having their duo sharu in tho sorvioe of 
of India in all spheres of life on oooount of thoir Faith and as a minority group, {bj 
To strive to improve the economic end social status of Christians and (e) To inculcate 
in them ao abiding love for thoir Motherland and a dotormination to serve her, uplift 
her, and to join with thoir countrymen in making her free ami great." 

Bucrorrr rou Pnosmimos 

Dinhnp Tare/dar moved tho following resolution : “This Conference, once more, 
expresses Its complete agreement with the polioy of Introducing Prohibition adopted 
by several Provincial Governments, A demand has boon made In sumo Christian 
circles that tho use of tho fermented wine for snoramontal purpose should ho exempted 
from the operations of tho Prohibition Acts, by statutory provisions. After careful 
enquiry fhiH Conferaneo declares that a largo majority of Protestant opinion in tho 
country is fully satisliod With tho declared policy and established practice of the 
l rovincml (iovernmonts, whorohy freo Jioonco or authority is given to tho clergymen 

lor uho or fermented wine la those Churches whom custom or religious conviction 
no require/’ ° 


Contact with Cosonsss won Command 

ii,r/f'?/l <)n0ra * J'Jbm'Otary, Mr. B. L. Baltta Ram, brought to tho notieo of 
uio t/onioronco that there was a general feeling among tho Iudiau Christias 
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community that tho Conloronco shonW take slep3 to bo in touch with the 
Congress High Command, so that the general grievances of the community 
might bn redressed. Ho said that this subject had boon raised by one of 
the Provincial Associations and also by a member in a letter to him. He 
suggested that tho Uonforenoo might consider the question and a definite resolution 
passed. An informal discussion ensued in which several delegates participated. The 
following resolution was then adopted :— 

“This Conferenoo resolves to appoint a committee of flvo to discuss with the 
Congress High Command and other parties in power in the provinces, if and when, 
in the judgment of tho Executive Committee of tho Conference, it is necessary, in 
the interests of the community, to negotiate on an all-India basis. 

The following wero elected as members of the Committee t Dr. H, C. 
Mukherjee, Messrs. B, L. Rallia Ram. J. 8. Malelu of Bombay, D. S. Ramacbandra 
ftso of Bangalore and Prof, Ahmed Shah of Lucknow. 

Removal op Illiteracy 

Dr. O. J. Chakko (tho Punjab) moved tho following resolution : 

fa) In the opinion of this Conference, the removal of illiteracy is one of the 
most urgent and pressing problems of tho Indian Nation. 

{b> The steps, however, taken, so far, are wholly inadequate to remedy the 
situation. It therefore urges all Provincial Governments to take immediate and 
effective measures to meet this need. 

(c) In this connection, tho attention of tho country is drawn to tho promotion 
of literacy amongst adults through each methods as those of Dr. Labauch and 
others. 

(d) Tho Conference respectfully suggests that tho adoption of the Roman 
alphabet wilt remove many diflleuUics and it earnestly requests the leader of tho 
Nation to consider this proposal dispassionately in the larger interests of the 
country. 

(c) Tho Conference in particular calls upon tho Provincial Indian Christian 
Associations os well ns Church organisations to engage in an intensive campaign 
to make the Indian Church literate. Tho adoption of Roman script for this purpose 
is earnestly recommended, 

Mr. 8. E. Runganathan suggested that the resolution might bo split np into 
two sections, one relating to tho removal of illiteracy and the other to the Roman 
script. Tho introduction of tho Roman script would lead to great controversies, 
lie moved that elnuse (d) and tho second sentenco of clause (e> be deleted. 

The amended resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Communal Froiileh 

Rev, A. M. Dalny a of Peshawar moved the following resolution :— 

‘This Conference deeply regrets that no solution has yet been found for com¬ 
munal divergences. It humbly and respectfully urges the lenders of the Nation to 
renew their elFurta towards a just settlement in the larger interests of ibo country. 
For its own part ns a smalt, but otherwise important minority in India, it is 
prepared to accept joint electorates with or without reservation of scats, as may bo 
decided upon for India aa a whole. 

Demand to Amend Maiuuaoe Act 

Mr. Bahsinga Satya Nadar moved tho following resolution : “This Conference 
draws the attention of the Government of India to the necessity of amending tho 
Indian Christian Marriage Act of 1872, in order to remedy tho defects revealed io 
its application, since its enactment, and to make it more suitable to the present 
condition of the Christian community and authorises the General Secretary of tho 
Conference io co-operation with tho National Christian Council to approach the 
Government of India on the subject. Tho Conference further empowera a committee 
consisting of Rai A. C. Mukerji, Mr. S. 0. Mukerji, Mr. P. Chenehiah, Mr. P. 
Ponniah, Mr. S. Balasmgam Satya and Mr. Suryavamnshi and the General Secretary 
with power to co-opt to formulate a draft Bill amending the Act, to submit it to 
the Provincial Indian Christian Associations for their opinion, in co-operation with 
tho National Christian Council to determine its final form and join the National 
Christian Council in pressing the Government of India to promote an amending 
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Bill In the Centra] Legislature as a Government measure or if the Government so 
advises, to take steps to hnro it introduced ns private." 

RcitAt CltliiSTIAM Communities 

Mr. Zacharias next moved the following resolution :— 

“The Conference has heard with deep regret that in some parts of India. rural 
Christian communities ora being subjected to inequitable treatment or Rre deprived 
of rights and privileges to which they nro entitled. It calls upon all provincial 
sod nUillated Associations to exercise special vigilance in this direction and to 
make n thorough-going study of disabilities of Indian Christians. The results of 
their investigations should be formulated into a statement and Bent to tho General 
.Secretary of tho All-India Indian Christians, not Inter than .'lUth. October, 1030, and 
a consolidated report on the subject ho represented to the Couterof.cc for discussion 
and determination of steps necessary to remedy tho situation. 

Constitution o? Christian Federation 

A resolution was adopted approving tho proposal for tho appointment of a 
joint committee of Roman Catholics n»d Protestants to deal with such matters as 
were common to the Christian community ns a whole. 

The Conference also decided to abandon the proposal to enlist members directly 
to the A'l-Indm Conference, which would coutinuo to bo a Federation of Indian 
Christian Associations but with freedom to co-opt a limited number of members, 
in accordance with tho constitution. Tho Conference, however, urged upon the 
affiliated associations, the adoption of a foiir-nnnn membership, with n view to 
establishing wider contact with the Christian community. 

The Conference accepted the invitation to hold its next scssiou at Hyderabad 
ia 11)33 and then terminated. 


The AH India Women’s Conference 

Thirteenth Session—New Delhi— 28th December 1938 

Tbn thirteen!!! Htmlon of tho All India Women’s Conference was hold at New 
Delhi on tint 28th December 1938, under the presidency of Ilani Lakahmibai 
Ilujxcmle. In the course ot tho address tho Itani said that tho pro¬ 
gramme of consIrrioHvo politics should bo such as to meet the criticism of Mr. 
Jawuhnrlal Nehru that tho Conference was a wlSilly bourgeois organisation. She 
accentrd tho criticism in so far as it meant that the Conference was not making nny 
marked effort to serve or to come into vital contact with tho real mass of Indian 
women. The Rani observed, “You and 1 will gladly ugreo with Pandit Nehru’s 
claim that tho present awakening among women is duo more to what tho Congress 
has been doing than to our Conference. Naturally tho woman in tho house is the 
first to be aroused in an earthquake because aha has the most precious burdens 
to rescue. Wo owe a debt of gratitudo to the Congress for ttaeso peaceful 
earthquakes and tho consequent entry of women into tho highest positions in 
public fife." * 

"1 Jut I’nndit Nehru was not so realistic Or so fair when ho suggested that what¬ 
ever work this organisation had done was vitiated by the fact that it is a bourgeois 
body. The Congress has been, and still largely is, predominantly bourgeois in com¬ 
position—even alter fifty years of incessant work," 

Thongh “indirect action” was useful and necessary, tho Raul said, they could not 
secure their rightful plncu by Iho work of institutions like tho Congress until their 
work becams more direct, more fundamental and more strenuous. 

In order to achieve this end, the Rani advised the Conference firstly lo widen tho 
basts of its constitution so as to include, along with other reconstructive activities 
tor women and children, political activities ot a non-party and constructive nature. 
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A clear declaratioo of th*ir unity with many of the political parties in India regard¬ 
ing the accepted goat of independence for India should be made forthwith. Although 
Ihii would be a mere declaration of political faith, it would hare an immense eifeet 
on the prestige of the Association. Secondly, this declaration should be supplemented 
by a national effort to explain to Indian women, wherever their organisation could 
reach then, why and hew far the form of Government affected their lives, why the 
present form of government was unsatisfactory, haw little hai been given to them, 
now much remained to be taken and hew the average women could help io the taking 
of it. Thirdly, as part of an adult education scheme and as part of the work of their 
Conference a programme of genera! political education of women must be undertaken. 
They should be made familiar with democratic forms and the duties and responsibi¬ 
lities of womem in a democratic state. Again, the Conference coaid sponsor vigorously 
the Swadeshi movement so that women would come to realise the economic needs of the 
country. Finally, the Conference might impress upon its members and on other women 
the importance of making use of the vote towards the attainment of political freedom. 
Tbeso were some of the ways, said the Kani, in which the phrase Constructive 
Politics might be transla'ei into practice. She declared herself totally against the 
idea of a women's party in the country. She thought that there was no necessity for 
such a party. So long as the question of Indian independence was not settled it was 
the duty of women to subordinate their sectional interests to the larger interests in 
which sorely they were in complete unity with the men of India. 

The Rani thought that the Conference as a bo-dy should for some time to coma 
remain aloof from the disconcerting hurly-burly of paity politics, thought individual 
members of the Conference were free to participate even iu party politics. Shu 
admitted that as they had actually been doing some political work even with the 
present constitution of the Ocnfereooe there was no reason why they coaid not go 
on doing so without broadening the constitution. But she thought that the present 
constitution stood in the way of a sufficiently large number of politically minded 
workers joining their Conference. She added that the fear that if they so expanded 
the constitution their States' branches or constituencies would hesitate to continue their 
connection with the body was wholly baseless. The Dewan of a great South Indian 
State bad assured them Ihtt women ia the States neeJ not be afraid of so expanding 
their organisation as to include purely constructive political activities. 

That assurance should finally answer all fear3 on behalf of its States’ branches. 
Rani Rajwade said that every State unit was free to develop whatever form of 
Government that suited it. Whatever the form they were agitating for, she 
declared these States’ units surely had the right to expect some expression of 
sympathy from the Conference iu this matter. 

In the field of education too the Bam feif they should undertake somo concrete 
work on a large scale. She said that young people especially women should be invited— 
even morally compelled—to put in at least a year's service in literacy work either 
in cities or in villages after the completion of their school or oniversity coarse. (Juo 
conld cite the example of China where the literacy drive was enthusiastically helped 
by bands o( young women. So far as girls’ ©location was concerned, the Rani 
suggested that a committee of expert men and women be appointed under the aegis 
of this Conference to survey the existing curricula for girls’ education and to 
draw up standard curricula for the primary, secondary and higher stages answering 
tho needs of Indian girls. 

In drawing up these cnrttcula, the Rani said, they should bear In mind the 
pointless and excessive Westernisation which had attacked the outlook, tastes, 
mental and physical habits, dress, manners, arts, etc., of several generations of men 
and women among the middle and higher classes. It was a thing which was 
undermining the homogeneity of Indian life very rapidly and was not wholly profitable. 

Referring to the need lor having well-trained teachers, the Rani suggested that 
widows who for one reason or another must seek some occupation would do well 
to adopt thi* noble work for their own. Also, for those married and unmarried 
women, who had leisure and comparative economic assurance and freedom, it 
should be possible to volunteer for this work. 

The Rani proceeded to refer to the vaster work of rural reconstruction, of 
which education was a part. India lived mostly ia the villages and the life that 
it lived there was fettered and barren and only fitfully happy. But hardly any one 
of the town-dwellers could do any etTjciive wort in that direction. For these, she 
prescribed an equally Important task—the uplift of slum women. 

£0 
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Referring to tho social reform, tho President pointed out tl:fit legislation in social 
matters aroused too rauoh bitterness to make it always worth while. Tho most effec¬ 
tive weapon was voluntary and propagandist effort. Tho Conference should never¬ 
theless struggle hard to romovo women’s legal disabilities. She suggest pit tho 
formation of a committee of legal exports to go into tills question and to prepare a 
comprehensive draft of amendments, embodying tho removal of those disabilities. 

Tho Rani concluded by saying that despite adverse criticisms about Indians being 
other-worldly, she would emphatically say that mankind did not livo by broad alone. By 
all means, let them bring bread, light and air to those that needed it. Hut ns Indians, 
as women, as human beings lot them also remember that in spite of all their 
monstrous social injustice and in spite of so minds fake spirituality their land had 
always essentially been a land of seers and sagos. They should remember that abid¬ 
ing strength and freedom and happiness came ultimately out of the spirit—not out 
of their possessions. “Wo shall strike at povorty nod social evil. Bat wo shall do 
so with a full and sleepless realisation that wo do it so that beauty shall come in 
and tho spirit become free." 


Resolution!—2nd. Day—New Delhi—29th. Dec, 1938 

Faith is Nos-Yroursc* 


Tho All-India Womens Conference met again on the next day, (he 29ih. December. 

The fcon. Mrs. Vijaya Laxmt Pandit moving the resolution on “War” said that 
some among the audience might bo wondering why tho Conference was attempting 
to define tho attitude of Indian women to a future war. It was true, shu said, tlmt 
they in India were not in immediate danger of war hut modern science had 
annihilated distance and had brought about a world unity. Whatever happened, say 
in China, hrnl recercussions all over tho world ineluding India. Moreover, they in 
India, had another Rort of war, which had been in progress for many years, a war 
to win their freedom, n war to free India from a dwarfing of tho soul of the people, 
Tho latest weapon thoy had sticoessfullv URed In this war had boon tho 
weapon of noa-violoaoo. In this regard therefore India had a definite message 
for the whote world. 

Proceeding, Mrs. Pandit said that tho world to-day was a battle ground of two 
sets of forces—the forces of reaction and oppression and tho forces of freedom, 
justice and fair play—and thoy in India had to decide which site to take in this 
war of ideas and idaals. Tho question concerned womanhood as a whole. For It wss 
very likely that those forces of oppression which wore so prominent in the Far East, 
the Near East and in Europe might bring further misery and oppression for thorn in 
India too. Mrs. Pandit referred to her rucorrt visit to Europe and Haid tlmt sho had 
witnessed real panto in London whioh was duo to tho fear of war. Anil sho had 
neon British people genuinely relieved when they wore told that Mr. Chamberlain 
had guooeodnd In avortlng war. Tbo moral for them was that a Great 
Power did not honour its obligations towards a wenkor state when there was a 
real throat of war. 


Mrs. Pandit , analysing tho present tnnlody In tho West, said tlmt it was the 
greed for power and possession that had brought Dm world to iis present state of 
norest. They alone in India with their past traditions and huidtgrmind were in a 
position to re-establish faith in justice and equity. Tho women of India could make a 
stand and create a world “united front” for liberty. Thoy in India had sot their 
faith on non-violenco and tho latest example of Riiceoss achieved by this oread was 
Rajkot Non-violence was not pacifism and she hod no doubt that the wornon of 
India would to-day send out a message to tho oppressed nations of tho world, which 
would bring them hope and faith in Justice and equity. 

Rajkumari Amrii Knur, seconding tho resolution, said that tho women of India 
shoold not think in tho narrow terms of (heir country ulono, but also of tho contri¬ 
bution they wore going to make to bring about n new order of tilings in the world. 
The old slogan of a ‘war to ond war' had proved a failure and thoy should not 
only adopt the resolution urging non-eo-opcration with any war in the future, but 
also devise practical schemes to put that resolution into practice. In her opinion, 
tno Uonir-rencfl should Hot up a World Committee to educate public opinion in its 
favour. r nrihermore they should toll thoir Governments that they should not look 
to t icm for nnj support in the event of a war oven in the field of homso 
acuviues. n the women of every country nueccssfnlly impressed upon their 
Governments what they would do In tho event of war, uho was sure, there was 
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every chanoe of ending war and bringing abant a new order of jusliae and 
equity in (lie world. Women had great power, but ttio pity was that they had not 
so far realised it. 

B>yum Hamid AH farther supporting the resolution urged that women should 
boycott the goods of an aggressor country. 

Hiss Any.71 fin, President of the Women's International League for Peace nr.d 
DiBnrmumont, associating herself with the resolution said that women in India could 
not realise how muoh this resolution meant fur them. Sho believed that India had 
achieved a great deal through aon-violonco nod sho appealed to thorn to givo a lead 
to the rest of tho world. _ 

The resolution was further supported by Mrs. Farozuddio and passed unanimously. 

The Conference devoted tho rest of its sitting mainly to the adoption of the 
reports of its Secretary, Treasurer and the Sitb-Cumraittoe set up last year. It atso 
listened to the Secretaries of its various Provincial Oemmitteos, giving an account of 
their activities during the year. Oae interesting report was from Assam whore tho 
ladies of the brunoh association visited womm in jail. Another interesting account 
was from Mrs. Brijlal Nehru in regard to work amongst the Harijaas. Begum 
Hamid Ali told tho Oonferenoo what the women in India had done during the year 
to combat the sale of opium in the oonntry, Jfrs. Doctors gave an account of the 
work of the Women’s Disabilities Committee and said that the Divorce Bill, if passed, 
would remove a great disability from which Hindu women wore suffering. Mrs. 
Asaf Ati reported to the Conference what its Legislative Committee had done 
during tho year, 

Mr. C. F. Andrews, addressing tho Confer once in tho afternoon, nrgod three 
things. Firstly he wanted the Conference to send a deputation to their 
Exuellcnoies tho Viceroy and Lady Linlithgow requesting them to preveifany more 
Indians from abroad being repatriated to Indio. Bo said that the oondition of 1,000 
Indians who had recently been repatriated from British Guiana was unspeakable. 
Secondly, Mr. Andrews ’wanted tho Conference to send out a teacher to train women 
teachers particularly in British Guiana, aud thirdly ho urged that they should oraste 
an Overseas Department within the Conference and to appoint one or two liaison 
officers to remain in touch with him. He also pleaded for Jews and asked the 
Conference lo express every sympathy with them. 

liajkumcsri Aniril Kaur felt that’ there would not bo muoh difficulty in giving 
effect to Air. Andrews’ suggestions. 

Tin? Couferouoo then passed resolutions, mourning the death of Kama! Atiitnrk, 
Sir Mahomed Iqbal, Maulima Shankat Aii, Mahatma Hansraj and Begum Aosari, also 
expressing gratitude to the Bombay Government for recognising the Thackarsey 
Indian Women’s University aud urging other Provincial Governments to grant 
similar recognition. The conference thereafter set up six groups to frame resolutions 
which were taken into consideration on January 1. 

Reiolution*—3rd. Day—New Delhi—l»t January 1939 

Women ro Discuss Pounce 

An important change in its constitution so as to permit tho dioussioo of political 
questions was made by tho All-India Women’s Conference before it concluded its 
13th session to day. 

The proposal for a change from its policy of non-partieipatton in political dis¬ 
cussions had been before tho Conference in its earlier sessions ; but the strong lead 
in favour of it, given ia her opening address by the President, Rani Likshmibai 
Raj wade, apparently influenced the decision this year. 

The session was also notabte for a load in favour of sex education for the young ; 
for what has been described as a Socialistic declaration that Labour must be recog¬ 
nised as part-owner in industry along with Capital, and for a strong denunciation of 
war and determination not to assist or take part ia it even fey way of nursing or 
olhor humane activities. 

The draft resolution on political discussions, as adopted by the Standing Committee 
of the Conference, was definite in its terrrs but when it came before the open 
session, it mot with opposition from a number of delegates, including Begum Aiziz 
Itasal, Miss Baliadurjt Bitiimoria, Mrs, Dootor and Miss Ferozuddin who pointed oat 
that the inclusion of political questions ou the agenda would lead to dissensions and 
retard progress in other important matters. 
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TIsd debale on the resolution occupied tho whale of the morning's sitting and the 
Conference finally aooopted an amendment moved by Miss L. Naidu, laying down : 
“The Association shall bo free to discuss and contribute to nil questions and matters 
affecting tlio welfare of the people of India, with particular reference to women and 
children.” 

The speeches made in favour of the amendment made it clear that the Conference 
would bo allowed to discuss politics. 

The Conference, by anothor resolution, urged that nursery schools should be 
started as early as possible both in urban and rural areas ns it was convinced that 
habits, a souse of discipline, eloraontary reading and writing and sensory training, 
if impaitcd properly to young children, would turn them into good materia! for pri¬ 
mary schools aud lit them for real sorvtoo to the country. 

Sex Education For Children 

Tho Conference expressed the opinion that sex education should bo given from 
the child’s earliest years by means of simple talks on blunt life and elementary 
physiology. Later, definite instruction should bo given by trained people to boys 
and girls at the high school stage and also to college students and it should ho com¬ 
pulsory in training colleges. Marriage hygiene clinics should bo established to give 
advice to married Gouples and to help parents to givo proper sex education to their 
children. Group meetings of fathers and mothers separably may bo arranged iu 
connection with schools where men aud women doctors or other exports may give 
instruction. 

Educative propaganda was urged bv moans of a further resolution on tho use of 
hand-pounded rice, raw sugar nud hand ground wheat with a view to solving tha 
problem of nutrition. The Conference suggested to district and local authorities to 
render help by making available to tho public these articles, both in urban and rural 
areas, whore machinery has crept it. 

Rioiit Of Divorce Fon Women 

The Conferenoo recommended that tho olause relating to dissolution of marriage 
in Mrs. Hubbaroyan's Hilt bo incorporated in Dr, Doshmukli's Hill on divorce aud 
that a Joint Select Committee of both House of tho Central Legislature be sot up 
with Mrs, Subbaroyan us a ravmbur to examine Dr. DoHhmukh's fill! and Seth 
GovindlaJ flhtvlal Motilal's Bills on monogamy. The Conference gave support to the 
principle of Dr, Kazmi's Hill for the dissolution of Muslim marriages as also the 
Hills on similar linos pending before the Legislatures of Hihar, Bind and the United 
Provinces. 

Tho Conforonco also roitorated its demand that tho Government of India 
should appoint a committee of expert lawyers, with an adequate number of women 
on it, to oxamioo the whole question of tho legal disabilities of Indian womon. 

Tho Conference endorsed us earlier nnti-war resolution and recorded its strong 
protest against the Army Recruitment Hill passed by the Central Assembly. 

Oa the question of Waffle in womon and children, the Conference asked alt Pro¬ 
vincial Governments to follow tho lead given by tho Madras Government iu the 
appointment of a Provincial Women's Welfare Worker. It urged upon tho authori¬ 
ties to appoint special women officers at railway stations, lock-ups, prisons, etc., and 
aAoJ the constituent bodies of the Conforonco to make eilorts to break down the 
existing prejudices against (lie womon who have been forced to live a life of sbaine 
and are desirous of leading an honourable life. 


Resolution On Labour 

A comprehensive resolution was finally passed, doolaring ihat the considered 
policy of Ihu Conference was that labour must bo recognised as part-owner in in¬ 
dustry a.ong with capital and that us a stop towards tho attainment of this ideal 
StS'r(',i n . r“^ Labour and Capita! must be established. The Conference 
libour 'T’.'T® llvlBg w «;« t»i<J social insurance ; and directed its 

r"L"f .a ! 100 t0 Y ndo / Ulko 8 Bur¥l -‘y Of the conditions of child labour aud 
woman labour ta unregulated industries aud workshops. 



The Land-holders* Conferences 

The All-India Land-holders' Conference 

The Srst session of the All-India Land-holders’ Conference was held at 
Dsrbhaoeha on the I Oth. December 1938 under the presidency of the Maharaja of 
Mymcnatnqhi who said that the time was ripe for them to unite and chalk out a 
plan of action for safeguarding their interests. 

An All-India Landlords’ Federation was formed at thn Conference which was largely 
attended by big zemindars from Bengal, Bihar and the United Provinces, 

His Highness tbo i taharajadhiraja of Darbhanya, in opening tbo Conference said :— 

*1 have been watching with deep concern the onslaughts that sro being made on 
the landlords in overy part of the country and I thought that it was a matter of 
paramount importance for the landholders to decide, and decide at once, how they 
should act in the present situation. But before having a representative gathering, I 
considered it necessary that there should be a free and frank exchange of views among 
somo of my friends so that wo may have a definite plan of action and if the ilea of 
an All-India Conference finds favour, to settle its preliminaries. 

More than once l have expressed mv views and sentiments on problems affecting 
the landlords and I am pained to find that my apprehensions are coming true and wa 
are too slow to respond to the needs ol the situation. True, rude shakings have 
opened our eyes ; but wo are not yet on our legs. 1 do not think that it is necess- 
sary for mo to tell yon about the humiliation and the suffering to which the landlords 
throughout the country are being subjected. You know it too well. We have, there¬ 
fore, lo ask oufselves one simple question, namely. ‘How are we going to end them ?' 

I think that we have only two alternatives before us. Either we should sink our 
differences, unite and work together not only for the presorvation of tbo Zemindary 
system but also for making the system an integral part of the body-politic of the 
country, or we should once lor all give up the idea for any common action, bid goodbye 
to the Zemindarics and do what each one of os thinks good for himself. We have no 
lime to brood over our lot and meet our end before wo realise that it has come. If wo 
decide to exist as a class we must, without any further loss of time, apply ourselves 
to our task with courage and determination. But if we choose the other alternative 
there is hardly any justification for us to meet and waste our time and energy in 
composing our elegy. Certainly, this alternative presupposes despair, inaction and 
discomfiture in iheVrqggie of'life and leaves nothing to be done. I am, therefore, 
addressing you on the assumption that your choice will fail on the first alternative. 

The two essentials for an organisation are ‘men and money’. We will achieve 
success in the same measnre in which we will got them. About ‘men’ let me tell 
you that the backbone of the Zemindary system are the Zemindars with small income. 
Individually, they cannot do much. But, collectively, they can be a tremendous power. 
I hope that in every province there will be found sufficient number of landholders to 
go from door to door, make these small Zemindars alive to tbo gravity of the situa¬ 
tion, inspire among them the confidence that they will be helped and’guided by their 
organisations and secure their co-operation. When that will be done we will be well 
on the way. Now as far as money is concerned we can hope to get it only if we 
look upon our contribution to our organisations as insurance premia. It is neither 
charity nor club subscription. We and specially those of ns who have large incomes, 
should make up our minds about spending money in a way that may secure our 
position in life. Unfortunately, the present economic condition of the Zemindars in 
general is far from satisfactory. Still by receiving our budgets and judiciously 
regulating our expenditure we can contribute substantially to our Provincial organisa¬ 
tions and save for the rainy season. 

Certainly, this will involve a radical change in our old practices but there is no 
escape from it. We must change with time. 1 have no doubt in my mind that even 
if only a fuw loading landlords in each province throw themselves heart and soul in 
the work of organising their class, aDd work with a common object and iu full co¬ 
operation with one another, wo shall in a few months make ourselves strong enoQgh 
to be heard with respect. I am aware of the faot that attempts are being made to 
divide the ranks of the Zemindars by exaggerating the differences between those who 
have big income and those who have small income. Such an attempt is, if I may 
say so, bound to lead the entire class of Zemindars to their doom. By this method 
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we shall not bo abln to utiliso tho entire resoorros of oar class and ‘men and money,’ 
a combination of which can work wonders in tho organisation, will drift apart and 
although very valuable in llieir own way can product! no result far Him object which 
is common to every description of Zemindars. Hut I am auro that 6uch an attempt 
will miserably fait soon after wo will tako up (ho work seriously in hand because, I can¬ 
not imagino that onr brother landlords will bo so impolitic ns to ignorn this aspect 
of the question. Although there may bo divergent opinions regarding details, I can¬ 
not coroprohend that thorn is room fur any difference of opinion among landlords’ so 
far as thoir larger interests oro concerned, and I expect that onr brother landlords 
will not allow that largo ialorcat to suffer on account of their concern for individual 
or minor matters. 

I must also tell you that (hero nro (wo enemies which wo should stoutly oppose. 

I mean tho ‘reactionnrios' and I he revolutionaries. I lirsvo always believed in tho 
process of evolution which in another word moans ordorod progress. Our position in 
the country has considerable suffered because wo nro believed to bo reactionaries 
and we have not taken sufficient pains to disabuse tho public mind of this wrong 
belief. Any impartial person who cares to know about tho contribution so far made 
by tho landlords towards the progress of Ihn country will of course find out that the 
charge made against this class of boing reactionaries is os baseless as it is mischievous. 
But where tho landlords erred was that they remained indifferent to tho malicious 
propaganda that wna carried on agninst them. Tho weakness of their organisation 
and their dependence oil the (lovernmeDt for llieir protection wore largely responsible 
for such an impression. But wo have learnt the lesson to our cost atid it is time 
now for us to steer olear of reactionaries and by an organised effort fo help evory 
progressive and lawful activities in the country. Wo have before us the instances of 
tho French and the English nobility. Whereas as tho formor cams fo an end with 
tho fall of a reactionary monarchy the latter has not only been able to keop monarchy 
as a vital force in tho progressive tnaich of tho country but also as a distinctive placo 
for *tself in its governance. 

We seo now Hint over since tho establishment of thn Congress Government tho 
I'migress party has been divided ioto tho ‘Wight’ and ‘Left wings and tlioir outlooks 
mo fundamentally different. It has boon my oxperiouen (hat whereas tho former 
has been always ready to take fl reasonblo view of things and eager to have tho 
co-operation of ovoty class and oomrauuily in tin programme of national servieo, the 
lattor has been attempting to make a Russia of India and ruthlessly destroy 
nil Ibat have been taken centuries to grow ; and that for nn uncertain future. They 
are openly fomenting class hatred, violence nod disobedience to law. They are woikiog 
amongst our tenants and aggravating agrarian urefit. This certainly is a great 
tomato to us. 

I» Is our duty to strengthen tho hiinda of tho Oovcrnmont in counteracting this 
mischievous move and do onr best to co-operate with (huso who have made no 
secret of their disapproval of tho violent and revolutionary methods. I think you 
will agree with mo that tho lest policy for us to pursuer Is to lend our unqualified 
support to evpry activity that may bring about all-round economic and political 
progress and resist nil tho forces that bio calculated to crouto a cleavage botweeo 
tlm landlords, tenams and the agricultural labour. 5fy own view has always been 
that in this country tho gruateot Industry is agriculture and that can thrivu' only if 
all tho threo cIssm-b I have mentioned work in harmony for tho improvement of 
land. It is high timn that tho tenants bo told ’how Urey nrn being misled and 
what misery awaits them under tho leadership of these revolutionaries. We have 
now n democratic form of Government. It will b 0 an evil day if it d.genorates into 
dictatorship if it is allowed to ho tyrannical. Although there Is the rulu of majority, 
tho success of Ihia form of Government lies in reconciling tho various interests that 
constitnta a nation. It must bring out by correct leadership what is best in 
individuals and not trust what the loader considers bust for them. In this wav, and 

this way alone, (ho Nation can nllain greaineHS and I hope that our country will 

assimilate this spirit of democracy. Tho class to which wo belong is in minority, 

lot tins minority m allowed to grow ah freoly os any other class will, I am sure, 

aiwayg r><j od &s&ot to tho coantry, 

Under tho present constitution matters directly affecting Zomindario* aro Provincial 
subjects and as such tho provincial organisation# are tho most imitortant units They 
must bo to a groat extent autonomous os they shall have to regulate their activities 
according to tho different coach lions prevailing la different provinces, But all the 
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sacaa, the necessity of an All-India Federation of Landholders has been largely 
recognised. The represontaiives of the various provinces to that All-Iudia body wit! 
not only deliberate on matters nffvcting the landholders of the country as a whole, 
will not only co-ordinate the activities of the various provinces but also give a 
provincial organisation the feelings that in the event of doubts and difficulties 
they can receive advico, guidance and support from tho laud-bolders of the whole 
of tho country. 


The Agra Zemindars’ Conference 

A very successful meeting of the zemindars of Agra was held at Agra on the 
3rd July, 1938 in the halt of tha Balwant Rajput Intermediate College. It was 
attended, amongst others, by Rao Mabarajsingh ol Easganj, Kunwar Lakshmi Raj Singh 
of Gahhana, the Raja of Tirwa, tho Nawab Sahtb of Cbatari, the Raja of Sarnav, 
Captain Rao Krisboapal Singh, the Raja of Bbadwar, Rai Girendra Narain of Saket, 
Mr. Ram Chandra Gupta, a. u c., the kunwar Saheb of Birpura, the Thakur Saheb of 
Labhowa, Mr. Govind Das Bhargava, and Nawab Sir Mobatnmad Yusuf, Besides the 
resolution forming a local district association of the zamindars, thirty resolutions were 
passed. It was evident that the now U, P. Tenancy Bill had made the zemindars 
of all shades of opinion and grades very uneasy and apprehensive. 

Ceuibmxs’s Addbess 

Thakur Yashpal Singh ot Jarar, in the course of his short and sweet address as 
chairman or the reception committee, said that the grave injustioe which was being 
inflicted on the ztmiadara of the province at the present time in the name of the 
service of the Motherland was without a precedent and that such an injustice in 
tho noma of justice and fsirpiay was haidly beard of before. In the new Tenancy 
Bill tho Ciogress Government is not only treating tho zamindars unjustly but is 
trying to crush them. Their elementary rights and privileges are not to he recog¬ 
nized. In fact, according to the uew tenancy law, they will remain owners of their 
land only in name, while others will acquire all sorts of rights in respect of the 
same. The zamindir will become helpless and his only function will be to pay the 
revenue. He protested against the virtual extinction of ‘Sir’ aod new but iniquitous 
proposals with regard to restraint, ejectment and realization of rent, which will be 
impossible to recover and the revenue will have to be paid all the same in full 
and at the proper time. There have been some satisfaction if the revenue were 
based on the actual rents realized by the zamindars. It is tho limit of high-handed¬ 
ness that the holdings are proposed to bo auctioned to satisfy arrears of rent. He 
wondered, if the tenants of houses in urban arears also would be granted similar 
rights. He failed to understand if there could bo greater high-handedness than that 
the zamindars should be unable to eiercise their right of ownership in their land 
and recover their dues. The new act will increase litigation and aacentuata differ¬ 
ences between the zamindars and the tenants and keep them at logger-heads. It is 
a mistake to believe that the smaller z imindars will benefit and have advantage in 
respect of revenue. Their revenue wilt increase and their property will soon pass 
out of their hands. The zamindars’ position is one of grave anxiety. Unjust laws 
are made against them. Their tenants are misled and set against them and when 
they protest aod raise their voico ihe Congress leaders threaten them with dire 
consequences. If they want to organize themselves a threat is held out that Congress 
volunteers will be let loose on them. 

Alt this is chiefly due to the fact that tha zamindars are not yet welt organized. 
Without due organisations the very existence of the zamindars is in jeopardy. The 
tenants have always lived with the zamindars. They shall not be separated from the 
latter. Let rent and revenue be decreased. Let tbe canal rates and the stamp duty 
for tha tenants bo reduced, but the zamindars cannot tolerate that their tenants 
should bo purposely misled and misguided. A check to this is only possible through 
the zamindars’ organization. 


Pbesjqesttzi. Address 

Khan Bahadur Mohammad Obridur Rahaman Khan, m. t. a., of Bhikampore, 
Aligarh was elected president. He made a very effective speech. He said that the 
zamindars were no less anxious than others for the welfare of the tenants but a!! 
the same it was no sin if they tried to save and protect their legitimate rights. Tbe 
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bill coaslilutes a process of slow poisoning and the provisions relating to ‘Sir’ am 
highly detrimental and indefensible. Fortunately, tiioro were some zatniudara in the 
Congress ranks and he was not without hopes that they would exercise their whole¬ 
some influence on the agrarian polioy of She Congress Government, The strength 
of the Congress was derived from its discipline and if tho zemindars also could 
organize and discipline themselves they could grow equally strong. The present 
Tenancy Bill is nothing short of tyranny of the majority. The reason is, however, 
with the zmnindars. It is a delusion that it will give any relief or advantage to the 
smaller znmindars, who may suffer much worse. The continuance of the arrest of 
the 2 amindara for arrears of revenue in spite of repeated protests is nn net of high¬ 
handedness. Tho proposed percentage rf land revenue is unreasonably high. The 
zamindar will bo left with only 17 and a half peroent of the income. In fact, tho 
Tenancy Bill in its present form is a danger to the very existence of the zaraindnra. 
Tho very abolition of the zamindnri may ho preferable to the torturous provisions 
of (ho Bill. Tfio zemindars have right to live and they oaly want to live with self- 
resnect. Tho cry raised against thum that they are the blood-suckers of the ryots 
and the cause of their ruin is malioious. There is no zamindar in Birdoli and yet 
the tenants' grievances there wore tho neatest Tho statement that tho present had con- 
ditition of the tenantry is duo to tho zamindar is not warranted. Are not 22 lacs 
of zaraindars of the province entitled to be properly oared for and looked after by 
tlioir Government, which is supposed to bo national 7 

Tho zamindnrs have always liberally helped In charities and acts of public nlilily. 
The Balwant Rajput Inter College where the conforonoo was hold owed its existence 
to the munificence of a premier zamindar of tho province. Many roads, schools, 
colleges and hospitals owed their oxistenoo to tho zamindars. If tho zamindnrs 
will bo crushed, various works of public charity and utility will coma to an end 
without any one gaining in any way. The situation Is critical and requires thought¬ 
ful considoration. Thorn had been nn agitation for tho reduotion of canal rates but 
without any success. However, if tho zamindnrs wanted to live it was necessary 
that they organized themselves and there was duo oo-operation amongst them. He 
was glad to observe that there wns a steady awakening amongst tho zamindars. If 
enthusiasm and spirit are combined the needed solution may soon bo found. They 
havo to show life and bo prepared to make sacrifices to save their honour and 
property. The president was Imtenod to with rapt attention and there waro prolonged 
cheers at tho conclusion of tho apcoch, 

Re*olution«—Organiaation of Zamindar* 

Tho following resolutions worn passed at tho conference 

Resolved that this Conference Is emphatically of opinion that Immediate and 
effective steps should bo taken to mobilise and organise all forces in tho country, 
which stand for ordered progross and duo maintenance of rights of privato property, 
aud that in view of the absolute failure of tho present Government to protect the 
just and lawful fights of tho zamindars, the zamindars should effectively oiganisa 
themselvos in order to protect their legitim,ito rights aud provont irresponsible 

K xiinns from carrying on unfair and mischievous propaganda creating ill-feeling 
tween them and Ibo tenants. 

Casss War , 

Resolved that this Conference is in comploto sympathy with all lawful and 
genuine efforts to improve th i general, social, and economic conditions of tho tenants 
but protests emphatically against tho proposed D. P. Tenancy Bill which not only 
totally disregards tho fundamental rights and privileges of tho zamindars and agrarian 
economic considerations but also encourages and fosters a division amongst the 
zamindars as a class on tho ono side, and hotweon tho tenants and the zamindars on 
the other, and thus promotes a dangerous class-war. 


‘era Rights 


(a) Resolved that there should bo no Interference with and unjust and arbitrary 
encroachment oo tho zamindars' valuable and anciont right of 'Sir' and no hereditary 
"f* ^ eroded f W the sub-tenants of the '8ir' whioh solves to a eertnii 

iru ran a ,0 u a , rcsl , lleDl8 tho Villages for whom no provision 
has been made sn tbs Bill, and helps the zamindars to maintain thoir growing families, 
to which right they as sons of the soils are in every way entitled. * 
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(b) Farther resolved (hat in hare fairness, the zamindars should retain their 
rights to acquire ‘8ir‘ right in the future and land from the tenants, for planting 
gioves and gardens and building I houses ; and that if necessary the restrictions 
lain down In see, 4 of tha Agra Tenancy Act 1926 may be refained in respect 
of now ‘Sir 1 rights, 

gtJUOISTED AmR.SDKKS'TS 

Resolved that under sec. 31 tho daughter’s sen or brother's son should bo a 

resilient of lire village in which tha holding bo situated and that under seo. 32 also 
tho daughter's son should bo a resident of the villsgo and inasmuch as the 

brother is no legal heir of a widow his son should also not bo granted the 
right of succession. 

Resolved that sec, 4 (3) imposes an unjust and unnecessary restriction on a 
valuable civil right of tho zamindars to grant a perpetual lease and shonld be deleted. 

Resolved that seo, 79 is unjust, arbitrary and unsound and shonld be deleted, and 
that unless a fraud is established all surrenders and abandonments should be dual 
and not liable to bo questioned by heirs or successors. 

Resolved that tho only possible and practicable basis of rent rates has 

been laid down in sub-soc, (1) of sec. 103 at tho end of which lha 

following words should bo added i ‘due regard boing had to movements 

in prices and roots and tho lotting-valuo of land’, and that ail that is 

hid down In auh-seo. 2 may bo regarded a good piece of propaganda, but is hope¬ 
lessly vague and iodoterminablo and will (a) lead to impossible demands, (6) 
raise Fatso hopes and expectations, (c) encourage demand for cultivation of small 
holdings freo of rent, and id) result in needless litigation and create endless 
complications equally embarrassing to Government and zamindars and should, there¬ 
fore, be deleted. 

Resolved that in sec. 87 (2) it should bo made amply clear that remission or 
suspension of rovenno shall always bo made in the same proportion in which remission 
or suspension of rent is granted. 

Resolved that in s®o. 102 (5) it should be made clear that during (he currency of 

a settlement there should be no enhaucemont of revenue, and if there is any abate¬ 

ment of root and assets, tho revenue should be correspondingly reduced. 

Resolved that part (b) of the m>%vly proposed seo. 115 should be worded exactly as 
part (b) of see. 53 of the Agra Tenancy Act 1926, and that part (d) of the whole 
section 53 shonld also be included in the newly proposed section 115. 

Resolved that in fairness tho import proviso to sec. G5 of the Agra Tenancy Act 
1926, should be included in the nowly proposed sec. 113. 

Resolved that in see. 139 of tho proposed bill, sub-sec. 4 of section 137, of the 
Agra Tenancy Act 1926, should also be incorporated. 

Resolved that in eonsonanno with tho principles on which see. 145 of the proposed 
bill is based, the zamindars should also bo exempted from arrest and detention for 
the recovery of revenue. 

Resolved that the provisions relating to distraint are vory cumbersome and com¬ 
plicated, will cause serious hardship, aud should be simplified, so that the collection of 
arrears of rent may be easier, and that if a caretaker is not permitted to be employed 
and the distraint property is left in the charge of tho defaulter, the purpose of dis¬ 
traint will generally bo defeatod. 

Resolved that the proposed changes in the tenancy (aw call for corresponding 
changes in the revenue law also, aud unless tho Government bring forward their 
proposals of changes in the revenue law as well, it will not be fair that the tenancy 
legislation may ba rushed through as appears to be intended at present. • 

Resolved that sec. 1S1 should bo deleted because it would put a premium on 
default. 

Resolved that under sec. 153 (3) the distraint of not less than half the produce 
should bo permitted for more than one instalment of rent falling due. 

Resolved that the grant of freo rights to tenants to plant trees and groves on 
their holdings will prove detrimental to the holding itself aud to the adjoining holdings 
of other tenants, aud requires careful reconsideration. 

Resolved that in case of ejectment it will be unfair to compel the zamindars 
to pay compensation for any construction which does not benefit the zamindars, 
or the holding. 

51 
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Resolvod that under section 203 delivery of tho possession of lisa land back to 
tiio zamindars should bo made mandatory because thero Is a gen oral increase 
of lawlessness and this offence has become much too common. 

Resolved that tho canal rates should bo halved, and tho stamp duty payable 
by tenants should also bo halved. 

Resolved that sections 181, 185 and 13G will make tho realisation of rents 
not ooly difficult but almost impossible, and hit tho smaller zamindars very hard 
and evon deprive them of their property, (hat the arrears of rent should be 
recoverable in all cases, as at present as soon as they fall duo by ejectment or 
otherwise and that in fact tho various legal proceedings should bo expedited and 
on the ilnos of procedure In respect of suits relating to negotiable instruments, 
ail frivolous vexatious and dilatory proceedings by defaulters, should bo made 
impossible. 

Resolved that this Conference strongly protests against the statement made 
by the Iioq. Rovonuo Minister and others that tho zamindars aro rnoro ront-l 
collectors ami not tho owners of land, and affirms that tho zamindars and no 
body else aro the ownors and proprietors of thulr lands. 

Resolved that this Conference enters an omphatio protest against the unjust 
and arbitrary Stay-orders without corresponding rollof in tho revenue and urges 
the romisslon of tho postponed rents to tho tonants aad rofund of proportionate 

remission of rovonuo to tho zamindars. 

Resolved that this Conforooco ts doaldodly of opinion that the poverty of 
tho rural population can never bo removed unloss eileofivo measures aro taken to 
tacklo its root couses by i 

(1) r(Gloving prossuro on land through a carefully planned scheme of 

industrial development ; 

(2) organising cottage and villager industries on a wide scale in order to 

provide additional sourco of income to tho tonants : 

<3) iucroasing tho proditoo by developing and encouraging better farming and 

making the requisites for improved agriculture available mere easily and cheaply ; 

<4) Attacking rural indebtedness, and providing easier and cheaper credit. 

(5) Providing extensive facilities for tho bettor marketing of tiro agricultural 
produce and 

(0) Trying to improve tho purchasing power and wealth of tho people 
of tho province. 


PROPOSKD EsrUNCKSIEXT OP LAND HKVKSnE 

Rosolved that this Government protests strongly against tho roportod proposals for 
enhancing tho land rovonuo which in spite of tho proposod bait of rotate will 
adversely affect tho zamindars of alt grades, and tho Imposition of any agricultural 
ioeoraotax In permanently nettled areas in cfnar violation of tho deiinilo guarantee 
glvun by tho British Government to tho zamindars. 

Resolved that adequate penalty should ho provided for false and malicious 
complaints under section 269. 

Kesolvod that tho roportod proposal that ejectment of tonants may ho permitted 
for arrears of not more ttian one year and that also by ths sate of tho whole or a 
portion of tho holdings Is highly unjust and detrimental to tho lawful interests of tho 
/>amin<iars, constitutes an unwarranted and unjustilloij encroachment on their eksmon- 
tary right of proprietorship, aad should not bo incorporated In the iiill. 


Ministers and tenants 


Resolved that this Conference expresses Its strong indignation against iho Ministers 
olviNi with the peasants' conference and delivering aeti-zamiodar 

nrwt ni fltn ___it 1 • * .. . , . < 


identifying themselvtat with the peasants conioreuoo ana aoiivenog aett-zamindar 
speeches at them and at tho same time assuming tho role of impartial judges in order 
to adjust equitably the relations between tiro zamindars and tenants. 


The U. P, Zamindars’ Conference 

fs.hln 9 ™ P 'f am i n ^ 1 r8 ,’ Conference, organized by the Allahabad District Zamindars’ 
1-ravLe “‘Allahabad on tho totb. July 1938 In the Harris Hall of tho Agra 

izrarso of^hi^ProahlcnrfaT Address °° Kri ' h * a ** 1 in tho 

0? mr ( frlQn(,ft bfi«n to attrlbuto all ilm Ilia of 

J p eaoaco of tho zammdars, Thoro was however & time whoo this 
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country reached its zoniih in tlia economic, social, political and even spiritual sphere* 
under tlio inlitienco and leadership of this class of men. Deriving their inspiration 
from tho great sagos and thinkors of thoir oonnfry they put into execution schemes 
which resulted in this country being regarded as the homo of learning, of piety and 
of wealth in the entire world. 

Although intoxicated by tlio attainment of sudden and unexpected strongth 83 a 
result of tlio last elections to the provincial Assomblios the Congress has forgotten 
tlio invaluable assistance rendered by our class, it is clear as daylight that it 
would bo shaken in its foundations if it did not have the support of 60 tne of our 
brethren who have placed patriotism before thoir interest and the interests of thoir 
class and ara endeavouring to servo their country according to their convictions. 
The Congress is certainty taking undue advantage of their attitude and St is possible 
that before long these patriotic individuals—who lovo to stake everything for the 
independence of thoir country—may find thcmselvos disillusioned if the trend of 

E olitios of the party to which they bolong continue to drift in the direction it has 
eon doing for sometime past. The cry of independence which was in the forefront 
until some years back, has new fallen into the background, having yielded place to 
orics of olass antagonism. Some of the votaries of independence and political reform 
who used to be so vociferous in thoir dotnand for reduction of the cost of adminis¬ 
tration for the Indianixatlon of the higher sorvioo, for the separation of the Executive 
from tlio Judiciary, for the reduction of Army expenditure, for the industrial develop¬ 
ment of tho country and for n host of other problems which had confronted Indian 
politiuians from the time British rule was established in tho country, have now 
divortod thoir attention to tho starting of internecine trouble, and others have 
come up like mushrooms—drawing inspiration from foreign philosophers and 

economists—to lead the masses to thoir 'solvation* by means not mere objectionable 
but positively clangorous. 

One is at a toss to understand now how far they are justified in preaching socia¬ 
lism and otlior political and economic theories which are ns impracticable as they 
are dangerous lo tho peaceful progress of this country, when India has yet to aohiovo 
its first goal of partial or complete Independence. If these now theories like socialism 
iiavo not proved practicable in tho materialistic countries of tho West one must 
woudor if they can ever bo found suitable to this country which has always been 
steeped in spiritualism and philosophy, and has always relegated mundane matters 
to a secondary place. India has always avoided capitalism as much as socialism. 
Hero every individual and every group has boon alioted a distinct placo in society 
and entrusted with specific duties and privileges. It has boon expected from every 
group nod ovary individual—whatever bo its or his position—that they have to 
work for the common good of society as a whole of and not for thoir ownself, what¬ 
ever sacrifices tho perlormauao of such duty may involve. They can enjoy tho 
privilege ooty so long as they perform thoir particular duty. Socialism can only 
thrive, in any of ils varied forms, whore individuals or groups of them work with 
an entirely selfish motive. Tlio idea of property in our country has always beoo 
cherished ou tho basis of service to tho entire community. Therefore, property 
hero is meant not for tho enjoyment of ono individual but for tho support of a joint 
family Bud Uioso who have to reader various social and religious services to it. The 
heads of families owning most of tho big estates, bo they proprietors or managers, 
have not tho absolute right of alienation and transfer, and so long as thoy administer 
property they have to pay duo regard—subject to local praotiee and custom—to the 
interests of all who helped them and thoir ancestors to acquire tho property and who 
servo its owners and shares in profit in different capacities. This in itself Is 
a kind of socialism which, while respecting tho rights of ownorship of individuals 
enjoins on them tho duty to support ail tlioso who have a claim on and a share in 
the income of such properties. Modern socialism in such conditions bus little chances 
of success. Whatever headway it lias made in these few years is either due to tho 
disregard of tho ancient tenets by present owners of property or to tho ignorance 
of Ibu masses of this country of tho ways and the effects of modern propaganda. If 
you take the instance of any ‘zamimiar’, especially one who is not running his estate 
on Court of Wards lines, you will find that, after incurring all tho necessary expen¬ 
diture on various items which do not include tho expenses of his family, ho is loft 
only with a very reasonable margin for his own expenses and tho maintenance of his 
family. This is why those of us who take to modern and expensive ways of living 
soon find ourselves in deop waters. A 'zamindar* must support his family and his 



404 


TOE 2AM1NDARS' CONFERENCES 


[ ALLAHABAD — 


kinsmen; he must support hereditary servants—not only his own but those who 
serve the villase and are given land at speoially low rates o( rent ; ho must pay 
allowances to family and village priests and heads ; ho mast set aside a considerable 
amount for oharity during the numerous festivals and ootemonies. Then, these days, 
one mast give scholarship, subscriptions and donations to educational and Other 
institutions which claim them from every member of society who has any surplus, 
A ‘zaraindnr’ has not only to spend money on the social obligations of 1)is kinsmen 
and his own but also of the poorer iahibilauts of his estate, Wli.tt is this if not 
socialism ? 

It is in fact socialism of a better, more practical and a more humane type which, 
instead of spreading class hatred, results in real and complete harmony among the 
various classes of society. It is ridiculous to preach western ideas of socialism in 
India, and to mislead people under the camouflage of patriotism. 

So far as the cause of the country's moral Bud material—including political—pro¬ 
gress is cooeernod I can claim on behalf of you all that the 'zunindurs' aro second to 
none. While wo can still claim curtain privil»gos on tlio basis of lha saorilioes of our 
ancestors, we cannot escape the moro oumeious and important obligations which these 
privileges entail. We have to perform our duty towards our country and towards 
our tenantry. Unless we caa full’ll thorn satisfactorily and prove our utility, it is 
obvious that wo cannot ba allowed to exist fnr very long. Hoforo dilating on this 
subject I must make it clear that the sphere of Iheso class organisations and confer¬ 
ences is limited to safeguarding and promoting the interests of their class and its 
members. Their angle of vision cannot bo wide enough to justify their taking 
part in the general politics of the country. Therefore, thu landlords must for the 
sake nf serving their country join ono or another of the political parties which stand 
for the ordered progress of tndia. It will only then be possible for them to cooperate 
fully with members of oilier classes striving fur tlm political salvation of the country. 
This done, they have vast scope for serving tho Motliilriand in political, economic, 
social and other spheres of public life. I trust, therefore, that class organisations in 
our country will net ho allowed to dominate tho political platform which is meant 
for parties based on well-known political principles. 

The first and foremost duly of the zainimWs, like that of every other class of 
Indians, is !o look to tho political and economic salvation of this country. They must 
stake everything on it and place their aim above everything else—oven the interests 
of their class. No sacrifice—involving tho loss of property or of life—would bo too 
great, and It will indued be a bad day for tlmir ooitntry if they hesitate to make any 
sacrifice. Unfortunately, there is a considerable amount of cun fusion of ideas ut present 
in onr politics ns I h ive explained earlier. Tin) cry of indopoudoiico is being sub¬ 
dued hy cries of class war. The atmosphere fins got to bo clarified and all the 
forces in favour of the freedom of tho country—whether inside the Congress or out¬ 
side it— bavo to be mobilised to fight shoulder to shoulder to gain the primary 
objective. 

Here, tho zemindars can play a leading part by collecting oil such forces and 
keeping Ilium together. Thorn arc hi many groups and parties in tho country which 
aro cither indifferent to the facts of tho situation or aro inactive, If (buy can all ha 
mobilised under the leadership of tried and veteran loudorK and stirred into activity 
to march Inwards oao single goal, then tiro politics of tho country will bo fur better 
than )t is at piesout, and a lot of onorgy aud time which ia being wastod over stirring 
up discordant Inter csls will all be do voted to tho development of tho country. Tho 
othor sphere whom they can be of uso to India arc tho political, executive,* police, 
military, naval and air services ol tho country, 

Tho mixl important duty which tho zamindars have got to perform and which has 
noon somewhat, though not altogether neglected, is towards tho tenantry. No sane 
person can say that the impoverished condition of tho Indian masses is due to the 
presence of any ono class in the country, much loss 'zamindurs’, If that were so 
rivers ol honay and milk would not have flowed when tho V.amimi.ns' wore far more’ 
Lwtshi’L at prosont. Who can deny that this country was more 

«.t ih„i, V . " a . I ?‘ 1 t ‘ a J , P- v bu,oro foreign exploitation mid modern roformors had 

to tho 18 *?' ? f V ia - II , is aB “* iom t,lot poverty in this country is due 

aV!jk,KSf- ■** 

via'da^D'ara 1 to n e° 08 ?*ry eT j ls ol , present day society and the sooner it 

y a.lB p.ace to something else tho better lor all of ms, Yat when every other party 
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is engaged in it and when these who are not employing this weapon aro losing 
ground, recourse most he had to it. But if the method of propaganda has pot to he 
adopted by the ‘zamindars’ it has pot to bo honest and dignified. There should bo 
no distortions, no abuses and no imputation of motives. These things vitiate the 
political atmosphere—like they aro doing in many cases duo to the unfortunate and 
undesirable methods of certain groups and individuals. Thoy must not be allowed 
to figure on tho programme of propaganda on behalf of the ‘zamiodars". The 
essentials of this movement are:— 

(11 A complete chain of central and local associations based on the widest 
franchise so that tho smallest of ‘zamiodars’ can be a member, provision being 
road« for the admission of non-zaraindars—including tenants—as honorary members. 

(2| An effective and a dipnified press with branches, at least in all the rn>{>ortant 
districts. This may be owned by the ‘zamiaiiars’ or subsidised by them. It would, 
io addition to carrying no propaganda for the political rights of the zamiedars, 
disseminate information on hotter farming and better living. 

(It) Trained and loyal workers both honorary and paid. Very good use 

can be made of village bards, pandat s purohits and priest* who daily come in 

contact with the masse* and receive periodical allowance from the , za(nindsrr*\ 
The various temple# and ‘Akhras’ whili have been established and arc continued 
mainly at the expense of the ‘zaroindar*' can render excellent help to the movement. 

(■1) Jjist but not least, there should be a liaison agency for co-ordinating tho 
activities of all other organization# which stand for lire ordered progress of the 
country with that of tho zsraindnrn. 

Whatever may bo the utility of th-se measure* the best result* can only 

be obtained by the proper treatment of tenant* and the rest of the rural 

population by the zamintlars. Unless their treatment is satisfactory no amount 
of propaganda and no network of organization* can make them popular among 

the ma»sea. Therefore, strict discipline will have to be maintained and any of 

their members tlymg to abuse his position as a ‘zamindar* will, in future, have 
to be taken to tank if success is to crown their efforts. 

There 1ms been so much irresponsible talk over the question of ownership 

from men who call themselves rviqioiiaibie leader* of public opinion; including 
ouo Minister, that the question ha* come to the forefront. 

There are three sets of facta which go to prove that neither any Government 
in this country—itnr any Minister for the matter of that—ia tho rightful 
owner of the soil. If there H any owner, after God Almighty, it is the zamjndar. 

Firstly, the historical facts go to prove tho view that zamindars or ‘Gram- 

pitis 1 have always existed in India. Neither were they abolished by the 
Muslim King* nor were they introduced by the ‘benign 1 British Government. 
Zumuidar* did exist before the British Government, during and before the 
Muslim rule and during and before every other rule. 

Secondly, there is evidence ol authorities like Baden-Powell to show that none 
else but the ‘zamiudars, are the owners of the soil. He traces the origin of the 
zamindars to tines classes of people, feudatory chiefs, revenue farmers and 
entrepreneurs who have invested money in land and ho has come to the conclusion 
that ‘iMnindat*' aru tho only owners of tho land and land revenue is only a fat 
and nothing else. 

Tlio third important set of facts which are in tho common knowledge of 
every one are : 

(a)" That that ‘zamindars* have full rights of alienation, transfer and gift subject 
to such reservations as aro Hid down in tho civil law. 

(hi Even the that* or the Government has to pay full value for the land to the 
zaroitufats if it wishes to acquire any portion of it, 

tc) A zarnin-Hr can make any use of his land and can prevent trespassers from 
entering upon it like owners of any other property and 

(J) Every law dealing with land has always recogaized them and does recognize 
them as completo owners of their lands. 

Jn tho face of theso facts, and more which are too numerous to be recounted here, 
no honest and intelligent person can say that tho zamindars aro anyiKing but tho 
complete and real masters of tho soil in tho provtneo and whenever they 
exist in lndi». 

Now i come to the question which has been agitating the minds both of Ihe 
present Government and the zamindars. 1 must say at the outset that I am not 
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vory much distorted by this or say other law which may aim at tlm reform of the 
present system of land administration which is admitted on all hands to bo defective. 

I am also confident that every ono present here desires that this system should 
be 60 chanced that, while giving all reasonable rights to iho tenants, It should aiso 
safeguard tho rights of the landlords, Evidence of swell a desire on the part of tlio 
’zamindars 1 is olear from the mere fact that no serious objection has been taken to 
tho most beneficial provision for tho tenant in the now Tenancy Biil which has been 
brought forward by Government. I mean tho provision relating to the grant of 
hereditary rights to the tenants. This in itself is proof positive that you ail 
desire that the tenantry of this province should bo happy, contented and pros¬ 
perous. On other questions, too, like the abolition of arrests of tenants for 
arrears of rents, the new provisions relating to tho realizations of dues other 
than rent and ‘Sayor’, the grant of receipts for payments, tho concession to 
plant fruit trees on holdings mid other minor concessions in favour of tenants 
there has been general agreement. Jf ( In return, tho ‘zamindars’ desire that their 
proprietory rights and rights in ‘Sir’ should bo safeguarded and provision 
should bo made for the prompt realization of rent, I do not think their 
attitude can bo called nt all unreasonable. 

The fact that the Bill was badly drafted has been admitted by tho Government 
also and we learn that a new draft is under preparation. 1 have already expressed 
my views on tho previous draft and cannot criticizo tho new ono unless it is 
published. I will therefore confino my present remarks to a few of tho important 
points which remain disputed and unsettled so far. 

Tho two chief ones are, the question of 'Sit 1 and tho provisions relating to eject¬ 
ment of tenants for arreas of rent. As regards Iho formor tho attitude of the Con¬ 
gress is utterly unreasonable and almost vii.iiiotlvo. Thoro Is no roason why tho 
urea of ‘Sir’ land should bo limited to any acreage wiion a tonnnt can acquire heredi¬ 
tary rights in auy area of a holding or honings. Next there Js no onrthly reason why 
a 'zamitidar' should not bo ablo to reclaim land for tbo purpose af his own cultivation 
after paying a reasouoblo amount of compensation to the tenant. Thirdly, thoro is 
no convincing reason why a ‘zumlmlur’ should not bo allowed to lot out land on rent 
for pur|MjRcs of factories or buildingH on permanent looses and have It vacated from 
tenants nftor duo compensation. Tho areas affected by these measures will only bo a 
fraction of tho entire cultivated area, T/ioso aro very modest aud just demands made 
on behalf of tho zatnindnrB and auy law which disregards them will bo based moro 
oa tho principle that ‘might is right 1 ’ and not on that of ‘right is might'. 

Tbo other important question relates to ejeelraunt. Tho previous provision which 
disallowed ejeetmoot for arrears of less than two years’ rent was bad onongii but the 
uow ono which is reported to result lu tho auction of tho holding is much svoreo. 

'This is a door encroachment on the proprietory right of tho ‘zaraitniar’ and 
tho most emphatic protest has got to bo lodged against it. If tho Govornmout aro 
not prepared to show any leniency in ths realization of land rovonuo and canal 
duos, why should default by tonnnts bo encouraged at tho exponso of Iho landlords ? 

Tho bust thing would have boon for the Government to accept tho principle 
of assessment on the actual realization of rent. Tho Government aud tho people 
would then have known what leniency tho zamindars vvoro capable of showing to 
tenants in tho co lies lion of rents, if tho Government expect a prompt and a 
fixed rato of payment of hind rovonuo they should also see that default on tho 
part of toimnts is not encouraged aud that tbo proprietary rights of tho landlord 
are not sacrificed on tho pretext of making provisions for tho regular payments of 
rents. If Iho Government want charity lot thorn begin It at homo. 

The other important provisions to which exception has boon taken by landlords 
aro tlioso relating to ’distraint’ ami tho ‘bask ol ront’, Tho sections raiaiing to 
them in tho existing draft of the Bill, in addition to being injurious to the 
‘zamindars aro likely to increase litigation and corruption, Thoro can, tiioroforo, bo 
no doubt that tho Tonancy Bill of JU08 as published needs to bo radically changed 
in order (hat it may bo called a just practical aud a wise measure. 

„ The proposals relating to Land Rovonuo and tho arrears of Ront older than 1.34-1 
bash (Siabt instalmont) have not emerged In the shape of bills and no detailed cri¬ 
ticism can be offered at present. All that need ho said today is that they appear 
to be tho outcomo of hasty and Ill-considered ideas, llioy will lead to a consider¬ 
able loss (o tho zamldars, and perhaps disappointment among tho tenantry. Tho 
proposals regarding tbo graduation aud lobules should bo carefully studied and 
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dismissed before they nro proceeded with. It the arrears, the collection of whieh 
lias been postponed, bo wiped out, tlio rovunuo collected ou them bo remitted to 
tho 'zamindars.' 

Reiolutiom—2nd. Day—Allahabad—11 lb, July 1938 

Tlio Conference camo !o a successful conclusion, late this evening, under the 
guidance of Cnpt. Rao Krishna Pal Singh, president. 

The main object of tlio conference was to consider tho impending tenancy legis¬ 
lation and while the conforonno recorded its complete sympathy with an offered 
co-operation in any proposal of the Government, which might lead to tho real pros¬ 
perity of the tenantry, it iookod with grave concern and apprehension npon measures, 
which tended to Imrm tlio zamindars, without ensuring welfare of the primary culti¬ 
vators of the soil. It passed numerous resolutions eithor oritiuiziug or suggesting 
amendments to tho various provisions of tho Tenancy Bill. 

Tho spociat feature of the conference, as emphasized by Rani Saktba of Shcrkot , 
at tlio close of lha session, was the appointment of two committees, a standing 
committee to organise tho zemindars ana to give effect to Hie resolutions, aod another 
committee to opou negotiations with tho parties concerned to secure a peaceful settle¬ 
ment, if possible, of the ngrarinn problems. 

The Raja of Tamkohi got n resolution passed, deprecating acts of violence and 
lawlessness, tneitod by people in the namo of Congress nnd in moving the resolution 
he asked why tho Tide Tenancy Amendment Bill was creating so much stir among 
and dissensions between zamindars and tenants, while such an atmosphere never pre¬ 
vailed oo the lost four occasions on tho amendment of the Tenancy Acts in the 
United Provinces. 

Among other resolutions, tlio conforonno also passed one, expressing the view that 
tho poverty of tho rural population coutd never he moved unless effective measures 
wero taken to tackle Its root causes. 

Pandit Rajnath Kunzru questioned the propriety of Ministers identifying them¬ 
selves with tlio peasants' conferences nnd delivering nnti-zamindar speeches and at 
tho same time assuming Use role of impartial judges to adjust equitably tho relations 
between the zamindars and tho tenants. Lfo also moved a resolution to this effect 
but ns some members did not wholly ftgroo with Mr. Kmizru's views and suggested 
that the languoge of tho resolution should be somewhat altered, Mr. Kuozru did not 
press if. 

Wliilo winding up tho proceedings of tho conference, Cape, Rao Krishna Pal Singh, 
the president, emphasized the need of tho zamindars organizing themselves for tho 
protection of thoir rights. 

The following are tho resolutions which related to tho proposed tonoacy legislation 
or other agrarian problems, nnd wore passed by tho conference :— 

This conference places on record its complete sympathy with and co-operation in . 
any pwpnsat of the Government which might lead to the read prosperity of the 
tenantry, but thoy ioofc with grave onneern and apprehension at measures which tend 
to harm tho zamindars without ensuring tlio welfare of primary cultivators of the soil, 

Resolved that ‘sir’ being tlio mainstay aod ohiof asset of zamindars, specially of 
tho small zamindars, and their families nnd dependants, any rights thereof including 
tho right of further accrual should not bo interfered with. 

Resolved that in tho opinion of this conference the right of tho zamindars to 
acquire land (a) for this cultivation, (b) for planting groves (c) for laying our 
gardens and <d) for building houses aud other objects should not bo curtailed 
and specific provisions in tho present Act should bo made ia the Bill to enable 
tho zamindars to do so. 

Resolved that oo relinquishment or abandonment, no right should vest in tho heirs 
or successors of the tenants to question it, and unless a fraud is established, all 
relinquishment and abandonment of the holdings should be doomed to bo final. In the 
opinion of this conference unless these provisions are deleted from the Bill, they are 
likely to lead to endless litigation between the tenants and tho zamindars. 

Resolved that this conference, while extendtug its fullest co-operation to the 
Government ia simplifying procedure of distraint aud making it less costly to tho 
tenants, fee! that the process of distraint is the only effective aud speedy ’method 
of creating the right mentality among tho tenants to pay thoir dues in time. The 
dilatory and cumbersome proceduro laid down in the bill readers the process of 
distraint not only ineffective but thoroughly worthless and should bo deleted. 
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Resolved Unit tho basis of calculation and rovision of routs is adequately provi¬ 
ded for in tho Agra Tenancy Act 1026 and sbouTd not bo intorferrd with. Tho 
provisions contained in tho present bill in that behalf will load to serious compli¬ 
cations and should bo deleted. 

Resolved (a) that ejectment for non-payment of rout should be made automatic 
on the expiry of tbo data fixed by law for tho purpose, which should not bo later 
than a year from tho data of tbo rent falling duo. 

(b) That clauses 18t, 185 and 186, wilt mako tho realization of rants almost im¬ 
possible and hit tho smaller zsrnindur specially very hard and ovon deprive him of 
his property and that tho arroara of reuts should be roalized in alt cases as soon as 
they fall due, 

(cl That tbo clnuso 181 proposed in tho now bill is most arbitrary, inequitable and 
unjust and must be delated and arroara bo realizable from tho defaulting tenant or 
his assets as hithertofore. 

(d| That tho zaraindors ought to be allowed tho samo period of grace for payment 
of rovenuo as may ba allowed to tenants for payment of rent. 

Resolved that this conference, while agreeing to the maintenance of the system 
of printed receipts and introduction of the motliod of payment of rents by money- 
orders or by deposit in courts, strongly urges fa) that no fee should bo charged 
either from the tenant or tho zamindar for depositing or withdrawing tho rent, (t.) 
that the provisions regarding tho lovying of a lino of Rs. 200 should bo deleted from 
the bill. 

Resolved that section 4 (3) imposos an unjust and unnecessary restriction on a 
valuable civil right of tho zamindars to grant a perpotua! leoso, and should be deleted. 

Resolved that the reported proposal that ojeatmeni of tenants may bo permitted for 
arrears of not more than one year and that also by the Bale nf tho whole or a portion 
of the holding, is highly unjust and detrimental to tho lawful interests of the 
zamindars, and constitutes an unwarranted and unjustified encroachment on their 
elementary right of property aud should not bo Incorporated in tlio Hill. 

Resolved that in conformity with the principle of soo, 145, tho zamindars should 
bo exempted from arrest and detention for default of rovenuo. 

Resolved that this conferonce protests strongly against the reported proposals for 
enhancing tho land rovunuu, which iaspito of the proposed bait of rebate will ad¬ 
versely affect flie zamiudars of nit grades alilto aud urges that they may not be 
acted upon. 


Resolved that this conference strongly urges upon tho Government not to grant 
any remission)! in the arrears of runt of fixed-rate tenants, nor should any right be 
given to them in applying for lint abatement of their rents, for tboy have been en¬ 
joying very low rato ol rents ami all rights of transfer. 

Resolved that this coufereneq utterly condemns the grossly unfair and untimely 
order of the Government regarding the stay of proceedings of arrears of root aud 
ejectment and it reiterates its bnliof that the Government s action iu _this matter, 
«vas unjust und inequitable In the zamindara. Tho oonforoiico further fools that if 
tho Government wants In give roliaf to tho tenants by wiping off all or any portion 
of tho arrears of rent, it should, at least, in common fairness, be prepared to com¬ 
pensate the zamindara to tho extent of that amount or remit the rovonua for the 
period mentioned abuvo in tho form of rebate in tho future laud rovenuo. 


Resolved that this conforonco strongly protests against tiro Government's proposal 
to levy agricultural income-tax in tho permanently settled districts. It feels that 
such a proposal, if accepted, would coufravonu tho unequivocal guarantee given by 
tlio (lovoroor-Ueneral in Council at tho timo of tho permanent settlement and would 
t.e repugnant to tlio spirit of tho various acts and regulations passed thereafter it 
forthur feuds that any additional burden on the zamindara of tho permanently settled 
districts in view of the very high percentage of land rovenuo paid by tho zamindars, 
would bo unjustified and uncalled for. 

ll,i3 c "' 1 . , " ru, “ Jn decidedly of opinion that tho poverty of tho 
nyVur 1,0 temovod unless tdfuctivo measures are takuu to tackle 

dev!dm m„ U nHi°i e on '■■'"d through a carefully planned scheme of industrial 

to or. 7 ,1 ill " r P U,Zmg an(1 v ‘ ]la h'« Industries on a wide scale in order 

* “‘bttooul source of income to the tenants : <ej increasing tho produce by 

agriculture ava!laM° Unl|<mS b6 / ,sr f , armiBg anti “airing tho requisites for improved 
agricuitore avadable more easily and cheaply (d) attacking rural indebtedness and 
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providing castor and cheaper credit; {•>) providing extensiva facilities for tiro bettor 
marketing of thn agricultural produce and (f) trying to improve the purchasing 
power and wealth of the poopio of the province. 

Resolved that the conforoneo is pmphotioally of opinion that immediate and 
efTuotivn stops should ho taken to mobillso and organize all forces in tho country 
which stand for ordered progress nmi due raainienanoa of rights of private property 
and that in view nf the absolute failure of tlio present Government to protect tho 
just and lawful rights of tho zemindars tho zamindars should edeciivoly organize 
tlieraselvns in order to protect thoir legitimate rights nod prevent irresponsible 
poisons from carrying on unfair and mischievous propaganda creating ill-feeling 
between thorn and tho tenants. 

Resolved that this conforoneo appoints a standing committee of all tho delegates 
and the members of (ho reception committee to take all noeossary steps for organiz¬ 
ing tho zammdara in tho districts and tahsils to start work immediately and to 
collect funds for tho purpose of four-annas per cent oa tho amount of rovonuo paid 
by every zatnindar with minimum membership too of annas four. 

Tho following resolutions to which great importance was being given was 
also passed :— 

Resolved that a committee consist ing of Rno Krishna Pal Singh, president of the 
zamindars’ conforoneo ; Mr. A. M. Khwajn, chairman of tho Reception Oimrailtou ; 
president of thn British India Association ; the Nawab of CMtalari and Nawab Sir 
Muhammad Yusuf with powers to coopt and tilt vacancies be appointed with a 
view to a peaceful settlement, if possible, of tho agrarian problem. Tho committee was 
sutlinrlsod to take all stops which they deemed necessary. 


The Unao Zamindars’ Conference 

While the Agra Zamindars left the door open for negotiations with the Congress 
High Command on thu tenancy questions, tho Oudh Taiuqdars banged it on tiro 
17th. October whan I he Unao tkmtoronco at Lucknow passod a resolution that tho 
zamindars worn not prepared to accept tlio arbitration of tho Congress High Command, 
requesting nil tlmso carrying on tho negotiations not to accept it. 

The Conforoneo expressed surprise at tho attitude! of tho parliamentary sith- 
comnoitlcn which instead nf trying to discuss tho principles underlying tho U. P. 
Tenancy Rill, considered it ndvisatdo to ask the zamindars to abjectly surrender 
to its own arbitration. 

The Conference urged tho Zamindars to prepare themselves forthwith for civil 
disobedience if occasion arises. 

With a view to help tho zamindars in times of nood and difficulty, tho Conforoneo 
decided to start a fund to which ouch z.iraindar should contributo one-fourth of his 
land revenue, 

Thn Conference was stronely opposed to tho provisions of the Tenancy Bill and 
asked tho Zamindars to take effective steps to win their tenants, 

U. P. Zamindars’ Conference 

A special conference nf the zamindars of tho United Provinces was he! f at 
Allahabad on tho I6th. October to consider the offer of tho Congress High command 
for arbitration, on tho subject of tho U. P. Tenancy legislation, made fnilowing tho 
meeting at Dothi of a deputation of tlio U. P, zamindars and the members of the 
Congress Parlimoutary Sub-committee, popularly known as Congress 'High Command.' 

Tho Conference decided to authorize tha negotiation sub-committee, which had 
been appointed at the July session of tho conference, to continue further negotiation 
and take ail steps to bring about a better understanding between the zamiud.trs and 
tlio Government and to agree, if it thought fit, to accept tho decision of tlio Congress 
Parliamentary Sub-committee on ail or any of the points. 

The Conference further resolved that the lion. Premier bo requested to postpone 
the consideration of tho Tenancy Bill pending negotiation for a settlement. 

The Punjab Zamindars’ Conference 

An important announcement that H. E. tbs Governor of the Punjab has given his 
assent to the Restitution of Mortgaged Lauds Bill and tho Registration of Money- 
52 
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tenders Bill was made by the hon. Sir SiA-n ndar Hyat Khan , Premier of the Punjab 
at the open session of Punjab Zemindars* Conference held at Lyallpur on the 4th. 
September 1838. 

The Premier also said that tho Governor had sent the third Agrarian Rdl,_ namely 
the Punjab Land Alienation Seoond Amendment Bill, which concerns hen ami trans¬ 
actions to 0. E. tho Governor-Gonoral for his assent 

Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan declared that ho and his Cabinet wonld at once resign 
if anybody placed hindrances to tho enactment of the Bills. Tho announcement was 
received by tho audience with acclamation. 

Sir Bikandor appealed to tho ramindars not to be restless. He assured them that 
ho was there to protect their rights. “If any one stands in tho way of these Agrarian 
Bills becoming law,” said the Premier, dooiaro before yon that T and my 
Government will resign and come out," Tho Premier asked the zamindars no to fear 
anyone oor he affected by any agitation. Continuing, ho said, “I may tell you, if any 
one breaks tho law in this Province, I will smash his head." 

Tho Punjab Government had asked tho Government of India to pass tho Anti- 
Recruitment Bill, declared Sir Sikaador Hyat Khan. Tho Premier said that tho 
Punjab Government oven offered to introduce tho Bill in tho Punjab Assembly, but 
wore informed that they were barrod from doing so on technical grounds, because 
tho matter related to a subject which was delusively ooufiaed to tho Fedora! List. 

Sir Sikandar asked what possible satisfaction oould thoy derive from Great Britain's 
difficulties if they (tho Indians) themselves were exposed to the danger of subjection 
by another foroign powor. But nppart from that vita! consideration, there were 
other important reasons why tho Punjab should look with suspicion and disfavour on 
the attempts to dissuade Puujubi young mon from joining tho army. 

Tho Premier stated at the outset that the Agrarian Bills, which lmd recently been 
passed by tho Punjab Assembly, wore no more than a first atop towards a revolution 
which their critics themselves until recently professed to be an Woo! worth achieving. 
Ho examined briefly tho criticisms levelled against tho Bills. Every ono of these 
measures was conceived and planned after careful consideration ana an exhaustive 
examination of all its different aspects and implicate ons, Had they been class mea¬ 
sures, meant to booofit the rum zamiodara and were they not beneficial to tho poor 
zamindars, bo should havo boon the lost person to countenance, much less sponsor, 
Buch measures. 

Referring to both tho supporters and tho detractors of the Agrarian Bills, Sir 
Sikandor said that to tho former his advice was that they should neither be dishear- 
tended nor provoked by tho vohomeoco or tho unreasonableness of tho agitation 
against lliosa measures. Tho manifestations wore not novel or peculiar to this Pro¬ 
vince. So long as the present agitation did not oxoood constitutional limits, the oritics 
were within their rights to voice their views and vootilato their feelings. If, unfor¬ 
tunately, theso limits woro exceeded, ono might bo Bure that the Governmont would 
know how to deal with the situation. Any roonaoe to the peace and tranquillity of 
the Province, from whatever quarter it emanated, tho Premier said, would bo dealt 
with promptly and effectively, Tho Premier odvisod those who opposed these mea¬ 
sures not to allow themsolvos to bo inlluonocd by petty, persona! or class 
considerations. 

Referring to the attitudo of tho Punjab Qingress to tho Agrarian Bills, tho 
Premier said that it was difficult to understand tho position of tho Congress except 
" n '" e hypothesis that there was s very thin lino—almost Invisible—which divided 
wi Congress from the Hindu Bahha in tho sphere of economic interests. 

When tlm Assembly session was over, lending members of the Punjab Provincial 
Congress Committee had iseuod conllictiog statements on tho attitude which should 
tm adopted by Congressmen. The decision arrived at on tho 12th August at a con¬ 
ference of Congress workers was Indicative of conflicting ioyaltios and a very eonfu- 
soa state of mind, Tho present body—tho All-India Congress—rightly professed keen 
y rnpathy, said tho Premier, for the masses, but its off-spring in tho Punjab only 
of tho c t0 | t * nci pl fM and programme on which tho- Election Manifesto 


Rmolutiom 

oxnrM«i^ n » f i e I e S c “ * hc “ Preceded to discuss resolutions. It adopted a resolution 
von.^JnlZ C ,[ ilnl ?. n . l !'“ l the Agrarian Bills locontiy passed by the Punjab Asscm- 
■ ’ B ? beneficial for zamiodara and in view of their acute distress, it was 
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necessary that they should bo enacted into law without delay. The resolution 
requested 11. E. the Governor to give bie assent to the Bills at his earliest 
eouveuieneo. 

Another resolution expressed foil confidence in the Punjab Ministry and congratu¬ 
lated it on having piloted the Agrarian Bills sncesifulty through the Assembly, 

Other resolutions were adopted, demanding a uniform taxation of tho agriculturist 
and the non-agriculturist papulation of the Province, a redaction of Lind revenue, 
ahiana, and other taxes with which the agriculturists were burdened and, in order to 
make good the loss, an increase in the taxes on the richer section of the popaiation, 
demanding that the hardy and martial classes of the Province should get dne facili¬ 
ties in the Indian Army, and expressing the strong disapproval of the tatnioJara 
of tho Punjab of the propaganda against recruitment to the Army. 

The Poona Landholder#’ Conference# 

Hectic activity on the part of landowners of tho Bombay Presidency to marshal 
their foxcos against the impending tenancy legislation was in evidence in Poona, since 
tho publication of the Bill early in August "68 and the commencement of the summer 
session of tho Bombay Legislative Assembly in Poona. 

The landowners of Poona District banded themselves together into an asso¬ 
ciation to “protect and dotend tho interests and rights of the landowners of Poona 
District", oi which Mr. Annaji Fandurang Kondc-Dcxhmukh of Khcd-Sbivapur, a 
promineot landowner of Poona District, was elected President. This Association had 
for its chid object, the combating of tho tenancy legislation. 

A conference of (he landowners in tho Presidency was held on tho 2i«t. Auguit 
at Gokhale Hat!, Poona. It was presided over by Mr. D. V. Belvi of Belgium and 
attended by MX) delegates from ail the districts in the Presidency. 

“The tenancy Bill is entirely ruvolntiooary and calculated to undermine the very 
foundations of Indian Soeioty, The Hi!) is erpropriatory in every way and as such, 
it should never bo introduced,” stated Mr, Belvi in the courso of bis presidential 
speech. Mr. Belvi added, “Private property is the reoognisei basis on which society 
has been based in India since time immemorial. In a larger part of tha Bombay 
Presidency, land has all along been treated as of private ownership," He recalled 
that when years ago in tho Bombay Legislature, an attempt was made to challenge 
the ownership of tho holders of the land, such patriots as the late Sir P. M. Mehta 
and Mr. G. K. Gokbalo had left the Council Hall as a protest against the principle. 

Referring to tho provisions io tho Bill, Mr. Belvi criticised tho principle of 
“economic rent” adumbrated in the Bill as an invasion of the landlords’ rights of 
ownership. He urged that in fairness to them, the Government should suspend con¬ 
sideration of tho moasuro for a period of six years, during which time absentee 
landlords should bo asked to mako np their minds either to cnltivate their lands 
on the terms stated in tho Bill or giro the concessions noted in the Bill to the actual 
tillers of She soil. 

The conference passed a series of resolutions, declaring the fresh draft Tenancy 
Bill published by the Government as wholly unacceptable to tho landowners because 
it is an expropriatory measure, it deprives them of their inherent rights of chosing 
tenants ana fixing rent, it confers on the tenants the hereditary right of the use, 
occupation and enjoyment of the lands without even adequate compensation to the 
landlords, it would lead to a serious depression in land value and create class-war 
and hatred and disturb tho existing cotdial relations between the landowners and tha 
tenants. 

The other Landholders’ Conference was held on 20th. Augutt under the presidentship 
of Sardar if. V. Kibe and under the auspices of the Bombay Presidency Landholders’ 
league. At this Conference, too, strong speeches were delivered, criticising tho Tenancy 
Bill and resolutions passed, characterising tha Bill as being against the terms of 
the Baiiads, grants and agreements legally entered into between the Government and 
several landholders and as being of an expropriatory nature. The Conference emphati¬ 
cally disapproved of the haste of the Government in bringing forth such an important 
piece of legislation without a thorough and satisfactory public enquiry. 
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The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference 


Welcome Addrcts 


The fortieth session of the Tamil Nad Provincial Conference opened on the 30th. 
December at the special pamlal tit Ktijispalarara in the presence of a large concourse 
<>( people. Welcoming the Piusidont and delegates to the Conference, Ur. /', S, 
Kumaraawumi Htija, M, l. a., Chairman, Recent ion Committee, dealt with the political 
situation iu the country uttd the programme of work in the future. 

Referring to the enlistment of tnembeis to the Congress, Mr. Raja deprecated the 
move to bring any and everyone within the Congress and enabling many thereby to 
work fur selfish midst of their own. The Congress constitution allowed people who 
were opposed to the Congress views to join freely and instances find not been want¬ 
ing where a spirit of self-snorilico had not been shown, Tho Congress had no place 
for those who had no spirit of self-sacrifice mid would nppieal to evoryouo to see (hat 
no dishonour was brought to Ihu gloat organisation. He hoped that the AU-India 
Congress Committro which would bo meeting at Tripura would cnfoico rigid rules 
regarding this mattur. 

When tho Congress Ministers worn iu oBicn, tho speaker eoatiiitiod, it was the 
duty of every Piimary Congress Sublm to establish mass contact iu villages. It was 
up to tho olltcc-bcarors to translate tho Congress ideals into action in viilogos and 
work for tho political awakening of tho mussas. Tho Primary Kahhas oould not only 
carry out this scheme successfully but also could come forward to help In tho eco¬ 
nomic reconstruction of the rurul population. Ho would dioroforo urgo upon them 
for the establishing of more Primary Sakha* iu taluks and follow tho load of tho 
Cosigrcss committees in tint Srivilliputtirr ‘1'uluk, 

Referring to the work uf the Congress Ministry in this provinon, tho speakor charac¬ 
terised the Prohibition Act, l)»ht Relief Act and tho Malabar Temple-Entry legislation 
as gieat bouus to tho poor. Ho was suru tiiut tho Estate Land Aot with tho recom¬ 
mendations of the Z imin Kmptiry Report would no doubt become a real beneficial 
measure. The (iovemment had lost poitiuii of its revenue on account of Prohibition 
and reraissinn of laud tax. Tho failure of tho monsoon this year would necessitate 
further remissions. Under these circumstances, llm people were bound to fool the 
heavy responsibilities and the limitations ef the Ministry. It would bo unwise to 
expect redress of all the grievances at into stroke and liu hoped the people would 
realise the situation and come furwurd to discharge tbuir duty. 


Croups of discontented people, Mr. Raja continued, wore saying that the enforce¬ 
ment of Prohibition nITcuicd the laliutirorH, the Debt Relief Act, the agriculturists 
from raising leans, amending the Estate Laud Act, the huicditury rights of the 
XamiudarH and the iatroduotinn of Hindustani, tho progress of Tamil, These cries 
were tho outcome ef jealousy and disappointment. Tho anti-Hindi agitators who 
wore calling thoinselves Haviours of Tamil wore indulging in abuse and misrepresenta- 
tiou. Who had tho right of deciding whether people wanted Hindi or not ? Was 
it not tho inherent right ef Hie public of this province V The public welcomed the 
introduction of compulsory Hindi and the strength of the Hist throe forms iu all the 
IdS schools in this province wlioro Hindi had boon introduced and considerably in- 
crcaseJ. All subjects in the high school course had been ordered to Iki taught only 
in lumil by the (invertsmeet and knowing fully all these safeguards, tho agitators 
were carrying on mischievous propaganda merely to undermine the work of the 
Congress Ministry. It remained for thy people iu tho country to silence them by 
paying no heed to tho agitation. 

There was the gnnoiu! faith among tiro public that everything would bo achieved 
because_ uni Congress Ministry was in efflou. It was no rloubt truu to seme extent 
t’ 1 without I Jin support of the public Hie Ministry aould not achieve much. Jf what 
iu Ministry had dnno was for the good ef the pcopli, the latter should held meetings 
ane explain to others who did not know the good things dene by tho Ministry and 
also point out deb-els if any, for, after all, (lie Ministers were their servants, 

., *“ cu'ctusion, Mr. Kijj exhorted every one to join tho Congress and carry out 
its constructive programme iu a sustained and enthusiastic mauner. 
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Prc«ldcnt'» Addrfif 

Ur, Ramastrami Rrddiar, a£tor having been duly installed President, delivered 
bis address. The address was in Tamil and listen*?! to with rapt attention. At the 
outset, the President dealt with the economic situitioo of the Province and said 
that she wealth of the country depended on its agriculture, industries, commerce 
and tr&Ju and freedom was necessary to develop these on all sides. Of 
course co-operation was necessary, but this could bo attained only if all the 

people were united in tiro common object of bringing Ihcir country forward. So 
King as people had no craving to attain Swaraj, the country could never advance 
towards its goal. Ever > one should realise that it was his duty to do his bit to 
secure freedom. In ancient days the condition of village life was one of peace 
aod contentment. After the advent of the British Government, the Maoibham 
lands held in common were transferred as pattn lands which empowered tbo 
patiadar to sell away his land. This practice soon removed all the village 

artisans and tho villagers had to loot for outside help. 

The present plight of tbo villages was deplorable. The Congress under tho 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi roused tho national consciousness of the masses 
in the country to the situation and iufjNd in them tho Bpririt to work lor their 
own betterment ia Bpito of adverse political conditions. Tits spirit of Ahimsa 
preached by tho Mahatma was imbibed and after tho Satyagraha campaigns 

gained a status, thanks to the groat oational organisation, the Congress, 

The people had begun to realise that freedom was essential and the sacrifices 

of leaders haif aroused them still more to take their place in the struggle and 
contribute their share. The achievements of the Congress had been striking 
and did not need mention at this stage But much remained to be done. The 

villages had net yet become economically independent, khadi must spread to every 
house aod every rural industry required to bo rehabilitated. The dumping of 
foreign goods had ruined India’s cottage industries and unless India had lha 

power in her to put a stop to foreiga imports and establish good markets with 

railway, shipping, exchange ratio, banking and insurance facilities and powers to 
control all affairs she had uo certain future in liar trade and commerce. 

The Federation that was envisaged iu tho Government of ludia Act did not 
give such power to Indians, In spito of the great agitation its the entire 
country and in tho absence of responsible government in tho Indian States, if 
Federation was to bo thrust on the country willy-nilly, the Congress had a 
great task to sea that such mockory did not become a reality. But for this 
task all the forces in (lie country should bo regimented on the side of the Congress. 
Th»jr must all realise that iu this great and common tax, there was no room lor 
division or dimensions. Then would be tho time when the Congress would gather 
all its strength and command all the Congress Provincial Governments as well as the 
public to oppose Fud elation successfully and there was no doubt the Congress was 
going to succeed. 

Proceeding, ,1/r. Reiiiar reviewed the work of the Congress Ministry, under the 
leadership of the Premier, the hoa. Mr. Kajigopalachiriar, and referred to the Debt 
Relief Act and oilier measures to ameliorate the conditions of the masses. In this 
conn* , ction, the speaker also referred to the present plight of agriculturists duo to 
the failure of the monsoon and suggested that though the Government allowed 
remissions the Government slioutd not levy taxes on un-economic holdings but to 
classify tho land according to local conditions of irrigational facilities and adopt 
necessary legislation ( 0 allow remission whenevor and wherever 'shavi' occurred both 
in the ‘ayyaa’ aod Zarain areas. He also held that the Government should adopt the 
Prakasam Committee recommendations and come to the help of tbo ryots in no 
uncertain manner. The Government should also make adequate facilities for long 
term loans to rvots ou low interest and afford other protection to ryots. Tba 
Government should also enact a Rural Insolvency Act and a Money Lender's Bill 
for tho benefit of the ryots ia the rural areas. 

Referring to the place of local bodies in promoting Self-Government. Mr, Reddiar 
raid that the Congress had captured 3U out of 40 municipalities and 9 out of 11 
District Boards, with the Erst tangible result in the reduction of the evil of 
corruption. Tho District Boards were at present in a disadvantageous position so far 
as elementary education was concerned, oven though the Provincial Government was 
spending over two erores on this item. He hoped that necessary arrangements would 
be made, making primary education compulsory in schools, stopping the practice of 
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constant transfer of teachers from one pises to another and providing effective 
supervision, with every teacher in sohnol campotont to train pupils on the Wardha 
lines. Tho President noxt refeircd to tho famine conditions in Tamilnad, except Tanjere 
and a portion of Trichioopoiy and a portion of Madura district io the Pcri.var project 
and appealed to tho Qovernnieiit to make full remissions nnd commence immediate 
famine relief works. Collections of arrears of taxes from ryots should be stopped till 
the period of remission and depots for tho distribution of fodder to cattle and loans 
to ryots should bo the next urgent stop. Tho Government should also start Khaddar 
producing cootros in those aflhuted areas and provide a living wage to the people. He 
also suggested a graded out on salarios of Government servants. 

In conclusion the President observed that they should not do|>end open the 
Government for everything white they remained without doing their duty. A great 
deal remained to be done nod to carry out a roal and eomprohensivo programme 
of uplift, everyono should strengthen tho Congress nnd work out its constructive 
programmo with the determination to achiove the economic independence of tho 
country as far as possible. He would appeal to them all to arise, awake aud work till 
they achieved their goal. 

s 

Resolution!—2nd. Day—Rojapalayam—31st. December 1033 

Federation Opposed 

The Conference wholeheartedly aooopted tho resolution of tho Haiipura Confer¬ 
ence relating to Federation and declared its readiness to implement all measures that 
might be decided upon to provoaf tho imposition of tho unwanted Federation as also 
the prolongation of the present irresponsibly Government at tho centre. 

REsrorrmnLE Govehxment is States 

The Conference congratulated 8ardar Vuilabhbhai Patel and the Tiiokur Sahib of 
Itajkot on tho agreement arrived at regarding tho establishment of responsible Gov¬ 
ernment in the State of Rajkot and earnestly advised tho members of the South 
Indian States to fallow the oxumplo and avoid unnecessary contlict as, in any ease, 
tho demand for Responsible Government would have to ho satisfied in a short time. 

Famine Relief and Remission 

Tho Conference noted with grief tho failure of ImrvoBt and tho prevalence of 
famine conditions in most districts of Tamil Nnd and called upon the Madras Government 
to help tho agriculturists by generous and other positive measures of assistance and 
appealed to tho Congress organisations and tho workers in tho affected areas to 
organise non-official assistance as much as possible, by gonorous runsiusioQ of land 
avenue in such portions of tiiu districts, which were sulTering from acute famine, 
including dry ianilH and postponement of collodion ot tnccuvi loans, by starting famine 
rchof works in suoh aroa where it was urgently necessary ; by throwing open gru/.ing 
areas in Reserve forests for Bocommodaiing tin) oattlo in famine areas ; by making 
arrangements for advancement of louns to needy agriculturists for beginning agricul¬ 
tural operations after tho drought was ovor ; and by establishing depots for seeds 
grains and fodder. ’ 

New Souaoes or Ruvesuk 

The Conference also expressed tho opinion that if tho Madras Government was to 
enforce its po ieios of Prohibition nnd relief to agriculturists successfully, St should 
adopt energetic measures of economy and seek alternative sources of revenue. It 
suggested an immediato and graded out io tho salaries of all officers who were draw¬ 
ing salaries and allowances on tho old scale, including All-India officers under the 
siuicisl protection of tho Secretary of Stato; taxes on entertainments, electricity, 
tobacco petrol, and other articles, which were either not necessary for the health 
and well-boing of tho mosses or wore Injuries of the wealthier classes ; and urgent 
and strong representations to tho Central Government to increase tho rates o( in- 
como-tax to a level which would enable tho distribution to tbo Provinces of tho 
statutory half even from tbo next your. 


Tasiii, as Medium or Instruction 

. 9° n(< i rc,aco congratulated the Madras Government on its order making the 
local Indian language the medium of instruotion up to tho B. 8. L. 0. and recom- 
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mended th.it in order So enforce this policy effectively the preparation of proper test- 
books in easy and modern stylo in tho various languages of the province should bo 
taken up by omment men at once. It farther requested all teachers and Headmasters 
of educational institutions in Tamil Nad to adopt os far bb possible all the Tamil 
words compiled and msued by the Tamil Sangbam, TinnovoUy. 

Artn-H is'dobtani Agitation 

“This Conference condemns the anti-Hindi agitation as a more political stunt and 
is of opinion that direct action in a matter of publio policy acoepted by a popular 
legislature should not be tolerated and supports the Government in all its measures in 
regard to the violent and illegal activities of the agitators." 

Temple-entry 

“This Conference welcomes tho Malabar Temple-Entry BUI and appealed' to all 
temple trustees and managements in Tamil Nad not to wait for similar legislation to be 
extendod to their places but to open voluntarily, generously and gracefully all temples 
to tho Hanjaos and thus finally liquidate untoucliability in Tamil Nad, thereby saving 
Hinduism from doing incalculable injury to itself, and tha Conference is of opinion 
that similar legislation for extending it to the rest of the province should be under¬ 
taken ns soon as possible." 

“Tho Conference expressed the view that tho Religious Endowment Board Act 
should be amended so that the present costly and complicated control may be replaced 
by a more economical, simple and efficient control and supervision of Hindu religious 
institutions. 

“Tho Uonferenoo appoated to the people of Tamil Nad not to encourage uncertified 
Khadi dealers and to buy their Kbadi only from certified Kbadi depots, in order that 
the efforts of the Ati-lndia Spinners' Association might not be frustrated." 

School For Volunteers 

Tho Conference suggested that the Tamil Nad Provincial Congress Committee 
should mako arrangements for tho training of a permanent band of volunteers in 
Tamil Nad and for that purpose should take stops to establish a training school for 
volunteers with a properly formed syllabus." 

Madrasees ano the Army 

While condemning the policy of the Central Government in excludicg Madrasees 
from being enlisted in the Army, the Conference requested the Madras Government to 
take necessary stops to lift the ban so that people in this province could freely be 
recruited to the Army, 

The Conference recommended to the Madras Government to patronise the Ayurvedic, 
Stddha and Unaui systems of medical treatment and thereby give a fillip to the 
advancement 6uhemo of the Madras L>. I. M. College. 

The Conference requested the Government to take steps to manufacture sciemiGo 
manure ou a nationwide scale for distribution to agricultural ryots iu the province at 
very cheap rates. 

Tho Conference also noted with grave concern the growing deterioration of the 
conditions of the Indians living in foreign countries, including neighbouring countries, 
like Burimh, Ceylon etc., and was of opinion that tbe weakness and the negligence of 
the Government ot India was the cause of this deterioration. The Conference appealed 
to tho Madras Government to keep close watch over the difficulties in countries where 
the people of this province wore settled in large numbers and take all steps in their 
power to help them. 


The U. P. Political Conference 

There was a gathering of about one lakh people, it was estimated, at tho 31st 
session of the U, P. Political Conference which opened at Ajodhya on the 30th. 
December 1938. Today’s sitting of the conference looked like a session of Kisan 
contercnoe, as the gathering consisted mainly of Kisans. 

In his speech, Acharya Narendradco, ns chairman of the reception committee 
referred mainly to Kisans, Air, Jawaharlal Nehru’s presidential speech was also devoted 
mainly to Kisans' interests. The Rovenuo Minister of D. P. was also called upon to 
explain tbe boons for the Kisans contained in tbe Tenancy Bill, and tbe only 
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resolution taken to-day related to the tenants* demands, Among those present at the 
eon f« reueo worn all tint raombors o( the U. P, Cab mot; parliameataiy secretaries ; and 
other provincial Congress loaders, 

Preiidenlial Addrer* 

Tito following is tho fuller version nf (ho presidential address doiivorod extempore 
in Hindustani by Mr, J vw.ihnrlal Nehru : — 

Mr. Nehru at (he outset made an apology for making a departure from the 
convention of tho presidential addresses boing written beforehand. Ho said that 
he oottld not write his address firat because ho did not got time and secondly 
because on that occasion ho could not think what ho should write about. Ho 
used to fool daily that ho should sit to write if t'tmo permitted if anything carats 
to his mind. That did not mean that ho had noseless in his mind. Hut ho felt 
that if lie said about his recent visit to Europe, tho JvisaiiH might bo confused for they 
might say that they had como to the conference to hear things connected with their 
needs ami therefore they might ho upset if international politics were discussed or 
they might not understand thorn. Ifisans' problems wore mnro important than tho 
question of tho country’s Swaraj for if feismis worn not organized thoy would continue 
to be suppressed or oppressed, lint if they took into considoialion tho country's 
other major problems, Swaraj and international matters, those problems would be 
found to bo inter-connected, for if thorn was a fire or epidemic at a place, neighbours 
wero nlso likely to ho nITectod. Therefore kisaus who had assembled at the confer¬ 
ence and who were Anxious about thoir own matters should try to understand 
international matters also bpcmiso foreign politics and Indian affairs wore inter¬ 
connected. They should not therefore feci that their lenders should not touch 
international politics. Their anxiety was to wake the country such us every kiaan 
shoo Id bo able to understand everything and bn fit to bear tho burden of the 
administration. Thev did not want that only a few leaders should understand every¬ 
thing while kisans should follow them blindly. Tho kisaus took part in voting at tho 
elections and they should bo tit enough to understand for whom they should Vote. 

Mr. Nehru next referred to his visit to Europe. Tho first country Ini visited was 
Spain where efforts were being made by snmo foreigners to suppress the .Spanish 
people. Ho referred to China and Japan also and remniked that in the world 
forces worn at work to suppress subjects. One groat roaneo for such conditions, he 
said, was the policy of Britain to suppress democratic forces, Britain recently received 
a great shock. It was, lie. felt, milling its own root. Its prestige was completely gone. 
That did no! mean that olltct countries in tho world had freedom. Thoro tvero imperi¬ 
alist forces clsewlmro rise. 

Mr. Nehru cut short his statement in international affairs following an interruption 
caused by cries fiom a distant corner that they could not hear him. On tho 
interruption ceasing, Mr. Nehru said that limy should try to understand those things 
so tint they might be prepared bcfoiohand to face tho situation In tho even! of a 
world war. He further illustrated how India was connected with foreign mattors. 
Commercial questions in foreign countries affected India also. In regard to kisaes 
also they had to look to tlm history of thn condition of tho kisaus in ofhor countries 
ns well. Tho kisans in other countries wero far bettor than many Indian xumindars. 
fn America many khans owned motor cars, Tho canoe of tho poverty of the kisaus 
of India and tho country in general was llio imperialist power, 

Mr, tirhru referred to tho onsv Oovornramit of India Aot. It was. ho said, a 
deception for it did not give them freedom. Tho Congress at first hesitated to accept 
offices under that constitution for fear that they might forgot their main work for 
Bwaraj. After further consideration they accepted offices and the Congressmen 
wore tho cabinet. What the Congress cabinet hnd dona was before thorn. 
An estimate of good or harm would be a long story. But tho acceptance 
hi office had done sufficient good. That would load to tho improvement of 
llio condition of the kisans ; but tho real advantage was that their power and 
msngaiiinn for tho work for swaraj had on ha need. The kisan’s hearts had risen and 
oppression on them had lessoned. Enough oppression of tho kisans was still going oa, 
yet during tho last I half years thoro had been a much difference in the extent of the 
oppression, oil her at tho hands of the police, or zemindars or karindos, or anybody 
else, it was gradually lessening. Ho know that tho kisans wanted that whatever was 
to oe uodo lor them should be done soon and, Mr, Nehru assarted, he himself some- 
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times foil upset on seeing Hint the work wag not being done quickly—snch was the 
Government machinery. The kisans were over-burdened with acute poverty 
and it was necessary (or the cabinet to ‘ran fast*, even at a speed which might 
make them breathe bard, (in the work which would bring relief to the kisans}. 
Therefore he was often upset at tho slow progress. But there were mauy difficulties. 
The first difficulty was that adder tho constitution under which the Congress 
Cabinet was formed their hands and foot were tied. They could run fast if they 
had Swaraj'. Tho second difficulty was their own weakness. They involved them¬ 
selves in petty matters and forgot major problems. 

For instanco, they raised communal quesisons. The commdDal quarrels 
happened and weakened tho nation but they shoold remember that in other 
b>g countries, where dispntrs occurred, the whole country did not involve itself 
in them, Th® work of sworsj was not for any community; it was for the 
entire country. Yet some of their astiay people always kept a communal outlook, 
and it was very painful to find that some of thotr prominent countrymen, 
among Hindus and UuRlims, did things which instead of uniting people caused 
dissensions among them. There wore some bodies which had undertaken the 
task of only bad a am trig the Congress. If they read papers, Mr. Nehru said, they 
would notice that they in tho Congress did not, as far as possible, even make any 
criticism against them. What they had Indicated was that whatever wag said against 
the Congress was wrong. Mr. Nehru assorted that he had no hesitation in decla¬ 
ring there that the allegations made against the Congress were not only wrong but 
ridiculous uud mean. Ho felt ashamed when any educated Indian was a party to 
snch irresponsible methods. By such methods they not ooly harmed the country but 
their own community. The door of the Congress, he said, was open to everybody ; it 
was shut only against those who did not want freedom for the country. There were 
some communal institutions of only Muslims, or Hindus or Sikhs and everybody had 
a right to strengthen his community. The Congress did not opposo the existence 
of the Muslim League or of lha Hindu Mahasabha. But generally members of 
those institutions only talked against Congress and not of national problems, although 
they professed the creed of independence. They abused tho Congress but he would 
auk them to realize that tho person abusing only harmed himself and not tho person 
abused. Many baseless things were said against tho Cotigress Cabinet but tho 
Cabinet dealt wilh tho matter leniently. Yet a cry was raised that under lha 
Congress Government, the Muslims were being crushed. They requested Muslims to 
tell them how Muslims were crushed; tho Muslim League, be understood, also 
appointed a committee. The instances of Muslims beiog crushed whiob were pointed 
out were such as the Hando Mstrain song, the tri-colour flag. The flag colours 
were selected after deep deliberation, Tho tri-colour flag was of the whole country 
but if they examined if from a communal aspect, it had also the green colour, which 
was considered to be of the Muslims. Therefore if anybody complained against tbe 
flag be would call it a dishonest complaint. There might be separate flags of commu¬ 
nities but they could have no place in the national work. Mr. Nehru regretted 
that elderly persons who had takeu part iu tho national work and for whom they 
had a respect, talked like astray people and thereby caused a shock to the national 
work and created mutual dissensions. The Congress however wonld remain firm to 
its policy and could not be moved by false allegations, and one policy of the Con¬ 
gress would be that it would uot involve itseif in communal matters. Tho door of 
tbe Congress was open to ali ; Congress was prepared to consider the difficulties of 
all and it would be a mistake to expect that it should give up its old principles on 
which it had been working for the country. One of its fundamental principles was 
also I lie protection of the minorities, lie hoped that they would not Involve them¬ 
selves in petty matter but push on their national work. 

Mr. Nehru remarked that as AcLurya Narendra Deo bad pointed out they 
had reaohod the door of the Freedom and if anybody put obstacles in 
the way of their further progress, he should feel ashamed of such a conduct. 
Continuing Mr. Nehru pleaded for public support to the Congress Cabinet If the 
Cabinet was found doing anything wrong they should point out where it was wrong. 
The Congress Cabinet and they were all soldiers of tite same regiment. 

I hoy should also not do anything which would weaken tho Congress sxnghatban, 
and here Mr. Nehru dopreeaied efforts to from Kisan iiabbas as organizations rival to 
Congress. There was no harm to form such organizations to strengthen the Kisans 
but if they were intended to weaken tbe Congress that would be a wrong move, 

53 
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Ha felt that some Kisau associations wore formed to weaken tho Congress, That 
was not proper. 

The Congress was fighting for Swaraj, That was its primary object. But along 
with that was also tho problem of tho removal of tho poverty and in his view both 
tbo questions were luter-oonneetod for poverty could bo removed only when 
they had reigns of tho government in their hands—when they had tho Panchayati 
Raj. Everybody should combine in tho realization of these objects. He often saw 
rod flap among tho Kisaas. Tho rod flag was an old flag of Mazdoors and in some 
countries also of Kisaos. Ho had no opposition to It but at that moment it was 
a great mistake to tako rad flag in villages, Tho kisses would get confused by 
several flags. They had been used to the tti-co!our flag, which had become symbol 
of their struggle for Swaraj, of Sangathan and of tho Kisan’s strength, for behind 
that flag there was a great power. Therefore if they took anothor Slug among the 
Kisans that would weaken the tri-oolonr flag. They should keep the trt-eolour flag 
Sa every homo and he hoped that no efforts would ho made to CRrry tho red flag 
among the Kisans. fie had eerlalnlv a respect for ttio red flag but under tho 
present conditions they had to attain Swaraj undor tho tri-colour flag and tho whole 
nation should oomo under it to advance tbo country's cause. 


Mr, Nehru next drew altontion of tho assembly to recent happenings in soma 
Indian States, which, ho said, had raised high hopes. Tho Congress wanted the Indian 
States also to join in tho struggle for freedom, and he noticed with great pleasure an 
awakening In tho Indian Stntos, Ho referred to tho agitation of the people of Rajkot 
and said that recently tho Raja hod agreed to givo tho people Swaraj, n Panchayati 
Raj. Tho British Diwan was opposed to tho people's demands but ha had also to 
anbmit before the Sangathan of the subjects. Rajkot was a small siato but tho 
triumph of Its subjects would bo an example to other states. Some other states had 
also acceptod tho prinalplo of Panchayatt Raj. In their own province they had two 
states, Tehri {Garhwnl) and Benares and ho had hoard that tho Benares state hod 
also announced that thoir Government would bo on tho principle of Panchayatt Raj. 
That was really half work for they wanted stioh achievements in big states tike 
Hyderabad ana Kashmir also. Tho question of the Indian states was a complicated 
one. He hoped that tho Indian statoR would also cooperate in tho struggle for Swaraj 
and thereby accelerate tho pnoo towards freedom. 

Continuing Mr. Nehru referred to the Tenancy legislation which was before the 
Assembly. One thing which pained him wan that one and a half years had elapsed 
hat the Congress Cablnot had not boon able to make that legislation. When tho 
Congress Cabinet was formed they passed sorao orders such as thoso staying proceed¬ 
ings against kisans, which gave tho Kisans some relief but it was painful to find that 
no legislation giving them substantial relief could bo mode although 1 half years hail 
elapsed since tbo CoogrosR Cabinet came in offloo. Tim zemindars had threatened 
satpgraha—it was good thing for zemindars also to learn at last satyngraha. But. Mr, 
Nabru Hajd, they were not opposed to zemindars or taluqdars. The question was not 
of causing harm to any body but it was of giving relief to tho poor tenants, of rais¬ 
ing thoso who were fallen. There was no question of enmity with aoyhody but their 
country could not make an advance until Kihubb’ condition Improved, lie lioped that 
the Congress Cabinet would soon take steps to ptovido substantial relief to tho 
tenants. The legislation which was before the Asso|pbly contained many good things. 
The qoestion was to enforce it os early ns possible. That should ho first ami other 
law* could come later. Among other problems was one of indebtedness aad he wanted 
that the provincial Government should soon enact a law which would lessen tha 
Ktsans burden of Indebtedness, He wanted tho Kisans to consider also the question 
of farming on tho cooperation prinoipre for If 50 or 00 Kisans combined to work 
together and distribute the produce among themselves thoy would bo bettor off than 
If each worked separately on small plots of lands. 

_ Mr. Nehru said that when the Tenancy Bill was passed by tbo Assembly—and it 
P 8 * 8 ™ 83 *bo pong r ess party was in majority—it would go to the Council. 
ri Vrl 001 'V T?* n ? t selected by the Kisans but by tho Znmindurs or the capitalists. 
i j f , not J!* 0 f" 0 Bill and might cause obstacles—he hoped obstacles would not 
nf si.agitato Kisans—and if thora were obstacles it should be the 
„l,Li ® Ik * r if*5 'J 10 ^isami to show that they could not tolerate such 
obstacles as they had already waited long 

League dmkLlTjf^ hunger fltrili,,a or 88 ^agraha by students etc. Tho Muslim 
League declared that when time came they would offer eatyagraha against the Coa- 
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gress. He remarked that the League abused Congress and at the same time thought 
of imitating its methods. Mr. Nebrn continuing sa'd that be thought that they had 
perhaps the greatest saogatltas of tbo Congress in the United Provinces. They bad 
male about lb lakhs memborB, They noticed some disputes on the occasion of 
elections but ho said that tho Congress work in the province was improving. They 
were learning to control it and their work would improve as their power increased. 

Concluding Mr. Nebrn exhorted the people to cod their mutual disputes and 
strengthen efforts for the uplift of the masses, the country and the Swaraj and to 
celebrate the 'Independence Day’ on Jan. 26 with great enthusiasm. 

Resolutions—Agrarian Problem 

The following is tho text of tho resolution on the agrarian problem which waa 
moved to-day and was passed on the next day :— 

“In the opinion of the conference, in U. P. the system of land settlement should 
be such that the iimiDdari system should be ended, as it is harmful both to the 
zaminJars and the tenants. Bat under the present conditions this conference wel* 
citn-s the Tenancy Bill proposed by the provincial Government and hopes that it 
would become law soon. The bill would remove many difficulties of the tenants; 
but the following points are particularly emphasised. As regards rent there should 
bo at least a remis'-ion of Rs. eight ororos and it should be allowed within six months 
of the passing of legislation. The arrears of rent, payment for which has been stayed, 
should bo remitted altogether unconditionally. The system of ejectment for arrears 
should be abolished, and instead as ranch of the defaulting tenants' land should be 
auctioned as necessary. The present system of attachment should be abolished. 
Ejectments made sinco 1344 faili should be cancelled and occupancy rights should 
be declared for the tenants in possession in respect of the lauds which have been 
entered as unattested to rent. To improve the condition of the Kisans, besides the 
bill under consideration, legislation is also necessary for farming on the principle 
of co-ojjeration, for leaving the land for pasleurs and giving facilities in respect of 
parti and ai-acii lands reducing Kisans' burden of indebtedness and providing for loans 
to reduce rato of iotorest. AVays and means should bo adopted for marketing on 
good price tbo Kisans’ produce and arrangements should be made in villages for 
other avocations for Kisaus, Tho conference wants to tell the Eisans that the Con¬ 
gress Government is engaged in removing their miseries, but tho great causa of 
their miseries is tho fact that the Congress Government had not the power to 
do tilings which would completely remove their miseries. Snob power in onr coun¬ 
try would bo obtained only on the attainment of Swaraj. Therefore it is necessary 
that we should all unite to make the Congress aan^athors bo effective and power I al 
as could bring thorn Swaraj at the earliest. 

Reaolutioni—2nd. Day —Ayodbya—31st. December 193S 

Fedebstios Opposed 

TIib Conference met in the noon to-day under the presidency of Mr. Jawah&rlal 
Nehru, The most important resolution adopted related to Federation which ran thus:— 
“in view of the situation in fudia and the rapid development in the world 
sllua'too tho time has come for the full application of the principle of self-determi- 
paiion of India to that the people of India might establish an independent 
democratic state by means of a constituent assembly. Not only the inherent right 
aul dignity of tho people of India demand full freedom but aUo economic and other 
problems cannot tind a solution nor can India keep pace with the modern progress 
uuless tho people have full opportunities of self-dovelopmont and growth which 
independence alone can give. Provincial autonomy too is restricted and limited for 
effective progress and such goal as could by obtained from it is being rapidly 
exhausted. The proposed Federation has been condemned by the Congress as a 
reactionary scheme which binds India to Imperialism. It has been made clear that 
any attempt to impose it must and will bo resisted. In view of this widespread 
opposition the proposed Federation must be treated as still-born and the Government 
of India Act must be ended in order to give place to a constitution of free India 
made by the people themselves. 

“independent democratic India will face a eolation of her great problems rapidly 
and effectively and will line herself with the progress of the world and thQS aid the 
cause of democracy and freedom.” 
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Ministry CoNanATUTALEn 

Another resolution congratulated tho Congross Ministry of this province for 
improving the administration and making it progressive and frit that owing to 
oumorous limitations and restriction on it the pace of progress has been impeded 
and vital changes delayed. It opines that in particular tho financial arrangements 
resulting in largo central expenditure and heavy salaries should bo changed and tho 
service should bo made to conform to tho responsible system of govern moat and 
the ideals of tho Congress, 

British Fonwos Toucv 

“This oonforenco reoords its entire disapproval of tho British foreign policy, cul¬ 
minating in tho Munich Past and tho Angto-ltnlino agreement. This policy has been 
ooo of deliberate betrayal of democracy, repented broach of pledges and co-operation with 
govornroonts which are avowod and irreconcilable enemies of demoninoy and freedom, 
As a result of this policy, tbo world is being reduced to a state of international 
anarchy whore brutal violence triumphs and nourishes unchecked and decides tho 
fato of nations and, iu tho name of peaeo stupendous ptopanitions ate being made 
for tbo most terrible of wars. International morality has sunk so low that in Central 
Europe tho Nazi Government haa sought to crush all people of tho Jewish race by 
methods of organised terrorism, tho Jtipaueso invading armies in China have 
ravaged that Sand and committed atrooitics and inhumanities on a vast scale, the 
British Government has established a reign of terror in Palestine and in Spain tbeio 
has been ceaseless bombing from the air of groat cities and oivilian populations. 

“This coaferoDco is opposed to Imperialism and fascism alike and is convinced that 
world peace and progress require tho ending of both of theno. The conference 
is of opinion that in viow of woild developments and the trend of British 
foreign polioy towards fascism, it is urgently necessary that India should dissociate 
herself completsly from British policy and control and direct her own foreign 
policy as an independent natiou thereby keeping aloof from imperialism and fascism 
and pursuing her path of peaoo aad freedom.” 

War Danoer 


In view of tho continuing danger of an imperialist war this oonforenco reiterates 
tho Congress policy of non-participation and mutes that the people of India cannot 
permit their resources to bo exploited for imperialist purposes, any attempt to 
impose a decision on thorn by outsidu authority will bo resisted and tho right of 
the Indian poepto to take all such vital decisions themselves must bo established. 
Tho oonferoooo condemns tho anti-rooruiting legislation passed by tho Central Govern¬ 
ment as an attempt to prevent forcibly tho txuroiso of tho right of tbo Indian 
people to tako snob stops as they consider necessary to avoid participation in a war 
which tboy do not approve. 

la viow of the fact that the world situation is rapidly duterlorating largely due to 
the polioy of the British Government, and nuw orison have to bo faced continually, 
the confureueo calls upon tho Congress organisation, Uio provincial Government and 
the peopie of tho provioce to keep vigilant and prepared to meet any situation that 
might arise." 

China 

“This conference soads its greetings to the poaplo of China end its deepest 
sympathy in thoir trials and privations in the struggle for freedom against a ruth¬ 
less and inhuman imperialism. It congratulates them on their heroic resistance and 
is convmood of their ovoritua) triumph. 

“Tho conference welcomes the despatch of a Congress Medical Mission to China 
on bohaif of tho Indian people and trusts that this mission will continue to receive 
full Bnancial support so that it may carry on its work of succour effectively and bo a 
worthy symbol of Indian solidarity with China." 


Spain 

This conference being fully conscious of (ho vital importance of tho 
struggle in hpain to tho causo of freedom and democracy all over the 
Kiceting* to the people of Republican Spain, and expresses Us 
if -5, hQri,1 ° resistance to foreign aggression. Tbo conference 
to the t £lZ. V T!< ble JX Maac * a w,) b8 K't'on to them by sending food-muffs 
IUhei fomm,U« for t^s puTporiT,” ffdCOm °“ ^ i0TtDall ° a ° l ““ Indian Spanish 
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pRournmoN 

A resolution welcoming tho policy of prohibition of the U. P. Government 
and its inauguration in Mainpuri and E'ab districts sad expressing the hope 
that the flume will be applied to tba whulo province was also put from tbo 
chair and passed. 

Provincial Administration 

“This conference appreciates the pond work dono by tbo Congress ministry in 
this province in improving the administration and making it moro progressive 
and responsive to the people's will, and in lessening the burdens of the masses. 
Tho conference trusts that this work wiil be continued with all speed and 
efficiency mid thnt it will receive the cooperation of the people." 

“The conference further feels that owing to numerous limitations and 
restrictions which are a legacy of the past, ns well as owing to entanglement 
with romine work, tbo paeo of progress and interna! reform is impeded and 

vital chnnges are delayed. The conference, therefore, is of opinion that it is 

essential that these restrictions should be removed and tho speed of progress 
considerably accelerated. In particular the financial arrangements which result 
In a targe proportion of tbo state revenno being absorbed in central expenditure 
and in payment of heavy salaries and allowances should be changed and 
the services should be made to conform to a responsible system of Government 
and the ideals of the Congress.'* 

Censorship and Ban of Books 

"Tbo conference records its strong condemnation of tho system of banning 
of progressive literature by the Central Government and tba stoppage of books 
and periodicals at tho ports by the oustoms officials acting under tbs Sea 

Customs Act. In spite of so-called provincial autonomy this censorship has 
continued for n year and a half and even a well-known book written by the Congress 
president has been kept under ban. The conference is of opinion that this 

is not only an improper restriction of civil rights and democratic procedure 
but is also a continued challenge to the Provincial Government and the Congress 
which are committed to tbo establishment and maintenance of oivii liberties. The 
conference requests tho Provincial Governments to tale effective steps to get these 
restrictions removed. 

National Volunteers 

Babu Sri Prakasa next moved a resolution welcoming the formation of the 
Congress national volunteers' corps under the auspioes of the provincial Congress 
committee and expressing the hope that tho members of the oorps would work 
sincerely for tho public. The mover emphasized tbo neod on the part of the 
volunteers to be strict disciplinarians. That would be a step to prepare the people 
to bear tho responsibilities of Swaraj when it was attained. 

Indian States 

Tho last resolution wbieb wss moved by Sardar Narmada Prasad Singh related to 
tho Indian States and ran as follows : 

This conference welcomes general national awakening in Indian States and regards 
it as good omen for the Swaraj movement in Hindusthan because Hindustbaa 
would bo free only when there is freedom in its every part and all the people have 
equal rights. 

The conference considers the demands of the people of the Indian States for 
Panchaynti R«j to be reasonable. It congratulates the subjects of the Rajkot, 
Benares States etc. on their victory. The conference Is pleased that the authorities 
of some States have accepted this demand of the people and are taking steps in 
that connection. 

Tho conference requests the States in tho United Provinces, namely Tehri, 
Rampur and Benares that they should transfer Teal power of administration within 
their respective areas to the people and establish Panohayati governments. Tba 
conference regrets that in many States the subjects are being suppressed and 
oppressed. In many places obstacles are also being put in the way of the Congress 
committees doing constructive work and efforts to open Praja ilandals are checked 
by means of legislation ; and national flag is also insulted. The Congress cannot 
tolerate this. The Congress has also felt that in States, generally, tbs British 
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Government has great influences and they prevent the state atithorUies from 
advancing with the people and in some places they with the Stnto authorities 
through iho British army is suppressing thu people. Thu Congress cannot bear this 
policy of tbo British Government nnd is will havo to resist it. The Conference hopes 
that <ho Indian States’ people will remain firm io their demands and will strengthen 
their sangatban. 

The N, W. Frontier Political Conference 

The Orst open sitting of tbo Frontier Political Conference, whoso sessions began 
at Abbott abed on the 13th. August 1938 was held amidst scenes of oothustasra. Over 
ten thousand persona, including delegates nnd membots of tbo Frontier Provincial 
Congress Committee and Congress members of !ho Frontier Assembly, attended the 
Conference. Prominent among these present wore Khan Abu! ObnlTar Khan. Dewan 
Bhanjuram Gandhi, Khan Oulum Mohiraied Khan, President of the Frontier Provincial 
Congress Committee, Sardar Rab Nawaz Khan, CnmiBitnduc-io-Cbief of the lied Sbirts, 
Shaikh Sarajuddin Piraehft, and Malik Jiwanlal of LahoTo. 

In thu course of his address welcoming tho delegatus, Hakim Abdul Islam 
eibortod tbo Muslims to join the Congress it! lar^e numbers, as it was the only 
organisation in tho country best fitted to solve »ho intricate problems of tba Frontier 
Province, to remove poverty and illiteracy, flu B»id that in tho Frontier tho Con¬ 
gress had such a strong liuid as no other political organisation could claim. The 
Congress had penetrated into almost all villages of tho Proviuco. 

Referring to the Congress-League negotiations for a communal settlement, tho 
Maulans approoialed tho attitude of tho Congress, but was suro that no good would 
coam out of any negotiations with Iho Muslim League. 

Aflor criticising the action of tho Governor in using his veto in rospoot of some 
Billa passed by tbo Frontier Assembly, ho condemned tho forward policy of tho 
British Government iu Waziristan, In the end, ho endorsed tho Coneross view¬ 
point with respect to tbo introduction of tho proposed Fudornl suhemo, anil described 
it as a direct insult io thoir national aspiration. 

Maulna Abdul Kadir A'astiri occupied tho chair and delivered his presidential 
address. 

Resolution 

Four resolutions wore adopted. Tho (hid resolution reiterated tho Congress rosolvo 
about non-participation of India in any world war, milling that India should not give 
any help to Britain, military nr fimiiioiflf, in onso war broke out. This resolution was 
moved by Sheikh Sarajuddin Piraohu, tho Punjab Congress loader, 

Tho Hecoad resolution condemnuj British policy in Palestine chnractcrisiag it as 
tho result of imperialistic designs nnd demanded its immediate rovorsul. 

Tho next resolution uw-quivocally declared thoir resolve not to oooept tbo Federal 
scliemo. Tho resolution further aided that constitution framed by a representative 
Constituent Assembly was tho only ono acceptable to them. 

Tire last resolution protested against tho forward policy in Waziristan and 
condemned bombing of villages, demanding that tho independence of thy trails-frontier 
tribes should be maintained. 

Tho attundanco to-day increased owing to tho arrival of Congress leaders from 
all over tbo proviuco io couueotion with tho mooting of tho Provincial Congress 
Committee. > 

I ho most important resolution passed related to tho Iiamiu outrago. Strong speeches 
arousing local officials wore made, Tho resolution sympathised with tho victims of tho 
raid, and demanded tho appointment of an independent oric|uirv committtou and tbo 
payment of compensation to thu sufferers. It pointud out that tbo raid was the result 
of a deep-rooted conspiracy to discredit tho Congress Ministry and create a feeling of 
discontent amongst mtuorities, sow seeds of communaliatn and justify tho forward 
policy of the Government of India. 

,, The second resolution pretested against the sentence of tbroo years passed against 
Mosul, iuaan, .lagirdar of Kurram Agency, and demanded tho interference of tho 
Governor ; while another resolution demanded tho release of Cuudan Lai, a political 
prisoner confined in tho Peshawar jail. 1 

Another resolution supported the Frontier Debt Relief Bill and wanted widening 
h'uso 801,10 tQ ' UV:U<i ° tJwH0 non ‘ 8 K rlCDiturist debtors who bad oDly one residential 



Review of Trade of India in 1937-38 

The world trade situation in relation to India, the direction of trade, the 
trend* in production, price* and trade of important commodities, the baianco of 
trade and movement of treasure nre surveyed comprehensively in the Review of 
the Trade of India in 19117-38, published by the Economic Adviser to the Government 
of India on (he 8th, December 1938. 

India witnessed the culmination of a long period of ^recovery in world trade, 
world production and international price level in 1937-33, Rapidly expanding 

E reduction Rnd equally crowing optimism had marked 1938, The outlook in the 
.■ginning ol 1937 appeared bright, for the rearmament policy promised ft large 
growing demand for both raw materials and finished products. The demand grew 
«o rapidly in 1937 that fears of acute shortage began to be expressed. 

This boom phase was, however, of short duration. The price level attained a 
maximum in April 1937. Thereafter it fell rapidly till June and declined again 
sharply a ,d continuously from September to the end of November. After a 
temporary rally it continued it* downward trend, though not ao sharply, till the 
middle of June 1933. 8inco then the trend was decidedly upwards, though it ib 
not yet possible to decide whether that month will be the mark of a real turn in 
the cyele of prices and of activity. 

The year 1937, on the whole, wns an undoubtedly prosperous one for the primary 
producers due to a combination of high prices and increased output and sales. 

Tbo trade cycle which ended in 1937 showed certain marked differences from 
those of the part. In the leading money markets cheap money prevailed through¬ 
out the recovery phase. There was no pressure upon the cash reserves of the 
banks and money did not bccomo dearer as is usually tho case during oormal 
trade cycles. 

Another charnclerlstic feature of this trade cycle was tho activist intervention of 
the Statu, This policy of intervention exposes the institution frame-work of the 
society to force* much less amenable to rational calculation than was the case in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The Cultivator beaus the Bnutrr 

In tho depression which started in 1939, agricultural and raw material-producing 
countries suffered even morn severely than the industrial countries. The Indian 
cultivator was in sore distress on account of tho disastrous slump in agricultural 
prices. tVhen iho upward movement started In 1933-33, the rise in the price of 
commodities in which he was interested wns painfully slow and halting and it was 
Duly in the middle of 1938 that the primary commodities began their definite 
upward movement. As the year advanced tha rise almost became a boom and the 
prices touched a figure, tho highest for many years. But these boom conditions 
were too artificial to last aud April 1937 witnessed a sudden reversal of the upward 
trend in business conditions. There were, besides, unfavourable developments in 
world markets In primary commodities during this year and seriously affected 
Indian agricultural conditions. The magnitude of the decline was clearly seen only 
after the middle of 1937. 

Raw Corros 

Tho outstanding feature of tho year, says the Review, summing up the position 
of raw cotton, has been tho record crop in America and a now record for the 
world's tolal crop of row eotion. This very large output camo at a time when 
the boom in world business conditions had definitely been reversed and a rapid 
downward movement had started. As a result, prices of raw cotton slumped 
disastrously during tho first six months of 1937-38, and touched now low levelB in 
October. The consumption of raw cotton in tho world did not show any marked 
increase and in the case of American cotton, it was distinctly' on a larger level. If 
it bad not been for tho American Government’s potiey of loans to cotton growers 
and restriction of future nercage, prices would have slumped still farther. As a 
result of this policy, however, the downward movement was arrested and the price 
of raw cottoa rallied to some extent during the second half of the year. 
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TRADE IN INDIA IN 1917-38 


Jute 

The Review finds (hot the condition* were generally favourable for jute sowing 
and germination. But contrary to expectations, (ho expanded Indian jute prodoe- 
lion did not put the foreign jule industries out of gear, nor did they reduce the 
foreign demand for raw jute. A* a matter of fact, production of jute products 
abroad increased and oxports of raw jute were, therefore, maintained on a fairiy 
high level. The quantity, however, wsa less, but tho value was rqttsl to tbo 

S revioui year. The year 1910-15? bad closed with a rising jute market, white 1937- 
1 opened with a raw jute market in a fairly aelivo condition. The prices began 
to fall in May and with slight fluctuations continued till in March 13(8 they were 
25 per cent below tho level in May 1917. Tho average quotation of jute prices for 
1937-38, however, was higher than ia the previous year. 


Oilseeds 


Oilseeds like most ollior commodities, passed from boom io depression. In tho 
beginning of tho year 1937 tho oilHood markets wore most optimistic though tho 
prices was lower than in 1930. Bv the ond of 1917-38, however prices had gone 
down much below their luvol in February 1937, Dismissing thu future prospects of 
oilseeds and the present prioo level the Review And that the prospects of gtouudnut 
are fairly hopeful in spite of tho tow level attained in March 1938, 

The position of linseed unlike olhor oilseeds were quite satisfactory. Prices 
wore higher during 1937-38, as compared with the previous two years. There ij 
every indication of linseed continuing iu a healthy condition. For tho time being, tho 
supply position is fairly short, but the increasing rearmament programmes will mean 
a larger demand for linseed oil. As shipments from Argentine are expected to be 
smaller in 19.38, tho outlook for Indian linseed is morn favourable for the coming 
year. 

Wheat asd Rice 


“Tho crop harvested in India”, says tho Review, coming fa wlioat, “during the 
spring and summer of 193?, was ahaudant and amounted io JO,8CU,OOQ tons, ns against 
3,8CQ,QU) tons in tho preceding year. This oombiucti with the bettor prices obtainable 

for wheat in the world market encouraged exports from India during the year under 

tcviow. Prices of Indian wheat rose considerably during 1930-37 and attained tho 
highest level io April 1937, Though Joereasing after tlmt month, prices wore on a 
fairly high level till October. Thereafter, however, s sharp diclitio sol in". 

hxcltisivo of Burma, India ligures as ono of tho largest, if not the largest, rico- 
importiog countries in tho world. Hho hus always pm chased a lurgo quantity of 
Burma rice, varying every year according Io the condition of hor own rice crop. 

Hhe has always putelmsod a largo quantity of Durum rice, varying evory 
year according to tho condition of hor own rice crop. Tho very good rico crop of 

1936-3? in India brought down tho rico oxports to Indin from abroad. It was 

only 1,20V,<J0J tons io 1937-38, as compared with tho muoh larger figures of previous 
voars. Price of rico io fndia showed an appreciable improvement in JU3G-37, but tho 
larger crop of that yoor brought about a small decline. 

Xnmjhteial Cosditiosb 


Discussing tho industrial conditions of India in relation to trade cycles, tho 
Review says that at the beginning of the year there was hootic activity in tho 
various commodity and share markots. Unbounded optimism and ovor-coofidenco 
tod to speculation an-J tho position booamo unhealthy and vulnerable. As in other 
parts of the world, u duwuward movement started in India and gallic red force. Tho 
Indian iiulusti n-s resisted for somo time, but after October, 1937, when the world 
positiun deteriorated further, they suecumbnd to tho general depression. Prices of 
ordinary shares attained their Ingest level in March 1937, doclined in jute, rose ngaiQ 
m October act! (hereafter gradually weakened. The prices of industrial commodities 
“ t*! 01 „ at a ‘ friovo to the same oxtent daring 1037-38. 

tho rise and fail of steel, coal, jute, cotton, sugar, indi- 
tivitU ' J of ,f0D ant * rising from November 1936, and by Novomer 

J ^ '“fi nae ?, hy nearly U9 per coat. Prices of coal increased by even a greater 

Ihev t.i!e 1 iru-n° m I Dt '° ,J 7“ bt '^ 1 y 30, tbo quotations Htarted rising and by Ootobor 1937, 
hZ, 1 ' iT r , ly - 105 f ! or , C0Dt - *'«» Docembor 1937, prices of both those 
t-immodiijos started declining, iTJctu of sugar foil till Juno 1937, the downward 
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movement having started at the and of 1935. After Jans 1937, sugar prices rose, 
though cot to the Bamo extent as in the ease of steel or ooal. Prices of cotton mauu- 
faoturos have boon remarkably steady during the last three or four years. Tho heavy 
slump in the price of raw cotton iu 19.57-38, coupled with tho rationalisation in the 
industry, enabled it to make a substantial prolit without increasing its prices to the 
consumers, l’ha riso in commodity prices in the early part of 1937 bad a heartening 
effect on juts prices and the quotations recorded some inoreaso in April 1937. There¬ 
after, however, tho intrinsic weakness of the industry, as a result of over-production 
and tho business recession, asserted itself and prices declined eontinuoasiy through¬ 
out the rest of tho year. 

Tea 

Tea in 1937-38 fared well and its near future appears to be fairly bright as the 
industry is reaping tho fruit of a well-thought-out regulation scheme in great con¬ 
trast to the uaeconomio and unregulated production and export of the period before 
1933, Production and consumption has boon growing in the last Ovo years, and ia 
1937-38 thoy were nearly double those of 1932-33. 

Since March 1937, tho index of cement shares had droppol considerably, though 
it had maintained a fairly steady risu from the lowest level of August 1931, till the 
end of 1930-37. This fall' is duo to business recession during 1937-38. 

Starting with a bettor demand in the early months and consequent expansion of 
currency to the extent of Rs. 8.03,00X00 against tho transfer of sterling securities 
to the Issue Department, conditions in the money market worsened towards the eud 
of tho year. Trade was declining and money beoaroa unusable. A comparatively low 
rate of intorost rulod tho market throughout the year. Tho Reserve Bank rate 
remained unchanged at 2 per cent throughout tho year. 

Balance op Trade 

Tho merchandise balance of trade iu favour of India amounted to Rs. 15,88,(X),000 
as compared with Rs. 61,91,00,000 in tho previous year, showing a fall of over Rs. 
35,00,00,009 duo primarily to a great increase in tho value of imports. Including 
transactions in treasure, tho total visible balance of trade in favour of India, was 
Rs. HO2-1,00,090 in 1937-38, ns compared with Rs. 9-1,90,00,000 in 1936-37 and Rs. 
-10.52,€0,000 iu 1935-30. Conditions of trade were not so favourable, at the end of 
year as in tho earlier period, and resulted in the decline in the rupeo-sterling rate. 

Ilia total value of In Hu's export to all countries, including Burma, iu 1937-33 
amounted to Rs. 181,00,00.030, Rs. 4,00,00,000 loss than the preceding year and Rs. 
31,00,03,000 more than in 1935-36. The imports showed a remarkable recovery, rising 
by Rs, 32,00,00.000 as compared with the preceding year and Rs, 24,00,00,COO as 
compared with 1935-30. Iudia's internal trade has been Increasing in volume and 
continued unchecked during the whole of 1937-38. 

Dealing with the last period of tho year, tho Review finds that a change, duo to 
revival in Wall Street and American commodity markets, brought the index of a 
variable yield securities to tho first small rise since 1937. Commodity aud share markets 
hovo shown some revival from tho middle of June, but it is too early to say whether 
this is the real beginning of a real busstaoss recovery. 


The Associated Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session—Calcutta—19th. December 1938 

Presidential Addren 

Presiding over the annua! general meeting of tho Associated Chambers of Commerce, 
which was opened by bis Excellency the Viceroy at Calcutta on tbe 19th. December 
1938, Sir Bcorge Campbell, president of tho Bengal Chamber of Commerce, sounded a 
general note of warning on the desirability of the provincial Governments’ examining 
very closely the possible repercussions of such labour legislation as they might introduce, 
though where reforms were due the chambers were behind none in their desire to 
see them inaugurated with all reasonable speed. He also suggested the advisability 
of some coordination in labour policy as between the different provincial Governments. 
Referring to the lodo-Barma trade agreement. Sir George expressed the hope 
that when time came it might in the interests of the trade of both India aud 
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Burma be renewed in its entirety or with vary little modification for a further 
period of (?) years. 

As regards the Ottawa ngrooment he felt sure that it had not been so disadvan¬ 
tageous to India as many critics had tried to make out and had not prevented India 
from making bilatctai trade agreement with oilier parts of tho empire, such as 
Australia. He hoped that the Commerce department of the Government of India 
would soon And time to dismiss and to inaugurate such agreements. 


Upon the subjeot of federation Sir George Campbell observed that its prospects 
ware obscured by throats of nou-noaperatioo and by the attempts to alarm the 
prinoos by manufacturing agitation within their states. Tho campaign against 
federation enlisted in some respeots tho sympathy of more moderate elements 
and revolutionary forces wore quick to seize on this as an opportunity of extending 
their iofluocoe and maintaining a link between themselves and the vast body 
whose drift towards constitutionalism they deplored. Tho existence of that drift 
was an evidence that their own experience had proved to the former critics that the 
constitution went further to meet their aspirations than they bolieved before they 
gave It a trial and it was to be hoped tlmt they would resolve to build on the 
foundation of tho existing federal scheme rather titan allow themselves to be made 
tools of the forces whioh wore striving to destroy tho society which the ministries 
were striving to preserve and advanoo. 


The Viceroy'* Opening Address 

In the course of bis addross opening tho Chambers, E. E, the Viceroy said 

I listened with inlerest to what you said on tho matter of labour legislation. 
Beoont and humane conditions of work aro, as I am sure you wiil agree, the most 
effective antidote to subversive forces in tho labour movement and that consideration 
baa always boon present to my Government in thoir labour legislation. But progiess 
has been tempered with caution ; in ovtiry advanoo undertaken there baa been full 
consultation with tho interest oonoernod and full weight has at ail times been given 
to the stage of development of labour in this oountry. My Government entirely 
share the view that there may well be advantage in tho provinces and the centre 
taking counsel together in order to coordinate labour policy so far as local conditions 
permit and the whole of this matter is undor aotivo consideration. 

India and Burma 

I am fully sensible of tho Importance of maintaining oioso and cordial trade 
relations between India and Burma, whose mutual trade surpasses in volume the 
trade between India and any empire country other than tho United Kingdom. With 
this end in view, my Government will continue to watch with interest tho working 
of the present agreement. 

Anqlo-Amxricjan AOnEEMENT 

Like yon I welcome the conclusion of tho Angfo American agreement. I do not 
propose to touch on this topic at any length. But lot me in a word emphasize its 
economic aspect and its Importance as tlia most noteworthy contribution in reoeat 
years towards tho prohloms of rehabilitating international trade. 

I listened with groat satisfaction to your friendly words of congratulation to my 
Posts and Telegraphs department, which cannot but bo a real encouragement of them. 
I trust sincerely that tbo_ difficulties you have montioned in connection with the 
despatch from homo of air mails aro cow being surmounted, and will not recur. 

Issue of Fedesatior 

In your speech, Mr. president, you laid particular stress on the Issue of 
federation. I wholly agreo with you as to tho vital importance of that issue, more 
particularly at the stage which has now been roacbed. And I hope, gentlemen, that 

I shall not nnduly strain your palienoo if in the remainder of my remarks to-day I 

devote myself primarily to it. 

“Whoa I spoko to you Jo December 1937, I said that there lay ahead of ns tho 

achievements of an idea) which was the ideal which inspired the framers of tho 

Government of India Act of 1036. An ideal, I added, for whioh we Owed a deep debt 
ol gratitude to those spokesmen of the Indian States and of British India who had 



-19 dm. ’38 ] THE VICEROTS OPENING ADDRESS 427 

taken part in the deliberations which resalted In the present constitutional scheme. I 
mentioned ray concern to ensure that no avoidable delay occurred in the development 
of the foderoi scheme and in the arrangements in connexion with it. And I said, too, 
that I in no way regretted the lapse of time which had taken place in connexion with 
those preparations; for the delay involved gave ns the opportunity carefully to 
scrutinize from every aspect all the features of the scheme, and to give its full and 
appropriate value to every one of them. A year has passed siooe then. Maoh 
further spadework has been done, spadework of great valne, for which the Secretary 
of State and I owe a very real debt, and a debt which we gratefully acknowledge, 
to tboso who have given snch Invaluable help to qb. At the state which we 
have now reached there may, I think, be advantage in reviewing briefly the genera! 
position, and in bringing our minds back to the considerations which weighed with 
the Parliament and with the Joint Select Committee when they devised the 
constitutional schema tho second part of which ia now approaching realisation. 

Personal Contact with Becuziabt of State 

I have had the advantage, this snmmer, of renewing personal contact with 
the Secretary of State, and I have been able, too, to renew the same personal 
contact with members of both Houses and with bis Majesty’s Ministers. There 
has never been any divergence of view—though I have seen that suggested,— 
between roy coble friend the Secretary of State, or hia Majesty’s Government, 
and myself on the federal issue. But in speaking to you today I can do so with 
the additional confidence as to our entire unity of purpose and approach given by 
my conversations this summer. 

BrviszD Dbaft Instrument to Princes 

While I have been away, and since I havo returned, a fnrthor stage, and a 
vital one, in the clearing of the approach to federation has been achieved and I am 
glad, gentlemen, to be able to speak to yon today with the knowledge that the 
princes are shortly to receive the revised draft instrument, and will be asked to 
signify within an appropriate interval of time tbeir decision on It. 

The federal sobemo has, I well know, been the target of many criticisms—from 
important political leaders, from the press, from private individuals. I have studied 
those criticisms with all the attention that they deserve, and with the fullest 
acceptance of the sincerity of purpose uudorlying them. I can but repeat, la 
tho event, what I have said before, that no critioism of the scheme of federation 
embodied in the Aot that I havo seen advanced was absent from the mind of those 
of us by whom that scheme was framed. We were fnily conscious of the directions 
in which it was open to attack. Wo were conscious that no scheme that the wit 
of man can devise can be free from blemish—even from more serious error,— 
more especially when the situation which it is designed to meet is unique in 
history, and presents features of each complexity and snch difficulty. But onr 
conclusion was, and it is my considered opinion today, that the scheme then 
devised is the best practicable 'solution of the great constitutional problem of India. 

Unite of Ixola 

In framing the federal Bcheme, we had In view In the first place, as a 

consideration of dominant importance, the unity of India. The decisive weight of 

that factor calls for no argument today. Nor do I see any scheme that holds oat 
a greater hope for the achievement of the political and the constitutional unity 
of this great country than the scheme of the Act. The sohievement of that 

unity is more important today by a long way thau it was even three years ago. It 
Is more important, in the first place, as it has given the change in the Earopean back¬ 
ground : and the relations of the new ideologies which we see developing to 
the ideals which have been and which remain the basis of the British policy 
in India. It is more important, secondly, precisely because provincial autonomy 
has worked so well. The greater tho success of the scheme of provincial 
autonomy, the greater the degree to which the strong and diverse claims of 
Individual provinces, widely differing In raoial and religious composition, the 

economic and political outlook, assarts themselves, the greater is the danger of the 
development of centrifugal and fissiparous tendencies, and so of the marring of that 
unity which it has been the object of all of us who care for India's future to see 
achieved and consolidated. 
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REAcrioxg or Public Opinion 

In measuring the reactions of Pnhlio opinion to any proposal of major political 
importance it is well to remind ourselves that tho circumstances of political contro¬ 
versy tend every whom to magnify and to advertise those points as to which there is 
difficulty or deep divergenco of opinion, while thoso matters as to which there is 
concord and common agreement are too often—in the hent and dust of (lie fray— 
foigotton or set aside. So indeed has it been iu regard to the controversy upon the 
question of ilt-lndia Federation. Yet, if the matter he impartially examined, it will 
he found that upon the essential morits of federation there is wide and in some 
highly important regards, unanimous ngreuruout. 

Fuller Political Live l'oa India 

Let mo attempt for a moment to probe the deeper reasons—tho underlying 
instincts, upon which rests tho understanding, so universal to-day, of tho immense 
importance to India at this time of attaining a fuller political life without sacrificing 
the ideal of unity. What aro tho considerations, historical and contemporary, which 
have harnessed tho wider patriotism of Indians to the heavy task of securing the 
political integration of their country V Bundy it is tho deep conviction that upon 
unity depends the position and prestige of India before the nations, and her capacity 
to take hor due place in tho world mid to exercise upon world development the 
influence to which she is entitled by right of her history, her importance and her 
culture, for tho duo fulfilment of her destiny, unity is essential, la the past India 
has suffered much and lost many things ns tiro direct and tmrscnpiiblo penalty of 
internal schism and division. These (tilths lio deeply embedded iu tho historical 
consciousness of tire people. 

I am convinced that their realisation to-day contributes most materially (» shapo 
opinion upon contemporary problems. Quickening and fortifying these powerful 
impulses, (hero Is quite evidently a growing comprehension of the position of India 
in a world which has now bavond doubt entered upon nnn of those formative pot tods, 

tho outcome of which must affect tho shape of human uffaiis upon this planet for 

marry generations to come. It is corlaitt that, in one shape, or another, such a crises 
must impose intense strosios nnd crucial tests upon all proplo. That India is aware of 
all such matters none may doubt, hor statesmen are constantly extending and broaden¬ 
ing the range and scope of their survey, her pnbliu is increasingly disposed to look 
outwards towards the great world of international affairs. Not ns mere spectators, 
but as thoso who grasp tho significance of India's place in tiio environment of modem 
world problems, such stirrings of tho national coliseionstress arc bound soon to seek 
their duo expression, flow can tlruy find expression unless unity upon an All-India 
basis is aobioved V 

Economic SiunificaSck or Federation 

Upon the economic significance of federation (hero can. I imagine, bo no serious 
doubt or disco tit, and I am confident Ibat oommoroial and financial interests through¬ 
out India am fully alive to ils importance. I v tin I lire to hope that thnsa interests, 

whether Ii ian or European, will make a direct contribution towards tho education 

of public opiiron upon this weighty aspect of federation. Tho full fruits of union 
will not ripen iu a moment, but J believe that substantial benefits will very Boon 
accrue. Differences and exceptions in tho economic field may—no doubt will 
—survive tiro achievement of the federal scheme. That, in the nature of things, 
is but to be expected but tho nebiiivemunt of that scheme cannot, in iny judg¬ 
ment, but tend to harmonise the interests of all parlies without material injury 
to any ; to weld togf-ilrer from tho economic nttd fiscal point of view, in a manner 
nnd to an extent winch could not otherwise bo looked for, tho Indian states and 
British India ; nnd to ensure the alleviation of that luck of unity which, whatever 
its historical explanation, cannot in this sphere but strike the ebservors csiuuiatcd 
to reduce efficiency, un J to liampor lire development of India’s naturul resources, 
and of her commercial and industrial opportunities. 

Provincial Autonomy 

When wo last mot a year ago, provincial autonomy had boon in operation for 
nine months. Experience of those nine mouths line] left mo confident that whatever 
difficulties lay ahead Sand tho possibility of difficulty and misunderstanding was as 
present then as it is today), the workability aud tho essential soundness of the 
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s'-h'-me devised by parliament bad proved themselves • and that, whatever criticisms 
might be levelled on points of detail, the foundation was the Tight one, and, given 
understanding: and goodwill, the scheme of provincial autonomy sound and workable. 
I was confident too that the autonomous provincial governments, whatever patty 
they represented, could in the working of provincial autonomy expect in the fullest 
measure from Governors, from the services, and, in so far as he was concerned 
from the Governor-Genera!, friendly and ready ci-Operation. 

Another year's experience of the working of provincial autonomy !eav<s, I 
venture to claim, no room for doubt on any ol these points. The tributes which 
Slinisters of all political parties have in recent months paid to the wotk of the 
great services speak for themselves, i know from fiist hand how real is the 
importanco which Ministers attach to the loyal and willing co-r.peralion which 
they havu received. I can speak equally from Grst hand of the friendly character 
of the relations between Governors, standing as the King's representatives outside 
and above party, and their Ministers. As to the working of the special respon¬ 
sibilities, you will, I am sure, agree that the forecast which 1 made in my message 
to India of June last year has been amply and fully realised. Ho would be a 
bold man who, t day, even in these conditions, excluded the possibility, from 
one cau^e or other, of difficulty, even of very serious difficulty, in the future. 
Rat, on a broad view, the great experiment of provincial autonomy, the transfer 
of real powers to the Ministers elected by an electorate five times the size of 
the electorate that had previously voted in India, has proved a marked success. 
And, given the continuance of the goodwill and the understanding which has been 
given in such full measure there is no reason today why we should not look with 
confidence to tne future. I have no fear that given the same good will and the same 
co-operation the federal scheme maintains! by the Joint talent of British India and 
the Indian states, will not be as great and as significant a success as provincial 
autonomy has been. 

Fedebil Scheme 

I am familiar with criticism that the federal scheme is too restricted in its scope. 
Nor do I over-estimate, in relation to federation, the importance or the value of the 
inferences to be drawn from the working of piovincral autonomy. For all that, 
when I consider criticisms such as those which I have just mentioned, I cannot 
but think of the apprehensions expressed, and, I am sure, genuinely and sincerely 
felt, at the time oi the introduction of provincial autonomy. 

I would ask whether experience has not shown the reality of the powers then 
transferred, the ready spirit of cooperation of governors and the services, the 
immense potentialities which the schema of provincial autonomy, whatever 
hesitations it may have engendered before it was brought into being, has placed in 
the hands of ministers. And I would point to tho fact that the special respoosibilitios 
placed upon governors by the* Act have admitted, over a period of now morn than 
eighteen months, of being which the Act intended them to be operated. Without 
any inteference with the orderly development of the provincial scheme and without 
thoso freqooot clashes between ministers and governors which were in so many 
quarters apprehended as likely, I am confident that, after allowance has beeD made 
lor the ditl-reat setting on the stage, we may look for a similar state of things 
with the introduction of tho federal scheme. 

To draw a strict parol'd between the federal portions of the Act and the provin¬ 
cial portions would be misleading. But I would tike to express my own profound 
conviction of tho value and the importance of the orderly processes inherent in the 
federal scheme, and of the seeii of development which that scheme contains F no 
more underrate here than in the case of provincial autonomy the sincerity of the 
doubts which critics of federation mar feel. 

But I would a-k them to give federation the trial which I am convinced that it 
deserves. Given good will and understanding, I am sure that results of the greatest and 
most lasting importance to the benefit of India may be looked for from its realisation. 
I am confident, too, that the governor-general, whoever he may be. will at all times, 
in the central as in tho provincial sphere, be ready to give the fullest weight to all 
relevant cor side rations ; that he will bo anxioDs to help those who are ready to take 
advantage of any assistance which he may be able to give them -, and that he will be 
ready to approach the problems of the centre .{and I fully recognise how they di0er 
from the problems in the provincial field) with detachment, openness, and sincere 
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anxiety to reach the solution best in tho interests of India. In these matters the 
spirit Is of more concern than the totter ; and that consideration is ono that must at 
ail times bo present to those on whom falls tho responsibility for government in this 
country. 

Indus States 

Mr. President, I listened with great interest to your remarks about tho Indian 
States, and I welcome the opportunity that you give mo of Buying a word about tba 
States in their relation to federation. Tho stot 03 aro ns essential au element in a 
federation of India as are the provinces of British India. The unity of India is as 
dear a thing of them ns it is to British India. It was with d istitigniRhed leaders of 
tho statoB that the federal ident In its present form originated, and their contribution 
to the elaboration of tho federal ideal has in tho past been material. Tho decision as 
to their further contribution must be fur them and for thorn alone to make. 

No pressure to tnbo a decision in a particular senso will bo brought upon the 
rulers of the Indian slates by Uis Majesty's government or by me, 

indeed, this matter has throughout beon approached with full appreciation of the 
responsibility which falls upon tho individual ruler who has to take ft decision of 
such momentous oonseqnonce to bis dynasty and his state. Wo have done all that 
lay in our power to apply a just judgment to tho points which have been raised by 
individual slates in connection with their accession to federation end to Qnd tho wise 
and appropriate solution of those points ; and wo have, at all times, kept before as 
the ideal of tho unity of India. 

The decision whether or not to aocedo to tho federation of India fails to bo taken 
at a time when tho minds of many rulers tiro preoccupied with tho question of de¬ 
termining tho extent to which ideas germinated in different conditions, and arising 
from wholly diffornt circumstances, are capable of assimilation with tho background 
of their traditions and responsibilities, I realise tho difllouty of that problem—none¬ 
theless groat because, th» advice and assistanoo of tho paramount power is always 
available to rulers, 

1 must rest with rulers themselves to deoido what form of government they 
should adopt in tho diverse conditions of Indian status and, as tho Secretary of Stata 
has again mndo clear in tho last fow days, while the paramount powor will not 
ohdiuct proposals for constitutional advance Initiated by rulers, his Majesty’s 

(losornmcnt have no intention of bringing any form of pressure to bear upon them 
to initiate constitutions! changes. 

I need not remind yon of tho closo and active interests which so many rulors 
have already displayed in this question. Hut iu a Hold in which, for historical 

and otbsr reasons, such wide differences in conditions exist, generalizations are 

dangerous and misleading. This nature of any interim! adjustment, tho uheeks and 
balances appropriately to bo applied, cannot wisoly in all oiruumstancos bo tho same, 
and the fullest weight must bo given to all relevant faotors by those on whom ths 
responsibility directly falls. Hut, gontlemon, let us make no mistake about this if 
federation is not to fill short of the high ideal which it has bo far constituted, if 
it is to be a real federation of all India then tho collaboration and the 
participation of tho Indian states, and of tho tradition they stand for 

aro essential. 


Working ox Provincial Autonomy a touch-stone 
Gentlemen, I have kept you too long and only tho importance of this issue is 
my excuse. It has been my object to readirm to you my own faith in the federal 
ideal : and tha importance that in nay judgment attaches to its early realization. 
I ruvrnoml autonomy and its working have in a souse been a toach-stone. I 
claim that wo are eniitlod, in the light of tho working of provincial autonomy, to 
be of good heart when wo contemplate tho working of federation. Provincial 
autonomy .and federation, essentially and intrinsically parts of ono another, 
represent a great decision, all tha more sigmlicant when ontlinod against tho 
background of world politics. That background is mors Bombre by far in 1930 
than it was in 1935, But tha darkening of tbo background, tho emphasis on 
totalitarian ideologies, lmyo marie no difleronoo to tho ultitudo of his Majesty’s 
trovernment towards Indian constitutional advance. Their policy ie unchanged, 
they remain of opinion that ia tho interests of India as a whole as welt as from 
tho point of view of individual units, whothor states or provinces, tho ideal embodied 
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in the act is that best calculated to achieve results of real and permanent TaJae 
alike to India sod the component parte of tho federation. 

Ifr. President, you referred in your remarks to (he appeal which I made when 
I addressed you a rear ago—an appeal for goodwill and patience, far their response 
to which I am profoundly grateful to your members. 

To day ! would mako another appeal—an appeal to India for collaboration, and 
I would make that appeal even to those wbo may sincerely donbt tho value of the 
federal scheme, for 1 am confident that experience will justify my own profound 
belief io it. I would make an appeal for trust—trust in the sincerity of those by 
whom the scheme has been devised, trust in the goodwill and the good faith of those 
by whom it falls to be carried out. I wooid make an appeal finally, for patience 
and for a realisation of the difficulties of others, and I would ask again that, io 
considering the problems, whether of individuals or of units, the fullest weight be 
given to alt tho attendant circumstances. 

The responsibility to India of all of us wbo have it io our power to make any 
COntribntiou to the achievement of the federal ideal is heavy and immediate, and it is 
no light reassurance to me, gentlemen, to feel that in whatever effort L may make 
to bring it into being without delay, I hare yoor goowill, and your understanding, 
sympathy and support. 

Resolutions— High Level of Taxation 

After the Viceroy's speech, the hon. Mr. H. O. Stokes (Bengal Chamber) 
moved a resolution drawing the attention of the Government of India to the high 
level of taxation in this country which was made more serious by the unjustified 
continuance of temporary taxes' imposed to meet emergency conditions. Ha urged 
the Government once agrio to conduct early a review of the incidence of taxation 
from whatever source it was arising and both direct and indirect. 

DIFFERENCE IS PnOVtSCUL LEGISLATION 

Mr. O. L. Orchard (Madras) by a resolution drew the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment of India to the serious effect on the industry ant commerce ta this country 
likely to be oaused by the differences in provincial legislation and the necessity for 
the establishment of some machinery of co-ordination in these maiters so as to ensure 
uniformity. He hoped that the Association would urge on the Government of India 
the necessity, either of bringing together the provincial Governments to discuss tbeir 
proposals io order that a common policy could be arrived at, or of undertaking these 
forms of legislation themselves. If this were done all the interests concerned would 
get together in order to devise what was workable and best. 

Various Resolutions Adopted 

Mr, U. N. Sen (Punjab Chambers) moved tho following resolution :— 

Tho Associated Chambers of Commerce of India record tbeir appreciation of the 
Viceroy's address upon the federation and cordially assure him of their full support 
to the principles of bis speech. 

On the motion of the lion. Mr. Somerset Butler (Burma Chamber) the Association 
invited the attention of the Government of India and Burma to the long delay in 
completing reciprocal arrangements between the two countries under Section d"4 of 
the Indian Civil Procedure Code whereby the decrees of the superior courts in India 
should be enforceable in Burma without the necessity of obtaining fresh decrees 
in Burma courts and rice versa. The Association recommended the two Governments 
to take immediate stops to complete the necessary arrangements and bring them 
into force. 

The meeting also adopted a resolution on the motion of Mr. V, W. Chisholm 
(Bengal Chamber) drawing the attention of the Government of India to the extent 
to which the present high rate of 6tsmp doty on inland currency bills restricted the 
nse of such bills in the finance of inland trade and agriculture in this country and 
bringing to the Government the desirability of considering independently the ques¬ 
tion of stamp duty on the cheques, and the Reserve Bank of India's recommendation 
that the rate of duty on Bills of Jess than one year's usance should be reduced to 
two annas per thousand rupees. 

Resolutions—2nd day—Calcutta—20th December 193S 

Tho Associated Chambers of Commerce concluded its sesion to-day. The 
session was noteworthy for an important resolution moved by Mr. 3, Bars - 
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man (Upper India Chamber) urging stringent precautions against communism. Fla 
moved : 

•Despite the fact that certain provincial Governments sovuroly discountenance 
the communist Activity within their borders, the spread of cnmmimistio propaganda 
continues in India. The ovonts of the past year have shewn that incalculable 
damage is being done to industries in the ooentry and to workers dependent thereon 
by the dissemination of the cemmunistte doctrines aud lira intimidation whereby 
it is accompanied. This Association therefore oalls upon all Governments concerned 
to ensure tiro enforcement of more stringent precautions to discourage communism 
by alt means iQ their power in the interests of industrial progross, general peace and 
welfare of the country'. 

MARINE ISSUItXNCE ' 

IIy another resolution moved by Mr. A. K. Q. Oogg (Bombay) fho Association 
urged upon the Government of India iho necessity of ounotiag legislation in British 
India embodying the previsions of tint Marine Insurance Aot 6 of 1000 and amending 
the sections 6 and 105 of the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, so fur as they 
conflicted with scoliosis DO and 7S) of that Aot, which provide for the assignment of 
marine insurance policies either befrro or after loss and for the right of subrogation 
respectively. 

Mr, A. Mackintosh (Bombay) moved a resolution on registration of trade marls. 
The resolution which was seconded by Mr. O. W, Tosh (Upper India) and supported 
by Mr. F. 0. Guthrie (LSoognl) was passed. The proceedings then terminated. 


The All-India Medical Conference 


15th. Session— Meerut—27th. December 1938 

Mri Pandit's Opening Speech 

The IDth. session of the All-India Medical Conference was inaugurated nt Meerut 
on the 27th. December 1938 by the hen. Mrs. Vijaya Lax mi Pandit, United 
Provinces Minister of Health. The Onterunoo marked tho lOlb anniversary of the 
creation of the Indian Modieal Association. 


The aims of Iho Government of ihn Uoiled Provinces in regard to providing fho 
people with medical service and the GovernmetiPs attitude to the medical profession 
wore set out by Mrs. Pandit in her inaugural address, 

'-Since the Congress Government came into power," Mrs, Pandit said, “it has 
been our earnest desire to reorganise (ho Medical Services So that the greatest 
number of people could receive Iho greatest amount of help from our medical men, 
and also to innku Riich alterations in the system as would turn it into a well- 
balanced organisation and not a top-heavy structure as it is at prosnot.” 

lliis was easier said than dorm, «ho ditelurod, Important items, which were 

responsible for Iho present unbalanced condition pf the system, woro reserved 
subjects undor the Government of India Aot aud might not be touched, 

Mrs. Pundit expressed her entire sympathy with the demands made from time to 
time by iho Medical Conferences, ‘-lint alas I" she said, “the working of 

a Government, as I havn learnt to my despair, ia a lengthy process. With the bast 
intention in the world it is months and sometime a years boforo any practical effect 
can he given to the demands of the people." 

tr.* 10 „ I’hals of the U. P. declared Mrs. Pandit, woro rapidly becoming, a disgrace 
to the I rovitiee. I his was primarily duo to the lack of co-operation between tiro 

public and these In charge of the hospitals, In order to remedy this bar to progress, 

L,,u in, Ytrnrn, n .i ha '^ decided to form Hospital Committees in all the largo towns 
and ihus give thu public a hand in the management of their own hospitals. 
cilstHct 1 “v ♦ a th< v mc-iioal aid in rural aronrs was still practically non- 

exist.nl. Yet ip the few places whore dispensaries do exist, they have not earned 

of m-tfmafmd U sh<3 « ld , hav ' a don «"- the ease of both the hospitals and 

h J ! a rur;,] are!i% wi,a ‘ iB r^uirod is a cliuogo of menUhty on the part 

o! those men and women who aro in charge" J p 



-28 DEO. ’38 ] THE ALL-INDIA MEDICAL CONFERENCE 433 

*Tho question of lha I. M. 8. Is one whioh had oansod natural resentment in the 
medical profession ©specially tho resolution of the Defanoo Department of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India which insists on our giving employment in our province to 10 
British officers of tho I, M. 8.", said Mrs. Pandit. “Wo have no quarrel with these 
officers, hut our Govornmeot has made an omphatia protest because of the prin¬ 
ciple involved. There is no reaaoa why, other qualifications being efjcai, the claims 
of tho Indian should bo sot aside in his own country while ail facilities and induce¬ 
ments aro olTored to persuade Englishmen to oome out and servo in India". 

Mrs. Pandit concluded with an appeal to the Indian medical profession to take a 
wido view of tho question of brlnclng foreign doctors into India. “Tho only idea 
behind tho suggestion of extending help to a few of tho unfortunate Jewish doctors", 
she explained, “has beon to secure tho services of exports who will serve oar 
country and help to train oar own people". 

Presidential Address 1 

Tho President of the Conference, Dr. Oeorga Da Silva from tho Central Provinces, 
in his address to the Conforoaco, outlined tho disabilities from whioh Indian medical 
practitioners woro suiToring. 

Referring to tho Indian Medical Association, Dr. Da Silva said that its progress 
had not boon as vigorous ns St ought to have been. The 08 branches of the Asso¬ 
ciation provided only 2,73d members. Tho United Provinces led with 33 branches ; 
Bengal followed with 28 and tho Panjab was third with 14. The two great Provin¬ 
ces of Bombay and Madras, ho pointed ont, had only eight and five branches 
respectively. 

One of the Association’s greatest drawbaofts, Dr. Da Silva said, had beon the lack 
of Government favour. Tho Association had been regarded as a body of political 
agitators because it had fought for tho rights and privileges, the status and dignity 
of tho medical profession. “We are only following" ho saia “in the footsteps of our 
brethren in tha Western countries without being aaiied agitators.*' 

Dr, Da Silva noted with regret that the Association had not received sufficient 
support from the medioal profession in India. “In spite of Congress Ministries taking 
over tho administration of most of tha Provinces our brothers In Government service 
are either not permitted or aro not bold enough to beoomo members of this Associa¬ 
tion. Whatever the trepidation of medioal practitioners In Government Service, there 
could be no possible excuse, he said, for those of ns who are independent not to 
join tho Association and add to Its strength in the oities, in the towns and in the 
rural areas. The Association, ho deolared, should be representative of all Medical 
men In India and should aspire to the status and position of the British Medical 
Association. 

Among tho many problems that faced them, he mentioned In particular “the pre¬ 
dominant and overwhelming influence" of Europeans in the Indian Medioal Service. 
“Wlint I do not believe," Dr, Da Silva said, “is tbat soienoe has any limits of oaste, 
creed or colour, nor can I admit that we are in any way Inferior to our European 
colleagues.” 

If wealthy men of public spirit had built hospitals In sufficient cambers, “there 
is no doubt that our work in medical, surgical and other departments would have 
been of a much highor standard and wo wouid not now have to depend on Western 
countries for research work." 

The foots provod, Dr. Da 8ltva asserted, that “tho Interest of the European I. 1L 
8. In India is nothing but transitory and mercenary’*, and he pointed out that “even 
for tropical diseases, we have oven now to depend on our Western brethren to In- 
eroaso our knowledge in pathology and treatment’’. 

“The Congress Ministries have so far acted with undne caution”, he said, “in 

f iving as practical ly no more opportunity than the meagre facilities wo already had 
efore their coming into office”. 

In connection with tho growing unemployment among medioal men. Dr. Da. Silva 
suggested that it would go to tho credit of those, particularly young men, who went 
Into the villages to earn a respectable, if meagre, living. 

The President referred to ‘the intecso provincialism that had followed In the 
track of Provincial Autonomy", and averred that it would cause duplication and waste 

65 
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in (he matter of nodical education. *As it is", he said, “wo are working in narrow 
and paroohia! grooves and greatly nood wldo vision ; but oar Spirit of provincialism 
threatens to rentier our outlook as narrow as It could bo”. 

Dr. Da Stiva propounded twa reasons for tho deficiency of research work in India. 
Firstly, ho said, the hospital authorities did not sufficiently encourage it and even 
those medioal practitioners who wore in oasy eiroumslsncos woro loth to sacrifice any 
part of their practice ; secondly, tho I, M, S., and others who woro In a position to 
prosecute research lacked aithor tho time or tho knowledge. 

Referring, in conclusion, to the legislation that had recently boon devoted to in¬ 
digenous medical sciences, Dr. Da Silva ndvocatod tho creation, after a thorough 
inquiry, of a system of medioino, compounded of all tho various indigenous practices 
In use to-day. ' Much harm was eausied, ho said, by trying to separate Into different 
departments, tho Allopathic and Homeopathic, Ayurvedic and Unani systems of 
medical treatment. 


Resolution! 

Disapproval of the appointment of non-natlooais as doctors in India was contained 
in one of tho resolutions passed by the Conference. 

“In view of the attempts now being made in some parts of India to appoint medi¬ 
cal mon, who are non-nationals, mainly on humanitarian grounds”, snva tho resolution, 
“this conference, while sympathising with thoir sufferings, is of opinion that In view 
of widespread unemployment la the raedioa! profession In India, no appointment 
bo made on Hitch grounds. This Conference Is farther of opinion that In view of tho 
prevailing law's of this country regarding medical practice, no medical man—expert 
or otherwise-should bo appointed by the Central or Provincial Governments unless 
they porno from countries with which Indian nationals have reciprocity in matters 
of medical practice. This Cuoforoneo further protests against tho great and un¬ 
restricted Influx into this country of doctors from such countries and requests tho 
Government of India to prohibit tho Immigration of such doctors into India". 

By another resolution tho Conforcnno welcomed tho appointment of tha National 
Planning Committee by tho Congress Working Committoo and recommended that it 
should Include in it terms of referonco schemes for tho manufacture of drugs and 
medical appliances in India for tho requirements of tho country. 

Tho Conference also urged upon Provincial Govornmonts tho neod for prescribing 
a minimum standard of preliminary general education for persons Intending to 
practise Indigenous systems of modfolno . 

Tho Conforonco further passed a resolution requesting Provincial Governments 
to take oarly steps to establish a uniform fliondnrd of modica) education 
in tho country. 

A resolution noting with concern tho Incronsing ovil of “quaf;kory“ in tho 
country and tho uho by unqualified persons of various designations and letters 
emulating recognised mo Heal degrees and diplomas, and requesting tho Central and 
Provincial Govornmonts to protoot the public and tho mediooi profession fiom this 
evil was adopted by tho Conforonco. 
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Educational Progress in India 

The All India Educational Conference 
Fourteenth Session—Bombay—27th. December 1938 

Mr. Kber’t Opening Speech 

Tho hoo. Mr. B. <3. Kher, Primo Minister of Bombay and Minister in charge 
of Education opened tbo !4ib sossron of tho Ail-Iiidin Eduoational Conference at 
the St. Xavier’s College, Bombay on tbo 27ih December 1938. In tho coarse of 
bis speech Mr. Khar observed : 

‘‘If wo wish to create a bettor world, it is necessary that wo should clearly 
visualise wbat typo of man or woman wo desire to educate a cbtld into, and attempt 
to mould our system of oduoation consciously for achieving that end. 1 am sure 
conferences liko yours aro designed to answer this purpose”. 

Continuing Mr. Khar said : “Tbo pioblom of education has of lato assumed such 
an importance in our country that only an all-India Institution of educational exports 
like yours can hope to provide satisfactory solutions to tbo various probioms of an 
intricate nature which confront us. 

“As in niue out of tho olovon provinces in India tho Congress bolds political 
power and tho problems of education can bo solved on a common basis and tho 
application of common principles, you will admit that It is a uoaotmity of 
opinion, which Is hard to obtain anil j« of great value, from which you will derive 
great encouragement. 

Tbo present system of edttoation, Mr, Kher said, Was highly artificial and had no 
real relation to tho life, tradition, culture and environment m India. “Consequently 
wo nro living in an atmosphere of nwkward unreality. Tha finished products of our 
educational machinery become aliens in their own eouutry. They aro unablo to 
weak their own language ami they do not like to wear their own dress”. 
Tho Premior quoted from tha report of tho Zakir Hussain Committee, aud said 
Ihat modern education in India was neither responsive to tho realistic elements of 
tho present situation, nor inspired by any lifo-giving or created ideal, “it does not 
train individual to become useful produetivo members of society”. 

“We must evolve”, Mr. Khar oontiouod, “a common form of education for a 
common citizenship. We must so fashion our eduoational machinery as to balance 
the intellectual and practical elements of thoir expeiionce aud make the young mao 
an active and intelligent member of society hiking interest in all its activities and 
fulfilling himself in many wavs”. 

Tho Premier refuted tho idea that tho Congress was opposed to modern educa¬ 
tional theory and explained how tho Wardlia scheme had for its basio principle tho 
accepted doofrino of education through creative activity. “Hut we refuse to import 
hero educational principles, however modern they may be, without considering their 
suitability to our society and to our national needs. And it is probably in this 
regard that the Wardha'report offended tho educational experts in this country”. 

Tho Premior next explained tho educational policy of the present Government and 
hopod that the Conference would hnvo valuablo suggestions to make ia the matter 
and on tho moans of importing instruction through tho motber-tonguo. 

Tho Premier lamented tho took of facilities :n this country for the education of 
She obitd in tho pro-school stage. 

Mn. CoiNDwxRKAR os ExAsnsaTioxs 

In requesting Sir T, Yijayaraghavacbari to tako tho chair, Mr. V. N. , Chanda- 
varhar. Chairman of tho Reception Committee said that the present ora in this 
country was prolific of educational ideas, During the past four or five years 
education had remained in tho forefront, so many schemes had been chalked out and 
so many unmade, lhero was a significant tendency, or rather a fashion to run 
down the present scheme of education. Laboratories and workshops were prescribed 
for tho pupils. Ho would not go into tho many details, which, he hoped, the 
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conference would discuss but ho would soy this much, namely, that (ho object of 
university life should bo to bring about a fooling of oneness amongst the boys and 
girls. Ho expressod biB abhorrence of examinations, for they tended to hill the 
social conduct of the teacher and tho taught. The present position was far from 
happy, for the principals and heads of institutions looked from only one angle of 
view, I, e, how msoy first classes and prizes a particular school could annex. He 
stressed tho importance of tho "quality of teaching rather thau tho quantity’’. 


Presidential Addret* 

Sir T. Vijayaraghavctchariar, in his presidential address, dealt at length with 
the teachers' part tn shaping tho destiny of tho oonntry f and emphasised that ono of 
the most valuabio functions which the teaching profession in India had to discharge 
was to implant In tho minds of young Indians tho democratic habit of obeying the 
law which their own countrymen had made and obarged with She duty of enforeiog. 

“Tho teaching profession’ 1 , he declared, "must, in the now conditions of India, 
play a very prominent part. These conditions, opart from tho transfor of power that 
has boon effected, havo an eduoative value in rousing the masses of the oountry to a 
consciousness of their rights nnd thoir right part in the Government of their own 
oountry. It is for yon as toaohors to lead thia nttw spirit into fruitful ohannots and 
so to train the young mon in your care that they will beoomo wiso leadors in 
future.” 

Kir T. Vijayaraghavaoharlar wolcomed tho faot that tho Conference had a promi¬ 
nent Section on "Internationalism and Pence’’, as anything which promoted the 
knowledge of othor ran os and oountries in young mindH was to be welcomed. Ho 
said ihat Europe had reverted to mediaeval conditions and la Europo the law of the 
nations had been replaced by tho law of the jungle, Thia was tlio work of the 
authoritarian regimes, which had scoured for their nations an increased status in the 
councils of tho world. Racialism was playing a prominent rolo in everyday lire In 
Europo ta-day, A few yours ago, India could perhaps lend a life of comparative 
isolation, but to-day she could no longer esoapo the influences of tho outside world. 
Therefore, It was time that they looked about and Btrorigrhonod ihuir intellectual de¬ 
fences so as to protoet tho system on which thoir Institutions had been built and 
one of thoir main defenders must bo the teaohors to whom had been oonfided the 
task of educating tho young. 

Sir T. Vijayaraghavaohariar emphasised tho need for changing tho educational 
system in India to change in aocordaneo with political advance in the country. Ho 
asked; “Has our system of teaching, lixed in uoregonoruto days, been altered to cor¬ 
respond with the present domooratia age ? Has it boon readjusted to meet tho nece¬ 
ssities of tho case, where In the provinces powor Ims boon transferred from a small 
bureauoraoy to thirty millions of electors ? Are tho teachers able to roooncilo, to 
the salisfioation of the young Indian mind, advancing democracy with tho olaims of 
progress and effioionoy t The old bureaucracies claimed that they wore efficient. 
Tbo new totalitarian regimes make an equally insistent olaim that they are efficient. 
If wo consider eaimiy and dispassionately tho history of India prior to tho establish¬ 
ment of the bureauornlio regime, or tho history of tho totalitarian oouolrios prior to 
tho establishment of tho authoritarian regime, wo are bound to coooedo tho 
claim. 

"How la the rising generation in India to bo taught that democratic govornmont 
is net inconsistent with the efficient maintenance of law and order and with tho de¬ 
mands of progressive administration ? How are tho young mon in our educational 
institutions to bo made to fee! that tho enthronement of tho popular will In tho 
seats of power doos not mean tho stereotyping of existing ideas, praoliceB and proju- 
dicos / Impatient idealists, In a hurry for reform, long for a dictator to auro all 
existing ills. 

"A special enso hero arises for consideration. I am told practically In ovorv nro- 
viooe of Northern Tndia that sinoo tho Montagu-Oholmsford reforms of 1920, com¬ 
munal bitterness between Hindu and Muslim haa been lotoDailied. The blame Is 
othn?£ ”2X2?* A| 18 obTI0US Jo a country like India, toloratlon of each 
JnmtsiLS t l0 maUor of eating, dressing and worshipping is a fundamental 

lLtrll ( , 0r,1Cr |, government. How fa this to bo inculcated in tho young? Wo of 
P rB . 8 .f' l . e ° nura,i!>Q . 0 £ Hindus and Muslima havo clearly domoastfatod oar inabi¬ 
lity to live in peace with each other. How is tho teaching in our schools and colleges 
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to bo directed to the elimination of a fooling which If persisted In must be fatal to 
democratic government In the provinces where the feeling exists id a chronic form ?” 

Rciol utipns 

The Conference passed oyer 70 resolutions covering alt aspocls of education. 

The main resolution of tho C-mforenco expressed the view that “one of the 
aims of National Education in India should bo to prepare the country for a 
fully democratic Government.” 

The Conference disapproved tho policy of retrenchment and curtailment of 
educational facilities, characterising it as detrimental to national welfare. 

By another resolution the Contaronoe demanded that there should be a fully 
representative and autonomous Board of Education In the British Indian Provinces 
and Indian States to control and co-ordinate all educational activities. 

The Conference urged the formation of a Teachers' Council on the lines of Bar 
and Medical Councils in alt Provinces and States. 

The adoption of mother longno as tho medium of instruction in all stages of 
education was urged by another resolution, Tho nso of educational films and 
additional grants for visual and rural education were demanded. 

The need for introdnetioa of compulsory military training in all secondary 
school* and colleges in India and lor mating provision for freo and compulsory 
education for ail adults in the country were emphasised by two other resolutions. 

The Conference demanded that provision for the teaching of Hiudustbani should 
ho made In all schools. 

The Vocational Education section of the Conference emphasised fhe need for not 
neglecting cultural interests and demanded that physical education should receive 
akquato attention -in pro-vocational and vocational schools. Health education was 
demanded as a part of school ourricnlum. 

The International and Peace section urged that every possible means should 
he adopted in all educational institutions lor tho purpose of emphasising the essen¬ 
tial unity of mankind and establishing inter-communal peace and international 
relationship. 

Tho joint session of tho University and Secondary Education sections passed the 
following resolutions :— 

(1) This Conference urges that the consensus of opinion on this subject, as 
expressed by the Punjab University Enquiry Committee, the Combined Universities 
Board for India, the Central Advisory Board of Education and the Abbott Wood 
Report bo now put into effect by the reorganisation of higher general education 

into two periods of three years each : (aj Higher secondary coarse, and tb) 

Bachelor Degree course, in place of the present system of two years each— 
high intermediate and bachelor degreo courses—tbo length of the whole 
educational course not being increased thereby. 

f2) This Conforcnoo is of opinion that there should be three well-defined 
stages in the whole system of education : (a) Pre-primary education op to the age 
of soven. (b) And basic edneation up to the age of fourteen—very much like the 
Wardba scheme, in which not more than half the time to be spent oa the craft 

chosen, (c) b^icondary education—three years. It is to consist of two types : (a) 

Predominantly literary ; (b) Predominantly vocational. But overy pupil should have 
something ol both, (d) University education—three years course leading to a 
Erst degree. This should consist of various literary and technological courses, so 
that even those whose secondary education was predominantly vocational may have 
an opportunity of continuing and protecting their studies in the University. 


All-India Muslim Educational Conference 

Slat Session—Patna— 1st October 193& 

Presidential Address 

His ideas and ideals regarding the special problems of Muslim education in order 
that the conference might be able to enunciate and place before the community and 
country a uniform policy with regard to the education of the Muslim community, were 
set forth by Mr, A. K. Fatlul Afcy, Bengal Premier, presiding over the 51st session of 
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tho all-India Muslim Educational Conference, which commenced at Patna on the lit. 
October 1038. Mr. Fnzktl Huq turplainnd (ho Muslim oonooption of religion which, he 
siiiO, included every human activity within its scop# including politics, Racial work and 
educational advancement. Ho was against the modern western education, bat the 
ultimate aim of education to every Muslim was the advancement of the causo of 
Islam. 

Proceeding, Mr. Hot] accused tbo Congress Oovornmenta of various pro¬ 
vinces of being commuualistlo in their outlook and Subjecting Muslims to Hindu 
religious influences, He criticised tho Wardba seSiomo of education at length, saying 
that its defects outweighed its advantages, Tho chief objections to tho Scliemo were 
manual labour bv children which would affect their health besides being an uneco¬ 
nomic position. Moreover tho sohotno would [rroduco tmm uad women of no outstanding 
intellectual ability. 

Turning to tho Hindl-IIrdu controversy, ho claimed that Urdu was pre-ominoatly 
suited to bo tho lintjua franca of India as it was understood by a largo number of 
people and had established a literature of its own. lie accused tho Congress of 
comrounuUsm lii endeavouring to establish Hindi ns tho lingua franca of India. Re* 
garding female cducatioa, ho maintained that tho syllabus ’ should bo different from 
that of boys. 

Tho present ago, said Mr. Huq, was critical for Muslims and it was comparable 
only with tho times immudiatety following tho mutiny in 185?. Ho regretted that 
in several Congress provinces tho policy onunointtsl by tho Congress Governments 
was opposed to tho interests and outlook of Muslims as, for instance, in tha Central 
Provinces where schools woro called Vidya Mandirs which woundod tho Muslims* 
religious susceptibilities. 

Ho realised that tho Wardlta schomo would in all probability bo Introduced io tho 
Congress provinces, but warned the Congress high command that if tho scheme was 
enforced on bluslims against their will it would not only Btand io tho way of Hindu- 
Muslira unity but would widen tho gulf between tho communities, “The majority com¬ 
munity's should realise tho neoesslty of winning tho cnnlldcBco of minority communities 
by amity and toleration. Our countrymen guucrally aud Congress’ Governmonis 
particularly should consider it their moral obligation to help Muslims to wipe ofl 
illiteracy by affording moral and financial nsBislaticc. 1 Another point on which 
Muslims unanimously insisted was tho teaching of Urdu and tho Congress 
agitation for teaching Hindi was actuated by communal motives. 

Reverting to tho Wardlm scheme, Mr. Hnq said tho objectionable fmturo thereof 
was that (he children would have to undergo physical labour and their hard-earned 
money would bo paid to the teachers. It wnH incongruous that while on tbu ono 
hand effort* were being made to modify factory laws so that young children might 
not bo subjected to hard labour, on the other it was proposed to impose hard labour 
on young school children and besides tho articles produced by them would not 
find b market. Under the scheme tho school would bo turned into factories or 
ashrams which would hardly retain the character of an educational institution since 
the objective of one was entirely different from the other. To lay sirens on tho 
economic aspect and at the same time to expect cultural development would lead 
to logical fallacies. 

Proceeding, he explained tho Islamic conception ol education which catered both 
for the material and spiritual development. He urged that tho representation ol 
Muslim leat hers in nil school* should be ndcr|Uiitb so that the development of tbo 
mind of Muslim children might not toko plaeu exclusively in non-Mindim sur¬ 
rounding*. .Muslim children should not be compelled Io learn music mid fling 
Hand,! Malar am since both these were against the principles of Islam. Regarding 
re-education, tho Muslims would not advocate the snmc for girls over nine years. 
Concluding, ho said that in view of their educations! backwardness, it was dceirabls 
that the Muslims started a national fund to which all tho rich and poor should 
contribute a fraction of their income. This would help them to tida over many 
of their difficulties. 


Resolutions 


,h„W^-[ Ciec!ini ' A 0 W«rdb» Mbcmo tho conlercnco reiterated that there 
I,«n f" throughout the country for free and compulsory edues- 

g«U b^tn ycan for b0>fi bctwecn Bix M. «Sl ■ “ for 
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This resolution, morn! by Dr, Sir Ziauddin was passed by the Conference 
on Lhe next day, the 2nd, October. The resolution added that there should 
bo Bcparnte armnncments for boys arid girls and the medium of education roust be 
the mother-tongue namely, for the Muslims of Northern India the medium 
should be Urdu, while In the province* where the Urdu language waB not prevalent 
the medium should bo tho language of that province. Bat every student 
should be taught Urdu as a second language. 

Regarding the script tho Muslims should be allowed to learn the language 
through Iho Urdu script. Tho Urdu langaage means the language spoken and 
understood by the Hindus and Muslims In ordinary education in Northern India. 
Vocational and technical education should be made of central Importance while 
other educational programmes should bo according to the social nature and atmos¬ 
phere of the student intertwined with the vocation. Religious education should 
be arranged for Muslim boys, if rcontred by tho parents. For students who want 
to acquire English education through high schools and colleges after tho age of 
11 there should be correlation between basic and secondary education and tho 
present facilities should be allowed to stand. 


The All India Muslim Students’ Conference 

Mr, Jinnah'* Opening Speech 

There were three farces In tho country: the British, the States and the Congress. 
Tho time had now come to give a battle to all these forces and tho sooner young 
men made up their minds to do so, tho better for them, observed Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
inaugurating tho All-India Muslims Students’ Conference in tho Muslim League 
panda!, Patna on the 29th, December 1938. 

Criticising tho Congress at length, Mr. Jinnah said that young nson had been 
deluded Into bolioving that tho Congress fought for tho freedom of the country and 
tho masses, and that tho Congress would turn tho country Into a land of mitt and 
honey. But now it was amply evident that tho Congress said ono thing and meant another. 
Mr. Jinnah strongly repudiated the various oharges and criticisms levelled against 
him, such as being a communalist, a fauatio and an ally of Imperialism, seeking 
personal gratification in the face of the gravity of the problems facing tbo people, 
especially the Muslims. Referring to the negotiations with the Congress for a settlement 
of Hindu-Musiim question, and the political status of the League, Mr. Jinnah said 
that the Congress had offered terms which were unjust and prejudiced: if any were 
not scccepted tho Congress was not prepared to come to terms. The Muslims, too, 
were not prepared to accept tho Congress terms. They were not satisfied with 
anything less than perfect equality. Tho Congress claim of being the only body to 
represent the entire country was preposterous. India was not a nation yet, but a 
counter of a nationalities. With regard to Federation, Mr. JinDah warned young 
men against being deluded by tho Congress declaration that they did not want 
Federation. lie added that iho Congress had declared that It would not accept the 
new constitution, but was now embracing it. 

Proceeding, Mr. vftnnaft asked what the Congress had done for tho masses. Was 
the country turned into a land of milk and honev ? What had Mr. Raja- 

§ opa!achariar dono in Madras ? Tho enforcement of Hindi was strongly resented 
y the Hindus themselves, and the people resorted to the same Satyngraba 

which the Supremo High Command of the Congress (Mr, Gandhi) preached. This 
was met by lathi charges, Thus bad the Congress demonstrated that it was 
fighting for oivll liberties until they joined the Congress. At least, this was 

what it intended. 

Reverting to Federation, Mr. Jinnah referred to tho observations of Mr. 
Jawahariai Nehru and Mr. Gandhi, tho former saying that the onemies of 

Englishmen wore his enemies, and tho latter saylDg that be would ebed his 
blood If Englishmen's blood was shed. Various Congress leaders had something 
to eay about Federation, but why did not Mr. Gandhi have anything to say ? 
Ho would answor : because he was not even a four-anna member of the 

Congress, he did not represent tho Congress at ail, ho was only the “Supremo High 
Command of High Commands. 1 ' 

Proceeding, Mr. Jinnah said that when he (Mr. Jinnah) had started his 

political career, ho was persistently attacked as being a communaiist Later on, 
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trlion ho established a oortnin amount of contact with the masses, ha was 
criticised as twlng s fanatic, responsible [or oxcltlng communal passions. Later 
still ha was aoonsod of halm? an nMy of Imperialists, It was considered a 
crime to utter tho word “Islam". People did not understand llto meaning of 
“Islam" when they criticised hint for safeguarding tho Islamic religion, which 
was In danger, Islam was not only a religion but an Institution, comprising 
a completes code, moral, social, economic and political. Ho only wanted men to pro¬ 
gress along these Hues. If ho wished for self-gratification and If It was such an 
honour, ho would say ho hsd boon offered tho Congress Presidentship If Its joined 
tho Congress, Ho had onoo boliovod that tho Congress was carrying on a real na¬ 
tional struggle for freedom. Hut thon ho was young, siisceptibio and carried away 
by catchwords. Tho Congress placed fatso ideals baforo tho young mon in tha coun¬ 
try which sorvod as a cloak for Its masquerade, but It now stood revealed. He, 
therefore, reiterated Ills warning to young mun not to bo deceived by tho empty 
talks of tho Congress. 

Concluding, Mr. Jinnah appealed to young mon not bo deluded, but to assort them 
solves and bo prepared for sacrifices for tho advancement of tho community and the 
freedom of tho country. 

Presidential Addrei* 

The menace (o democracy by tho totalitarian statos was evident at Munich, which 
saw tho triumph of tho Idea of tho oftcctivoooss of forco, declared tho Baja of 
Mahmtidnbad, presiding over tho Oonforoncn, 

As regards tho duties of Muslim atudonts, tho Rnj# said : “Wo oro ocenscd of 
isolating onrselvos from other communities In our country and using foar and hatred 
ns our weapons. It Is for yon, educated young men, to disprove tho charge by deeds.’ 1 
Tho Raja mado a pioa for strengthening the Muslim League, saying thao 
ho had found a spirit of antagonism against Muslims In tho country. Ho 
further explained that tho League wanted peace and iusttoo, but peace and jnnflot 
worn words without moaning. If there worn no snncltons to onforco thorn. Ho urged 
the stndonts to dovoto Iholr liolidnvs to adult education and said that Hie removal 
of Illiteracy was a very isudoblo object and tho labouring and agricultural classes 
claimod the spare time of educated young mon. 

Conoluding the President saldj “You who have tho future In yonr hands must 
cot forgot the past and its tradition but fill® traditions of tho past must not forgot 
chains which hold you back." 


The U. P, Students’ Conference 

Second Session—Allahabad—20tb, October 1938 

i *C or>!, J session of U. P. Students' Oonforunoo took place at tho Mayo Hall, 
Allahabad on tho 29th. October 1938 under tho presidency of Dr. Mu Ikraj An and. 
inuro whs a iar#o gathering boaldas students, when fho open hphbIob comnionmL 
prominent among thorn being Tandlt Amnruatba Jho, vice-chancellor, Prof. K. K, 
IHinttaciiorya, Dr. HusHlan Hahur of Lucknow University, and others, Mr. Ooirnl Das 
chairman of tho reception committee, welcomed (ho dolegalcs and distinguished 
visitors la a short nunool, pointing out that tho U. P. HtmiBUtB' Conferonco was 
in its inlanoy and that tlioy would draw up a programme for tho youth of tha 

vOtuitry, 


Mr. K. F. NitilMAs's Admijesb 

thc^h i^n^u' n . a ";.i W , ! ' 0 . r ? C0lT0<! “ ovation whon ho roso to speak. Raid that 
i n L h »( vlsltoj A! ahabad scvoral tlraoB, this was tho first occasion when ho 
Wtum . Wllh #D •■"‘•Motion Of students. Ho always fait more at csso 

, 10 com P ari y Of students. Ho reminded them that youth activities 

7vcry dty Uu(h L^ ry t fl ^ U I 00 T!, °y hr|,J !n ovory province, in 

llVeLZ Ji iflj'u' students organisations and they wore very aclivo. Tho 
luna**fv on Z™ P ,,,0 ! 1 i r < lu ° ‘o tho student community. Unfor- 

Mhou fo tho^rtiXat ^'i 1 ' lc V, u P hoav ol. thoro was slight disruption, disorgani¬ 
ze students . l „ Ho WM « ,a ' 1 tbat after an Interval of seme years 

me siuacnts of tho country wore reorganising In a proper manner. Ho bad not tbs 
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slightest doubt thnt if there wan a proper organisation among students the fnto 
of the coming Federation would bo the same as the fata of tho All Whito 
Commission (f.oud cheers). Ha considered that organizations and conferences like 
this worn more important than political organisations and political conferences. 
Because, if thoy examined tho history of all revolutions in tho world, in tho East 
or in tho West, It was tho students, tho youth of tho country who brought about 
nnd worked the revolution successfully, ilo luslanood Germany, Ireland, China, 
Russia, In all thoso countries tiie students mado their destinies. Ilo had not tho 
least doubt thnt tho destiny of this auciont land would be made and framed by tho 
youths and students alono. Ho urged tho students to get rid of the inferiority 
cnmidox from which they were suffering. What the students in Germany, In Russia, 
in China could do, thoy in India also could achieve the same tiling. So far ns tho 
spirit of nationalism, patriotism and eourgo was concerned Indiau students were a 
match to any students in tho world. It was only a question of opportunity, of 
organisation, unity and leadership. Incidoutaliy ho remarked that Hitler was tho ono 
man who had revived Germany within an incredibly short time and brought it to 
the presont levol which she occupied to-day. After the last war every body 
thought that Germany would not rise again fur centuries to come. Ho concentrated 
upon tho youth and the Rtudont community of Germany and organised them in a 
remarkable mannur. Ilo did not euro whether they took their degrees or not or 
whether thoy got through thoir examinations. Ilo wanted every young man between 
tho ages of 1G nnd 19 to become a fighter for the honour and self-respect 
of his country. 

i’roceoiing, Mr. Nariman said that tho object of conferences like this 
was to equip them for tho futoro task of citzonship, to make thpm soldiers of 
Bwnraj. Degrees and diplomas would not help in freeing them from their political 
bondage, Tho fault was not with tho student community. It was tbo fault of the 
pernicious system of education which had been imparted in this country. Tho 
object of tho western education was to make them loyal citizens, to he mere clerks 
without sny initiative. What wns the value of their degrees when hundreds of 
M. A'a nnd LL B’a applied for a single post carrying only Rs, 30 or 40 ? He 
exhorted the organisers of the conference to have a broader vision and wider 
outlook. Their objective must ho freedom of their land, lie was confident that 
if the stndents were brought together in their early days, in common playground, 
in elnsi-rooma and cosmopolitan gatherings there would be no communal quarrel 
nt all. Mr. Nariman advised tho students to give up ail sectarian labels. They 
nil belonged to this great land. Tho real typo of national education, according 
to him, was that students Bbould undertake educational trips. He also asked them 
to undertake educational trips during holidays to places like Moheojo Daro and 
*co the India of the past as revealed by the excavations there. They must also 
remove the cause of illiteracy from Ibis land. Every one must engage himself 
in some sort of voluntary public service. 

Mb. Sumus Bose’s Message 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose In the course of his message to the conference said: 

I have always had a close touch with the sudent movement in India and for 
various reasons. My experiences as a student convinced me years ago that 
students must hayo an organisation of their own, if thoy want to exist as self- 
respecting individuals and prepare themselves for their future career as citizens 
of a groat country. When f ceased to be n student in the narrow souse of the 
term, I resolved within myself that I would do very beat to lend a helping hand 
to tho future generation of students, if and when tho necessity arose. 

Students all over the world, regardless of thoir nations! barriers, look upoa them¬ 
selves as a fraternity and rightly too, It is not a more truism that tho students of 
to-day aro tho leaders of to-morrow and that they aro tho living embodiment of a 
nation's hopes and aspirations. Tho students represent, as a rule, the most Idealistic 
part of a nation and it is because of their innate idealism that the students of tho 
world foot thnt they are members of one great fraternity. It should bo our doty to 
foster this senso of solidarity among our students, so that through them, tho ludian 
people may be welded into ono nation for all timi to como. 

The students of a free country enjoy the rights which free men and free women 
usually enjoy but this Is not the case with our students. Our students suffer from 
tho handiosps which members of a subject race cannot avoid. They are looked upon 

50 
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as minora by iholr guardian at homo and outsldo and. by tho state, they aro usually 
regarded as political suspects. (Things havo improved slneo tho Congress Governments 
amo into oxlstonoo), In snoh cireum-ttaneos, students must learn to help themselves. 
They mast Insist on being treated as grown-up man and women and dotnand those 
rights which members of a froo nation ore ontitlod to. 

Not In frequently, students oomn into conflict with tho authorities, both educational 
and governmental. Conlliots with tho Federal authorities usually arise when they aro 
denied tholr rights as students mid with tho governmental authorities when tlsoy aro 
denied Uiolr rights as citizens. In either ease, students can hope to vindicate them¬ 
selves only when tho are proporly organised. Organisation, therefore, is their first 
anl foremost task. Stndonts' Conferences onn bo of lasting benefit only when they 
afford impetus. Organisation for vindicating students’ rights Is not, however, 
enough. Organisation should also aim at providing physical, intellectual and moral 
training so that students may, individually and oolleotivoly, turn out to bo better men 
and botler citizens, 

I am most decidedly of opinion that tho platform of the students’ movement 
should bo a broad-based ono and should ho open to studonts of all shades of opinion. 
It would bo n disaster if students belonging to a particular party or group or ideo¬ 
logy woro to attempt to capture ofijeo to tho exclusion of other students. If this 
happens, tho students’ movement will split and sovoral studonts’ federations wilt come 
into existence. In your deliberations, hold aloft before vour oyes the Idouls of liberty, 
equality, fraternity and progress and remember always that liberty means emancipa¬ 
tion from bondage of ovey kind—poll Ileal, social and economic. 


The Mysore Students’ Conference 


Preiidentlal Address 


The session of tho Mysore Students' Conference was hold at Mysore on tho 
lStb. October 1938, under Ilia presidency of Sj. 8<irat Chandra Base. In 
tho course of his address Mr. tiose sold :—I rospeot and love youth for this 
active prinoiplo, which is inherent in its very nature. I rospeot and love it 
lor three things ■ its idealism, lia courage and its unconquerable urgo towards finding 

an outlot for Idealism In action. As a matter of foot I look upon this last as tho 

most priceless gift of youth, for without tho trnpulso to translate ideas into action, 
ali tiro simmering tntolleotual and moral fife of youth, oil its treasures of faith and 
hope would bo condemned to more idle day-dreaming. 

In speaking of tho Idealism of youth I make a distinction between having vision 
and being a visionary, and to my mind tho distinution is fundamental. Vision enables 
us to rise above tlio distractions and irrulovanotes of imraedinio circumstances and 
k'>op our hold on essentials, while a visionary, by divorcing his idetils from reality, 
has foredoomed himself to a barren career. Idealists so utopian that they have no 

moorings In the workaday world or so lochia that they dare not take up tho challenge 

of reactionary forces, are of no value in tho onward maroh of humanity. They only 
help weak individuals to fly from reality and weave obent tliumsidvos nnsubstanlial 
reverios of wlsh-fullilmont. it has givun me a deop pain lo observe the sinus of this 
morbidity in certain sections of tho youth of Indiaf I apiioal to the youth of India 
to welcome toll as the hero's portion in life and become workors in the noblest and 
wiriest sense of tho word. _ In this conference, however, I am glad to bo able to say, 
1 nod no ground for misgiving. There is no sign among you of enfeebled purpose, 
wavering faith or waning enthusiasm. 


The lirat of the great considerations which await solution at our bands is tho 
realisation of tho essential unity of India. Tho moment wa begin to think of 
organising tho economic life of India on a sound basis or of defending her against 
«lnn^«tf I is rCS!,,r)0 f. ,Df ^'’heroes aro sure to break tho bounds of provincial domarca- 
,. , emhraeo the entire region marked off from the rost of the world by 

Thnlt;™?! 1 ;?* 0 D i H m , erB ?. n ,be north and the seas on the other aides, 
not vet ,n .' ndlan hfo aro not tho result of self-conscious effort, they havo 

uneven avnlnMnn** i ^'“ ro f > ® iDt ? regional nationalism ; they really spring from 
cfimmuhb-uHnn in i, 10 V* ill 0 , ®rea ®f tho country and difficulties of 

unification it t a i!' 0 T *° r , nfttur *l trend is, therefore. towards coalescenco and 

Ltlnn of India tr « nd will b ° Htrengtl.oned by the iadustriuli- 

M on of India which Is Inevitable. Modern industrial teohniquo requires for its 



-15 OCT. ’38 1 TOE MYSORE STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE 413 

profitable employment a largo area and ample resources in raw material. Soviet 
Russia and tho United States of America are striking examples of the truth of this 
assertion. India offers industrialism a field comparable Sa many respects to Russia 
and the United States, and I have already told you that sooner or later Industrialism 
ia hound to come to ns and upon us. This to my thinking will base a decisive 
effect on the problem of Indian nnity. The industrial revolution will pas3 over 
India like a steam roller flattening out all the petty diversities which at 
this hour cling to their separate existences and impede the full growth of 
the Indian nation. 

The desire for unity is not a now yearning in India nor the process of unification 
a recent growth. The one came into being and the other began long before the 
limes for which wo have epigraphic records. Both are symbolised in the great 
Aswamedha sacrifices enjoined in the Vedas. The process of unification continued 
through many vicissitudes. At times the forces of disruption secured a passing 
triumph but again the cohesive forces asserted themselves. In the sum-total, however, 
there has been no putting back of the clock but always a steady gain and to this gain 
both the foreigner and the Guptas, the Rajputs, tho Turks, the Ifoghuls, and the 
British, have all contributed. But strange as it seems, it is during British rate, when 
the process of unification appeared to reach its final consummation that the whole 
movement was suddenly and abnormally arrested. India is divided to-day into two 
arbitrary parts—an Indian India and a British India. An absolute Power with all 
the forces at its command has not only created the arbitrary division but also 
professes to guarantee the unnatural status quo. 

If there are any positive political forces working in India to-day, they are two, 
first, the determination to win freedom for every Indian wherever he lives, and 
secondly the yearning for the coalescence of peoples who speak the same language 
and share the same culture. But neither the British Government nor seemingly 

the States, seem to be aware of tbo strength of these forces. If they did, they 

would not have proposed a Federal Constitution which violates the fundamental 
assumption of federalism by seeking to maka federal components of units which, la 
the first place, have no natural existence as separata entities and secondly, are not 
uniform In their internal political development and organisation. 

I am. of course, aware that the theorists of the proposed Indian Federation argue 
that Federation merely connotes a special form of organisation among various com¬ 
ponent units and should in no wise be confounded with the nature of their internal 
government This, however, is a refinement of illogicality which will convince no one. 
Use theories of tho Divine Right of Princes and of the Sovereignty of the people 

wiil simply not live in amity side by side in India, as they have not lived anywhere 

in the world. The desire for freedom has a self-propagating energy, which re¬ 
cognises no artificial barriers. This is a fact which everyone in India should do well 
to boar in mind. 

The ex tent ion of popular government in the States is likely to have a profound 
effect on tho character of the Indian Federation. Speaking of the probable conse¬ 
quences of the establishment of democratic institutions in the States, an Indian Prince 
siys, one possible result of that eventuality will be *a movement among the different 
States for geographical readjustment of the territories of the varions States, or even 
for an amalgamation of a couple of conterminous Slates into one State. The example 
of the unification of Italy Is notable, and it exactly pomts to us the possible lino of 
action the peopie of the various States might take. The situation in India will bo 
much easier than what it was in Italy. The political ties and bonds, which will grow 
with the inauguration of tbo All-India Federation, and tho great nationalistic ideals 
are bound to carry tho peopie by storm. Moreover, it must be admitted that only; a 
very small percentage of the States can claim a great historical past and real political 
and cultural unitv which could save them from being amalgamated with others. The 
utter failure of the Princes to create local patriotism by means of political histories 
of their States aad their dynasties is bound to react on the future. The All-India 
outlook of the States' subjects is growing and is definitely displacing all thoughts and 
ideas of their loyalty to their rulers and more so the political organisation or unit, 
which has existed for no more than a conplo of centuries. The All-India ideals are 
sure to be encouraged bv economic pressure which will increase with the establish¬ 
ment of the Federation. The development of such an extreme situation is not likely to 
arise within a century or so, and much depends on other political events in India 
and also on the policy the Princes will follow in respect to their subjects. But 
whenever tlris position will arise, tho barriers which mark oat the boundaries of the 
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various small States will break down aod the poopla of these States will combine to 
create a (treat ami powerful State.'* 

I fully agree with this Priueo in Ins clear-sighted anticipation of the fnturo, bnt I 
do not think the final denouement of which he speaks is ns far away as ho conjec¬ 
tures. In my view, tbo union will come in our time. I beiiovu the future and real 
Federation of India will oumo Into being through the extension of tho principle of 
provincial redistribution already enunciated and adopted by tho Indian National Con¬ 
gress; and it will bo on tho lines of tho Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. Tbo 
great Uindi-speaklog bloo of Hindustan will be its coro in tho samo fashion as tho 
ltS.F.S.l{. and its periphery will bo formed by tho voluntary co-operation of units 
speaking the other major languages. This will give full scope to tho longing for unity 
and autonomy at tho samo timu which forms tho warp aud woft of tho political aspi¬ 
rations of modorn Indians. 

Tho second great consideration is that of tho removal of tho appalling 
poverty of tiio masses of India. Tho Indian worker and tho Indian peasant 
live a life bereft not only of the refinements of civilisation but ovon of the 
means of baro physical sustenance. There is an inflmmtial and imposing body of 
thought which holds the ompiiatio view that poverty will never be eliminated 
from humau soeioty without tho elimination nine of capitalism and tho o nssos, 
fjtemohijw or other, my mind has always shrunk from historical detorminism of 
this kind. I am myself a believer in Socialism, although 1 am afraid after tho 
confession of my doubts about the inevitability of class-war, My socialism 
will bo labelled as of a very pink brand by those who flaunt its banner of 
flaming scarlet. Yet, I would repeat, I am a sincere Socialist. If, nevertheless, 
I have not been able to accept tho theory of class-war in its entirety, it is 
because of a belief that it does not rovoat tho whole truth of human revolution. 
Investigation has shown that Nature is not as oruel as she was supposed to be : 
that thero is an unreasoning animal behaviour as muoii play of tho social and 
altruistic Impulse as of stark egotism. Marx could not and did not take full 
account of this fact. Although It Is uo reflection upon his gonius that ho was 
unabio to anticipate coming discoveries, this is a Haw in ins argument which 


cannot be domed. 

To the Indian mind, -tho theory of olass-war does not appeal, and this is 
not duo ontirely to religious belief, contemptuously tormod by Marx tho nar- 
cotio of peoples, Tho entire course of Indian history and tho unfolding of 
Indian civilisation have been dominate 1 by tbo spirit of toleration. This iuducod 
us in tho past, to seek the reconciliation of jarring oiomentH by lovo and 
toleration, and by tho same process of harmonisation and co-ordination by which 
life reconciles all the bewildering varieties of its manifestations on earth. Soma of 
this spirit of synthesis still lingers in us. That is why mauy Indians, truo to tho 
heritage of our ancient civilisation oad to tho ethics of our national life, rouoil 
instinctively before tho notion of class-conflict. 

There is one peculiar featuro in tho Indian situation which makes mo anticipate 
tho bloodless introduction of socialism in Iudia and, with it, tho peaceful redis¬ 
tribution of material goods among ull classes of Indians. That peculiar featuro is 
tho want of grit in tho privileged olassos in ludia, I do not boliovo that these 
classes in our country will over bo oapably of organising themselves into Fascists 
and Nazis tn the manner of Western bourgeoisie or offer tho samo frenzied and 
dour resistance. Those in India who are now seemingly opposed to tho larger 
economic interests of the masses aro a weary and onfooblod class. They 
approximate mere to tbo emigre type, who, If they would cling to their past 
rights, would not make much of an effort to dofond thorn from others. This 
is a consideration which holds out some sort of a consoling hope that India at any 
rate will lo spared tho painful spectacle of seeing her sons faco ono another 
in sened ranks of organised and implaoable hatred. 

t, i-V al thero is a good deal that wo can do boforo class-confliot comes to 

• °° ‘ , assumption that it is inevitable. India’s potential resources for support- 

.U*„ .if j’f,"*' 110 f, , av . r j no * Jot boon tapped and worked to a titho of their capacity, 
i r«. n i !« °J 8 ’’ l;i L? 11 , Straying tho interests of tho masses if wo decide for tho 
’ . f,: W 1 S! i,n Hni framework ot the existing Hocial order to develop industry 

that this i«°™S r 'll 1 l0 ^n 1 ortla f; H > tho full-fledged boliovor in class-conflict will argue 
A licst that f till i’VM? a reformist's palliative, uud that his is tha bettor path, 
that the 'better* is tho enemy of lh^^d/ ame “ Ueh a ‘ Jmir0<1 b * P r3ctical m ' ja - 
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I now como io tho problem of seaming comploio independence for India or, Puma 
Swaraj as it baa boon coiled, Tiio Imiina National Congress has been striving for 

this und for more than fifty yearn. It is my boliuf (hat with tho Indian National 

Congress io actual powor in all but two provinces of India wo have reached s very 
important mihstono in our onward march, In every province in which tho Congress 
is in power, it Iibs been decisively shown that whilo the Congress would not shrink 
from tho task of Government and would woluomo it as an opportunity for bringing 
about a reconstruction of our national life, it would never tolerate compromise on tho 
issue of independence and national dignity. liy doing so, tho Congress has pro¬ 
claimed that oflieo for its own sake posseses no lure for it. Our ultimate success 

in securing untrammelled power in tho provinces of British India is almost assured. 

Wo have now to carry the fight a stago further and establish the power of the Con¬ 
gress and with it of tho popular will in fields where they do not yet exercise an 
effective voice. Those fields aro mainly two. Central Government and tho Indian 
(states. So far as Central Government Is concerned, tho necessary preludes to an 
extension of democratic principles to that sphere is resistance to tho Federal Scheme 
as it has boon drawn up and enacted. At tiio Centro, the Government of India 
Act of 19115 bans for nil timo not solely tho control but tho participation cven_ of 
tho Indian peoplo in defence and external affairs. This is a denial of the birth-right 
of a nation in which no Indian with any self-respect, whatever the shade of his 
political opinion can for a moment acquiosoe. No Indian, unless ho is false to his 
country and to his own sense of self-respect, enn ovon discuss the Federal Schema 
until these and other objectionable features, aro totally removed. I say this with all 
tho emphasis at my command because tboro has been some underground muttoriogs of 
late tba\ after somo minor modifications have boon made, tho Indian National Gangress 
is likely to accept tho Federal Scheme. 

Coming now to tho question of the Indian States, I would roitorato my betief 
that tho introduction of the democratic form of government in them is inevitable 
sooner or tutor. Wo feel that tho freedom movement is likely to bo moro spontane¬ 
ous and have a broiulor basis if it draws its main strength from tho people of tho 
States. It is of cottrso unnecessary to add that tho Congress organisation ia 
British India would welconso organisations and activities analogous to its own in the 
states. But it desires at the sumo time to have them as equals and allies, stronglhon 
one another rathor than as mere links in its chain. 

Tho immense hold of tho Congress on the people of British India springs from 
its boundless potentialities for growth .and expansion. Dynamic adaptability has ever 
been tho outstanding quality of its outlook aud prineiplo. As tho years have brought 
in the leaven of new idoas. it has given proof of its capacity for organic growthlry 
responding to those influences. As time mirohos tho Congress will march too. I invite 
y-»u and through you the entire youth in India to join this onward march. 

I appeal to tho youth of India to bo op and doing, to bold themselves in 
readiness, to staud at arms, so to say, for another reason also. Tho acquiescence 
of Franco and Great Britain has not placated Hitler, nor is tboro any reason 
to believe that Mussolini has abandoned bis Roman ambitions. If anything, the 
Governments and tho peoples of tho two democratic powers seem to be moro 
determined than over thali’tbeir rearmament should bo carried to tho farthest 
limit and that there shall be no relaxation of tho air-raid precautions. This has 

only ona meaning 5 that the clash Is postponed, not averted. 

This clash, when it comes, can have ono of two results, and no other. Either 
tho Fascist powers will win and Great Britain and Franco shrink into minor 

powers ; or there will be an end for ever of totalitarianism on earth following a 
victory of democracy and liberty. Io tho latter ovent, tho nominal victors will 
of course bo Great Britain and Franco, but thoir victory will have been won by 
tho co-operation and sacrifices of all the free lom-loving dements of tiio world and 
not by the out-worn and decadent imperialistic coteries of tho two countries. In 
either case, India will bo faced by a fateful situation. With tho lessons of the 
past history of India io my mind I cannot forget that a sudden disappearance, 
forced or voluntary, of tho existing system of government may recall to life all 
thoso turbulent anarchio forces which in tho eighteenth eontnry made a 
tragedy of our national life. We shall havo to bo strong io order to be able to 
resist these forces, just as wa shall havo to bo strong to escape a renewed 

spell of foreign domination. 
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Resolution* 

Tho following resolutions woro passed by tho Conference : — 

Ths Conference affirmed its faith in tho principles of non-violonco and truth and 
paid its homago to Mahatma Gandhi oa tho occasion of his seventieth birthday. 

Tho Conference condemned tho repressive policy of tho Trnvancorn Government 
and sympathised with Congressmen in their heroic stand in tho struggle for freedom, 

Tho Maharaja of Mysore was requested to inaugurate a now constitution for 
Mysore with full responsible government, to repeal the Press Aot, to restore civil 
liberties, to introduce a Debt Relief Act and Prohibition, to throw open tho Aluzrai 
temples to Burijans, and to onoourage tlm growth of trndo unions in Mysore. 

Tho Conference sympathised with tho people of Hyderabad, Kashmir, Ktjkof, and 
Dbenkaoal in their struggle for freedom. 

Tho Conforonoo urged tho Government to give froo education to girls in tho middto 
School stage. Tho Education Department was urged to make Hindustani compulsory 
la high schools, either in tho Hindi or in tho Urdu script. 

Tho Conforonoo urged tho Government to make tha regional language tho medium 
of instruction in ail grades of education. Tho Mysore Univorsity should make Ka- 
auada tha medium of instruction. 

Tho Conforonoo demanded fho immediate release of ali political prisoners uncondi¬ 
tionally, in Indian States and British India, whether they woro dotainod with or 
without trial, 

Tho Conference declared its atlogianco to tho ideal of independence, adumbrated 
by the Indian National Congress. As tho Federal part of tho Government of India 
Act was retrograde morally, politically and economically, it supported tho Congress in 
their efforts to resist Fudoration and combat tho Government of India Aot. 

The Punjab Muslim Educational Conference 

A committee to scrutinise tho Wardha schemes of oduoation from the Muslim 
point of view and another to explore all possible avenues to give a vocational bias to 
tho education of Muslims ware formed at the Punjab Educations! Conference, which 
concluded its deliberations at Lahore on the 29th. December 1938, 

Tho Conforonoo further directed fho Working Committeo to circulate the 
recommendations of this committcoj whoa received among tho headmasters of all 
Muslim institutions and olhor Muslim educationists in tho Provinco and nftor inviting 
their opinions, present a consolidated report to the Central Standing Committoo. 

By another resolution tho Conforonoo urged on tho Punjab Government the 
necessity of no amending tho constitution of tho Punjab University bo as to ensure 
Muslims gutting thoir duo share iu tho administration of tho Univorsity. 

Tho Conference urged upon tho Government tho nocossily, of so regulating tho 
expansion of girls' education in tho Province as to ensure tho Muslim com¬ 
munity getting its rightful share in tha money spent out of tho public revenues 
for the purpose. 

Thr Conference viewed with “alarm tho tondoncy to substitute other languages 
for Urdu as medium of instruction and plaeos on record its considered opinion that 
Inasmuch as Urdu is spoken and understood throughout tho Provinco Jt should not 
only continue to bo employed os tho medium of instruction in Govorument aud board 
middle schools as heretofore but that it should also bo used as such upto tho 
matriculation standard. Tho conference tlioroforo, requests the Government to taka 
stops to give effect to this recommendation.” 



The Convocation Addresses 

The Dacca University Convocation 

Tho following fs the text of tbo Convocation Address delivered by the Rt. 
Hon'ble Sir Akbar Hydari. President of H. E. H. the Nizam’s Exeeotivo Couoeil 
at tho Convocation of tho University of Dacca hold oa tho 20th, July 1938 :— 

Tbo University of Dacca is fortunate in occupying a unique position among tho 
homes of learning in this country. You were the first-fruits, as it were, of tho 
Calcutta University Commission, to whoso epoch-making Report the debt owed by 
Indian educationists is by no means liquidated. You wore also privileged to begin 
your work under the most favourable auspices, for you had tho benefit of the brilliant 
direction of Sir Philip Liartog, your first Vice-Chancellor. 

It was not merely in the circumstances of its creation and in the personality of 
its first Vice-Chancellorship, that your University was favoured by fortune ; it enjoys 
the additional advantage of connection with a great contre of Indian culture. The 
city of Dacca was well fitted to become tho home of a University, which stands for all 
that is best and most enduring in tho combind cultures of India and of tho Western 
World, Throughout tho neighbourhood, of which Dacca is tho capital, archaeological 
remains, still to bo discerned, give eviJunes of a great and varied history. The very 
name of your City is attributed by some to tha Hindu goddess Dhakeswarf, whose 
shrino is located hero. Surviving monuments in your district preserve the names of 
the famous Jhasa Pal and Chandra Pal; while, if local tradition Is to be trusted, the 
villages of liikrampur recalls the even earlier fame of tha groat Vikramaditya. 

To this early basis of traditional Hindu and Budhist culture, the Muslims have 
male their own contribution. Such distinguished Governors as Mir Jumla, connected 
also with Dacca history, and Sholsta Ebon, nephew of the Empress Nurjahan, main¬ 
tained a brilliant Court and enriched your City with magnificent public buildings. 
Indeed, the traditions of Khaista Khan are preserved to this day In the well-known 
style of architecture, to which ho has given his name. 

To tho Hindus and tho Muslims, there have succeeded tbo British, with their own 
contributions to the lifo and prosperity of your City, and as aids to your economy 
several industries have sprung u? 6loee their advent, among these the great jute 
industry. 

Based in this manner upon the foor great streams, which together contribute so 
much of colour and movement to tho broad river of our culture—the Hindu, tho 
Buddhist, tho Muslim, nod tho Christian—your groat City is supremely fitted to bo 
the home of a University such as yours, which takes alt knowledge, whether ancient 
or modern, whether of tho East or of the West, as its distinctive province. 

Under the stress of modern conditions, wo sometimes forget what is still the pri¬ 
mal function of a University. In ancient days, tn oar own country as well as is tbo 
West, a university was a gathering-place of peopte, eager to learn and clustering 
round famous men who could teach them. Tbo ancient ideal tended to be forgotten, 
both in the East and in some parts of the West, and a university was regarded 
merely as an examining body, conducting serai-inquisitorial functions. Yon la Dacca 
were tho first among tho modern Universities in India to strike out against such 
distortion. Yon realised that to discharge tho dotles which universities should fulfil, 
certain things were necessary. Students must live near their teachers : for this 
reason, Dacca became a residential university. In the next place, studenis mnst have 
access to their teachers ; for this reason, Dacca has established the tutorial system. 
In the third place, learning must be both imparted and enhanced ; for this reason, 
you founded a strong tradition of research and of original work. Finally, the univer¬ 
sity must bo a focus of intellectual activity ; for this reason, yon devoted assiduous 
care and attention to the creation and maintenance of a magnificent library. 

Bat we do not live for ourselves alone. We, Members of tho Faculties, Graduates 
and Under-graduates of the University of Dacca, all owe certain duties to oar mother¬ 
land, not only as individual citizens but also as members of a great academic 
institution. 
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ThorO is ono problem, which alike in its gravity nn-l in itfl national importance, 
claims our primary attention, I mean the problem oh the differences tiiat appear to 
exist between tho two principal commnnities of India, I for ono refuse to believe, 
that those differences nro not capable of a lasting solution, such ns woatd, on tho 
basis of a common nationalism and of national endeavour in the service of a common 
patrimony, lead to mutual rospeot and understanding. Wo am perhaps too religinns- 
minded a people to follow tho more radical path of secularisation which countries 
lidco Turkey have adopted. Religion outers ovary detail of our daily life, bnt It docs 
not follow necessarily that. In so entering. It should servo to take away from us tho 
qualities of sympathy and toleration, which tho teachings of every religion Inculcate. 
That distinguished philosopher of our time, Ur. Bertrand Russell, has pointed out 
that the strongest of our collcotivo passions aro group-hatred and group-rivalry, and 
whatever tho cause or causes which lead to suoli hatred and rivalry between tho two 
Indian communities—whothor political, economic or cultural—tho fact that such 
hatred and rivalry are based upon religion makes them tho least appreciable ami 
perhaps (ho most tragic of all. Yet hero, in this University and in Universities like 
ft, which have all the blessings of tho atmosphere which surrounds n house of learn¬ 
ing, we can learn and show to ourselves and to others tho value of toleration ami 
sympathy, and tho baneful elTcota of hatred and jealousy. I know that yon In Dacca 
have done much to learn those lessons and lo exemplify them. This Is but natural, 
for you have not only flisten'd Muslim education ; you have advrncod further in that 
you havo also provided points of understanding between Hindus nod Muslims. In an 
ago whon tho bittnrnoss of rivalry luus led even orstwhiie protagonists of nationalism 
and unity— I spoafc of mou of both communities—to profess disillusionment, and nil 
tho modern weapons of publicity and propaganda nro being diverted from tin-ir true 
end, and aro being omployod for creating and expressing the unodifylng passion of 
hatred, a spirit such as yours Is widely needed, if wo aro to be true to our mother¬ 
land nod to oorRolvos, This country, which has given us birth, has not sprung from 
any one race, creed or culture, and tho pages of its history aro writ largu with tho con¬ 
tributions, not of any ono community but of ail tho different communities, which it has 
nursed and who havo given collectively of their best to mako of it n beautiful 
land. We havo received from our past a heritage of magnificence and splendour, 
and you have only to look at the grandeur and refinement, symbolised in tho 
sculpture of Ellora and frescoes of Ajantn, or in tho beauty and grace enshrined 
in the Taj Mahal, to derive lasting inspiration from the very fact of their co¬ 
existence, In our life and customs, speech and thought, wo in fact accommodate 
the different cultures that gave birth lo these monuments. Yet, Is it not n tragedy 
that those very factors, which should inspire unity and assist the growth of a 
national consciousness, are to-day being used to emphasise separation ? Urdu or 
Hiodusthani, for example, which by Its very origin symbolises tho efl’irt of 
Hindus and Muslims to understand each other through the medium of a common 
tongue is being tu-day characterised ns tho langUBgo of a particular community 
and hair-splitting discussions are being attempted on the rival claims of different 
dialect* ? To tho vocabularies of our language and ol these dialects, unfamiliar 
words aro being added from distant languages, In order to emphasise the 
differences rather than tho similarities. Our common festivals, too, which are 
occasions when tho joys and sorrows of ono community are Bhared by the others, 
arc last becoming occasions for communal clashes, while movements aro on foot 
even lo boycott these meeting-grounds of tho two communities, whero their two 
cultures mix and fuse, 

You, however, in tho community life which is go admirable n feature of your 
University, have opportunities, shared, alas, by two few other Indian students, of 
appreciating the strength of tho lies which bind us all together as ono people. 
Just as a wider outlook and a national consciousness will rid us of tho trammels 
of obstructive parochialism or sectional claims, ono way In which wo can all 
assist. In creating a wide national front by way of outlook and effort, is to 
dissociate onreelves from sectional or "communal" activities ; let us undertake, 
for example, never to belong to any institution that represents such purely 
sectional or communal endeavour. Anothor way lies—If 1 may use the term—in 
"decommunalrslng" onr histories.—Dcscazes had said of the needs of France daring 
the Restoration : "RoyaliBe the nation and nationalise royalty,” Similarly, let us 
“(kcomrounnligo” our histories which urgently require such treatment. You will 
be glad lo learn that tho Education Department in Hyderabad has just produced 
tho first of its history text-books lor school, based upon this principle, Bud is 
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shortly to follow it ap with simitar text-books designed for other stages of tho 
education o! oar younger generations, A third way, perhaps a more assiduous 
and leisurely but none tha less an effective way, lies in tho study of science or 
mysticism, tho store-rooms, respectively, of logic and precision, spirituality and 
tho inner meaning of religion. To tho scientist and tho mystic the whole world 
or mankind is one ; differences of faith to the one havo but an objective signi¬ 
ficance, while to tho other they denote absence of true spiritual perception. 

Yot another problem of gravity and importance is tho problem of India’s 
poverty. Incidentally, tho giving of duo importance to this problem and to tha 
economic motif In aoveral movements, which appear ostensibly to be communal 
will not only servo to distinguish tho economic from tho pnrely communal 
conflicts, but also put in their proper places tho communal and economic questions, 
that faco us. In examining these nnd kindred problems and their real importance, 
in relation to tha lifo and well-being of our people, our Universities and their 
research faculties can bs tho clearing-houses of such examination, where experience 
and information can bo pooled anu sifted, and tho adjustments necessary for our 
lifo as a nation on the path of progress can bo formulated. That such adjustments 
are needed is apparent to any one, who looks at the d'tTorent aspects of the lifo of 
India today, particularly when tho task of nation-building has over a fairly wide 
field been entrusted now for tho first time to Indian hands. Let us, therefore, 
start with a full realisation of tho responsibilities that lie ahead and with unity 
among ourselves. 

One of tho aljastmonts wo have to make among many others, in order that wo 
may make our equipment in different Odds accord with the life nnd requirements of 
our people, is tho rooenstraction of our education. On this subject about 13 years 
ago I made certain suggestions when I was privileged, to tho same way as now, to 
deliver tho Convocation Address of our sister University in the Punjab and from 
which, in view of tho reeeat discussions, may I detain you with a few quotations ? 

I then urged whetho: Instead of having three different Btages—Primary, Secondary 
and University—into which education is at present divided nnd in which tho 
object of each stage is the preparation for the next higher stage, “it is not 
possible to have three distinct classes of EJue&tion, each self-contained, having a 
well-defined goal and each specially adapted to the attainment of that goai. ... 
Thus ‘"the first and most important stage of education, which I would prefer to 
call Essential education, ought to include all subjects which are of primary 
importance—subjects, the knowledge of which is useful to every citizen of tho 
State, whatever trade, calling or profession ho or she may choose to follow, as 
tending to increased efficiency or better citizenship,”...This course would, with 
suitnblo Readers, Syllabus, and School Libraries, inolude through tha medium of tha 
vernacular most of the present Middle Sohool course and even something of tho 

present High School course. These “Schools should not be merely literary—text 

book reading schools—but should have a practical side—agriculture, gardening, cottage 
Industries (if thoy are in the districts), arts and crafts {if they are in the city). An 
experiment an these lines, which we are conducting in Hyderabad, shows how much 
creator progress tha boy, who dovoies a part of This time to learning tho use of bis 
hands for some trade, can make in tho soma time even in tho ordiuary curriculum 
laid down for the primary and secondary stages. On the completion of tha essential 
course thus desigood, the boy would either for tho practice of agriculture or soma 
trade, for which tho primary education so organised might be regarded as his techni¬ 
cal education, or ho would enter” a High School...... These Schools “should each of 

them aim at giving a vocational training complete and adequate as far as it goes,” 
and would include Schools of Engineering, Medicine, Law, Government Secretariat, 
Commerce, and Business with a less protected and expansive course than the preseat, 
which would give the country and, especially tho village side, Doctors, Engineers, 
Lawyers, Agriculturists aud Businessmen, etc,, expecting but a moderate remunera¬ 
tion...... 

“Tho University would then taka charge of students after thoy had emerged from 
these vocational High Schools wooding out such as proved themsolves inadequate or 

undesirable",.which means that it would “take charge of the direct instruction and 

training only of a limited number of selected students—limited by the ability of the 
students themselves to follow tho University course, and limited also by the number 

required to satisfy tho estimated needs of tlte country.What I may call tho lower 

acuvies of the Oaiversity would thus be simplified and abridged, allowing it more 
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freedom to pursito its higher activities, by which I mean research and specialisation 
and also, tho investigation, consideration and solution of tho educational and cognate 
problems which from time to time nriao in every oiviiisod country, sftmo times bo- 
cotning as ncuto as its political problotns, and wbioh tho calm impartiai judgment 
of the Seamed, working in an atmosphere free from all suspicion of racial, communal, 
bnreaacratio or political taint, can best solve." 

Accompanied by a vocational bias from the earliest stages, these proposals, on 
which tho educational system of Hyderabad is being reorganised, will eventually 
result in adapting our 'educational system to tho needs of our people and thereby 
diminish the number of unemployed which is likely to inoroase, if education remains, 
as it largely is to-day, divorced from tho realities of our eoonomy. This does not, 

howover, mean that any great limitations, except those of fitness and requirement, 

will be placed id tho way of those, wiio wish to benefit by a study of tho humani¬ 

ties or tho liberal sciences which go so largely to the making of culture in a man. 
What it does prevent is tho repetition of that tragio situation, by which multitudes 
of young men, wholly unfitted for a University career, are allowed—nay, forced—to 
enter the Universities in tho hope of securing sonic quite subordinate clerical 
employment or other. From the walls of your University are bound to emerge 

theso who will play in the future an activo indeed a directing part in many branches 

of the educational structure, and tha sumo holds truo of tho different Universities 
that to-day function in India. It is largely your task, therefore, to do planning in 
education, so as to bring it ns far as possible in consonance with your needs. 

I have spoken already on tha ncod to "docommnnaliso" our histories. I am only 
thinking aloud o[ course, but I venture in that process to make a further suggestion 
to you for what it may bo worth. Many of you must no doubt have read and been 
interested to read of the suggestion made by Mr, JI, G. Wells regarding tho necessity 
of a world encyclopaedia to net ns a compendium, constantly kept up-to-date, of 
knowledge in all its branches. Whether a scheme so ambitious as this will 
materialise in our own time I cannot say. But 1 am convinood that a project of 
this kind, if applied on a more modest scale to our awn connlry, would be of real 
and lasting utility. Co-operation between tlio Uni varsities of India might well result 
in tho creation of an Indian Encyolopnsdia designed for tho same purpose, though 
perhaps not executed on tho same linos. A work situ It ns this where' knowledge of 
all that pertains to India can bo oo-ordlnatod and made available for tho general 
benefit, would not only lead to bettor nud more exact information but nlso, 1 am sure, 
strengthen our own feelings of oneness as a people and our responsibility to our 
.country and to each other. 

One last word now to those of my young friends, whether Graduates or Under 
gradates of this Univorsity. who have still thoir lives before them to live. Perhaps 
at no epoch of our history had any generation of tho youth of this country before 
St a greater task or greater chances of fulfilling that task than Iho present. That 
chance exists wherever you took, provided (burn is manhood to undertake it. May 
vou my young friends, realise the scopo ol work which is yours and the great 
future which you can mako not only for yourselves but for onr people 
as a whole. 


The Madras University Convocation 

The following la tho text of the address delivered by Sir Alirza M. Ismail, 
Dowan of Mysore, at the Convocation of the University of Madras held ou the Sih. 
August 1938 :— 

To-day tho world lieB before you with its hopes and fear. But what a changed 
worid it is from ours I When we sat out from the University, peace, democratic 
advance, international division of labour were the watchwords. It seemed tho end of 
ono age, the beginning of another. The European concert of nations apparently hod 
established itself on a firm basis, and any fi ietion that might arise seemed easily 
soluble by the ordinary methods of diplomacy. Even tho war between Russia and 
Japan was regarded by somo as not wholly evil if, as Boomed possible, it would bring 
to an end tho bad old system of despotic rule in Russia. Democracy was blazing its 
trail in the most unlikely places. Turks, Persians and Chinese were setting their feet 
on paths which were likely to lead to some measure of democratic control. In Russia 
tncro was tho newly-created Duma which appeared to mark a stage in the movement 
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towards popular power. The economic machine seemed Jestincd to run smoothly, with 
ft wonderful equilibrium between the worktop parts. The tropical countries were 
producing foodf-tuffs and raw materials and the ’Western countries Industrial goods. 
There was a struggle lor markets, but nobody questioned the principle o£ international 
division ol labour, 

Is'ofs is 1905 

But what of India meanwhile? Here there was not. perhaps, perfect peace. The 
surface of tlto waters was disturbed by the strenuous efforts of that dynamic person¬ 
ality. I/srd Onrzon, to improve tho efficiency of the administration. But in spito of 
some perturbations, the people as a whole did not loss faith In tho good intentions of 
the nnthn with whom Destiny had brangh them into close association. So it was 
that Gokhalo set oat on his famous pilgrimage to England. Next came the fateful 
meeting with John Motley and then—at last—tho beginnings of India’s laborious 
journey towards self-government. That groat political sage, it may bo noted, bad no 
belief Sn tho valne of parliamentary institutions in this country, thinking them ansuited 
to the conditions here. 

your world is not, I fear, as placid and hopeful as ours was. Wo 

Paw tho vision of tho woild, and all the wonder that would bo; 

Saw *te heavens fit! with commerce, argosies of magic sails; 

We looked foi .vard to a timo when 

The war-drum throbbed no longer, and tho battle-flags were forlod 
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of tho world. 

But those dreams havo disappeared in the lurid light of tho new day, and wo hoar 
The Hr,ovens filled with shooting, and there rained a ghastly dew 
From the nations’ airy navies grappling in tho central bino. 

This contrast between onr hopes of thoso yeais and tho tragic facts of to-day is 
not merely a pool’s fancy' impressed into my for vice, M. Andre Maurois, the well- 
known French writer, has very lately described tho poignant contrast between the 
bricht hopes of the pro-war decade of this century, and tho sombre realities of to-day 
under the caption “Tho tragic decline of the humane ideal.” Ho savs, “Tho humane 
ideal, whoso notde aims were generally respected before the World War, has 
declined during the last ten years to a condition of primitive violence and cruelty. 
We are again becoming acc«stom>-i to the ferocity of which several centuries of 
civilization had seemed to euro the human race ; and this now barbarity is far more 

dangerous than that of the savages because it is armed by science.At nearly 

every point the forces of civilization seem to be sounding a retreat.Tho peace of 

Europe protected a great civilization. And now in 1938 what is left of this wonder¬ 
ful security ? A good part of the world is already at war. Menacing shadows loom 

threateningly over tho test of the planet.Economic isolation, once dreaded, bas 

become an ideal. Nations blockade themselves. It seems as if, in spite of the 

immense progress mode by science, and perhaps even as a result of this progress, wo 
are entering into a now period of barbarism.” In Lamartine's words, “Barbarism re¬ 
commences by the excess of civilisation." 

This Would To-dat 

You live indeed in & changed and changing world, ft harrying and disordered 
world. Now we know, to our cost, that tho era of peaco in which we pursued oar 
studies cams to an end in 1914. Tho Great War was to make the world safe for 
democracy and by war to end war. Is our world to-day safe or democratic ? Has 
tho War ended war or is it not destined to be the precursor of another—a far more 
terriblo war ? We live in a woild which is being taught or forced to deny tha 
brotherhood of mao. Rigid doctrines enforced by Iron-handed men have taken hold 
of a largo part of mankind and are contending for mastery over the rest. Treaties 
ate violated with impunity ; warfare goes on. Tho bold plan for international co¬ 
operation has failed. 1 tie world will ba destroyed either by the war that is appre¬ 
hended or bv tho burden of preparation for the war that does not come ! And 
these war-burdens fall on the shoulders of people already haif-strangled by limitations 
imposed on mutual trade. As tho “New York Post” has summed up the sitnation, “one 
of tha greatest bidden war dangers in Europe is that the armament burden of ‘peace’ 
will become so intolerable that war will no longer appear catastrophic is comparison.” 

Conditions is India 

Bat to torn lo the happier side of tho picture. If world conditions have worsened 
things seem to have improved in India, Our hopes seem now to bo much nearer 
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reallzation. Tho modest instalment of reform tinker the Morely-Minto schemn and 
tiso appoinment of Lord Sinha and other Indiana to paaitions of high responsibility 
Gaum'd ihom an amount of excitement which to-day almost mnkes one smile. Now wo 
linvo self-government in tho province, and (ho project of a United India with largo 
lowers of self-determination . is engaging the thoughts of Britain and India. But 
changes in government taka second place fo tho really remarkable change in tho spirit 
and tho outlook of tho people. Increased self-oonfidooco and with it increased self- 
respect, disnppenianca of any cult of yiolonoo and the growing power of (he gospel 
of non-violence—these are signs of the times. Now wo find Indian statesmen res¬ 
pected figures not only in tho conuoiis of tbeir own country nod of tho British Com¬ 
monwealth. but nlso in lire world at largo. _ 

What then oro the nett results ? Wo liyo in an npa which is full of terrifying 
possibilities, but hero in India our position Is far happier and prouder than seemed 
possible in tho early years of this oentury. 

CostMUfUUSlf 

Thorn Is, however, one oloud on the horizon. I rofor to Ilia spectre of eoramuna- 
lism, In communities which are Inrgo ond whoso oornposition has been influenced 
by many historical factors, particularly in communities which have been subject to 
invasion, Ihora aro bound fo ho small groups which rotalu thoir own individual 
characteristics. The relationship hotweon tho larger group and tho smaller one is 
hound to be difficult. The larger unit cannot afford to ignoro tho smaller because 
that would destroy all real unity. Nor can tho larger unit sock fo mould tho smaller 
into r common pattern of culture ond deny it political rights ; for that would 
merely load to disintegration. To deny lo the minorities their right to a full share 
in the commonwealth, and full soopo to follow thoir own religions fuith and develop 
thoir own culture would ha distiuotly indefensible. What Is most disquieting in tho 
present situation is Slur souse of separateness of tho minorities and the impatient 
attitude of tho large groups towards the smaller. 

Tho problem of minorities has had to bo faood in other purls of tho world and 
has not proved nllopolhor incapable of solution. In Central Europe. Teuton snd 
Blav have fought with eaoh other in tho past and now live side by sido, although, 
it must bo admitted, not always in amity. To-dny in Czeahosiovakia wo seo what 
tremendous issues may hang on this 'difficult matter of minority rights. We in 
India should tako a warning from the history of post-war States such as Czecho¬ 
slovakia which, like India, is a stato of nationalities, not n national stnto. In sumo 
respects our own position horn is hotter. Only in recent yearn has tho Uiudu- 
Muslim problem, perhaps tho most difficult of minority problems, boon forced into 
unpleasant prominoneo. Eor years the two oommilnilius have iivud together in 
friend-hip and peace. Why should limy not do so now '{ 

What wo perhaps most need bath as individuals and ns a pooplu, is tolerance, 
tolerance for tho views nud nets of others. Tho roots of cnromunalism liu deop in 
human nature. Therefore it Is that wo in India should bo specially careful. If only 
we could discipline ourselves to adopt, not in words only but also in deeds, a 
sympathetic and friendly attitude, especially towards tho religious beliefs and 
practices of others, how happy our oountry would bo and how happy wo should 
be ourselves! Believe mo, it needs no groat effort to do that, It Ib only a question 
of making up one’s mind. I appeal to you to fry „to do it. You will bo giving, I 
assure you, great pleasure to yourselves, and what is inoro, to Others, and (ho 
greatest of all pleasure Is to give pleasure to others. 

The PtionuKa or Uhesiploviiest 

Tho accentuation of communal bitterness and tho widening of communal cleavage 
aro not. however, tho only disquieting features In tho poSiiical and social landscape 
of mir country. Tho economic pattern of tho country Rooms to bo unhappily cons¬ 
tructed as far as concerns tho prospects of tho young men who go out of Iho portals 
of the Ifnivorsity. Bagidiot wrote: ’ 

“f’nnplo contrive to And work to employ them ; body and bou) are kept together. 
And this is what mankind has to show for its six thouaand years of foil and 
trouble f ' 

. *.’ ut wtlat would Bagohot hnvo said of a social fobrio that admits of, as it does 

in f.urope and America, millions of people to remain unemployed for months and 
oven years t If wo compare conditions in India when I wbb leaving tho University 
with those obtaining to-day, it would appear that there was thee greater correlation 
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between the nnrober of graduates and tho number of posts and openings available 
in the professions and Government service. We conld look forward with confidence 
to ready employment of a kind suited to oar equipment in fbo economic framework 
of tho country. The graduate of to-day, I am sorry to say, cannot have the same 
confident outlook. 

1 /rokiog back over three docades, wo sea that a tremendous advance baa been 
made since tho first Indian Industrial Conference met in 1905, under the president¬ 
ship of Mr. R. C. Dull, when ono of tho 6poakors referred to the distance and cost 
of coaf-fuol and the consequent limitations on Indian industrial development. Sines 
then the iron and steel industry has become a great factor in the economic life of 
tho country and the cotton mill industry has definitely succeeded in redaoing imports 
of ciolh to a position of secondary importance, white hydro-eleetrio power has de¬ 
veloped in a way which no ono coaid bavo foretold. Ous might have thought that 
these developments and the advance In commerce and banking would have increased 
the Geld of employment for university graduates, either directly or indirectly, by 
increasing the area of employment in tho professions and >□ Government service. 
There has indeed been a great increase in tho number of government employees and 
in the number of persons engaged in the professions, bat the spectTe of middle-class 
unemployment, by which we mean the unemployment of tho educated, haunts the 
economic scene. 

The ono thing afeoot which every one seems to bo agreed is that the educational 
system of the country is partly responsible for the evil, and in particular, the nni- 
versitics are biamed as being factorios for the mass production of grad nates and for 
dumping them on a glottod market. The demand for increased expenditure on pri¬ 
mary education is generally accompanied by a deprecation of State grants to 
universities. 

It is not for me to deny that tho evil is a real one, or that it needs immediate 

attention in the interest as well as of tho social economy of the country. But it is 

necessary to bavo a sense of perspective both of timo and space. For one thing, 
the possibility that the number of graduates turned out by the universities might 
overtake the number of those that can be absorbed in employment has always been 
io the air, and it is instructive to find that, so early as tho eighties of the last 
century, Convocation speakers already detected a superfluity of graduates in relation 
to the absorbing capacity of tho community. This only means that from time to 
time Ihero is a lag between supply and demand. Id our preoccupation with our own 

troubles we should not forget that the problem of unemployment is a national one 

and indeed, an international ooe. 

There Is sometimes a lag between the operation of the educational system of a 
country and that of its economic machinery, go that the output of the educational 
system" both in respect of numbers and their distribution bears no close relationship 
to the needs of the occupational pattern of the oountrv. The great majority of people 
are forced to fit themselves to the occupational pattern of the community without 
any special training for any occupation in particular although in the past the system 
of apprenticeship was a useful hyphen between the recruits and the occupations. 
That system has broken down in the weslorn countries but in most occupations the 
demand for special training is becoming almost co-eitonsive with tbe entire body of 
employees. This need of tho economic organization of the country is met by s 
progressive increase of vocational education, aud specially since the” 'War there has 
been a tremendous advance in this direction in tho western countries. 

In our country tho untrained recruit turns either to unskilled occnpationa or to 
agriculture. Tho educational system of the country was built from the top down¬ 
wards to supply the government of the country with an adequate and suitabie 
number of persons competent to serve in the lower ranks of government service. 
The system of education was Ibns vocational in a narrow sense, but as tbe number 
of schools, primary and secondary, increased and as She number of successful 
entrants from these lower grades of schools to the universities also increased, it 
followed that the number of graduates has also increased. But there has not been a 
corresponding increase either in the number of posts in government service or 
openings in tbe professions, Bence these tears. Unwise suggestions have been 
made to restrict admission to tbe univeisities and even to high schools. The country 
is by no means over-supplied with edocated persons and education in aDy stage has 
not reached saturation point, if indeed such a point can ever be reached in a 
community. But there is an urgent need of a planned distribution of numbers in 
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successive stages between different courses, some nf which wit! lend to a degree ta 
arts nml science, and the rest directly to ono specific occupation or another. 

borne kind of proportion in numbers must bo established between tho present 
high school and university courses and now courses of o realistio and vocational 
character which aro urgently needed if tho economic life of tho country is to become 
more efficient and productive. Thoro is a special need for a reorganisation of tho high 
school courses :□ order to secure a bettor typo of entrant to tho universities. For thoso 
who are not proceeding to tho universities there should bo vocational courses eithor of 
high school stago afterwards. Not for every hoy who enters the school gates should tho 
a degree bo regarded ns the final goal, nor'should a degree be n necessary qualification 
for employment of all kinds. Take the ease of tho English Polytechnics, They train 
between ten and twenty times ns many students ns the universities. Moreover, post¬ 
secondary dijdomn courses nerd not fail below tho standard of university courses 
and they may fully attain to the requirements of si ecifio occupations. Whether 
those diploma conrsea should bo tinder tho control of tho university complex in onr 
country makes it desirable that for a timo tho universities should at any rato remain 
in oloso contnot with tho diploma courses. 

Elsewhere wo know that such diploma courses of vocational character are con¬ 
trolled by notional bodies in Intimate relationship with the respective occupations. 
In our country post-secondary education either lias meant education in n university 
of such courses, as engineering, which Imvo been generally associated with institutions 
of university standard. If tho rush to tho present university Bourses is to bo cho¬ 
cked, without, at tho same lime, creating n senso of discontent among thoso who 
are prevented from entering upon such courses it will bo necessary for a time 
for tho universities to ho in intimate contact with tho new courses. As tho edu¬ 
cational field becomes more diversified, it may he possible for another body to toko 
over and administer these courses. Ily that timo let us hope the university complex 
will also have disappeared as tho result of familiarity with, and benefit from, the 
vocational courses, 


The U.VIVETlSmEH ash UNEMPl.OYMKNr PsioniEM 

The problem of unemployment is ono which Indian universities must help tho 
country in solving, OtltonvtRo, they will not have discharged their responsibilities 
to the social order. Our universities cannot afford to wrap Uufnsolves in their aca¬ 
demical robes and turn away in cold disdain fiem (ho problem, and continue to 
dump their products on an cxm-peinted ci irn ullity, Tho eta of splendid isolation 
and unchallenged privilcoo f» gone for ever mid universities, like any other social 
institution, must pass Iho test of social sorvieeahil ity. No social institution cun justify 
its demand for support from tho community, pniticulaiJy financial support from 
public funds, unless it both purforms, and males it clear that it does perform, a 
service of social worth. Extension of tho ftontints of knowledge and colunssAlioa of 
tho area thus won from timo to timo wilt certainly remain among tho great tasks of 
tho universities, but tho training of tho Individual for life in soeioly is also to bo 
counted oh ono of their indispensobJo tasks. Hitch training of the individual is not of 
course merely vocational nor mainly vocational, though I do not sco any reason why 
preparation for earning a livelihood should bo a causo for deprecation or apology, 
since wo all have to earn our living. 

My stress on the part that tho universities should-play in solving tho problem of 
unemployment doos not mean that tho entire responsibility is theirs. Uoivoisities in 
particular, and tho educational system in general, cun only bo expected to adjust 
their output to Iho occupational needs of tho country. Tho laoge of occupations in a 
conntry and tho numbers that each occupation is callable of absorbing depend most 
of all on tho economic potie-y of tho statu and on tiro vigour with which a right 
policy is pursued, in a country like oars, which is tut one-sided in its occupational 
pattern as in Its educational system, there is a great need for the government to plan 
tho development of tiadu and industry and to find fresh avenues of employment for 
tho rising generation, 

REsrosBinruiY of UNiVErissriES 

Having said so much about the vocational objective of education, lot mo turn to 
its other objectives, citizenship and culturo, specialty In the oaso of university educa¬ 
tion, JJoro than ovor tho universities in Iadia boar on Iheir shoulders a great res¬ 
ponsibility. That responsibility is no less than tho training and equipment of tho 
youth ol tho country in tho servico of their Motherland and their foflow-mua. 
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Trne (a scholarship and national in spirit, onr universities, whether er not they 
are generously or amply or even sufficiently equipped, should carry on the sacred work 
of fashioning tho host type of Indian, attracting the yonng to service, instilling into 
their minds the idea of civic duty, preserving the great popular hoart from envy and 
hatred, ami establishing a fortress wlioro men may repair and make a stand for the 
o'ernai values. Our universities must bo tho refuge of Truth and the homo of Free¬ 
dom, teaching our young men to think for themselves and to make a good life, not 
simply a good living. ‘I do not mean mere goodness, for untrained goodness does not 
count for everything in Shis world, whatever may bo its facilities in the next. 

Duty or Yoc.va Giiaduateb 

It Is ohiefly to you young men and young women that pass out of the portals of 
universities that the country will look for guidance in the difficult tasks that lie ahead. 
You are the people that will largely shape tier destinies in tho years to como. Never 
was there so much need for youth to cultivate habits of high and serious thinking. 
Your fundamental problem will bo to find continually more points of common interest, 
and to think in larger units than vo ir sneostors did, to think across dividing lines 
of class and casto to tint common denominator of mutual interests, aiming at a higher 
socialisation of tho races in class relationships and national relationships. Work for 
a united peaceful India with no other thought in your minds than that of service 
to tho Motherland. Provincialism, comrnunalism. and iingualism constitute serious 
problems in our country to-day. You will bo ablo to approach these problems with 
nioro flexible minds than wo of tho older generation, Tho fruits of truely co-opera¬ 
tive industry and tho widespread feeling of gond-will and common interests among 
ail concerned in tho activities of life will conduce perhaps more than anything clso 
within onr grasp towards thu true and lasting progress of our country. 

In spite of tho multiplicity of inventions and comforts wo are no happier than 
oar ancestors, probably less happy than they were. Happiness depends to a large 
extent upon our outlook on life. We aro thu victims of ail sorts of influences and 
propaganda. “People believe easily," says La Fontaine, “what they fear or what 
they desiro." Wo need education to-dav as nevor before. It is our only hope of 
preserving tho ancient ideals of truth, tolerance and freedom in a world which seems 
oent on destroying itself. It is our only hope of resolving bewilderment, of protect¬ 
ing our people from sinister influences and of recapturing happiness. 

As you know, India is at present engaged in a constitutional experiment of » 
vdhI scale. Whether that experiment wilt be a success and lead to a further and 
fuller realisation of her political aspirations will depend, and depend entirely, upon 
her ability to produce a sufficient number of leaders of the right type—men of 
character and ability, character even moro than ability, men of vision. For, in the 
last analysis. 

What constitutes a State ? Not high raised 'buttment, 
levelled mound, tbirk walls, and moated gate. 

Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crowned. 

But men—high minded men, men who their duties know, 

And knowing, dare maintain. These constitute a State. 

And India has been rich in this class of men. 

UstvxnsmES and Citt Life 

Time was when centres of learning both in the East and tho West were located 
"far from the madding crowd," though the Universities of Benares and Taxiia in 
our own country and tho Univcretics of Paris and Bologna in Europe are 
unmistakable evidence that learning and culture did not fail to prosper even when 
tbeir devotees rubbed shoulders with men engaged in everyday tasks. However 
that may be, the days of isolation arc gone, and learning mast como down from 
the mountain tops to the valleys where men and women live, and be in daily 
contact with them. Universities have been established in recent years in the 
West in large industrial centres such as Manchester and Liverpool, while even 
Oxford and Cambridge, which to a groat many people aro the modern representa¬ 
tives of the old hermitage schools of India, arc no longer isolated from the main 
currents of life of the nation. Our universities aro all located in tho leading 
towns of India, but I fear that they live in seclusion and are not influenced by 
the life that sweeps by them, nor have they established intimate contacts with 
the people from whom they draw tbcit sustenance and for whum, in the last 
resort, their work is intended. 
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If the noble Ideal of democracy tlint 'the whole conduct nnd development 
of a people'* culture I* to bo niiivcrsally shared' w to be realized, it wilt always 
fall to the universities to servo na bonignant lamps of culture at which the common 
people may light their modest rush-light*. This duty to society i* discharged to 
part through tho young men and young women who pass through the university, 
who, In various posts of duty ami service, act as centres of culture and 
enlightenment. 

EbfrEJtStOS AND PuilUCATlON WORK OF UNIVERSITIES 

A moro direct and extensive way in which universities can help to realize this 
great Ideal of democracy is hv moans of extension nnd publication work. It should 
be the mission of Indian universities to take to tho very doors of the people know¬ 
ledge and oulturo In an easily apprehended and assimilable form, and this can be 
dona both by speech nnd by print. Exleaston work hss boon tt powerful method of 
spreading university oulturo and establishing oonlaols botweon tho university and tbo 
working alasses in Groat Britain, nnd although several Indian universities have ex¬ 
tension departments, somuihing moro continuous nnd thoroughly organized Is needed 
so that regular courses of h-otares can bo given In a number of centres In tha area 
covered by a university. This extonsion work must bo supplemented hy the publi¬ 
cation of small monographs In simple language whioh will bring modern knowledge 
within tho roach of ttio common man. It ia well known that aomo of tho popular 
text books in England of a university (standard aro realty a series of extension lectures 
revised and reprinted. For our purposes, however, tho popular standards by the il. 
B, C, will stifhoo. Tho B. B. C. have increased tho offvot of tho spoken word by 
translating it into the printed word, and wo might profitably follow their oxamplo in 
regard to our popular lectures. 

The importance of vernaculars 

Both the extension work and tho publioatlons should bo in tho languages of tho 
areas served by tho universities. Tho work of tho Universities Is carried on in 
English and for a number of years to aomo at any rate, will continuo to bo in that 
language but it Is equally certain that for a number of years a knowledge of Eoglish 

will remain tho monopoly of only a small section of ovon tho literate class. There¬ 

fore It Is all tho moro necessary that tho universities should make a practice of 
arranging for lectures in tha language* of tho country and publishing them so 
that tho literature of knowledge, In which tho Indian lungungos nro lamentably 
deficient may rocoivo continuous accession. In this way our languages wifi 
dovolop a plaallc power of expression which would have surprised our 

farclathors. 

UsiVEnsrry settlements 

There Is another way in which our universities enn bring themselves into inti- 
mato touch with tho masses and incidentally give n sense of reality to the teaching 
o? Important branches of Btndy such ns economics, sociology, polities and 
statistics. In tho poorer districts of London a number of university settle¬ 
ments havo boon established. Tha object of thfl.no settlements Is to ameliorate 
to some degree tho life of tho poor who live In tiro neighbourhood. Those 

goMtcments aio lighthouses whioh rauiaio thoir beams of friendliness and comfort 
Into tho surrounding darkness. A number of tho colleges in Oxford and Cambridge 
have thoir own settlements In Iho East End of London, and tho members of a college 
not only support tiro college settlement with subscriptions, but are also encouraged ia 
spend somo time In It and tuko an nctivo part In tho work. Thera Is surely room 

for similar work in our own country hut hero such work needs to be done 

not only in urban, but also In rural areas. I suggest that our universities should 
give their attention to this matter and institute centres of work in industrial areas 
as well as In rural parts. Settlement work In rural areas can be made an effective 
part of rural construction, which in Its turn Is part of national reconstruction. 

Advice to tee graduates 

Young men and women, yon aro now passing from tbo calm waters of tho Uni¬ 
versity to tho open sea of fifo. To mo it Is a most moving sight. I remember 

well our own hopes anil anxieties at this critical juncture. Tho hopes in which we 
indulged and tho dreams wo draamt aro yours to-day. 

Remember, In the first place, that although you may not scale tho heights of 
success, there ia a heroism is doing tho ordinary things with extraordinaiy zeal. 
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As Canon Streeter bas wisely said, 'The quality of ■ mao's life or character most 
bo judged not by tho numbor of different things he does hut by the nature 
of the particular things he oleols to do and by the way in wbloh he 
does thorn." It is as well lo remember that the work of the world la carried 
on by the great majority of people whose tot la east in bnmble places. And If the 
work they do were not dono with thoroughness and zeal the machine of life would 
orenk and work Inefficiently. 

One thing that I should' like especially to emphasize fs that you should cultivate 
tho art of happiness. It Is part of your duty to yourselves as well as to your neigh¬ 
bour to make your life as happy as you can. Xo that end you should develop that 
most useful of ail human assets, namely, personality. Personality and happiness aro 
interwoven. You cannot hope for the ono without the other, & pleasing personality 
lies latent in everybody. But it takes time sod effort to develop It. Develop those 
qualities whish attract and pieaso and eradicate those attitudes and manners which 
repel. It Is a life-time job, but It Is thrilling oonatruollve work. Xu your contact 
with others use the gracious way. Look at what Is pleasant and agreeable. You will 
find life unpleasant If much of your attention Is given to the disagroeable. Let not 
tho crooked things that cannot bo made straight oumber you. The healthy mind 
taros from the futile to tho effootivo. Cultivate the habit of unclouded thinking. It 
Is vital to grasp facts and not bo constantly rushed through the distortion of emotions. 
If you livo your life in a perpetual fog of prejudice and emotion, through which 
nothing can bo seen with realism, your happy moments will ba rare and fleetlDg. 

Do not forget, I entreat you, that patience Is touchstone of all the virtues. A 
man who has no patience Is Inevitably a man full of regrets. Time is an Important 
factor in human affairs. The value of timo is that if men would only bo patient, if 
they would oniy sot their minds to think out questions and not be betrayed by sud¬ 
den emotion Into foolish or violent action, tboy would always bo certain In tha long 
run to come out right. Remember that the prise of gucoess Is hard work, patience, 
and a few sacrifices. 

Lastly, rotnomber that of all tho virtues Charity has been called the greatest. Tho 
great evil that are hampering mankind In Its upward march at the present time are 
a temporary retreat from Reason and lack of Charity. As university graduates it 
Bhould be your mission to sco that tho lamp of Reason is not dimmed. It has been 
said that tendernosB Is the chief gift of all really great men, but there Is no reason 
why tenderness should not bo tiio portion of all meo. In your Intercourse with 
people, whether it bo in daily routine or oo occasions when you are called upon to 
deal with matters of greater moment, be unfaltering In your allegiance to' Reason, 
Truth and Charity, 

Ktndiy words, sympathising attentions, watchfulness against wounding the sensitive¬ 
ness of others—these cost very little but they are priceless in their value. t 

And so I have tbeso words with you. 

1 wish the University of Madras and all that it represents prosperity and success 
and each of you a happy future. 


The Bombay University Convocation 

The following is the address delivered bv Mr, V. A". Chandavarkar, Vice- 
Chancellor, at the Annual Convocation of tho University of Bombay bald on the Iflth. 
August 1938 :— 

■When I had the honour of addressing the Convocation of 1034, I spoke on tho 
growth and development of this University, on some of its present activities, and on 
the lines of its progress In the near future. Though hardly four years have passed 
since then, much water has flowed down tho Ganges. The introduction of provincial 
autonomy under the Government of India Act of 1935 bas resulted In many an 
important change, and brought about an entire change In tho outlook on the various 
problems with which tha country is faced. You will admit, Sir, that the most 
important problem which the country has boeu facing for some years past, and which 
has now been brought to tho forefront, is the problem of education. All ever the 
country speeches are being made and schemes are being evolved, some of which In¬ 
volve a radical reconstruction of the scheme of education in this country. In short, 
reconstruction, which involves tho destruction of tha existing scheme of education, 
58 
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riilhor than reform, has become tbo watchword of many politicians and reformers of 
tho day. Most of tho now Provincial Governments are busy preparing schemes to 
overhaul tho existing system of primary and secondary education, and tho Government 
of one Province in whioh there are five Universities, has appointed a Committeo to go 
into the question of University edaoatioo, 

I (shall not in this address doaS with tho question of primary education or tho 
Wardh* scheme, which, I now find, has been changed boyond recognition by the 
Primary Edaoatioo Committeo of tho Central Education Board presided over by our 
Primo Minister, nor shall I, in this address, deal with tho question of secondary 
education, as we aro not vet aware of tho considered views of tho Government of our 
Province. But I would like to make a reference to the report of tho Committee 
recently appointed by tho Government of Bombay to advise them “on tho question of 
vocational training for boys and girls In primary and secondary schools in the Province 
of Bombay". This Committee, on which there was no University representative, and 
which had nothing to do with tho question of higher education, or with what should 
bo the test of ontranco to tho University, have gone out of thoir way to recommend 
the abolition of tbo Matriculation Examination, and to advise that the entrance to the 
University should be by tests held by affiliated colleges. Those recommendations have 
led to a prevailing impression among tho pubiio that tho Government have decided to 
abolish the Matriculation Examination, which tho University has rightly olaimoJ as 
entirely its own affair, being purely and simply an ontranco examination to the 
University courses of study. I would like horo to sound a note of warning. It is 
not tbo first timo that tho question of abolishing tho Matriculation Examination has 
been raised, nor is it Iho first timo that tho Univorsily has been advised to modernise 
tho Matriculation Examination and to provide alternative courses of study, Suob 
efforts have boon nsado in tho past and havo failed. As a result of sit ycars f experi¬ 
ence gained in this University, l would oarnostiy request Govornmont to ieavo tho 
question of tho Matriculation Examination to bo donlt with by tbo University, 

What has boon worrying mo, however and, I urn sure, has boon worrying people 
Interested in tho causo of education in this country is tho attituda towards higher 
education of certain ioiluontiai persons who control tho policies of the Provincial 
Govornmanls of tho day, and this attitude has raised an apprehension in our minds 
that higher education is in danger of being starved. Tho problem of higher 
education is our main conasrn, and I think it neoossary that I should say something 
about it here, particularly, in viow of certain recent pronouncements regarding it. 
There ia a great danger in aooopting the principle that higher education should be 
self-supporting and tnat tho liability of tho Stato should bo restricted to educating 
persona whoso services are required by Uio State. Apart from tho narrow utilitari¬ 
anism on which this principle rests, to advocate it Is to Rhut one’s eyes to tho 
teachings of political philosophy. The Interest of tho 6tate dooa not lie solely in tho 
production of clerks and officors needed for carrying on tho administration of the 
country. Government is not an end in itself. It exists for the good of the country. 
The needs of tho country aro greater and far more Important than tho needs of tha 
administration. While the country requires tho services of persons who cao run tho 
administration, oven more does It need the services of publicists, educationists, 
industrialists, scientists, leaders of thought, mcrabors of tho learned professions and, 
above all, good citizens. Higher education Ir as essential for tho life of a nation as 
primary or secondary education. Higher education , has a onltural as well as an 
economic value, It may ba argued that tho holding of examination and award of 
degroea and diplomas being the functions of Universities, tho latter can very weli 
be expected to support themselves by charging adequate fceB for admissions to thoir 
examinations and for tho award of degrees nnd diplomas and that only those who 
can afford to pay such foes should take advantage of University education. What 
ever may have been tho ooocoptlon of tho mam function of Universities ia days 
gone by, it is becoming increasingly clear that tho holding of examinations and the 
conferring of degrees and diplomas aro not tha only purposes for which Universities 
exist Univor»itica havo, indeed, a much higher function to fulfill in the life of tho 
nation. They play a very important part in that lifo, not ooly by liberalizing the 
spirit and ennobling tho soul of tho nation but sIko by helping tho nation to 
increase Hs material wealth by promoting sciontifio and industrial research. Even 

18 onl y Blnco the 0rBat War that tho people havo 
,ea i " a the necessity of linking up tho work of University with tho 
K™ 0 . tr .h .„ 0 ? d siL?i i° 1S nat, „ ,D - ■ Tul,an Huxley in bia thoughtful book oil "Scientific 
ytesoareh and social Needs points out that “in addition to tho broad scientific back- 
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groand of research which tho Universities provide, out of which now applications 
grow, tho newer Universities In industrial towns liko Sheffield, or Leeds or Man. 
Chester contain doi>ar?moot8 in which very practical research is going oa in subjects 
Itko civil, chemical and eleetrioai engineering, metallurgy. mining, oil technology, 

leather research, textiles, dyeing and fuel research. Even tho older Universities 

of Oxford, Cambridge and London are showing thoir adaptability to the changing 
needs of society hy organising sami-practical departments". What I wish to em¬ 
phasise In this connection is that in all theso cases, while some of the money come 
from special endowments, old and new, a great deal comes out of tho government 
grants to Universities. Tho remarks of Huxley about the Universities of England 
apply with, perhaps, greater force to Universities in this oonntry. 

Another important problem os which I wish to say a few wards is tho problem 
of unemployment, which has been agitating the public mind not only in this country 
but in all countries of the civilized world. It is often forgotten that this problem 
la primarily an economic problem, and that it is, therefore, the duty of the State to 
tackle it The State is one of the largest employers, and is in a position to influence 
other largo employers liko municipalities, local boards, commercial corporations and 
industrial concerns, which dupand npon the State for patronage and support. 
Tho Universities can, no doubt, make thoir own contribution to the solution of the 
problem by providing tho right type of education and helping the employer to recruit 
tho right kind of person. To expect the Universities to do more is to ignore 
facts. Tho impression that Universities by means of employment bureaux can 
create employment or appointments is far from correct. To my mind the 
problem of unemployment is aggravated by the methods in use for reoruiting persons 
for appointments under Government, under somi-publio bodies or in commercial firms. 
What happens generally is that such appointments are based, not on tho merits or 
tho suitability of the applicant for the post to which he is appointed, but on perso¬ 
nal, and sometimos on communal grounds. The result is lack of efficiency, a feeling 
of discontent and bitterness and ao increase in the number of highly qualified per¬ 
sons without employment Thoso who are less qualified, or have no qualifications, 
thus keep out tho qualified aud the deserviug. It is only Government that can re¬ 
medy this state of affairs by putting recruitment to tho public services on a proper 
basis. Except for the technical and tho specialised appointments, it is desirable that 
all Government and semi-Government services, lower as well as higher, should be 
recruited by means of competitive tests. Go far as Government are concerned, the 
problem has been solved, to a certain extent, by the appointment of Public Service 
Commissions, both by the Central Government and by the Provincial Governments, 
As regards appointments in Commercial houses, It is essential that in the various 
provinces they should bo mado to recruit their staffs through the agency 
of Appointments Boards constituted under tho auspices of the Universities, 
and on which the various commercial institutions of the provinces are duly 
represeatod. Bucb Boards cau, however, prove effective only if Government 
recognize them and bring Influence to boar upon the commercial houses to 
utilize the services of these Boards In recruiting their staffs. Speaking for 
myself, J can say that this University would be the first to co-operate with 
Government in tho establishment of an Appointments Board, if it Is assured that the 
Board would be made effective in the manner I have suggested. In tbis con¬ 
nection, I am glad to mention that three or £oar European commercial houses hava 
already availed themselves of the assistance of our University in recruiting tba mem¬ 
bers of their higher staffs from among tho graduates of this University. 
I am thankful to them for what they have done, and 1 hope that more commercial 
firms, Indian as weli as European, will avail themselves of tho University’s services 
for recruiting their staffs. 

While on tho question of unemployment, I think It would not be out of place for 
mo to mention that this University ts fully alive to Its responsibilities to its alumni . 
Our Univeisity was the first among tho Indian Universities to make a strong repre¬ 
sentation to the Secretary of State for India, complaining of the differential treatment 
accorded to Indian students competing for Indian Civil Service Examination in Eng¬ 
land by Insisting on a minimum residence of two years and the possession of an 
Honours Degree or its equivalent at an approved University in tho British Isles as 
condition precedent for entering the competition. Apart from tho discrimination 
that was thus mads by tho revised rules of admission to tho examination 
for tho Indian Civil Service in England between European and Indian candidates, 
the restrictions that these revised rules l or recruitment have placed upon the rights 




460 CONVOCATION ADDRESSES (srrsons- 

of Indian students lo appear for tho Civil Service Examination In England, and tha 
preference given to tho Honours Degree of British Universities aro most repugnant 
to tho essential prinolpio of open oompetitivo examination for administrative appoint¬ 
ments, and. in fact, lay down a principle of discrimination against Indians themselves 
in respect of appointments to services in tbofr own couotry. 

As pointed out in the representation m&do by thiB university, It is more than s 
hundred years since the people of India commenced voicing tbeir grievances in res¬ 
pect of appointments to the public services. Tho Aot of 1833 made Indians eligible 
to all offices undor tho Company, and tho Aot of 1868 provided that tho Secretary 
of State in Council should, with all ooavonient spend, make regulations for sdmiting 
all persons, being natural-born subjects of Her Majesty, who may bo desirous of 
becoming candidates for appointment to tho Civil Service of India to bo examined as 
candidates. Tho Queen's proclamation of 1858 contained as assurance that all subjects 
of the OrowD, Irrespective of class or creed would bo admitted to office under tho 
Government freely and Impartially, As long ngo as I8CQ, a Committee appointed by 
the Heeretary of State recommended that two examinations should bo held simul¬ 
taneously, one in England and one In India, and those who competed lo both countries 
should bo classified In one list according to morit. It was not until tho year 1893 
that official recognition was given to this princlplo of simultaneous examinations by 
tho House of Commons passing a resolution. Tho resolution, bowover, remained a 
dead letter, and partial effect was given to it only about 11 yoars ago, and now, 
instead of making the competition as open as possible, both in England and in India, 
wo have theso now rules shutting the door in Englnod to tho best talent in this 
oountrv by artificial barriers of rosidoneo and restricted University qualifications. 

Although It is now a year sinco this University made its representation to tha 
Secretary of Stato for India. It ia only very rooontly that wo have heard that ho has 
declined to temovo tho haodioap on Indian students complained of In tho representa¬ 
tion. This Uoivorsity, howovor, ought to bo thankful to tho other Universities in 
tho country and to tha Inter-University Board for supporting its representation. 

My advice to those of you who nro still within tho portals ot tho University 
is to utilise to tho full ovary opportunity you have of cultivating those virtues that 
thrive best In a corporate life, which brings together a largo number of individuals, 
differing from ono another In upbringing, habits, temperament and Ideas, hut working 
together with ono single aim, namely, to equip themselves for a life of usefulness and 
service to the country and to the world. To theso othors who have already crossed 
the threshold of tho university and nro obout to enter the arona of the world, my 
advlco is : “Carry with you : wherever you go, and whatever you do, tho high 
and noble Ideals which you have imbibed from tho lessons of history and biography, 
tho teachings of tho poots and philosophers and of your own professors.” My final 
word of advice to all of yon ia i “Never cease to bo HtudontB," Small aa that 
phrase Is, Its Implications are manifold. A student Is essentially on idoaiist. Tho 
idealism of the student is badly needed in tho world to-day, whoro we find 
Individuals, communities and nations quarrelling over potty differences, forgetting 
tho idcais of lovo, unselfishness and truth preached by prophets and religious 
teachers from the earliest times. Tho word “student” conjures up tho picture of 
a bumble and ardent seeker after truth, Tho greater tho humility, the greater will 
bo the knowledge that cornea his way. Again, tho word “student" connotes hope, 
ambition, sympathy, a forgiving nature, generosity nad kindneBg to one's fellows, 
qualities which are extolled in publio lifu, the more beaauso they are so raroiy to 
be found, A student is loyal to his frionds, to his college, to his University. He 
always strlvoe to bo bottor, to loaru hotter and to do bettor. If all of us wuro to 
prosorvo and practise these virtues, which come naturally lo tho student, largely 
because ol tho purity of tho atmosphere and traditions which surround Uib tcmplo 
of learning, we Bhould transform the world into a much bottor placo than we Bad 
it to-day. I earnestly call upon you, my young friends, lo coDtmue to bo students 
to tho end of your lives by retaining tho Idealism, tho humility, tho geaerositv, the 
lovo of truth, tho honesty of purpose and the zoal which characterise the student 
m nig College Ijfo. _ 


The Mysore University Convocation 

** tbo text of tho address delivered by Rev, C. F. Andrews at 
1&38 n ~convocation of tho University of HyBoro held on the 6th. October, 
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We lire in a d'rtrKlad world which is passing through a hurricane of evil. The 
cyclone has swept from one end of the earth to the other. In the Pu East, Japan 
has invited China, an incredibly cruel war has been carried on with ruthless 
ferocity for orer a year. In the west of Europe, Spain has been torn asunder by 
a struggle that is no less deadly. Hay after day we look at the news in the papers 
concerning Central Europe in order to see whether war has broken out or not. Even 
as I write these words, on September 15th. the telegrams are fall of dread forebodings. 
It will sot do for ns in India to tay with Hamlet, 

The world is oat of joint O cnrsed spite f 
That ever I was born to set it right 1 

For we mtut seek the deeper causes of the evil within ourselves. Otherwise we, 
loo, in crar tom, may be brought within the hurricane none. While, therefore, l shall 
only deal to-day with those argent and pressing questions which touch ns here in 
India. I shall keep in mind all the while this fast and sinister background of world 
disorder which we cannot altogether escape. , 

Many of those who hare jnst taken their degrees wiH hare their share eery soon 
in shaping the destiny of Mysore State, to which they will derote their service. This 
University shoe Id be in a position to proride one of the chief sources of their deep 
and solid thinking. I would ask them, together with those present, to do some of 
this hard thinking along with me to-day; for the subject I hare chosen—how to 
bridge over the gulf between the rich and the poor; between the University and the 
Tillages,—is by far the most difficult that we can approach. Only that State, which 
can set to work sincerely to solve this problem, is likely to weather the storm. We 
have lately witnessed, in Europe, how ancient dynasties, thit did nothing to help the 
poor, have crashed. Here in India we have begun to realize how near the danger 
may be to ourselves, end how short is the time for patting oar own houses in order. If 
I keep strictly, as I am bound to do, to the Kalemie aspect of my subject, the im¬ 
portance of the political issue will not be forgotten. Pure science is the basis of all 
applied science. So what 1 try to put forward in principle this morning lies at the 
back of that ferment in Indian politics which is leavening our national life. 

First of all, let ns frankly acknowledge, that in spite of mnch that has been harm¬ 
ful. great benefits have come to India to its lotig association with 
the West. The bard, stern, exact, scientific thinking of modern Europe has brought 
this country, with a shock, oat of its ancient fairy land of dreams. To take a 
concrete example, which every historian would accept, the impenetrable wall of 
nntonchability was breached at last in the nineteenth century by the terrific impact 
of Western scientific and democratic thought. The wrong to womanhood, caused 
by child marriage, has also been brought home to the conscience of India in a 
stmilar manner. The present successful movement for social reform goes back to 
the liberal ideas Of Gladstone and Bright, of Maxzini and Abraham Uocoln. as well 
as to the insight of r tbe great Indian reform leaders, beginning with Baja Bam 
Mohan Roy and ending with Mahatma Gandhi. 

The West has reaped its own benefits in retnro. Perhaps the greatest has been 
the recovery of the immenselv potent conception of one Spirit pervading Man and 
Nature. We can trace the effect of this quite early. The vast intellect of Goethe 
first hailed it from afar. Wordsworth, In his own ruggedly independent wav, worked 
oat its inner meaning, Shelley felt it also in b : s eager spirit. The more directly 
Indian contact is seen in Emerson and Walt Whitman. The fall effect was shown 
in 1912, by the remarkable reception given to Rabindranath Tagore's ‘Gitanjali.’ This 
small book was translated into all the languages of the West, and h«d perhaps, its 
greatest influence in America. 

It is true that the World War swept this aside for the rime being, and a crude, 
intransigient theology has succeeded, especially in Central Europe. Bat already the 
pendulum has swung back, and astronomers like Eddington and Jeans are revealing 
to ns a renewed desire to approach this avenue of the Spirit along which oar 
mysterious universe may be explored. 

A farther influence, which we all recognise in oar own day, has been that of 
Mahatma Gandhi, who has shown ns in the West, in part at least, a way out of 
modern chaos by putting into practice the vital principle of pore non-violence in 
face of a world filled with violence and untruth. This very year, I was invited to 
go over to Europe, and also to America, for the sole purpose of setting before the 
most earnest thinkers in both continents the great principles in action for which 
Mahatma Gandhi stands. 
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So far than wo mav assort, historically, that boneftts havo noorood on both Bides 
from this closer contact between East and West, 

Rut in India, owing to political domination, tboro have also boon Injurious 
features which need to be elimiaated. Let mo explain by typical examples some of 
these evils. 

If I am asked impatiently whether the English language should bo abandoned 
altogether, I should at once answer, ‘No.’ For, ns I have shown, it has had its own 
valuable uses. It has been tho solvent, through its iiterninro, of some of India’s 
worst oviis. It has also woldod togother, as nothing else could have done at tho 
time, the diverse parts of India. Still further, it has brought India into touch with 
tho vast outer world of thought wiiero English is commonly spoken. 

Hut now, this oariior phase is nearly over. English will still bo taught, but it 
must no longer bo tho medium of instruction. That should, la future, always bn 
the mothor-tonguo. Indian teachers most use tho motlior-tongue when they teach 

f eograpby, history and mathematics ; they muBt no longer employ tbs medium of 
Inghsli, I have used the iroporotivo word ‘must,’ beeaust I have no doubt whatever 
that this step has as once to bo taken. 

It may b® asked why I have spent go much time on this language problem. I 
havo dono so, because tho critical noomont has arrived to urgo that in Mysore 
University itself this whole subject of the ‘medium of instruction' should bo 
thought out io a scientific manner, and steps taken to put things right. Mysore 
Htate is admirably adapted for this, because it is almost completely a ouo language 
area. 


I would ask one very simpto and obvious question : Is there any other country 
in the world except India where instruction is given from tbo school stage right 
up to tho University through the medium of a foreign longuago 7 Personally, [ 
cannot recall a single instance, nor can I remember any area, whero the gulf 
has become bo wide between tbo educated class and tho village people. 

Hut tbo barm dono by this foreign medium has gono far beyond the sphere of 
language and education. It has invaded other sides of life as wci!. Perhaps tbo 
most injurious has been tho continual rlso in tho cost of living, without any 
compensating benefit to tho common people. Artificial needs havo been created 
by tho rush of foreign articles into the market and these havo ousted tbo 
homely things made by our own peoplo, la this manner tho old industries 
of the villages, one by one, have been destroyed. 

This process of deterioration has to he gradually reversed. Tho nutrition 
which comes from Indian agriculture and husbandry must bo conserved. Whatever 
articles of dress or furniture are needed must os far us possible bo produced 
in India itself. Only in this way can tho lifo blood of the Indian villages flow 
freely again and some prosperity return to those who nro now living almost 
below Uio lovel of subsistence. 


AVe come now to the last evil that needs to be entirely swept away. Hitherto, 
as wo havo seen, an inferior imitation of the Went has been the uninspiring aim 
*et before us. This has left behind it what Mahatma Gandhi has rightly called 
a 'slave mentality 1 . With mighty blown, ho hns broken tho chain which bound us 
fast with this strnngo mental subjection. Tho general died of hlfl appeal 
throughout tho country has already been amazing ; and yet in the Universities 
tbcmsrlsrcs a cautious conservatism still holds nway which is desperately hard 
to break. Here, In the Universities, has been tho stronghold of this Western 
obsession • and therefore 1 welcome this morning an opportunity of striking 
another blow for freedom. " 


I know that, in doing M, 1 havo with mo tho hearts of alt who are young 
and of many also who aro old. But I would repeat again and again, wa are 
not living to-day in a normal world. Tho lime is short. Wo hove alreadv 
paused through one world war, in a single generation, and aro on the brink of 
Therefore, in these matters, wo must aim at a radical change of heart, 
which must bo nothing less than drastic ; for wo havo to keep pace with tho 
crisis in the midst of which wc aro living. We cannot go on in an cosy, slip-shod 
manner, while tho whole worid around us is aflame. The revolution has come 
£ w ° 1 ot9 ' ' v 0 bfl »° ‘O appeal lo tho power of sacrifice in the heart of 
nnrscl*^ m 'Th« *,* D f ifcme t! / ort > a »d if wo do this, wc must be ready for sacrifices 
ottr M „ ““.V., ?,°Idef generation roust not throw tho whole burden on the young. 

, ugbl», therefore, have naturally been directed to this experience of 
poverty Ip my early days. For this drew mo os with a mnguct to the sido of 
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Mnbatraa Gandhi in South Africa, because it was clear to me in a moment that he 
had sacrificed everything for the cause of tbo poor. Tha same thoughts drew mo 
also to Gurudevn, Rabindranath Tagore, who has for more than fifty years 
devoted himself with a heart full of loro to the poverty-stricken villagers in his 
own province of Bengal. 

I have gone on to wonder, since coming to Mysore State, whether there might 
not be formed an Asram or Seltienaent not uniiko what I have lived in at Santi- 
niketnn and also at Sabnrmati and "Wardhn,—similar also to Kingsley Hall in the 
east end of London, where Mahatma (jandbi lived when he went over for the 
Ronnd Table Conference. For even then ho would not lose touch with the poorest 
of tho poor, and ho found a homo at Kingsley Hall, under the care of Muriel 
Lester, which was nearest to his heart's desire. 

It bos been brought to my notion that students go out from this University to 
tha villages ; and I have seou tho nucleus of a work, enah as I oontempate, already 
started at Bangalore. But L arn now asking for a much more extensive effort to bo 
made, Might not thoro bo au Asram or Settlement, directly connected with the Uni¬ 
versity, with buildings of Us own, where University graduates might go who were 
determined to become ona with tho poor by sharing their hardships ? 

A Town University Settlement of this kind obviously bo host established in tho 
centre of tho mill aron of Bangalore. It should not only andertako what might be 
called ‘hospital work’ by cleaning up tlio slum quarters, but should also be the home 
of earnest thinkers and workers who would throw in their lot with tha poor and be 
able to speak impartially for thorn in thoso big issues relating to the hours of work, 
tbo rate of wages, accident and siok insurance, maternity benefits, etc,, which make 
all the difference in tbo lives of thousands of poor people. For while Mysore State 
can rightly be praised for its alvsncod labour legislation, as compared with other 
parts of India, jot tho utmost vigilance is always needed in these matters in order 
to see that the law is carried into effect. Only the volontary efforts of non-officials, 
men of high character and impartial judgment, can convince the general public 
that the Inbenrers are being justly treated. 

I have in mind another branch of the satno University Asram or Settlement,—not 
In the town, but in the country. This seoond centre should bo established in the 
very heart of tho villages. Here again 1 oontompiato something on a much larger 
soale than what has been attempted hitherto. My own vivid ideas have 
been shaped by what I have seen at Rabindranath Tagore's Asram, its 
agricultural side at Sri-Nikotan. At some spot, not far from Mysore, an Asram 
might bo built up on the gimplost lines, where men and women could go direct from 
tiie University, after their course was over, to live the country life and study at 
first hand the problems of the villages of Mysore. This should form a kind of 
laboratory for some of the best and noblest thinkers in Mysore State. 

Let me outline tor a moment wbat is in my mind. Tbs Town settlement would 
consist of a large Hostel built somewhere in the very midst of the poorest quarter 
of tho city. U would have a Hall, whoro public meetings might be heid, and a 
number of detaahed rooms, with a common kitchen, where those who were able to 
do so might take up their residence and share their meals together. Side by side 
with this, in another Ilall, thoro would bo a Publio Library and Reading Room 
where papers and books woatd be placed. This Library would bo opened every 
evening for aoy one to come in freely. Night classes might be heid there for various 
purposes. Wheo funds permitted, a small otnema would be added for educational 

S urposes. Theso buildings would be grouped round a gardes in the centre, with 
owering trees, which shooid ba kept fresh and cool by moans of a plentiful 
supply of water. It shooid have beds of flowers aod green grass to delight the eye. 
This garden shonld bo open to the publio and form a place of pleasant shade and 
beauty in the hot sultry ovonings at sunset. Those who might come into residence 
in such a Settlement should live in the plainest manner possible. They should 
be frugal and economical in tbeir daily life so that the gulf between tha rich and 
poor should not in any way invade the Settlement itself. Those who were still 
engaged in their University course might oome down from time to time to live 
there along with others who were settled in as permanent residents. 

The expense incurred in food and establishment should be such as would satisfy 
the exacting requirements of Mahatma Gandhi himself, if ho were able to visit tha 
Settlement I have gone into detail in order to make tbo picture glow before yon ; 
for 1 have had in my own mind all tho while the joy of such poverty among the 
poor which came into my own life, when, lor somo years, after my college days 
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were over, I was given the charge of such a Settlement as I have described in ono 
of the slums of London. As I havo stated, the whole of my later life which I have 
spent boro in India among tho poor received its first impulso in those years when 
I lived to the satrso manner in London. They were not only tho best, but also tho 
most formative years that I bovo ever spent j for they shaped the whole of my 
life in this one direction. 

With regard to tho second University Settlement among tho villages of Mysore, 
it should incSmlo a dispensary and small hospital attached to it and also be made 
into a handicraft training contra for viltnga boys who might afterwards go baok to 
their own villages to practiso what they had learnt. 

Further, young villagers should bo taught, through classes at Uio Centre, how to 
Improve tho health conditions around them. A kindly and wholesome rivalry 
might be sot up between tho different villages which aro near the University 
Settlement as to cleanliness, neatness and buauty. Thus tbo Settlement Itself 
would be a focus in tho midst of the country for atl kinds of training which 
might help the villagers to mako a thoroughly genuine prldo In their own 
surroundings. 

Through tboso who enmo for different purposes to tho Centro, a close touch 
might be established between tho villagers and tha University Settlement, so that 
there would bo no difficulty for research workers, who oomo Into residence, to pay 
personal visits to the villagers where they would bo welcome. As in tbo town 
Asram, the standard of living among tho residents would havo to bo so 

simple that no villager, who enmo to tho Settlement, would fool out of place. 
Here ngaiD, tho standard set by Mahatma (Landhi might bo followed. 

15y moans of village fairs, or jatras, ft should bo possible to give soma 
brightness and joy as well ns training and Instruction. Such village festivals 
havo their great use In breaking through tho monotony of ordinary existence. 

They add happiness to village life and thus mako people ready to stay in 

tho country ami not Hook to thu towns. 

Hitherto, I have only spoken of outward prosperity ; but there are other 
things that need to bo brought Into tho villages which aro oven more Important, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone." Tho old manlram of tho Upaoishads, 

‘From joy alt things proceed, in joy all tilings consist, unto icy all things return', 
is as profound as ft is true. What Bwamiji told mo the other day contains the 
secret of tho best happiness and contentment. “How wo used to lovo one another." 
That was tho inner joy which mndo men long to return to thoir own village after 
their education was over and mndo them oven homo-sick for ft. 

"Our object should be,” writes Tagore, "to try to flood tho chocked bed of 
village life with tbo stream of happiness. For this, tbo scholars, tho poets, the 
musicians, the artists, bnvo to collaborate, to offer their contributions. It is 
fulness of Ufa that mnkes one happy, not fulness of purge." 

Wbal Tagore means is that the villager needs inward happiness, peace and 
contentment, ns well ns abundance of food ; and it should bo one of tho chief 
functions of University Hettlcmcnts of this kind to bring joy to tbo poor. 

Joy and Hope ! Tho depression In our villages must cease. Hope mast enter, 
bo that .Joy may abound, Only by tho rich and poor, tho University and the 
villages, coming closer into touuh with one another, can Uitfi bo accomplished, and 
Mysore remain a happy and proportions Btato. 


The Annamalai University Convocation 

The following aro extracts from tho Convocation Address delivered by 
K. Nataraian, Editor, “Indian Hocia! lioformcr”, at tho Convocation of the 
Annamalai University held at Chidambaram on tho 1st, November 1938 :_ 

There aro many among us nowadays who would say that condolence, not congra- 
tmation, is your duo for tho education whloh you havo reeoived, aod on which 
the University has net its seal at thii Convocation. They bold, and hold sincorely, 
that the education imparted by Indian Universities Is worse than worthless, that it 
has all the defects which education should not have, that it has produced only clerks 
and social misfiis afflicted with slavo montniity and incapable of rendering any usoful 
service to tho country or to themselves. To it is also attributed tho widespread un¬ 
employment which affects all classes and from which educated mots aro not exempt. 
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To begin with, I have not boon able to trace any authority for tbo statement which 
is being repeated even by some responsible publicists, that the Indian edocational 
system was designed for the purpose of supplying clerks to the administration. 

On the contrary, every speoch aod minute relating to Indian education contem¬ 
plated the deration of Indian capacity for self-government as a result of edu¬ 
cating Indians in western science pud literature. No doubt many clerks hare been 
educated tn oar schools and colleges. So bare they been in other countries. That 
does not show that the a'tu of education in India, any more than elsewhere, was tha 
prod notion of this bamhlo but very necesjai/ class of public servants without whom 
no modern administration c»a function for a 8 ; ngle day. English education in India 
Iim to its credit a long list of men of high character and great talents who have left 
their mark in every walk of life. More than that, it may be said with troth that 
ail our movements of national progress, religious, social, political, and econmic, owe 
their origin and iospirvion to tha education imparted in oar schools and colleges’ 

“Graduates of Indian Universities, and yon as products of the youngest of 
them, have Ibns a heritage to be proud of, I believe, and have often stated publicly 
that the present generation of our educated class, is in several respects superior 
to ns of the older generations. This is as it should bo. Toe yonng men 
and women of to-day have many advantages which we did not have. For 
one thing, we were nearly ait of ns married and had children whan we took onr 
degrees. This was, no doubt, a handicap from which most of yon, I believe, are free, 
{speaking from my own aiporience, t think that it had »<so a sustaining and stimu¬ 
lating influence on onr lives. But if competition is greater to-day, the held for edu¬ 
cated men is also much larger. But I am not arguing the case for University 
education on the basis of employment or nneroployment. There is always plenty of 
work to do. And the motto for the University man and woman shoold be. “What¬ 
ever thy hand Ondeth to do that do with ad thy might." Do not wait for someone 
to come round to employ you. Make your own work. Be yonr own employer. 

“I am not maintaining that our educational system is perfect In no country is 
it free from defects and, owing to historical causes, it has some defects here from 
which education in other countries ia free. A distinguished Indian friend who is a 
graduate of both Madras and Bombay Universities, once remarked that the difference 
between the Madras and the Bombay graduate was that while the former was thorough 
in what ho did, tbo latter was better at Retting things done. This mav be Slid to bo 
the chief difference between Indian education aud education in Great Britain and the 
United States. This lack of initiative, reluctance to take responsibility unless forced 
to do so, has no doubt something to do with our long political subjection. And it 
is distressing to observe that the movement which has for its declared object 
the removal of onr political subjection, demiojs as preliminary the subjection of in¬ 
dividual judgment and the renunciation of all initiative on the part, not only of the 
rank and file, but even of men in whom is vested the responsibility for "direction. 
And what is worse, some of the schomes of educational reform which hive been put 
forward and are sought partially to bo given effect to in parts of the country make 
no provision for promoting initiative in the student generation, India wauts more 
freedom for her growth and for the fulfilment of her destiny. Political Independence, 
unless it brings with it greater civil anl intellectual fceeiom, will not be of much 
use in this task. A people who have tasted the reign of law even partially and fit¬ 
fully will not, except under compulsion, revert to persona! rule even with the bait of 
independence. 

“One of the worst dangers of the time, which it is especially the duty of Univer¬ 
sity men to guard against, is the iofectioa of the narrow fanatical nationalism which 
has made a hell of Europe. Under its baneful influence the distinction between right 
and wrong, just and nnjust, trqo and false, is subordinated to the one distinction of 
nationai and foreign, we need not go into mourning for democracy as events have 
proved that the only ktnd of it so far developed, is without vision and withoot 
conscience ; unless we can visualise a future democracy renouncing, like Asoka, war 
and conquest and bending all it3 strength to the moral and spiritual advancement 
of humanity. 

"Another and even worse danger which Indian Universities have lo combat is that 
of a narrow bigoted provincialism. The creation of autonomous provinces under the 
scheme of constitutional reform has undone tha Qnifyiog effect of a century and half 
of Unitary rule. Some sort of Federation was necessary if only as a half-way 
house to the unification of the country which is the true goal of Indian history, 
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British India, as the largest ond most politically oyolfod unit, would have exerted 
o pros resalvo and beneficent influence on the Indian States In the Federation. It is, 
however, too Uto now to iamont tho breaking up o! British India. The or? now is 
for tho process to be carried further, I feel that tho demand will have to be 
conceded. It behoves Universities as Sntellootual power houses to range themselves 
In uncompromising protest against the narrow provincial spirit whioh tn some of its 
ugliest forms, is already raising Its head. It is significant that this tendency is most 
evident in the ao-osiied linguistic provinces. 

I now come to the much-discussed question of oommunaHsm, Compared to nationa¬ 
lism and provincialism, I regard oommunalism as a lass evil. Nationalism and 
provincialism aro determined by rigid geographical lines which nan only be over¬ 
thrown by vlolont political convulsions, Communalism, on tho other hand, rests on 
beliofa which education, especially higher eduoation, seldom fails to broaden, I 
firmly believe that [nter-oommuoal understanding can be brought about only 
by extending higher eduoation among all classes and communities, and not 
by mass con tacts. 

The Hiedu Muslim dispute has only a remote interest In South India, The 
comsnonsonse of tha two communities in the South led to the adjustment of their 
relations to each other as friends and neighbours many centuries ago. Even In 
Northern India there had boon a steady movoment of ouitural fusion between tha 
two communities, as Ranado pointed out in his last address to the National Sooial 
Conference at Lucknow. Tho movemoat has suffered Interruption owing to various 
causes. Its resumption to which wo all look forward and whioh we should do 
everything in our power to aooolerata will bo tho final and permanent solution of tha 
Ilindu-Muslim question. I have always felt that our Universities can and should 
do more than thoy bavo been doing to piaao boforo tho country well considered plans 
for promoting mutual understanding and good-will among our communities. It has 
sometimes occurred to mo that a course of studies may bo offered by our Universities 
la which Sanskrit and Arable shall have the same basic value as Greek and Latin 
in the public Schools and older universities of England. 

Forty Tears ago, whoa I loft Madras, thoro was no Brahmin-nou-Brahmla 
problem in this part of tho country. Thoro had arisen ono in Maharashtra, 
but that was due to totally different causes and had aims totally different 
from thoso of tho movement whioh subsequently developed hero. In the 
Madras Hindu Sooial Reform Association, Brahmins and non-Brahrains worked 
together like brothers. The non-Brahmia movement, as It subsequently developed 
here, howovor, was a historical necessity whioh has now happily pjiased away and lias 
loft tho field prepared for concerted action between all Bootlons of tho community. 
This University Itnolf Is a conspicuously suspicious symbol of what can bo achieved 
In co-operation. It Is high timo, howovor, that tho reform of tho caste system was 
seriously taken In baad by Uinda loaders. Tho present hereditary basis of casta 
must go. 

Political methods aro necessarily empirical. But in social reform empirical 
methods aro not only Ineffectual but positively harmful. Society is an organic whole. 
In trying to correct ond strengthen its woakor and worn-out parts the reformer has 
to be extremely careful not to Injure the sound and vital parts. Tho matter is 
further complicated by tho faot that tho originating oguse of a social malady Is often 
to be found In some practice or institution which has apparently no connection with 
it. Empiricism is, therefore, clearly out of place. There must be inquiry, research, 
exact adaptation of means to ends. 


Take another question, the abolition of untouobability !o Hindu society. Are 
we really helping to abolish untoaohabliity by making laws specially applicabie 
to IJarijans? Direct action In sooial reform often defeats its own purpose I may 
add hero that the Prohibition measures which aro steadily being pushod forward 
m several provinces, aro sure to do more for tha sooial and economic regeneration of 
banefiL 5 ^ 658 ** c ass0 ® ^au any of tho other measures Bpoailloally intended for their 


I must now bring those rambling remarks to a olose. I have sot before you 
tblf TaTi 0 . ba f DlQ 8 topias of tho day. I do not expect or desire 

? Odopt vlawB -, But 1 do wish that you. with your fresher minds 

mind. 9U “ P r «»o“l*<lay world conditions, should consider them with an open 
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Sooth India fa particular, fg pre-eminently marked oat for thfg high destiny. Here, 
too, wera tbs earliest getllenient* of Jew*, Christlins and Arabs. It waa here that 
the two great streams of thought—convent iooaily called Aryan and Dravidiaa— 
coalesced into the broad stream now known as Hindaism. Another retnartablo 
peculiarity of Bontb lodia f* the almost complete freedom of racial bitterness with 
which the political aspirations of the conntry are aongbt to be attained. I was talking 
to a distinguished Indian—a Bombay Muslim—a few months ago, and he too wa3 
struck by ibi* featnre of the political movement In Soothers India I was Inclined 
to attribute thi* to the tradition of good understanding between British and Indians 
banded down from early administrator* like 8ir Thomas Monro. My friend tbonght 
that the principal factor was the policy of Christian Missionary edocatioo followed In 
Sooth India Both causes bare no doabt contributed to the good result. 

And we have, too, the secret of Integration, of the link between thought and act. 
In a single verse in the Bhagavad Oita, which, translated in English, means s ‘From 
Whom all existence proceeds, by Whom all things are pervaded^ Him adoring by the 
devoted performance etery one of hia doty, man attains perfection." Here, as Pro¬ 
fessor Deassea pot it, you have morals and metaphysics together. The education 
imparted in Universities shoold. If it is worth anything, place a man in the way to 
discover what hia dntv, his special purpose and function in the society and in the 
world is. For each of ns has a special place and function. Bp faithfully fulfilling it 
be attains perfection. Even if he fails, he need not worry. “The prise, as Robert 
Browning tersely puts it, *is in the proeeas". Finally bear fn mind the promise of 
the Gjj that no one who earnestly and honestly strives for a great and good purpose 
ever comas to grief. 

-o- 

The Agra University Convocation 

The following are extracts from the address delivered by-the Hon’bte Sir Shah 
it. Sulaiman , at the Annual Convocation of the Agra University held on the 12tit. 
N ovem be r 1938 

Since the publication of the Sadler Commission’s Report, there has been a swing 
in favour of residential universities of the unitary type, although the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity itself for which it waa primarily intended, did not adopt the report The 
Agra University came into existence as a necessary result of the Allahabad University 
following the recommendations of the Commission and converting Itself into a Uni¬ 
versity of the unitary type. The colleges outside Allahabad which bad been under 
the Allahabad University were grouped together and constituted into the Agra Uni¬ 
versity which had to assume a Federal type. 

I will not venture to go into the comparative merits and demerits of the Federal 
and Unitary types of universities for it is •obvious that universities of the Federal 
type are essential to keep within their fold scattered educational institutions not 
large enough to constitute University centres. 1 have no hesitation in saying that 
the Federal type b*s its own value, and can undoubtedly develop on its own lines 
into the highest form of an examining and controlling body, which can set up a 
b>gh and uniform standard of scholarship for students scattered over a large area. 
1 hope that this University will in dne coarse reach that stage of prelection and 
play an important role in the development of higher education in the country. 
A Federal university of the type of roar university serves its own good purpose, 
and is by no means as institution to be despised or condemned. Unlike a self-centred 
University which may fix its own isolated standard caring little for others, the great 
advantage, which a group of constituent colleges possess, is the existence of a keen and 
healthy competition among them, as the quality of their work Is annually tested on 
the announcement of the results of the .University examinations. The disadvantage, 
of course, is that each college has to maintain distinct and separate staffs, libraries, 
laboratories tad other equipments, involving multiplication and diffusion of activities. 
But when one bears in mind the vast area of this sub-oontinent and the enormous 
percolation which oar Universities have to serve as well as the peenniary and other 
difficulties involved in establishing too many residential Universities, it can hardly be 
denied that the establishment of separata and distinct colleges, all governed by one 
central university located at a convenient centre, la the only practical solution avail¬ 
able. Indeed, if knowledge is to expand and University education is to be made 
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accessible to tho rich and tho poor alike, it seems imperative for us to bava as 
many colleges with tin) degree classes as possible, located at all the principal district 
centres throught these Provinces, This purpose is amply fulfilled by tha Agra Uoi- 
versify, which comprises fifteen collages at present. In timo to come we may 
legitimately expect that the separate colleges in the larger citios in these Provinces 
and Rajputana which constitute your University will in due course themselves be¬ 
come new and self-contained University ooatres. 

No doubt a non-residential University cannot possess some facilities for higher re¬ 
search work as a unitary teaching university located at one centre can do at greater oost. 
But after all research work is not the only advantage ot higher education. That advan¬ 
tage is reserved for tho selected fuw of tho brilliant type who can devote their 
whole time to study and research without regard to future pecuniary prospects. 
Teaching and imparting education on a largo scale nro also woll-rouognisod purposes 
of a university and these purposes are fulfilled with greater success and efficiency 
hv numerous colleg-'S at different centres than by ono university at a particular place. 
For poor students, who can just manage to live with their parents and can not afford 
to migrate from their homes to reside at a distant University, the colleges at their 
own cities arc not only convenient but neoossary. Tho growth of schools into Inter¬ 
mediate colleges and of Intermediate colleges into Degree colleges is a natural evolu¬ 
tionary process, aud should bo encouraged. Tho multiplicity of colleges is not an 
evil to bo condemned. Students who wish to proseoutu their studies further with a 
view to carry on research work can easily move to ono of the residential universities, 
of which wo have not too fow in these Provinces. Nor must it bo over-looked that 
during tho first deoado of its existence some colleges of the Agra University hsat^ in 
spite of their limited means, prosecuted research work of which any institution may 
be proud. 

Unemployment Is a chronic probloia in India, as well as in highly advanced 
Western countries and its solution is by no meaoR an oasy ono. Not only the edu¬ 
cated daises but oven the illiterate labouring classes nro hard hit. That unfortunately 
is tho inevitable result of the rapidly increasing population, without any outlet for the 
surplus even in almost uninhabited continents. Whether wo educate our young men 
and women or do not educate thorn, unemployment is not going to disappear so long 
as there is no ohcck on tlio inoreaso of population. But education should certainly 
assist in discovering now avenues of employment, if Stale help wore forthcoming. 
Eyen a reasonably small porcontago of the vast Indian population, if educated, would 
bo unable to find employment in tho Serviced. Tho remedy is not a restriction in 
the number of tho educated, but a wide expansion of triuio, industry and oommorco. 
As unemployment among tho educated classes naturally creates discontentment and 
dissatisfaction with the existing order of things, it id all tho greater duty of the 
Htate to take steps to ameliorate tlioir conditions. Tho recent movomont for Rural 
Development is a welcome move ; bu! a similar endeavour for urban development 
is equally called for. What is wanted Is a well-organised sohomo for stimulating 
indigenous industries and marketing thoir products. Wo need first rate experts to 
train our youfigmen and women to set up small industries not requiring much capital 
as investment. ' 


A great political leader of Irdia has recently remarked that "Universities must 
be made self-supporting and that they havo no claim on Btato funds, but that they 
should bo maintained by examination and other foes paid by students and by endowments 
from industrial and other organisations which employ graduates”. Ho has in strong 
language said that ho is opposed to all higher education buing paid for from the 
general revenues, and has proclaimed his firm conviction that “the vast amount of 
the so-called education in Arts given in our colleges is sheer waste, and has resulted 
in unemployment among tho educated classes, destroyed the health, both mental and 
physical, of tho boys and girls who havo tho misfortuno to go through tho grind 
in our colleges " This is a scathing criticism which one may venture to hope is 
not quite justified. 


As an ideal tho Uoivorsity may no doubt bo self-supporting but this does not 
hold good for a backward country. There is just as groat a responsibility of Govcrn- 
(hofr h „UK VanC ? 1 'i 0 . 011 •, an ,. '“toilectua! progress of its people as to advance 

aht lh Ff « u I f \° dm w,ut;3t,0fl w « ljlJ not havo progressed at ail but ior 
Pf' 7a o hcuofection wore forthcoming, il our millionaires, big commercial 
* ln . V'* proprietors, by their acts of generosity, wero to make 
largo endowments, aud if we had in India anything like tho British or American 
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philanthropy for founding Uniyersftie*, there would be no need for Government help 
at all. Bat that time seems to be far off, As things stand at present there is 
not a single University in British India which can support itself without Govern¬ 
ment aid. So long as private sources remain inadeqna'e, the claim of Universities on 
Government fonds mast be recognised. India is still in its infancy so far as its educa¬ 
tional development is eonc-'rnod and in early stages we 6hou!d not expect the 
Universities to be financially soff-safficing. 11 Government help were to be with¬ 
drawn suddenly tho Universities would find it utterly impossible to meet their 
expenses oat of fees received from students unless the fees are raised to an 
exorbitant extent and this in turn will cans* snch a serioog fall in the number of 
students as to frustrate the object itself. The progress of a country is io4is?olubly 
connected and bound up with the growth of its University education. I'S advance 
depends on the quality of its University men who become pioneers in various 
activities when tn»y enter life. All development will be seriously jeopardised and ail 
growth arrested if the Universities were unfortnnatalv to collapse for want of 
sufficient funds to run them. No greater calamity can befall India than the closing 
down of its Universities and the barring of the door of higher education except to 
those in possession of golden keys. For generations there has been an agitation that 
far too little waa being spent on' education. But now there is a sudden somersault 
and we bear the complaint that loo much public money is being 6pent on 
Universities. 

Nothing is more alarming than tbis novel attitudo of mind towards higher 
education which envisages its being left to private enterprise only, absolving tha 
fcjtate of all responsibilities respecting it. According to this strange proposal University 
charters will be given to groups of men with approved integrity and honesty 
provided the State has to bear no cost of running the University. The State will 
only ran a department of higher education which will meet its expenses by the 
fees realised from examinations,’' Such an arrangement on tho very face of it would 
be wrong in many respects, the greatest objection being that it will perpetuate and 
even tnuhiply tho present defects in higher education which a!) educationists are 
endeavouring to remove. Tho evils of such a retrograde step which will place 
higher education at the metcy of private enterprise, can be pictured only by those 
who have some acquaintance with the kind of Universities existing in some of the 
smaller States of America, where Doctorate degrees are conferred on applicant 
iy correspondence. 

The benefits of University education are not confined to the student community of 
particular years bnt spread far and wide ; its utility is widespread, and the entire 
country benefits by tho advancement of higher education. The graduates in Science 
and Arts, who pass out of the Universities, take an active part in the development 
of the country and many become leaders in the various spheres of life. Their 
number may be small, but tbeir potential value is great. They help to raise the 
general Etandard of tha country far more qnickly than would be the case if education 
were confined to studies of a primary character only. All these should be a sufficient 
recompense for the Government grants, which Universities receive. After all, no 
country can progress without highly educated leaders and a large percentage of our 
most distinguished men havo not come from families notorious for their affluence. 

Thera seems to be a universal demand for vernaculars being made the media of 
instruction. This is already being done in the primary schools, and the method can 
be easily extended to secondary schools. No one can object to the programme of 
gradually miking Vernaculars the media of instruction at the University stage also, 
and I do earnestly hope a time will come when oar literature will be so enrich d with 
translations from Western languages and also with original productions as easily to 
supplant and replace English : but the stage has not arrived vet. Higher studies in 
Philosophy, History, Economics or Political Science cannot be fcad without the know¬ 
ledge of a European language. For the Sciences, knowledge of even German and 
French in addition to English is also required. It would be an idle claim to put 
forward at present that for acquiring Western knowledge, the English language, 
which is spoken cot only throughout the British Empire but also in the greater part 
of North America, and possesses a vast literature, can bo easily dispensed with. 
Vernaculars should be gradually, and not suddenly, introduced as the media of ins¬ 
truction. Tbis is quite practicable. The Osmania University, enjoying a generous 
aad magnificent State grant, has already started the experiment 0 f teaching all the 
subjects in vernacular, English being retained as a compulsory subject. 
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In * Totalitarian S!«to, the educational ideas of tha Dictator and bis faction 
are forced on an unwilling population, as ho claims to bo the sole judge of the 
interest of the entire nation and Rbaolntcly infallible, Whatovcr be thinks is the 
final word, and whatevor he order* is the law. That attitude of mind should not 
prevail in this country. Education is an international subject and we should draw 
upon the researches of educationists in all the countries and profit by their ex¬ 
perience, and not bo carried away by the bold Ingenuity of an indigenous theory. 
It would, therefore, bo a grave misfortune if existing schools were to bo abolished 
on a wholesale scats and replaced by school* of a new type modelled on a new 
educational theory. Tho wiser course, of course, would bo to start a limited 
number of schools of the new typo and leave tho success of their real working to 
be judged by actual experience. 

The existing educational system is certainly dcfectivo and has not produced tha 
desired result*. Hut much of that is not duo to (tny defect inherent in the system 
ittelf, but to many extraneous causes and surrounding circumstances, for which 
tho existing system has been rather undeservedly condemned. In tho University 
wo are not directly concerned with schemes of primary education. Nevertheless, as 
tho primary schools nro tha foundation of tho educational system, and tho secondary 
schools built upon them servo as feeders for tbn Universities, University authorities 
and academic bodio* cannot bo altogether indifferent to any drastic reform of the 
primary schools that may bo in contemplation, as this is bound to bavo reper¬ 
cussions later and mny affect tho quality of University education itself. Tho system 
of education, bb it exists in India to-day, unquestionably needs drnslio reforms in 
many direction*. But what wo havo to see in every endeavour for reform is that 
wo may not change things for tho worse : and for this purpose wo must have a 
clear vision of our objective. A drastic cnango introduced in hosto may furnish 
cause for repentcnce later. 


Educational outlook has undergono phenomena! changes during the recent 
years ; and what was a few yoars ago merely a demand for an industrial bias to 
our education ba* como to bo regarded ns the Soto objective. For tho great masses 
of the students receiving primary education, if it in made freo and compulsory, 
prater straw should unquestionably bo laid on manual training and handicrafts. 
The new schools that are established particularly in the rural area*, should be of 
the vocational kind. A# regard* tho urban areas, tho earliest steps taken should 
bn gradually to transform a number of tho existing secondary schools Into tho 
Tolyteehniquo typo of schools, giving a practical bona to vocational training for 
Ihnse who have no ambition to prosecute their studies further. At tho same time 
it should be remembered that technical schools cannot bo developed to an unlimited 
extent, for available occupation® may fail to absorb all the products of the 
school*. The school* of tho literary typo must also exist side by side with the 
Ptilytirhniijiies. for tho benefit of those who wish to prosooute their studies further. 
Considerable difficulties are bound to bo experienced if too great attention is paid 
to exclusively practical training in all tho secondary schools. The new kind of 
students joining tho University will not have been trained on lincB requisite for 
a University career, and the practical knowledge acquired by them at the expense 
of theoretical knowtedgo would be of very iitilo ovuit to them for purposes of 
higher education. Even if It be assumed that there would bo a bifurcation at 
the secondary stage, it is to be feared that quality will suffer as a great part of 
the Rtudcnts time will have been devoted to pursuits of a non-literary character. 
The only appropriate course i* to have schools of both the types sido by side for 
tbo two different purposes in view. 


It would not bo fair to criticise, on theoretical grounds only, a now scheme 
? prepared o;y a bo*dy of educational exports. It would be more just to 

But even a friendly critic can draw 
sound a note of caution regarding 


give it a Isir trial, *nd watch the result. 

attention to a few broad points in order to __ _ „„ vvl vl 

certain aspects which do not prime facie appear to bo convincing. 

. The ortgina! notion that the new primary schools should bo “self-supporting" 
has had to be abandoned. But even the modified idea that tbo new typo of schools 
would pay towards tho costs of tho teaching staff or even cover the major portion 
Si [k! ru , nn ‘ n 8 expenses U nothing but ovor-optimism. Tho true economic value 
w I 1 ' OU lI 10 ^sufficient to meet even a fraction of the 

^‘,,>5* {? Ket 0,rcr * hi * difficulty the suggestion is that tho State 
should guarantee taking over at fair prices the product of the work done by the 
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school children. Tbe sate-proeeed* of the articles made by the children even at 
the high schedule rates can hardly suffice to pay the salaries c£ the staff, mneb less 
for oiher heavy expenditure like, buildings, equipments, books, furniture etc. Tbe 
purchase of tbe school products would be useless without the State enforcing their 
sales at the inflated pricca. Tbo responsibility thrown on the Slate for tbe purchase 
of the products at fixed rates, irrespective of their quality and workmanship, would 
require a State organisation for forcing such products on the market and com¬ 
pelling people to purchase them at high prices regardless o? their intrinsic value. 
And if, on the other band, they are to be sold at their proper market value, tbe 
losa borne by the State would be merely a novel form of indirect grants to the 
schools, with tbe expenses of the Bales organisation unnecessarily added. Fiat rates 
for purchases of articles, in spite of their varying qualities would kill all incentive 
for improvement If expenses of the school are to be met largely out of such 
income there will be a very seriooa danger of tbe young children being exploited 
by teachers who are anxious to win the favour of the Inspecting staff by showing 
a good output They would be inclined to exact as much manual work and labour 
from the children as possible, as tbev would be obsessed with the importance of the 
economic aspect at the sacrifice o! the educational and cultural. A child of tender 
a;e is not expected even to pay for the nourishment he receives, and has to be fed 
and clothed by his parents, far less should be be made to work to obtain education 
through bis own labour. II he comes of a poor family, he gives some kind of a 
return for bis maintenance, when ho grow* older by manual labour of sorts. To 
compel his parents to maintain him for a long period of seven years while the poor 
child is working hard all tbe time to maintain the teaching staff of his school 
seems a little incongruous. Such a system may degenerate into an exploitation 
of child labour. 

For children in rural areas, who have no expectalion of prosecuting their stndies 
further, greater emphasis should appropriately be laid on manual labour which would 
be of practical utility to them. A reorientation is needed for making education in 
rural schools more practical so that the boys may receive sufficient training for 
doing productive work aDd become capable of earning a living for themselves. Bat 
for those children who will ultimately pass into the secondary schools, particularly 
if preparing for a University education, too much time spent on manual training up 
to the ago of 14 would be a serious handicap to them. As mattters stand at 
present, the time spent in secondary schools is not sufficient even for imparting to 
tbo boys all the knowledge that they should necessarily possess before joining a 
University. If during the first fourteen years they are to spend more than two-thirds 
of their school-time on forms of industrial training and less than one-third on 
cultural training, as has been actually proposed, the time devoted to the Latter woold 
be grossly inadequate, and it is extremely doabtful whether the boys would at all 
be able to assimilate the subjects prescribed in the elaborate syllabus. They are sure 
to remain weak iu their secondary stage and will consequently be later all the less 
equipped for joining a University. The syllabus prescribed appears at first sight to 
lay too much emphasis on training in weaving and spinning, which are apparently 
regarded as the basio craft. Ibis no doubt has a political value, but there should 
be a limit to carry politics into everything. The proposed syllabus ignores many 
oiher equally important raral industries. Even assuming that co-education is to be 
decided upon, one would have expected that in vocational training also there would 
bo soma distinction drawn between tha kinds of education to be given to girls and 
boys. One common syllabus for both boys and girls, as appears to hare been 
attempted, is open to question. Domestio science, cooking, knitting and sewing 
should be indispensable for girls. As for boys, sports and drill should 
never be overlooked, 

t am anxious not to be misunderstood, and would therefore mention that I have 
myself for years in Convocation Addresses bean strongly advocating that a pronounced 
vocational bend should be given to our education. I do not minimise the importance 
of economic considerations and the imperative need of improving one’s financial pros¬ 
pects. But thesu shouM not be given more than their due weight in educational 
reforms. In tbe matter of higher education, pare pursuit of knowledge should not 
be mixed up with the problem of food. We have to think in terms of the nation 
as a whole just aa much as in the terms of individuals. The test of a highly edu¬ 
cated man is not only that he is able to earn so much, but rather how best be 
can serve in the intellectual uplift of his country. Eminent scientists in advanced 
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countries have never boon ns rich ns manufacturers of motor cars or tin-plates 
anti yet Immunity owes more to tho former than tho latter. la our own country, 
we have beard and soon eminent men of totters and science who lived for knowledge 
nod died as poor moo, while others with much lesser intoltootiial attainments rose 
high in life, built palaces and loft orores far their children. It is thus obvious thal 
knowledge cannot and should not bn taken solely as a means of naming livelihood oi 
wealth, and our schemes of educational reforms should not ho overweighted with any 
such extrnnnous consideration. Life is more than bread and butter. University education 
has the nobler purpose of acquisition, advancement and diffusion of knowledge left 
by our ancestors, and then onlargo and expand it by our own researches, and finally 
hand over tbo ncooraulation to posterity, with tho satisfaction that wo also have 
played our humble part ia the advance of human knowledge to the eternal benefit of 
mankind. 

It remains now to offer to you, toy young friends, who have oomo hare to-day to 
receive your wull-earnod degrees and diplomas my heartiest congratulations on yoar 
success nt tho examinations of the University. You aro about to outer into a life 
which is far more varied and complex than that which your ciders lived. For 
one thing, tho question of livelihood has become much more vital to-day 
than it over was in tho past, because it la becoming daily more dinieult 
to scourB means of subsistence. Most of you, perhaps, would prefer to walk 
tho oasior pnth of socking a jab and living a Ufa of contentment on securing 
it. But employments are not so oasy to obtain now as they wore some decades bask. 
The influence winch your elders in tho family and nt the University can exorcise ia 
your favour is no longer of any great effoot, for most of tho Government servants 
are recruited as a result of competitive examinations in which merit alone counts, 
and not suoh n-commendations as you may be able to proouro. Tho inevitable result 
will be more disappointments, than satisfactions, and fewer successes than failures. 
Tho problem before you will call for tho greatest amount of patience and fortitude, 
with whioh, I hope year framing in tho University has fully equipped you. I offer 
to all el you my best wishes for your successful careers. A man of education and 
culture, ia whutovor sphero ot life ha may be placed, should ever foul that the 
main function of his life is to adviiuoti tho knowledge ho has acquired in his college. 
In other words, ha should think that his studunt-lifo has not yat ended, nay it his 
only started niter his passing through tho limitations nnd routines of academic life. 
A man imbued with this spirit will oontiuuo to road and study and think in 
whatever situation ho finds himself, employed or unemployed, whether in trade, 
professions or publia service, bo ho rich or poor. To him this lifo will bo precious, 
despite all the bitterness of bis experiences, nnd to thin typo I hops every young 
graduate of this University will try to conform. 


•> The Patna University Convocation 

The following arc extracts from tho address dolivored by Professor Amarmth 
Jha at the annual Convocation of tho Patna University held on tho 29tb, November 
1936 ;— 

All my life-work has brought mo Into touch with students, and I am happy to 
have this oppoitunity of meeting tho rising generation of my native province. Of 
a rectorial undress tt has been said that it ia not a speech, it is not a sermon, it is 
nut a lecture ; it is by tradition too Jong to bo light, too short to bo exhaustive. 
Convocation Addresses have tended latterly to bo essays in educational reorganisation 
or else they have dwelt on unemployment more dread than Oorgoos, and Hydras, and 
Chimaeias dire. I have made elsewhere my own contributions to these subjects, tho 
importance of which I fer one do not minimise. But I desire to transcood these 
topics and address myself to matters that moro vitally and permanently affect tho 
lives and thoughts of those who are to-day sent out by tbo University in tho con¬ 
fidence that they will bo faithful to tho light within them. You goo so much around 
you to depress and dishearten. The entire ago seems so lacking in moral grandeur, 
in moments of doubt you fear you are no bettor than shadows in a dream. What 
light can I shed, what golden spell can 1 weave to shatter thesa clouds of darkness ? 
In the words I am to address to you I shall try, If you will bear with mo, to per¬ 
suade you that, despilo the many circumstances which make you imagine that woary 
thoughts and hours of pain and hopeless moods aro yoar appointed lot, he was a false 
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teacher who said (hat tho happiest were thoso who wars nover born and the next 
happiest those who died as soon as thoy wore born. In tho world around ns there seem 
signs of coming doom. Contemporary (wonIs in India and abroad, tho negation of 
morality in international affairs, tho oconamic muddle extrication from which appears, 
so improbable, the jars aod tangles of public life,—ail combine to prodace a state of 
mind akin to despair. 

There is, indeed, much to oauso torments of grief. Even in India where the num¬ 
ber of (iterate persons is woefully Rraall, there are hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
young University graduates who feel that tho world is out of joint, and has no ass 
for them and can do nothing for them. Well-meaning gentleman, whose sympathies 
are keener than their vision, suggest in despair tint there is too much of education 
in this country. One of mv most distinguished prodecessora on this platform said that 
ho could not reconcile himself to India becoming a nation of learned beggars. 
Mahatma Gandhi, whoso word is law to millions and to differ from whom is to fail 
from grace, says that the state should cease to run its arts colleges; voluntary 
contributions should support medical colleges, agricultural colleges must be self- 
supporting. Even though ho would not dream of forcing his opinion on others, yet 
such is tho roveronco for him, and so high is tho regard for his views, that even soma 
progressive thinkers havo bean hypnotised into agreeing with him. With the utmost 
deference and humility I wish to state that the problem is not mainly one of edu¬ 
cation and that a good education can become a euro for our ills only when it is 
associated with good conditions in other departments of life. Good education will be 
fully effective only when thoro nro good social conditions and, among individuals, 
good beliefs and feelings. Ono who has attached so much significance to the spiri¬ 
tual Iifo does not need to bo reminded that mero wealth-giving training, education 
that has only an ocouomio significance, serves only ono—and that not the higher— 
sido of humau nature. A community may bo competent in economic, defensive, sani¬ 
tary, oven political concerns : it will still seed something which will minister to its 
higher needs. Much of it may have no direct bearing on tho earning of one's 
daily broad, but it undoubtedly determines what a man is and what a nation wiii 
be. There is so much confusion in tho prevailing discussion on this vexed subject 
of tho difficulty of recent graduates to find employment, so mooli vague talk, so 
much mischievous agitation that it is necessary to utter a brief word of warning. 
“Unemployment is mainly a symptom of industrial maladjustment.’ 1 The world is 
getting over-populated, in 19i3 tboro woro 1,900 million banian beings : a centnry 
ago there were half this number, and tho rate of increase continues to be one per 
cent pur annum. If this rate is maintained, it has been calculated that the earth 
will barely provide standing room for all men. Then most countries have lost or are 
losing their foreign trade, thanks to exceedingly effective protective tariff walls. 
There is the rapid and progressive increase in labour-saving contrivances, which in 
somo trades enable one man to do the work of twenty and which have made men 
the victims of tho machines which thoy have created. Women are being employed 
in increasing numbers as wage-earners. These nro tho main causes of unemploy¬ 
ment Among the various remedies adopted in different countries to check over¬ 
crowding in the professions and to relievo unemployment are : controlling student 
enrolments, raising of foes and lengthening of courses, discrimination against women, 
prohibition of multiple omployments, lowering the ago of retirement. But, “what is 
needed is a clear insight into existing trends on the labour market, a full under¬ 
standing of the shifts id occupational patterns caused by technological progress and 
its repercussions upon tho economic structure and the social concepts of the various 
countries." In India a careful survey of tho country’s needs and a clear view of the 
social structure of the futnro must precede the educational planning which is 
necesssary and indeed urgent. This careful planning will prevent the revolution 
which is inevitable if there is a large number of dejected, hopeless, hungry 
intellectuala. 

If we cannot dream, must we then despair ? *Why were tho saints sints ?” some¬ 
one asked. And the answer oamo, '“Because thoy wore cheerful whoa it was difficult to 
bo cheerful, and patient when it w.is difficult to be patient. They pushed on when 
they wanted to stand still, and kept sitent when they wanted to talk.” One of the 
most distinguished of British medical men said tho other day that a certain aloof- 
doss, a withdrawing of the mind at times from tho busy-oess of life is a requisite 
to mental hygiene. Well, in the quietness of thought, let us ask If the foundations 
of modern ‘philosophy can stand only on the assumption that the whole temple of 

60 
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mao’s achievement must inevitably bo burled baooath the debris of a universe in 
rains, I believe that man is not ijurroundod only by Infinite wrath and Infinite des¬ 
pair. Country, literature, art, the solanoes, pnilospliy, and religion all combine to 
make life sweet, even though the thorns may cause ono to bleed. There is. despite 
many indications of darkness and storm and the aflor-silenoo that Is more frightful 
still, ample justification far the faith that we are something more than remnants of 
a dream, and that we keep marching on to the light oolestlal. 


Have faith In yourselves and in your destiny. Greatness and goodness never 
die. Believe in your own thoughts and hopes and Ideals, Say what yon have to 
say with all the skill and charm that you can command ; if thero ia any worth in 
yonr thought your words will soon become the trumpet of a prophecy. Do what you 
cao do with all your might Do cot be afraid of making mistakes. He who nover 
made a mistake never made anything, Have ambition. Above all remember that 
where thero is no vision, tho po’oplo perish. Who oouid hove prophesied that tho 
young Warwickshire lad, ill-educated npprontieo to a butcher, would live to write 
poetry that not mnrblo, nor tho guitdod monuments of princes can outlive, and 
create oharaotors more familiar to us than our most intimate friends ? Who that 


know the young Prince Siddhnrtha, brought up In luxury, winning the iovo of meek 
Yashodhara with whom he dwelt in a paiaoo so stately and beautiful that in ail the 
earth there was no place like unto it, whoro no whisper reached of actios and pain 
and sickness, and oven the decaying rose and tho dying leaves wore hidden f rom sight, 
—who could have imagined that ho would leave It all behind him, and chooso to 
wander over tho earth, oiad in the garb tho out-casts woar,—and this because of tho 
voice of sorrow that hurt him and tho pity that moved him, searching ceaselessly 
the Light and tho Law V Or in tho seventh oentury, a child of tho tribo Koroish, 
engaged as a caravan conductor, only moderately educatod, learning the habits anti 
tho language of tho Bedouins, accompanying Meoonn tradors to h>yria and perhaps 
Egypt, who could have known that on Mount Hira he would roootvo tho revelation 
that mado him God's monthpieeo, and enabled him to enunciate tho momentous 
doctrines of tho unity of God and tho future life ? But these and other tall men, 
sun-crowned, have all ruliod on themselves, have all had faith in themselves, have 
all spoken their latent conviotiQB, have all contributed to tho world what none but 
they could contribute. Had they allowed adverse eiraumstanoos to dishearten them ; 
had they yielded to tho storm and tho tempest ; had shame or neglect or abuso 
deterred thorn from tbolr path or dimmed the vision that inspired them—they could 
not have carved their names in tho Temple of Fame. Rmnomber Doctor Johnson 
teaching schoolboys, compiling his Dictionary, reporting parliamentary speeches, 
dwelling In squalor, with no passfon for oloaa linen, his wig singed, fils slippers 
torn, his brooches baggy, yet In a company that Included tho brilliant artist. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Burko, greatest of political philosophers, Goldsmith, tho bur 
otherwise known as Boswell, Johnson occupied undisputed tho first place. Remember 
Robert Burns, in tho dnrk hour of neglect making the attempt to win tho peace of 
eternal oblivion, contemplating Iho living presence of death while stilt young, and 
yet singing deathless songs, tender without losing strength, declaring his robust 
conviction that tho honest man, though e'er sao poor. Is king o'men for a' that 
Remember, In our own oountry, Kalidasa Btung to shamo by tho scorn of his learned 
spouse, devoting years of hard work, scorning delights, assiduously wooing tho musos 
and growing to bo a pool aod dramatist for whom as for Homor seven cities contend 
as to being his birth-place, but who is tho priocloss possession of the whole world. 
And remember Oholib, imprisoned for tho alleged enmo of gambling, so humiliated 
as to long for escape to Egypt, Persia. Baghdad ; in financial straits as a result of 
tho rising of 1857 ; hm pension Btoppod ; yet writing versos that aro at once tho 
delight of the many and a present worthy of Apollo. What oouid they have achieved 
without tbo bnrning conviction that great words, groat thoughts, and great deeds 
cannot die but with tho snn and moon rooow their light for over ? 

It may not bo given to everyone to reach tho heights ; many are called but fow 
aro chosen. No oae knows tho elect aro to ho, Honost endeavour, the exercise of 
nl! one s talents, anremittlng toll will carry oao far, and if, as may happen, failure 
should bo the end. the conossousness of health not abused, iatolioot rightly employed, 
and aervlco faithfully attempted will ho a sonreo of comfort aod solace 1 And what 
can one do more than try ? Yon cannot bo loaders all, but you can bo useful ia 
your own humble spheres and have faith in tlioso who are selected to lead you 
Above all, havo faith in tho country that gave you birth. Wo have much to learm 
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it Is truo. But It Is tfuo also that our civilisation and oulturo arc possessions ol 
which wo may legitimately bo proud. 

Oar Literature, both in Sanskrit and lha numerous modem languages, Is vast and 
rich and varied, Whether wo look to tho Vedas, the inspired word of tho sages who 
lived when tho worid was young and who sang hymns that roveai so much feeling, 
such appreciation of the elemental forces, and so much wonder nod delight • whether 
wo travel a few centuries forward and listen to tho sonorous lines of the Upaaishads, 
the oldest philosophical compositions of the world ; whother we travel In the realms 
of gold and breathe tho pure sorooe of Bharavl and Dandin, Bana and Magha, Bha- 
vahhuti and Kalidasa ; then whether we lose ourselves In the philosophical mazes of 
Kapila, Contain, Juiminl, Shnnkarn, Kumarila, and Vacbaspati; or whother we read 
tho over-fresh legends of tho divine heroes of the ilahabharata and the Ramayana; 
m whatsoever direction our tastes may lead ns, whether in astronomy or mathematics, 
the fioo arts or tho useful arts, Sanskrit will answer our highest expectations and 
provide us with some of the sublimest achievements of the human mind. Nor aro 
our modern languages unworthy. Who can remain unmoved by the songs of tho 
’ aishnava lyrists or tho more homely utterances of the wandering minstrels, or listen 
without rapture to the modern seer, tho pride of Bengal aod of India, Uablndranath 
Tagore ? Bank err, Chandra Chat ter jl, Sarat Cbatterii, Komesh Butt, jlichael Madhu- 
sudan Datt, Nobin Ben, IJwijondra Lai Roy, Atul Prasad Sen, Nazrut Islam aro somo 
of the other masters of Bengali whoso works their grateful countrymen will not 
willingly lot die. In Bihar, wo have Jyotirishwar Thakur’s Varnaratoakar, in all 
probability, tho earliest book in a North-Indian language : the religious hymns and 
tho love poems of Vidyapatl, a M&ithtli poot who is claimed both by tho Bengali and 
by Hindi ; tho lovely lyrics of Govindadasa; somo ot the best specimens of 
modern drama by Krishnadatta, Umapatl, and Harshanath ; tho writings of Ambika- 
datta Yvas, Mohnninl Mnhato, and several other younger writers such as Dinkar. Of 
Hindi tho treasuro-houBO is of ample proportions; a largo corner ts occupied by 
Tulashidas, whoso BamachaHtmanasa has been compared to the Bible In its Intlsi- 
eouo on tho daily life and thought of vast multitudes ; Surdas, whoso Surasagar Is a 
veritable epic, characterised by remarkable insight into human naturo and a truly 
wonderful gift of character painting ; Mira, whoso impassioned and spontaneous songs 
a saintly Sappho might have ouvled without being able to achieve them; writers on 
poetics and rhetoric whoso number can hardly bo computed ; masters of heroic verso 
such as Bbushao ; and in modem times, Hartshchandrn, Mahavir Prasad Dwivodi, 
Hatnnkar, Ayodhya Singh, Shridhar I’athak, Premohand, Maitbillsharan, Jay Shankar 
Prasad, and younger writers like Bumitranandan, Niraia and Sudarshan. In Urdu we 
have the charming simplicity and directness of Mir; Sauda who touched many forms 
and touched nothing without adorning ilj tho deep thoughtfulness and originality of 
Glialib; Dagh so reminiscent of the cavalier lyrists, but more arch and more nimble 
in his intellect tho vast canvas on which Anees paints tho deathless story of 
Karbala and makes It so human and so near to men's business and bosoms ; the rich 
inventiveness nnJ copiousness of Sarshar : tho half-playful half-serious wit and Irony 
oi Akbar, Bhad of your own Azimabad ; the splendour that was Iqbal ; Ilasrat Mobaui, 
who, alas now gives to party what was meant for mankind ; and Safi and Zarif of 
Lucknow and Sacd of Delhi and Asghar and Josh, aud Jigar. I wish I had tho 
knowledge to speak of tho other languages of the land, Marathi and Gujarati, and 
the rich languages of tho South, each one of them, whether old or young, with a 
noble literature. 

Again our ait is truly an expression of our national self. A modern writer says 
that Beauty is tho feeling of being raised up, and according to a Sanskrit poet 
Beauty ever gains a newness and a freshness. These qualities of freshness, newness 
and nobility are especially noticeable in the art of our country. The stupas of Sanchi ; 
the sculptures of Bharhut and Aroaravati, with the lovely Yakshinis and the aerial 
drvads; the great Stupa of Borobudur—tho greatest Buddhist monument la tho 
world—with Its eloquent talo of love and worship, the familiar scenes at the well, 
a group of women under the sbado of the Bodhi tree near the villago temple, or the 
next scene, a group of dancers and musicians this time rapt in melody aud forgetful 
of all but rhythm and motion, or another panel depictings rich argosy tossed in a 
tempest, with tho angry waves rising oo all sides ; the Bamavsna story engraved at 
Frambauam in Java, or on tho temple at Somanathpuram in Mysore ; or somo of tho 
miniature images of Tara and Prajnapaiamita—aro possessions that we would not 
part with. And then the Frescoes at Ajanta— tho Bodhisattva oi Cavo I with tho 
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expresslon of peace find aoronlty on hfs face, (ho front benediction of his smile, tho 
Dance Scones also In Cave X ; the mother nnd ohild in Cava XVIX, the flying 
Apsaras, and the unmlstakablo figuro of the lutnaist Narada, fond of mirth and 
mischief—the entire group givink tho impression of airiness ; and, finally the Toilet- 
scone—all pictures made by retired monks, working in forest eaves surrounded by 
wild beasts toiling in tho dark in spots where tho rays of tho sun hardly shine for 
more than one hour in tho day, sleeping on stono benches, spending their leisure 
hours in prayer and meditation—but all breathing a spirit of love nod delight and 
pleasure, overlooking nothing, depicting ovary side of life, from tho great Buddha 
bringing Wisdom, and the King surrounded by his Court to the beggar and tho 
outcast nnd even the pedagogue thrashing tho wayward pupil. The stupendous temples 
of the South end tho elfin beauty of Anasagnr nnd tho gardens of Srinagar and 
last of all the Tai, “n song of joy transmiifod into stone, rhythm and rest, motion 
and pan so at oner—what noble heritnge could we wish to have ? And we have 
great spirits still with its—Nnndtid Boso, Clnighlni, Asit Haidar, Saradn Ukil, 
Samarendranalh Gupta, Rtip Kislmn, Biroshwnr Sen, Kami Dcsai, Kahitindra 
Mnjumdar, Hukul Oey, Dhopeshvarkar. Dovi Prasad Itoy Cliaudhury, the Tagores, 
A. D. Thomas and several others. A brilliant nineteenth eotiturv writor, noted for 
his paradoxes nnd his wit, said that there is no snob thing an national art; thore are 
merely artists. But Indian art has n distinctive meaning. Tboro is such a thing as 
Indian Art. The Indian artist, it has been said, is both priest and poet. This is 
tho essential feature of our country’s art it suits our national genius best; and it 
should indicate tho lines along which our art should diivolop in ordor that tbo 
traditions of tranquillity and harmony and idealism may bo maintained ; it should 
not degenerate Into those cubes and straight lines nnd smudges of paint which 
masquerade as tho art of tho future. 

Our music too, despite much discouragement, 1ms never boon mute nor lost its 
special characteristics. Professor Tovoy, a distinguished authority, speaks of European 
music prior to tho fourteenth century frankly as boyond our powers of appreciation. 
In our country, however, the continuity is maintained. The Hama Veda is a remark¬ 
able specimen of the preservation unbroken of ail almost pro-historic tradition, for 
its hvmaa aro recited today in tho temple of Martanda in Kashmir and in the 
schools of tho South in the identical style of tho Vcdic singers of old. Tho enchanting 
strains of Krishna's Huto made the milk-maids forget thomselvos and their task in 
rapture. Most royal courts in Kalidasa’s day had a regular musioroora. 
Under tbo patronage of the Muglud Emperors music flourished exceedingly ; tho 
Aia-e-Akliari mentions no fowor than thirty-six court musicians—singers, and players 
on musical instruments, both Hindus and Muslims,—for whether at Gwalior or 
Lucknow, Gnjrat or Malwo, musia know uo distillation of race or croud. From this 
province of Bihar, tho Nachoris u in tho Torlmt language, composed by Vidvapati, 
on tho violence of tho passion of love,’* found their way, according to Abut Eazi, 
to Akbar's Uourt. Then tho religious reformers, Burden, Kabir, Nanak, Chaitanya, 
Badu, liamdas, Tukaranij Chandidas, gave a constant impetus to music, Thu intimate 
connoxtion between music and many of tho other vital concerns of man is constantly 
emphasised by our poets and musicians. An Indian rngo, it has been well observed, 
is a work of art In which tho tune, tho song, tho picture tho colours, the season, the 
hour and tho virtues are blended together. 

But while asking you to bo proud of Indian literature, Indian Brt, and 
Indian music, I do not for a moment suggest Ihnt wo have reached tho end 
fd our achievements, that wo are not capable of further experiment nnd innovation, 
who can place a limit to our aspirations V 

Those who have watched tho uses to which scientific knowledge has to 
recent times been put are feeling alarmed, nnd tho smouldering distrust of it 
comes once more to tho surface. The practical advantages for whicn it is valued—- 
the convenience of a motor-car or « hug, the skill of the physician or the surgeon, 
the knowledge of the influence of heredity, tho meaning of dronms, antiseptic, flim- 
msking, the talkies, contraceptive, television, radio communication, stream-lined 
transport, air-conditioning, air-ship, and tho many other momentous contribu¬ 
tions of science to tho presetvntioo, understanding and enrichment of human 
life—fade Into Insignificance when we recall tho automatic piaiol, the shell, the 

E m son-gas. The scientist appears to be still an intellectual all-in-all, who allows 
i* gilts to be misused. Uno recalls tho statement of Leonardo da Vinci that a 
science is perfect in so far as it is mathematical. Eddington, a philosopher 
among scientists and a scientist among philosophers, assures us that the 
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materialistic scientist mu«t presumably hold tbe belief that hts wife in n rather 
elaborate differential equation. He says too that the universe i* a thought in tbs 
mind of a Supreme Mathematician ; lor all tbe picture** which science now draws 
of nature and which alone seem capable of according with observational fact, are 
mm hemal ical pictures. All this suggest* a purely material, a purely intellectual, 
a laboratory attitude. One star, said Ht. Paul, differeth from another star, and 
the man ol Science is the Inst person to think of bis own work as the one road 
lending to the light. Knowledge is inexhaustible and wo can never know all. 
This should rncoutoge a mood not of despair but rather of exaltation. There are 
always fresh realms to explore, new worlds to conquer, and tho baths of all the 
western slurs to discover. Tho conflict between science and faith is in reality no 
con flirt, Eminent scientists Bpcnk of their own work as having been conceived in 
a sla c akin to what the mystics call 'ecBtasy*. Einstein, speaking of Max Planck, 
says : “The emotional condition which renders possible such achievements is like 
that of the religious devotee or the lover ; tho dsily striving is dictated by nc 
principle or programme, but arises from an immediate personal need.” Similarly, 
Hir Oliver Lodge speaks of insight as being possible through faith. And what is it 
that tho scientist finds, whether in moments of inspiration or through hours of 
weary toil V What is the vision of tho Truth as he Bees it t Spinoza said that a 
triangle, if only it had tbe power of speech, would say that tho God is 
eminently triangular, and a circle would say that Pivioo Nature is eminently 
circular. What does tho scientist say ? Judging from the utterances of tho 
most thoughtful contemporary scientists one is gratified to discover that they 
join religion in holding up before humanity a transcendental ideal. They do not 
consider scientific research to bo merely * useful adjunct to the army, the 
factory, or tho hospital. Ptolemy, tho Alexandrine astronomer, said that if hut a 
moment ho gazed up to the night's starry domain of heaven, be stood no longer on 
earth ; he touched the Creator, and bis lively spirit drank immortality. Einstein 
writes; “It Is enough for me to contemplate tbe mystery of conscious fife 
perpetuating itself through all eternity—to reflect upon the marvellous structure of 
the Universe which we enn dimly perceive, and to try humbly to comprehend even 
an infiDilesima! part of the intelligence manifested in nature. Sir J. A. Thomson 
says : ''If we enquire into the beginning of wbat used to be called Matter and 
Energy, what can we do but echo St. John's words : “In the beginning was Mind, 
and the Mind was with God ; and tbe Mind was God ; and without it there was 
not anything made.' 1 Science is on tho right track ; already it has proved that 
spare by itself and time by itself are mere shadows ; already it endeavours to get 
to the source of the prc-estnblished harmony of the universe ; already it declares 
in no uncertain terms that tho one Reality which gives meaning to existence is 
tbe belief that tho Universe is ruled by Mind, whether the Mind of a Mathematician 
or of an Artist or of a Poet, or all of them. As Whitehead says, “Philosophy 
begins in wonder. And, at the end, when philosophic thought has done its beBt, 
tbe wonder remain*. There have been added, however, some grasp of tho immensity 
of things, some purification of emotion by understanding.” 

Is this tantamount to saying that the scientific vision is identical with 
religious vision V la the last analysis art, music, literature, science, religion, 
all alike impress upon us the truth that man must erect himself above himself, 
that God bath made man upright, that evolution, ascent, aspiration, Onward march, 
is man's destiny and privilege, yesterday, and today, and forever. It is not 
without much fear that I speak of religion, Tho delirious riot of religion 
engenders so much falsehood. Professional preachers produce so often tho 
impression that religion is to bo chiefly prized as an excuse for making 
others unhappy. It is confused so constantly with dogma and subtle speculative 
opinions. In our own country religion seems to stand for bigotry'vjanaticism, 
intolerance, cant and formalism ; we have a god who abhors music, and a god 
whom music alone can please. Religion includes with ns the script in which we 
write and the words which we utter. It may bo said of our pious men, as a 
character iu one of Strindberg's plays says to a sanctimonious nurse : 

“Too no Booncr speak of God and love than your voice beeomos hard and your 
eyes DU with hato.” Little do they realise, those who grate on their scrannel pipes 
of wretched straw their lean and ilisby songs, what disservice Ibey do. Lovo and 
charity are tho two gilts of ovary true religion, lovo of earthly things for tho sake 
of tho absolute lovehuess, lovo of fair conduct, lovo of fair principles, lovo of 
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absotuto beauty ; charily towards all, yog, oven towards thoso who injnro yon. AH 
religions agree in tolling us that God Intended man to use and enjoy tlie world 
and its goods. 

Jixeannaro bhadra ahnlani pashyati. Eii jiwantamanando naram var.iha 
shatadappi : Rejoice ; oven as tho morning stars sing together. Renunciation, sack¬ 
cloth and ashes are not necessary. Tho Upanishnda say: “Neither neglect your 
wordly welfare,” Religion holps to realise tho nature of tho soul, of which the Gita 
says that It is not born, nor does it die, nor is it a thiog that comes into being 
oneo, and, passing away, will nover oomo Into being again. It Is unborn, ancient, 
sempiternal; it is not slain with tho slaying of tho body. Religion teaches ns to aspire 
to n certain levol of morn! oxeolioaeo ; It points to a certain level of conduct below 
which wo dread to fall. It sweetens to-day and fills our days with fragrance. All 
tho quiet of thought and all tho passion of dream unito to bring to us tho conviction 
that we oannot stir a flower without troutding of a star. Hath the tneasurnbio and 
mortal and tho Immeasurable and immortal parts of life are nourished by religion. 

Yon, to whom these words are addressed, nro in tho springtide of life. Yon have 
tho idealism of youth, its generous Impulses, its freedom from suspicion, its capacity 
for service. You have tho will to remould tho world. You havo frequently been advised, 
I believe, to “live labourious days.” Disciplined life, stronuous life, arduous iifo—these, 
I believe, have often boon held up as your ideal. Tho messsgo I wish to leave behind 
is that of tho Joyous Life. 

Partriotism takes us out of tho narrow groove of solf ; art that nurses tho uncon¬ 
querable hope; philosophy that makes oao see all creatures in oneself and or.cself io 
all creatures ; iiteraturo that enlarges our Intorosts and extends our sympathies and 
removes ail barriers of time ond spaeo and ooooorns itself with whnt bus been and 
may bo again ; music untwisting all the chains that tie the hidden soul of harmony ; 
science that sets no limits to its achievements ; religion that brings tho glory of all 
glories—aro all tho needful preludes of tho drama In which men piay a part—all add 
to man’s stature and keep him erect and rlavato him, and maio him approximate 
nearer to the True, the Good, and tho Beautiful. 


It should not havo boon necessary for mo to speak at such length on these fwtee- 
totd themes to you who have for a few yoars stood upon equal ground, wlioro there 
was distinction to bo aohiovod by all who wore capable, wlioro you havo boon seekers 
after knowledge, part of a corporation farmed, “for tho spiritual advaotngo of mem¬ 
bers.” _ Hut It is not possibio in tho modern ago for ovon University men to dwell 
exclusively in tho studious cloister’s pale. The sound of rancour and strife disturbs tho 
harmony of your life, ovon within tho sboltorod wails of your Colleges. Hut yet bo 
thankful for tho timo thus spent. Who oan estirooto tho valuo of the 

ntmosphero, tho aroma that clings round hollowod traditions, tho prido of member¬ 
ship of a place whoro tho giants of a bygone generation lived 

and moved, tho benches qq which thoy sat, tho trees under which thoy rested, tho 
playgrounds on which they displayed thoir skill and strength, tho halls that echoed 
with their oratorical poriods, tho schools whoro they won thoir hard-earned academic 
laurels ? Boro too you learn to carvo nut your own future in tho light of the know¬ 
ledge and wisdom you havo acquired. What you grontly think you nobiy dare Bo 
proud of your Colloge and your University and grateful for that gracious influence 

winch is forever a part of your ehnrnotor. It baa made your life richer and fuller : 

it has bred your imagination and vivifiod tho faith that Is in you. It expects that, 

as far as in you lies, you will be puro and clean, that you will use tho light of 

warning to uplift and help thoso who noed to be taken out of tho darkness of 
ignorance. Ahead of you may bo days that will col! for the highest endeavours, 
Uie noblest services, tho greatest sacrifices of which you may bo capable Bo 
worthy of tho future. Face it with courage, with zeal, In a spirit of adventure, 
and when tho time comes for you to leavo the sconce of your labours, may it bo 
said of you, “Ucre Indian lloaour keeps her ehoson nhrine 1” 


The Andhra University Convocation 

Tho following are extracts from tho address delivered extempore by Mrs. Sorojini 
ontho l»t December 'isss' 8 *' 011 of t!i0 Au '- lijra Uaivoraity held at Yhwgapatam 
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When my old friend most fndieciootly, I mean tho Vice-Chancellor, askod me to 
deliver tho Convocation Address on this ocoasioDj I thought that he was strotobing 
his friendship a little too far (langhtor) because it :b usual to have learned gentiemon 
who have oarncd and not borrowed their robes like me (laughter) to come prepared 
with long Bpoeohos well printed and nicely bound and stand up to read those 
timo-honourcd pages of fldvioe to young men going out into the world. I not being 
In tbo technical bodso of tho word oven educated can only speak as nature prompts 
mo to tho utter confusion of the poor journalists, who get nervous breakdown every 
time I speak. I propose to be unconventional to-day and not give good advice to 
young man or women. I propoaa to say a few words to those of you for whom 
to-day is a day both of liberation and of bondage—Hboration from the eye of your 
masters, from your Pro-Chanaollor or Vioo-Chancellor, the principals of all the 
Colleges and ovory uncomfortable gentlemen with authority to take you to task on 
every possible anil Impossible occasion, and It Is a day of bondage for yon because it 
Is tbo beginning of your responsibility. 

My old friend, tho great and famous poet, Yeats, called a book of his Responsi¬ 
bilities, I askod him why ho had called his book of poems Responsibilities. Res¬ 
ponsibilities soem to bo so far removed from tbo pool's usual temperament aod hfo. 
tie said : “Do you not remember what Leonardo da Vinci said, "In dreams begin our 
responsibility,’ and you, who through all those student years nave dreamed and seen 
tho vision of tho future—who to-day havo been authorised, have received sanction to 
ontor upon tho threshold of your dro’ams, yon dreamers, yon have outared upon your 
responsibilities. Fur now you must bear testimony to tho sincerity of the long period 
of drenraiog and prove the worth of your youth, your abilities, yonr ambition, your 
dedication to tho great issues involved. 

I am naturally and sufficiently Interested in Medical College. I have boon a 
patient nil my life and havo had to consult doctors. I have for myself three or four 
doctors in my family, a husband, a son, a brother-in-law and if I will have, a graud- 
son also possibly. I ask you, tho medical men, tho physicians, tbo surgeons, the 
hosiers and restorers of health, and kopa of humanity, have you realisod, as 1 am 
bound to realise after going down tho length and breadth of this country, tho wastage 
of human life for lack of organised medical help in those remote villages, where man 
with degroos and gowns do not liko to go, but whore death and disease ate &s oom- 
mon as in tho largest oitios ? Have you roalisod the suffering of the little ehildrea 
with their diseases , eating into tho vitals of their childhood and making thorn unfit 
for tho service of tho country ? To you, therefore, belongs the great mission not ouly 
to redeem the sick bodies from pain, but also to prevent tho wastago of life, happen¬ 
ing in the villages of our country. 

Those of you, who aro taking your teaching degree, degree in education, bachelors 
in education, are going to ho tho sculptors of destiny. Aro you going to take that 
malleable nod pliable materia! of the miod and spirit and life of little children, create 
atrd mould it into tho imago of truth, of courage, of sacrifice, and of renunciation 
and achieve tho freedom or just put into thum those worn-out conventional moulds in 
which touchers, ill-paid and indifferent, have mechanically moulded the lives of little 
children, saying they will go out every year, they will join tho unemployed, or they 
will become professors when tho Vico-Chaoccllor creates some professorship or go 
Into a Indian State, tho last rutugo of all the unemployed. No. You are going to 
take tho minds of yonth, of children, of men and women, to create images, living 
breathing images, out of them. You will teach them not merely things that all printed 
texts give, but the meaning of life, tho purpose of life, for life must be freed from fear, 
for fear has been tho foundation of nil our boudago—fear of truth, fear of freedom, fear 
of reform, fear of progress, fear of what yesterday may say, because to-day we havo 
bigger and bigger dreams than yesterday ever knew. Therefore, you will lead tho 
sacred task of creating that image in item. No matter how dear yesterday may be, 
yesterday is yesterday in tho museum of our memories. To-morrow is our destiny 
and the destiny of our children. 

And yon, who have taken your diploma in Science—oaiy this morning I 
walked round the blocks where aro the scientific exhibits. It made mo 
very happy, it made me realise that at last we havo understood that science is not a 
something to bo kept In a glass case labelled as ‘“Science.” But Science is to be the 
living day-to-day dynamic creative gift of knowledge to life, for service to humanity. 
I saw with great delight to-day the various experiments that aro going on in the 
Chemistry block. I saw the experiments going on in the Physical Science block. 
Coming down as you might call U from uio intellectual horizon to the Technology 
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Department I saw tho daily things n! life being prepared, boing refined, going from 
stage to stage of hottormont acquired in year laboratories thereby giving broadcast 
for the better daily services ot our people. Vitamins were being analysed. Everybody's 
need was being entered for. 

And this University is only 12 years old—just passed the half-ticket class ir 
railways—and yet because of its spirit of youth it has marked out for itself new 
moulds of educational progress not grown rheumatic with golden jubilees, is yet it 
able health, full of life, very energetic, very ngite, very eager to go forward. And it 
Government wliioh has sometimes boon praised faintly, often been blamed vigorously 
in tbo Vico-Chanoeilor’fl speech, has not immediately conceded nil those standard 
demands thnt yon make upon it, I do not think it is a matter of great discourage¬ 
ment. Government havo linen such, even tiia Governments that 1 helped to make. 
What is the use of a Government unless you ontt abuse it ? Yon go on making 
your demands, your domnnds will fulfil! themselves, buoauso tlio very intensity of a 
desire brings OToativo force to fulfill those desires. Your Natural Science College will 
be hero before you know that you havo started making tho demand. Your Technology 
courses that you want will fulfil themselves. Money will como from all sources, 
though, of course, a man like your I’ro-Chnncofior is not born twico in ooo 
generation, rrad certainly not in iho same province. Let ns hope that his superb 
example will encourage every man though not so gifted in learning, in generosity, of 
neighbouring provinces. I will not cal! it acts of gunerosity on the part of any 
individual who gives gifts to seats of learning. 1 believe that It is no more titan a 
life-long duty that humanity owes to seats of learning. 

It is said that Universities aro luxuries. It Is not definitely said so but the 
feeling is like that I want very much to impress upon von and on all outside this 
panda! that seats of learning aro tho sanctuaries of our life. Tho seats of learning 
sbonld bo to ns in this day of our Blruggfo tho very fountain source from which 
wb draw inspiration, manifold and co-ordinated to tho service of progress, whether 
intellectual, economic, political or spiritual. Therefore lot no man among you decry 
that the University is imperfect. Yon have ideals. Hut for the ideals of a handful 
of men of the last generation, moo who loved the Boil of Andhrndcsa, men in whoso 
bones and blood wore all tho great memories of King Krishnadevaraya, but for ali 
the poets whose gongs aro the springs of tbo culture of Andhradesa—this University 
will oot bo celebrating its twelfth anniversary. 

When dreams are not mnro idto day-drenming, when dreams are in form with tho 
creative faculty of faith End passion, (hen drooms can take shape, colour and sound. 
Mon dream that tho gonitis of tho Andhra people should find its own particular and 
special expression. Each race, each country, has its own particular thing to offer, 
tfiat makes iho music and harmony of its national characteristics. Every eeuutry 
has duo key-note. 

You o( tho Andhra country havo, as I oan fteo, as I can apprise, from tho contri¬ 
bution that the Andhra country made when tho call eamo for sacrifice in tho 
national cause. Shat great rjuality of devotion, Tho Maharashtra fs a virile race. 
Thu Dravidahsn has intellectual agnosticism, intellectual doubt and analysis. 
Chaitoiiya of llongal was full of mysticism, full of devotion ; full of eestacy was that 
land of Ramakrishna on the banks of the Ganges.,, The genius of tho Punjab is 
"long live my danda." They make tho contribution of courage to tho country. They 
aro toon who know how to dio when the order comes to them to die. 

You havo something of the mystio quality of Bengal, no doubt, hnt with it you 
have also something more practical than my ancestral homo possessed in its sail. 
You are a compromise between tho Dravidadesa and the Vnngadusa. So yon have 
the faculty of dreaming and tho faculty of doing. So tho two faculties become 
synonymous in your ca.su. Don't dream nad say “My neighbouring provinco will do". 

It will undo what you dream. If you dream, sud your dream is so true that it can 
beaut M*' * ,au *fi y^ur will will make this province a thing definitely 

'Iho genius of Indio has boon tho genius that pieces tho Boholar above the in¬ 
signia of royalty. Wars, generals, and battles will go with the tradition of blood¬ 
shed into tho limbo of forgotten things. Hut mon who Bhnpo tbo thought of tho 
world, who take the knowledge of science to tho ends of life ; men who take the 
knowledge of healing and restoring to tho Buffering and bring those who sit in dark¬ 
ness into the light of learning and education ; men who lako tho povorty of tho 
people and by their knowledge enrich the soil of tho Motherland bringing harvest 
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that goes from generation to generation—those are tho mo a that the world remember. 
These aro tho muo that I demand you shall become. 

Addressing tho lady graduates, Sirs. Sarojinl Naidu said :— 

To-day tho womon of India ore united, not begging for education, not bogging for 
concession or favours. To-day tho responsibility of tho woman Is very great nud 
crave indood. They have rotor nod to tho path of consciousness from which they 
had gone. You read everywhere of tho conferences women aro holding. In Delhi 
on the 2.8th of Doeembur women representatives of every State, from tho villages, 
from Use richest to tho poorest in tho iand, will gather. They do not gathor as 
suppliants asking for favour, but they do come to ask for their rights. The other 
day I read o? a speech made by tho Princess Niioufar of Hyderabad presiding over 
a Branch Conference of women, Mark tho resolution that tho women of tho so- 
called backward Hyderabad State passed. What did they want ? Economic Indepen¬ 
dence; tho right to servo in every capacity within tho State ; that tho industries of 
tho country might ho fostered and women might bo tho promoters, protectors and 
missionaries of that groat gospol of Swadeshi. 

No matter whatever coniliot might bo raging between communities, tho women of 
India will stand united as poaco-makors. Storms may rage and whon they abate, tha 
lighthouse stands shedding its light. This Is tho mission of womanhood, whether 
women fake diplomas or learn from life, i charge you to bo pioneers of that great 
ideal of national unity. Provincial jealousies are iovi tablo In tho struggle for power 
and deep communal mistrust is inevitable. But it is your duty ns pesco-makets, 
preservers of life and civilisation, to so order your homes and tho minds of your 
littlo children that these dreadful age-long foods ceaso because you have kindled 
so great a flame that what is evil must die and what is good must live ami your 
hands shall pour out tho living waters of fellowship between community and commu¬ 
nity. I am ono of those dreamers whoso dreams como true in their own life-time. 
If your dream is sincere, that dream will roaliso Itself before your oyos. 

We road every day about tho breaking np of civilisation, Tho nations to which 
wo looked for inspirations havo not only lost inspiration but humanity. Wo soo in 
tho twentieth century that terriblo example of power being usod for brutish purposes 
ami for crushing weaker peoples. Wo seo how the lust for power Is immuuo to 
tho cry of tlioso who say ‘wo depended upon your houour and friendship and 
culture, but you havo betrayed us,' 

What is the lesson flint you and I havo to learn of tills breakdown of civilisation 
in Europe? Are wo going to tread tho same pat h in India? Aro tho stronger 
communities going to crush the minorities ? Are we to claim that because wo aro 

educated and twice born, wo aro tho masters and lords of India’s destiny ? Is that 

going to be our programme ? Our knowledge and inspiration should not bo for 
destruction of tho world but should bo a gift of creation, redemption, salvation and 
protection. For that wo must stand united. So long as wo in India remain dis¬ 
united, Andliradesa and this University will have no place in tho bigger life of this 

world. Be true apostles of that groat gospel that wo do not live for oursedves. We 
cannot afford morely to bo Indians, We cannot afford to havo a narrow dolinitioa 
of Swadeshi. Sly definition of Swadeshi, of patriotism, of nationalism—ali these 
words that aro so glibly used by men ami women, In season and out of season— 
havo an unconventional moaning. My definition of Swadeshi is that I shall make on 
behalf of tny people a contribution to tho intellectual treasure, and of all knowledge 
that comes from tho four quarters of the earth. In accordance with India’s tradition 
knowledge shall bo universal, not merely of a race with geographical boundaries or 
tongues, but a synthesis of human experience, knowledge procured after long 
centuries of human travail and toil. Whether my knowledge springs from tho soil 
of this Afathru Bhumi or elsewhere, my knowledge becomes culture, culture be¬ 
comes life, and life becomes sorvioo. 

What is patriotism? What la that evil thing called patriotism? In the name of 
patriotism civilisation is buriod. “My country must have power,” "My country must 
have colonies,” “My country must shift its frontiers. Therefore what matters it, 
should others dio ?” Is this patriotism? Patriotism in the phrase of Shakespeare is 
"tho parlous state 11 of a country. That kind of patriotism is not enough—what wo 
want is that wo shall muko our country a unit of the great international issues of 
life. Therefore, we cannot bo narrow-minded in cur nationalism. Our patriotism shall 
bo no more than tho narrow channel through which we pass ou to the ocean of inter¬ 
national fellowship. Our nationalism shall bo no more than the temporary phase of our 
01 
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activities that trios to oonsol'dato, that trios to co-ordinato, that trios to achievo tha 
great liberation of a united people, not for tha purpose of gloating ovor a national 
victory hot in unity and pride saying that now wo ara Ot and equal to take our part 
in tho great international followsfiip for tlio peaco of the world. This is my message to 
yon, young graduates, tho message of reconstruction, of international fellowship and 
service to linmaoity without discrimination of caste, colour, creed or kind. This is 
the destiny of youth, whether in tho Andhradosa, Sa Soviet Russia. England, 
Scandinavia, under Mussolini or Hitler, Youth Is youth and It can l>o served when 
it is content to servo tho world. 


The Muslim University Convocation 

Tho following aro extracts from tho nddross doliverod by Tho Hon’hlo Nauiab 
Alirza Tar Jung Bahadur (Mir Samiullrth Beg ) at tho annua) Convocation of tho 
Muslim Univursiiy, Aligarh, hold on tho 3rd. December 1938 

Tho whole subject of iho Educational system prevailing In India is as if it 
woro in tho molting pot, and of all tho forces which uro going to mould its 
future shape, tho forco of tho question of tho medium of Instruction strikes 
mo ns quo of tho strongest ones. As tlmo goes on, now aspects of this question 
present thcmsolvus which simply ndd to its importance ; and lest my omission 
to mention them may bo construed as minimixing their value, I thought it proper 
to give first position to this question of first Imparlance In my address to-day. As 
you know, tho most distinctive feature of tho Osmania University with which I 
liavo been so closely associated is that instruction In every branch of knowledge 
—arts, law, science, raolieino, mathematics etc,,—is Imparted through Urdu, English 
being a compulsory second language. All thir same, this does not affect its 
determination to keep tho standard of knowledge ns high as may bo found in 
any University of lirttish India. Tho question of tho medium of Instruction is 
however no longer a question only for the Osmanla University, It is an All India 
question now and has acquired tho position of a pivot on which turns tho whole 
programme of our national education in tho future. 

As you know, sooner or later India must have a Fodoration in one form or 
another consisting of autouomous units. If so, to transact the business of Federation 
and to carry its voice to millions of tboso whoso voles will eventually bo 
determining its policy from day to day, a language which may bo common to all 
the units of Federation must be duoided upon now. Tho language of Federation 
cannot go on changing from province to province. To unify so many provinces 

and states Into a Federation, a common platform must bo created and for such a 
platform, a common language Is a necessary condition. For this purposo is it 
necessary to travel beyond India V Firstly It Is not practical 1o make, within a 
reasonable distance of time, a languago like English the iiugna franca for a popula¬ 
tion about whom it is said that it will swoll into forty onu crores of souls by tho 
census of HUI. fcieeoodly It Is a question of national prestige mid honour. A 
nation can never rise to Its full height without a national languago, liow long can 
it bear the humiliation of being looked down bpc a country which possesses no 
language that can bear tho weight either of University Education or of transacting 
its own govornmuiit business. JIow degenerating In the uffeot on the growth of 

naiional life by thinking and doing everything in the languago of another country. 
Language is alter all tho vehicle of Ihougbls, Tho national thoughts and traditions 
of England are separated from those of Indlu by a distance of fivo thousand 

miles. How can the English language keep ulivo thoso Indian thoughts and 
traditions which constitute our culture and which aro part of our national heritagu ? 
Buch an object can bo served only by a language of our own people. I felt 
humiliated whoa once a Japanese on board ship who had no Idea of the sur¬ 
roundings and circumstances under which wo received our education, expressed 
!,is surprise to mo on seeing that oven amongst ourselves, wo iaikod oftener 
in English than in our own mother tongue. A sensitive India will nuver remain 
batisLcd with this humiliating position, Sjwilzeiland Is divided into several 

cantons or provinces ia each of which a different language is usually spoken 

according to its proximity to other countries suuh as Franco, Italy or Germany, 
it did not oavo to truvui boyouit Its bouDtiutJos to Ou.il s common f&oguago 
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for its federal purposes. Id Russia, there are about twenty-nine nationalities, but 
all have to learn a oornmon Russian language. Thirdly, the question of medium of 
instruction is an economic problem. It the adoption of an Indian language as the 
medium of instruction can save tho timo and labour of even one year out of the 
period allotted for sohool and collegiate education in the iifo of a student, then 
imagine the total value of tho additional earning of croros of people In one year 
on account of this saving of human energy and time. These are the days of 
competition, I beilovo one of tho secrets of our success will be to economize all 
round la our time and energy either in the field of education through easier 
methods of imparling knowledge or in the fluid of Industry through machines. 
Then mark tho diltoronoo botween tho prices of books written In a languago like 
Hindustani and of thaso written in English, All this moans an enormous saving 
to the country and placing so many facilities In the way of those poor students whoso 
education is handicapped for want of ability to purchase expensive books. Fourthly 
much of tho Indian intellect which could flow towards authorship Is at present lying 
dorroaut. To adopt an Indian language as tho medium of instruction will be a great 
incentive to the intellectual class to write books which they cannot so easily do in 
n fotoigu language. Tho controversy about tho medium of instruction is as old as 
1KS0, and arose between Anglicists and Orientalists, soon after Lord Maoaulay 
wrote his famous minute on tho Educational policy of India and made English the 
chief moduira of instruction. Trovoleyan in his “Education in India" writes that as 
a result of this policy tho demand for English books in those days rose so high 
that "upwards of 31,000 English books were sold by tho School Book Society in the 
course of two years while the Education Committee did not dispose of Arabia and 
Sanskrit volumes enough in threo years to pay the expeoso of keeping them for two 
months, to say nothing of printing expenses,’’ Siaco then, muoh water has flowed 
under the bridges but I behove that tho position of books written In vernaculars 
bus not muoh Improved. If Indiau authors and thinkors attempt to write in English, 
in the majority of cases, the language is so poor that it is not readable. It they 
wiito in the vernacular, there is no demand for the medium of instruction of tho 
intellectual class having been In English, they have not sufficient interest loft for 
vernaculars. How long can this state of affairs be allowed to ooniinue ? I think 
that the sum total of the moral and economic forces working to-day behind the 
question of the adoption of a common Indian language for a federated India is too 
str -ug to be resisted now. 

It being established that a language born in India alone deserves tho position ol 
n common language in India, there remains the question of selection. In this com¬ 
petition between Indian dialects, I think Hindustani has a strong case on ita merits. 
Before I proceed further. I must make clear what I mean by the words 
’Hindustani 1 , ‘Urdu’ and ‘Hindi’ nbout which bo much controversy is going on. As 
a result of a compact between Muslims and Hindus, there was gradually born in 
this country more than four centuries ago a languago called Hindustani which drew 
most liberally upon all tho languages then spoken or known in India—Sanskrit, 
Bliasa, Persian, Arnbio etc. Both Delhi in the North and tho Deccan in the South 
claim it as th<'ir child. In any case, it found a congenial ciimato at Delhi where 
every Indian community was represented in the King's Court and army and 
where it began growing by leaps and bounds. It camo to be spoken largely in 
Northern India. Tho same laogusgo when written in persiao characters is oailed 
Urdu, and when written in Nnguri characters, Hindi. It is quite natural that words 
of Persian and Arabic origin camo to predominate in Urdu while those of Sanskrit 
nnd Lhasa predominated in Hindi. But the same verbs, pronouns, and many nouns 
remained as the common foundation. Thus Hindustani is a language spoken gener¬ 
ally in the North where it appears sometimes in the garb of Urdu and sometimes 
in that of Hindi. Yow wiil thus see that the very cause of its birth wsb a desire to 
have a common language for India, Even to-day if we sit down to form a common 
language for a federated people, we cannot imagioo a better solution than to evolve 
a language which is a mixture ol all tho languages spoken by those who form the 
units of Federation. Ibis condition is fulfilled by Hindustani—a mixture of several- 
Indian languages. It is called Urdu because in Persian Urdu means a camp where 
people of all nationalities can meet. Hindustani is not the language of any Islamie 
country. I have travelled from the northernmost corner of India and I found that 
I could find my way through in every part of my country with my knowledge of 
Hindustani. More than twenty two years ago, when l moved a resolution in the 
Senate of the Allahabad University to recognize tho language of the United Pro- 
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vince* as one of tbs optional second languages in the University Education, the 
official bloc from tho Director of I’ublso Instruction down to the Inspector of 
Schools opposed it on tho profited tit fit my province had no mother-tongue, that 
there w«s sin.-b a great divergence in the different dialect* spoken in different dis- 
trit-ts, that no otto language ennld be designed as the language of tbs province. 
When L said in reply that tho differences between the English of Wales snd that of 
l/indon would be no ground for Oxford & Cambridge Universities to bold that English 
wan not the language nf England, I found myself crying in tho wilderness. To-day it is 
no longer n question of tho U. i\ Cabinet sitting In evolve a scheme for making 
Hindustani (he chief medium of instruction in U. I*. Schools, but tho Hon'hle Mr. 
llajagopalnehariar, the Premier of Madras, is preaching that Hindustani—tho admitted 
language of Northern India—would best servo the purposes of a common language 
oven for the people of Southern India. Look at Watdha espousing tho cause of tho 
language of Delhi and Lucknow and members of tho Bombay Legislative Council 
asking for permission to move resolutions iu Hindustani. la this matter Mahatma 
(iundhi is justly entitled to our gratitude. However, it does not mean that wo 
should necessarily havo a flimlustaui savouring of Persian and Arabic. I am think¬ 
ing ot a iiindustnui formed by the force of circumstances exisling in India today. 
Every language in this world is daily undergoing a process or change and evolution, 
however imperceptible it may be. A language is not bom in a duy. It is the net 
result of sonial and political conditions prevailing in a country which goes on 

changing. Just as the form and appearance of u grown-up man become for all 

practical purposes, difforout from what they wore in his childhood, so does a language 
change its form with its growth. Old English is unintelligible to the present generation 
of English men. lbesent-day Persian is different from the ancient form. Deccan! 
Urdu of a hundred years ago is different from tho present Urdu. Even Delhi Urdu 

is slightly different from its neighbouring Lucknow Urdu. Tho outward form of a 

Kpolinu language will over differ from society to sooioty, and much more so from 
province to province. To or press tho idea of "coming , tho oliquetto and culturo of 
otto society rauy permit the uso of ‘tashrif’ whereas another sooioty may llnd it 
simpler to oxpross tho sumo idea with tho word ‘ana’. Those eonsiJeratioDs should 
not dolor us os Indians from accepting Hindustani as a foundation on which to build 
a common language. It may bo that tho Hindustani spoken hundred years hence may 
gradually nssuuio a garb fitting iu closely with tho thun body politic of India. For 
these reasons, I bolievo that (or tho purposes of n common language in India, 
Hindustani has a stronger easo on its merits than any other current Indian din!cut. 

If for the purposes of Federation, a common language for India is indispensable 
and tho case of Hindustani is strong enough on merits ns shown nbovu, theQ it seems 
to me that as far as this University is concerned, it should immediately make Urdu 
Its medium of instruction especially when it happens to bo tho mother tongue of this 
i’rovinco. Those who would wait tilt It grows richer nro tsadiy mistaken and orguo in 
a circle. It will remain poor as long as the Universities tnako no uho of it in teach¬ 
ing all branches of knowledge. As shown above, a century has pussod away without 
any appreciable ndvanco of vernaculars because our Universities did not recognize 
them. On tho other hand, thu results ot the experiment tried at Hyderabad havo 
been very encouraging. Twenty yours ago when Mr, N. A. Hydari. now Tho lit. 
Hoti'bie iiir Akbur Hydari, attempted to maku Urdu as tho chief medium of instruc¬ 
tion in thu Osmania University, people wero found \Vho entertained doubts as to the 
feasibility of tho scheme. Even hiir lions Masood, tho then Director of Baltic 
Instruction of Hyderabad Slate had his own doubts in the beginning, but had to 
change his views later on. Tho experience of tho lost 20 years bun proved its success 
beyond tho expectations of even those who slnttud it Tho Osmnuio University was 
born with an Urdu Bjioon in its mouth, it has been led and nourished with this 
t-poen till it has now reached tho ago of 20 yearB, This language agreed wonderfully 
well with its constitution and growth. To-day its degrees stand recognised by 
Oxford, Cambridge and London Universities. Members of the Medical Board of 
England personally tested tho efficiency of the instruction in medicine imparted 
through^ Urdu and were so satisfied that they recommended its recognition. Dr. 
Cecil \V likely is one of tho most eminent doctors and authors of England whoso 
works in thu sctKiieo of medicine aio, 1 am told, prescribed for tho examination of 
university degrees in Medical Colleges of England, ilo remarked that it was a move 
m tho right direction and full of great potentialities for the future. Other groat 
bciootigts and Educationists not only of Europe but of America havo visited it and 
put tho nail mark of thuir approbation on its success, if tmr professor of Zoolozy 
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pr. B. K. Dasa, D. Sc. (London) was invited by tho Present of th© international 
Zoological Congress ot the world bold at Lisboa in 1035 and his research works 
wore declared by them as of the ’•highest order” ; Mr. H. R. Sherwaoi, our professor 
in History was invited by the International Congress of Historians held in 1033 and 
his researches in his lino wore equally treated as of tho highest order. Dr. C. R. 
Reddy, ibo Vies Chancellor of Andhra University when delivering bis Oraania 
Univorsity Convocation Address remarked tbat •‘Ostnania University bids fair to 
become in a much shorter time than perhaps people anticipate, one of the great 
centres of learning and research in oar country.” He proceeded to say tbat the 
‘‘Osmaoia University had added a new note of impressive grandenr to oar system 
of University Education in which not merely Hyderabad bat the eotiro coaotry coaid 
legitimately pride.” Our graduates aro free ftom tbat inferiority complex which 
follows learning everything in a foreign language. Having served long as a Dean of 
the Faculty of Law in this Universitv and acted as an examiner of LLB. Undents 
both of the Ostnania and Allahabad Universities, I possess sufficient knowledge as to 
the comparative merits of both, and can state with confidence tbat as far as the 
grasp of legal principles and the training of the legal mind is concerned, the former 
are :o no way inferior to the latter. It should b» borne in mind that the curriculum 
of both is almost the same, the only difference being that the former are saved from 
the mental strain caused by cransmirg a foreign language and possess the facility of 
expressing their ideas more easily in their mother tonga*. The Snb-Committee 
appointed by tho Agra University to advice its Eiecotive Council on the point is, 
in my opinion, not right in saying tbat Hindustani cannot immediately be adopted as 
the medium of instruction in Law. The example of Osmania University 
disproves it. In this matter, I agree with Prof. A. P. Dube, head of the 
Law Department of tho Allahabad University who, I believe, holds a contrary 
opinion, 1 understand tho Government of the United Provinces has already 
got an authorized translation into Urdu of every Legislative enactment 
in force in that Province. The Osmania University has translated all law books 
prescribed for L. L. B. Examination into Urdu. A graduate in Jaw of the Osmania 
University who lias road bis jurisprudence, law of torts or contract etc, through 
translations io Urdu may not probably show as much command over the legal 
phraseology of English language as a gradnate-in-Saw of the Agra University, but 
I think that mentudy tho former is in no way inferior, if not superior, to the latter. 
This reminds mo of the sarcastic remarks which an English paper once made on 
seme gross grammatical mistakes in punctuation etc. which II. Clemenceao—the 
late Ox-President of France—made in his English composition. 1C I can create 
the brains of M. Clemem-eau in my Indian students, I do not mind even if they 
make mistakes grosser than those of which this French Statesman was said to be 
guilty. It is a question of balance of advantage only. We should look to real worth 
and merits-. In the case of the Osmania University the staunch pessimists of yester¬ 
day are strong optimists of to-day, and I believe that if you adopt the same 
system of instruction, your strong pessimists of to-day will become staunch optimists 
of to-morrow. I should not be surprised if even the Senate of the Allahabad Uni¬ 
versity which at one time ridiculed my resolution on the question of making Hindu¬ 
stani as one of tbo optional subjects may be forced by circumstances to make it a 
medium of instruction. It is only a question of time. Even as light follows the 
sun, so would the status and position of tho mother tongue of a people follow a 
Government by the people who have full control over their educational policy. In 
ibis Province, the founders of 51. A. O College at Aligarh were the first to conceive 
the idea of a people's University organized and run mainly by the people and It will 
be in the fitness of tbtogs if their successors should bo the first to set the ball 
roiling by making Utdu as the medians of University Education. 

A University has three main function to perform—to preserve knowledge, to add 
to pruservtd knowledge, and at last to use that accumulated Btore of knowledge 
lor the advancement and rooking ol men. The last is the CDd and the first two are 
means only. I will deal wilh tire last, viz., the making of man which practically 
amounts to character budding which is the crux of education. It is character which 
lower* msn. It :e character which raises man. To this subject, onr Universities 
might well devote time and energy commensurate with its importance. I am afraid 
they concentrate their altontion too much on examinations and the possess of 
students. I have been told that in America, there ara Universities which do not 
bold degree examination* at all but merely certify tho number of terms which a 
University student kept, with certain remarks as to hie behaviour etc., leaving it 
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to bis employer to judge for himself as to fho merits of the student. This may bo 
another extreme, but It shows whnt value some Universities attach to decree exa¬ 
minations. However tho building of a man’s character remains the main function of 
a University, In tho interests nf character building alone of mankind I wish that 
there could bo a Eederntiou nf tho world Universities collaborating and pooling to¬ 
gether their experience* after every five year* so much so that while French 
and German guns might h* sending their reverberating sounds against each other 
over Rhineland, their Universities might be found putting tbeir beads together under 
the shadow of those very guns, attempting to solve tho problems of character and 
Iryiug to leach tho true vnluo nf their acts of bombardment in tho scheme of human 
life. Character Is a thing which can be moulded. Tho future of humanity is bound 
up with knowledge of Truth and what Truth can bo of greater vnluo than to know 
how to mould human character ? Wbrti such knowledge is acquired and character 
moulded nccordingly, it is then that rays of ponce may begin creeping into human 
life, and wars may bo avoided not by preparations for war, hut by the dissemination 
of true knowledge ns how to mould men. To Universities may then belong the 
credit of achieving whnt pact* and treaties between Bovereigns could not no far 
achieve. However, If the Universities of India alone federate with this common 
object, their combined efforts may give greater stimulus to the unification of India 
than tho Federation of Provinces into a Federal Government. Character, character 
and character i* the crying need of the day, Kvcn Congress has begun showing 
signs of weakness of character. Our Schools and College* are really mints for 
character moulding. A Japnncase oneo told mo that when Japan wanted to prepare 
his country for war against America, Btudents, before leaching started in Schools, 
were collected in a Hull nnd the master put tho following question. Why ore you 
being educated ? All the boy* were expected to reply ia chorus 'To fight against 
America*. That is how Japan moulded tho chnraeter ol its men to suit our imme¬ 
diate purpose. Is there anything wrong, if we, to suit our immediate purposes, 
collect our students in "tho Stralcbry Ifni) every day and ask them ‘Why 
are you being educated V and our Muslim boys worn to reply in a 

chorus 'To livo a truthful life, to nerve our mother country India nnd to 

love humanity regardless of eaeto and creed. Apparently, Western countries 
believe to-day in Force, and to nehievo tiieir objects they are running a 
regular rncc in armament. In creating this mentality their education is 

responsible, Hatred Is Inseparable from Force, Whoreovor there is tho uso of 

Force, hatred rears up its head. Whoreovor thoro is hatred, tho tendency to uso 
Forco comes in. Therefore the whoto ideology of tlio West today is of Foroo and 
Hatred, A son of India has appeared on the scene and is proaohiag non-violence 
and fovo as the proper mentality for human buingH to cultivate. He Is applying this 
philosophy of nun to practical politics and Is trying to nehlovo tho freedom of India 
through it. How far this experiment will succeed the future alono will prove. But 
one thing is certain, Truo lovo can kit! hatred, but hatred cannot equally kill true 
lose. Lovo is certainly stronger than hatred. And if there is Lovo all over humanity 
thoro remains oo occasion for tho uso of Force. Anyhow tills son of India is truo 
to the ideals of Eastern philosophy. Universities onn bo the best ouatodiaus of 
notional ideologies. Tho character of gradutea is moulded according to tiro ideologies 
of their Universities, Anyhow, I wnnt tho slogan of tho Muslim University to ond 
with ‘Lovo of Humanity’ which can kill all hatred. 1 wish all tho Indian Universities 
to give aurious consideration to tho question ol character-building on national lines. 
1 think that the best way of forming character would bo to crento a sort of spiritual 
mentality in our boys. In Islamic literature, Ibcro is much material to form character. 
Alan is o creature who is formud by imitation and who moulds himself according to 
acts that ho learns or boos of others. Tiio whole of ‘Kabib Al Bukhari 1 Is full of 
thousand* of traditions and sayings of our Prophet ond incidents of his daily life 
which have a direct boaring on tbo formation of character. Thoro is a wide held 
for mdoctioD. A comfdote code of morals can bo made. Tho University Is muslim 
and Islamic culture can ho mado tho basis of the character of Muslim Btudents, 
Good points of character are common to ail religions. On thoso good poiutB, we can 
all bo cemented together. Religion Is a ready mudo philosophy of man for all practical 
purposes. Apart from faith, religion is a greater living forco which can bo utilised 
for the good of humanity. Id giving religious 1o humanity tho Fast elands Grst. In 
tho domain of religion, tho West elands bowing before Iho East. Therefore in atiompt- 
iag tc form character through religion, we uro simply truo to our own East. Accor¬ 
ding to old Islamic practice tho education of a Muslim boy commenced with teaching 
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religious books. Tho present system does not loavo timo oaongh t or anch a beginning. 
In tho death of Isis old system ot education may lio an explanation for the general 
weakness of character that wo observo m many of our educated men. Anyhow your 
University may try to implement what was left incomplete in the early stages of 
education. 

Again, it Is life that makes character. A religions and spiritual life will greatly 
help the formation of character, if, in Cambridge University, attendance at Church 
servico and tho reading of a fow verses from tho Bible in the Dining Hall every 
day before taking Inneh have been considered necessary for tho formation of tho 
character of its students, I do not soo any reason why the saying of daily prayers 
or attendance at Friday Bartnona should not bo enforced as strictly for Muslim student 
as attendance at regular classes. Of oourso, our Muslim Professors should ba 
similarly tuned, othorwiso they will never carry convictions to their pupils and tho 
academia atmosphere will never ho religions or spiritual. It should be a matter of 
University policy to which all should conform, Those who do not beliovo in it may 
bo allowed to leave Muslim University and find somo other congenial place. Such 
rules will, I beliovo, not only havo tho most salutary effect on the formation of the 
character of our students bat also enhance tho prestige and reputation of tho Univer¬ 
sity to which Muslims of tho best class will bo attracted. For daily and Friday 
sermons preachers ot tho right typo will havo to be employed. Sermons should bo in 
a language which can bo understood by tho audionce. Kven prayers in Arabic without 
knowing their meaning will have no effect on tho formation of charaoter. From that 
point of view, cur teachers should bo broadminded enough, I happonod to join a 
Christian College in tho Intermediate Class. I had to attend sermons on the Bible for 
half an hour ovory day under College regulations. Rov. Mr. Mangel, the Principal of 
tho College would lake up some subject relating to general morals or rales of human 
conduct and oarry bis teachings to the very heart of his listeners. I must admit that 
some of his eloquent sermons left lasting Impressions on my mind without Bbafcing 
my belief in Islam. A liberal-minded man ho dealt with the subject in a most liberal 
spirit. Hie objoot was to make men of hiB students and not to oonvert them. I 
believe every religion has got sufficient material to form character on some common 
basis. If the chief function of a University is to make men, then, devoting half an 
hoar every day In the Muslim University for forming the charaoter of its students 
through lectures and sermons is not much. I do not suggest that no facilities for 
religions education exist in tho Muslim University. Perhaps we have only to tighten 
the arrangements that do exist. These lectures and sermons may include not only 
religious teaching, but may cover a wido field of knowledge. Suppose we want to 
develop a spirit of religious toleration amongst tho students of the Muslim Univorsity. 
The whole history of great Muslim Rulers can be called to ear aid. The Muslim 
conqueror of Palestine never touched sanctuaries of the Jews and hesitated even to 
say prayers on an open pieco of ground which be considered was consecrated to 
another religion. Let us come nearer home. In Hyderabad State if there are Ove 
thousand mosques, tlsoro exist twenty four thousand temples scattered all over the 
Dominions in tho midst of the most populated areas of the Dominions. Their juxta¬ 
position speaks eloquently of the religious toleration of those who rated over the 
Daccau in the past. If the Muslim ruler of Golconda Fort bailt a mosque on Us top, 
ho did not touch the templo close by, which exists up to the present day. If there 
are grants of land and cash made by the Muslim rulers for the support of Muslim 
religious institutions, similar grants of Jagirs and cash of the most liberal character 
were male by tho same rulers to temples and Hindu institutions within the Domi¬ 
nions, The enrreot registers of the Revenue and the Accountant General’s Offices 
bear testimony to the same. The teachings of Islam would never permit the Jews of 
q country to bo turned out bag and baggage of their homes. Therefore to teach 
religious toleration to your Muslim students, you have not to go to West for literature 
or seek the aid of any other reiigion. The history of India has yet to be written on 
proper lines. All tho resources for forming character are lying before you. You 
have only to atilizo them. There are other ways of encouraging toleration. Friend¬ 
ships formed in student life are linked with the strongest ties. I know the Muslim 
University admits non-muslim students freely and for the sake of bringing Hindu and 
Muslim students still closer, it should make it a point to reserve a certain percentage 
of seats specially for Hindu students, Oxford and Cambridge reserve a certain 
number for students coming from India and the Colonies. Interchange of Professors 
between Universities Is easy. I wonder whether interchange of a few students is 
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possible. A Federation of Indian Universities tony mate it possible. The special 
efforts will be repaid in the long run through tbo formation of ebaraoter on national 
lines. 

Discipline is another phaso of character. It affects the whole of our national tife. You 
will seldom find our people forming a queue so readily ns English people would do oa 
occasions of large gatherings. Discipline forms a trait of their national character. Aro 
oar Indian Universities giving sufficient timo and attention to this trait of character 
among students ? The opinion of the Enquiry Comraittoo which reported as to 
conditions prevailing in the Lucknow University is not very encouraging. The pro¬ 
ceedings of Students' Conferonoe at Bombay & Karachi show tho direction in which 
the wind is blowing. Much depends upon those who aro in charge of disoipltoe. I 
was present in tho Muslim Educational Conference hold at Aligarh in 1894 when 
Sir Sved Ahmad was alive. Tho doors of tho Btrntohoy Hall opened after an inter¬ 
val. Tho students tried to rush in poll moll. Sir Syed oame down flora tho dais, 
stood up boforo tho disorderly orowd of boys and began wooping before thorn. Tho 
boys wore stunned. Ho said ho was weeping because he had no reply to give to 
their parents who bed sent their sans to M.A.O. College to learn discipline. This 
heart to heart talk was auBluiont to turn them into most orderly entrants to the 
Hall. There may bo no such disciplinarian in Aligarh today who could woop over an 
act of indiscipline on tho part of his pupils, but still ho can do much by 
his own acts and senso of disoipltno. Tho doors of the Muslim University 
should bo shut against those who aro guilty of indiscipline. A few students 
well disciplined and with character will bring more orodit to University than 
hundreds without discipliuo and oliaraotor. As the premier of tho U, i\ remarked 
on one occasion, “strikes were unknown in our sohool days. They are 
characteristic of labouring oiassos mid not of those who have come for learning 
and knowledge,” I hope our students wilt over remain abovo this and show their 
Islamic oharaolor hy strict obodicnoe to rules of discipline. The very conception of 
Islam is submission to lawful authority. If any seeds of indiscipline are fennd in 
Muslim University, I have no doubt that the authorities will wood them out, before 
they spread their contagion. Again the mania for taking active part in politics should 
never be allowed to Group into your University. As au educationist onco remarked 
students are liko unhotohed chickens in an ogg. At thoir ago thoir judgments aro 
generally influenced by emotions and passions and cannot bo oalled quite free, 
.Students aro diverted from thoir roat business which is to acquire knowledge. 
They should not arrogate to themselves tho position of .lodges and lav down 
rules for the guidance of eldors in political matters. Ls is no use for the 
Congress President to bewail tho conduct of tho students of the Itajshahi 
College when ho himself on another occasion did not object to students taking part 
in active politics. They may have a political subject for debate in tho Union for 
tho sako o( edaaotion as it is done at Cambridge or Oxford. But tho spirit should 
begin with debate nnd end with debate. It will not ho to tho interest of University 
also to create parties based on political views within its precincts. Its atmosphere 
should remain pure and above polities. I would suggest that every student who 
joios tho Muslim University should he naked to Bign a pledge that ho will submit to 
rules of discipline and will not taka active part in politics, A breach of these rules 
should lead to expulsion. There might bo a character roli for every student which 
would contain a correct record of all tho activities in which he takes part and 
throws light on his University career. His employer may sometimes attach more 
importance to this character roll than to his University degree. This will have a 
salutary effect upon the general conduct of your students also. Let them carry a 
polish of Islamic culture with them, but thoir characters may bo so modelled as to 
make them religious without bigotry and patriots without extremism to servo their 
community as a part of tho whole, without being communal or harbouring hatred to 
other communities. 

Now, a few words to those Graduate frionds who will soon ba parting company 
with their Alma Mater. Having myself gone through a similar Convocation function 
of my own Alma Mator—tho Allahabad University— I can easily step into your shoes 
and imagine the character of your mingled feelings of to-day—joy at your success in 
exammaiion, sorrow for leaving old associations and frionds, and fear of 
th0 "‘'“M 1 * l , ,(o ahead. As to tho fnture, you must be prepared 

to the battle of Jifo with s!l the force of that character which you 

P&79 acquired horo« You may not bo treading a smooth path strowa 
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with roses, but may moot with many pitfalls, and ups and downs on your 
way to success. Tho world will judge you by thoso qualities of character which 
woro not so much required iu student life. Just as the success of a physician in 
life depends not so much upon his knowledge of the properties of medicines taught 
to him in his class room as upon his capacity to uso thorn correutly in the oases 
of patients who approach him for treatment, bo your suocess in life depend not 
so much upon tho class or degree shown in tho parchment handed over to you 
today as upon your possession of those qualities which go to make a practical man. 
In tho courso uf tho struggle lying ahead, the surroundings under which 
you were brought up at home, the education which you received in your school 
and the pnrt which this University played in moulding your character will all be 
on trial. You will bo tented not so much by that you have been storing in your 

brain for examination purposes but bv what you assimilated in your character from 

tho education you received so far. However there is one rate of conduct which 
can carry yon safely through, and will throw much credit on your home, on your 

school as well as on your Alma Mater. It is this. Aiako 'Truth r your guiding prin¬ 

ciple. I use the word Truth* in tho broadest sense of the term. By ‘Truth’ 

I mean that living force, that attribute of God which manifests itself in laws 
pervading this Universe whether they relate to matter or soul. Conform your 
ohnrauter to thoso God-mado oternai laws; and you will bo oa a safe road to 
success. Tho laws of God can never err, and to act on thorn will never lead you 
astray. Again, as you know, God has given to man a power oalied 'Conscience' 
which always remains pointing to Truth like a Mariner’s Compass that never fails 
to point the* true direction on a voyage oven in tho darkost boar of the night on 
b most tumultuous ocean. The knowledge and Seaming which this University has 
already given you implemented by this voice of God will ever be ready to guide 
you iu finding the lino of Troth on every occasion when you havo to decide as to 
tho course of conduct to bo followed. If you want to bo true to your material 
body, follow tbe laws which govern matter. For this, tho sciences which you 
learnt in this University will help you. If you want to bo true to your spiritual 
inner self, follow Universal laws that relate to tbo rise and fall of soul or spirit. 
F^r this, your consnnt study of your iunor seif in tho light of your own conscience 
and religion will help you. The height of your rise as a man in this life will be in 
proportion to tho strungth with which you grasp Truth and make it your guiding 
rule of conduot. Your body may die, l>ut its effect on your real self will survive. 
Fo (ar as wo oau soe, there is a never-ondiog chain of causes and effect in this 
Universe. Tho present is tho effect of tho past and the future will be the effect 
of tho present. These are eternal laws. With truthfulness in your hand, you can 
steer clear of Scylin and Charybdis to that shore of everlasting peace and happiness 
which ovorv soul would like to have after its release from the prison of the body. 
Live a truthful life and even death will be welcome to you. With the help of Truth, 
you may solve tho very problom of life. 

My next advice to you is to live in a spirit of service. Akbar—the great poet 
of Allahabad—simply embodied a Truth in beautiful verse, when ho said that the 
greatest ambition of the present generation seemed to be to pass the B. A., 
examination, outer into service, rotire on pension and then die. This should not be 
your only ambition. Look at everything with a spiritual mentality. When you join 
a service or profession, specialize yourself in some branch of it with tho objeot of 
leaving it richer and bolter than you found it. This is a debt which you owe to 
humanity. Specialization will bo a golden rule for your success in life also. Start 
your new career in a spirit of service which yon may go on strengthening. To 
sharpen this spirit join il possible some humanitarian association or organization as a 
hobby, so that when you retire, that hobby and spirit may continue to give suflioiout 
nourishment to your soul up to the last moment. Live to serve others, and die 
serving. With tho service of others, you woro so bouefiited as to reach your present 
stature. Let others bo now benetitted by your servioo. India needs service from her 
sons so badly today. Will you not bo true to your own mother country? Behind 
this spirit of servico there is an immense forco of God which will keep you happy 
both in days of adversity and of prosperity. Tho Impelling force behind your acts 
should be a desire to serve other human beings who aro really rays emanating from 
ber sons so badly today. Will you not be true to your own mother country ? Be¬ 
hind this spirit of servico there is an immense force of God which will keep you 
happy bolh in days of adversity and of prosperity. The impelling force behind yoor 
C2 
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aota should bo a dosiro to sarva othor human beings who are really rays emanating 
from the same sun lo which yon bolong, Remember, it is a question of angle of 
vision only. You can support your own family and say that you aro doing it in a 
spirit of service. Spirit you aro, aod s spiritaal lifo yon should live. 

Again, do not think that the days of student lifo have come to an end today. In 
faot they have begun today on a wider scale. Sir. DoGntytiler, my Law Professor 
at the Canning College, nsed to say that the difference botwoon an Indian and English 
lawyer was that after passing the Bar Examination tho former thought that the days 
of study woro over, whereas tho latter acted as If they were only beginning. 

Again, yoor vision of this lifo should over bo that of an optimist. Jn everything, 
yon seo signs of design and scheme. It is impossible that there should bo no "design 
or sohamo underlying this panorama of human lifo, Tho very nature of onr concep¬ 
tion of God loads, us to tho ennolusloa that whatovor bo tho soborae. It will be for 
tho good of humanity. All round we see good oomiog out of ovil. Therefore diffionlt 
though the problem of minority aod majority may bo, yet India mast certainty bo 
progressing towards a gout for tho good of all, Tho minority and tho majority wilt 
eventually tmvo to loarn to live together. Tho sight of Hindus, Muslims, Christians 
and Parals living so amicably together for oontorios In tho past Is unique In itself on 
this globe. Today, they light on Homo trivial point. Tomorrow they begin living as 
oloso neighbours with only a wall intervening between their houses. My best friend 
was a Hindu, Babu Shoo Sahal, to whom I owe bo much in my life. Do not be led 
away by spasmodic eruptions whloh I treat as signs not of disruption but of a process 
of readjustment through which every oounlry which Is In a stage of transition must 

f iaas, Maintain a correct porspoetivo of things. Your Syed or Pathan should never 
ook upon Arabia or Afghanistan ns his homo. Your forefathers dooidod to make 
India their homo and you need not bo too sentimental on this point now. Such 
settled faots cannot be unsettled. Love Indian sell; lovo all thoso who livo on this 
soil Irrespective of caste or oroed ; respect eyory culture and religion that go sldo by 
aide with your own on this beautiful land of yourB. A rainbow acquires its beauty 
by the masterly mingling of its colours, Youra Is a oountry of rainbow cultures and 
creeds. Our different cultures, if properly mixed, may add to tbe beauty of tho whale. 
This will bo made possible) if the ronl position and vaiuo of man's life bo found out 
and taught by our Universities, Therefore remain cheerful and optimistic up to tba 
last momont I do not think that tho solution of tho communal problem lies In belt 
theory. If they could live together for centuries in tho past, tho chances are, they 
could do so for centuries in future. The solution tlos in your knowledge of true 
value of things, nud that knowledge you must have sooner or iotor. If your ideas 
of values of tilings remain wrong, where (b tha guarantee that thoso Muslim aod 
Hindu belts will not begin fighting against each other In future with greater 
bitterness. Germany wauls to form a Gorman belt in Europe to maka it strong 
enough to get colonics. We have gone too far in our distribution of population to 
retrace our glens. Tho bolt theory Is not a proper solution from tho point of view 
of humanity. Be pleasod with this life. Remain optimistic and cheerful. Everything 
is loading to tho good of humanity. 

Ono word more and I havo dono. "Remain truthful to your Alma Mater,” It 
has given Its best to you. It la now your turn tp givo your best to It. Farewell, 
my friends. I wish you a happy and successful career In this Iffy. Mav God help 
you. 


The Rangoon University Convocation 

... T h» following Is tho text of tho address dullvored by tho Hon’blo Sir Mya Da 
* Ja ^: at - law ' Vice-Chancellor, University of Rangoon at the Annual Convocation 
of tbo Rangoon University held on Thursday, tho 8th. December 1938. 

One of tho mala events of tho year is tho proposal to amend tho Rangoon Utti- 
7® f " , ,L Aot ’ t., ? n i ha , lf y oa « “K° Oovoromont sot up a Committee to enquire 
Into the work!opj of tho Aot and to ascertain what amnna moots, If any* wore nece- 
T , h9 recommendations of that Committee, and tho views of 
interested bodies on thoHo recommendations, wore examined bv Government, and 
so amending Bill was drafted. Tho Bill was Introduced in tho Honso of Represents- 
tives during the last session, but It is jot to be aoen whotbor It will bo placed ou 
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tho statute book in its present from. Tho University authorities took ait possible 
steps to place their views before tbo House, and I trust tbat thoy will be duly 

weighed and considered. I hope tbat those who aro charged with tho responsibility 

el shaping and moulding tbo future of this University, wiil bear uppermost !d their 
mindB that tho ultimate purposo of a modern University is tbat it should be a centre 
for tbo cultivation and advancement of knowledge, as also tho training ground for 
tho formation of oharaotor In the youth of tho Country. As a publio iBstUutton tho 
University has no right to ignore, but welcomes public criticism, and will do alt it 
oan to give effect to tho same so long as it is constructive in nature and intended to 
preserve the efficiency of work and to maintain a high academic standard. 

The desiro for an investigation into the teaching conducted in tbo University and 
its Colleges, with a view to making readjustments as the changing times and 
circumstances may require, has not oniy boon folt by tboso outside tho University, 
but also by its teachers. Tho academic body believes tbat each an investigation may 
most profitably bo conducted by persons, who, by roason of their academic quali¬ 
fications and ny experience of University education, aro best fitted for the work. 

The senate has from timo to time since 1933 petitioned to the Chancellor that a 
Commission of experts bo appointed for this purpose. When news was received in 
this country of tho appointment, by the Secretary of State for tho Colonies, of an 
Expert Commission to enquire into tho possibilities for higher education tn Malay, 
both tho Conncii and Senate urged the Chancellor to take advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunity to invite tho Commission to Rangoon to conduct an investigation here. Tbo 
project however had to be abandoned when It was Jearnt that, even if agreement 
could be obtained for tho Commission to visit Burma, it would be able to devote 
only a brief period to the Rangoon University, 

In tho last Convocation Address, His Excoliency referred to the gap that existed 
between the graduate and the cultivator and advised University students to guide 
and assist villagers in making the best nso of ail the means which are now available 
for the improvement of their comfort and standard of living. An important step 
has been taken in that direction by the revival. In an improved form, of the Agri¬ 
cultural College at Mandalay and its recognition as a Constituent College of the 
University, Degree Courses in Agriculture were started on the 10th June 1938 and 
we look forward to the Convocation in 1940 when the first group of graduates in 
Agriculture, young men specifically trained for and dovoted to the purpose mentioned 
by H is Excellency, will receive their degrees. 

While University education is primarily intended for those within her walls, yet 
one of the University’s important functions is to disseminate knowledge in ail 
possible ways. Members of the staff in the past have from time to time delivered 
lectures of and short courses to the publio. The Standing Committeo of the Senate 
has now appointed a University Committeo for Extra Mural Teaching and under the 
nuspleos of this Committee a very successful course of lecture was given during 
tho monsoon term. Other courses are in contemplation and will be given in the 
near future. 

One of the questions that is attracting mnch attention nowdays Is the question of 
unemployment, especially among the educated classes. While this problem has not 
yet attained the serious proportions it has reached in many other countries, it is 
still sufficiently grave In Burma, and is liable to become more aoute as time goes on. 
Experts are agreed that this problem is primarily an economic one and that the 
only satisfactory solution Sies in a organization of ‘the economic and social pattern 
of the country and its people. This is a process which cannot successfully be com¬ 
pleted in one generation ; and meanwhile the University must continue to tarn out 
increasing numbers of graduates while we cannot hope for a corresponding increase 
in tho number of vacant posts to whioh they may seek admission. 

Statistics reveal to us that nearly sixty per cent of the stndents who come up to 
tho University fail to get beyond the intermediate stage. It is evident that many of 
those students would have pursued quite successful life careers bad they been 
diverted, at the pre-Unlversity stage, to vocations suited to their individual tempera¬ 
ment or ability. To effect this a reorganization of the Secondary Education system 
is necessary, and ic is gratifying to note that steps to that end' are being taken by 
tbo departments concerned. 

In certain European countries a different method has been adopted to solve the 
problem, by introducing a numorus cl a us us whereby the number of admissions to 
the Universities is restricted. Such a measure may serve only as a temporary 
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remedy, but no instiluion of highor learning can justify its adoption as a general 
policy. Especially in this oountry wliero wo look forward to Iho development and 
proper working of democratic institutions I trust it will never l»a necessary to with¬ 
hold higher education from any person who is qualified to benefit by it. This is not 
to say, however, that the difiiouity will bo lessoned by tho award of University de¬ 
grees to all who may appear and bo successful at Univorstty Examinations, irrespec¬ 
tive of whether they liav r o undergone regular courses of instruction or not. When 
graduates who have had the bo no lit of systematic training not only in selected 
branches of knowledge, but what is equally Important, in tho arts of good citizenship, 
ere finding tho problum of suitable employment sufficiently grave, to others without 
similar equipment, it must be wail tiigh insurmountable. 

The contribution that tho University o«n make towards tho solution of this prob¬ 
lem is by providing tho right typo of education and by helping tho employers to 
recruit tho right kind of persons. It can got into contact with prospective employers, 
to scortain from them their requirements with rospuat to tho number of posts avail¬ 
able under thorn for Universitv trained men and women, and to tho kind of training 
most suited to those posts. This information tho University can place before its 
students ; and such as may solnct definite careers can bo advised and directed in their 
aendomlo courses with a specific aim in view. To nohiovn this ohjoot tho University 
hopos to establish in tho near fuluro an Employment Hoard. A schemo has been 
prepared for tho constitution of this Board and‘I trust that the necessary funds to 
bring it Into being wilt bo found. In this connection I desire to thank the Burma 
Chamber of Commoroo for thoir gonorous offer of Ks. 2,500 per annum towards the 
expenses of thiB Board when formed. It is n gonoraiiy recognised fact that a large 
majority of students join tho University with no definite career in view, but with a 
vague hopo that after they have obtained thoir degrees they would secure an appoint¬ 
ment in ono of the Government Services. Tho Employment Board will be able to 
present other possible careers for tho consideration of newly joined students and to 
help them to direct their studios towards a purposive end. While this Board will fill a 
much needed want wa must not expect it to bo a complote Buiutiou for tho unemploy¬ 
ment problem. The true solution must lie in a change of outlook in those seeking 
higher oduoatson. Young men and womon undergoing training usually look on the 
University as a moans of obtaining n degree for tho purpose of scouring a salaried 
post. Tboy must realise that iho true objeot and ideal of a University oduoation is 
mtolieotual culture in tho highest and widest sense. Following this ideal does not 
necessarily moan tliat a student becomes unfitted to lake aciivo port in tho affairs 
of life ; for this ideal, truly conceived, seldom fails to be of use in uncaring material 
advantages. On this point I may quota tho words of Cardinal Nowman who says j 
“The man who has learned to think and fo reason and to compare and to discrimi¬ 
nate and to analyse, who has roiinod bis taste, mid formed his judgment and 
sharpened his montal vision will not indeed at once become a lawyor, a statesman, 
b physician, an ougineor, or a maa of business, but ho will bo placed in that state of 
intellect In whiuh ha can taka up any of thoso sorvioos and callings with an oaso, a 
grace, a versatility and a suooess fo which another is a stranger. In this 6 OOS 0 thou 
mental culture is emphatically useful. 1 ' 

It only remains lor mo to exhort tha candidates “to conduct thoraselvca suitably 
unto tho position to which by tho degrees conferred on thorn, they have attained. 
Graduates of tho Univorsity of Rangoon, J congrati/Iato you on tho success you have 
achieved, and oonvoy to you tho host wishtm of tho University for your success ia 
life. During tho courso of tho ceremony certain questions have boos put to you, 
and F am confident that your responses havo come, not only from your lips but 
also from your hearts. Dot mo, onoo moro, invito your attention to the obligations 
you have uoderiakon and tho implications contained therein. Xu promising to conduct 
yourselves in your daily iife and conversation as booomo members of this University, 
you have tak-n a pledge of a fiduciary nature for tho knowledge that you havo 
acquired in tho Univorsity can achieve nothing unless you hold it in trust and use 
it m proper and wlso manner and tho skill you havo attained will bo of no value 
in society, unless you make uso of it in your daily life as a trustee for tho common 
good. In pledging yoursulf to support and promnto tho causo of morality and sound 
learning you aro reminded of tho words “With Truth and Loyalty" which form the 
motto of our University. The undertaking to uphold and advance social order and 
tho well-being of your fellow men implies that so far os you aro able, you will uso 
your knowledge and skill iu harmonizing human relations and bring about a state of 
mutual nelplulooaa. You aro now leaving tho sheltered crlm of the University to 
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Rail on tho troubled waters of life. I am certain that no more among yon bas any 
illusions about the grim realities that you will now be called upon to face. Obstacles 
wdl lio in your path but if you took on them as challenges to your skill you may 
not only triumph over them but will also achieve a solf-eonflienee and self-control 
which Will enable you to face futuro difficulties. When you are aS3ailod hy doubt 
as to tho proper courso of action or conduct, remind yourself of tho obligations you 
have entered upon to-day for tho precepts implied in them will ever guide 
you aright. 

And finally, in addition to the fact that you hold your skill and knowledge in trust 
for the good of mankind, you are also stewards of the honour and reputation of tbe 
University. As members of its alumni you are now entitled to take a share in 
guiding its future development and progress ; and if the degree with which you have 
b“on invested to-day ins any value for you I exhort you to guard, most jealously, 
the fair namo of tiio institution which has conferred it on you. 


The Lucknow University Convocation 

The following address was delivered on the 10th. December 1938 by the Hou'Wo 
Pandit Oovind-Ballalih Pant at the Convocation of the Lucknow University at the 
Sixteenth Annual Conference of tho University at Lucknow :— 

Education is co-extonsive with human life and interests. There are several prob¬ 
lems which are peculiar to our Universities. Controversies regarding Federal or 
Residential Universities, rivalries between arts and science, tho competing claims of 
modern and clasical languages, the defects of onr educational system with its intense¬ 
ly literary aod abstract cha'acfer and the need for giving it a vocational bias and 
introducing mechanical commercial and technical subjects to a substantial extent io 
the University curriculum have claimed public attention and been stressed by 
their protagonists from lime to time. I have no desire fo deal with these matters 
in detail. In the midst, however, of diversity and variety—whatever be tho form, 
Iho method or the content of ednoatiou—there ib a fundamental uniformity. The 
entiro fabric of Uuiversilice. irrespective of any apparent marks of difference of 
conflicting views and pursuits must bo animated by a common purpose, a universal 
soul and reared in and dominated by high and noble ideals. 

At n time like the present, when nations are arming themselves at a furious 
pace and a world war mny bo upon us at any moment we should remind ourselves 
constantly of the eternal verities which form the essential feature and the real 
hallmark of University life. Tho ideals of a UiiivcrBity shave been defined and 
preached in no uncertain terms by writers of repute and men of letters and culture, 
and yet the world to-dny seems to have sadly deviated from them, with the 
result that it is faced with a serious crisis whieb threatens tbe very existence of 
civilisation. The doctrines which men of light aud learning have held dear, the 
forces making for universal progress and happiness are being thrown into tho 
melting pot. Tho prospect for humanity looks gloomy and -is giving cause for 
much concern and anxiety to thoughtful people. Recent events in tho history of 
the world indicate the bankruptcy of the dominant powers. Abyssinia, China, 
Spain and Czechoslovakia bear a painful testimony to *ho degradation which has 
set in. There is moral anarchy in international affairs and the rale of tho big stick 
and physical might hns become almost universal. All that man achieved after 
centuries of travail and tribulation seem to be crumbling into dust and the forces 
of violence and barbarism seem to be raising their head. The cherished heritage of 
centuries of human achievement, courage and sacrifice is seriously menaced. Tbe 
atrocities perpetrated by Germany on the Jews are simply revolting and inhuman 
and eclipse even the barbarities of tho iron and mediaeval ages. Italy is, to some 
extent, following Germany's example in this respect. All this derangement of 
moral forces is not a sudden and unexpected phenomenon. The germs of the 
disease, which bas reached tbe culminating point in these shocking barbarities. He 
deeper. The world has been in a state of ceaseless disequilibrium for several years. 
Tsnie, fear, suspicion, mistrust, consuming greed, vain arrogance arid mutual 
animosities have been predominant, and the forces of reason, culture and humanity 
have been receiving a serious set-back. The hallowed names of democracy, freedom 
and liberty have been used as a cloak for personal, racial or national 
aggrandisement. 
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What is true of the political field Is equally true of tho economic. There was 
dislocation of economic forces during tho war, followed by a ceitain amount of 
rehnbilitation, which however proved unstable, Tho economic system has been 
crippled nnd seems to bo completely out of gecr since. The world seemed to be 
forging ahead towards new levels of material prosperity when the depression set in 
and the entire structure collapsed. As in the political so ia tho economic sphere 
fanaticism and stupid ftnpcrstition to the exclusion of reason brought about ■ 
lamentable catastrophe. Conflicts duo to unreason, cowardice and greed were 
visible everywhere. Instead of economic stabilisation, wo had a series of economic 
crisis in quick succession, accompanied by currency warfare, restrictions on produc¬ 
tion, prohibition or strict rogttlafion of imports, economic isolation and intense 
economic conflicts and antagonism to the detriment of tho entire human race. It 
is most amazing and depressing that all this should have happened when nature 
nnd providence were prolific in their bounty and munificence, and when the world 
had shrunk, distances had been annihilated and men mid women, old aod young, in 
different quarters of the globe had been brought into close and living contact with 
one another through telephone, wireless, aeroplane, radio and other similar 
blessing of science. Resides, tbero was no real justification for this conflict 

and exclusive isolation. 

While until tho last war tho sources of man and tho gifts of nature were 
limited, there has been a remarkable progress in this direction in recent years, 

Paradoxical though it may seem, tho slump and the consequential Impoverishment 
were duo to tho existence of plenty in most countries. Since tho war, the output 
of commodities has gono up considerably. Tho world economic surveys of tho 
League of Nations clearly show ihnt lucre has been a considerable increase in 
commodity out-put and what is still more important thoro is an unlimited capacity 
in nature to turn out in an almost unbounded measure whatever man needs. 

While filled with an ardent dosiro to servo those near about you, you should not 
forgot that, with tho modern facilities of communication and transport, with the 
iator-depeudonca of nations any ovont of importance occurring in any country 

has its reaution and repercussions in tho othor happening elsewhere. Yon 

cannot themforo afford to be indifferent to what is happening elsewhere. You 

will have to shoulder tho burdun of tho world. If forces of reaction gain 

ascendancy in any part of tho world your country cannot remain unaffected 

thereby. You should regard yourselves as citizens of the world and every¬ 
thing tending to circumscribe tho fluid or service should bo repugnant to you. 
Universities aro meant to equip you for the highest and tho noblest achievements in 
the widest sphero. You ihauld not let your manhood be dwarfed and eclipsed by com¬ 
munal considerations. Comtnutialism is a negation of culture and incompatible with a 
liberal faith. The communal virus han erupt ovon into our educational institutions 
in soma places. This is most deplorable. At least In the pure intellectual 

atmosphoro of tho UDivcrBitiBH your thoughts and dreams and ambitions should tran¬ 
scend the narrow oummunat orbit. 

The University is a place of probation for yon. You have ample opportunity for 
discipline and training, A balanced mind endowed with tho faculty of reasoning and 
independent judgment is tho key to Intellectual happiness and moral equipoise. An 
educated tnua must bo able instinctively to porooive and do tho right thing. 

tdociat or economic arrangements which cannot bear tho acurtiny of tho cannons 
of human dignity should not bo acceptable to him, and anything that boars harshly 
or unfairly on any seotion of tha oommunity should not bo oouatonancud by him. 
Custom and tradition should not be a atumbing block to him but merely a Btepping- 

A considerable section of oar population ts still labouring under various social and 
civil disabilities. Sometimes they are looked upon as less than human and denied 
the rights and privileges to which every member of the public has an Inherent 
right aod claim. Culture recognizes the dignity of man and regards all men as equal 
in the sight of Qod. A cultured person should not content until he sees social In¬ 
justice completely remedied. 

University education has come in for a lot of crilicfsm. Nobody can deny that 
there are many defects in it and ample room for Improvement. I have myself been 
conscious of several deficiencies, some of which should in my opinion be regarded as 
serious, but I would strongly deprecate the imposition of any artificial restraints with 
a viow to restricting tho growing tide of University education. We should recast the 
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system, bat I caDnot persuade tnvself to believe that knowledge is dangerous or that 
any man is made the worse because of the education be bas received. Soma 
have pone to the length of even recommending recruitment to the public services at 
tho undergraduate stage, so that students may not flock to tbo Universities. I may also 
add that [ have no particular prejudice against Universities being maintained by the 
State. In so far as we are unable to assist the Universities it is because there are 
other competing claims on us and there are several things which must claim our 
attention first. Cut 1 would set no limit to the assistance which a University may 
receive from the public exchequer. Instances of other countries do not quite fit in 
with our own. If the State can afford this I should hold that it is the right of 
every young man to receive all facilities for intellectual equipment and advancement 
subject to his making such monetary contribution to it as his circumstances 
may allow. 

Some of this confusion and this apathy towards higher education is doe to the 
unemployment prevailing among the educated young men. Lest I should be misunder¬ 
stood I must unreservedly admit that it is the duty of the State to provide fruitful 
channels of activity for all citizens and especially for the educated youth. But no 
community can live on and be fed by clerical jobs. In fact, 1 strongly hold that 
tho attitude towards education as a mere passport to public services is highly 
undesirable. It circumscribes and narrows one’s horizon and serves as a damper 
on one's talents and hampers one's spiritual growth. It not unoften results in the 
sacrifice of one’s genius for the sake of a career. I feel that a considerable part of 
this unemployment is duo to deeper causes also. The edocation which was introduced 
in oar country about a hundred years ago at the instance of Lord Macaulay was 
not based on any inspiring ideal. Jt was utterly tacking in a national outlook. The 
idea of public service was entirety absent. The svstem was introduced primarily 
with a view to producing suitable persons for holding subordinate and clerical posts 
under British administrators. Those who received education in English schools and 
colleges were for the most part isolated from tbo people of the country and the 
masses in the villages and town. They lived and had their being in a different 
society and whii o it would not be correct to say that they lived as parasites their 
roots were not embedded iu tho open fields. Their general attitude and approach 
towards tho vast mass of tho people was as a rule undemocratic, personal 
and some what arrogant. 

We should remodel our system of edocation. Simplicity and frugality should be 
tbo essential characteristic of oar oriental life, especially in the present stage. 
Education should aim at producing men of character and enlightenment devoted to 
tho service of tho people. We should aim at producing missionaries and pioneers 
who will find joy in the service of otherB. Tho lot of the villager is pitiable. On the 
whole the upper and the middle classes have thriven at his cost, while to him life 
has meant unrelieved toil and drudgery from day to day throughout the year. Tho 
educated owe a duty to him and it must be their endeavour to lift him from bis 
misery, to raise his stature and to enrich hiB life and bring the blessings of science, 
arts aud medioino within bi3 easy reach. 

Government bas appointed several committees to examine the system of education. 
If our Universities are to play thoir part properly they have to adapt themselves to 
the environments is which they are placed, A University is a temple of learning 
and tho teachers should be able by their example and precept to inspire those sitting 
at their feet. In such a sanctuary there can be no room for intrigue, jealousy or 
factions. To the genuine teacher, the type of man whom we want at our universities, 
teaching is not a profession but the fulfilment of a mission In which he 
finds bis life. 

As I have already said tho Government has appointed committees to examine tho 
present system of education in all stages and to suggest such changes as they may 
consider necessarv. I need not anticipate the results of their Investigation and 
deliberations but I look to our Education Reorganization Committee for valuable 
advice. 1 hope that they will fully examine the scheme of basio education, which 
so f3r as I am concerned has impressed me greatly. I was delighted to hear that oue 
of the greatest educationists of modern times had declared that the Zakir Husain 
report was a remarkable document. It serves to Jink up the various subjects of 
the school curriculum with the natural environments of the scholar. This principle of 
correlation is the essence of the scheme of basic—education, 1 believe that the scheme 
in fundamentally sound and trust that tho Committee will show us how to adopt it 
to our circumstances. With a view to evolving tho bost method of such instruction 
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wo have started now training colleges at Allahabad and Bonaros, and I hemo 
that the oritica and sceptic* will at least liavo tho patiuaco to watch (ha 
experiment with sympathetic late rest, I am euro that if it is dispassionately 
examined it will not bo easy to spurn superciliously the reasoned scheme 
which is adumbrated therein. 

It gives mo great pleasure to odor my felicitations to all those on whom degrees 
have just been conferred. I Bioeerely trust that whatovor bo your avocation in life 
and whatever career you ohooso to adopt you will not forget, in tlio discharge of the 
duties and responsibilities which may bo called upon you to porform, that you aro 
educated mon and hnvo boon motnbers of a distinguished University. You should 
nover fall short of the ideals for wbiob the University Blands. 

This is the time when wo aro shaking froo from our shackles and trying to emerge 
into the fulness of national life. It will be your privilege to take part in this struggle 
for liberty and to help to usher into the sooiety of nations that independent fndia 
which will be the strongest guarantee of tho rights mid liberties of other nations. 
But you havo to perform a still highor task. You will have to administer tho affairs 
of this froo India, so that evory citizen will find tho fulfilment and tho fruition of his 
life. You will havo to light poverty and disease, inortia and superstition, unjust 
exploitation of man by man, superficial doctrines and dobasod sooial praotiees. You 
must always cast your weight on tlio right side, whether in political or othor sphere. 

Great are you responsibilities, but it is a privilege to liso and to work in times like 
these whon humanity is in travail and a now world is being born, a world in wliioli 
each shall work for all nod do one Hlmll bo denied tho opportunity to unfold to tho 
gifts of the mind and spirit which nature has endowod him with. India expects great 
things from you. She expects that you will always do your best and will bo in your 
best form in whatovor you do, 1 hope that you will not betiovo her expectations end 
will rise nobly to tho occasion without any thought of self whenovor your services 
are in demand. I couolude with tho words of our national poot 

“Consecration of our iifo waits to bo rccoivod from Natnm’s own hand and it 
should accompany our training of heart, mind and imagination, a training whioh la 
not only for tlio production of tirabor of a high market value, if mind could bo com¬ 
pared to a true, bat for exhibiting tho wealth of it* flowars which contributes to the 
joy of creation, often without our noticing it.”—“Vaudo Mataram.” 


The Nagpur University Convocation 

Tho following is tfio text of tho address delivered by Mr. O. It. Untidy, Vice- 
Chancellor, Andhra University at the seventeenth Convocation of tlio Nagpur 
University held on tho I Oth. December 1938 ;— 

On this occasion, under your Act, I havo to address moro particularly tho Graduates 
who aro just going out into tho world. I join your Clmnctdlor and Vioo-Chancollor 
in extending ray hearty congratulations to tho young mim ami women who havo 
obtained iSintr degrees to day. 1 trust that their future ctaroors will bo just as stieooss- 
ftii. Of course, tho world is nut a Collage. Thora ' things aro not oloarly mnrkod, 
demarcated, no toxt bonks aro prracribod, and no graoo marks givon though lack is a 
fair hut ticklo substitute for academic grnoo. However, if your judgment has boen 
properly developed by your education, you ought to bo ablo to moot issues a 3 they 
arise, dunking independently and acting manfully. I had bottor say at oneo that I 
have not come hero to preach, to exhort, or talk atmosphorio stuff. My purposo ia 
addressing an intellectual audience has alwuyB been to present them with the prob¬ 
lems that they have to encounter, and to indicate to thorn tlio mothodologv that they 
should pursuo In arriving at their ooncluhions : Naturally 1 will havo to illustrate by 
a relorence to concrete issues, many of which aro in their vory nature controversial. 
I do not wish to impeso my opinions: nor do I fool it necessary oven to state my 
opinions. But without concrete illustrations, R would till bo speaking in tho air ■ 
and that moans spooking for tlio air, nud empty porformanco which should bo 
BvoiUc-j. And so If current <piontions aro touched upon, it is not with tho idea of 
propaganda but as points for your independent thinking and resolution. 

Tho days aro gone by whon Government service was derided as a degradation of 
patriotism, Latterly, and vory naturally and proporlyi wo Lave boon revising our 
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previous values of public life and personal conduct, and have coma to feel that 
even the members of tbo Old bureaucracy have not been really quite so bad as we 
had imagined and that they too had been actuated by much benevolence aud efficient 
wisdom, and that therefore eur gratitude is duo to them, A fortiori, no sin can 
attach to service in tho ever-growing national governments of India. But I have no 
doubt that in these davs too, public service in tho sense of political life and noc- 
ofiicia! wort, will continue to bo tho greater attraction, and the larger and more 
meritorious field. For that very reason, an outline map of Indian publio life may 
not bo altogether without its value. 

Mnhatmaji has said that tho Parliamentary mind has come to stay. Can wo go further 
and hold that tho democratic method also has coma to stay ? For without Demo¬ 
cratic methods Parliaments arc a fake and farce. Tho democratio method implies 
not only a general mass activity and responsibility such as must be there under every 
form of nationalism, but individual responsibility, a senso of responsibility of 
each individual as voter and a constituent element, however small, remote and 
indireot, in the Government. I hope that my young friends going out into tho 
world will honour the obligations of n democratic vote Mly and always. Democracy 
and in foot every ‘Ocracy’ will bB a success only whoa moral worth or personal 
compolenco and political importance go together. That is to say, when only men 
of merit and character exercise power and influence. If worthless men are 
elevated to high places, whathor by accident of birth or corruption by money or 
ignorant votes, the result cannot be a suceoss. A vote is not constitutive of 
merit. It ought to bo reeognilive of merit. Let us not imagine that because we 
got a largo number of votes, we nro necessarily very good and great. It is a 

mistake to think that many votes bring io their train many virtues. (Loud 

Laughter ). Professor Gwatkm of Cambridge used to put It humorously and 
mathematically thus ;—“Zero plus zero plus zero is still zero.” Tho illusion that a 
largo number*of worthless votes will give you a worthy representation ought to be 
discarded. It is a fallacy to think that a largo number of zeroes will give us 

either substance or quality. 

This is not n new truth, Carlyle has driven homo tho lesson that all human 
activity should be subordinated, not so much to tho positive laws enacted 
by man, as to tho eternal laws graven on adamantine tables. Human 

right ami powers bavo to bo regulated by a loyal consideration of tho higher and 
moro eternal laws, Drummond has said that there is a natural law in the moral 
world which you can no more ignore without serious consequences than tho laws of 
the natural world or of physiology. Wo can defeat this party of that by organising, 

by rousing passions aud prejudices. But can we defeat the inexorable law of histo¬ 

rical Karma that wilt sooner or later work itself out ? The moviDg Anger writes 
aud having write moves on, aud not all tho flow of the votes of the world can 
obliterate ono letter of that fateful writing. That is why whatever the form of 
Government, there is always a call on our part for reflection, for honest criticism 
and the endeavour to weigh things in the eternal scales and live botlor lives. The 
ballot box is not tho Eleventh Avatar of Vishnn. (Cheers). 

I am glad that wo have met on an occasion when there has been a real trans¬ 
ference of political power directly in tho Provinces and indirectly as by way of 
subtle reaction, even in the All-India Government, from the British bureaucracy to 
Indian national and nationalistic hands. It is gratifying to note that our Ministers 
have been, speaking generally, conspicuous successes. (Cheers). I do not wish to 
say anything about a Province in which I am only a transient guest (Laughter). But 
I have no hesitation In acclaiming the Madras Ministry as a set of people bent on 
high purpose who would do credit to any Government in any part of the world. 
(Applause). Lord Erskmo tho otbor day uttered words of sincere praise in honour 
of tho Ministry. I have spoken to a good few Governors—at any rate to a few 
Governors, whether good or not—(Laughter), and they aro all agreed that our Mini¬ 
stries, considering all tho circumstances of the situation, have beea noteworthy suc¬ 
cesses. I am not ono of those who btdievo that a Governor's praise is veiled condem¬ 
nation and curse. (Cheers). Appreciation, sincere and true from any qunrter, ought 
to be dear to every heart, human enough to respond to kindness aud to reciprocate 
generosity. This then is the time when we should coolly and calmly reflect on what 
are requirements of a democracy ; because reflection in troubled times or under dis¬ 
tress wiil not be regarded as having either moral value or intellectual integrity. It 
will be like repentance when you have got into trouble or after you have been 
« ‘ 
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fontid out, {Laughter). It 5s much batter that in this hour of general success and 
good credit, when nobody can point the linger of scorn at our Ministers, wa reflected 
on the reqairemoots of democracy, so that wo may safeguard ourselves against 
possible pitfalls and dangers nnd not rashly go over the preoipico. 

If you ask me whether this thought that I am placing before you is new one, 1 
say ‘No’. It is as old as Aristotle, Aristotle pointed out how every form of Govern¬ 
ment was Hablo to perversions speoinl to its oonstitotion and suffered from congenita! 
weakness which, unless guarded against, developed into disease, degeneration, decay 
and death. Thus monarchy, good at one time, if Its power is not controlled and 
regulated by considerations of equity, legality, the gonerni good and expediency, 
becomes tyranny. Similarly, Aristocracy may degonerato into Oligarchy, and Demo¬ 
cracy into Mobocraey. No life's process, political or physiological, has permanent 
Immunity from disease and death caused by internal weaknesses or externa! attacks. 
Look at the curious forms that Democracy or tho mockery of democracy has assumed 
in modern Europe. In Germany there is conscription of votes in favour of tho Nazi 
Government. They do not have party elections but wlmt aro oatled one list elections 
which are no elections. Tho Government proposo a list for what it calls ft popular 
plebiscite. Votors havo to say •'yes” or “no”, that is to any “yes”, (Laughtor). There 
are no alternative candidates to bo voted for. And if they do not vote for tho 
Government candidate, they aro givoa political education in concentration camps. 
(Laughter). I hope that that kind of dotnncracy will not spread beyond the frontiers 
of the Fatherland. (Cheors). Tho eleotoratos in Germany aud in Italy aro supposed 
to have freedom of vote. There is a glory of o religious fanatic who devoutly 
believed in God, and therefore had naturally nothing but contempt for man. (Laughter). 
Approaching one of his friends with a revolver in his hand, he Raid :—“Tell me 
frankly, do you bolievo in God or no ¥ You are free to answer as you like. Only 
I must tell you that I just now shot a man who said ho did not believe in God." 
{Laughter). "That is the democracy—the plobtscitni basis with electoral conscription 
of Dictatorship that you have got in Germany and Italy, and tho tvpo is spreading. 
Rousseau was of opinion that oven in England the people enjoyed liberty only during 
tho elections. {Laughter). A friend of mino improved on Rousseau’s dictum and said 
that during tho elections the British citizens had not only full froodam but plenty 
of free beer. (Loud laughter). Thereafter, till tho ’text gonoral elections, thoy had 
no freedom, or free boar. 

A similar thought, though Dot in those terms, scorns to have been expressed by a 
prominent Ministor of Madras, who is reported to have deciarod in connection with 
tho opposition roused by somo of his measures, that as ho had a majority he had 
every right to ruto as he pleased till ho was overthrown either by tho legmlaturo or 
by tho electorate. Tho question is, have majorities not only tho right to rule but tho 
right to misrule ¥ la the old days, wo had tho divine right of kings to tyrannise, 
Havo wo to-day the divine right of majorities to tyrannise ¥ Evil cannot bo a right, 
whether divine or human. Is there not something to bo said in favour of the grand 
old theocratio doctrine of Islam that all secular powers, however installed, are but 
Vicegerents of God and should aot as tho agents and instruments of a Providence who 
is all mercy and compassion ?—Not that tho theory was universally or oven generally 
practised. (Laughton. No theory over Js, not ovun the latest In our midst, 
(Laughter), It is because oven democrooy is liahlo Go errors of judgment, if not 
mischief of a graver kind, that in sumo constitution* they havo introduced direct and 
continuous control of tho people ovur Ministries and Legislatures by means of snch 
contrivancus as recall and referendum, which aro a mitigation of party government 
and the plenary rights supposed to bo conferred by gonoral elections. 

But why should secular power, ovan elected powor, be subordinated to higher 
moral considerations ? What if it is not bo subordinated ? Tho answer Is, there will 
result tyranny in_ somo shape or another ; and sooner or later. tyranny leads to strife 
and civil war. Either tho tyrannical government will bo overthrown or tho internal 
weakness thus caused will make tho Blato an easy proy to foreign invaders. So 
strength, stability and cvorlastingcesa depond on how earthly power, however generated 
or Installed, subjects itself voluntarily to tho regulation of hoavoniy laws. Moral laws 
aro not matters of legislation. Votos and majorities do not create them and cannot 
repeal thorn. They aro there, roat, eternal. A solf-govornmont which is not nourished 
by good government will and must parish, Aud this goodness must bo tempered 
by tho need to bo Btrong enough to repeal foreign attacks. It cannot bo ascetic 
goodness. 
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The frreat thing about England is that it is not tho particular “arohy” or “ocracy” 
that ia rospoosibto for ilg national and fniernational grealncss, but the spirit of 
constitutionalism ; that power of self-control and Innate regard for tho deeper laws of 
human nature, which is so ingrained ia tho British character. To illustrate: The 
Liberal Government under Asquith passed legislation curtailing the powers of tha 
House of Lords. For the lest 20 years since, tho Conservative Party which opposed 
that legislation tooth and nail and would not bend except under throat of the royal 
creation of sufficient Peers to forco it through tho House of Lords, has been ia 
continuous end ovotwhelming power iu Parliament. Yet did it try to got that legisla¬ 
tion repealed ? No. Similarly, when the dynastic question about tho late King arose, 
Mr. Baldwin took tho Leaders of tho Opposition into confidence, though they were a 
very small minority, aud managed to reach a solution by general consent instead of 
by tho mechanical forco of his majority. Unless wo learn how to subordinate legal 
rights and powers to tbo idea of moral competence, we shall bo either tyrants or 
slaves, never free men. 

Every form of Government and especially democracy rests on two foundations. 
The first is a strong character, individual and more especially racial, with an enormous 
capacity for organisation. It is from this point of view that I acclaim Ibo 
Congress as ono of tho greatest contributions to tbo political and moral regeneration of 
our country. (Applause). It has taught our people bow to organiso. But then roan 
Is more than a machine. He must not become either a part of tho machine 
Shat bo has created or entirely Subservient to the machine Itself, As the 
ilon’ble Mr. C. Kajagopalachariar told us the other day—what does it matter 
what a written constitution is like ? It depoods on the Ministers iu what way it 
would bo worked. A written constitution adjusts itself to tho character and personality 
of the Ministers. Similarly I suppose in the case of organisations. Tho party machine 
must bo worked by men ; and when men cease to be men, they cannot work it. It 
works them. 1 have welcomed Mr. Rajagopalachariar's pronouncement as a theoreti¬ 
cal introduction to the practical acceptance of the Federation, however defective tha 
Federal Act might be, and I hope that my interpretation is correct. 

The second foundation is that along with strong character yon must have ft sane 
judgment. Will without reason, reason without will, either is an unhappy combina¬ 
tion. Tho two must go together balancing each other. Aud to-day it is on the 
Principles of Political Judgment, which I think will bo of some use to the young 
people going out into tho world, in which politics are of such overwhelming Import¬ 
ance, that I wish to say a few words, indicative and illustrative, but by no means 
exhaustive. 

Great men have dealt wirh these two subjects, namely, hindrances to good citizen¬ 
ship and hindrances to sound political judgment. Immortal Plato has told us that 
there are certain fallacies into which people fall easily. He called them “Idols"— 
idols as we might translate into English—the idols of the market, tbo idols of the 
cave and the idols of the theatre. It is always worthwhile to keep in touch with tbs 
two Faihors of political philosophy, Plato and" Aristotle. Mr. Bryce, who was both 
Professor and statesman of the highest standing, has written a wholo book on 
‘•Hindrances to Good Citizenship”. He analyses the power of money in democratic 
politics, of the press and of the various interests and how they create obstacles in the 
wav of integrity of public life. Turning to ideas, there is the boot on '‘Education'* 
ami “study of Sociology” by tho philosopher, Herbert Spencer, who enumerates all 
the prejudices which colour and distort our judgments. May not tho Political 
btieneo Departments of our Universities take up this line of enquiry with reference 
to Indian facts and conditions and analyse the impediments that we encounter both in 
regard to ideas and in regard to conduct, in a dispassionate and scientific manner ? 
It has been said, I know not with what amount of truth, that our Municipalities and 
local todies have not functioned pioperly. "Why has this been the case? And in tho 
larger political life too, have not communaiism and other factors vitiated the discharge 
of our duty as citizens ? A Political Science Department should not be content with 
such general statements liko these. It must collect the data, analyse and draw 
specific, and if I may say so, quantitative conclusions as far as possible. Is it not 
very easy in India to pass on a nostrum on the ground that our ancients believed 
in it and had prescribed it ? The appeal to ancientry—has it the same 
power over the different races ia tho world ? And if it has not, what are 
the causes that give it such a widespread currency amongst one people rather 
than another ? Why are soms progressive and some regressive ? I was one day 
talking to a friend of mine who was praising our ancients—I mean the Hindu ancients. 
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I do not want to tnuch any other ancients (Langhtor) : it is onlv with my own 
ancients that in these days of communalism I enu tuito some Glial liberty—and he 
was tilling mo that our ancients know everything and it was only we, their modern 
descendants, that were rotten to tho core, wretched, weak, disunited and demoralised. 
According to him, our aacionlB knew everything exeunt how to produce a docent 
posterity. tLoud laughter). Shall wo accept tho old, because it is old, adopt the latest 
because it is tho latest, or 6houtd wo treat each idea and prescription on its merits 
and adopt or rejoct according as it suits or does not suit us ? 

And what Is meant by ‘suits’ us V Suits to preserve our anoient culture, to rovive 
it and give it fresh currency In this new world or suits to make us a strong and 
powerful people prepared for the tasks of tho present mid tho future ? What again 
is meant oy ‘us’ ? Hindus only ? Or na Iudia in which tho Hindus mid Mussulmans 
and Christians and Pursues will ail bo Indians first, Indians noxt mid Indian always 
and all through ? Thus you soo how points of view have to bo taken into aouount; 
how evolution proceeds oq tho basis of the policies wo adopt. Does this not'show that 
several of tho slogans and sutras of our political hfu can only bo relatively true— 
truo from certain points of view or for certain purposes, tho importance and 
adequacy of which have also to bo determined separately ? Alt around us, to use 
Plato's expression, Ihero aro oaves, aud theatres, and markets, which tho sonaiblo man 
should bo careful to avoid ? 

Take tho term “Notional Education", Which nation's ? Tho Hindu nation’s or tho 
Muslim or tho Christians ? lias it or has it not a rovivalistic flavour ? Aud can wo 
unito our people on tho basis of o rovival of tho past ? Has not the past divided 
us ? If there is a chance of real unity between all tho classes and communities in 
tho country, ayo the castes too, can wo securo it by going back to ancient cultures 
and customs ? Or will it bo by evolving a future in which tho ancientries of caoh 
and nil of us would bo duly modified and sub-ordinuted to tho reqnirumonts of an 
Indian India? Supposing In place of National education, wo employ the term 
‘Nationalistic Education', will it make a differ unco, emphasising n futurist outlook V And 
again will It help if ono poopto, namely say (hu Hindus, adopt tho forward-looking 
policy while others In thoir religious or other zeal, adopt tho backward looking 
policy? Shall wo not tost tho political idoas recommended in this and other ways? 
And also adjust action to the bounds of tho feasible and tho possible V 


Lot mo got away from what you may regard as side glances at currant 
issues. As Seeley has said—History is past polities ; and politics is present 
history. Therefore, tho largor factors that have moulded history might help us, 
if wa can grasp thorn aright, to form helpful judgments in politics. Thinkers have 
behoved in a t-eionee of history. And tliwro havo boon written a number of Inter¬ 
pretations of History, dealing with tha great, tho fundamental causes that have moulded 
tho destinies of races. It is impossible to dual with all of them lioro or even 
with any ono of them in dutail. 1 onn only touch and go. .John ilorloy has said 
that tho two most powerful and abiding factors hava been religion and economics. 
One deals with tho soul and tho other with tho stomach. Aud both aro perennial 
inn Dances. *| ! *t religion been tho same potent force in all communities and 

countries ** \\fial is its power amongst tho Hindus* tho Mussatrnans and tho rest 
iq India i Why m U that sumo religions aro mor.e tolerant than others ? Some 
religions aro aggrossivo \ Rome aro widely Indulgent V As regards economics, wo 
know la a general way that poor people, if they aro powerfut, pUmdor rich people 
H they are powerless. Tovorty given a motive for invasion. Ilut without power, 
victory cannot bo won. And what is it that gives iiower to races ? Is not power, 

without nnvt<riv nn inpi.nfii*n f»p ;— <j r\_ __» ..* t *» 


power f wuien Das the more potent iniiueiico tn tho Europe today, religion or 
raco and economics ?—raco for political purposes being defined not a? tho 

aotbrf>|iological race, which will make tho Gurmaos and os, for infilaaco, one 

people* hut linguistic, which seems to bo tho most powerful factor. Have not race 

and economies in a large measure superseded religion as a factor in tho development 
of ntaies m tho modern world t And what exactly is our situation in this 

respect / Tho biological interpretation h trasses tho importaaeo of race, of instinct 
and will, ami tho struggle for existence and tho survival of tho fittest. Some 
historians have held that itho downfall of Greece and Rome was duo to tha 
stock degeneracy produced by malaria. Tho mosquito is thus a faoior in history I 
works have boon written ca degeneration, individual and racial. Is cot one sigQ 



501 


-10 ozo. ’33 ] THE NAGPUR UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 

of degeneration the incapacity (o translate ideas, which aro easily acquired, into 
aftif.ii and conduct ? Tfio ethical interpretation holds that (rood always succeeds. 
Hot in the argument, it equates good tho qualities that lead to success, and eery 
nearly transforms itself into the proposition, not that good prevails, bnt that 
what prevads is good. And yet, howjver we define virtue and good, unless they 
conserve and promote power, permanent success and survival will not be possible. 
One of tho eternal prot.lems of life is how to correlate troth, power aod goodness. 
P'diiics. not being a field of abstract doctrines and dogmas, compromises, conserva¬ 
tive and prorootivo of power, are necessary, and to that extent truth am) goodness 
must mule themselves flexible and elastic. And they do too to the accompaniment 
of commentaries and explanations. There is a school of thought in our ciuntry 
which does not believe in struggle, and competition, necessarily involving aggression 
and suffering. They would like to son the historical process of struggle abolish and 
tho millennial process of complete peace and non-violence established as the rule of 
(h<* universo or at any rate of India. Is this realisable ? I have already referred to 
these who wish to Wot out tho Universities and stop this exploitation of nature, 
which carries with it tho exploitation of the weaker roan. Buckle is the answer 
to this. In this great book he has shown that the moral conduct of men and races 
remains shout the ksiuo from ago to age and that therefore the key to progress, 
which is more rapid than moral evolution, cannot bo found in ethical changes. It is 
in intellectual progress that you roust find the key to all the tremendous changes 
that have taken place. Intellectual progress in science and ia Applied Science is 
responsible for the rise of nations. Intellectual sterility Iead3 to downfall. But 
again suppose the intellect is coupled with a strong will. It may give light for 
other people to walk by. Will it enable yon to walk by it yourselves ? Is the 
lviau Vital an acquirable faculty j What a wetter the world is. We are talking of 
human brotherh‘iod and Mahatma Gandhi has most sublimely illostra'od it by the 
Batiian uplift movement, (Applause). But in Germany the Jews are being 
persecuted and in tho British Colonics, Indians continue to be treated as untouchables. 
Is Miinu an episode of Hindu history or is he the eternal old Adam of human nature, 
who can never be left out of account ? I trust that this digression into tho spacious 
field of interpretations of history so extremely sketchy and incomplete, will give you 
an idea of the modes of testing current policies. 

In India there are at present three or four ideologies, all of which deserve your 
atiwitim. You must determine for yourselves which you will adopt and by which 
you will bo guided. Firstly, the Capitalistic idea. But capitalists have Dover opposed 
regulation of the rights of property within limits. As Lord Salshury once put it 
“in a sense we aro all socialists now" and have been so lor at least a century. In 
the principles of taxation, protection given to labour, old age pensions and so forth, 
socialistic economies have be>*n liberally introduced. Secondly, there are the socialists 
of varying degrees of radicalism. Tho communists aro for re-constituting society on 
an entirely different motel. But none of those are democrats. The communists 
certainly believe in tho totalitarian principle, the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. And 
the present autocrat of all the Russia’s, Joseph Stalin, seems to be a greater believer in 
chopping off heads than in counting them quietly. He too has now introduced 
Capitalistic elements into Russian oconomy—and national elements also. Capital 
and Sex cannot be abolished, but only regulated. 

There is a third voieo in India, the Gandhian, noble, idealistic, snblime In many 
respects. Mahaima Gandhi tries to incuicato a new moral and evolve a new type of 
society, based on the two cardinal doctrines of non-violence and truth. As deduction 
from non-violence, wo have the following policies—abolition of the police, abolition of 
the military and a State with no coercive power. Tha State must be a school, not a 
barracks ; and a school without a cano. From what he regards as truth combined with 
non-violence, we have an educational system which is to be self-supporting and which 
will inculcate tho virtues of a self-contained life, the introduction to the self-contained 
village and to a non-competive, non-aggressive national economy. His rural recons¬ 
truction scheme—what Mr. Kumarappa calls decentralised production—all these are inten¬ 
ded not so much to create a new nation, a6 we understand nation, hut a new society. 

But as I said before in the field of politics, uncontacninated doctrine is impossible. 
And we have accordingly compromises. Tho author of non-violence supports the em¬ 
ployment of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, His followers are for the Iudisnisa- 
tlon of tho Array and for universal military training. And the Congress has aopoint- 
od a Committee to suggest economic planning for the whole country with Mr. 
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.lawaharlal Nehru, whoso doctrines aro tlio opposite of those that emanate from 
Wardha, as the Chairman. Nor is truth averse to eoalitional bargains such as have 
characterised ordinary oppositions and parties. 

1 mention these things merely as subjects for serious reflection. I have no opinions 
to give on this oceasiou. For my purpose is to make you think. Nor would I 
ftdviso you to decry a doctrine simply because it cannot be immediately adopted whole¬ 
sale and unalloyed. A practical test is, Will it lead to such betterment as would 
compensate for the sacrifice of its purity 't Mr. Kumaruppa's views have been severe¬ 
ly criticised by tlio young Andhra economist. Mr. Narnyann I’rasad and others. But 
then, has any philosophical doctrine, any religion or philosophy, over received per¬ 
fect illustration in this cantankerous world of ours ? As Shelley has put it, lha 
white radiance of Kternity become impure and distorted as it comes through the 
many coloured dome o( humanity. Do wo therefore denv tho .presence and value 
of tho eternal Light V l'lto other day a Congioss friend of mino in tho Andhra 
Senate moved a resolution fur organising a Universtily Training Corps. And when 
ho was asked how ho reconciled this with his dogma of non-violence, ho cleverly 
replied: “As individuals wo btrliovu in nan-violence but not ub Oovernmont. 
fj-iuightor). True, it hits fiomelimts been said that tho meek shall inherit tho earth. 
J ask how fur below tho surface. (I/md laughter). The Madras Premier also accepts 
tho principle of force in governments and is not afraid to illustrate Iris present faith 
by action. It is no reproach to him that politics toovitably lunations at average 
human level and will not ascend flaming into high heavons however much wo provide 
it with doctrinaire wings which fail to flap in our heavy atmosphere. 


But this much must bo said in wholehearted admiration of this latest gospel 
of human salvation. It forms n single logical philosophy of life, well-knit and 
imer-retated in all its parts. IE wo honestly and sincerely adopt (hat philosophy 
of life, should wo not resolutely carry out its corollaries 1 Or should we say that 
because the corollaries appear to bo impossible of operation, therefore, tho 
philosophy must bo rejected or modified ! Let us at any rale examine the 
postulates on which rests this noblo philosophy and gospel for all nations, or 
rather for a Immunity nationless and perhaps stateless. Iti saying this, I want my 
friends to realise that I nm giving a place to tho most remarkable genius that 
India now posHesses nloi»E sido of Bomo of the greatest lights and lenders of mau- 
kind. nil of whom hnvo been mystics and all of whom End Introduced on clement 
of peace, sweetness mid grace into life's tempestuous relations, Hnvo not ' our 
hopeless hands been clinging to their cross of hope V" When I went tip to 
t’ntnbridge, the first thing i was asked to do was to write an Essay on Ideal 
Htatcs from Plato's Republic down to Mr. II. 0 Wells's Utopias. In my essay l 

pointed out that i'lsto was verv logical, that ho said that tho world should bo 
ruled by philosophers and ho also laid down a doelrine in which ! cordially 
concurred, r»x„ that philosophers aboiild be spared all domestic cares and worries 
U'lUf/hter) without howcTer being obliged lo lest! the miserable life of bachelors, 
Uft:ni:wcti tnuijhli'r}, and suggested a compromise on communistic line* I’lato 
starts with bis Ideal speculatively formed and deduces from it institutional 
consif|ucnecs. if. 0. Wells reverses (he process and imagines a future which will 
he created, not by moral ideals descending on tho earth, but by iho present 
Operative forces reaching their logical culmination.' I laid my Tutor that William 
Morns appeared to me to be tho best of all, bccauso by tha very title of his book 
New* from Nowhere , ho had frankly and honestly admitted that ideal States were 
ROfc fX3«mbJe of rcaU&iUon. {Loutjhter). 


W hat then « the place of mystic idealism in politics 7 It bus certainly a 
place in individual life, a big plaeo. But has It an njunt placo in racial and 
national J Martyrdom in individuals is regarded ns a sublime sacrifice, ever to be 
venerated. Lut could wo prescribe martyrdom to whole races and nations 7 
Ui-armamenl is good But if ono nation disarms whilo the rest are piling up their 
m iitary establishments, is that not tho way to rnt-jul subjection and suicide ? But 
ail the same, there is a logic in it which wo admire, and a beauty of thought nnd 

Should go and ra i C f ,0 ra i UoW “ l t y thfll « nt J Economic competition 

r : -V «•* » to KO, wo should limit cur wantu and desires. We 
should had simple lives, get back to n rural civilisation. There is Mil) another 
l^bto "iK limitation of families 1 bublime. But would village civilisations 

cLkma fh,t n d ,» b 0n " : Iftughts of modern urbanised civilisation 7 And is it not 
urious that Oermany and Italy are trying to increase their populations just as our 
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ancients did ? True, exploitation of nature leads to the exploitation of man, Let 
mo illustrate. Oil la of special importance. So the power* Want to acquire the oil 
ficlila of the world by depriving tbo weaker races of emh oil fields as they possess. 
They want iron. Therefore they must conquer tho countries where there sro ores. 
They want rubber. Therefore, they enslave Africa. Thus, exploitation of nature, 
innocent as it ought to be. Juts undoubtedly led to the slavery of tbo weaker people. 
When wa think of all this ghastliness, it docs seem to us that the simple life 
would bo a solution, provided it could bo practised without danger of subjugation 
and ultimate extinction. 

What is the object of our nationaiisw ? Is it to strengthen India as a nation 
or is it to create a new typo of society in India, which would lead the way to a 
world renovation ? Have not these two ideas cot mixed up in our country at tho 
present time ? And have not persons who voted as nationalists been wrongly and 
by way of confusion of thought been regarded as adherents of this philosophy of 
life and its deductions ? (Cheers). Patriotism and nationalism aro tho very life nnd 
atmosphere of Germany, of England, Japan and other countries. But these particular 
reconstructions of society and titato nro not thought of anywhere except in India. 
We recommended these particular ways of social aud racial salvation to Abyssinia, 
to China, to Czeeho-slovukm, to tho Spaniards and to tbo Arabs in Palestine. But 
It does no appear as though any ot them listened to us in tha least or ever would. 
Shall wo then say that these aro the special requirements of India only ? And 
will India thus rendered unique bo able to hold her own ? 

There aro threo methods of evaluation of political ideas, which we somehow mix 
up iu our country. Thoro is tho speculative method. Au idea is good in the abstract; 
thareforo let us try to institutionalise it immediately. As an aspiratioa it has a 
value. As a leaven and au inlluotioe, it has a value. But if it made us unique and 
weak, it will have value only as an example to be avoided. Speculation may take 
another aspect, nnmoly, revival of an impossible past. It is easy to appeal to 
masses on the basis of auoientry, of out tonal this and of national that, moaning the 
primitive this and tbo primordial that. I understand that some people ore trying to 
solve the question of school buildings by saying that holding classes under trees is a 
national way of housing classes. I do not mind holdings classes under a manga tree, 
if you aro not anxious to seo tiso mangoes there. (Laughter). Surely open air 
schools can be recommended on modern grounds without dragging in aocieutry. Can 
wo carry nnctentism further and say that it would be a fiue tribute to our still 
more primordial ancestors if we all take to dwelling in trues and thus solve the 
housing problem V (Loud laughter) Tho most practical methods are the historical. 
What has been the prooess of history so far ? Shall wo adjust ourselves to that or 
shall we try to bold up history or resorvo the engines ? 

But if there is a contradiction between tho moral ideal and tho historical process, 
docs it not cacao that every endeavour should be made to achieve a new aud higher 
synthesis, trying to combine as much idealism as possible with actualities ? It seems 
to me that this is tho groat task before us and indeed of all humanity not yet dead 
to conscience. Reconciliation between ethical needs sod historical requirements—that 
is the problem. Wo cannot do without Mahatma Gandhi. .Nor could we do without 
historical evolution. Could wo combine tbo two V Could we not have large economic 
planning ot tho Russian model and at tho same time develop cottage industries 
not necessarily by hand labour but by the supply of cheap power, os has been donn 
throughout North Italy, where in the Lako regions overy bouse almost has its 
electrical installation for industrial purposes? Has not Alahatmaji done a groat 
service by emphasising neglected aspects of social and economic eadeavonr. 

Mr Jawaharlal Nehru has been advising ns to think internationally. This is a 
variety cl the historical method known as the comparative. We compare the political 
situation and tho economic condition of the States now existing and see how best wo 
can cope with tho task that these developments impose on us. You must make a com¬ 
parative study of the different states and societies including their economic, political, 
military aud other organisations, and see how you should adjust yourselves in order 
to be able to equal them and play a creditable part in the shaping and re-shapiug 
of tho world. And thinking internationally suggests that wo should bo modern in our 
thought, outlook and organisation. Wo sent a hospital ship to China whioh contained 
modern surgeons and modem implements and uot Mantra and Tantra experts. You 
cannot be thinking internationally aud at the same time acting anciently, ft is a 
fallacy, I think, to hold that thore is a battle of ‘ooraeies’ going on in the world now. 



504 Convocation addresses [siopto- 

Are all the democracies on one side and am all totalitarian stales on the opposite ? 
Is Russia a democracy ? Whas it not tilt tho other day in open alliance with 
France ? Are not international alliances based more on interest than on any other 
eonsidemtioD ? Poland has been under a dictatorship ail these years. And yet till 
the Czeoho-Slovakian incident, it was an ally of Franco. There may bo some troth 
in this battle of ‘ooraoios*, but is it tho wholo truth ? Is it not to tho interest of 
Franco, capitalistic and nationalistic, to be in alliance with Russia, communistic, 
nationalistic, in order to meot tho German menace ? Is there not further tho fallacy 
of thinking that ail tho suffering natious aro democracies and tho aggressive ones 
Don-democratic ? Is China a democracy ? Has it not been under the government of 
a party, the Kuomintang ? Are ail tho under-dogs democrats ? Some people appear 
to bo molind to think that every oppressed notion is a demooraoy and every oppressor, 
Don-democtnoy, as though democracies do not know how to oppress, though wo in 
India do not know that the British democracy oan bo oppressive. When we are told 
that our frontiers aro not now at tho Khyber Pass but in China, on tho Ebro, in 
Czeeho-Slovakia, and on tha Jordon and all sorts of outlandish places, I sometimes 
wonder whether, unknown to ourselves, our Capital has already been shifted to 
Moscow. (Loud laugher) 

Bnt thinking internationally is a method of politics which is indispensable. It will 
save us from ancientry, the archaic and the obsolete and unhistorica! approaches to 
problems. It will keep us modern, a task which is by no moans easy in India. 

As I have said, tho great task of India is tho bringing about of a synthesis be¬ 
tween tho ideal and the historical, between tho essentials of our racial cultures and 
tho requirements of a modern or n futurist Indian India, if tho past cannot givo 
us a common ground wo must oontrivo to secure a future that will. Furthermore, 
remedies which aro not perfectly good may not bo rejected if they are of some value 
here and now. Remedies aro or three types, palliativo, presontive and curative. While 
health and hygino should be our main pursuit, remedies may not bo ignored so loog 
as we are subject to ills. Amongst those acts of synthesis or of remedy, tho most 
important is (he Hindu-Muslim question. It in tho dearest wish and prayer of my 
heart that Mahalma Gandhi, tho slncercst ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity, will be 
able to bring about concord und union in the very near future so as to make a 
national state in India possibio. (Boar, hear). 

We are often told that wo must preserve onr culture. What then is tho relation 
between power and culture V It seems to mo that culture without power is like a 
lamp without oil. (Cheers). It will Haro up for a moment and die out. Dero is a 
quotation from a recent speech of Dr. Rabindranath 'i'ugoro who puts it with his 
usual power and point: 

“We cannot go on blindly following tho ndvico of the so-oalied friends of our 
country aud let them oxploit our resources for themselves. Wo need to keep pace 
with tho march of time und specially require industrial entetpriso and soiontilic 
culture. The days of courting poverty arid plague ia tho name of spiritualism have 
gone for ever am! wo must realise that, however great onr aiviltsalinn might be, it 
will crumble to dust unless we have adequate powyp to maintain it.” 

This ia the reason, namely, attainment of power, why I havo been Imploring the 
Congress to enter the Federation and guide the destinies of our country. The Congress 
Is in power in the majority of Indian Provinces, No Governor-General dare ignore the 
Congressmen in the Central legislature. I am perfectly oertain that no Federal Ministry 
wonh the name could bo formed without a predominant representation or nn adi'quata 
representation of Congressmen, I do sot know why my Congress frieods feel diflicult 
or do not accept (tin odds aticb as thuy aro, with sufficient Bulf-confidenoo and deter¬ 
mination. Their inlluerico will bo far greater than what may be represented by their 
numbers, because they are a power in the country, and a power in the Provinces, And 
they cannot be relegated to a position of insignificance in tha Central Government. It 
would be a day of pride and of deep gratification to me and glory to tho country—I 
say this in spile of differences— it accomplished gentlemen of the typo of Mr. C. 
Rajagopalaohariar—not (hat there are not equally capable men in oiber Provinces 
(Laughter and Cheers)—are enthroned in places from which they can shape the 
destinies not of a single province merely but tho entire country and givo our mother¬ 
land a bigger standing in the international world, irrespective of Party. I am sure 
the good wishes of all will be with the Congress, for they can secure the conquest of 
power from England, its transference from tho British into Indian hands, bettor 
probably than their political rivals in India, 
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Thera aro safeguards to tho present constitution. Bat thoso safeguards come Into 
operation when matters roach a crisis, whan tho patient Is, as it were, on his death 
bod. Bat Aristotle has laid down moro than 2,000 joars ago safeguards of a far mors 
fundamental charaotor, safegaards for all time and all constitutions. The Aristotelian 
safeguards aro a permanent hygiene of tho body, promoting daily health, daily vigour 
sod ensuring a long life. First, vigilance. The people and the members of a Party 
roust bo vigilant. They mast, within limits and subject to tho law of moderation, be 
frno to criticise the doings of their leaders, criticise with charity, fair-mindedly 
and with oonstruotivo purpose. Without vigllanoe, any party will degenerate. A party 
whloh resonts criticism is on tho high road to booomo a deadly superstition. Secondly, 
moderation in tho exeroise of power. That Is the spirit of constitutionalism which 
prevents perversions over-taking constitutions. Thirdly, consideration for tnose who 
hnvo boon displaced from power. This is the groat code of honour of European 
polities in goneral and of English politics in Particular, Yon nevor see a Prime 
Minister of England treat tho leaders of tho Opposition as anything but equals. 
Tito consideration, tho honour shown to them. Is one of tho faotors that has 
contributed to the charm and sweetness and harmony of English pnbllo life. Without 
such oonsidoration, there would develop a spirit of olvU war which will weaken the 
fcttato, both for purposes of internal good and safoty for oxternal attacks. These 
safeguards are not Intended merely as exorcises in sentimental philanthropy; they 
are to bo praeltsod for the sake of the healthy growth of political tradition and tho 
stability of constitutions. 

I would add just two more sentiments before I conclude. Let ns not bo narrow¬ 
minded in our political views and thoughts. Wo must not treat thoso who do not 
agree with us as though they aro Mtoehuhas, and while removing social nntouchabiiity 
iufliet politloal untouoliability. Lot us credit every ono of our people with patriotic 
motives and objects however much their policies and methods differ from those 
which wo consider tho true ones and tho right ones. As a matter of fact, did we 
uot tho other day go Into deep, sincere mourning over tho death of Kemal Pasha, 
the great Ata Turk, instinctively thereby rocogulslng that alt patriotic excellence has 
not been caste in ono mould or is made to flow la one direction, but that there aro 
othor typos aho that are patriotic, nationalistic, efficient, capable of raising fallen 
countries into a now vitality, without adopting either our special philosophies or a 
revivalistio tendency ? Certainly tho Ata Turk did not illustrate, preach or 

exemplify any of tho doctrines which are now so current in oar country and which 
have become mixed up with nationalism. Ho was a stern reformer, who ever looked 

forward and upward, novor backward, Thoro was no question with him of reviving 

ancient Turkish customs, which ho ruthlessly' abolished. Tho Arabio script was 
changed and the Roman substituted. In regard to that most difficult and delicate of 
atl problems, tho problem of the Purdah, he enforced the most revolutionary 
change. He put down the Moulvies and Mullas of Turkey and showed himself a 
person who was determined to Europeanise the country without ceasing to bo a Turk 
and tn order to savo the Turks from subjection to foreign powers. Japan also has 
booomo Europeanised in its material aspects while remaining true to Japan la soil 
and spirit. This Is a lesson whiuh I trust wilt not bo lost on my 

countrymen. 

None of us need go about, as though wo have established a monopoly of virtue 
for ourselves, dividing the people, so to speak, into castes and ontoastes, and refusing 
to extend the benefit of a charitable judgment to thoso who, In our view, are hetero¬ 
dox. Let us adtniro exoeiiooeo of every type and variety irrespective of party. What 
a snblimo sentiment it Is of Mayura, who in his Surya fcjataka, has described as the 
snblimest attribute of the Sun that his rays fail with equal grace and tenderness on 
tho hard, sharp, frowning peaks of mountains and oa the soft lotos buds, greeting him 
with a blushing smile in the morning I My dear Qurn, Mr, Gokbaie, used to say—Jet 
ns spiritualise our publio life ; and charity is the essence of spirituality. In judging of 
policies and political parties and persons, let us, after tho manner of the glorious life- 
giving, llfo-enbaDoing Sun, allow the beneQt of the best possible interpretation to rest 
on every action that we feel obliged to oritioise, and on alt persons and parties with 
whom we have differences, and thus achieve grace, beauty, harmony and united 
strength In our public life, for the sake of our country. 
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The Ostnania University Convocation 

The following is tho text of tho address delivered by Mr.G. ft. Reddy , Vice- 
Chancellor, Andhra University at tho annual Convocation of the Oamania University 
hold at Hyderabad in the year 134?—Falsi (1933) :— 

Hyderabad ooonplos a most Important place la tho cultural, tho social and the 
political history of India more especially In relation to tho Andhra people. Until 
tho Gakle fortune of history brought about the separation, the Csdod Districts and 
the Northern Ciroars were a part of this Dominion ; and If thoy had continued to be 
still a part, Hyderabad would have boon almost completely and at any rate in maje¬ 
stic predominance as Andhra State. Even today Telingana forms a major portion 
Of the Dominion and the Andhras tho majority of tho citizens owing devoted and 
loyal allegiance to His Exalted Highness, The sources of the Andhra History are 
now within your frontiors. Warangal was tho capital to Kakatiya dynasty and it 
was tho watershed from which throe streams of history have down, tho groat Empire 
of Yijianngar, the Roddy Kingdom of Koodlvadu and Rajahmnodry, ena tho Yelema 
Statos. In literary history Warangal remains Immortal as tho scene of tho great 
poet Pothanna'a translation of tho Bhagwat Parana, 

Hyderabad has justified its pride of premier position hy tho progress it has achieved. 
It Is not a mere Imitation of the British Raj or other Western models. It is a 
Swadeshi product—constitutional Khsddar If you like, woven by Indian hands, 
fashioned by Indian History and Indian genius, and shot with tho colours and glory 
of Hiodu-Muslttn co-operation and fraternity. It is a rnay product rooted in our 
soil and deriving its sustenance from that Hindu-Muslim Unity concoivod and promoted 
by Moghul Emperors, like Akbar tho Great. The history of Hyderabad is one 
In which Hindus and Muslims could take equal prido, Hindus have occupied very 
high places In tlio administration of tho Dominion, bo!h Civil and Military, The 
armioB that fought for its integrity wore largely composed of Hindus and more es¬ 
pecially, if I may bo permitted to say it, Andhras and Roddies. Hindu temples 
fiavo received full protection and patronage and It is general knowledge that some 
of tha Nizams paid devotion to Hmdu Sanyasig as to their own holy rooa. 

Tho Dominion oooupies the heart of India. It is from certain points of view the 
heart of India, something higher than a more geographical contro. It has evolved a 
now civilization, which might properly bo called Dakkaoi civilization, and in later years 
His Exalted Highness' Government have spent onormous amounts for tho preser¬ 
vation of tho glorious Buddhist vestigos and sovereign triumphs of art, which are 
the wonder of tho world,—Ajanta antt Ellora, rook-cut temples dooorated with tho 
most delicately drawn froscoes inside, tho rook-cutting typifying tho strength of 
giants and the engineering skill of supermen and tho frescoes tho infinite and deli¬ 
cate grace of the Divine feminine In human civilization. 

In fracing tho Hnoamoots of this Dakkan! civilization, symbolic of what the heart 
of India woufd have achfeved had it not Buffered arrest ana diversion, I may bo per¬ 
mitted to mention tho special affinities betweoa tho Muslims and tlio Andhras. 
Architecture and Art took a synthetic turn and even religion did not escape this 
process of this higher synthesis. Pothuiurl Yeerabrahmam, who caught the Islamic 
spirit of Monotheism and its social democracy, fiercely denounced caste amoog the 
Hindus—“What oaste shall I describe myself' as belonging to these worldly men 
and fools ? My casto is co-oxtenaivo with Universe. 1 ' Tho Mali at at Chandragiri 
situated about 40 miles from my native piaeo of Chittoor, rovoals tho lulluenco of 
Muhammadan architecture, I am told that tho corridor of Ibrahim ll’s tomb at 
Bijapur Is essentially Hindu in style, 

Addanki Gangadhara Ravi dedicated his Tapti Samvarana Upakynnam to Ibrahim 
Kutubshah of Oolconda and, iu his description of tho Court of Ibrahim, he refers 
not merely to tho ambassadors of the Gajupatbi and Narapathi Monarchs, but to tho 
Poets versed in tho eight languages and to tho Pandits who wore authorities in the 
Aedas, Sastras and Puranas, Ibrahim becomes in Tolugu Hulk Ibha Ram and he is 
described as being very fond of listening to tho Epics and Legends of Hindu India, 
It la of peculiar interest to note that tho first poom written in puro Tolugu, without 
any admuturc of Sanskrit or derivatives from Sanskrit, namely Yayati Chariira, 
is dedicated bv its author Ponniganti Tolganna to Amir Khan, au officer of Ibrahim 
Kutubshah, Alalia Roddy, tho famous poet and author of “Shad Chakravarthi 
Vharita, described himself as having visited the Court of Ibrahim Molk by iavita- 
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tlon, and io a hsudfliory vers# compares him to the inooo at which the dogs keep 
braying, moaning rival poets and kings, a vorso the spirit of which Is more com¬ 
mendable than iia poetry, 

Akkanna and Madanna aro famous names in Dakbant history. They were the 
Primo Minister and Commander-In-Chief respectively of Tana Shah, the last of Got- 
conda Sultans. Akkanoa’s throe nophows occupied responsible posts in the Goioonda 
State, Odd of them was GopaDna, tho Immortal Ramdas of Bbadrachellam fame. 
Even today visitors to Gotconda aro shown a particular room in the Fort as having 
been tho scono of tho imprisonment of Ramdas for having embezzled State moneys 
in order to beautify the tempio at Bhadracheilatn and decorate the holy images with 
costly jewellery. The legend has it that Roma and Likshtnana appeared before Tana 
Shah In the guise of tho messengers of Ramdas and paid him the moneys doe, and 
that Tobb Shah, realising afterwards the Divinities io human form that had appeared 
before him, blessed his good fortune and praised the Almighty in ecstatic joy for the 
great favour shown to him—an Instance of how closely Hindus and Muslims began 
to biend Into one spiritual shape. And Tana Shah's name has passed into the largo 
reeoptivo catalogue of Hiudu .veneration. 

To havo become In ovor Increasing measures tho confluence of Holy Sangana of 
Hindu Muslim civilization must servo as an inspiration for greater achievements in 
the future and I have no doubt that tho present policy of His Exalted Highness 
and his Government under tho Rt, Hon'bie Sir Akbar ITydarl is steadily and broad, 
mindedly marching towards that unity of the dis-severed Bou! of India which is our 
goal. 

It Is now. as I said before, almost exactly 30 years since I first visited Hyderabad 
as the goest of Mr. Hydari. Impressive as Hyderabad then was, it has beaten tbo 
most optimistic anticipations of progress by the achievement of the succeeding years. 
To day from every point of view, Hyderabad Is in tho van of substantial moral and 
material progress in India and may "bo regarded as ono of its Fiag-boarlng States. 
But ttio incioa<eng association of the people with tbo Government must bo pursued 
steadily and tho people also whatever thoir creed and mother-tongue, whether 
Andbras or Mabratlas or Muslims, should take a patriotic pride in the Dominion and 
sea to it that its integrity and historic personality are maintained and promoted. 
I would want the people of this Dominion bound io mutual love and in common 
loyalty to His Exalted Highness to promote tho economic prosperity and the ouitaral 
advancement of the State and to become, in finer measure than now, a voice in 
their own right, which will carry Its message of hope to Ail India and evoke echoes 
of admiration from tho world outside. 

The Dominion has a great mission to fulfil io justice to lie own history as well as 
the future of India. It is tho custodian of the Moghul tradition of Hradu-Muslim 
Unity and their partnership in the seoniar field of citizenship. The greatest 
safeguard of a constitution is not its form, but the identity of interests between the 
Rulers and tho Ruled and their devotion to the good of tho State and its progress 
and strength, for a progress which does not increase tho strength of the race is no 
progress but a disease leading to decay and degeneration. The mirror of Hyderabad 
must reflect tho light of Akbar the Great a!i over India, 

Already through tho Archaeological Department the Dominion has done sublime 
Bervice to ancient Art and Sculpture and has acquired an international status as a 
guardian of Indian ealturo. 

I expect Hyderabad to bo a firm promoter of University education In ail its 
Departments. It is to me as to ail Educationists a matter of the deepest gratification 
that tho Osmania University, which has struck an independent line of its own and 
had added a new note of Impressive grandeur to our system of University education 
has been a success, tn whioh not merely Hyderabad bnt the entire country 
could take legitimate pride. As an Andhra, 1 may be permitted to rejoice specially 
in the fact that its location bears a Telugn name “Anhika Metta” meaning the 
supremo height, whilst the capital of tho Dominion itself is in the Teliogaoa ; and we 
Andhras aro proud that we aro tho location for all the metropolitan activities of this 
great Dominica. 

The cbiof credit for the organisation of tho Osmania University on linos Of 
courageous originality belongs, if 1 may recall a historical fact within my personal 
knowledge, to my Right lion'bto friend Sir Akbar Hydari and I trust that it won't 
he regarded as a sign of vanity and that most incurable of ail vanities—senile 
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vanity—If I recall how I was consulted by Mr, Hydari as ha then was, frequently 
during the Inception of the schema and more especially in regard to mating Urdu 
the medium of instruction, which I strongly supported, J remember the pride that 
Mr. Hydari took in tho Translation Department whioh he instituted and tbo way bo 
used to draw my attention to the various publications, nod how I on my part 
felt that whatever was possible in Urdu today would bo equally possible in 
Hindi, Telugu and overy other Indian language tho very next day and that therefore 
the Osmanln University was making no local but an All-India contribution of the 
highest and most fundamental valuo to our oulturo. I have no doubt that this 
Originality of outlook, breathing faith and confidcnoo la tbo futuro of Indian languages 
and culture, will actuate and Is aotuating the various departments organised hero and 
that research and creative activities will In eoasequenoo find memorable illustration. 

The way In which this University Is fostered by His Exalted Highness and tho 
Government should be an object lesson to ovory person and to overy Government 
ia India. 

Thors is one point which I have for years felt to bo one of tho dofeots of Indian 
administration In general. Women's progress and women's needs have not received 
tho attention due. Their education, general as well as special, such as Domestic 
Sciences and Arts, the oxteosivo organization of separata hospitals for women and 
children and a widespread system of Women’s Toohoicn! Schools for teaching, child— 
welfare and bygione, firsl-aid, values of foods, seiontiflo cooking, dress making, laundry, 
muslo and painting; and in the higher ooilogiate grades of education, goioneos and 
application of Soionoes required to make tho homo efficient, alt those must bo orga¬ 
nised ; and I would oven recommend the organization of a special department for 
those purposes. Unless for a half oentury at least suoh a departmont is organized 
to funotion, the necessary motives and pressure for providing funds and promoting 
tboRO measures will not bo forthcoming. 

In prido nod fullness of heart as an Educationist I beg to congratulate the 
Sovereign, the Government and tho Dominion on tho success achieved by tho 
Osmanla University. Tho band of young, aceompitshod and enthusiastic teachers 
composing tho different faculties aro a team which the greatest Educationists in 
India would bo proud to captain. Tho researches accomplished and going on and 
tiro investigations in tho theoretical and applied fluids of Soionoo inoluditig Zoology, 
Physics, Ohosaistry and Civil Engineering and History aueur not merely an All- 
India but an international futuro for the Oamania. To bo the first to recognise an 
Indian language as s fit medium for University culture and to have made tho Uni¬ 
versity founded on that principle a oentro of modern research, those are tho accom¬ 
plishments for which India must bo eternally grateful to the Dominion. 

It Is a matter for prefund national gratification that tbo grand buildings of tho 
Osmania University—tho grandest college buildings known to India and memorable 
triumphs of Indian srohitooture—aro designed with Akbarosque imagination in a 
Hindn-Muslira stylo, boing an original and impressive combination of tho Saracenic 
and tbs Ajanta models. They aro a visual demonstration of what could bo achieved 
by a happy blend of tho two civilizations. 

I seem to bo carrying coals to Newcastle. Yesterday at a lunch T suggested that 
Hyderabad Hhould do pioneer work in another field by establishing a domestic 
Beionco College of University grade teaching unto B. So,, (Honours) and tha 
M.Se. standards. I was informod by Miss Popo and the Vice-Chancellor that they 
had already a fully drawn up scheme which has boon approved by the Faculty. If 
this College on really uptodato lines is established, it will bo a big institution, most 
useful and also of scientific and ouitural vaino and tho only one of its kind in 
India. 

Ancient books deserve no less attention than ancient monuments. In 1027 I 
organised an expedition of Pandits for collection of Toltigu manuscripts in the 
Dominion and within a short time they brought back over COO Palmirah-loaf books, 
w hereas in the case of an ancient monument poopio havo to go to the locality 
where it is situated to enjoy tho sight, tbo books can go whero the peoplo are and 
their reach is larger and more facile. I am happy to bo abio to say that Government 
Mthia kin/ bought ot and aro considering measures for organizing publications 

Tho Translation Bureau of tho Oflmania University has already developed into a 
general publications department. Your Pro-Vice-chancellor is fully alive to the need 
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of bringing out original treatises embodying the lectures delivered and the researches 
oonduoted. In a few years there will be books impregnated with the personality of 
the Faculty Members, riuh in literary qualities and more attractive to the general 
mad or ana the regular students than translations however good can ever be. Then will 
Urdu roach the fruition of its potentialities as a medium of modern education and 
in reaching that status enable all the sister languages of India, by example and 
helping hand, to reach equal heights of value and importance. 

There are certain fields of modern scfentifio research—pure and applied—which 
are in my opinion possible only for the Oemania University to organize in view of 
the heavy Gnanoes involved. Only the generous and enlightened Government of 
His Exalted Highness can find the moneys required and that moral enthusiasm. For 
instance, a laboratory for Atomio Physics. If such institutes are established the 
Osmania University will oven now and immediately becomo an All-India attraction to 
researchers In science and applied science, the Nalauda of modern scientific culture. 
When wo releaso how disoovories in Agriculture and applied Chemistry have 
redounded to tho fabulous prosperity of Western countries and how the field of 
developments in this direction is by no moans exhausted and nature still calls for 
exploitation tho contribution that the Dominion can make to tho cultural standing 
and the matorial progress of the oountry appears to ho boundless in 
its magnitude. 

1 would like to say one word before passing on to address the graduates more 
directly. It is not enough that the Dominion should cast an eye of kindly favour, 
love and benevolence of the Andhra University. Even unions of hearts and the 

f raco of love has to be institutionalised in marriage as otherwise it would work 
avoo on society. So also the present gracious contaot between His Exalted Highness* 
Dominion and the Andhra Dosa wiii have to be given an institutional form in the 
cultural field—the one field where no oontentions are possible and in which harmony 
and identity of interests so naturally prevail. How that may bo achieved is a 
problem to be solved; but I do not despair of a solution. We must re-unite the 
broken threads of history and restore unity of spirit. To mention a possible instance, 
if in the matter of Sanskrit and Telugu publications to be brought out by the Dominion 
Government the agency of tho Andhra ts invoked, It will be readily accepted as a 
duty and honour. 

Graduates and students, I heartily congratulate yon on tho degrees you have 
obtained, which mark, I believe, a high standard of real and practical knowledge, for 
which you ought to fool deeply devoted to the munificent patronage of His Exalted 
Highness. I hope going through a college and graduating will not fill yon with an 
undue sense of self-importanoo, Reverence to your elders is a quality which you 
caunot dispense with so easily or so soon in your careers. As an English writer of 
great power has put it, “remember thou art a chicken just batched with a shell 
still on tby head.” the shell I suppose being represented by the Academic cap. 
Life's sterner trials are ahead of you and they cannot be faced without a serious 
course of apprenticeship in the schools of experience and under persons of ripe 
wisdom. Even politics to be an useful pursuit cannot dispense with the neoessity of 
apprenticeship. Alexander the Great is credited with the saying “for my physical 
life I am indebted to my father but for my spiritual to my teacher.” I wonder if 
that sense of reverence for tho teacher is as strong to-day as it should be and 
as it has been traditionally amongst us. "It is not enough that you have pone 
through a college” as Mr. Chapin put it. It is more to the purpose “if a college 
bas been through you" i. e. if you have acquired not merely knowledge but the 
disciplined faculties by which new discoveries and inventions are made and new 
situations are adequately faced. Enthusiasm which cannot survive the impact of 
facts and the test of realities is mere froth which betrays shallowness of the souk 
You must have heard of the strike fever, which seems to have seized some of the 
students in British India. I trust guidance by teacherB and parents will not suffer 
impairment in this Dominion as it has to some extent iu the provinces 
outside. A sense of modesty is more often a truer sign of profundity than 
assertiveness and dogmatism. Socrates was called wise because he claimed that 
he was ooly a iover of wisdom and not its possessor like tho Sophists. Owing to 
this very modest manner iu which he rated his own deep knowledge and wisdom, 
he has been elevated to the throne of Philosopbv. Nor like the Athenians be vola¬ 
tile and lovers of change for its own sake. Those who grow from within, as a 
result of their felt needs and experiences and struggles, change more slowly than 
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Imitators of foreign fashions and tho latest developments of Europe. A love of 
novelties and hollow echoing of other peoplo's latest revolutions In the economic or 
political field, ignoring tho fact that these revolutions aro tho products of thoir 
history and their conditions, does not bespeak & suro aptitude tor real enduring 
progress or its safe foundation. 

The felt presence of the Eternal is the most sustaining power for righteous con¬ 
duct. It is not necessary to have recourse to supernatural arguments to proro that 
such a felt presence is a positive fact of life. 

The great Philosopher Spinoza taught us to conceive things Sub-species eterna- 
tatia . lie was a Pantheist like tho Adwaitecs of the Hindu fold and the Sufis of 
Muslim. Whether this Eternal is ao objective fact nr not, a lit Ho reflection will 
show that it is an almost permanent subjective feeling, a form of perception, aa tho 
Philosopher Kant would bavo put it, and therefore, at nay rale, a fact for us. 

I may illustrate Ibis truth in this way ; two persons fnll in love with each other 
and each imagines, nay more than imagines, feels deeply to the inmost core of his 
or her being that the other would remain for ever and ever the same attractive, 
charming and obliging person—n beauty that will be a joy for ever. Of course alt 
married people know that this is not in reality tho case, that change overtakes 
sooner or later, generally much sooner than imagined, and not always for the better. 
And yet at the time of falling in love, this idea of possible change, though intellec¬ 
tually it may bo perceived ns a fact or rather a possibility, is oot aud cannot be 
felt as a reality, but the feeling and tho entire soul's renction at tho time and for 
the timo being proceeds on tho basis of eternal youth and beauty. Waves echo the 
ocean ; moments reflect eternity. 

It has been well snid that man proceeds to acquire wealth ns though he will 
never know old ags aud death. ThiB illusion of Eternity, granting that is not an 
objective fact, is a very powerful and abiding factor in our life. 1 wonder if it is an 
intimation of immortality, akin to those famous and profound intimations, of which 
Wordsworth sang in one of tho eubllmcst of English Odes and in the moving little 

E icce so touching in its pathos and simplicity “We aro Bcven." It seems to me that 
ere is a positive approach based on felt experience, felt not merely by isolated 
individuals but by widest commonality, to ideas of God and Immortality. The cul¬ 
tivation of this sense of God end Immortality is the highest inspiration that human 
nature is capable of and tho firmest support in all its trials nnd tribulations. May 
this sense be an abiding nnd growing regulation of your lives, and may you all 
conduct yourselves and act as immortals in the bands of the Almighty. 


The Benares University Convocation 

In the courRO of his address delivered at the annual Convocation of the Benares 
Hindu University held at Benares oa 17th December 1938, Sir Sarvapalli 
Hadbakrishnatt said j— 

“If Britain fails to develop in timo a strong*' and setf-governing India, she 
cannot escape the destruction which has overcome empires as proud aud seemingly 
as firmly rooted as her own”. 

“Great Britain", ho Baid, ‘'can work for a liberal and demoeratio civilisation by 
transferring her empire into a commonwealth of free nnlionB and that will be her 
greatest contribution to a better world order. It is difficult to understand her foreign 
policy or her Indian policy. It is unimaginable how Great Britain and France could 
view with Indifference if not sympathy, tho consolidation of tho dictatorships. One 
explanation is that class feeling has prevailed over patriotism among the Governing 
classes of Britain. Another is that lhe British people have lost their ambition and 
their ingrained sense of being tho greatest power in the world and bo have yielded 
to other powers and themselves BUll'ered a loss of strength and prestige. 

“in a disordered world wo seem to occupy a sheltered position and enjoy in 
some measure the amenities of civilised life. In tho British Empire our position is 
a junior and subordinate one. So far as out defences go, we aro in a helpless 
condition. Even now a great safety of our country is growing up in tho Far East 
and its tremora are felt in Biam nod Burma. Germany is striving to extend her 
tiiliuence through Asia Minor, Iraq, Iran end Afghanistan to the frontiers of India. 
lo_thc dangerous condition of the world, where three great powers are acting in 



511 


-1938 ] TIIE OSMAKIA UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 

concert, ndnpting the doctrine of force ns the inspiration of their policies, Britain 
must reaffirm her faith in freedom and democracy, not by words bot by deed* and 
weld together tho different dominions into a unity on the basis of devotion to these 
ideals. Self-interest, international dceoncy and justice demand the establishment of 
self-government in India. Tho most urgent problem is to work out a federation 
not on the lines of tho Government of India Act but on lines which will foster any 
further internal unity among tho different communities and between provinces and 
states, 

Whoo I was a student nearly thirty years ago, wo had a great faith in the ideals 
of soienco and education, democracy and peace. With tho growth of science wo 
thought pain would bo conquered ; with the spread of education and enlightenment, 
wo imagined that we would banish ignorance and superstition: with tho extension 
of democratic) institutions wo hoped that wo would remove alt injustice and move 
towards an earthly paradise : with tho increase of humanitarian sentiments we thought 
wars would be abolished. Wo believed that wo could use intelligence in our dealings 
with physical environment, our social institutions and our inmost solves : we assured 
that it was all a question of technology or engineering like control of floods or im¬ 
provement of communications. Science has increased in its range and scope, education 
has spread widely but we are not so snro to-day that life is richer or the future 
brighter. 

“Tho failure of these intellectual devices to improve our social relations has brought 
disappointment to the human soul. Wo find that the creation of ideal human relations 
is a different problem from tho mastery of nature. The problem of living has become 
much more complicated and tho mood m which we have to face it is not that of the 
self-complacent intellectual. If maukiod finds itself in a mass, if things which should 
contribute to humanity's wealth have beeomo an occasion for failing, it is because 
our conceptions of life aro superficial. Human nature i9 not a matter of surfaces but 
of strata, of external experiences, of reflective consciousness, of moral and aesthetic 
apprehension of religious insight Every stratum has its own life. We have diseases 
of the body as well as of mind, ft cold and catarrh are illnesses of physical nature, 
if error, prejudice and falsehood aro defects of our mind, lust, anger and jealousy aro 
deformations of our heart. However much we may progress in the conquest of natural 
forces or in tho cootrol of social injustices, a very important part of tfia human 
problem will consist in the disciplining of our wayward desires and the 
achievement of an attitude of poise towards tho inevitable limitations of 
finite existence. 

“You will bo able to cope with the new problems, if yon have caught a little of 
the spirit of this plaeo. The true significance of a city or a errantry as of a person 
lies not in its face but in its spirit, not in ita geography bat in its history. Here, 
in this city you feel the unseen presence of sages aud saints who rose from time to 
eternity, and fashioned the destiny of a race. When yonr Vice Chancellor started 
the idea of a Hindu University, there were many who thought that he was entering 
into controversial regions and it would be difficult to give the students the essentials 
of the Hindu faith ib a non-sectarian manner. The difficulty of Hinduism, as of 
Other religions, has been the emphasis on the insignificant. We quarrel about the 
casual interpretations, forms and ceremonies instead of insisting on the unifying 
devotion to the permanent truths. The essence of Hinduism is a living faith in 
spirit and man's capacity to assimilate it. Kites, forma, ceremonies, institutions and 
programme are subordinate to this end. The central fact of religion is the felt 
existence within us of an abounding inner life which transcends consciousness, a 
secret spirit which haunts unlike a ghost or a dream. We feel certain powera 
moving within us, we know not what, wo know not why. These vague intuitions, 
these faint dreams are far cries of the universal dwellings in us and tho function 
of religion is to make our souls sensitive to tho universal. In man alone doe9 the 
universal come to consciousness. He alone is aware that there is a universe, that it 
has a history and may have n destiny. He feels most fiercely the adventure of 
awareness, the possibility of doom or deliverance. Religion appeals to the inward 
man, a stranger who has no traffic with this world. It is the core and centre of his 
being in which ho strives to set himself in direct relations to the All. To develop 
the spiritual dimension we may have to withdraw our souls from the flux of 
existence, endure an agony of experience or travel barren and stony wastes of despair. 
When once this recognition atises pride, prejudice and privilege fall away and a new 
humility is boro io the soul. 
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“The uninterrupted continuity of Iliodu civilisation bears witness to its vitality. 
The vitality of a living organism is to bo Measured by its power to carry off the 
waste matter which would prevent its pewer functioning. When it fails to do this, 
it ceases to be creative. It is really dead, only a corpse. The most urgent question 
for Hindu Society to-day is whethor it has life enough io it to overcome the 
obstructions within its two organism. If we try to embalm the present social struc¬ 
ture, if we strive to defend the separatist tendencies of enste and the disabilities of 
the Untouchables, we will be disloyal to the spirit of Hinduism. We canot defend 
an unjust order of things and praise God. Faith in the one supreme means that 
we, His otf-spring. are of one body, of one flesh—the Brahmin and the Harijan. the 
black, the yellow and the white whose prayers go upto one God under different 
names. It is our owo flesb that is torn when the shell explodes, that is pierced by 
the thirsting bayonet, Tho dignity of the individual who is the lamp of spirit 
become the paramount consideration, if society is to survive. I have no doubt that 
when the world gets together and when a creative commonwealth is projected, India 
would be called upon to supply so indispensable part of its design for living. 

“Men, as we find them, however, aro artificial products. Wo are made one way 
and society remakes us in another way. Our relationship with fellow-beings have 
become unnatural and artificial. Wo are rondo to feel, uot that wo are human but 
that we are Hindu or Muslim, French or Oermao, Jew or Gentle. Our barbarous 
laws and institutions seduce us from our natural toolings of sympathy and fellowship. 
Fear, suspicion and resentment arise and war* which become each year more des¬ 
tructive are waged for tbo glory of tho national abstractions of raco and nation, 
class and creed. Tho world cannot permanently organise its life In an unjust and 
unnatural way without reaping chaos and conflict. Tho root cause of our present 
trouble is an independent worid worked on a particularist basis. If moral principles 
are set at naught, if ws aro uot faithful to tho instinct of tho common mao, nemesis 
will overtake us. 

“The world has seen a number of civilisations on which tho dust of ages has 
settled. The jungle has conquered their great centres and jackals howl there is the 
moonlight. The spade of tho Archaeologist uncovers for us dead cities that wo may 
behold in them our pride aud our abomc. Wo aro assured that whatever may be tho 
changes and developments, tho solid structure of Western civilisation was itself en¬ 
during and permanent, but wo now seo bow apallingty Insecure it is. Tho menace 
of war has been a writing on the wall. The present world situation is a spiritual 
challenge. We must either accept it or perish. It is not safe to bo immortal. Evil 
systems inevitably destroy themselves by their own greed and egotism. Against the 
rock of moral law, earth a conquerers and exploiters hurl themselves eventually to 
their own destructions. Wbilo yet tboro la time, there is not much left, we must 
take steps to prevent tho helpless rush of mau to his doom. 

•‘Democracy does not moan a dead love! In oharaoter and contribution, ability and 
insight. It is an equality of opportunity in matters of food, health and education. It 
implies economic justice if wo aro content with anything Icsb ; democracy Is a mockery. 
Economic justice involves a reshaping of tho economic order, Capitalism Is criticised 
from different points of view but hero I may just Indicate how It affects a democratio 
policy of life. By permitting a staggering degree of inequality with Its inevitable 
consequences of poverty ank lack of opportunity for masses of men, women and 
children it produces social disturbance. This inequality la morally dangerous. It 
encourages the privileged sections of socioty to live In waste and luxury with an 
utterly false eonse of values In a oallous disregard of what superior privilege means 
to the victims of tho process which accords to thorn the privileges. 

“The religious tradition of lodia justifies damooracy and if she has not been 
faithful to this principle she has paid for it by bar suffering and subjection. Spirit is 
never more persuasive than when it suffers silently beneath the heel of oppression. 
Democraoy Is an achievement forged in the Arcs whiob make a nation's sou). When 
I speak of democracy, I am referring not so much to parliamentary Institutions as to 
tho dignity of man, tho recognition of the fundamental right of all men to develop 
the possibilities in them. The common maa Ib not common. Ho Is precloaa, has In 
him the power to assert his nature against the iron web of aeoessity, Io tear his 
texture, to trample him in blood and filth Is aa unspeakable crime. 

“The freedom of expression is the only way by which we can let truth work oa 
the minds o! men. If wo repress freedom of speech wo make troth subservient to 

the interests of the powerful group. The Increasing regimentation of mind and the 
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propaganda by which wo hopo tho people with {also dows and keep them 
ignorant of (ho facts oven in so-called demoarstio countries show how parasi¬ 
tical groups govorn la thorn. A free press is an essential elements of a froo country, 
but It must bo a rospoosiblo press. A corrupt press will poison springs 
of social life. 

“A now generation Is growing up with a new awareness of tho oneness of 
humanity. It understands that peace is a positive achievement, oaillng for high enter¬ 
prise. It is awaro that world poaoe demands world justice and tho obstaolss to It 
aro In the hearts of men which havo been corrupted in tholr prides and jealousies, 
in tlioir attaohmoot to oomforts and possessions at other people's expense. National 
ambitions and raoial passions blind us to real ends and long views. Unless wo re¬ 
move the sources of injustice and fear, wo oannot make the world safe for peace. 
The history of man has boon a continual struggle between the Ideal of a moral com¬ 
munity and the immoral forces of greed, stupidity and violence, individual and 
corporate. Wo must rofino the spirit of patriotism so as to make it a pathway from 
mao to mankind. A world conference to examine territorial grievances, control of 
raw materials and possibilities of collateral disarmament and establish the freedom of all 
nations, small or great, woak or strong, may bo summoned and If tho powerful 
nations approach the task in a ohastooed spirit and in the faith that nations like indi¬ 
viduals aro groat not by what they acquire but by what they resign, wo may get 
near our goal.” 


The Punjab University Convocation 

Tho following Is the address delivered by Sir Maurice Owycr, Chief Justice of 
India at the annual Convocation of tho University of tho Punjab hold at Labors on 
tho 22nd, December 1938 :— 

I propose to tako for my snbjoot this morning a comparison betweon the two 
systems of government whiuti huve come to bo known as democracy and totalitaria¬ 
nism. I make no apology for doing so, for I am not going to talk polities. All the 
Stales of tho world, willingly or unwillingly, are having to group themselves under 
one banner or the other ; and I would ask you to consider for a few minutes with 
mo this morning what is tho essontial difference between the democratic and tha 
totalitarian State. I will try to examine the question In as impartial aad unprejudiced 
a manner as i can ; for it is not only ooo for tho political philosophers, for those 
sciootilie Inquirers who seek to define and classify the constitutions of States ; ft 
has become a question which is going to touch Intimately the lives of all of us and 
on which we shall ail have to make up our minds, whether we wish to do so or cot. 
I am anxious to avoid political controversy, and In anything that 1 say I must not 
bo taken as implying any criticism of other countries, who aro entitled to prefer 
their own forms of government. I do not however conceal where my own allegiance 
lies, acd those who believe in ono of theso two systems of government and roject 
the other aro also entitled to testify to the faith that is in them ; aud indeed a faith 
which a man is ashamed to proclaim openly is scarcely one worth having. 

It is a commonplaco that wo aro the unfortunatu and alarmed spectators. Those 
who, liko myself, begin to seo the threshold of age not so very distant from them, 
cannot but contrast with amazomout tho Just fifteen years with the earlier and longer 
portion of their life. It is not easy, casting the mind back to a period oven as late 
as 1933, to recall to-day the political scene of that time. Then democracy aud 

democratic ideas were still in fashion. The War had been fought, and, whatever 
people may say at tho present time, had been fought with tho sincere and passionate 
belief that it was to make the world safe for demooracy. The worst 
part of tho past-War economic crisis was over, aod tho world seemed about 

to enter upon a stable and reasonable prosperity in which the typioal polifioai 
unit was the democratic State, I do not deny that there was a critical 

attitoda towards representative institutions in many countries, but it Is not 
unfair to say that these oriticisros wore directed rather against tho working 
of the institutions than against tho institutions themselves. For demooracy 

was still regarded as the normal object of constitutional development. Tho 
.Russian Government, it is true, disclaimed any sympathy with democratic ideas 

C5 
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!n tho liberal sense; but Russia, whether by roaseo ol its geographical position or 
tho peculiar temporaraont of its people, had always stood on tho edge of the 
European orbit, in 1023 tho Fascist revolution In Italy was not a year old and was 
probably regarded by most people as a temporary aberration on tho part of a 
country winch had always shown a remarkable partiality for the conceptions of 
government favoured by tho Western demooracios. The general eooiidonoo felt in tho 
political future o( Europo ia wall shown by an article written in tho 11)2(5 edition of 
the Encyclopedia Dritannioa by an omtnent Professor of Political Theory and 
Institutions, who speaking of tho years 1910-20, used theso words:—“'finis this 
period has brought forth important developments in international, federal, national and 
local governments. It will stand out also as one In which tho nations have boon 
coining noaror to ono another Id constitutional thought and in forms of 
governments. 

To-day bow different is tho Scene I There has boon a profound revolution in 
political thought throughout Europe and tho course of that revolution is perhaps not 
yet run. Everywhere tho domocratio Idea is scon to bo on tho defensive; and not 
only its existence but its philosophical basis, which to most of us had almost 
acquired tho sanctity of a theological dogma, la challenged and flouted, U is true 
that tho language and phrases of demoorauy oro sliil current, and It would almost 
seem as though tho modern diotator thought it worth while to attempt to persuade 
tho world that his new-fnnglod system represented a more vital typo of domoerauy 
than that which the old*fashioned liberalism had so signally failed to keep alive. We 
still Dnd elections and representative assemblies in tho totalitarian Status which are 
declared to bo far mere representative of the popular will than any democracy could 
be ; and though for obvious reasons it is impossible to tost tho truth of tho assertion, 
St may nevertheless bo true that it was tho machinery of representative government 
Itself wbioh brought tho totalitarian gtnto into existence. Put it was never more 
necessary than to-day to took more closely at tho facts for tho purpose of 
discovering the substance which lies baliind tho outward forms of government, 
it was only a little time ago that ono totalitarian Htato introduced, amid much 
popular rejoicing and with a great deal of what in oltior branches of lifo is known 
as publicity, an ultra democratic constitution ; but there was a notable decrease of 
enthusiasm when It was discovered that only approved mombers of tho party in 
powor were permitted to offer thomsalvoa os candidates at the first elections to the 
sow reprosontativo assemblies. 

It Is not then so much tho forms of government which bavo changed os tho 
spirit in which government ia now carried on and regret it ns wa may it is scarcely 
an exaggeration to assort that tho typical form ol government in Europe has been mo 
the totalitarian Statu. This form of government is solf-eonlidunt, aggressive, and 
menacing; aud at tho present moment tho clash between tho democracies and 
totalitarianism is tho main iirc-oeoupation of international politics. The iramedtato 
consequences of this clash of ideologies, to use tho current toim, are manifest enough; 
bat its potentiality for ovii ia greater still, 'i’lloro wore in Europo before tho 
War both democracies and military empires bub tint did not prevent tho 
oiistonco of a distinctively European civilization, in which ell the Statos in Europe 
felt they had a share. Tho general tendency too was toward* reprosontativo institu¬ 
tions, and lip-service was always done to tho principle of democracy, however much 
tho military empires might diverge from it in practice. To-day no one would have 
the hardihood to assert that there is still a single and indivisible European civilization. 
The linos of cleavage are too wide and too deep ; and it has become less and less 
probable that tho two systems can ooatinuo to co-exist in tho same continent. In 
theory perhaps there ia no reason why this should bo so ; but the principles which 
i" 8 talitariaa States profess and tho policy which they follow make it inevitable 
that their economy should bo on a war footing. I do not at ail mean by this that 
tholr one and only purpose is war, but that their political system is such that 
** ca , 1 } bo carried on and made effective if the nation as a whole Is organized as it 
would be organised in time of war. A momont's reflection wilt show that this must 
bo the oaao ; for In no other way could a State roguiate in such detail tho social aud 
economic life of its citizens, in no other way could It prevent the iolsitration 
‘® foreign Ideas possibly hostile to tho regime, and in no other way could it mould 
and determine public opinion. And It ia here that great danger lies; for a State 
organization whenever a conflict between itself and another nation less well-equipped 
and prepared becomes acute. Ordinarily tho passage of a nation from peace to war 
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will not bo accomplished without a profocnd convulsion; bnl in the case of a nation 
constantly organized as though for war, tha passage from one stage to the other may 
bo almost imperceptible. 

What then is the essentia! difference between the democratlo and totalitarian 
State V A statesman, a politician, a constitutional lower, a man of affairs would per¬ 
haps each give a different answer to this question aod each answer wonld no doubt 
have in It an elemont of truth. To enumerate all the differences between them would 
Involve mo In a discussion which would extend far beyond my limits of time this 
morning; but if wo look behind the outward form and try to penetrate to the heart 
of the matter, I think that we shall Qnd certain points which can be regarded as Of 
primary importance. 

Tho first is the existence in the detnoora tic State of tho rule of taw. Tho second 
is tho right in that Slate to held and to express one's own opinions and beliefs. And 
tho third is this that a democratic system of government in one of which is 
the personality of the individual mao and woman, whereas tho other 

system is based upon tho conception of a State as an organization 
apart from and superior to the individual men aod women who compose It, demanding 
from them complete and uncomplaining subjection, asserting ail rights and conceding 
none. Let mo say a few words about each of theso. 

Tho basis of all democratic government, the true guarantee of the safety and 
happiness of the individual citizen, tbo greatest safeguard against tyranny and 
tyrants, is the rule of taw. Now the rule of law means in the first instance a state 
of things in which all man nro equal before the taw, bo that none can claim 
from a judge any rights or privileges other than those which the taw gives 
him and cannot" point to rank or wealth or privilege as entitling him 

to something which cannot equally be claimed by his !el!ow-oitizeos. But it means 
a good deal more ns well. It means that cases are judged and deoided according to a 
fixed and defined taw and not according to the whim or fancy of the individual 
judge. Thero are many lawyers present here today, and they know only too well that 
tha existence of tho rule of taw does not, and cannot, mate the law always a certain 
thing. Tho reason for that is the immense complexity of human affairs, so that It 
is not always easy to know what Iho particular legal principle is which has to be 
applied in order to arrive at tho cerreot solution of a dispute. But that does not 
mean that tho legal principle itself is in any doubt ; it Is the application of the 
principle which causes tho difficulty ; and that is why in all civilized States the 
legal piofession is a necessary part" of the machinery of the State and has almost 
as important a share in the administration of justice as the judges themselves. We 
may regrot that this attempt to seonre a more perfect justice has made tha 
attainment of justice more expensive than it ought to bo. But let me quote here 
a passage which occurs at the end of Gibbon's famous chapter on the history and 
principles of tho Homan law, “The experience of an abuse from which our own 
age aud country nro not perfectly exempt may sometimes provoke a generous 
indignation, and extort tho hasty wish of exchanging our elaborate jurisprudence 
for the simple and summary decrees of a Turkish cadhL Our calmer reflection will 
suggest that such forms and delays ore necessary to guard tho person and property 
of tho citizen, that the discretion of tho judge is the first engine of tyranny, and 
that the laws of a free people should foresee and determine any question which may 
probably arise in the exercise of power and the transaction of industry. 

I invite your attention to that pregnant phrase : “the discretion of the judge is 
the first engine of tyranny" that is to say, a tyrant cannot afford to allow all cases 
without exception to be decided according to fixed principles of taw ; there comes a 
point when the judge must bo allowed a free hand. And It is a necessary corollary 
that the judge must be a man in sympathy with tire Government, because no totali¬ 
tarian Stale can admit tho possibility of any State official who differs from the 
declared policy of <ho State, much less one who criticizes it. The judge must there¬ 
fore reflect the policy of his masters. I have even read a speech of a Minister of 
Justice in one of the States in which it was said to be the duty of every judge to 
decide the oasea coming before him as he knew the dictator wonld wish to have 
them decided. There is no room here for the rule of law. Where the judge is in 
doubt, he must decide ; as ho know. The Government would wish him to decide ; and 
if he is trying an opponent or a critic of tho Government, what security has the 
latter that ho wifi have a fair trial V 
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Bot, you will say, supposing the judge is completely independent and bonnd by 
the rule of law, must not his administration of a harsh or erne! code for that very 
reason bo itself cruel ? Aod, if so, may not your just nurl inflexible judge become 
himself almost an engine of tyranny ? That is a criticism which requires to be 
answered, but I think that tho answer Is plain. An independent and indcpenJeut- 
mindod judge cannot Indefinitely continue to administer unjust law without becoming 
critical of them ; and if they appear to him unjust in the sense that they shock his 
conscience, bo wilt find ways of mitigating them. So in England at the beginning 
of tho last century, when it was a capital offence to steal property over the value 
of 40 shillings, jurymen whoso oousoioaces were offended by the law did not shrink 
from returning a verdict that tho property stolen, whatever its roil valuo might be, 
was worth not more than 30 shillings, la this way the Independent judge, however 
oruot and harsh tho laws may bo which ho has to administer, does ultimately 
become the focus of criticism and reform; and the ritio of law, if 
it Is given froo play, will always In tho last resort defeat a dictator. 
And It Is for that very reason that no totalitarian country can at tho present time 
afford to allow tho rufo of law to exist In tho State. 1 do not for a moment mean 
to Bay that there are no upright judges in those oountrios, able and willing to decide 
all ordinary cases with tho strictest regard for law and justice ; L am roferring 

rather to oases whioh have what I may oall a political flavour • and I do not need 

to say that those are the oases which may most nearly affect the jives and fortunes 
of oitizeos who become Involved in them. 

Thus you sec tho Importance of maintaining and strengthening tho rule of law. 
Do not believe those who say that it iB a hindrance to progress and who aro anxious 
to take a short out to tho millennium. Where popular liberties aro concerned, a 
short cut will bo found ovary time to be the longest and most dangerous way round. 

Tho second thing is the right to hold to express one's privnto opinions and 

beliefs. In some ways this is bound up with tho ruto of law. For hero again Iha 

totalitarian State cannot, if it is to survive, allow tho public expression of any 
opinion contrary to that bold by fhoso for tho time being in control of tho machinery of 
government. They must present to tho outside world a singto front whioh they can 
claim to represent fho opinion of tho wholo country. Think lor a moment bow far a 
policy of this kind must load you. If fhoro is to be only ono opinion expressed, every 
source of a possible contrary opinion must bo rigidly controlled. Ono doctrine must ho 
taught in tho schools and in tho Universities. The press must speak with ono voice 
only ; and for those who seek to criticize in private, there must bo the prison or tho 
concentration camp, fn no other way can tho regime survivo. That is on tho 
negative side ; bat the positive side is no loss draslio. It necessitates a complete 
control of the young at tho most impressionable ages in their lives and it embraces 
oil tho malignant arid ignoble arts of the propagandist whoso busiuoss it iB to compel 
the people at largo to believe that which Use Government insists that they shall 
believe, to feed them with coloured and distorted nows, and to dress up truth herself 
in tho trappings of a harlot. 

It is strange that governments aro to bo so orpressivo of the popular will, should 
find it necessary to prevent thoir people, so far as possible, from coming into contact 
with public opinion elsewhere. But is there not hero a lesson for all democratic 
Stales ? For a democracy ought at all times to have the courage to hear tho truth 
just as a democratic leader ought always to have tho courage to toil it. And this 
alone should bo sufficient to distinguish between tho two systems; for truth is in 
tho long run the only effective propaganda oud there is an astringent and tonic 
quality about it whioh vitalizus those who aro strong enough to have it, 
whereas the other propaganda is like a drug which first intoxicates and 
then stupefies. 

Lastly, I come to that distinction betwoon tho two systems which is based on a 
conception of tho State which recognizes the personality of the individual and not 
on tho State as something apart from and superior to the individuals 
who compose it. 

Wo have men always organized themselves into political societies? Was it not 
In tho first lustanco for common defence and protection, and with defence and 
protection once secured, did not the advantages of mutual cooperation; whether social, 
political or economic then boqome manifest ? But this is only to say that mankind 
ts tho par out ol tho child, civil society ; and the conception of a Estate as soma- 
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thins superior to the citizens who compose it is of comparatively modern growth 
nnd has no historical justification whatever. We owe duties, it is true ; but we owe 
them to our fallow-citizens, Wo can bo oatlod on to contribute with our property 
and even with our lives for tho safety of the community in which we live; but it 
is oar fellow-citizens who call upon us, just as we have tho right to call oo them. 
Wo respect their personality, as wo expeat thorn to respect our own; and we assert 
no rights against them which wo aro not willing to concede ourselves. 

This conception of a polity of men united in tho fruition and porformanoe of 
mutual rights and duties, eaoh regulating his conduct by a duo regard to the interests 
pf his neighbour, is now looked upon as an anachronism and a folly ; and its place 
is to bo taken by tho more grandiose conception of the omnipotent and infallible 
k'tflte. 1 ooufess that I find this a very dreadful thing. An organism which owes no 
duties to any but itself can recognize no rules othor than its own desires as binding 
upon it io its dealings with oithor its own oitizens or with other national organisms. 
And this is indeed the claim which is made, that rules of morality binding between 
man and mao have no application in the care of the State. It need cause us no 
surprise that in places whoro doctrines of this kind provaii the personality of the 
individual is no longer of any acoount and that pity and mercy are regarded with 
contempt as relics of a by-gone and effemirate ago. And then in the relations 
between Slate and State is it not a necessary corollary that force is the only arbiter ? 
Such aro tho dootrioes openly proclaimed by nations who but a few years ago 
solomniy subscribed an international undertaking to reject forever war as an 
instrument of policy, 

A iittlo reflection will show tho extreme convenience to those who maintain it of 
the doctrine of the omnipotent StRtes. For when all is said and done, what does it 
mean ? Tho State is for this purpose oo more and no less than the party or group 
who for the time being are in ooutrol of the machinery of government aod of all 
the resources of tho btnte itself. It gives them as it were a philosophical justification 
for their own existence and for continuing to do what seems good to them • and their 
olaira to be the mouthpiece of llio State effectually conoeals the fact that they aro in 
truth tho mouthpiece of the party in power. 

Nothing, it is said, succeeds like success : and there can be no doubt that the 
apparent success of some .of the totalitarian States in more than one field of 
human effort has attracted to them a groat deal of admiration, followed sometimes 
by that imitation which is believed to be the sincerest flattery, I do not deny that 
some of the results aohieved have been very considerable, at what oost of human 
suffering and misery it would perhaps be well not to inquire. But I have tried this 
nsoruiog to put before you the other side of the picture and yon must ask yourselves 
the question whether these materials and sometimes brilliant successes bave not been 
purchased at too high a price. It may be that they will give the ordinary oitizeo 
complete security from external danger together with the means, if he cares to use 
them, of being a perpetual source of apprehension to his neighbours; but to aobieve 
this bo must abandon the rule of law and be must no longer claim the right to express 
what opinions be will. But, you may say can we not achieve the same security and 
still retain those privileges which we have been taught to hold so dear ? And to this 
the answer would be that it is in your power to aohieva it, but that hke other 
valuable things it is not to bo achieved without an effort. Thick for a moment of the 
conditions which rendered the rise of totalitarian States not only possible hut even 
probable. A distracted country, torn by faction and class struggles, and lacking firm 
and disinterested leadership, most always be fruitful soil for the growth of those 
doctrines which I have described to you this morning. For in such eircumstanoos the 
ordinary citizeo, harassed on every side, readily becomes a prey to despair, and 
welcomos at length anyone who con promise him peaoe and order, even at the price 
of his liberty. I have met many men from these countries who heartily disliked and 
were ashamed of much of the policy of the regime under which they were living; 
but one nnd ail were emphatic that what they had been rescued fromwas worse. 

The lesson is there for all io road ; and the democracies, if they wish to escape 
the fate that has befallen democracies, must by timely action afford the ordinary 
citizeo no exouse for seeking elsewhere a remedy for evils which democracy may 
have shown itself unable to cure. The totalitarian States have produced their results 
by blood and iron. Is it to be said that tho democratic States cannot achieve by a 
voluntary and cheerful discipline that whioh elsewhere has only been achieved by 
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compulsion ? If tVioy cannot, they deservo to fail and they will not long maintain 
tboir position in tho world against a formidable and efliciont opponent. 

The menace to the liberty of tho world Is a very real one. It Is not to be 
countered by a parade of democratic principles and tho passing of resolutions. Action 
taunt be met by action ; aad tho democracies of tho world will only survive if they 
arc able to conviaoe tho average man that Ihoy can givo hits a butter deal than tho 
totalitarian States. For myself, I think that if Ike question is fairly put to him. his 
answer will not bo in doubt. 

Tho readjustments which tho demoornoios will have to mnko if they are to stand up 
successfully to this danger which threatens them aro likely to bo considerable, but [ seo 
no escape from them. First and foremost wo havo to make certain of our security 
so that wo may not feel that wo are living our lives on safTernnce and enjoying 
only snch liberty ns otlior Bfaies may seo fit to allow us. Wo rany have (o submit 
to a good drat more of discipline than wo have boon acoustomed to or than wo may 
find agreeable: but it will bo a discipline voluntarily assumed by froo men and not 
forced upon us from without. And behind this bulwark against external aggression 
wo Bhall have to remove, as far as possible, those causes of discontent whiuti some¬ 
times tempt a man to soil his birthright for a moss of pafiago ami which aro the 
real and most effective -weapons whiob fortuno can put into a would-bo dictator's 
band. 

^ Next, we shall have to undertake tho task of re-stating our fundamental 
priooiples in tho light of tho now conditions. Vo must above all things bold fast 
Iho rule of law, but wo must seo that its application does net afford oveo a plausible 
excuse for those who aro always ready to oritioiso the law as laying a dead hand 
upon human progress, and lawyers as caterpillars of tho commonwealth rather than 
as ministers of justice. So also with tho right to express our own opinions and 
beliefs. This right is never an absolute ono, since It must always bo conditioned 
by considerations of public order and tranquility on tho ono hand and tho right of 
our fellow-citizens to liava their character protected against defamation on tho other. 
But it may also become oeocssary for us to submit voluntarily to certain further 
restrictions cn tho right of publio discussion, whether in tho press, in the Legislatures 
or in public meetings, principally, I think, in order to secure greater efficiency and 
more rapid action in tho conduct of publio affairs, but also to prevent the accentua¬ 
tion of points of difference between ono interest and another mid the exacerbation 
of public sentiment by (host who see profit fo themselves in Intestinal factiou. 
You will not, I hope, misunderstand mo when 1 say this. I am not suggesting a 
system of censorship or tho suppression of free spoeoh. I have rather in mind a 
greater moasuro of solf-control and self-rcstrniot imposed by a solf-donying ordinanco 
on themselves by men who take part in tho government of democratic countries, by 
fhoso wlioso doty and function it is to constitute an opposition to government by 
thoso who seek fcgiiimaloiy to form and influence publio opinion. 

Then as tho oomptomont of this voluntary diseiplino which I have assumed that 
tho ordinary citizens will bo prepared to impose upon themselves, they are entitled 
to require from tho leadors to whom they havo given their confidence an unselfish 
and upright administration of the affairs of Iho community. They will expect thoso 
men to assume the burden of responsibility themselves and not to shift it on to tho 
shoulders of others, in other words, to bo Senders and not more agents ; and abovo all 
they will expect Ihotr loaders to tell them the truth, however diflioult and unpleasant 
St may be. This ought, as I havo already said, to bo tho distinguishing mark of a 
domooracy, that it can boar to hear tho truth, 

If this analysis whioh I have attempted is correct, you will soo that tho pivot 
of all democratic systems must bo tho ordinary citizen, and that is what I meant 
when I said that a democracy is a system of government based upon tho personality 
of the individual. It is the ordinary citizen who chooses his leaders and puls his 
trust in thorn; and tbo leader themselves are chosen from the ranks of the 
ordinary citizens and aro hold accountable to them. But this conception of 
government exact* a very high standard of conduct from the ordinary citizen, If 
it is to work out sueccafully in practice, Thoso of you hero today who arc lawyers 
know well how constantly tho law adopts os a standard and criterion tho views of 
that national individual whom it calls tho reasonable man. And jnst as with tho 
progressive advance of civilization and of our ideas oi duty and obiigation, the 
standard implied by tho teat of tho rcaeonablo mao is constantly rising, so too our 
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conception of a pood citizen ought to advance with each successive generation ; 
nod tnc higher the average standard in a democratic country the more closely 
will that country approximate to the democratic ideal. 

I purposely say nothing of forms of government, for that might lead me into a 
political discussion, which it is my duty to avoid. I do not say that I attach no 
impoitsiiuo to forms of government, for L do ; but this is not the place in which it 
would ho right for me to talk about them. But I do attach an even greater importance 
to spiritual liberty and freedom. That is a thing which transcends ail politics, aud judges 
likootfior men are entitled to express their opinion upon it. Aud it is here that wo shall 
find tho ultimata test of democracy j—will the ordinary man put such a value upon his 
spiritual freedom 03 to ho willing to make it a breaking point between himself and 
totalitarianism ? 

Yon who are saving good-bye to your University to-day havo a great responsibility 
laid upon you for the maintenance in the public life of tho Province of those higu 
standards of conduct which it should bo one of tho main functions of a University 
to foster. An English Prime Minister of the last century, speaking of his own Uni¬ 
versity, nsad words which I should like to repeat to you : “If 1 am to look back 
upon tho education there as it was, it taught tho lave of truth, it provided men with 
those principles at honour whioh wore nowhere perhaps so muon required as amid 
tho temptations of political controversy. It inculcated a reverence for what is ancient 
nnd free and groat . And then be wont on to say that perhaps it was his own fault, 
but that ha did not loarn during his University days that which ho had learned since 
to sot a duo value on the imperishablo and tho inestimable principles of 
human liberty. I think that to-day a University whioh teaches the love of truth 
and the principles of honour, and whioh includes a reverence for what 
is ancient aud free and great, is teaching its studentB at tho same time to set the 
highest value ou human liberty, even though no reference to human liberty 
occurs in its studies. For human liberty is bound up with the love of truth, tho 
principles of honour, and reverence for what is free and great. These are no 
new things to tho freo and virile pooplo of this Province. They have long known 
them, practised them, and fought for them. You will have to carry on the same 
tradition ; and if you carry iuto your public and private lives that chastity of 
honour of which Ednmcia Barko has spoken its a passage known to all, yon 
will do tho greatest possible service to democracy. You will elevate political 
life, you will know corruption .in public affairs for the foul thing it is, aud yon 
will by tbo best of all arguments, your own example, prove to your fellow- 
eitizeas that democracy oaa took a dictatorship in the face and not be ashamed. 

Nearly four centuries ago a great Queen visited my own University of Oxford and 
we are told that when she said farewell sho uttered a prayer that God might bless it 
and increase its sons in number, holiness amt virtue, 1 hope that I may without 
presumption make uso of her words here today, and I pray that the University of 
the Punjab may ever continue to bo tbs fruitful mother of yet more happy children. 



